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fflSTORY  OF  WORCESTER  COUNTY. 


Vol.   II. 


LEOMINSTER. 


BT  HON.  CHARLES  II.  MEBRIAM. 


CHAPTER  I. 

ORIGINAL  GRANTS.  —  BOUNDARIES  AND  SURFACE  —  GEOLOGICAL  STRUCTURE  •— 
STREAMS  AND  WATEU-STSTEM — FREEDOM  FROM  INDIANS — FIRST  SETTLE- 
MEXT  —  PROPRIETORS*  AGREEMENT  —  PROGRESS  —  FAVORABLE  SITUATION  — 
INDIAN  DEED  OP  THE   TOWN. 

This  town,  situated  in  the  north-easterly  part  of  the  county  of  Worcester, 
forty  miles  by  carriagc-road  and  forty-six  miles  by  the  Fitchbiirg  Bailroad,  and 
fifty-three  miles  by  the  Old  Colony  ]l:iilroad9  from  Boston,  and  twenty  miles 
from  Worcester,  was  formerly — a  largo  share  of  it — a  part  of  Lancaster ;  being 
substantially  the  northerly  half  of  what  was  called  the  ''Lancaster  New**  or  ''Ad- 
ditional Grant,''  a  tract  of  land  conveyed  by  George  Tahanto,  Sagamore  of  the 
Nashua  tribe  of  Indians,  to  Insigne  John  Moore,  Johu  Houghton,,  and  Nathan- 
iel Wilder,  dated  June  13,  1701,  and  recorded  in  the  •Proprietors'  Records, 
now  deposited  with  the  records  of  the  town  of  Leominster,  and  confirmed  to 
the  town  of  Lancaster  by  an  order  of  the  General  Court,  passed  Nov.  21  and  22, 
1711.  To  this  was  afterwards  added,  by  chapter  IOC,  Acts  of  1838,  a  part  of 
the  unincorporated  land  lying  westerly  of  the  fii-st  tract,  called  "No  Town." 
The  first  tract  contained  1G,G02  acres,  or  thirty-eight  acres  less  than  twenty-six 
square  miles,  according  to  a  sui-vcy  made  by  Jonas  Kendall,  Charles  Grout, 
Levi  Nichols,  David  Wilder,  and  Joseph  G.  Kendall,  as  a  committee  of  the 
town,  in  the  year  1830;  and  the  second,  or  ''No  Town"  tract,  about  2,000 
acres,  or  a  little  over  three  square  miles,  mailing  the  present  area  about 
twenty-nine  square  miles.  This  territory  is  mostly  quite  regular  in  shape, 
and  is  bounded  northerly  by  Fitchburg  and  Lunenburg;  easterly,  by  Lunen- 
burg  and  Lancnsti^r ;  southerly,  by  Sterling ;  and  westerly  by  Princeton  and 
Westminster.    The  Lancaster  "New  Grant,"  including  that  part  of  it  now 
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in  Sterling,  was  dcscrilicd  hy  tho  committoo  of  tho  Council  sent  out  to  examine 
it,  while  the  subject  of  confirmation  wn»  Iicforo  the  Gcucnil  Court,  as  ''rocky 
and  mountainous  and  poorly  accommodated  with  meadow.'*  Such,  however, 
would  not  seem  to  l>o  a  fair  description  of  it  at  the  present  time ;  certainly  not 
that  part  of  it  in  Leominster,  the  town  of  Leominster  being  considered  one  of 
the  best  agricultural  towns  in  tho  county.  It  is  true  that  the  surraco  is  uneven 
and  that  there  nro  twelve  distinct  hills,  of  greater  or  less  magnitude,  dotting 
the  various  sections,  the  names  of  which  are  ^  Bigelow  IlilU**  **  North  Monoos- 
nock  Hill,'"* Carter  Hill,^  "Nichols' Hill,"  and  "Houghton  Hill,"  in  the  northern 
portion  ;  ''South  Monoosnotk  Hill,"  "Sheldon  Hill,"  "Gardner  Hilli"  "Balierry 
Hill,"  and  "LongHill,"in  the  central ;  and  "Rocky  Hill"  and  "Bee,"  or  "Legato 
Hill,"  in  the  southern  portiou.  But  only  a  small  portion  of  the  town  is  mountain- 
ous or  abrupt  in  formation,  and  seven  out  of  the  twelve  hills  are  cultivated,  or 
capable  of  cultivation,  to  their  very  tops,  having  good  roads  over  them,  access- 
ible in  all  parts  for  agricultural  purposes,  and  furnishing  some  of  the  best  grass 
and  tillage  land  in  tho  St^te.  The  other  hills,  especially  North  and  South 
Monoosnock,  are,  in  8ome  parts,  high,  steep«  and  of  granite  formation;  and 
grow  nothing  in  these  parts,  and  furnish  nothing  of  value,  except  wood  and  a 
handsome  variety  of  dark  granite,  suitable  for  building  purposes  and  stone- 
masonry  genenilly,  for  which  it  has  been,  and  is  now,  used  quite  extensively 
in  town  and  somewhat  elsewhere.  Other  portions  of  the  five  hills  are  cul- 
tivated, and  furnish  excellent  pasture  and  mowing  land.  South  Monoosnock 
has  an  elevation  of  1,020  feet  above  sea-level,  and,  in  its  central  position, 
towers  in  its  ruggedness  above  all  its  fellows;  in  combination  with  Nichols, 
North  Monoosnock,  Carter,  Sheldon,  Gardner,  Buberry,  Long  and  Rocky 
Hills,  it  forms  a  view  of  rich,  elevated  loud  and  rugged  hill-scenery  through 
tho  westerly  part  of  the  town,  of  rare  beauty,  and,  as  seen  from  some  points* 
hardly  anywhere  excelled. 

The  southerly  portion  of  the  town  is  plain  land,  flat  or  undulating,  and  of 
sandy  formation,  and«  while  there  is  some  good  farming-land  in  this  section, 
the  soil  is  much  of  it  light  and  unfit  for  cultivation  or  grass.  The  valleys  of  the 
Nashua  and  other  streams  contain  fine  intervale  lands,  producing  good  crops  of 
grass  without  much  cultiv<ition ;  and  the  uplands,  which  are  generally  of  a 
strong,  clayey  soil,  make  excellent  farms  for  the  usual  crops  grown  in  Massa- 
chusetts, and  especially  for  tbe  more  hardy  fruits,  such  as  apples  and  pears,  to 
which  they  are  largely  devoted. 

.  The  geological  formation  is  the  INIcrrimack  schist.  In  a  portion  of  the  cen- 
tre village  a  very  hard  blue  ledge  comes  nearly  to  the.  8urf  ice,  and  wells  cannot 
be  dug  without  blasting,  while  the  water  obtained  is  quite  harvUthoMgh  perhaps 
not  unhealthy.  In  another  section*  on  the  plain  lands*  no  water  can  l>e  reached 
without  going  down  from  sixty  to  eighty  feet.  Genenilly,  however,  there  (s 
an  abundant  supply  of  good  water,  in  wells  of  reasonable  depth,  fc^r  domestio 
Qsea.     Clay  of  good  quality  for  bricks,  and  sand  for  mortar,  are  fojund  here  at 
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several  points ;  aud  there  was  a  good  supply  of  ficId-stoncs  in  mo$t  parts  of 
the  town  for  fencing,  to  which  use  they  have  been  largely  dcVotcil  on  the  farms 
and  for  rough  walls  and  other  purposes. 

The  " Nashua,"  or,  as  it  was  sometimes  called  in  old  records,  ''North*'  iiver, 
which  enters  the  town  from  Fitchhnfg  on  the  north-westerly  side  about  a  milo 
und  a  half  from  the  most  northerly  corner  thereof,  is  joined  soon  after  by 
Bilker's  Brook,  also  coming  in  from  Fitchburg.  A  little  farther  north  is  a  largo 
stream,  which  flows  through  the  north  village  by  a  pretty  direct  course  south- 
easterly to  the  town  of  Lancaster,  at  a  point  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  tho 
south-easterly  corner  of  Leominster,  cutting  the  town  of  Leominster  into  two 
sections,  and  leaving  about  one-sixth  of  tho  whole  territory  on  the  north-enfst- 
erly  side  of  the  river.  This  river,  most  of  tho  way  in  Leominster,  passes 
through  a  wide  and  comparatively  level  valley,  though  at  some  points  having 
stifficieut  fall  to  give  excellent  water-power.  Four  privileges  have  already  l>een 
developed  in  town,  where  a  large  amount  of  machinery  is  run  ;  and  there  arc 
other  places  on  the  stream  where  good  water-privileges  might  be  taken  up. 
The  valley  of  this  stream,  for  a  considerable  part  of  the  distance  in  Leominster, 
is  formed  on  its  southerly  side  by  high,  steep  banks,  which  appear  to  have 
been  made  by  the  wearing  away  of  the  deep,  loose,  gravely  formation  by  tho 
action  of  the  water  in  the  time  of  freshets,  during  the  long  ages  it  has  been 
working.  Some  of  these  banks  are  as  much  as  seventy-five  feet  high,  and  arc 
carved  out  as  if  done  by  the  hand  of  art,  leaving  wide  tnicts  of  rich  level  grass 
land  renewed  from  year  to  3''ear  bv  the  overflDW.  The  ^  Scar,"  at  tho  turn  on 
Main  Street  near  the  north  village,  is  a  sample  of  this  working.  The  river  at 
some  places  is  still  busily  wearing  away  these  formations,  bringing  down  1hc 
stately  trees  with  giant  power,  and  enlarging  the  area  over  which,  in  spring, 
it  roams  at  will,  fertilizing  and  making  productive  its  domain.  Nothing  could 
be  more  grand.than  the  thought  of  this  silent  but  stupendous  work,  or  more 
lovely  than  some  of  these  dales  in  summer. 

The  town  is  also  divided  again  near  its  centre  by  ^  Monoosnock  Bror>k," 
another  considerable  stream,  rising  in  "Rjcky  Pond,"  in  Leominster,  and  flow- 
ing northerly  through  the  Leominster  Reservoir,  and  through  a  portion  of 
Fitchburg,  back  into  Leominster,  entering  it  on  the  same  side  as  tho  Nashua, 
farther  south,  and  passing  by  a  circuitous  route  throtigh  tho  centre  village, 
over  a  nipidly-dcscending  surface  to  the  Nashua  River  below  the  north  village. 
It  furnishes  a  large  number  of  mill-sites,  eleven  of  which,  wiihin  two  miles* 
distance  in  the  centre  village,  have  been  taken  up  aud  afford  iK>wer,  with 
tho  aid  of  th3  Leominster  Reservoir,  built  by  James  XL  Carter  and  other 
manufacturers  on  the  stream  in*  1850,  for  an  extensive  and  profitablo  busi- 
ngs in  various  departments  of  manufacture;  and  there  are  other  sites  in 
town  on  this  stream  which  can  be  taken  up  if  wanted.  ^*  Morse  Brook,**  with 
its  tfibntariea,  *' Slack  Brook,*'  "Hale  Brook,"  "Hay nes  Brook ."  and  ^ Quar- 
ierK>f-»-Milo  Brook,*^  all  rising  in  Leominster,  and  emptying  into  **  Moooos- 
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nock  Brook"  io  Mor8oyi]lo«  near  tho  centre  yillagc,  has  a  large  amount  of 
fall  9  and  up  to  the  time  of  tho  construction  of  tho  Leominster  watcr-work8» 
which  take  their  supply  from  this  brook,  it  furnished  a  good  deal  of  water- 
power,  privileges  having  been  taken  up  and  developed  at  five  difierent  places 
thereon. 

^ Full  Brook,**  the  nest  largest  brook  in  town,  rises  near  Baberry  Hill,  in 
the  southerly  part  of  the  town,  and  flows  circnitously  in  an  easterly  direc- 
tion into  the  Nashua  River  near  Lancaster  line.  This  stream  has  a  branch 
which  rises  near  Sheldon  Hill,  in  ^Colburn  Soservoir,**  and  which,  for  tho 
want  of  any  other  name,  we  call  **  Colburn  Brook,"  flows  easterly  through 
a  portion  of  the  centre  village,  having  considerable  fall,  and  furnishing,  with 
the  aid  of  the  reservoir  above,  a  considerable  amount  of  power,  whicl^  has  been 
taken  up  at  three  different  places*  It  empties  into  Fall  Brook  in  the  easterly 
part  of  the  town.  A  tributary  of  Colburn  Brook,  called  **  Woods  Brook,"  rises 
near  Long  Hill,  and,  running  easterly  and  northerly,  empties  into  Colburn 
Brook  between  Union  and  Pleasant  streets.  Wood's  Brook  is  not  lan;o 
enough  to  furnish  water-power  worth  utilizing.  Fall  Brook  has  at  present 
but  one  mill-site  in  use  on  it;  but  it  is  a  very  permanent  stream,  and  up 
to  its  ordinary  flow  furnishes  as  uniform  power  during  all  seasons  as  any 
stream  in  town.  Fall  Brook  has  another  branch,  called  "Kendall  Brook," 
rising  near  Bee  Hill,,  which  runs  northerly,  furnishing  power  for  Ihe  Davis 
shop,  and  empties  into  Fall  Brook  near  the  Nashua  River  iu  tho  easterly  part 
of  the  town. 

^Bartlett  Brook,"  in  the  south-westerly  comer  of  the  town,  rises 'near 
Baberry  Hill,  and  flows  southerly,  furnishing  power  to  Bartlott's  mill,  into  tho 
town  of  Sterling. 

Chualoom  Brook,  the  outlet  of  the  pond  of  that  name,  lying  mostly  in 
Lunenburg,  flows  southerly  throusrh  a  portion  of  Leominster  into  Lunenburg, 
where  it  empties  into  Massapoag  Pond-  It  is  not  now  used  for  power,  although 
it  formerly  had  a  mill  on  it,  with  considerable  machinery  run  by  it.  White's 
Pond,  lying  mostly  in  Lancaster,  has  its  outlet  in  Leominster,  >'hich  forms  a 
brook  called  **  White's  Brook,"  and  which  flows  weatcrly  and  souiherly  into  the 
Nashua  River,  but  is  not  used  for  power.  There  are  some  other  small  brooks 
in  town,  draining  small  areas,  and  furnishing  water  for  some  purposes ;  but 
these  are  not  of  much  magnitude.  The  town  has  but  one  natural  pond  of  much 
size  wholly  within  its  limits,  which  is  Rocky  Pond^  in  tho  south-westerly  part 
of  tho  town,  in  what  fornierly  was  "NoTow^j."  This  pond  has  an  area  of 
about  ten  acrcs^  is  quite  deep,  and  is  the  principal  source  of  Monoosuock 
Brook ;  it  formerly  contained  a  large  quantity  of  fish. 

The  easterly  line  of  the  town  includes  a  small  portion  of  White's  Pond,  and 
the  north-easterly  line  a  small  part  of  Chualoom  Pond.  With  these  poncjs  and 
streams  scattered  .over  its  surface,  but  a  small  i>ortion  of  tho  town  is  deiiciqut 
in  a  good  natural  supply  of  water;  but  the  part  not  supplied  is  an  important 
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one,  embracing  a  section  of  the  centre  village,  nnd  the  land  near  to  it,  being 
that  most  wanted,  in  the  growth  of  the  town,  for  building  puri>ose8.  Nature, 
liowcver,  has  prepared  one  of  the  best  places  an}* where  to  be  found,  within 
our  own  borders,  for  supplying  this  deficiency,  as  well  as  fiir  supplying  pure 
aqueduct  water  generally,  which,  by  ihe  construcliou  of  the  water-works,  has 
been  made  available  on  stibstantially  all  the  streets  in  both  villages; 

In  addition  to  these  many  desirable  qualities,  this  land,  when  taken  posses'^ 
sion  of  by  the  first  settlers,  was  covered  with  a  magnificent  growth  of  walnut;'^ 
oak,  birch,  maple,  pine;  chestnut,  hemlock,  and  other  varieties  of  wood  tand  ^ 
timber.     Taking,  then,  into  account  all  the  physical  features  of  value  and 
attraction,  it  is  easy  to  see  why  our  fathers  selected  this  place  for  the  building 
of  a  home,  notwithstanding  the  unfavorable  report  of  it  referred  to ;  and  to  find  • 
in  them  an  important  reason  why  they  and  their  descendants  have  so  abund* 
autly  flourished  here. 

The  town  of  Leominster  is  substantially  devoid  of  Indian  histor}%  It  is  true 
that  the  whole  territory  of  this  town,  as  was  also  that  of  many  other  towns 
around,  was  originally  owned  by  Sholan,  or  Shauman,  sachem  of  the  Nasha- 
waj^s,  whose  residence  and  headquarters  was  Waushacum,  now  Sterling,  and 
was  occupied  as  hunting-grounds  by  him  and  his  tribe.  Very  little,  however^ 
is  now  known  about  the  connection  of  these  Indians  with  the  land  composing 
the  town  of  Leominster,  the  trilie  having  ceased  to  exist  in  any  organized  form 
in  this  region  before  the  Lancaster  now  f^rant  was  much  settled  by  white  men, 
or  the  town  of  Leominster  had  been  incorporated.  It  does  not  now  appear 
that  any  of  these  Indians  ever  had  a  permanent  place  of  residence  within  the 
boundaries  of  this  town,  or  that  they  ever  used  any  of  this  land  for  other  than 
hunting  purposes,  or  that  they  ever  troubled  any  white  inhabitant  of  the 
town  after  it  was  settled.  This  may  have  been,  and  probably  was,  owing 
somewhat  to  the  fact  that  the  land  had  been  purchased  of  the  chief,  and  paid 
for  to  his  full -satisfaction,  and  thrlt  no  dispute  or  ill-feeling,  so  far  as  is  known,  * 
ever  arose  betweon  the  purchasers  of  this  land  and  the  Fndians  about  the  title 
to  it,  although  the  grant  embraced  the  homo  and  headquarters  of  the  chief; 
also  to  the  fact  that  the  power,  and  with  it  the  courage  and  spirit,  of  the  tribe 
and  its  rulers,  had  been  thoroughly  broken  by  the  deadly  contests  with  they' 
earlier  settlers  in  the  region  for  possession  of  and  supremacy  over  the  land 
which  had  come  down  to  them  as  the  home  of  their  fathers,  —  for  how  many  gen- 
erations there  is  no  record,  —  and  which  they  valued  as  hunting-grounds,  and 
for  its  productions,  with  which  to  support  themselves  and  their  children ;  and 
which  they  loved  as  a  home,  in  some  degree  as  we  love  it  now.'  This  had 
resulted  in  great  slaughter  and  defeat ;  and  from  the  effects  of  this,  and  the 
advancing  civilization  brouglit  by  the  new  settlers,  they  seem,  as  a  tribe,  to 
have  gbno  into  eternal  oblivion. 

The  first  organized  movement  made  by  individuals,  looking  to  the  division 
and  settlement  of  tbo  Lancaster  new  grant,  was  made  at  a  town  meeting  in 
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Lancaiitcr,  Feb.  5lh,  1711,  N.  S.,  by  the  preparation  and  partial  execution  of 
the  following  agreement,  the  signing  of  which,  by  the  persons  whose  names  are 
attached  thereto,  wa;*  afterwards  completed  according  to  its  terms,  so  far  as  4s 
kno\Tn,  viz. :  —  ... 

^^  Know  all  iHen  %  theae  presents  that  we  y*  subscribers  bein<|:  desirous  to  Joine  in  y* 
purcbasciDg  of  a  tMict  of  laatl  wliicli  lyelh  on  the  west  side  of  the  townsbtp  of  Lancas- 
tcr«  which  laiKls  have  beca  formerly  |)etitioncd  for  to  tiie  General  Court  wbich  the 
Inhahitants  of  said  jLancaster  arc  still  in  pursuance  of,  and  thotr  pctitiou  is  now  with 
y*  Court  for  grautihg  the  samc^  and  considerable  money  bath  already  been  paid  to 
George  Tabanto  ai^d  other  Indians  towards  the  purchasing  of  said  land  tbou<;li  not  ns 
yot  consumatcd.  Wee  tlv.s  8ubicril>crs  do  hereby  bind  ourselves  our  heirs  executors  & 
adrpinistrators  firmly  b}'  these  presents  each  one  his  &  thcire  cquall  share  of  the  pui;- 
ehaso  of  said  laud  &  of  all  charges  that  have  or  shall' be  necesseirely  expended  about 
the  same:  and  to  run  equall  hazard  of  obtaining  }*  said  land,  Provided  that  If  the 
said  land  be  obtained  we  shall  have  each  one  on  equall  share  of  it,  ef>usidcred  as  to 
quantity  and  quality :  and  the  whole  of  the  money  to  be  paid  unto  such  person  of  the 
town  as  shall  be  appointeil  by  them  to  receive  the  same :  at  or  before  y*  tiflh  day  of 
March  next:  &  shall  subscribe  hereto  at  or  before  the  15th  day  of  February  current: 
or  else  to  lay  no  claim  to  the  said  land.  Dated  Febniary  y*  fifth  1710-11.  Some  of 
y*  persons  subscrilM?  I  y*  same  day :  and  others  had  their  names  entered  afterwards, 
the  whole  being  ninety-eight  that  were  the  purchasers  of  said  Land. 


John  Frpntice. 

David  Wlustcomb. 

Jv>nas  Houghton,  Jr. 

John  Houston,  Sen. 

John  Ilarres^. 

Jonathan  Wheeler. 

Jpsoph  Houghton* 

Kilward  llartwell. 

I>c«znlecl  Sawyer. 

Thomas  Wilder,  Sen. 

J;>shua  Atherton. 

Matthew  Stone. 

Henry  Willard. 

Josiah  White,  Jun'. 

James  Snow. 

John  Willard. 

Gabriel  Priest. 
•  Ephraim  Wilder. 
'  Kbenezcr  Beaman. 

James  Atherton,  J uu'. 

Joseph  Hutchins. 

Jnmcs  Houirhton. 

Benjamin  Houghton. 

Peter  Joslin. 

Jonathan  Willard. 

Joseph  Fairlwnk. 

William  Sawver. 

William  Houghton. 

Josiah  White,  Sen'. 

Mary  Wilder,  Widow. 

Jonathan  Wilder. 

James  Wilder. 

Thomas  Ross. 


Jonathan  Moor.- 
Samuel  I  Carter. 
Thomas  Carter. 
Nathanil  Wilder. 
Benjamin  Bellows. 
John  Whetcomb. 
Samuel  Willard. 
Jonathan  Sawyer. 
Josiah  Willard.    • 
John  Aloore. 
John  Beaman,  Jun% 
Gamaliel  Beaman. 
Ebcnezer  Wilder 
Jonas  HoMghton,  Sen'. 
John  Goss. 
Jacob  Houghton. 
Josq)h  Wbeelock* 
John  Warner,  Sen'. 
John  Warner,  Jun'. 
Henry  Houghton. 
W*illiam  Blodgett.    • 
Joseph  Brabrook.^ 
Josiah  Sawtell. 
Josiah  Whetcomb,  Jun^ 
John  Kendall. 
Benjamin  Harris.  . 
Joseph  Willard. 
Eiias  Sawver. 
John  Wilder,  Sen'. 
Thomas  Sawver. 
Nathaniel  Sawyer. 
Joseph  Wilder. 
Thomas  Tooker. 


Jabez  Fairbauk. 
John  White. 
Samuel  Warner. 
Hooker  Wood,  Jun'. 
Daniel  Priest. 
Jonathan  Houi^hton. 
Hezakiah  Willard. 
John  Beamair,  Sen'. 
Rdbert  Houghton,  Ju^ 
George  Glazier. 
John  Prescotb. 
Thomas  Wilder,  Ju'. 
J««hn  Keyes. 
John  Johnson. 
Ebcnezer  Preseott. 
William  Divoll. 
Simon  Aeevens. 
Hezekiah  Whetcomb. 
Caleb  Sawyer. 
Samuel  Gibbs. 
Samuel  Bennett. 
John  Wilder,  Jun'. 
John  Bo«^ers. 
Robert  Ilouszhton,  Ju'^ 
Josiah  Whecllcr. 
Oliver  Wilder. 
John  Priest. 
Joseph  Sawyer. 
Jonathan  Whetcomb. 
Richanl  AVildcr. 
Edward  I'hclos. 
Jeremiah  Will  son,  Jun'. 
John  Houghtoo;  Jun'." 
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The  first  persons  who  were  actual  settlers  of  the  town  of  which  we  have  any 
account  were  Gcrsboiu  Houghton  and  fFames  Boutell,  who  erected  houses  hero 
in  the  year  1725  —  the  fir^t  on  what  is  now  the  Clmilcs  C.  Boyden  place  on 
Pleasant  Street,  in  the  southerly  part,  and  the  second  on  the  Calvin  Morse 
place,  on  Cole  Street,  in  the  south-westerly  part  of  the  town.  In  1732,  Jon- 
athan White  settled  on  the  farm  now  owned  l>y  Jackson  King  on  Main  Street, 
in  the  northci*ly  part  of  town.  In  1733,  Thomas  Wilder  and  Nathaniel  Carter, 
and  soon  after  Bcnjaniin  Whetcomb,  Jonathan  Wilson,  Jonathan  Carter,  Wil- 
liam Divoll,  Gard^er  Wilder,  Ehenczcr  Policy,  Oliver  Carter,  Josiah  Carter, 
Thomas  Houghton,  Thomas  Davenport,  and  others,  came  in  and  settled  in  vari- 
ous part-*  of  the  town  ;  so  that  while  at  the  end  of  nineteen  years  after  the  con- 
firmation hy  tiie  General  Court  of  the  new  grant  to  the  town  of  Lancaster,  or 
in  1732,  only  two  houses  had  been  built,  and  so  far  as  is  now  known,  there 
were  not  more  than  five  families  settled  on  the  territory  comprising  the  present 
town  of  Leominster.  In  1 733.  five  years  later,  so  rapid  had  heci  the  increase,  that 
a  movement  was  begun  by  those  living  in  this  section  to  secure  a  division  of  the 
c»ld  town  of  L:mciist -r,  and  the  incorporation  of  the  new  town  of  Leominster. 
These  first  settlers  were  generally  hardy,  intelligent  and  industrious  farmers, 
well  fitted  by  biilh  and  education  for  the  work  they  were  undertaking,  of  sub- 
duing the  forests  and  building  up  a  thrifty  and  prosperous  community,  where 
they  and  their  descendants  might  enjoy  the  blessing  of  peace,  plenty,  educa^ 
t  it)n  and  religion.  This  was  afterwards  shown  by  the  results  of  their  efforts.  It  is 
s:iid  by  the  Hon.  David  Wilder  in  his  history  of  the  town,  published  in  1852, 
that  '*few,  if  any,  of  the  original  proprietors  removed  on  to  the  new  grant,  but 
their  sons  were  nmonir  the  first  settlers.''  This  is  no  doubt  true,  as  it  was  more 
than  twenty-five  years  after  the  confirmation,  and  nearly  twenty  after  the  first 
organization  of  the  body  of  proprietors,  before  there  was  any  considera- 
ble numl)er  of  settlers  on  the  land;  and  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the 
staid  farmers  who  were  mostly  the  leading  men  of  Lancaster  at  the  time,  after 
twenty  years  would  be  likely  to  break  up  their  well-settled  homes,  — in  so  rich 
and  l>eautiful  a  town  as  Lancaster  was  at  that  time,  —  and  move  into  this  com- 
])arative  wilderness  and  begin  the  work  over,  of  building  new '  homes,  in 
old  age.  But  that  their  sons  should  take  up  thi»  inheritance  of  the  fathers  for 
that  pur|H)so  is  altogether  likely ;  and  the  fact  tliat  only  two  surnames  appear 
in  Wilder'rt  history  among  the  early  settlers  other  than  the  forty-one  different 
surnames  attached  to  the  proprietors'  agreement,  and  only  a  few  surnames  of 
men  lielonging  hero  other  than  those  of  original  proprietors  appear  anj^where 
in  the  town  records  for  twenty-five  years  after  its  incorporation,  shows  pretty 
conclusively  that  these  first  settlers,  not  the  original  proprietors,  were  geneiv 
ally  their  sons  and  relatives,  coming  here  from  Lancaster. 

These  early  settlera  seem  to  have  beet  solid,  substantial  and  energetic,  rather 
tlian  brilliant  and  strikiug  men,  and  these  qualities  characterizing  the  firet  sot- 
tiers,  appear  to  have  como  down  to  a  hirgo  extent  through  all  the  geueratiooa 
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to  the  present  time.  Hence  no  very  distinguished' persons  in  any  department 
of  life  ba?o  been  bom  here,  though  the  town  has  always  hod  strong  and  effect- 
ive native  sons,  at  home  and  abroad,  and  some  that  have  attained  considerable 
distinction.  They  have  been  solid  rather  than  brilliant  men^  good,  successful 
workers,  but  not  being,  or  aspiring  to  be,  geniuses. 

The  pioneers  in  the  settlement  of  this  town,  and  their  imnicdiate  descendants, 
were  singularly  exempt  from  those  peculiar  hardships  and  trying  adventures* 
*  to  which  the  early  settlers  of  the  {xirent  town  of  Lancaster,  and  of  many  other 
towns  in  the  State,  were  subjected  in  their  early  histoi^r.  The  circumstances 
under  which  the  settlers  began  here  were  favorable  to  such  a  result.  They 
were  at  first  a  part  of  the  town  of  Lancaster,  which  was  one  of  the  oldest  towns 
in  the  State,  and  one  which  had  suffered  bitter  experiences^  and  fought  its  way 
to  supremacy  over  all  cbntendiug  forces,  and  had  become  wise  in  the  manage- 
ment of  affairs.  These  men  who  had  done  this  in  the  old  tpwn  were  largely 
the  fathers  and  near  relatives  of  the  pioneers  here,  and  were  ready  to  stand  by 
and  counsel  and  assist  them  in  any  emergency ;  and  the  first  settlers  themselves 
were,  many  of  them,  men  of  standing  and  experience  in  the  old  town,  and  knew 
how  to  manage  the  new  one  so  as  to  secure  peace  and  good  order  rather  than 
strife  and  contention,  and  how  to  thrive  and  succeed  under  adverse  circum- 
stances.  So  that  the  town  has  no  striking  features  of  hards&ip,  suffering,  or 
disaster  in  its  early  history.  It  is  true  that  the  life  of  the  pioneers  hcre«  was, 
like  that  of  dlfl  new  settlers,  one  of  toil,  and  m  many  instances  of  scantiness,  if 
not  of  poverty,  as  compared  with  the  present.  Yet  a  study  of  their  records, 
and  the  little  history,  in  detail,  preserved  of  them,  show  that  they  were  men 
fitted  for  their  lot,  healthy  and  robust,  cheerful  and  hehrty,  with  their  noble 
wives,  and  large  growing  families  around  them,  —  uU  at  homo  on  the  form, 
harmoniously  working  together,  in  unity  of  object  and  spirit,  on  the  laud  which 
was  the  common  heritage  of  .the  family,  secured  to  it  by  honest  toil  and  sacri- 
fice, and  with  many  of  them  the  only  place  they  bad  ever  known  or  loved  as  a 
home,  forming  with  these  families  independent  communities,  a  sopt  of  little 
states,  ruled  over  by  the  pioneer  fathers,  sometimes,  it  is  true,  in  great  strict- 
ness, yet  always  in  love ;  being  in  their  simple  ways  exempt  from  much  of  the 
wear  and  strain  of  the  present,  and  having  many  comforts  and  pleasures  even , 
which  it  is  hard  to  secure  now. 

The  earliest  known  land  grant  connected  with  the  history  of  the  town  of 
Leominster  is  the  one  made  by  George  Tabauto  of  the  Indian  title  to  the  Lau- 
caster  ^  New  Grant,"  before  referred  to,  which  has  sometimes  been  called  an 
agreement,  but  which  was  evidently  intended  to  be  a  deed,  and  designed  to 
convey  that  restricted  title  which  the  legislature  and  the  courts  of  this  Com- 
monwealth at  an  early  day  recognized  as  belonging  to  the^Indian  tribes  within 
her  borders  to  the  land  therein  described.    This  deed  is  as  follows :  --* 

**  The  Bargain  of  George  ToJianto  and  oilier  Indians^  for  land  of  them  purdiaseA,  Ae. 
^^Know  ail  ken  by  tAese  preserUs^  That  I,  Grcorgc  Tahanto,  Indian  Sagtunoro,  for 
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and  in  consideration  of  what  money.^  namely,  twdve  pounds,  was  formerly  pa!d  to 
bbolan,  my  Uncle,  sometime  Sagamore  of  Naabqah,  for  the  purchase  of  said  township, 
and  also  forty-six  shillings  fDrmerlj'  paid  by  Insigne  John  Moore  and  John  lioughtoa 
of  sakl  Nashuah  to  James  Wiser^  alias  Qiicncpenett,  now  deceased,  but  especially  for 
and  in  consideration  of  eighteen  pounds  paid  part,  and  the  rest  secured  to  be  paid,  by 
John  Houghton  and  Nathaniel  Wildev,  their  heirs,  executors  and  assigns  forever,  a 
certain  tract  of  land  on  the  West  side  of  the  Westward  line  of  said  Nashuah  township,  * 
adjoining  to  said  lii>e,  and  butts  soulhcrl}'  for  the  most  part  on  the  Kashuah  river,  bear* 
ing  westerh'  towards  Wachusett  Hills,  and  runs  northerly  as  far  as  Nashuali  township,;; 
and  which  land  and  meadows,  be  it  more  or  less,  to  be  to  the  said  Insi^no  John  Moore, ^ 
John  Houghton,  anc)  Nathaniel  Wilder,  their  heirs  and  assigns,  to  havq  and  tb  hold 
forever.  And'I,  the  sai*!  Greorge  Tahanto,  do  hereby  promise  and  engage' to  procure  an 
order  from  the  honored  General  Court,  for  their  allowance  and  conQrmation  of  the  agle 
of  said  lands  as  above  said,  and  also  that  I  will  show  and  mark  out  the  bounds  of  safd 
lands  in  convenient  time,  not  exceeding  four  months :  and  also  make  such  deeds  and 
i-onvoyances  as  ma}'  be  necessary  for  the  confirmation  of  the  premises,  and  also  I  the 
said:George  Tahanto  do  b}*  these  presents  fully  ratiOe  <&  confirm  all  and  every  the  said^ 
premises  of  Kabhuah,  alias  Lancaster  to  the  Inhabitants  and  ProprietQrs  thereof; 
accorrling  as  it  was  formerly  granted  to  them  or  their  ancestors,  by  my  Uncle  Sholan ; 
and  laid  out  to  them  b}'  Ensigne  Thomas  Noyes  and  confirmed  by  the  Honored  General 
Court,  for  the  performance  of  all  as  above  said,  I  the  said  George  Tahanto  have  set  to 
m}'  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  June.  In  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  Reigi;ie 
of  our  Sovereign  Lord  William  the  Third  over  England  &c  King.  Annoq*  Domiiii  oM 
thousand  seven  hundred  And  one. 

«  • 

In  presence  of  George  Taqanto 

John  Woksqcon  his  O  mark 

his  Q  mark  Mart  AuKSOCAiiua      * 

John  Aquitticus  her  Q  mark 

his  J  mark 
Peter  Puckatacoh 

his  P  mark 
JoKATDAN  Wildes  .       »  .. 

John  Guild 

This  conveyance  wa^  nft^rwtirds  confirmed,  as  before  stated;  and  ia  the 
foundation  of  all  the  land  titles  within  the  territory  first  granted  by  it,  which 
titles  thereunder  have  never  been  questioned.  No  other  early  land  grants  of 
siXKrial  interest  are  knuwn  of  any  part  of  the  town. 


CHAPTER  n- 

IXCORPORATION  OP  THE  TOWN  — FIRST  BUSINESS  —  CHURCH  HI8TORT  —  BUILD* 
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The  town  was  incorporated  ?)y  an  Act  of  the  Legislature,  June  23,  O.  Sm 
July  4,  >k  S.,  1740,  being  the  151st  town  incorporated  iu  the  State  as 
it  Uieu  existed,  iBcludiag  what  is  now  tiie  State  of  Maine,  set  off  in  1820. 
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The  first  town. meeting  was  ^notified  nnd  warned"  by  Joseph  WbeeIock«  **ope 
of  the  f^ncipal  IiibabitantSy''  hy  authority  of  an  order  from  the  General  Ci>urt, 
passed  June  25,  1740,  whose  rcluni  of  the  same  is  dated  July  7, 1740,  wherein 
he  says  :  ^I  have  notified  and  warned  all  the  Inhabitants  within  said  Township 
to  assemble  and  convene  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Jonathan  White,  Innholdcr  in 
said  Town,  on  Wednesday  ye  ninth  day  of  July  in^tnut,  at  eigbt  of  the  chnk 
in  the  forenoon,  then  and  there  to  choose  officers  for  said  Town  as  within  men- 
tioned.** The  record  of  the  meeting  says  that,  *•  At  a  meeting  legally  warned 
the  Inhabitance  of  the  town  of  Leomin-ster  being  meet  at  (he  House  of  Jonathan 
White,  IimhoUler,  within  said  Town  on  Wednesday  the  ninth  day  of  July 
Annoque  Domini  1740  and  choose  Mr.  Joseph  Wheclock,  Moderator  for  the 
govermcnt  of  said  meeting"  —  and  that  they  ''choose  and  swore  Thomas 
Houghton,  Town  Clerk  ;"  Thomas  noughton,EbcnczcrPolloy,  Jonathan  Wilson, 
Nathaniel  Carter  and  Thomas  Wilder,  asscrsors  and  selectmen ;  Gershom 
Houghton,  town  treasurer;  William  Divol,  constable;  Gardner  Wilder  and 
Jonathan  Carter,  fence  viewers;  Jonathan  White,  sealer  of  weights  and 
measures ;  Benjrimin  Whitcomb,  collector  and  sealer  of  leather;  Joseph  Whee- 
lock  and  Nathaniel  Carter,  surveyors  of  highways ;  Benjamin  Whitcomb  and 
Gardner  Wilder,  hog  reeves;  Thomas  Davenport,  surveyor  of  claplxKirJs  and 
shingles ;  and  El>enczer  Policy  and  Thomas  Houghton,  men  to  take  care  of  the 
deer,  .£e.  No  other  business  seems  to  have  been  transacted  at  the  first 
meeting. 

The  second  town  meeting  in  the  order  of  date,  thou<;h  not  in  the  order  of 
record  in  the  book,  was  held  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Whitcomb,  inuholder, 
Sept.  1,  1740.      Ebenezer  Pulley  was  chosen  moderator.     At  this  meeting,  — 

*^  First.  The  Town  voted  to  Build  a  Bridge  Cross  the  river  wbare  the  Road  is  laid 
OQt  to  sd.  river. 

"  Second.  The  Town  voted  to  raise  fort}'  pounds  for  the  Building  of  Said  Bridge : 
which  forty  pounds  is  to  be  Wrought  oat  as  Highway  Work  by  the  Survaiors  of  said 
town  allowing  each  man  four  shillings  p  day  and  two  shillings  p  day  for  a  yoakc  of 
oxen  and  one  shilling  for  a  cart  a  day.*' 

This  was  all  the  business  transacted  at  this  meetinsr,  and  doubtless  refers  to 
a  bridge  across  the  Nashua  Riv^r  at  the  Xorth  Village,  where  the  present  stone 
bridge  is  on  Main  Street,  which  was  afterwards  referred  to  in  the  records  as 
the ''great  bridge." 

The  third  meeting  was  held  .at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Whitcomb,  "Inuholder 
within  said  Town,  on  Monday  ye  tiftcenth  day  of  Pccember  Annoque  Domini 
1740.'*    Thomas  Davenport  was  chosen  Moderator.     At  this  meeting :  — 

**  FirsL    Votcd^  that  thay  would  build  a -Meeting  House  in  the  year  forty  one. 

**  Setand.  The  Town  voted  to  build  ye  Meeting  House  fifty  feet  in  length  and  forty 
feet  in  Bredth  and  Twenty  three  feet  in  Height.    ,  . 

*^  Third.  The  Town  voted  to  choose  a  committee  of  three  men^  namelj'  Jonathan 
White,  Joseph  Wheclock,  Nathaniel  Carter,  to  see  that  the  work  be  done. 
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^^  Fourth.  The  Town  voted  that  the  committee  sbobUl  have  a  Carpenter  to  hew  and 
Frame  said  House  allowing  all  the  luhabitancc  a  liberty  to  work  his  proportion  if  ho 
come  to  Work  when  he  is  notifled  b}*  said  com'mittoe  and  shall  be  allowed  six  shillings 
a  day  and  three  shillings  a  day  for  a  yodke  of  oxen  and  thay  are  to  begin  work  the^last 
of  March  next. 

^^  Fifth.  The  Town  voted  to  raise  two  hundred  pounds  money  to  defray  the  charges  v 
of  building  said  house  as  fa^  as  it  will  do." 

**Thc  town  voted  that  the  meetinsr-house  should  bo  built  on  the  north  side  of 
the  hollow  nt  the  cast  side  of  Ebenezer  Houghton's  field,  it  being  tho  land  that 
£l>enczcr  Wilder  offered  to  give  said  town,  for  the  accommodation  of  building  ' 
a  mccting-houso  on." 

"The  town  voted  to  raise  forty  pounds  money  to  provide  weights  and  measures 
and  a  town-stock  of  powder  and  bullets  and  flints  and  a  town-book,  and  to  ' 
defray  other  town  charges." 

Those  three  meetings  were  all  that  were  held  the  first  season  after  the  tottrn 
was  incorporated ;  and  the  business  transacted  in  them,  simple  as  it  was, 
constituted  the  civil  organization  with  wuicb  it  started  off;  namely,  a  set  of 
town  officers,  provision  for  a  bridge  over  the  only  stream  that  could  not  bo 
forded  at  all  times,  for  a  meeting-house,  for  a  stock  of  ammunition  and  fliiits, 
for  a  record  book  and  for  some  small  incidental  expenses. 

When  Leominster  was  incorporated,  towns  being  parishes  as  well  as  munici- 
palities!, the  first  business  after  tho  organization  was  to  build  a  meeting-bonse 
and  settle  a  minister.  Tho  first  of  these  duties  was  dono  here  in  1741,  under 
the  vote  passed  at  the  third  town-meeting,  held  Dec.  15,  1740,  so  far  as  to 
raiso  the  frame  of  a  meeting-house  45  by  85  feet  on  the  ground  aiid  22  feet 
high,  and  board  and  cover  it  and  lay  a  loose  floor,  with  probably  a  few  glass 
windo%vs  and  some  movable  seats.  This  bouse  was  first  occupied  for  religious 
worship  in  the  winter  of  1742,  but  was  not  completed  and  painted  till  1753. 
It  stood  in  the  north- w^esterly  corner  of  what  is  now  the  old  cemetery ;  and  '' 
was  used  by  tho  town  ns  a  place  of  religious  worship  and  for  town-meetings 
till  1775,  when  it  was  sold  at  public  auction  and  removed  to  Still  Siver^  in 
Harvard,  and  there  used  as  a  meeting-house.  The  next  meeting-bonse' wds 
built  by  the  town  iii  1774-5,  on  the  laud  now  used  as  the  Centre  Common. 
This  bouse  was  occupied  by  the  town  for  the  samo  pnrpo^s  as  the  old  one  till 
Oct.  12,  1823;  when,  tho  present  Unitarian  meeting-house  having  l)een  com- 
pleted by  tlie  town  at  a  cost  of  $8,000,  on  land  purchased  in  1817  of  the  widow 
Maria  Cliase  for  that  purpose,  leave  was  taken  of  tho  old  bouse,  which  was 
afterwards  moved  on  to  the  land  bouirht  of  Mrs.  Cbase,  and  made  into  a  town 
bouse,  and  there  used  for  town  purposes  till  1851,  when  tbe  present  town 
bouse  was  completed,  and  subsequently  into  a  high  school  building  with  a 
public  hall  in  it,  known  as  Gardner  Ilall ;  and  in  1870  was  consumed  by  fire. 

The  first  minister  of  the  town  was  John  Kogers,  a  lineal  descendant  of  the 
martyr  of  tbat  name,  and  a  son  of  Rev.  John  Rogers  of  Boxford,  Ma88.|  bom 
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Sept.  24,  1712,  and  a  gmduaio  of  tianrard  Unirersity  in  1732,  and  was  thirty- 
cue  ybara  old  when  ordained  in  1743.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  man  of 
leaniing  and  ability,  and  was  understood  when  settled  to  be  strictly  orthodox 
in  his  religious  views,  according  to  the  sentiments  of  his  time  and  locality ;  but 
it  was  found  after  ten  or  twelve  years  that  he  was  more  liberal  than' a  mnjcirtty  * 
of  his  parish,  and  a  movement  was  made  by  those  who  were  dissatisfied  to  have 
him  dismissed,  which  resulted,  after  a  long  contest  —  in  which  there  was  more 
or  less  ill-feeling  in  the  town  and  church  meetings,  where  he  seems  lo  have 
been  in  the  minority ;  before  councils,  wltere  he  did  not  succeed;  and  before 
the  courts,  where  the  matter  was  finally  arranged  —  in  the  connection  being 
severed  in  17(}2  by  mutual  agreohient,  Mr.  Eogers  being  paid  what  was  iound 
due  him.  A  second  precinct  being  incorporated  in  town,  Mr.  Rogers  became 
and  continued  its  minister  nearly  twenty-five  years,  till  aboiit  the  time  of  his  ^ 
death,  Oct.  G,  1789.  In  1788  the  town  was  again  united  in  oiie  pari:«h  and' 
church  by  act  of  the  General  Court.  Mr.  Rogers,  having  been  dismissed  by 
a  vote  of  both  the  town  and  church,  Jan.  28,  17 j8,  soon  after  ceased  to 
preach,  except  to  his  followers  in  their  own  houses  and  in  school-houses ;  but 
the  town  did  not  hasten  to  settle  any  one  in  his  place  tiM  its  difficulties  were 
settled  with  3ilr.  Rogers.  Dec.  22,  17G2,  however,  after  hearing  a  number  of 
candid^tQS,  and  having  united  in  calling  Mr.  Francis  Crardner,  a  son  of  Rev. 
John  Gardner  of  Stow,  ]Mas«>.,  born  Feb.  29,  1736,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
University  in  1755,  the  town  and  church  joined  in  his  ordination  as  their 
second  minister.  Mr.  Gardner  proving  to  bo  a  man  of  good  sense  and 
reasonable  liberality  in  sentiment,  as  well  as  a  fine  scholar  and  an  excellent 
business  man,  was  generally  sati;sfact6ry  to  all  classes,  and  continued  to  preach 
to  a  united  congregation  almost  fifty-two  years,  till  his  death,  which  occurred 
suddenly  at  Watertown,  on  his  way  to  Boston,  June  2,  1814.  His  remains  lie 
buried  in  the  old  cemetery. 

The  chur6h  in  February,  and  the  town  at  the  annual  town-meeting  in  March, 
1815,  made,  choice  of  Rev.  William  Baseom,  formerly  the  minister  at  Filcli- 
b'urg;  and  May  10,  of  the  same  year  he  was  installed  as  the  third  minister  of 
the  town  and  church.  Mr.  Baseom  was  lio  doubt  less  broad  and  catholic  in 
his  views  and  feelings  than  his  predecessors,  and  being  so  unfortunate  as  to 
follow  so  long  and  pleasant  a  pastorate  as  that  of  Mr.  Gardner's,  —  as  is  ofteu 
the  case  in  parishes  so  situated,  —  was  unable  to  satisfy*  and  was  dismissed,  at 
his  own  request,  after  about  five  years'  service,  March  2,  1820.  Ho  was  a 
graduate  of  Harvard  in  1802,  and  is  ^aid  io  haVe  been  an  excellent  man  in  all 
private  relations. 

Mr.  Abel  Conant,  the  fourth  and  last  minister  of  the  town,  born  in  Milford, 
N.  H.,  July  17,  1793,  and  graduated  at  Dartmouth  College  in  1815,  and  for 
some  time  preceptor  of  Groton  Academy,  was  ordained  Jan.  24,  1821;  and 
after  a  pleasant  and  successful  ministry  of  more  than  fifteen  year^,  —  during 
which  the  parish,  May '4|  1835|  was  severed  from  the  town  and  farmed  into 
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the  First  Congregational  Society  of  Leominster,  the  new  society  being  stiU  the 
first  parish  and  succeeding  to  all  the  property  and  rights  held  by  the  town  in 
its  parochial  capacity, — died  of  scrofula,  Dec.  G,  1836. 

Thus,  for  nearly  a  hundred  years,  the  town  in  its  corporate  capacity 
maintained  a  minister  of  the  gospel  and  the  orclinnry  services  of  a  church  and 
society  of  the  Christian  religion  without  much  division.  The  preaching  was 
generally  broad  and  unsectarian  in  its  character,  and  intellectually  of  a  high 
order ;  and  the  ministers  employed  were  noble  and  true  men,  leaving  a  deep ' 
unsectarian,  though  somewhat  conservative  religious  impression  upon  the 
people  generally,  which  nianifests  itself  to  this  day. 

The  old  church,  under  its  new  organization,  continued  to  flourisib,  was 
one  of  the  largest  country  societies  in  the  denomination,  and  had  some  very 
able  ministers  settled  over  it;  but  \yithin  the  last  few  years,  though  still  a 
strong  society,  it  has  suffered  from  the  loss  of  many  of  its  best  supporters  by 
death.     Its  present  minister  is  Kev.  William  H.  Savage. 

The  Orthodox  Congregational  Society  of  Leominster  was  organized  under 
the  name  of  the  Evangelical  Society,  Dec.  25,  1822,  consisting  at  the  start  of 
only  ten  members. .  Its  first  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1824,  and  is  now 
the  Catholic  Church  on  Main  Street,  having  been  occupied  by  its  builders  until 
sold  to  the  Methodist  Society  in  1838.  Its  second  place  of  worship  was  erected 
on  its  present  lot,  on  Park  Street,  in  1836,  and  dediaited  Feb.  8,  1837.  I'his 
bouse  was  struck  by  lightning  in  1850,  and  came  near  being  destroyed. 
In  March,  1871,  it  caught  fire  from  an  over-heated  furnace,  and  was  en- 
tirely .consumed.  Tlie  society  had,  previously  to  the  fire,  arranged  to  build 
its  present  splendid  brick  church  during  the  then  coming  season,  which  was 
completed  so  as  to  be  dedicated  in  Aug.  19,  1873,  costing  about  $63,000 
besides  the  lot.  It  seats  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  persons,  and  is  one  of 
the  finest  country  chun.*hes  in  the  State.  Soon  after  the  new  church  was  built 
a  portion  of  the  members  formed  a  new  society  at  the  North  Village,  under  the 
name  of  the  Congregational  Society  of  Christ,  which  division,  with  the  largo  debt 
incurred  in  the  new  church  building,  drew  prett}'  hard  and  almost  discouraged 
some ;  but,  by  great  effort,  the  debt  has  been  largely  provided  for,  and  the 
prospects  of  ^be  society  made  promising.  This  society  is  now  without  a 
minister. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  was  formed  March  27,  1828,  and  the 
church  legally  organized  March  10,,  1828.  Its  first  meeting-house*  Standing  at 
what  is  now  the  comer  of  Prospect  and  Harvard  streets,  and  at  {iieaeot  used 
for  a  dwelling-house,  was  dedicated  in  December*  1829,  and  was  used  till 
January,  1839,  when  the  society  removed  to  the  bouse  purchased  by  it  of  the 
Evangelical  Society,  on  Main  Street.  The  society  enlarged  the  last-named 
bouse  in  1839,  erected  a  steeple  on  it,  and  afterwards  oceupied  the  house  till 
it  was  sold  to  the  Catholie  bishop  in  1871 ;  the  society  then  removed  to  its 
present  beautifuFbrick  cbarch»  on  Main  Street,  in  1872,  which  it  had  previously 


14  TOWN  OF  LEOJ^nXSTEB, 

erected  at  a  cost  of  some  $65,000,  and  which  has  a  seating  capacity  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  The  ministers  of  this  society  being  of  the  itinerant  order,  and 
remaining  hut  short  periods,  have  consequently  been  numerous.  The  debt  of 
the  society  at  the  I>eginning  of  the  recent  liurd  times  was  quite  large,  and  some 
of  its  best  supporters  suffered  severely  from  the  pressure,  so  tlint,  for  a  time, 
its  prospects  seemed  somewhat  dark  ;  but  liy  courage,  devotion  and  good  man- 
og^ment,  it  seems  in  a  fair  way  to  overcome  its  diiHcuUios,  and  1>c  a  power  for 
good  in  the  future  as  in  the  past.     Its  present  minister  ia  Rev.  E.  A.  Smith. 

The  Central  Baptist  Church  of  Leominster  was  duly  organized  March  10, 
1850.  by  Iho  former  members,  principally,  of  the  Baptist  Church  established 
Api'il  30, 182 1,  and  dissolved  Oct  27, 1849.  It  was  really  but  a  re- organization 
of  the  Baptist  sentiment  in  town,  which  began  with  the  convei*sion  of  Cai>t. 
David  Allen  and  his  wife  in  1818,  and  which,  for  a  time,  was  connected  with 
the  Baptist  Church  in  Ilolden,  and  afterwards  helped  to  form  a  Baptist  church 
in  Princeton,  with  which  it  remained,  either  as  a  branch  or  otherwise,  for  many 
years.  The  first  place  of  worship  of  this  society  was  the  old  John  Kichardson 
tailor-shop,  on  Main  Street.  Its  first  meeting-house,  built  by  Capt.  David 
Allen,  between  Oct.  23, 1830,  and  July  2,  1832,  —  the  building  contract  liear- 
ing  the  former  And  the  receipt  the  latter  date,  —  for  $834.35,  on  land  now 
occupied  for  a  residence  by  S.  A.  Meads,  which  was  a  gift  to  the  society  by 
Calvin  Joslin,  was  occupied  by  it  until  its  dissolution  in  1849,  and  was  after- 
wards owned  and  used  by  the  Catholics  until  they  purchased  their  present  house 
of  worship  on  Main  Street.  At  present  it  is  occupied  b}'^  said  Meads  as  a  barn 
and  carpenter's  shop.  In  1849  the  new  society  purchased  its  church-site,  on 
VVest  Street,  of  the  First  Congregational  Society,  and  erected  its  present 
symmetrical  and  tasty  church-edifice,  with  a  seating  capacity  of  four  hundred 
persons.  This  society,  although  it  has  had  many  discouragements  and  made 
frequent  changes  of  pastors,  is  now  in  a  flourishing  condition  under  their  pres- 
ent popular  minister,  the  Rev.  O.  D.  Kimball,  settled  Sept.  1,  187G. 

The  first  movement  for  the  formation  of  a  Catholic  congregation  in  Leomin- 
ster was  made  in  1849,  when  Rev.  M.  W.  Gibson,  pastor  at  Worcester,  came 
b^re  and  said  mass  in  one  of  the  Catholic  families.  lie  subsequently  continued 
his  visits  monthly;  and,  as  the  numbers  increased,  applied  to  the  selectmen 
for  the  use  of  the  town  hall,  which  was  generously  granted,  and  services  \vero 
held  there  twice  a  month.  In  1851  the  small  meeting-house  owned  by  the 
Baptist  Society,  on  Main  Street,  near  the  North  Village,  was  purch:ised  liiid' 
fitted  up,  and  when  Fitchbutg  was  assigned  a  resident  pastor,  l^ominstor 
formed  part  of  that  parish,  and  was  attended  by  the  priests  tbereof;  viz., 
Fathers  Turpin  and  Foley.  In  1871  their  present  church  and  parsonage  were 
boughrof  the  Methodist  Society,  and  refitted  to  suit  their  purposed;  and,  to 
accommodate  their  increasing  numbers,  remodeled  and  very  miich  enlarged' 
in  1876,  so  as  to  give  a  seating  capacity  of  eight  hundred,  m:iking  a  fiUo 
church.    Lfcominster  was  made  an  independent  parish  in  1872,  and  the  prc^nt 
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efficient  pastor,  Rev.  DaDicl  Sbeil,,  appointed ;  the  church  was  dedicated  to 
Almighty  God,  under  the  ^yatrounge  of  St.  Leo,  and  is  now  a  large  and  flour*, 
isbing  parish. 

The  Congregational  Society  of  Christ,  at  the  North  Village,  was  organized 
in  1872,  and  has  worshipped  in  Kendall  IJall  so  far,  but  has  a  very  tasty  new 
mceting-houso  nearly  completed,  on  an  eligible  site  on  Main  Street,  in  the 
village.  The  society  takes  in  a  large  share  of  all  the  church-goers  in  tho 
northerly  part  of  the  town,  and  under  its  present  minister,  Rev.  Iv.  G^  Smithy 
appears  to  be  flourishing,  and  promidcs  to  l>c  a  strong  society. 

From  the  incorporation  of  the  town  in  1740  to  the  present  lime  tho.  inbalK 
itants  of  Leominster  have  ever  taken  a  deep  and  active  interest  in  the  wclfarQ 
of  their  public  schools.  The  schools  have  always  been  sustained,  by  generous 
appropriations  of  money ;  and  the  adoption  of  a  wise  and  efficient  management 
by  the  early  settlera  has  contributed  largely  to  the  acknowledged  success  of  the 
schools.  Leominster  is  one  of  the  few  towns  of  the  Commonwealth  that  was 
never  divided  into  legal  **  school  districts."  The  laws  authorising  towns  to 
divide  their  respective  territories  into  school  districts  were  never  adopted  by 
tho  inhabitants  of  Leominster. 

Not  only  did  the  town  repeatedly  refuse  to  divide  its  territory  into  school 
districts,  thus  avoiding  the  evils  of  district  corporations,  but  also,  in  several 
instances,  anticipated  the  action  of  the  General  Court  in  requiring  and  making 
provision  for  a  more  systematic  supervision  of  the  public  schools.  For  more 
than  half  a  century  —  from  1747  to  1803  —  tho  schools  were  examined  oncp 
a  year,  at  the  close  of  the  winter  term,  by  the  clergyman  and  tho  selectmen. 
During  that  period  the  6chool-lH)oks  were  few  —  tho  Bible,  Psalter  and 
Dilworth^s  spelling-book  being  tho  principal  ones;  but  soon  afterwards  tho. 
books  used  in  the  schools  became  too  numerous,  since  almost  .every  teacher 
would  introduce  new  ones.  The  result  was,  that  scarcely  any  two  schools  ia 
town  had  tho  same  books.  To  remedy  this  evil,  and  to  provide  for  a  better 
inspection  of  tho  6ch(»ols,  the  town  oarly  in  1803  chose  a  school-committee, 
whose  duty  it  should  be  to  visit  the  winter  schools  at  th^  beginning  as  well  as 
the  close  of  the  term,  to  take  the  books  into  their  own  hands,  to  select  tho 
lessons,  and  make  a  thorough  examinaticni  of  the  several  classes. „  The  scha;il- 
committeo  were  also  authorized  to  prescril>e  what  books  should  bo  used  in  tho 
several  schools;  hence  they  became  uniform  throughout  the  town.  About  tho 
same  time  registers,  somewhat  similar  to.  those  now;  required  by  law,  were* 
introduced.  Thus  the  town  anticipated,  by  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  the 
action  of  the  State,  in  making  provision  for  a  better  supervision  of  tho  public 
schools ;  for  it  was  not  till  1826  that  the  law  was  enacted,  making  it  obligatory 
on  towns  to  choose  n  committee  to  superintend  tho  schools.  Such  was  the 
system  established  by  the  fathers  for  the  management  of  their  schools ;  and  in 
the  same  just,  equal,  and  republican  spirit,  have  the  school  affairs  of  the  town 
lieon  administered  to  the  present  time,  with  such  modtficatians  as  have  been 
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mado  necessary  by  the  increasing  population  in  the  Centre  and  at  the  North 
Village  during  the  last  quarter  of  a  century. 

For  a  i)criod  of  fifty-soven  years,  from  1791  to  1848«  the  money  rai.'Krd  for 
the  support  of  schools  was  divided  equally,  or  nearly  so,  among  the  schools  in 
diSerent  parts  of  the  town.  Sometimes  this  equal  division  was  made  of  all 
but  $75  or  $100,  and  the  Imlance  was  distributed  at  the  discretion  of  the  select- 
men, or  of  a  committee  chosen  for  that  purpose,  or  of  the  school-committee ; 
and  this  equal  division  was  just  and  equitable,  for  all  the  schools  were  what 
are  now  called  **  mixed  schools,"  and  the  circum:stanccs  of  all  were  very 
similar.  But  in  1850  the  numlK*r  of  families  in  town  had  increased  to  five 
hundr^'i$t  more;  atvd  in  orckr  to  ^eet  the  rcqiiisti|fi«rsf:oC  Cbo  j^w  it  became 
n^icessary  to  establisfa[;.a  Higlf  School;  Since  thait  time  tlie  immb^'  of  scholars 
iRCJ^e  Centre  tind  North  Village  has  increased  so  if^)idiy  tl^tl^ast  the  present 
time/i]^8idest»thr  High  School  with  its  two  departments,  three  "^eachprs  and 
more  thi^i^iV'hutfdred  pupils,  it  rcquirerlhp  piaintbnance  <^tbrrg)$  grammar  and 
eight  intermediatK)  ot  p^mary  schools  to  adiSo^modate  ibem  aU,  where  formerly 
there  were  but  two  mixed  schools.  ,  This  concentration  of ^the  population  and 
school-children  <i a  tJ;io  Centre  Village  made^t  [ifhictie^ble  to  make  a  proper  and 
desirablecItiSssiQcation  of  the  scholaVj^. 

This  grading  of  the  schools  constituted  the  firat  importiint  Ifltio^ion  upon 
the  old?time  custom  of  si;ipporting  separate  mixed  schools  in  different f4)arts  of 
the  town.  In  all  schools  where  it  is  practicable,  a  proper  classification  of  the 
Bcnolars  has  now,  for  sucl\a  lengtl^i  of-time,  been  proved  tD  be^so.  manifestly 
beneficiafin  its  results,  that  it  reqiiires^no  argument  to  be  oilt^ii^^in  its  favor. 
OP*t(mrse,^lfttoi  establishment  of  the  high  and  gradccE  schools,  in  the  Centre  and 
North  Village,  rendered  imperative,  some  tnodificaiion.of  the  former  fncthod  of 
distributing  tho^schobl  moneys  ^till  the  jss^g^o  principle  is  acted,  upon  in 
giving,  so  far  as  practicable,  an  equal  amount  of  money  to  all  the  common 
schools,  with  the  intent  that  all  shall  etijoy  equal  school  privileges. 

The  most  important  departure  from  the  ancient  method  of  managing  school 
affairs  lies  in  this,  that  since  18G9  the  town  has  entrusted  the  care  of  the  school- 
houses  and  the  selection  of  the  teachers  entirely  to  the  school  committee, 
instead  of  another  committee  chosen  for  that  purpose. 

Another  innovation  of  recent  origin  consists  in  designating  the  several 
schools  by  means  of  numbers,  which  is  equally  as  definite  as  the  former 
method,  and  avoids  the  use  of  the  word  *^ districts"  as  inapplicable  to  towns 
not  legally  so  divided,  and  also  the  word  **  wards  "as  not  legitimate  in  the 
meaning  for  which  it  was  used.  But  this  change  is  not  material.  The  spirit 
and  animus  of  the  ancient  system  remains;  for  the  town,  in  its  corporate 
capacity,  still  builds  all  the  school-houses,  takes  care  of  and  keeps  them  in 
repair,  divides  the  school  money  as  equally  as  circumstances  allow  among  the 
several  schools,  and  hires  and  contracts  with  all  the  teachers  by  a  committee 
chosen  for  that  purpose.     And  though  that  committee  be  the  school  committee, 
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they  are  none  the  less  chosen  officers  of  the  town,  aud  their  continuance  in 
office  depends  upon  the  will  of  its  citizens. 

The  Tvisdom  and  excellence  of  the  school  system  is  abundantly  manifested 
by  the  prosperity  of  the  schools,  and  is  further  illustrated  by  its  capability  of 
expansion  to  any  extent  to  meet  the  wants  of  an  increasing  population.  And 
the  reverent  gratitude  of  the  present  generation  is  due  tbe  fathers  for  the 
inheritance  of  a  school  system  so  nearly  perfect  in  itself,  and  so  eminently 
adapted  to  its  wants. 

In  December,  1747,  the  first  money  was  raised  **for  schooling,**  and  it  was 
voted  ^  that  it  should  be  schooled  out,  one  half  on  the  north  side  of  the  river 
and  the  other  half  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.**  Of  course,  the  schools  must 
have  been  kept  in  private  houses.  The  sum  raised  was  about  £10,  or  $40.  In 
those  days,  and  until  the  Revolution,  £1  sterling  was  about  the  same  value  as 
$4  in  silver.  In  1748,  the  town,  at  the  ]M:irch  meeting,  also  voted  ^to  build  a 
school-house  and  set  it  at  ye  meeting-house  in  said  town,**  but  it  was  not  built 
till  the  next  year,  1749.  So  hero,  as  elsewhere,  the  descendants  of  the  Pilgrims 
planted  the  school-house  hard  by  the  meeting-house.  First  the  church  was 
organized,  and  then  schools  were  established  for  the  formation  of  a  religions 
and  educated  community.  Tbe  amount  of  money  raised  for  schools  during  the 
first  ten  years,  1747-1757,  varied  from  £10  to  £13  Qs.  8c?.,  or  from  about  $40 
to  $56. 

During  the  second  decade,  1757-1767,  the  sum  raised  fir  schools  gradually 
increased  from  £15  to  £40,  or  from  $G0  to  §1  GO.  Some  years  this  amount  was  all 
expended  at  the  school-house ;  in  other  years  at  three  places,  as  the  selectmen 
should  think  proper. 

Thus  for  the  first  twenty  years  after  the  first  money  was  rai:*ed  for  the  sup- 
port of  schools  in  1747,  there  was  but  one  school-house  in  town,  and  that  was 
in  the  Centre  near  the  roecting-house.  For  some  years  there  was  but  one 
school  kept,  either  winter  or  summer,  and  this  was  at  the  school-house ;  at 
other  times,  particularly  in  the  latter  half  of  the  period,  there  were  three 
schools  during  the  summer  taught  by  women,  one  in  the  school-house  at  the 
Centre,  one  in  the  noithern,  the  third  in  the  southern  part  of  the  town  in  pri- 
vate houses. 

In  1767  it  was  "voted  to  divide  the  town  into  three  parts  for  schooling.** 
It  was  also  **  voted  that  the  town  should  pay  the  charge  of  building  three  new 
school-houses,  one  in  each  part  of  the  town'* ;  and  these  school-houses  afforded 
all  the  accommodations  for  attending  school  that  the  children  enjoyed  for  the 
next  twenty-four  years,  or  till  17U2,  though  the  population  of  tbe  town  in  1790 
had  reached  the  number  of  1,197,  consisting  of  about  two  hundred  families. 

From  1767  to  1774,  the  sum  raised  for  schools  was  about  £40,  or  $160. 
During  the  Revolutionary  w^r  the  sum  raised  for  the  suppport  of  schools  was 
small,  and  one  year,  1777,  no  appropriation  was  made.  From  1780  to  1790, 
$333.33  was  tbe  amonnt  appropriated  for  schools.     In  1791,  it  was  rotod  to 
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divide  the  town  into  seven  different  parts,  to  be  eallcd  **  wardii,'*  and  to  build 
seven  scliool-houses  to  be  fini^sbed  during  the  next  year.  From  1791  to  1805, 
inclusivct  the  sum  raised  for  schools  was  gradually  increased  from  $550  to  $700. 
In  180G,  a  new  ward  was  established  and  a  new  school-house  built,  called  No.  8. 

From  1808  to  1836,  a  period  of  thirty  years,  a  sum  varying  from  $800  to  $900 
was  appropriated  for  schools,  $800  l)cing  equally  divided  among  the  eight 
wards,  and  the  amount  exceeding  $800  being  allotted  to  the  different  schools 
at  the  discretion  of  the  selectmen. 

'  From  1837  to  1848,  inclusive,  $1,200  were  annnally  raised  for  schools. 
During  this  period  the  population  in  the  Centre  had  increased  so  much  that  two 
or  three  schools  were,  required  to  accommodate  the  children,  and  another  ward. 
No.  10,  was  established,  comprising  a  part  of  wards  three  and  four;  and  in 
1845,  a  ncw^  school-house  was  erected  for  the  convenience  of  the  increasing 
numl)cr  of  scholars  at  the  North  Village.  The  money  raised  during  th^s  time 
was  divided  as  equally  as  practicable,  generally  at  the  recommendation  of  a 
committee,  consisting  of  the  school  committee  or  some  member  thereof,  and 
one  citizen  from  each  school  ward,  who  was  nominated  by  the  inhabitants  of 
the  a^me  and  approved  by  t^io  town.  And  this  method  of  dividing  the  school . 
money  was  continued  till  1853,  since  which  time  it  has  been  distribute,d  accord- 
ing to  the  recommendation  of  the  school  committee  in  their  annual  report,  or 
expended,  as  of  late  years,  at  their  sole  discretion. 

In  1849,  $1,500  were  raised  for  schools;  in  1850,  $1,900;  in  1851  and  1852^ 
$2,150.  On  account  of  the  establishment  of  the  High  Schtiol  in  1850,  and  of 
the  rapid  increase  of  the  town  in  population  and  wealth  during  the  last  twenty- 
five  years,  the  sum  of  money  for  schools  has  greatly  increased.  In  1855  the 
amount  was  $2,976.36;  in  1860,  $3,323.67;  in  1865,  $3,979.96;  in  1870, 
$6,600;  and  in  1875,  $8,750.  Of  this,  last  sum,  $350  were  expended  for 
teaching  VQcal  music. 

This  year,  1879,  the  town,  raised  for  the  support  of  schools  the  sum  of 
$9,900,  with  which  a  High  School  is  maintained  for  the  benefit  of  all 
the  inhabitants  (having  two  departments,  three  teachers  and  more  than  one 
hundred  pupils) ,  three  grammar,  eight  intermediate  and  primary  schools  in  the 
Central  and  North  Village,  classified  according  to  the  scholars'  attainments, 
and  ^ix  paixed  schools  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town.  None  of  these,  except  No^ 
7,  is  more  than  two  miles  from  the  Centre,  all  have  comfortable  and  commodious 
school-rooms,  furnished  with  blackboards,  maps,  globes  and  necessary  appara^ 
tus,  .and  in  all  are  employed  well  educated*  faithful  and  experienced  teach- 
Qvp :  if  the  children  of  the  present  generation  fail  to  acquire  a  good  education, 
the  fault  must  be  theirs  and  their  parents,  and  not  because  the  town  fails  in 
any  depree  to  supply  all  necessary  means  and  facilities.  * 

*Ko  hittorio  sketch  of  the  school  s^rstem  and  school  affairs  of  the  town  can  bo  complete  that 
does  not  record  the  name  of  Jonas  Henry  Koudall  onioug  the  generous  benefactors  of  the  town* 
He  died  fn  1802,  a  descendant  of  an  ancient  and  honorable  family.     By  his  will,  t>|Mides 
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The  firlBt  two  votes  passed  by  the  town  after  its  incorporation  as  d  town, 
were  those  heretofore  referred  to  in  connection  with  the  second  meeting  of  tho 
town,  held  Sept.  1,  1740,  providing  for  building  a  bridge  across  the  Nashua 
River,  in  the^l^orlh  Village,  which  made  all  the  business  done  at  that  meeting, 
were  tho  commencement  of  n  system  of  public  improvements,  in  the  town, 
hardly  second  to  that  of  any  town  in  tho  CommonwicaUh.  This  bridge  was  built 
immediately  after  the  vote  was  passed,  in  a  very  thorough  and  substantial 
manner;  the  abutments  being  tuado  of  pine  logs,  niany  of  thcni  Trom  two  ^to 
three  feet  in  diameter,  and  firmly  locked  together!  This  bridge  was  located 
where  the  present  stone  bridge  on  Maiit  Street -*- otic  of  the  finest  structures  in 
the  county,  aftid  costing  the  town  nearly  $25,000  — was  built  in  1872.  In 
clearing  away  for  the  foundation  of  this  new  stone  bridge,  these  logs  were 
iound  after  having  remained  in  the  earth,  under  the  road-bed,  traveled 
over  for  more  than  a  hundred  and  thirty  years,  as  sound,  except  from  one^balf 
to  one  inch  in  thickness  of  sap  on  the  outside,  as  they  were  in  their  native 
borne  in  the  prinieval  forests  of  the  town.  2Iany  superstructures  had  been 
worn  out  by  the  action  of  the  elements  and  the  large  amount  of  travel  on  this 
principal  thoroughfare  between  the  two  most  important  sections  of  the  town, 
and  l>cen  replaced  by  others,  all  resting  more  or  less  entirely  on  the  southeily 
side  of  the  stream,  on  this  simple  wooden  foundation ;  and  this,  too,  when  to  all 
appearance  and  as  everybody  supposed,  the  southerly  abutment  was  made 
entirely  of  stond,  the  stone  having  lieen  laid  outside  of  the  wood  and  lai^ely 
held  lip  thereby!  Indeed,  so  solid  was  this  foundation  of  wood,  and  so  hard 
to  get  out,  tliat  when  the  bridge  was  built  in  1872,  it  was  decided  to  cut  away 
sufficiently  to  bed  the  new  stone  work  on  solid  earth  and  leave  this  old  struck 
tiire  in,  as  a  foundation  for  the  road-bed,  where  for  aught  we  know  it  may 
remain  f<ir  a  thousand  years  or  more,  before  it  is  all  changed  to  anj'thing  but 
'simple  wo'cmI,  so  durable  was  the  pine  timlier  of  the  origiuat  forests  of  the 
country,  when  kept  tnoist.    The  road  referred  to  in  this  vote  was  the  first  laid 
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mioor  beqaetts  to  imUvidniiU  and  a  gift  to  tbc  tovrn  of  a  fine  bell  for  tbe  Town  Home,  and 
^fiCO'for  a  ball  and  icboc^-room  at  Norib  Leominster,  bo  beqneatbed  to  tbe  town  $5,000  for 
a  Free  Public  Library,  tbe  iucomo  of  $10,000  for  tbo  eupport  of  tbo  Iligb  Scbool,  and  tbe  inooma 
of  $3,000  for  tbe  benefit  of  tbe  scbool  at  tbo  Kortb  Village.  It  is  particnlarly  for  bis  beneflKtioni 
to  tbe  .cause  of  education  tbat  bis  name  sbould  Im  beld  in  grateful  remembrance  by  all  lovan  of 
asinnd  learning  and  geneiona  caltnie. 
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out  by  the  town  authorities  of  Leoniiiostor,  all  Its  earlier  roads  having  been  laid 
out  by  Lancaster.    The  record  is  as  follows ; 

(« Laid  oat  a  By  way  fW>m  y*  land  of  Cq>.  John  Bennett,  it  begins  at  3**  Mill  pond 
of  Mr.  Ebcnezar  Wilder  about  four  Rods  above  y*  Dam  and  Itt  Buns  strate  into  y* 
Broaid  Boaid  Unto  The  Bridge  Made  over  y*  Brook  a  little  Distance  north  of  y*  Log 
House  y*  is  Now  John  Bonnets  and  said  Boaid  Iss  five  rods  wide  and  is  Laid  out  by 

Thos.  Wilder^  \ 

Nathaniel  Carter,   >  Select  Men. 
October  y*  1"*  1740.  Jonathan  Willson,  \ 

And  accepted  by  y*  town  in  March  town  Meeting  Leominster  A.D.  1742-3.  And 
truly  Be6^  p'  Me.  Thos.  Davenport,  Toicta  Clerk.** 

This  road  now  forms  the  portion  of  Main  Street,  in  the  North  Village,  from 
the  stono  hridge  to  a  point  near  the  engine-house,  where  Ibo  brook  crosses  Ihe^ 
street,  but  has  been  greatly  reduced  in  width.  The  mill-pond  referred  to  is 
now  the  Wheelwright  paper-mill  pond.  The  **  Broad  Boad,"*  so  called,  was  laid 
out  five  rods  wide  by  the  town  of  Lancaster,  in  1734,  from  Lancaster,  running 
near  White's  Pond,  over  FolUmsby  Hill,  through  the  easterly  part  of  the  North 
Village,  and  on  the  westerly  side  of  Chualooni  Pond  to  Lunenburg,  and  now 
forms  part  of  Prospect  and  Main  streets.  Within  the  next  fifteen  or  twenty 
years  all  the  principal  roads  in  town  were  laid  out  substantially  where  they 
now  are,  except  Mechanic  Street  from  Monoosnock  Brook  to  the  Nashua  River, , 
laid  out  in  1800  and  1802  (communication  with  the  easterly  part  of  the  town  . 
having  before  that  time  been  by  the  Divoll  Road  leaJing  from  Lancaster  Street 
near  the  Johnson  Place  across  the  plain  by  the  Ilollis  J.  Divoll  Place  to  the 
river,  now  seldom  used) ;  the  portion  of  Central  between  Union  Street  and 
Platt*s  comer,  laid  out  in  1850,  and  Pleasant  Street,  Yrom  Park  to  Franklin 
Street,  laid  out  in  181C;  so  tbat  for  a  hundred  years  or  more  thereafter  but 
few  entirely  new  roads  were  laid  out,  but  some  alterations  were  made,  greatly 
improving  portions  of  these  roads,  as  in  the  case  of  Central  Street  or  the  road 
to  Sterling,  avoiding  Bee  Uill,  made  in  1830.  Within  the  last  ten  years, 
however,  a  large  number  of  new  streets  have  been  opened  and  old  ones 
widened  and  straightened  and  many  of  them  graded,  with  wide,  paved  side^ 
walks,  making  them  almost  metropolitan  in  their  character,  and  costing  the . 
town  a  very  large  amount  of  money.  Among  these  recent  improvements  in 
roads  is  the  hew  stone  arch  bridge  over  Monoosnock  Brook,  on  Mechanic 
Street,  built  in  1873,  —  a  very  fine  structure,  made  of  Leominster  granite,, 
dimension  work,  laid  full  joints  in  best  cement  mortar,  on  a  solid  Iccl<?c  founda- 
tion,  fifty  feet  wiue,  with  a  twenty-four  feet  arch  and  a  capped  granite  wall  for 
railings,  making  a* bridge  which  would  seem  to  defy  the  ravages  of  time  to 
destroy  it.  There  are  other  fine,  substantial  stone  bridges  in  town,  made  fifty.^ 
feet  wide  to  correspond  with  the  width  of  the  streets ;  but  none  so  large  or 
costly  as  the  two  referred  to.  The  town  has  always  maintained  good  roads  ^ 
and  bridges,  and  to-day  stands  high  in  this  respect. 


THE  CENTRE  COMMON.  21 

It  was  UDfortuDato  that  the  town  did  not  originally  secure  more  land  for  a 
public  park,  but  had  it  not  been  for  the  necessity  of  land  for  a  meeting-house  it 
would  not,  probably,  have  secured  any.  The  '*  Centre  Common,^  so  called, 
containing  in  the  whole  open  space  8omethin<2:  over  an  acre  of  land,  was 
conveyed  to  the  town,  in  its  parochial  capacity,  by  Rufus  Houghton,  April  7, 
1774,  to  build  a  mceting-houso  on  for  the  use  of  the  two  precincts  then  existing 
in  town«  and  was  used  for  that  purpose  until  the  present  First  Congregational 
(Unitarian)  meeting-house  was  built  by  iho  town  in  1823,  when  the  old 
meettng-houso  was  removed,  leaving  this  laud  thereafter  open  as  a  public  park, 
but  not  belonging  to  the  town  in  its  municipal  capacity.  Whca  the  First 
Congregational  Society  was  organized  in  1836,  it  succeeded  to  all  the  parochial 
rights  of  the  town,  including  the  ownership  of  this  land,  but  in  1841  the 
society  conveyed  it  by  deed  to  the  town  for  a  public  common.  Up  to  the  time 
of  this  conveyance  but  little,  if  anything,  had  been  done  to  improve  this  land, 
which  was  unfcnced,  barren,  with  little  if  any  shade,  and  uncouth-looking. 
About  the  time  of  the  conveyance,  however,  after  much  opposition,  leave  was 
obtained,  and  some  of  the  citizens  set  out  a  tree  apiece  on  this  land,  sufficient 
in  Dumber,  if  they  had  all  lived,  to  have  given  ample  shade  to  all  parta  of  it, 
but  some  of  them  have  died  and  have  never  l>een  replaced.  Those  which  lived 
arc  the  stately  elms  and  maples  now  standing  thereon  as  a  rich  legacy  to  the 
present  gcneraiion,  and  as  fitting  monuments  to  the  forethought,  generosity 
and  public  spirit  of  these  fathers  of  the  town.  Efforts  were  made  from  time  to 
time  by  individuals  to  induce  the  town  to  allow  this  land  to  be  fenced  by  indi- 
vidual effort,  free  of  expense  to  the  town,  but  it  was  so  convenient  for  the 
farmers  and  others  coming  into  the  village  to  drive  over  this  land  at  will,  that 
no  such  permission  could  be  obtained  until  1856,  when  the  town  not  only 
granted  iiermission,  but  raised  and  appropriated  sufficient  money,  and  during, 
that  summer  built  the  present  substantial  fence.  This  at  first  was  obnoxious  to 
some,  but  soon  became  entirely  satisfactory,  and  has  been  a  great  help  to 
whatever  of  fertility  and  greenness  exists  there.  That  part  of  the  land  where 
the  soldiers'  monument  now  stands,  before  its  erection  in  1866,  had  become, 
by  the  filling  of  the  streets  around  it,  quite  low  and  wet,  so  that  the  foundation 
for  the  monument,  which  now  seems  low,  the  streets  having  been  filled  so 
much  since  that  time,  was  four  and  a  half  feet  high  above  the  ground  below  the 
base  of  the  monument.  This  is  but  a  sample  of  the  filling  done  in  many  of 
the  streets  of  the  centre  village,  which  wei*e  originally  low  and  muddy,  but 
which  are  now  so  hard  and  dry. 

About  1741  the  town  purchased  of  Ebenezer  Houghton  a  piece  of  laud  near 
to,  but  not  quite  adjoining  the  first  meeting-house  lot,  on  the  easterly  side  of 
Main  Sti*eet,  for  a  cemetery,  being  the  present "  Old  Cemetery,"  so  called,  where 
most  of  the  early  settlers  who  died  here  after  the  incori>oration  of  the  town  are 
buried.  But  few  permanent  improvements,  l>eyond  making  a  substantial  stone 
wall  around  it  and  thb  building  of  a  hearse-house  on  this  land,  have  over  been 
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made  by  the  town,  as  such,  on  this  cemotery,  but  individuals  in  former  times 
built  some  liandsome  granite  toml>s,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  day,  on  the 
front  lino  facing  the  street,  which  still  remain,  but  which  are  wholly  unused 
now,  all  bodies  liaving  been  removed  therefrom  and  buried  in  the  earth*  Bnt 
the  town'  has  for  many  years  kept  it  in  a  neat  and  tidy  condition,  and 
individuals  have  always  done  more  or  Ics^s,  and  recently  have  done  a  good  deal 
to  make  it  attractive ;  which,  with  the  shade  of  the  trees  that  have  l)ccn  allowed 
to  grow,  makes  it  far  from  an  unattractive  \)Iace  of  burial.  The  **  New  Cemetery ,'' 
so  called,  further  north,  on  the  same  side  of  the  street,  was  commenced  there  ' 
in  1840  by  the  town's  purchasing  about  seven  and  a  half  acros  of  land,  and 
walling  in  the' back  side,  and  the  erection  of  a  sulistanlial  picket-fence  on 
stone  posts,  in  front  and  on  the  sides.  The  fence  l:\sted,  i^ith  small  repairs, 
until  1878,  when  the  rails  and  pickets  were  renewed,  the  posts  not  being  subject 
to  decay;  and  immediately  after  its  purchase  the  land  was  laid  Out  into  lots, 
and  the  town  has  allowed  any  citizen  of  the  town,  at  any  time,  to  take  up  a  lot- 
for  burial  purposes,  by  i>aying  two  dollars,  if  not  wanted  for  immediate  use; 
one  dollar  if  to  be  occupied  at  once,  bringing  the  lots  within  the  ability  of 
everybody  t6  own  one.  The  regular  size  of  lots  is  IG^  by  10  feet,  and  the 
whole  plan  is  rectangular.  The  town  has  built  the  avenues  and  paths,  set 
out  the  tre^  and  keeps  thism  in  order;  and  individual  have  fitted  up  and  taken 
care-  of  this  lots,  except  mowing  once  or  twice  a  year,  which  is  done  by  the 
town*  In  1870  the  town  took  and  purchased  additional  land  to  the  amount  of 
about  thirty  acres,  making  the  whole  area  about  thirty-height  acres,  which,  it  is 
thought,  will  last  the  town,  with  what  rcmiiinsof  the  old  ground,  al>out  thirty  or 
forty  years.  The  surface,  so  far  as  has  been  used,  is  quite  level,  but  the  remainder 
is  uneven,  and  aflbrds  more  opportunity  for  the  di^^play  of  art  and  taste.  The 
inohumcntal  work  is  generally  excellent,  and  some  of  it  very  fine.  Within  a 
few  years  there  has  been  considerable  effort  to  change  the  place  of  burial,  but 
after  very  thorough  examination  and  long  discussion,  the  town  voted  liot  to 
change,  and  has  seemed  to  settle  down  permanently  on  its  present  place  of 
interment.  March  4,  1754,  Oliver  Cailer  gave  the  town  a  deed  of  the  land 
en  the  easterly  side  of  Main  Street,  called  the  ** Training  Field,"  containing 
three  and  a  fourth  acres,  ^for  a  training  field  orpcrpetual  common,  with  this 
provision,  that  said  toi\rn  improve  said  land  as  a  training  field.**  Very  few- 
improvements  have  ever  been  made  on  this  land  in  the  way  of  beautifying  it 
till  quite  recently,  when -some  trees  were  set  out  and  a  substantial  fence  built 
aro6ud  it;  but  it  has  been  so  cut  up  by  the  railroad  that  not  much  can  be  done  ' 
with  it. 

The  Leominster  Water  Works  were  built  in  1873,  and  the  town  commenced 
supplying  water  for  pay  Jan.  1,  1874. 

J*or  many  years  prior  to  1870  the  people  of  the  town  resiling  in  the  villages 
had  felt  the  need  of  a  better  supply  of  pure  soft  water  for  domestic  |mrposes, 
alid  of  more  effective  means  of  extinguishing  fires;  and  the  subject  had  been 
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somewhat  discussed  by  a  vcry.few  individuals,  but  no  concerted  action  .bad 
been  taken,  or  i>erhaps  much  thought  of,  till  that  year,  when  Mausou  D.  Ilaws,  : 
Esq., ^caused  an  article  to  be  inserted  iu  the  warrant  for  a  town  mecUug  to. bo 
held  Noveml>er  8,  '*to  see  what.action  the  town  will  take  to  oI)tain. water/'  At. 
tl^is  meeting  the  subject  wa^  referred  to  a  committee  to  examine  and  report  at 
a  future  meeting,  consisting  of  M.  D.  Ilaws,  C.  II.  Mcrriam,  J.  II,  Lockey^^ 
J.  Q.  Allen,  and  Cephas  Derby.  On  the  28lh  of  the  same  month  the  comnut- 
tec  reported,  jrecommcnding. to  the  town  to  i)etition  the  next,  legislature  for 
authority  to  take  water  from  Chunloom  Pond,  or  such  other  place  or  places 
within  four  miles  of  the  centre,  as  may  be  found  mor»t  desirable,  and  the  report 
was  adopted;  and  the  town  voted  that  thp  same  committee  present  th&  peti- 
tion in  behalf  of  the  towu,  and  instructed  them  to  take  all  prop^^r  measures  to 
sct'ure  such  authority  at  the  expense  of  the.  towrx;  $300  was  appropriated 
to  im'  the  expense.  Mr.  Lockey  declining  to  act  further  with  the  committeCf , 
Dr.  G.  W.  Peirco  w:is  elected  to  fill  his  place,  and  Augustus  Whitman, 
Esq.,  was  added  to  the  committee.  After  eonsideral)le  opposition  in  the  legi^ 
lature,  authority  .^as  granted  by  chapter  240  of  the  Acts  of  1871,  hut  requirr 
iug  the  town,  before  proceeding  to  act  unc^er  it,  to  accept  of  it  by  ^  two-thirds 
majority,  voting  by  luillot  and  using  the  check-list,  at  an  annual  meeting.  TbiS;. 
was  done  at  the  annual  meeting  held  April  1,  1872,  497  voting  ip  the  afBjrms^- 
tivo  to  176  in  the  negative.  At  the  next  town  meeting  held  May  0,  1872,  a 
committee  was  chosen  to  examine  and  report  a  plan  of  proceedings  to  secure-a 
8Ut)ply  of  pure  water,  which  reported  May  20, 1872,  and  a  committee  was  then 
chosen  to  make  preliminary  surveys  and  estimates,  which  last  committee  having 
performed  that  duty,  reported  Dec.  30,  1872,  and  the  town,  on  a  test-vote  of 
249  yeas  to  5  nays,  decided  to  proceed  with  the  work,  and  chose  a  water  boards 
consisting  of  Emery  Tilton  and  G.  W.  Peirce  for  three  years,  H.  M.  Lane  and 
George  Ilall  for  two  years,  and  C.  H.  Merriam  and  AVm.  .M,  Uowland  for  one 
year,  and  the  board  organized  by  the  choice  of  C.  II.  Merriam,  chairman ;  H. 
M.  L:me,  clerk;  and.W.  M.  Ilowland,  treasurer;  and  the  town,  at  an 
adjournment  of  this  meeting  held  Jan.  13,  1873,  authorized  and  instructed  the . 
Ixmrd  to  proceed  with  the  work,  and  at  a  subsequent  meeting  provided  for  a 
loan  to  pay  the  expense,  which  was  obtained  from  the .  State  treasurer,  paya-^ 
Me, one-third  each,  iu  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years,  at  seven  percent,  interest. , 
The  work  was  let  out  to  Charles  L.  Goodhue,  Esq  ,  of  Springfield, Mass.,  and 
completed  by  him  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  town  Dec.  23,  1873,  at  which  time 
the  water  was  i^ermanently  let  into  the  pipes  and  has  not. since  been  drawn 
out.  The  pipes,  about  seventeen  and  two-thirds  miles  in  length,  are  cement- 
lined  wrought-iron  and  vary  in  size  from  four  to  twdvo  inoheS;;  the  water  is 
taken  from  Morse  Brook,  one  and  a  half  miles  froqi  the  corner  of  Main  and 
West  Streets,  with  a  fall  of  one  hundred  and  cighty-threo  feet  al  the  top  of  the 
corb*stoiie  around  Monument  Square,  giving  a  pre&sure  of  aliout  seventj'-nine 
pounds  to  the  square  inch.    The  drainage  areas  is  1,215  acres,  and  the  siorago 
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capacity  of  all  the  reacrvoirs  about  150,000^000  gallons,  or  more  water  than 
shoald  be  used  by  the  present  takers  in  a  year.  The  cost  of  the  works  up  to 
the  commenccoient  of  the  present  year,  including  all  extcusions,  service-pipe 
paid  for  by  the  town,  and  expenses  abovo  tbc  income,  with  interest  on  the  loan, 
has  beeu  $170,150.16.  The  works  the  last  year  having  paid  running  expenses, 
including  interest  on  dcbl,  by  allowing  a  reasonable  sum  for  what  the  town 
itself  has  had,  and  left  a  balance  over  of  $341.09.  This  would  seem  to  Im)  a 
good  showing,  considering  that  the  works  were  built  at  a  time  when  everything 
cost  nearly  twice  what  it  would  now. 

The  foregoing  would  seom  to  embrace  all  the  purely  public  improvements  in 
town;  but  turnpikes  and  railroads  >come  so  nearly  under  that  head  that  their 
history  is  proper  here.  But  two  tuniptkes  were  ever  laid  out  in  town,  —  the 
Fifth  Massachusetts  and  the  Union  Turnpike, — the  first  leading  from  West- 
minster through  the  centre  village  on  towa^tls  Boston,  cliarteretl  in  1798,  and 
the  second  chartered  in  ljy)3,^om  thc^rst-liamed  turnpike  near  Monoosnock 
Hill  over  Nichols' Hill r  and  over  most  of  the  other  hills  on  the  way,  to  the 
Concord  Turnpike.  The  first-named  corporation  built  their  road  and  made  it 
a  profitable  enterprise  for  many  yeara,  till  it  wsjts  made  into  a  county  road ;  but 
the  Union  Turnpike  was  never  compietedt)a(m  the  enterprise,  being  an  oppo- 
siHb^  fcf  iSpnlo  eixtent  to  th^  ipl^h  MUssgcblisetf^,  firoved  financially  disastrous 
aQ4^^<^^^hafidoned,va  part  of  i^  way  being  laid  ou0is  h  county  road  and  the 
balance  given  up  altogether.      ^      -  ■ 

;^The  Fitchbuv^  Btilroud,  chnrtere^  March  3d,  1842  (^V3>el  Phelps  stad  Alvah 
Ctopker,  two  of  (be  t^iree  corp^ratoiis  named  in  the  charter,  Jy^g^itives  of 
Leominster),  ru4!sHhrbugh the  nbfjth  village  with  all  its  immdn^se  Inisiuess,  fur- 
nishing the  most  ample  railrpad  facilities  to  that  part'of  the  town. 

The  Filchbuig  and  Worcester  branch  of  4fae  Old  Colony  Railroad  was  char- 
tered in  1847  and  opened  in  1850,  forming  now  part  of  a  Boston  and  a  Provi- 
dence and  New  Bedford  line  as  well,  runs  through  the  centre  vilkige,  furnishing 
good  accommodations  there.^ 

The  town,  for  the  first  fifty  years  after  its  settlement,  was  a  purely  agri- 
cultural community,  except  where  it  made  enough  to  supply  the  wants  of  its 
own  inhabitants ;  and  it  has  always  been  a  first  class  agricultural  town,  some 
of  its  fanns  being  made  to  produce  crops  equal  to  auy  in  the  State. 

In  1775  horn  comb-making  was  introduced  by  Obadiah  Hills  from  West 
Newbury,  and  soon  grew  to  bo  among  the  principal  employments  of  the 
people;  and  the  manufacture  of  combs  and  other  horn  goods  h:is  continued  to 
be  carried  on  and  is  to-dny  the  most  important  branch  of  Im^^iness  in  town, 
employing  about  six  hundred  and  fifty  hands  and  turning  off  from  $500,000  to 
$600,000  worth  of  goods  annually,  which  arc  sold  in  the  cities  mostly,  at  a  fair 
profit,  generally  for  ready  money. 

The  manufacture  of  children's  carriages  is  another  important  business  carried 
on  here  by  the  F.  A.  Whitney  Carriage  Company.     They  employ,  when  full, 
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one  hundred  and  fifty  bands,  and  sell  about  $150,000  worth  of  goods  a  year. 
This  is  said  to  be  tho  leading  concern  in  this  business  in  the  country,  and 
probably  in  the  world;  and  their  goods  are  of  the  very  best  quality  and 
styles,  selling  readily  in  all  the  markets  of  this  and  in  some  foreign  coun- 
tries, so  that  during  all  the  years  of  the  recent  depression  in  business  this  com* 
pauy  has  found  a  ready  sale  for  all  the  goods  it  could  make,  at  good  prices. 

The  manufacture  of  piano-cases  was  commenced  here  thirty-five  or  forty 
years  ago,  and  h:is  been  an  important  and  profitable  busii'less  in  town  ever 
since,  bringing  in  a  class  of  superior  mechanics  who  have  made  excellent 
citizens,  and  some  of  whom  have  occupied  the  highest  positions  in  the  gift 
of  tho  people,  and  are  remembered  with  honor.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  but  two  shops  where  cases  are  made,  — John  11.  Lockey*s  and  Levi  W. 
Porter's.  Tho  former  keeps  twenty-two  hands  and  does  $30,000  worth  of 
work  a  year,  and  the  latter  fifteen  hands  and  does  $15,000  worth  of  work; 
and  W.  H.  Jewett  &  Co.  finish  pianos,  making  a  good  article,  employing 
thirteen  hands  and  selling  some  $45,000  worth  of  instruments  a  year.  A. 
G.  Bcckard  finishes  what  ho  can  do  himself  with  one  workman. 

The  tanning  business,  on  a  more  or  less  extended  scale,  has  been  carried 
on  here  from  an  early  period,  there  being  at  some  times  three  or  four  con* 
cerns  engaged  in  it,  and  at  other  times,  as  is  tho  case  now,  but  one  concern, 
—  Messrs.  Putnam  &  Phelps,  —  but  this  one  is  doing  a  business  a  number 
of  times  larger  than  was  ever  being  done  at  any  one  time  l>efore,  keeping 
as  they  do,  when  full,  sixty-five  hands,  and  doing  about  $200,000  worth  of 
business  a  vear.  These  men  started  business  to<?ether  in  1850  and  have  not 
changed  their  firm  during  the  time,  nearly  thii*ty  years,  a  period  rarely 
exceeded  in  this  respect. 

Paper  was  formerly  manufactured  here  by  several  concerns,  but  is  now 
confined  to  one  firm,  George  W.  Wheelwright  &  Co.,  who  employ  88  hands, 
and  make  about  $150,000  worth  of  paper  a  year;  Merriam  Halt  &  Co.,  and 
Martin,  Biites  &  Co.  manuracture  unfinished  furniture,  the  former  keeping  60 
h:mds,  and  doing  al>out  $200,000  worth  of  business,  and  tho  latter,  keeping  45 
hands,  and  doing  $60,000  worth  of  business  a  year ;  and  G.  A.  Bishop  &  Co. 
finish  furniture  quite  extensively,  and  are  also  dealers  in  furniture.  J.  A.  &  N. 
Hanvood  manufacture  leather  board,  keeping  60  hands,  and  doing  about 
$200,000  worth  of  business  a  year.  Edward  M.  Rockwell  runs  the  **  Crocker 
Mill,**  on  woolen  goods,  employing  60  hands,  and  making  $100,000  worth  of 
these  goods  a  year.  There  is  a  large  amount  of  manufacturing  and  mechani- 
cal business  done  in  town  by  smaller  concerns,  tho  number  being  too  largo  to 
mention  in  detail,  and  the  mercantile  business  in  most  of  its  varieties,  sufficient 
to  supply  all  the  wants  of  the  town,  with  some  trade  coming  in  from  other 
towns,  is  done  hero. 

Tho  town  has  been  noted  through  all  its  history  for  its  military  spirit,  having 
io  1757  furnished  a  full  company  of  soldiers  to  go  to  the  relief  of  Fort  William . 
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and  Hoory,  io  the  old  /EVench  and  Indian  War,  during  the  alarm  c^  that  year.   - 
This  company  went  as  far  as  Springfield  before  it  was  found  that  it  wqIb  not 
needed.    Many  single  individuals  also  enlisted  from  time  to  time  before  the 
Bevolution.     And  during  this  latter  struggle  there  were  fully  three  hundred 
meii  from  Leominster  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  country  for  rarious  periods 
of  time,  from  minute-men  to  regular  soldiers  for  three  years.    The  ti)wn  came  ^ 
out  of  this  great  conlfest  with  thirteen  men  to  spare  beyond  her  fu] I  quotas 
under  the  various  calls.     So  in  the  days  of  the  Shays'  rebellion,  the  town  sent 
a  whole  company,  with  officers,  for  the  relief  of  the  courts  at  Worcester,  which  ' 
were  threatened  by  the  insurgents ;  and  also  a  part  of  a  company,  with  two 
sui)erior  officers,  to  assist  in  disi^ersing  a  camp  of  the  rebels  at  Petersham, 
where  Col.  Timothy  BoutcUe  of  this  town  greatly  distinguished  himself;  and 
bis  comrades  from  here  did  excellent  service,  the  camp  being  entirely  broken 
upi  and  the  malcontents  dispersed.     In  the  War  of  1S12,  a  full  oomimny,  with 
officers,' was  sent  from  hero  to  South  Boston,  and  remaine:!  there  till  the  danger 
was  over ;  and  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  the  town  furnished  401  men,  which 
were  more  than  her  full  quota  uikler  all  the  esills  for  men,  and  came  out  at  the> 
end  with  a  considerable  surplus  standing  to  her  credit.    The  men,  toOt  whom 
the  town  has  fumisbecl;  have  generally  shown  themselves  to  be  good  soldiers, 
many  of  them  having  become  commissioned  officers,  and  served  with  credit 
and  distinction  in  important  campaigns  and  battles ;  and  the  town  has  always 
been  prompt  in  furnisbiilg  all  requisitions  from  the  govcrumeni  for  military 
supplies,  and  in  her  voluntary  contributions  of  those  things  needed  for  the 
relief  of  the  men  in  the  hospitals,*  and  after  great  battles.     So  too,  in  the 
times  of  peace  the  town  has  not  forgotten  the  men  who  served  her  in  the  times 
of  peril,  no  call  has  ever  been  made  for  the  relief  of  an  honest  old  soldier  or  his 
faoiiify  which  did  not  find  a  generous  response ;  nor  was  the  town  slow  to^ei^ct 
a  substaiitial  monument  iu  her  public  square,*  to  the  memory  of  the  dead 
soldiers  who  served  in  the  late  war;   nor  have  her  men  been  delinquent  in 
proper  organization  and  drill  to  prepare  themselves  for  any  emergency 'that 
might  arise.     In  fact,  so  constant  have  the  citizens  of  Leominster  been  in  (heir  - 
military  duties  in  time  of  peace,  that  her  present  military  company  is  the  oldest 
but' one  in  the- State,  having  been  chartered  in  1798,  and  is  as  vigorous  and < 
promising  after  more  than  eighty-one  years  of  constant  service  as  at  any  ' 
former  time* 

Fot  fifty  years  after  its  settlement  the  town  seems  to  have  taken  very  Kttib 
interest  in  politics,  if  we  can  judge  by  the  fact  that  no  representative  whs  sent 
from  here  to  the  general  court  till  1771.  Still,  at  the  times  when  great  politi- 
cal questions  were  being  agitated,  the  records  of  the  town  show  th;it  the  . 
people  had  some  opinions,  and  were  not  backward  in  expressing  them  publicly •' 
But  it  being  a  comparatively  new  town,  the  people  seem  to  have  been  busily 
engaged  ia  developing  its  resources  and  accumulating  some  proi>crty.  In  after 
years^  however,  there  has  been  no  lack  of  interest  in  this  direction,  nor-has  j 
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there  been  -any  lack  q(  men  here  to  fill  all  political  offices  open  to  them.     Of 
the  citizens  of  this  town  three  have  been  members  of  congress,  two  of  consti* 
tulional  conventions,,  and  largo  numbers  of  the  State  senate  and  house  of. 
representatives,  —  one  five  years  —  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  one 
a  judge  of  the  Conimon  Pleas  Court,  and  two  clerks  of  courts  for  the  county. , 
The  learned  professions  have  had  able  representatives  here  during  the  entire  , 
history  of  the  town,  from  John  Rogers  in  the  clerical,  Jacob  Peabo^y  in  the 
medical,  and  Asa  Johnson  and  Abij.ih  Bigelow  in  the  legal  profession,- down  to  : 
the  present  time;  and  some  of  them  have  attained  distinction  beyond  the 
limits  of  their  immediate  neighborhood.   >  f     . 

Printkig  was  commenced  hero  as  early  as  1795.     The  **  Rural  Repositpry,* 
by  Charles  Prentiss,  the  **  Political  Focus,*"  by  Charles  and  John  Prentiss,  and  • 
"The  Telescope,"  by  Adams  &  Wilder,  were  all  published  here  for  a  time,^but' 
all  discontinued  for  want  of  sufficient  permanent  support,   prior  to:  1803. 
Charles  Prentiss  continued  hero  in  the  business  for  a  number  of  years  (his 
brother  John  having  moved  to  Kcene,  N.  H.),  and  published  several  books, 
and  kept  a  bookstore  and  bindery.     Doct.  Adam^,  who   was  settled  here, 
published  several  editions  of  his  .*^ Scholar's  Arithmetic"  and  his  ** Understand- 
ing Reader,"  two  valuable  school  books,  which  were  afterwards  enlarged  and   . 
improved,  and  the  arithmetic  became  quite  celebrated.  .  For  many  years  prior 
to  1872  there  was  no  printing  done  in  town,  but  now  there  are  two  offices,, 
with  a  newspaper  having  a  subscription  list  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  and  a  ,. 
large  amount  of  advertising  and  job  ^^ork. 

The  town  has  always  maintained  good,  substantial,  though  not  extravagant 
public  buildings  for  schools,  churches,  and  municipal  purposes. 

There  is  a  national  bank  in  town,  with  a  capital  of  $300,000,  Samuel 
Putnam,  president,  A.  L.  Burditt,  cashier;  and  a  Savings  Bank  with  1,309 
depositors,  and  deposits  to  the  amount  of  about  $550,000  ;  president,  I^onord 
Burrage,  treasurer,  A.  L.  Barditt.  There  are  here  a  Masonic  lodge,  an  Odd . 
Fellows  lodge,  a  lodge  of  Knights  of  Honor,  a  division  of  the  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance, a  Woman s  Christian  Temi)erance  Union,  a  society  of  Hibernians,  a 
post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  a  Reform  Club,  and  many  other 
organizations  for  charitable,  religious  and  helpful  purposes,  which  are  gen- 
erally flourishing  and  accomplishing  the  objects  of  their  existence.  The  . 
town  has  a  fine  public  library  of  9,000  volumes,  which  is  patronized  to  the 
extent  of  about  32,000  books  taken  out  in  a  year ;  and  there  is  a  very  respect* 
able  museum  connected  with  the  library,  as  well  as  a  public  reading-room« 
supported  by  the  town,  and  open  atall  times  free  to  everybody.  In  this  most  of 
the  daily  and  weekly  papers  circulating  in  this  region,  and  all  the  best  periodic 
cals  in  the  country  can  bo  found.    • 

The  town  has  a  well-organized  and  efficient  fire  department,  some  companies 
of  which  have  manifested  a  degree  of  skill  and  rapidity  of  action  seldom  if 
ever  anywhere  excelled. 
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ORIOnr  OF  THB  TOWW  —  COXDITIOXS  OP  FIRST  GRANT  —  PROPRIETORSHIPS  — 
INDIAN  DISTURBANCES -^ NATURAL  FEATURES  —  HILLS  AND  FORESTS— ;- EAR LT 
MANUFACTURES  —  HIGHWAYS  —  AGRICULTURE — FARMERS'  CLUB  r—  CEMETERIES 
—  LEGAL  BOUNDARIES. 

This  towa  originated,  in  a  grant  macio  by  tho  General  Court,  Dec.  7»  1719, 
Tfhiph  provided  for  the  laying  out  of  two  now  townsbips,  to  he  wholly  west  of 
the  line  of  Groton,  and  to  measure,  as  nearly  as  possil>Ie,  each  six  miles 
square.  Two  hupdred  and  fifty  acres  wxre  to  ho  given  to  eacli  actual  settler 
within  three  years,  the  allotted  numl>er  of  families  in  each  town  being  eighty.. 
Each  family  was  to  pay  £5  for  their  land,  and  to  build  a  house  and  improve 
three  acres  of  ground  within  three  years.  A  lot  was  given  for  schools,  a  Jot 
fpr  tbe  minister,  and  one  for  Harvard  College ;  and  the  settlers  were  to  build  a 
meeting-house  withiu  four  years. 

.  The  tracts  thus  granted  were  termed  the  North  and  South  townships ;  tho 
former  became  Townsend,  the  latter  included  Lunenburg  of  to-day,  with  Fitch- 
burg  and  part  of  Ash  by. 

When  the  committee  met  to  award  the  lots,  they  found  one  family  of  whites 
had  already  the  possession  of  one  of  tho  most  pleasing  locations,  jn  what  was, 
termed  •* Turkey  Hills."  Samuel  Page  of  Groton  had  wandered  over  tho. 
country  till  poverty  compelled  him  and  his  family  of  six  children  to  locate; 
and  here  ho  had  been  for  years  undisturbed,  on  the  farm  now  owned  hy 
Thomas  Wooldredge.  He  had  located  here  in  the  spring  of  1718.  The  mat- 
ter was  handsomely  arranged  by  giving  him  a  lot,  and  one  to  his  son  Joseph. 
His  son  David  soon  settled  in  Fitchburg,  and  another  son,  John,  in  Shirley. 
Josepji  oi^ras  also  appointed  surveyor's  chainman,  and  had  his  lot  east  of  his 
father's^ 

In  May,  1721,  the  proprietors  met  at  Concord  to  choose  their  lots  and  pay 
for  them,  as  dii-ected  by  the  grant. 
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Wo  here  give  tbo  names  of  those  who  took  lots  nt  the  first  division  in  the 
order  of  the  lot,  commeuciug  with  the  ^  ministerial  lot"  for  No.  1 :  — 

^^Hilkiah  Boyn ton,  John  Rnssell,  Tbos.  Taylor,  James  Gould,  Shadrach  Whitney, 
Tlios.  Pcrley,  Elcazer  Fiagg,  Sam.  Burbeen,  John  CbiUl,  Thos.  Tarbell,  Pbineas 
Parker,  Ilcnry  Chandler,  John  Perham,  £ben.  Cbadwick,  Thos.  Kimball,  Jr.,  Jonathan 
Woidman,  Warren  Child,  Nathaniel  Stowe,  Eleazar  Grcen«^  John  Coif,  Thos.  Hale, 
Cob.  Ilarris,  Jo.  Hubbard,  Jonathan  Whitney,  8aml.  Ilartwcll,  Jonathan  Dow,  Zach. 
Sawiell,  Isaac  Stone,  Joseph  Allen,  Timotby  Ilarris,  Elias  Barron,  Eph.  Sawtelle, 
Josiah  Jones,  Jonathan  Boyden,  James  R*cbardson,  Jr.,  Ed.  Ilartwcll,  Nat.  Ilorwood, 
&  one  for  son,  Jeremiah  Allen,  Joseph  Page,  Nat.  Ifoklcn,  Josiah  Gilsun,  Wm.  Lan- 
sam,  Joseph  Ball,  Aaron  Smith,  Wm.  Wlicclcr,  Wm.  Clark,  Walter  Beer,  Danl 
Thnrston,  Jonathan  Hubbard,  Sam'l  Page,  Nat.  Wood,  Jonathan  Poor,  Wm.  B!ount, 
Wm.  Kcene,  Nat.  Whittcmore,  Nat.  Wood,  Jr.,  Nat.  Hcywoorl,  Jonathan  Shipley, 
Danl.  Davis,  Isaac  Whitney,  John  Hastings,  Moses  Smith,  Eleazer  Green,  James 
Richardson,  James  Richardson,  Jr.,  Jeremiah  Pcrley,  Eph.  Pearce,  James  Bennett, 
Phillip  Goodridge,  Nathan  Harris,  Benj.  Prcscott,  Jonathan  Hartwell,  Thos.  Wooly, 
Joseph  Kimball,  Jr.,  John  Whitney,  Nat.  Wbitnc}',  Jr.,  Ed.  Emerson,  Wn^.  Wood, 
Jacob.  Fullum,  John  Fletcher,  and  Abraham  Woodard." 
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We  find  that  the  school,  college  and  other  gratuitous  lots  were  crowded 
back  upon  bills  not  quite  so  vaUiablc,  and  w^ere  nearly  or  quite  lost  sight  of. 
The  »urvcy  began  in  1720  or  *21,  and  the  proprietors  began  to  move  on  to  th^lr 
lots  about  1724,  und  in  1726  there  were  twenty-six  houses  up,  while  ten  of 
tbem  were  occupied,  though  wo  cannot  fully  make  out  who  they  were,  or 
whether  the  men  were  mostly  hunters  and  surveyors,  or  not.     The  records 
tell  us  that  &mue1  Johnson  had  the  second  family,  and  kept  a  tavern  where 
J.  S.  Willson  lives,  in  1729.    The  next  Was  Josiah  Jones*,  where  W.  S.  Jonea 
lives.     After  these,  we  arc  obliged  to  fall  back  upon  tradition  in  connection 
with  the  slender  record,  and  give  the  names  of  the  bouses  as  built ;  but  as  th^ 
Bettlcrs  came  from  Lancaster,  many  of  them,  we  infer  that  the  present  Lauciis- 
ter  road  contained  most  of  the  first  houses.    The  second  bouse  was  at  Iliraitl 
Derby*8,  where  Edward  Hartwell,  the  principal  business  man  of  the  settle- 
ment, lived;  third,  nt  Joseph  Goodrich's;  fourth,  L.  S.  Cushiug's,  where  a 
bbtel  was  kept  by  one  Hutchins  and  built  by  Prentiss ;  fifth,  Geoi-go  II.  Mclib^ 
tirc*s,  where  the  first  towo-nieeting  was  held  in  1728 ;  sixth;  Cyrus  Kilburn*8, 
where  Josiah  Willard  lived ;  seventh,  Nathan  Ileywood,  at  O.  A.  Stratt6n*8, 
and  the  present  Ileywood  homestead  at  the  depot  (ho  kept  the  first  store  in 
town,  and  was  a  successful  surveyor)  ;  eighth,  on  Houghton's  Hill ;  ninth,  J.  S. 
Willson;  tenth,  west  of  Gark  Hill;  eleventh,  S.  D.  King;  twelfth,  John 
Howard ;  thirteenth,  Stillman  Stone ;  fourteenth,  Richard  Gilchrist :  the  last 
four  were  built  about  1725  to  '30.    The  following  lots  were  taken  about  1730, 
and  houses  put  on  them :  —  A.  Parks,  the  early  home  of  the  ancestors  of  Jesse 
Sanderson ;  W.  S.  Peubody,  where  the  Boyntons  first  settled ;  Widow  Oreeo, 
where  Daniel  Austin  lived. 
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Tho  people  had  garrisooohouses  for  defence  against  the  Indiana,  lliere  was 
one  near  C.  G.  Gushing;  one  at  or  near  Musaapog;  one  at  Mr.  Dcrby'cr; 
another  at  the  ** Castle,"  where  W.  S.  Jones  lives;  another  at  Mr.  6oiiId*s,  at 
Ooodrichvillo ;  and  another  on  Flat  Hill,*  near  F.  B*  Bennet's ;  while  Mul- 
pu8  had  one  at  pr  near  tho  **  Bridge.** 

Indians ;  often  cama  to  these  houses;  but  the  conrage  of  the  women 
would  drive  thom  away,  especially  when  powder  wad  osed,  as  it  was  by  Mrs; 
Jones  and  Mrs.  Goodrich  on  one  occasion,  sending  them  in  a  hurry  to  their 

wigwam. 

.  In  1747,  a  party  came  from  Canada  to  punish  John  Fitch  for  tearing  down 
a  wigwam,  and  passed  over  the  hills  as  far  as  the  Stephen  Houghton  place, 
but,  seeing  the  settlers  going  to  church  armed,  they  left,  and  took  Fitch  and 
family  prisoners  to  Canada,  where  they  stayed  a  year.  In  after  years,  a  son  of 
Fitch  lived  in  town  as  clerk  in  a  store  kept  by  John  Taylor,  at  tho  Centre. 
He  was  dwarfed  from  the  effects  of  his  captivity,  by  beiug  bound  so  long 
with  cords. 

The  town,  was  named  by  a  party  of  King  George's  subjects,  who  were  travel- 
ing through  the  place,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Lunenburg  in  honor  of- his 
German  possession.  They  also  sent  a  l>en  for  the  ^  first  Mcctini;  House,**  I)t4t 
the.  house  had  no  belfry,  so  it  was  sold  for  freight,  and  hangs  on  King's  Chapel, 
Boston.  i 

"In  Coancil,  Aug.  2, 1728 :  Ordered  that  J.  Willanl  Is  empowered. to  assemble  the 
people  of  tho  toT^n  of  ^Lunenburg' to  cboose  officers  to  stand  till  the  anniversary 
meeting  in  March  next.  Chose  James  Colbam,  11.  Bojnton,  J.  Willard,  £ph.  Pearce 
and  Saml.- Page,  select  men." 

There  are  few  towns  in  this  couuty  that  contain  so  many  pleas:mt  hills  from 
which  to  view  the  surrounding  country,  even  in  some  instances  to  tho 
distance  of  fifty  miles ;  and  yet  most  of  these  elevations  are  quite  fertile,  and 
have  residences  upon  them,  and  are  well  ad:i])ted  for  all  purposes  pertaining  to 
agriculture.  In  1793,  Peter  Whitney  said  that  the  town  was  nearly 
divested  of  forests,  and  soon  would  not  have  enough  for  home  consumption ; 
and  yet  at  this  late  day  wo  have  wood  enough  aud  to  spare,  and  with  oare 
there  wjll  grow  all  that  shall  be  necessary  from  year  to  year  for  homo  use. 
Statistics  tell  jus  that  (here  is  more  land  now  covered  with  growing  wood  thim 
in  1793. 

The  hills  of  the  town  bear  their  primitive  names,  and  will  probably  retaia 
them  for  geuemtionsi  These  are  Hunting,  Flat,  Carter,  Turkey  or  Clark's, 
Cowdry,  Town's,  Savage's  and  Turner's  bills.  Town's  Hill  has  a  nice  **city 
residence "  upon  it,  and  has  a  comtitanding  view.  Savage's  Hill  has  another 
excellent  city  residence,  where  the  Hon.  James  Savage  spent  a  large  porttoif 
of  bis  later  summers.  This  residence  overlooks  our  most  beautiful  sheet  of 
water,  and  the  hill  is  nearly,  or  quite,  the  highest  elevation  iu  town. 
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Bat  little  water  flows  into  town,  and  the  streams  are  small.  At  ^  Mulpus 
Falls  **  (so  named  as  early  as  1780) ,  is  a  saw-mill  owned  by  the  Perrin  Brothers, 
another  owned  by  L.  Phelps,  and  a  saw  and  grist  mill  owned  by  W.  &  W.  F. 
Dickson*.  Here  is  the  principal  manufacturing  part  of  the  town.  At  the  reservoir 
— formerly  called  Catacoonamng,  with  seven  and  one-half  acres — we  find  Hough- 
ton*s  saw-mill,  doing  good  business.  The  reservoir  now  contains  hirndreds  of 
acres.  As  early  as  1 727,  **  Willard's  *•  Mill  was  doing  grinding  at  Cyrus  Kilbuhi's, 
the  first  on  rcconl.  Another  Willard  had  a  mill  soon  after  on  land  of  Mr. 
Trask.  At  Mulpus  Brook  was  one  near  R.  Gilchrist's ;  farther  west,  near  "  No. 
4"  school-house,  one  was  supposed  to  have  been.  In  the  south-west  part,' on 
"Baker's  Brook,"  are  the  remains  of  the  celebrated  *' Wcthcrbeo  Mill,"  which 
did  better  service  than  any  mill  for  twenty  miles  around.  To  supply  it  with 
sufficient  water,  Mr.  Welherbjc  built  a  canal  from  the  Nashua  River. 

In  1747,  Benjamin  Bellows,  Jr.,  built  a  mill  at  "Mulpus  Bridge^"  where 
many  of  our  oldest  inhabitants  remember  carrying  grain,  and  the  milUtoneS 
can  now  bo  seen  in  the  debris  that  remains  where  they  were  formerly  in  use. 

In  describing  the  practical  arts  of  our  ancestors,  we  might  simply  say  that 
their  manufacturing  was  rude,  yet  honorable.  Then  our  mothers/  tnado  all  the 
clothing  of  the  family  rather  than  pay  sixty-seven  cents  per  yard  for  print 
dresses.  The  loom  and  spinning-whecl  were  constantly  in  use,  both  by  mothers 
and  daughters.  It  might  be  well  if  such  domestic  employments  were  more  in 
vogue  at  the  present  time  than  we  generally  find  them. 

Brick-making  was  carried  on  at  an  early  day,  and  we  can  find  the  old  yards 
on  nearly  every  farm.  Tanning  was  also  quite  cxteusively  pursued,  and  wo 
may  mention  the  yard  of  Jacob  Caldwell,  which  has  l>een  cntii*ely  removed. 
There  was  also  a  valuable  tannery  at  or  near  George  Billing^j'  at  an  early  day. 
Potash  was  largely  made.  At  a  later  period  there  was  a  book-bindt*iy 
establishment  ia  town,  conducted  by  one  Gushing  at  James  Putnam's,  and 
printing  by  William  Greenough  at  J.  C.  Brown's.  In  1837,  sixteen  thousand* 
volumes  were  printed  and  bound.  Ninety  thousand  straw  hats  were  made  in 
that  year,  valoed  at  $17,000. 

Nothing  but  "bridle-paths'*  served  the  early  settlers,  and  horseback  Hding 
was  the  only  way  to  pass  from  place  to  place.  To  see  a  gentleman  and  lady 
upon  one  horse  might  seem  rude  now,  but  then  it  was  a  rich  treat  to  thus  conduct 
their  course  to  church  or  on  business.  Many  times  the  stream  had  to  be  forded,' 
as  there  were  no  bridges  for  years,  the  horse  swimming  with  his  burden  upon 
his  back*  In  1 724,  the  trees  were  cut  away  from  Lancaster  to  what  is  now  the 
Centre.  Next  the  course  was  over  the  hills,  west  to  South  Fitchburg,  and 
thus  communication  with  David  Plage's  residence  on-  Pearl  Street,  Fitchburg,' 
was  made;  commencing  at  or  near  John  Howard's,  passing  S.  Stone*s,  thenco 
by  J.  W.  Mossman's  and  Levi  White's.  It  had.  no  bridges,  nor  was  it  graded, 
but  timber  and  brash  were  cut  away.  ^Mulpus "  Bridge  was  built  in  1745, 
by  a  company  in  the  employ  of  Maj.  Willard.    In  173G,  Benjamin  Bellows 
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and  othcra  asked  the  General  Court  for  four  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land, 
wf ill  which  to  build  tbo  present  **  Northfield  ^  road,  sometimes  called  -the 
••  Scfitt  *•  road.  Jt  passes  J.  S.  Willson's  from  Flat  IIill,  by  W.  S.  Peabody's, 
by  tb(f  Snows*  to  Pearl  Hill  school-house,  thence  on  to  Ashbumham,  and  was  to 
cohtinue  to  Tic^mderoga.  These  petitioners  had  land  in  Winchester  and  Wal- 
pole,  N.  II. ,  which  caused  them  to  ask  for  the  road* 

'  About  1830  the  road  to  Fitchburg  direct  was  made,  and  is  one  for  a  good 
drive.  About  1870,  Townf^cnd  and  Leominster  roads  were  built  for  the  l>enefit 
of  outsiders,  nt  a  cost  to  this  town  of  nearly  $15^030.  Thus  we  have  kept  on 
adding  rond  to  road,  till  it  is  one  continued  network,  and  amounting  to  one 
hundred  milc8,  which  makes  a  pretty  tax  for  the  people  to  support. 

The  Fitchburg  Railroad  was  built  through  the  town  at  the  south  and  west, 
giving  us  a  depot  at  the  Hey  wood  Homestead.  Most  people  take  the  cars  in 
adjoiuiug  towns. 

The  laud  was  very  fertile  when  first  taken  up,  and  but  little  effort  had  to  be 
made  to  get  abundant  crops.  The  meadows  on  our  streams  bore  all  the  grass 
needed  f)r  pastunigo  and  hay;  so  that  nothing  required,  cultivation  save  what 
was  nccdcrl  for  the  food  of  the  family,  and  with  a  l)og  hoc  and  woodea  plow, 
the  work  was  as  easily  done  as  at  the  present  day  with  the  swivel-plow  or  the 
mowjng-machinc. 

The  Ikllows  family  c:ime  into  town  about  1725,.  and  took  a  large  tract  of 
land  at  the  Centre^  mostly  on  what  is  now  the  east  side  of  the  Lancaster  road, 
ond  north  of  Clark's  Hill,  while  one  Taylor  hnd  the  opposite  side.  William 
Clark  owned  a  large  lot,  including  the  hill  bearing  his  name.  Benjamin  Bel- 
lof^s,  Jr.,  was  a  very  active  man,  and  had  large  estates  at  Bellows  Falls,  Vt., 
which  kept  many  men  in  bis  employ,  so  that  be  added  mugh  to  the  farming 
interest  of  this  town,  and  with  his  son  Joseph,  managed  the  estates  with  suc- 
cess. This  Mr.  Bellows  was  constantly  aiding  the  settlers  by  driving  back 
intruders,  and  became  one  of  tbo  most  influential  men  in  these  i>arts. 

Grains  were  grown  at  an  early  day,  say  1730,  while  corn  was  the  principal 
living  for  a  long  time,  being  ground  in  a  mortar  by  hand,  and  b:iked  l)efore  the 
fire  in  a  '^spider/'  and  thus  called  a  ^  spicleir-eake."  But  as  the  land  has 
become  worn,  the  farms  have  grown  up  to  wood,  so  that  whole  neighborhoods 
have  become  depopulated,  one  in  particular  at  Mulpus  Bridge,  and  wher6 
were  a  dozen  or  more  houses.  Now  a  farm  of  fifty  acres  is  enough,  and  along 
side  of  Col.  Bellows's  eight  hundred,  would  bo  considered  a  paradise. 

The  south  and  west  parts  of  the  town  are  better  adapted  to  farming  than  the 
north,  yet  with  much  pains  the  i:irms  will  yield  well  in  all  parts.  .  People  are  now 
reclaiming  tbo  low  lands,  believing  that  these  will  soonest  enrich  their  garners. 

In  1848,  a  Farmers'  Club  wasformeil,  it  being  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in 
the  $tate,  which  proves  to  bo  of  great  value  to  the  interest  of  agriculturists  in- 
ealliug  them  together  for  concert  of  action.  It  has  created  great  interest  in 
and  about  the  town,  and  npw  has  just  been  given  a.  liberal  sum  of  .money  by^ 
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C.  L.  IIc3'wood,  n  native  of  the  town ,  the  interest  to  be  used  annually  for  the 
benefit  of  the  society. 

We  give  the  names  of  the  presidents  of  the  club  since  its  organization :  — * 

"N.  F.  Cunningham,  D.  Putnam,  C.  Kilburn,  T.  Biinn^s,  T.  D.  Pratt,  E.  Jones,  E. 
Graham.  C.  A.  Goodrich.  J.  A.  Cunningham,  Asa  Whiting,  Abel  Cook,  lilartin  John- 
BOD,  F.  31.  Marston,  L.  Pitts,  James  Ilildrctl).  2d,  John  F.  Brown,  Isaac  M.  Woolson 
and  Stillman  Stone.    William  II.  Jones  was  secretary'  and  treasurer  for  fifteen  years 
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The  first  who  was  interred  in  the  south  cemetery  was  Philip  Goodridge,  ip 
1728,  aged  sixty  years.  •  The  first  buried  in  the  north  cemetery  was  Hannah 
Diinsmoor,  in  1770,  daughter  of  Dr.  Dunsmoor. 

The  present  city  of  Fitchburg'was  taken  from  this  town  in  1704.  Torroy's 
history  seems  to  reflect  on  Ihe  mother  to<\'n  for  not  more  willingly  allowing  the 
child  to  go  forth ;  yet  the  ratiyor  of  the  young  city,  in  187G,  desired  the  assist- 
ance of  the  mother's  purse,  and  asked  her  to  be  re-atiuexed,  and  called  the 
''7th  ward.** 

The  following  are  the  boundaries  as  the  town,  was  in  1830,  from  surveys  of 
Cyrus  Kilburn,  which  he  has  kindly  furnished  to  the  writer:  — 

*'  It  is  the  north«east  town  of  Worcester  County,  and  the  survey  begins  at  the  north- 
east comer  of  the  town  in  Shirley  line,  and  at  the  south-east  corner  of  Townsend ; 
thence  north  CO"  18'  west  1,D3G  rods  by  Townsend  line  to  a  stone  post  at  Ashby  line, 
the  soath-west  corner  of  Townsend  ;  thence  south  5'  24'  west  by  Ashb}-  line  165  rods 
to  a  stone  post  set  beside  a  large  white-pino  stum;),  the  true  corner ;  thence  south  4®  5' 
west  484  rods  by  Fitchburg  lirxc  to  a  stone  post ;  thence  south  2"  7'  east  241  rods  by 
Fitchbarg  line  to  a  stone  post ;  thence  soutli  10"  21'  west  74o  rods  by  Fitchburg  line 
to  a  stone  post ;  thence  couth  33**  10'  cast  198  rods  to  a  large  white-oak  tree  marked 
by  Leominster  line ;  thence  noith  GO"  51'  cast  401  rods  to  a  stone  post  on  west  side  of 
Unkeshewalom  by  Leominster  line;  thence  south  32"  21'  east  Gl6  rods  by  Leominster 
line  to  a  stone  post;  thence  south  13"  57'  east  401  rods  by  Leominster  line  to  a  stone 
post;  thence  south  GO"  37'  east  140  rods  to  Lancaster;  thence  south  70"  35'  east  388 
lods  by  Lancaster  line  to  a  stone  ix)st ;  thence  north  15"  34'  east  1,802  rods  by  Shirley 
line  to  first  bound ;  containing  17.404  acres.  In  1848,  the  Legislature  changed  the 
Shirley  line  so  as  to  agree  with  *  Groton  old  line,'  and  by  so  doing  an  angle  was 
formed  at  the  '  old  corner,'  commencing  at  the  south-east  corner  of  Lunenburg ; 
thence  north  14"  52' cast  about  217  rods  to  *  Groton  old  corner'  to  a  stone  post  by 
Shirley  line ;  1  hence  north  IG"  31'  cast  about  1,585  rods  by  Shirley  line  to  a  stone  post 
to  the  place  6f  beginning  aforesaid." 

Tradition  sa3*s  that  the  south  line  was  run  ns  it  is  to  **  please  sotnebody**; 
for  some  settlers  of  Leominster  assisted  in  the  surveys,  and  nit  started  from 
Lancaster  line  and  watered  their  horses  in  Massanog;  thence  to  Unkesha- 
wbalom  and  did  the  same ;  then  to  the  Nashua,  and  on  to  a  point  l)etwcen  *'Dor- 
Chester  and  Wooburn  Farms"  as  the  south-west  corner  of  the  town.  These 
farms  are  supposed  to  mean  Westminster  and  Ashburnbam. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

OATS  OF  THE  nEVOLCTIOX  —  LISTS  OF  S(M.DIEB8-— MOVEMRXT  AOAnrST  SHATS 
—  8EOOXDWAC  tVITII  ENGLAND— TUB  SOCTUEBX  BCBBLLIOX  —  A  BEUARKA- 
BLE  SeBVICE  —  ROLL  OF  HONOR  —  SCHOOLS  AND  EDUCATION  —  CnURCHf» 
AND  RELIGIOUS  AFFAIRS  —  ALMSHOUSE  —  HOTELS  —  LIBUARV  —  PROFESSIONAL 
AND  PUBUC  MEN. 

Our  people  were  quite  uhaoimous  in  support  of  our  rigbts  to  '^  representa- 
tion or  no  tusation,"  and  chccrf\illy  acquiesced  in  the  hardships  and  privatiohs 
during  the  long  struggle  of  the  Revolution.  George  KimbalU  who  lived  where 
S.  Stone  now  docs,  was  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Gmcord;  in 
October,  1774,  and  it  was  ordered  that  one-fourth  of  the  militia  should  be 
ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warning.  Fifty-seven  men  were  chosen,  with 
John  Fuller,  captain  (who  lived  where  Mr.  Ililbert  now  does),  Jared  Smitli, 
ensign,  and  Thomas  Ilovey,  drummer.  The  company  used  to  train  on  the 
Common;  and  on  the  4th  of  July,  177G,  they  planted  the  but  ton  wood 'tree 
now  standing  there. 

Nearly  all  who  were  at  Bunker  Hill  returned ;  and  we  give,  as  near  as  ciin 
be  now  done,  the  names  of  those  who  went  into  the  army  ;  viz. :  — 

Jonathan  Adams,  Bcnj.  Bellows,  Jr.,  Peter  Barthrick,  colonel,  killed  at  Long  Island, 
Ed.  Bricjige,  Col.  Peter  Brown  (who  lived  where  O.  L.  Spaukling  now  does),  Gen.  John 
Bellows,  Nchcmiah  Bowers,  Jonas  Bowers^  John  Kiiss,  Aaron  Itiiss,  Joseph  Bickncll, 
Charles  Cushing,  Abraham  Carlton,  Jr.  (died  1775),  Asa  Carlton,  Ti moth}"  Carlton, 
Phincas  Carlton,  Tbadeus  Carter,  James  Carter  (died),  John  Dunsmoor  (was  a  sur- 
geon), Phillip  Goodridge,  Jr.,  Tlios.  Ilarkness,  Noah  Dodge,  Israel  Wy man;  Richard 
Fowler,  Jonathan  Martin,  Wm.  Martiu. 

A  letter  written  by  Col.  Brown  while  at  Bunker  Hill  is  still  in  existence. 
.  The  adoption  of  the  Constitution  occurred  in  1778,  amid  this  sanguinary 
.strife,  and  the  voters  were  unanimous  in  their  action.  Immediatciv  afterwards 
nine  men  were  called  for  the  army,  and  were  furnished  at  an  ex[>ense  of  $100 
each,  by  borrowing  the  money  and  taking  care  of  the  family. '  Each  person 
was  called  to  take  part  In  support  of  the  war,  and  unless  ho  responded,  was 
termed  **Tory."  Many  of  the  wealthy  would  unite  as  a  company,  so  that,  if 
one  was  called  to  the  war,  each  was  ready  in  his  turn  to  furnish  a  substitute, 
and  when  one  could  not  I>e  obtained  they  would  ."draw  lots''  to  see  who  should 
gq ;  as  it  fell  to  u  Mr.  'Wiilard  in  one  instance,  he  sent  his  slave  in  his  place. 
When  many  had  done  more  tlvui  was  thought  right,  the  town  voted  toequaliee. 
The  men  from  this  town  went  to  Bennington,  having  learned  by  ^'signal,'* 
within  two  hours  after  the  first  gun  was^  fired,  but  reached  there  too  late  for 
action  at  the  second  battle.  But  little  can  be  learned  by  the  records  of  the  Cost 
of  the  war  to  the  town,  as  the  currency  was  so  changeable,  but  $18^000  was 
assessed,  aside  from  what  individtiuls  did.  .     .1 
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Tbo  people  had  become  so  oppressed  by  taxes  after  the  war  that  some  even 
in  this  town  sympathized  with  Sbays  in  his.  resistance  to  the  sheriiTin  enforcing 
the  collection  of  taxes,  but  tbo  better  portion  of  the  people  ordered  out  u 
company  of  men  to  assist  the  enforcement  of  the  law^  and  marched  ns  fir  as 
West  Boylston,  and  then  the  matter  was  settled ,  and  no  blood  shed  fro'ni  this 
town. 

But  little  interest  seemed  to  be  manifested  on  the  pai*t  of  our  people  in  the 
war  of  1812^  as  what  men  went  seem  to  have  been  drafted,  viz.,  Levi  Plagg, 
Jr.,  James  IIolden,,Lil)beus  Priest  and  James  Gilchrist.  They  appear  t.o  liave 
done  little  more  than  stay  in  and  about  Boston.  There  was  considerable  feeling 
both  for  and  against  the  war,  and,  as  was  common  in  the  other  towns,  the  ^Riot 
Acts"  were  read  in  public  places  hero  to  prevent  tumults.  ,    i 

But  when  the  civil  war  burst  upon  the  country  our  people  were  deeply 
interested,  and  to  speak  or  even  lisp  one  word  against  the  northern  army  was 
enough  to  give  one  the  name  of  "copperhead."  On  the  memorable  19th  of 
April,  1861,  John  E.  Lj'on  started  for  Bostoti  on  foot,  enlisted  into  the  army, 
and  served  continually  till  the  surrender  of  Leo  and  the  collapse  of  the  Rebel- 
lion. On  the  22J  of  April  a  large  flag  was  flung  to  the  breeze  jubt  in  front  of 
the  town  house,  and  immediately  after  a  large  bald  eagle  was  seen  to  approach 
from  the  south,  take  a  large  circle  over  the  flag,  and  with  a  loud  scream  pass 
dircptly  to  the  north. 

In  the  evening  the  people  met  in  the  town  hall,  when  volunteers  were  called 
for.  Charles  Kilburn,  George li.  Stahl,  Ansell  W.  Stahl,  Russell  O.  Iloughlpu, 
with  the  one  who  went  on  the  lOlh  of  April,  wcro  enrolled  for  the  three  months' 
call  of  President  Lincoln.     These,  we  believe,  had  $9  per  month  extra  pay. 

The  response  to  the  second  call  was  very  large,  with  $100  bounty  and  State 
aid  of  $7  [)er  month,  as  follows,  viz. :— - 

Alfred  Billings,  Amos  Billings,  Charles  C.  Walker,  Charles  D.  Litchfield,  William  F. 
Hanls.  Thomas  Loughce,  George  L.  Curtis,  Henry  L.  Bumcll,  B.  Frank  Clark,  Ilenr}* 
O.  Adams  (lost  an  e^'e),  Francis  A.  HUdreth,  Joseph  H.  Pearson,  William  L.  Boynton, 
William  ilodgeman,  Anson  Gleason,  Isaac  Newton,  Jr.,  Boswcll  G.  Adams,  Marcus 
IL  Spaalding,  Charles  Kilburn,  Henry  P.  Kidder,  Charles  B.  Longlcy,  James  M. 
llLldrelh,  Charles  E.  Oliver,  William  B.  Stahl,  George  V.  Ball,  Samuel  Ilailwell, 
Noah  T.  Winn,  John  A.  Gilchrist,  Calvin  D.  Sanderson,  Alonzo  Whiting,  George 
IlndsoD,  George  A.  Lancy,  Luiher  A.  Lancy,  Gilbert  Cook,  David  Spaulding,  James 
D.  Fairbanks,  William  II.  Boynton,  George  S.  Smith,  Willinra  D.  Perrin,  Albert  W. 
Ilaynes,  George  Ilaynes,  Ilenr}*  Sanderson,  William  B.  Graves,  J.  Franklin  Boynton, 
Charles  A.  Harris,*  Hiram  W.  Longley,  Joseph  L.  Proctor,  Albert  Houghton,  David 
Merrill,  John  Catin,  Richard  II.  Wj-eth,  Joseph  R.  Graves. 

The  third  call  was  for  thirteen  men  ;  and  each  one  hud  $100  bounty  for  three 
years,  and  $7  State  aid  to  family.    These  were  :— 

Foster  E.  L.  Beale,  George  II.  Mclntire,  L.  O.  Bruce,  Gardner  Vangbn,  George  H. 
Uerrilly  Eli  S.  Lancy,  Lcmael  Pitts,  Jr.,  George  S.  Pitts,  Charles  H.  Neale,  Orlando 
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Holman,  Ezetdel  G.  Bailey,  James  H.  Smith,  David  N.  Kilbarn,  Charles  E.  Uarsiuill, 
William  II.  Wjeth,  James  A.  Litchfield,  Charles  D.  Page,  J.  Frank  Butler. 

The  following  nro  included  in  the  fourth  call,  viz. :— - 

Henry  P.  Eilbnrn,  Forestas  11.  Jowett,  George  A.  Iloward,  Levi  Parker,  George 
E.  Brown,  Clark  Datton,  Eb.  L.  Blood,  Henry  II.  Whitney,  Fred.  J.  Lawrence, 
Benjamin  F.  Marshall,  Samuel  Wallis,  Frank  O.  Cady,  Oliver  F.  Brown,  Ed.  E. 
Carr,  Levi  W.  Goodrich,  George  W.  Conant,  Merrill  B.  Carlton,  Andrew  J.  Green^ 
Jesse  A.  Sargent,  George  A.  Stahl,  Xoble  Fisk. 

The  fifth  call  came  upon  the  people  when  matters  looked  rather  dubious,  and 
tbo  young  men  did  not  feel  quite  so  ready  to  go,  and  a  draft;  being  ordered,  the 
following  responded  witb  a  substitute,  if  not  in  person,  viz. : — 

Abfjah  S.  Green,  Andrew  Cook,    John  Smith,    James  Ilildreth,  2d,-  Judge   T.  ' 
Dinsmoor,  George  A.  Cook,  Stillman  Phelps,  Francis  J.  Lone,  Samuel  A^  White* 

At  the  end  of  the  second  year  wo  had  lost  eighteen  men,  which  wore  mostly 
supplied  by  re-enlistment  of  returned  volunteers.  Subsequently  the  following 
entered  the  army,  viz. : — 

John  Snow,  E.  C.  Goodrich,  Josiah  L.  Houghton,  C.  C.  TopliflT,  E.  E.  Meniam,  John 
J.  RnmsdclU  Charles  Boynton,  Martin  Sanderson,  George  C.  Jewett,  Albert  L^ 
Ileywood,  William  B.  Neat,  Jesse  A.  Sargent,  Marcus  F.  Pruc, 

In  addition,  we  are  pleased  to  say  that  the  following  are,  or  were  formerly 

residents  of  this  town,  though  not  counted  as  part  of  its  quota : — 

••  •  t,  . 

James  A.  Cunningham  (since  Adjutant-General  of  the  State),  Charles  II.  Cunning-  . 
ham  (Major  of  27th  Wis.),  George  P.  Cottiug,  Ed.  F.  Emory,  James  R.  Gilchrist, 
William  A.  Hildrcth,  Rev.  William  A.  Mandcll,  James  Savage,  Jr.,  Clark  Simonds, 
George  S.  Gilchrist,  Warren  E.  Gilchrist,  Stillman  Stone  (Capt.  Vt.  V.  M.). 

Tho  whole  number  of  residents  sent  to  the  war  was  one  hundi*ed  and  two. 
Thirty   wore   killed,   or  died   of  wounds,  or  imprisonment;    fourteen   wcro  • 
wounded;  fifty-eight  came  homo  uninjured.     Tho  towii   furnished   nine  men 
more  than  the  real  quota,  and  in  all  sent  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  men,  at  a 
cost  to  the  town  and  individuals  of  fully  $34,000.     The  town  voted  to  "fcfund 
to  Hulivicluuls  all  liibney,  except  to  those  drafted."     In  186G  tho  town  erected 
two  tablets,  with  tho  names  of  the  fallen  dead  suitably  engraved  thereon, In  ' 
the  present  town  hall,  at  a  cost  of  about  $300.     It  is  matter  of  great  rogrct  ' 
that  the  ^$300  commutation ''  was  not  refunded  to  each  individual. 

Tne  first  settlers  had  but  little  aclvantagcs  for  schooling ;  for  a  long  time  tho 
schools  ^vere  kept  at  private  houses  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  at  the  expenso 
of  those  who  had  children  to  educate  and  means  to  do  it  with.  Rev.  Andrew 
Gardner  taught  the  first  school  of  which  we  find  any  record,  in  the  parsonage 
where  Martin  Johnson  now  lives,  in  1732. 

In  1733-4  Nathaniel  Haywood,  Benjamin  Goodrich,  Hilkiah  Boynton  and 
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Josiuh  Willard  taugbt  iu  ns  mauy  diflfercnt  fumilicd,  ns  the  scholars  might  be 
more  readily  convened.  Probtilily  in  their  own  houses,  as  follows:  the  first  at 
south  part  of  town ;  the  second  near  Unkcsh^whalom ;  the  third  at  or  near 
Peabody's;  the  fourth  at  Cyrus  Kilburn's.  For  this  purpose  $133.20  was 
appropriated,  and  *'  to  be  called  lawful  schools."  The  next  account  we  find  shows 
that  in  1735  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  provide,  but  how  much  money  or 
schooling  was  provided  we  do  not  learn.  In  1737,  SlCG.50  was  appt*opriated, 
and  in  1738  $199.80  voted,  and  school  kept  b}''  *' School  Dames"  two  months  ' 
in  six  difierent  places.  In  1740  the  first  school-house  was  built  at  what  is  now 
the  centre  of  ihe  town,  though  a  great' effort  was  made  to  have  it  located*  further 
south,  say  near  what  is  No.  2  school-house,  or  faithcr  north,  at  or  near  No.  7 
school-house.  It  was  a  log-hut,  and  stood  on  the  common.  This  division  bf' 
sentiment  had  much  to  do  with  the  present  location  of  our  village,  so  tradition 
says.  Here  was  the  end  of  school-house  building,  as  far  as  we  can  learn,  till 
after  the  Revolution,  as  thei*e  was  but  little  money. 

In  1777  we  find  an  appropriation  of  $10  made  for  two  schools,  one  kept  in 
WilHam  Chad  wick's  corn- barn,  now  belonging  to  C.  G.  Hutchinson.  In  1778 
$2C.G6  was  raised.  Although  the  schools  were  needed  there  seemed  a  more 
pressing  demand  for  religion,  as  about  twelve  times  that  amount  was  secured 
tOvthe  miuister.  After  this  the  people  became  more  prosperous,  aud  wo  find 
more  attention  paid  to  schooling,  so  that  the  schools  took  their  proper  place 
alongside  the  church,  for  in  1783  $500  was  appropriated  for  five  different 
schools,  located,  as  near  as  we  can  make  out,  at  centre,  No.  2,  No.  3,  No.  4, 
aud  at  Mr.  Sanderson*s,  near  Mulpus  Bridge,  all  in  private  families,  except  the 
centre.  In  1792  a  Latin  teacher  was  employed,  and  later  nine  districts,  with 
bouses  built  by  tax  on  the  inhabitants,  located  very  nearly  ns  at  the  present 
day.  The  bouse  at  the  centre  was  built  in  1835  on  land  given  by  one  Daniel 
Stewart.  The  town  supported  its  schools  for  many  ycais  by  district  tax,  but 
in  18G9  the  town  took  the  houses  and  paid  the  owners  in  full.  In  1841  4in 
academy  was  built  on  land  now  owned  by  G.  A.  Whittemore,  with  John  R»  * 
Collins  as  the  first  principal.  James  J.  II.  Gregory  succeeded  him,  who  in 
turn  was  followed  by  C.  A.  Goodrich,  but  did  not  prove  a  financial  success, 
aud  was  removed  in  18G7. 

Within  a  short  time  about  $3,000  has  been  appropriated  each  year  for  the 
several  schools,  while  the  present  year  less  than  $1,500  is  to  be  divided  among 
the  eight  schools,  e:icb  to  be  kept  six  months,  with  an  average  of  about  twenty- 
five  scholars  to  a  school.  No.  1  house  is  at  the  centre ;  No.  2  on  Lancaster 
Road,  near  Joseph  Pcarce;  No.  3  north  of '*^yhalom,''  near  A.  Ililbert's;  No. 
4  on  Townsend  Boad,  near  Upper  Mulpus  Bridge ;  No.  5  on  Flat  Ilill ;  No.  7 
on  Nortbfield  Road,  near  J.  S.  Willson's ;  No.  8  south  of  Fitchburg  Railroad 
depot,  near  **  Hey  wood  Homestead  **;  No.  9  at  Mulpus  Falls,  near  Mr. 
Hildreth*s.  The  schools  are  now  successfully  taught  by  resident  females  of 
the  town. 
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Rev.  Andrew  Gardner  was  installed  tbe  first  minister  of  Turkey  Ilills,  in 
1728,  and  became  possessor  of  what  is  tho-t)resent  Duusmor  fUrmt  and  also  an 
extra  lot,  to  make  up  ^a  deficiency/*  at  l^Iartin  Johnson's,  where  he  built  a 
house  that  year.  In  September  of  the  same  year  it  was  voted  to  pay  $88.88 
for  a  meeting-house,  which  stood  where  the  Orthodox  Church  is;  it  was 
a  very  small  building  (45  feet  long  and  35  wide),  and  unfinished,  a  mere 
^^  shell."  Those- who  had  ])e\vs  had  to  build  them  according  as  a  committee  for 
that  purpose  directed.  Those  who  had  the  room  behind  the  gallery  were 
Jonatbtin  Wood,  SamucVReed,  Phincas  Osgood,  E^ekicl  Wymau,  David  Page, 
Stephen  Boynton  (lived  at  A.  C.  EstabrookV),  John  Fitch  and  Jonathan 
Abbot.  The  calary  was  $35.55  |>er  year  for  six  years  !  It-^vas  iutendod  that 
the  minister  should  derive  his  support  from  his  lands,  but  how  to  do  it  was  the 
question,  seeing  he  was  not  allowed  to  sell.  Yet  others  did  sell  and  litigation 
was  the  i*esult,  and  long  and  bitter  wnuigles  foltow.cd,  which  sot  neighbor 
against  neighbor,  so  that  many  went  away  disgusted,  while  strangers  came  and 
^squatted"  upon  their  rightful  lauds,  thus  getting  largo  estates  illegally,  (and 
yet  the  minister  had  no  right  morally  to  do  so,  but  for  trapping  a  fowl,  instead- 
of  his  neighbor,  had  t6  ledve  the  church,  while  tbe  same  church  cloaked  the 
lay  mcml>ers.)  David  Stearns  was  settled,  in  1733,  and  lived  where  John 
Howard  docs. 

In  May,  1749,  $1,000  was  voted  to  build  a  meeting-house  on  the  common, — 
this  common  was  afterwards  (1771)  deeded  to  the  town  by  Mr*  Bellows  and 
Drt'  Tnylor.  A  sufficient  sum  was  also  voted  to  pay  for  the  '"rum'*  to  bo 
used  at  the  raising  I  It  contained  thirty-eight  pews  On  the  floor  and  twenty- 
one  in  the  gallery.     Poor  people  were  allowed  the  vacant  places;  } 

In  '  1762,  Samuel  Payson  succeeded  as  minister,  and,  in  1764,  Zebdial 
Adams,  and  remained  till  1802.  He  lived  at  John  F.  Brown's,  and  the  par- 
sonage is  still  standing  as  an  L  to  other  buildings. 

Juhhf Hancock  presented  the  church  with  a  Bible  in  1772,  which  is  still  iii 
good  preservation.  •   < 

After  this  Mess^rs.  Flint,  Damon  and  Hubbard  were  pastors  in  succession ;  the 
latter  had  much  ilifficulty  and  litigation  with  his  church,  which  never  prospered 
after  the  trouble.  Previous  to  1800,  there  had  been  2,400  members.  (Finally 
this  church  was  taken  down  and  divided  among  tbe  Owners,  each  taking  a  portion ; 
and  some  parts  have  been  preserved  to  a  late  day.  A  new  one  was  erected  on' 
the  common,  north  of  the  present  hotel,  and  since  sold  for  a  town  hnll«y  In  a 
few  years  the  Unitarians  became  the  owners  of  the  house.  The  d^sk  was  sup-' 
plied  by  Thomas  H.  Pons  till  1847,  when  William  G.  Babcock  became  pastor. 
In  1S55,  James  Thurston ;  ahd^  in  1859,  Charles  B.  Jossclynv  At  lust  Jacob 
Caldwell  supplied  the  desk  till  tbe  house  was  closed,  about  18<>5.  The  society 
still  holds  its  organization.  ^ 

The  Orthodox  Society  was  formed  by  the  aid  of  Rev.  Mr.  Bellows,  in  1835, 
with  £.  B.  Harrington,  pastor.     The  church  was  built  in  1844.     The  preacheiV' 
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are  as  follows  r—^Asaph  Boutello,  £.  R.  Hodgeman,  W.  A.  Mandcll,  A..  Gipld- 
smith,  W.  II,  Dowdeo  and  AValter  Rice.  The  congregation  never  was  large, 
and  it  may  bo  truly  ^d  that  not  more  than  ouc-tbird  of  our  population  are 
church-going,  people. 

In  1803,  the  Methodists  organized  a  society  by  the  assistance  of  Rev.  M. 
Crowell;  and  worshipped  in  private  families  and  school-houses,  till: a  house, 
situated  north  of  the  cemetery  on  Northfield  road,  Wiis  fitted  up  for  a  church 
in  1813. 

The  present  church ^was  built  in  1829.  In  18 12,  the  Adventists  so  changed 
tho  views  of  some  of  the  members  that  the  society  came  near  losing  its  oi^ani- 
zation.  A  portion  were  allowed  to  leave,  while  the  balance  kept  the  society 
alive,  and  have  prospered,  with  slight  exceptions,  to  tho  present  time.  They, 
have  had  alK)ut  sixty  different  speakers.  One  of  the  strongest  supporters  of 
this  church,  and  for  a  long  life,  is  tho  venerable  Ei)braim  Jones;  now  eighty- 
seven  years  old. 

Universalism  was  quite  strong  ia  1840,  and,  with  Rev.  John  Pcarce  as 
preacher,  caused  some  stir  in  church  affairs.  It  had  much  to  do  with  toning 
down  the  old  style  of  preaching;  and  immediately  following  that^tbe  Spirit- 
uaKsts  took  a  strong  hold  on  the  community,  and  have  set  all  in  a  degi'ee  to 
thinking,  **  if  these  things  be  so.** 

F.  S.  Francis  built  the  first  town  hall,  in  1839,  for  $1,200.  This  was  sold 
and  moved  from  its  old  site  opposite  Mr.  Francis,  when  tho  town  bought  the 
Unitarian  Church  in  18C7.  This  church  was  moved  north  of  D.  Putnam's 
store,  and  fitted  into  a  commodious  building  for  the  use  of  the  town,  at  an 
expense  of  $9,165.32. 

The  first  establishment  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  was  bought  of  Jonathan 
Parker,  in  1828,  for  $3,424.  Previously  the  poor  had  been  kept  by  the  one 
who  would  do  it  cheapest.  The  town  voted,  in  1874,  to  sell  that  farm,  as 
the  house  had  been  burned,  and  buy  the  ^'Spauldiug  Place/'  at  ^Mulpus 
Falls,"  at  an  expense  of  $3,000. 

During  the  early  wai-s  people  were  warned  out  of  town  that  they  might  not 
gain  a  settlement,  yet  some  of  such,  who  remained,  proved  the  most,  valued 
citizens  in  after  years.  -  i 

Rev.  Mr.  Adams  said  that,  in  1793,  the  town  had  become  famous  for 
paupers,  **owing  to  the  fecundity  of  the  people ;"  to-day,  with  the  same  num- 
ber of  people  (1,150),  wo  have  less  than  a  dozen,  and  at  an  expense  of  about 
$100  each  per  year. 

D.  Putnam  built  a  pleasant  building  for  a  store,  tho  only  one  in  town,  near, 
the  old  site,  a  few  years  since ;  and  R.  W.  Snow  moved  the  old  store  north 
of  the  town  hall;  and  fitted  it  into  a  dwelling. 

The  Lowe  Brothers  have  a  meat-packing  establishment  near  **BakcWs 
Brook,"  on  Fitchburg  Bailroad,  in  south-west  corner  of  town,  which  has  an 
extensive  business. 
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Samuel  Johosoo  opened  a  hotel  where  J.  S.  Wilson  lives,  in  1729,  which 
was  known  fax  and  near  fof'half  a  eentury,  as  one  of  the  most  excellent  for 
accommodations  in  New  England,  and  was  the  head-quarters  of  the  selilers 
to  do  town  business,  he  being  selectman  from  1729  to  1750.  In  Inter  years 
James  Patterson  kept  a  tavern  at  J.  W.  Woolsou's,  and  later  Philip  Good- 
ridge,  Jr.,  oi^e  at  Massapog;  and  in  1792  Benjamin  Goodrich's  house  was 
made  an  inn  (south  of  Wbalom) .  Mr.  Rcddington  kept  one  at  Asa  Whiting's ; 
Jedediuh  Estabrook  at  the  Gilchridt  House,  north  of  centre,  in  1780;  while  the 
present  **  Bevere  **  is  the  only  one  in  town,  it  having  been  in  existence  nearly 
or  quite  a  century. 

The  first  |K)uud  was  at  Samuel  Page's,  and  he  was  keeper.  The  next  one,  near 
the  present  one,  at  the  junction  of  the  roads;  wbero  also  stood  an  oak  tree, 
the  famous  **  whipping-post,"  where  rogues  were  sure  to  get  their  **just 
deserts." 

In  the  year  1850  the  town  organized  a  library  by  purchasing  a  few  books, 
and  accepting  donations  of  others  from  the  farmers'  club  and  private  clubs; 
tbey  also  apiXMnted  Mrs.  S.  D.  King,  librarian.  In  18G7,  Miss  Frances  Cald- 
well left  a  legacy  of  $500  to  the  town ;  the  interest,  or  $30,  to  be  used  annually 
for  books.  There  are  at  present  about  two  thousand  volumes  in  the  library, 
which  is  kept  in  the  town  hall.  For  nearly  twenty  years  the  libraiy  was  at 
the  residence  of  the  librarian. 

Dr.  John  Taylor  early  settled  where  Mrs.  N.  F.  Cunningham  now  lives,  and 
remained  some  fifteen  years.  Then  followed  Dr.  John  Dunsmoor,  at  L.  A. 
Snow's,  and  was  a  surgeon  in  the  army.  Dr.  Abraham  Haskell  lived  at  Mr. 
Woolson's ;  also,  his  son  followed  him  in  the  profe^^sion,  and  lived  at  the  present 
hotel.  Aaron  Bard  followed,  and  bis  office  is  still  standing.  Otis  AI>crcrombie 
was  his  successor,  and  finally  S.  D.  King.  Since  then  there  have  been  quite  a 
number  here  for  a  short  time,  but  most  people  employ  physicians  from  the 
adjoining  towns,  and  as  a  result  we  have  no  surgeon  among  us. 

Below  are  given  lists  of  various  civil  offices,  and  of  parties  who  have  suc- 
cessively occupied  them : — 

Toum  Clerks. — Isaac  Farnsworth,  Benj.  Goodridge,  20  )'cars,  Benj.  Bellows,  Jr., 
Wm.  Dowoe,  Tbos.  Sparhawk,  Jonathan  Lowe,  Geo.  Kimbal!,  Jedediuh  Bailey,  19 
years,  Jacob  Welsh,  Wm.  Cunningham,  10  years,  Abraham  Haskell,  Jr.,  N.  F.  Cun- 
ningham, 8  years,  Josiah  Stearns,  A.  Bard,  Wm.  Harrington,  Edmund  Cashing,  John 
R.  Rollins,  James  Putnam,  28  years,  F.  Brooks. 

Totcn  Treasurers, — Ed.  Harlwell,  S.  Johnson,  James  Colbum,  Jonathan  Hubbard, 
John  Grout,  Thos.  Prentiss,  Josiah  Dodge,  Wm.  Stearns,  Abijah  Stearns,  Joshua 
Hutchins,  Geo.  Kimball,  John  Bailey,  A.  Stearns,  J.  Lowe,  S.  Graham,  Jedcdiah  Esta- 
brook, Josiah  Stearns,  Geo.  Kimball,  Benj.  Rcddington,  James  Stearns,  Stephen  Stick- 
De3%  N.  F.  Cunningham,  Jacob  Caldwell,  Wm.  Harrington,  Simeon  Heywood,  Thos. 
Riley,  Edmund  Cushing,  A.  Bard,  James  Putnam,  80  years,  F.  Brooks. 

Moderators, — Josiah  "^^illard,  Sam'i  Johnson,  Benj.  Goodridge,  Jonathan  Hubbard, 
Isnac  Famsworth,  John  Grout,  Thos.  Prentiss,  Hilkiah  Boynton,  John  Heywood, 
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Jo6hua  Ilutclilns,  Asabcl  IlartwclU  Wm.  Snow^  Jooathan  Wood,  Wm.  Stearns,  Johu 
Taylor,  Jonathan  Lowe,  Geo.  Kimball,  Jpbn  Fuller,  Sani*l  Billings,  Josiali  Stearns, 
Jacob  Welsh,  Wm.  Cunningham,  Tlios.  Kimball,  Chas.  Gushing,  N.  F.  Cunningham, 
Ed.  Gushing,  Wm.  Brown,  Dan'l  Putnam,  David  Wood,  Sam'l  Ilolman,  David  Wood, 
Jr.,  Robert  Kimball,  G.  A.  Goodrich,  F.  M.  Marstou,  G.  A.  Gunningham,  James  Ilil* 
dreth,  2d. 

Representatives.-^ThQTc  is  no  record  of  the  members  of  the  General  Gourt  till  1754, 
when  John  Hey  wood  was  elected ;  Edward  Ilartwell  in  17GG  ;  John  Taylor  in  1772  find 
•74  ;  Geo.  Kimball  in  1777-78  ;  Josiah  Stearns  in  1780  and  'i)G-98  ;  Jacob  Welch,  1799 ; 
Thos.  Kimball  in  1800;  Ed.  €ushing  in  180G,  'JO  '11  and  '20;  Tiiomas  Brooks  in 
1812;  Daniel  Putnam  in  1829;  N.  F.  Gunniugham  in  1834.  Wm.  Harlow  in  1836 ; 
Daniel  Low,  Jr.,  1838-40;  Sewell  Bontwell  in  1842-3;  Ithra  Lcwiain  1844;  John 
Lane  In  1845 ;  Willavd  Porter  1850 ;  Isaac  Harrington,  2d,  in  1851 ;  James  Putnam, 
1852,  Geo.  D.  Brown,  1854;  Solomon  Tarbell,  Jr.,  in  18G1 ;  Reuben  W.  Snow^ 
1865  ;  Elnathan  Davis,  18G8 ;  Wm.  Baker,  1872  ;  Adin  G.  Estabrook  in  1875 ;  James 
Ilildreth,  2d,  1877, — each  elected  in  November.  Josiah  Stearns  was  delegate  to  revise 
the  Constitution  in  1820,  and  senator  in  1792  to  fill  a  vacancy;  and  In  1793  was 
again  chosen  by  the  people. 

At  the  first  election  of  the  Commonwealth  Sept.  4,  ITSO,  John  Hancock  bad 
forty*eight  voles  for  governor  and  only  four  Bcattering. 

Ill  1729,  jurors  were  first  chosen  in  town  meeting. 

Wo  cannot  close  without  acknowledging  our  obligations  to  Mrs.  N.  F.  Cun:- 
ningham  for  being  permitted  to  copy  ottensively  from  an  unpublished  history 
of  this  town,  now  In  her  possession,  the  work  of  the  late  George  A.  Cun« 
niugham. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


FIBST  dRANTS  OF  LAND  —  ANCIENT  BOUNOABIES  —  RIVEBS  —  INDIAN  TSOUBLEft 
—  FIRST  CORN-MILL  —  EARLT  PROCEEDINGS  —  BELLINGHAM  INCORPORATED  — 
TTXBRIDGE  —  UPTON, 

Mendon  is  the  oldest  town  in  the  county  except  Lancaster,  and,  before 
Blackstone  (the  south  parish  of  Mendon)  was  incorporated,  was  the  south- 
eastern town  in  the  county. 

May  28,  1659,  the  town  of  Braintree  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  a  new 
plantation.  The  Court  granted  their  petition  so  far  as  to  allow  them  liberty  to 
seek'Outa  place  and  ^present  their  desires,  with  the  names  of  such  persons  as 
will  engage  to  carry  on  such  a  work,  unto  the  next  session  of  this  Court." 

Oct.  16,  1660,  the  Court  granted  them  a  plantation  of  eight  miles  square, 
and  when  a  ^full  number  of  persons,  with  an  able  minister  with  them,  should 
appear,  they  would  assign  them  due  bounds." 

May  22, 1662.  The  commissioners,  Eliazer  Lusher,  Roger  Clap  and  William 
Parke,  chosen  by  the  General  Court  to  establish  rules  for  the  new  plantation  at 
Netmocke,  certified  to  the  General  Court  that  •*  a  full  number  of  persons  "  had 
presented  themselves,  of  whom  thirteen  were  from  Braintree  and  ten  from 
"Weymouth.     The  able  minister  was  Mr.  John  Rayner,  from  Weymouth. 

Dedham,  Dec. '30,  1G63.  The  commissioners  gave  notice  that  those  who 
had  been  accepted  must  settle,  with  their  families,  at  the  plantation,  bytke 
middle  of  November,  1664,  or  lose  their  rights  there. 

In  the  meantimie  Moses  Paine  and  Peter  Brackett,  of  Braintree,  hnd 
purchased  the  eight  miles  square  of  the  Indians  for  twenty-four  ix)unds 
sterling.  . 

'  In  1667  the  inhabitants  of  Quinshepauge  (ISIcndon)  presented  a  plat, 
8urvc}'ed  by  Joshua  Fisher  of  Dedham,  and  petitioned  for  an  act  of  inqor- 
poration. 

May  15,  1667,  the  plantation  of  Quinshepauge  was  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  Mendon,  and  was  assigned  to  the  county  of  Middlesex,     i 
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The  ancient  boundaries  of  the  town  were  as  follows,  viz. :  Bcsiunins  at  a 
point  (wcli  known  at  Ibis  day)  upon  tbo  south  bank  of  Cbarlcs  Itiver,  thence 
down  stream  one  mile,  thence  north  four  miles  wanting  forty  rods,  thence  west 
eight  miles,  thence  south  eight  miles,  thence  east  eight  miles,  and  thence  north 
four  miles  and  forty  rods,  to  the  first  bound.      >•      / 

These  ample  bounds,  by  the  successive  incorporations  of  Uxbridgo,  North- 
bridge,  Upton,  Milford,  Bcilingham  and  Blackstone,  have  been  so  largely 
curtailed  of  their  fair  proportions  that  the  Mendon  of  to-day  contains  but 
11,375  acres  of  the  40,960  of  the  original  grant. 

At  its  incorporation  the  town  was  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of  oak,  pino, 
chestnut  and  cedar,  save  a  few  acres  in  the  vicinity  of  the  rivers  and  brooks, 
used  by  the  Indians  for  planting-giounds. 

Its  principal  streams  are  the  Blackstone,  Mumford,  Mill  and  Charles  rivers, 
generally  flowing  in  a  southerly  direction,  following  the  similar  trend  of  the  hills.^ 

.The  hills  of  note  are  Mugormiscok  (its  northern  portion  now  known  by  the 
name  of  Silver  Hill)  and  Bear  hills,  now  in  Milford;  Caudlewood,  Waterbvig 
and  Chestnut  hills,  in  Black;?tone ;  Goat  and  Wolf  hills,  in  Uxbridge ;  while 
Misco,  West,  Wigwam,  Caleb!8,  Pond  and  Neck  hills  are  within  the  present 
limits  of  the  town.  •  > 

The  grant  for  Mendon  was  located  on  the  territory  of  the  Nipmuck  Indians, 
but,  having  purchased  the  land  by  a  deed  which  guaranteed  the  premises  *Uo 
be  free  and  clear  of  all  incumbrances  from  the  foundation  of  the  world  to  the 
present  time/'  there  was  little  margin  for  disturbances  between  the  graqtors  and 
<rrantee8.  History  and  tradition  are  both  silent  as  to  any  trouble  with  the* 
Indians  until  1G75,  when  King  Philip's  war  broke  out,  Mendon  being  the 
first  place  attacked  within  the  limits  of  the  Massachusetts  Colony.  The  attack,  •. 
headed  by  Matoonas,  was  made  July  14,  1675.  Contemponuy  notices  of  this 
assault  convey  but  meagre  intelligence  of  its  result.  Cotton  Mather  says  four 
or  five  were  then  slain.  A  petition  of  Matthias  Puffer,  recently  found  in  thq 
State  archives,  affirms  that  his  wife  and  eldest  son  were  among  those  killed  at 
Mendon.     No  names  of  other  victims  have  as  yet  been  ascertained. 

Matoonas  lived  at  Quinsigamond,  where  the  Apostle  Eliot  and  Maj.  Gookin  had 
installed  the  sachem  as  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  Matoonas  as  constable,  sup- 
posing they  had  converted  them  to  Christianity.  The  sachem  soon  grew  tired  of 
the  war,  and,  to  make  his  peace  with  the  English,  surrendered  Matoonas,  bound 
with  withes,  at  Boston.  He  was  summarily  tried,  and  sentenced  to  be  .shot, 
the  Indians  volunteering  as  executioners.  His  head  was  cut  off  and  stuck  on  a 
pole  on  Boston  Common,  near  that  of  his  son,  who  was  bung  the  year  before 
for  murder. 

Upon  the  alarm  reaching  Boston,  Capt.  Henchman  was  immediately  sent 
for  relief,  Mendon  was  declared  a  frontier  town,  and  the  inhabitants  forbidden 
id  abandon  the  settlement.  It  was,  however,  abandoned  at  the  approach  of 
winter,  and  the  town  was  soon  after  burned  by  the  Indians. 
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Although  the  war  was  soon  terminated  by  the  death  of  King  Philip,  muni* 
cipal  government  was  not  reorganised  .in  Mendon  until  16dO.  Some  of  tho 
inhabitants  bad,  however,  returned  before  that  time,  as  the  record  of  births  in 
the  Middlesex  County  records  show. 

Among  the  inconveniences  and  hardships  to  which  the  inhabitants  of  all  new . 
and  frontier  settlements  are  subject,  the  chief  grievances  of  the  people  here 
were  that  they  were  fifteen  miles  from  the  nearest  corn-mill  at  Jl^Icdfield,  and 
that  they  ''wei-c  meanly  provided  with  meddo."  The  ei*cctipn  of  a  grist-mill 
on  Mill  River  (hence  its  name),  by  Benjamin  Albee,  relieved  them  of  the  one 
grievance,  and,  pursuant  to  their  petition,  the  General  Court,  by*  a  grant  of 
**more  meddo  without  their  linc,":abatcd  the  other. 

The  commissioners  for  overseeing  the  settlement  at  Netmocke,  among  others, 
established  the  following  rule:  that  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres  should  be. 
granted  to  an  estate  of  £100 ;  viz.,  thirty  acres  for  tbo  bouse  lot,  ten  acres  for 
meadow,  five  acres  for  swamp,  and  one  hundred  and  five  acres  for  the  great 
lot;  and  according  to  this  proportion  for  ail  other  estates,  bo  they  more  or 
less.  This  rule  was  to  be  observed  in  all  divisions  of  laiid,  until  the  settlement 
should  be  incorporated  as  a  town,  nor  do  wo  find  that  this  rule  was  materially 
changed  afterwards. 

In  after  times,  when  land  was  sold  or  grants  were  made  for  services  rendered 
the  town,  unless  the  conveyance  contained  the  clause  ^and  entitled  to  all  (bo 
rights  and  privileges  which  lots  of  like  dimensions  have,"  the  grantee  or  tbo 
beneficiary  gained  no  interest  in  the  common  lands  yet  undivided.     Such  wcro  , 
not  regarded  as  proprietors. 

Dec.  12,  1G70,  Moses  Paine  and  Peter  Bracket,  being  so  directed  by  the 
General  Court,  assigned  the  deed  they  had  received  from  the  Indians  to  the 
selectmen  of  Mendon,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  June  7,  KSGT,  when  ^tbe  firemen  and  the 
rest  of  the  Inhabitants  did  choose  for  tbeire  Selectmen,  to  order  their  Pjcu- 
dentiall  afiairs,  Col.  Willi  Crowne,  Goodman  Benjamin  Albee,   ffardinando 
Thayre,  Dan:  Lovett    and    John   Thompson,   seuiour,  &.Col.  Crowne   for* 
Eegister." 

From  this  time,  except  from  1675  to  1680,  we  have  an  unbroken  record  of 
the  transactions  of  .the  town  to  the  present  day. 

In  early  times,  in  the  transaction  of  municipal  afiairs,  tbo  people  did  little 
else  than  choose  the  principal  town  officers,  always  charging  them,  howcvpr, 
^  to  make  such  rules  as  should  clear  tbo  town  from  the  penalty  of  the  law." 

Sept.  16,  Daniel  Lovett  was  chosen  **  Clarke  of  the  Writts."    It  was  his  duty  ^ 
to  grant  **.summons  and  attachments,"  and  to  return  to  the  county  clerk  the 
births  and  deaths,  many  of  which,  so  returned  by  him,  may  now  be  seen. in 
Middlesex  County  archives,  at  Cambridge.  r 

This  year  a  bounty  of  20s.  was  ofifered  for  every  wolf  killed  within  the  limits  . 
of  the  town. 
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Jan.  6, 1669,  Col.  Crowno  was  chosen  ''to  be  Returned  to  the  General  Court 
to  gaine  power  to  take  y*  virdict  of  y*  Jury  upon  y®  death  of  John  Lovott  (killed 
by  ati  unruly  horse),  to  Marry  and  to  give  the  present  Constable  his  oath." 

About  this  time  it  was  ordered,  ''to  take  into  this  town  but  six  more 
families  **  Upon  these  eight  miles  square  there  are  living,  to-day,  more  than 
twenty  thousand  people.  About  this  time,  "some  disquiet"  having  arisen  In 
regard  to  municipal  aflfuifs,  a  committee  of  three  was  chosen  by  the  General 
Court  to  visit  Mendon  and  "  regulate  their  Prudentials." 

In  1672  persons  absent  from  town  nteeting,  or  leaving  before  the  close, 
were  fined  2«.     • 

In  1673,  Col.  Crowne  having  removed  from  town,  Mr.  Ralph  Wheelock  of 
Mcdfield  (fifteen  miles  away)  was  appointed  by  the  General  Coui-t  to  admin* 
ister  oaths,  and  to  marry  persons  belonging  to  either  town. 

Jan.  1,  1674,  the  town  appointed  John  Thompson,  Sr.,  "for  to  keepe  an 
Ordinary  and  publique  Hous  of  Intcrtainment."  About  this  time  the  pro- 
prietors began  to  keep  records  separate  from  the  town,  in  which  the  lands  set , 
off  to  the  proprietors  or  sold  to  others  were  i-ecorded.  By  a  decision  of  tho 
Sujireme  Court,  a  few  years  ago,  tbcsC'  records  wore  remanded,  from  the  last 
clerk  of  the  proprietors  to  the  custody  of  the  town  of  Mendon.  In  tho  Colony 
tax  to  defray  the  expenses  of  King  Philip's  war,  when  there  were  but  forty- 
nine  towns  ih  the  Colony,  the  tax  for  "Mendham  "  was  £G  6.«.  2d. 

In  1682  Josiah  Chnpin  bn'ilt  the  first  saw-mill,  i4>on  Muddy  Brook,  just' 
north  from  Post's  Lane.  IVIatthias  Puficr  built  the  second  griat-raill,  upon  the 
site  of  the  old  one  built  by  Benjamin  Albec,  which  was  burned  by  the  Indians. 
Joseph  Stevens,  the  first  blacksmith,  beiug  dead,  James  Bick  was  to  have  a 
ten-acre  lot  provided  he  would  do  "the  town's  smithcry  work."  But  James 
proved  a  crooked  stick,  for  he  would  neither  do  the  "smithcry"  work,  pay  for 
his  lot,  or  quit  it.  Findinsr  Biek  bent  on  bickering,  the  constable  was  ordered 
to  pull  down  his  fenccfff.     Upon  this  ho  emigrated  to  lihodc  Island. 

The  usurpation  of  Andros  having  terminated  in  1689,  the  town  chose  Ensign 
Josiah  Chapin-  a  delegate  to  attend  a  convention  to  provide  for  the  government 
of  the  Colony. 

In  1689  taxes  could  be  paid  in  money,  or  in  wheat  at  5«.  6cZ.,.  barley  or 
barley  malt  at  3^.  Gd.^  rye  at  3^.,  and  pease  at  4.s.  per  bushel. 

1602.  The  tract  of  laud  known  as  the  North  Purehase  was  bou^t  of  the 
Indians  for  £3  sterling.     It  is  now  the  north  part  of  Milford. 

1693,  March  1.  Capt.  Josiah  Chapin  was  chosen  clerk  of  the  market,  and 
Benjamin  Wheelock,  Samuel  Hayward  and  Samuel  Tyler  were  chosen  tything- 
roen.  This  was  the  first  time  these  ofiicesivere  filled.  The  train-band  was  to 
give  one  day's  work  for  cutting  wood  and  carrying  it  to  the  minister. 

1694.  Assessors  were  chosen  for  the  first  time,  and  the  first  pound  and 
stocks  were  built,  thus  eatly  providing  the  moans  for  restniiuing  damage 
feasant,  whether  committed  by  mou  or  beast. 
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1G99.  Sixteen  wolves  were  killed  this  year,  and  **  their  ears  cut  off  as  tbo 
law  directs."^  Of  the  first  settlers  up  to  this  time,  the  following  persons  had 
died;  viz.,  George  Aldrich,  John  Sprague,  John  Thom|>son,  Sr.,  Dca.  Simon 
Peck,  Daniel  LoTctt,  Dca.  John  War  field,  Timothy  Winter,  Walter  Cook  and 
Jacob  Aldrich. 

1703.  This  year  the  names  of  seventy  persons  are  found  on  the  tax  list. 

1704.  The  Indians  upon  the  eastern  frontiers  of  the  Colony  liegan   to 
commit  depredations,  and  a  general  Indian  war  was  deemed,  imminent,    ^en- 
don  was  again  declared  a  frontier  town,  and  one-half  of  the  militia-men  were 
.required   by  law  to  provide   themselves  with  "a  pair  of  good,  serviceable 
'  mo^insons .  and  snow  shoes,''  in  anticipation  of  a  winter  campaign.     The 

**raogginsons  and  snow  shoes,''  however,  were  not  called  into  service,  as  tlio 
Indians  failed  to  ^ut  in  an  appearance.  AI>out  this  time  an  attempt  was  made 
to  oust  some  squatters,  from  I^hode  Island,  near  Shokolog  Pond  (now  i!i 
Uxbridge).  In  the  attempt  Joseph  and  Robert  Tafk  were  made  prisoners,  and 
carried  to  Providence;  but,  as  they  charged  the  town  but  6«.  apiece  for  the 
campaign,  it  is  supposed  their  captivity  was  of  short  duration.     At  this  time 

*  the  road  leading  north  was  known  as  the  MarilK>ron;;h  Goad,  the  one  leading 
south  as  the  Rchoboth  Koad,  the  one  west  as  the  Connecticut  Goad,  and  the 
three  leading  east  as  the  Sherburne,  Xlcdfield  and  Wrcntliam  roads.     . 

In  1711  a  grist-mill  was  built  on  Charles  River,  and  was  the  first  one  within 
the  limits  of -the  present  town  of  Bellingham. 

In  1712  the  aggregate  of  all  taxes  were  £208  14«.  2d. 
'  1714.    Town  lines  betweeji  Mendon  and  Sutton,  and  between  Mendon  and 

•  Sherburne,  were  perambulated. 

1717.  Since  the  necrological  record  made  in  1 099,  the  following  leading 
citizens  had  died;  viz.,  Scrgt.  Abraham  Staples  (to  perpetuate  whose  memory 
Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  of  Providence,  R.  L,  and  Hamilton  B.  Staples,  Esq., 
of  Worcester,  have  recently  erected  a  substantial  granite  monument),  Christo- 
.  pher  Winter, .  Samuel  Thompson,  Capt.  Joseph  White,  Benjamin  Tliayer, 
Ebenezer  Read,  Dea.  Peter  Holbrook,  Samuel  Hayward,  Sr.,  and  Ensign 
William  Holbrook. 

1719.  Seven  persons  were  chosen  tything-men  ;  and,  by  the  act  of  jSIarch  3, 
1G94,  they  were  to  be  fined  40^.  each  if  they  refused  to  serve.  They  were  to 
airry  a  black  stafi'two  feet  long,. with  one  end  tipped  with  brass. 

Nov.  27,  1719.  Bellingham  was  incorporated,  enclosing  portions  of  Men- 
don, Dedham  and  Wrentham.     Namc^l  for  Gov.  Bellingham. 

1720.  The  town  tax  for  this  year  was  £134  38.  Ad. 

March  31, 1721.    The  Greneral  Court  passed  an  act  for  the  emission  of  fifty 

.  thousand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit.     These  were  to  be  loaned  to  the  towns, 

should  they  so  elect.     Mendon  was  set  down  at  £3)3  10^.     Notwitjistanding  a 

strong  protest,  the  town  voted  to  accept  their  portion  of  the  bills.     The  bills 

soon  began  to  depreciate,  and  camp  .down  to  58.  Gd.  in  the  pound. 
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Sept.  5,  1726.  Meution  is  n:i€}^  of  a  great  sickness,  but  the  only  recorded 
deaths  during  its  supposed  prevalence  were  those  of  Ebenezer  White,  Benjamia 
Wheaton  and  Josiah  Chnpin,  Esq. 

June  27, 1727.  Another  portion  of  territory  is  taken  away  and  incorporated 
by  the  name  of  Uxbridge,  being  the  west  part  of  the  town. 

April  2,  1731.  The  county  of  Worcester  was  incorporated,  and  Mendun, 
which  had  belonged  first  to  the  comity  of  Middlesex  and  alterward  to  the 
connty  df  SuflToIk,  since  1G71,  was  absorbed  in  the  new  county,  though  much 
against  her  will. 

Up  to  this  time,  1732,  all  the  roads  remained  at  their  original  width  —  that 
of  ten  rods.  From  this  period  they  began  to  sell  i^^nMions  of  the  roads  to  the 
abutters,  so  that,  finally,  the  roads  were  brought  to  the  width  of  four  rods. 
For  every  ram  running  at  large  it  was  voted  the  owner  should  pay  five  shillings, 
or  not  have  him,  and  6d.  a  week  for  keeping  him. 

1733.  Eaised  £100  for  repair  of  roads,  and  that  those  who  did  not  work 
out  their  taxes  last  year  may  do  so  this  year,  at  the  bridge  by  Samuel  Thomp- 
son's mill,  now  Millville,  in  Blackstonc. 

June  14, 1735.  The  General  Court  (^  seeing  that  the  outlands  of  the  several 
towns  of  Meudon,' Uxbridge,  Sutton  and  Hopkinton  are  completely  filled  with 
inhabitants,  and  by  reason  of  their  remoteness  from  the  places  of  public 
worship,*')  incorporated  the  town  of  Upton. 

May  18,  1737.  Voted  to  raise  £40  to  let  the  fish  up  Patucket  River,  pro- 
vided other  towns  will  pay  their  proportion. 

May  22,  1738.     Something  new  under  the  sun  I     Benjamin  Wheelock  was 
chosen  representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  '^  refused  to  serve  "    Ebenezer    ^ 
Merriam  was  theti  chosen  representative  to  the  General  Court,  and  he'didn't 
refuse  to  serve.     This  was  nothing  new  under  the  sun. 

1739.  The  selectmen  were  directed  to  lease  the  burying-yard  for  thirty 
years  to  some  good  man,  provided  h^  will  enclose  it  witli  a  good  stone  wall. 

1740,  May  19.  Upon  the  question  of  dividing. the  town,  the  moderator 
directed  those  who  were  in  favor  of  it  to  place  themselves  upon  the  women's 
side  of  the  house,  and  those  who  were  opposed  upon  the  men's  side. 

1744,  ^larch  G.  It  was  voted  to  erect  a  monument  over  the  grave  of  the 
Bcv.  GHndal  liawson,  late  minister  of  Mendon. 

Voted,  that  the  Mill  River  Precinct  have  the  town's  old  law-book  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  town. 

1746.  Voted  to  forego  a  tax  of  £2  14^.  5d.  3/".,  new  tenor,  which  is,  in  old 
tenor,  £10  17^.  lleZ.,  a  discount  of  seventy-five  per  cent. 

1749.     Raised  £300,  old  tenor,  for  town  charges. 

1751.  Voted  to  build  a  school-house,  for  the  use  of  the  town,  near  the 
moeting-houso  in  the  East  Precinct.    Its  cost  was  £212  ll^.,  old  tenor. 

1753.  Wages  to  be  paid  on  the  highwa}*-  this  }'car  were,  for  a  man,  2s.  ^ 
and  for  a  man  and  team,  5s.  a  day»  old  tenor. 


48  TOWN  OP  MENDON. 


1754.  This  year  the  long  controversy  between  Mendon  and  UxbriJgo  about 
the  boundary  line  was  amicably  adjusted,  and  the  preeeat  lino  was  confirmed 
by  the  General  Court. 


CHAPTER  n. 

MENDOX  DUniXO  THE  WAB's  —  FHEXCH  AND  INDIAX  WAR  —  TIH:  REVOLUTIOy 
—  INFLATED  builRENCY  —  JIILFORD  INCORPOBATED  —  BLACILSTOXE  —  ACTIOX 
DURING  THE  REBELLION  —  BI-CEXTEXN'IAL  CELEBRATIOX — FISHERV  —  EDU- 
CATIOX  — ^  FIRST  SCnOOI^ HOUSE  —  SECOXD  AXD  TinRD  —  lUGU  SCHOOL. 

The  town  records  ifiake  no  mention  that  Mendnn  furnished  any  men  for 
(he  French  war;  but  upon  a  search  among  the  archives  at  the  State  House,  it 
was  found  that  the  town  niiscd  seventy-four  men  for  the  expedition  in 
1755.         . 

In  1757,  twenty-nine  men  marched  from  Mcfndon  for  the  relief  of  Fort  Wil- 
liam Ilcnfy.  In  1759,  when  the  war  was  virtually  closed  by  the  conquest  of 
Quebec,  Mendon  furnished  ninety  men ;  and  in  1760,  Mendon  furnished  tweut^-- 
ono  mcii  for  the  reduction  of  Montreal. 

1764,  March  7.  The  selectmen  reported  that  they  had  warned  forty-three 
persons  out  of  town,  according  to  law.  A  colonial  census  was  taken  this  year, 
and  the  whole  population  of  Mendon  was  one  thousaud  eight  hundred  and 
fortv^threo.   •        • 

1771.  The  valuation  of  Mendon  this  year  was  as  follows,  viz. : — Real  estate, 
£1,160 158.  2d. ;  personal,  £2,558  5s.  4il. ;  acres  of  tillage,  fteven  hundred  and' 
eight ;  and  ratable  polls,  four  hundred  ainl  three. 

As  early  as  1773,  the  people  of  Mendon  passed  twenty  resolves,  presented" 
by  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  as  chairman  of  a  committee,  condemning,  in  vigorous 
and  patrioticf  terms,  the  encroachments  of  the  British  government.  In  1774, 
they  fesolved  they  would  regard  all  persons  buying  goods  from  England  as 
enemies  of  their  country.  ' 

To  the  call  for  men,  after  the  battle  of  Lexington,  Mendon  responded  with 
one  hundred  and  sixty-four  men.  Just  how  many  men  were  furnished  by  the 
town  for  the  war,  the  imperfect  state  of  the -muster-rolls  at  the  State  House' 
make  it  impossible  to  determine.  At  one  time,  in  1778,  there  were  seventy*- 
five  men  in  the  army.  This  year  the  town  irotcd  to  approve  of  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  and  rejected  the  draft  of  a  State  constitution,  made  by  the* 
General  Cou^rt;-  by  a  vote  of  fifty-seven  to  two. 

Juno  19,  1780.  The  town  raised  £10,000  to  defray  town  charges,  and 
£13,000  to  buy  beef  for  the  army.  At  this  time  the  Cotitinental  money  had 
depreciated  so  that  £100  in  specie  would  buy  £6,400*  in  paper. 

April  11, 1780.     After  a  lung  struggle,  the  East,  or  Mill  River  Precinct  was' 
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iDcorporatcd  by  the  namo  of  Milford,  aod  all  matter;^  of  business  between  the 
two  towns  were  amicably  adjastcd. 

The  first  election  under  the  State  Constitution,  which  had  just  been  ratified 
by  the  people,  took  place  Sept.  4,  1780,  when  John  Hancock  was  chosen 
governor.  Joseph  Dorr,  Esq.,  of  Mendon,  was  chosen  a  senator  by  the  people, 
and  a  councillor  by  the  General  Court. 

1 78 1 .  Th  is  year  the  total  valuation  of  jStendon  was  £3 ,  708 1  Ss.  4c2.  hard  money . 

1782.  At  the  Stato  election  this  year,  no  votes  were  cast  in  Mendon, 
•* though  repeatedly  calted  for,**  but  for  what  reason  is  not  known. 

178G.  Shays'  Rebellion  occurred  this  year,  but  the  people  of  Mendon  divl 
not  sympathize  with  the  movement.  December  4,  Capt.  AYilliam  Torrey,  with 
his  company,  marched  to  Worcester.  When  a  requisition  was  made  for  twelve 
hundred  men,  Mendon  furnished  sixty-three  of  the  number. 

1792.  A  small-pox  hospital  was  allowed,  and  Dr.  Joseph  Adams  had  charge 
of  it.        ' 

In  the  war  of  1812,  it  was  voted  to  allow  each  soldier  in  the  service  seveii 
dollars  a  month  in  addition  to  the  pay  allowed  by  law. 

18 IG.  Lewis  Allen,  collector  of  taxes,  absconded,  having  embezzled  a  por- 
tion o£  the  money  ho  had  collected.     His  bondsmen  supplied  the  deficit. 

1818.  The  fourth  highway  district  were  allowed  to  work  out  their  highway 
taxes,  **  agreeable  to  their  own  minds."    They  made  no  report  of  their  doings  t 

1819.  Raised  $1,200  to  defray  town  charges;  $1,000  for  repair  of  roads, 
and  $800  for  schools. 

1820.  Hon.  Jonathan  Russell  and  Dr.  Daniel  Tburber  were  chosen  delegates 
to  the  cfonvention.for  revision  of  the  State  Constitution. 

1821.  The  town  adopted  Articles  2,  3,  C,  8  and  14,  while  the  State  at  large 
adopted  the  articles  from  1  to  9  inclusive. 

1823.  A  eomnxittec  of  thirteen  was  chosen  to  recommend  measures  for  the 
suppression  of  intemperance,  but  no  report  of  their  doings  is  found. 

The  subject  of  dividing  the  town  began  to  be  agitated,  and  it  was  frequently 
the  subject  of  discussion  at  town  meetings,  the  vote  being  generally  against  tho 
division. 

1825.  The  subject  of  a  division  was  brought  before  the  General  Court  this 
year  ui)on  the  petition  of  Seth  Hastings  and  others. 

1820.  The  petition,  being  lost,  as  reported  by  the  committee  on  towns,  the 
matter  of  dividing  the  town  at  this  time  came  to  an  end.  It  was  supposed  that 
the  iKtition  was  surreptitiously  removed. 

1830.  Raised  $1,200  for  schools ;  $1 ,200  for  repair  of  roads  and  bridges,  and 
$3,000  for  town  chaiges.  The  farm  of  Caleb  Mowry  was  bought  for  $3,400  for 
a  poor-farm,  and  the  poor  were  removed  to  tho  same. 

1834.  Obadbh  Wood^  a  represontutivo  from  this  town,  introduced  a  bill  in 
tiie  General  Court  greatly  redacing  the  number  of  representatives,  and  tho 
same  bccamo  a  law. 
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1835.  Tho  Bclcctmen  wcro  inHtriictcd  to  withhold  their  approbation  for 
licenses  for  tho  salo  of  intoxicating  liquors. 

1837.  Tho  town  treasurer  ^r^^  required  to  give  bonds.  The  United  States 
being  free  from  debt,  and  having  a  surplus  of  about  seventy  millions,  placed  it 
on  deposit  with  the  several  States.  M:issachusett8  placed  her  share  on  deiKisit 
with  tbe  several  town:).  Mcndon  received  $(i,921.64,  of  which  sum  Blackstono 
at  its  incorporation  received  $4,803.45,  leaving  for  Mendon  $2,118.19y  which 
has  been  kept  intact  and  at  interest  to  this  time  for  tho  use  of  the  schools. 

1840.  The  enrolled  militia  were  five  hundred  and  five.  At  the  presidential 
election  the  Democratic  ticket  had  tbree  hundred  and  iive,  the  Whig  ticket 
three  hundred  and  one,  the  others  seven.     No  representative  was  chosen. 

1841.  The  fourteenth  article  of  the  ameiulments  to  the  constitution  having 
been  adopted,  Mcndon  was  entitled  to  but  one  representative. 

1843.  Town  officers*  report  printed  for  the  first  time. 

1844.  The  division  of  the  town  again  mooted,  and  a  petition  to  that  effect 
put  in  circulation. . 

1845.  The  town  was  divided  by,  the  parish  Hue,  and  the  new  town  incor- 
porated by  the  name  of  Blackstone,  i\Iarch  25,  1845.  In  tho  North  Parish 
,(Mendon)  were  three  hundred  and  nineteen  polls;  real  estate,  $37$V,374; 
personal,  $137,391 ;  and  in  (h9  South  Parish  (Blackstone)  were  six  hundred 
and  ninety-six  polls;  real  estate,  $548,299;  personal,  $366,025.-  Of  the  sur- 
plus revenue.  Hcndon  had  $2,118.19,  and  Blackstone,  $4,803.45. 

1846.  The  enrolled  militia  wcro  two  hundred  and  two. 

1847.  The  two  towns  voting  together  until  1850,  as  by  the  act  incorporating 
Blackstone  they  were  required  to  do  for  representatives  to  the  General  Oourt^ 
Kcv.  J}enjamin  D.  Peck  was  chosen  representative.  He  was  afterward  State 
treasurer  of  Tklaine. 

1849.     Raised  $500  for  roads,  $800  for  schools,  $750  for  the  poor,  and  $400 
for  incidental  expenses.     A  fire-engine  was  purchased  this  year,  but  was  sold, 
witliout  being  uscd»  to  the  town  of  Milford,  at  a  loss  of  about  $450. 
.  1850.     Harrison  Hall  was  purchased  of  the  proprietors  by  the  town,  and  to. 
be  known  hereafter  as  the  town  ball 

1852.  The  road  (now  Elm  Street)  laid  out  by  the  county  commissioners. . 
The  enrolled  militia  were  two  hundred  and  eighteen. 

^  185^.     A  fire-proof  safe  for  holding  tho  records  was  purchased  and  placed  in 
the  town  hall. .  .  ' 

1854.  "Work  on  tho  highway  was  paid  twelve  and  one-half  cents  per  hour, 
and  the  same  for  oxen  and  qart ;  for  a  plow,  fifty  cents  per  day. 

^The  Kansas-Nebniska  bill  being  before  Congress,  strong  resolutions  were 
passed  by  the  town  deprecating  the  act. 

1855.  A  receiving  tomh  w>;is  erected  at  the  old  burying-ground. 

1857.  The  20th,  21st  and  22d  articles  of  amepdments  to  the  Constitution 
were  adopted  by  largo  jmnjorities.  .    :  ,. 
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1857.  The  farm  of  Millius  A.  Taft  was  bought  for  a  pour-farm;  the  Mowry 
farm  having  been  sold  at  the  incorporation  of  Blackstone  in  1845.  Nov.  3, 
the  first  election  under  the  district  system.  John  G.  Metcalf  of  Mendon  was 
elected  senator  for  the  Worcester  south-eastern  district,  and  Samuel  W.  Soott 
of  Uxbridge  representative  for  the  20th  "Worcester  district. 

1859.  The  23d  article  of  amendment  to  the  Constitution  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  39  to  36. 

1800.  Raised  $1,000  for  the  support  of  schools,  $500  for  the  poor,  $600  for 
repair  of  highways,  and  $1,000  for  incidental  expenses. 

1861.  At  the  November  meeting,  the  town  voted  to  hire  $5,000,  to  help 
sustain  the  war  against  secession ;  and  the  selectmen  were  directed  to  pay  $1 
per  week  each  to  the  wife  and  children  under  sixteen  years  of  age  of  any  inhal> 
itant  in  the  military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  also  the  same  sum  each  to 
any  parent,  brother,  sister  or  child  dependent  upon  such  person  at  the  time  of 
his  entering  the  army. 

The  amount  of  bounties  paid  by  the  town  was  $16,085,  besides  $2,510  paid 
by  individuals.  Large  sums  "were  also  paid  as  State  aid,  the  same  being  reim- 
bureed  by  the  State  at  the  close  of  the  year.  During  the  war,  Mendon  fur- 
nished 132  men,  being  16  in  excess  of  the  number  required  by  the  several  ' 
calls.  The  number  of  those  who  died  in  the  service  was  19,  and  the  bodies  of 
but  four  were  brought  home  for  burial. 

1864.  Fifteen  cents  per  hour  was  allowed  for  work  on  the  highway  for  a 
man,  the  same  for  oxen  and  cart,  and  ten  cents  per  hour  for  a  plow. 

Raised  $1,200  for  schools,  $550  for  the  poor,  $1,000  for  roads,  $1,000  for 
incidental  expenses,  and  $1,000  for  interest  on  the  war  debt. 

1865.  Raised  $1,200  for  schools,  $550  for  the  poor,  $1,000  for  roads, 
$1,000  for  incidental  expenses,  $1,000  for  interest,  and  $5,000  to  reduce  the 
town  debt. 

1867.  May  15.  The  two  hnndredth  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  the 
town  was  celebrated  this  day  by  an  address  from  Rev.  Carlton  A.  Staples,  of 
Providence,  a  native  of  Mendon,  and  a  poem  by  Judge  Henry  Chapin  of 
Worcester,  a  native  of  Upton.  Twelve  hundred  persons  parto6k  of  a  substan* 
tial  repast  provided  by  William  Tufts  of  Boston. 

1868.  The  High  School  was  established. 

1870.  The  fish  commiBsioncrs  leased  Mendon  Pond  for  twenty  years,  to 
Leonard  J.  Wilson  of  Milford  and  John  Bliss  of  Newton,  **  for  the  cultivation 
of  useful  fishes,"  at  $656,  payable  by  instalments. 

The  lessees  have  stocked  the  pond  with  black  bass  and  land-locked  salmon. 
The  enrolled  militia  were  found  to  be  144.     Voted  that  no  persons  be 
allowed  to  sell  intoxicating  liquors. 

1871.  Voted  that,  to  all  taxes  not  paid  by  September  10,  one  per  cent,  per 
month  shall  be  added  until  paid. 

The  line  between  Bellingham  and  Mendon  established  by  the  General  Court. 
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Tbo  repairs  mado  6n  tbo  road  from  the  houso  of  Silas  Dudley  to  Milfcird  line* 
liy  order  of  the  county  commissioners.  co9t'$6y950,  tbo  lonjsfth  of  the  road  being 
306roda. 

lS7i.  The  poor-form  leased  (aftcn^ards  sold),  and  the  poor  proTided  for 
elsewhere. 

The  school-house  in  District  No.  1  was  built,  at  a  cost  of  $1,800.' 

A  self-acting  fire-engine  and  portable  extinguishers  were  purchased,  at  a  cost 
of  $1,800. 

The  building  formerly  the  Mendon  Bank  was  purchased  and  fitted  up  for  a 
hall  of  records,  at  a  cost  of  $625. 

.  1873.  It  was  voted  that  a  bounty  of  ten  cents  be  ^laid  for  each  woodchuek 
killed  within  the  limits  of  the  town. 

1874.  Raised  $1,700  for  schools,  $1,200  for  the  poor,  $1,500  for  roads', 
$800  for  incidental  expenses,  $1,600  for  payment  of  interest,  and  $2,000  for 
payment  of  principal. 

D.  C.'Uoward  was  paid  $490.79  as  damages  hfid  costs'  for  injuries  receiTcd 
by  reason  of  a  defect  in  the  highway  leading  to  iMilford. 

1877.  The  law-office  of  the  latd  Warren  Rawson,  Esq.,  was  bought  and 
converted  into  a  **  Lock-up  for  Tramps."  '       - 

*  The  educational  growth  of  the  town  began  tTan.  8,  1709,  by  voting  the  erec- 
tion ^of  the  first  school-house,  and  installing  Dea.  John  Warfield,  who  came 
from  Dedham,  as  the  first  schoolmaster. 

In  1709,  the  minister  (Rev.  Grtndal  Rawson)  offered,  if  the  town  would 
procure  a  Latin  schoolmaster,  to  give  bim  his  board  for  four  years.  The  town 
voted  to  do  so,  and  that  bis  salary  should  be  twenty  pounds  a  year ;  but,  as  no 
further  mention  is  mado  of  a  Latin  schoolmaster,  it  is  supposed  the  project  fell 
through. 

At  an  early  day,  the  school  and  the  ministry  were  regarded  as  proprietors, 
and  so,  when  any  division  of  land  wasagreed  on,  the  school  and  the  ministry 
had  each  a  lot  assigned  tbcm. 

'  In  aftbr  timed,  these  lots  were  sold,  and  the  proceeds  applied  to  their 
support.   ■  ' 

In  1712^  Dca.  Warfield  having  resigned  his  position,  the  selectmen  **  being 
informed  of  one  Robert  IIusso  (Hews),  who  had  formerly  been  emiiloyecf •  in 
that  service  at  Eastham,  Agreed  to  endeavour  the  obtaining  him."  At'tbb  end 
of  two  yearis,  Martin  Pearce*  succeeded  bim,  and  was  to  have  seventeen  pounds 
a  ycvtti  "with  his  bord  and  Dyett.**        " 

In  1718,  William  Boyce  was  hired  for  a  schoolmaster  for  twenty-eight  pouhds 
per  year.  In  1721,  William  Boyce  was  still  the  schoolmaster,  and  was  to  keep 
school  in  four  places;  viz.,  at  the  school-house  by  Dea.  Warfield's,  over  Mitt 
River,  at  the  south  end  of  the  town,  and  about  the  Great  River. 

1728-30,  Griudal  Rawson  kept  school  here,  add  was  to  have  £22  10.9.  for 
six  months.    He  was  the  eleventh  child  of  Rev.  Grindal  Rawson,  and  bod 
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gnuluated  from  Haryard  College  in  1728.  He  was  settled  in  the  ministry  at 
South  Hadley,  where  he  rcmaii^ed  until  1741,  whence  be  removed  to  East 
Uaddam,  Conn.,  and  died  there  March  27,  1777,  aged  seventy. 

In  1733,  it  was  voted  that: the  school  should  be  kept  the  three  summer 
months  and  the  three  winter  months  at  the  school-house,  and  the  other-,  six 
months  where  the  selectmen  should  direct,  and  Samuel  Terry  was  hired  **  to 
keep  a  Grammar  School  for  four  months  for  £20." 

1735.  This  year  forty  pounds  were  raised  to  pay  town  debts  and  the 
schoolmaster ;  but,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  the  amount  of  the  town  debts,  we 
are  left  in  doubt  how  large  a  mofety  fell  to  the  share  of  the  schoolmaster.  At 
this  time,  Samuel  Terry  was  succeeded  by  John  Field,  who  was  hired  for  three 
months. 

1736.  John  Field  was  continued  as  schoolmaster,  and  ^is  to  keep  six 
months  in  the  town  and  six  months  in  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  and  is  to  have 
£45  for  his  services.'' 

Nov.  26,  1737.  Capt.  William  Rawson  was. hired  to  keep  a  grammar 
school  for  throe  months.  In  1737,  he  was  hired  to  keep  a  grammar  school  for 
ten  months,  at  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  He  was  the  nephew  of  Rev.  Grindal 
Bawson,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  ]1703. 

In  1738,  Josiah  Marshall,  A.M.,  was  hired  to  keep  school  six  Qionths, 
^according  to  the  direction  of  the  Province  Laws, ''for  thirty  pounds  old  tenor, 
in  bills  of  credit  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay., 

In  1742,  Josiah  Marshall,  A.  M.,  was  hired  to  keep  a  grammar  school  for  a 
year  for  nincte<en  pounds,  lawful  money,  or  bills  of  credit  equivalent  thereto. 

In  1744,  Josiah  Marshall,  A.M.,  was  again  chosen  schoolmaster;  **but  the 
town  refused  to  build  a  new  school  house." 

In  1746,  Samuel  Thayer  and  six  others  were  chosen  a  committee  ^^tocon* 
sidjer  the  affair  of  building  a  school  house  or  school  houses  and  report  at  the 
next  town  meeting."  At  this  time,  there  was  but  one  school-house  in  the 
town. 

1747.  Voted  not  to  hire  Mr.  Josiah  Marshall  as  soboolmaster,  and,  as^no 
further  mention  is  made  of  schools  during  the  year,  it  is  presumed  none  were 

kept. 

Al(iiough  the  town .  had  recently  voted  not  to  build  a  schpol-honse,  jret, 
probably  in  consequence  of  the  report  of  the  committee  ^bove^montioned,  the 
rote  was  reconsUered,  and  the  town  now  *^  voted  to  build  a  new  Schopl  house 
and  to  set  it  on  ye  Training  Field,  adjoyning  ye  road."  It  was  to  be  twenty 
feet  long,  sixteen  fe^t  wide,  and  seven  feet  between  joints.  It  was  located 
near  where  the  bam  of  Albert  W.  Gaskill  now  stands,  and  its  cost  was  to  be 
defrayed  out  of  the  money  received  for  the  sale  of  land  in  reducing  the  width 
of  the  roads  from  ten  to  four  rods  in  width.  The  old  school-house  was  sold  to 
Samuel  Thayer  for  fourteen  pounds. 

1748.  Josiah  Marshall,; A.M.,  wgs  duly  installed  ip  the  new  scbool-honse, 
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but  at  what  salary  the  record  is  silent.    The  school  was  to  be  kept  four 
moDths. 

1749.  The  town  voted  the  grammar  school  should  not  be  kept  in  the  school- 
house»  and  no  reasons  are  given  for  this  novel  vote.* 

1750.  The  town  voted  to  have  a  grammar  schoolmaster,  but  voted,  **by 
the  whole  townaave  one,"  they  would  not  have  Mr.  Foster. 

They  then  voted  to  have  Mr.  Dorr's  son  Joseph  and  Capt.  Eleazer  Tafi's 
son  Moses  ^  to  Keep  School  by  Spells  as  tliey  can  agree.'' 

The  second  school-house  was  built  near  the  East  Precincft  (Milford)  meeting- 
house **for  the  use  of  the  town.''  Neither  its  size  or  its  exact  location  can  now 
be  oscertauied.     Its  cost  was  £212  11^. 

1751.  Voted  that  Mr.  Dorr's  sou  Joseph  shall  be  the  town's  schoolmaster 
OS  soon  as  he  can  bo  had,  and,  when  he  cannot  be  had,  Mr.  Taft's  son  Moses 
to  be  the  schoolmaster.  These  two  teachers  were  both  recent  graduates  from 
Harvard  College. 

1756.  There  were  but  two  school-bouses  in  the  town,  and  the  attempt  to 
build  another  was  defeated.  It  will  be  remembered  that  this  was  in  the  time 
of  the  French  war,  when  the  expenses  of  the  town  would  be  materially 
increased,  and  this,  quite  likely,  was  the  reason  of  the  adverse  vote. 

1757.  Voted  that  the  ^offiiir  of  the  Schoolmaster  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Selectmen." 

1759.  This  year  the  town  was  divided  into  school  districts,  but,  of  their 
number,  size  and  boundaries,  we  have  no  record. 

17G0.  This  year  it  was  voted  that  each  of  the  eleven  school  districts  should 
driiw  just  the  amount  of  money  they  paid  to  the  amount  raised  for  the  support 
of  schools. 

1763.  Some  of  the  districts,  not  having  drawn  out  all  their  portion  of  the 
school  money,  asked  the  town  to  allow  them  interest  on  the  same,  but  the 
town  held  that  all  the  money  should  have  been  expended  during  the  year  in 
which  it  was- raised  and  appropriated. 

•  1765.     Although  there  were  eleven  school  districts  in  town,  and  but  tWo 
school-houses,  the  town  again  voted  they  would  build  no  more. 

1771.  Voted  to.  appropriate  sixty  pounds  lawful  money  for  schools,  with 
the  interest  from  ihe  school  notes.  These  notes  were  given  for  land  set  apart 
for  the  schools  which  had  been  sold. 

From  this  lime,  the  care  of  the  ordinary  schools  was  confided  to  the  care  of 
the  several  districts. 

1786.  It  was  voted  that  the  town  "provide  a  Grammar  School  so  far  as  to 
clear  the  town  from  any  fine."    ^ 

1789.  Voted  to  sell  the  old  school-house  which  standtf*  on  the  training-field 
"for  the  most  it  will  fetch." 

1796.     The  first  general  school  committee  chosen. 

1804.     Of  the  sum  of  $400  raised  for  schooling,  $33.33  was  reserved,  and 
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to  be  divided  ampug  euqb  districts  as  "^tbe  Selectmeo  shall  thiDk  just,''tbe 
remaining  portion  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  scholars. 

1811.     Blackstone  factory  village  made  a  school  district.         / 

1824.  Raised  $800  for  schooling,  to  be  divided  among  fourteen  school 
districts. 

1832.     The  school  committee  were  to  have  $10  each  for  their  services* 

1834.  There  were  seventeen  school  districts,  and  the  town  raised  $l|200for 
the  support  of  schools. 

1838.  The  first  notice  of  a  high  school  is  found  this  year,  as  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  consider  the  subject  **  of  establishing  a  school  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  town.** 

1845.  Dy  the  division  of  the  town  and  the  incorporation  of  Blackstone, 
Mendon  was  left  with  seven  school  districts. 

Since  1827,  the  schools  have  been  under  the  supervision  of  the  school  com^ 
mittee  chosen  by  the  town,  and,  during  this  period,  the  character  of  the  schools 
has  been  much  improved.  New  and  improved  text-books  have  been  intro- 
duced, and  persons  of  more  ample  qualifications  have  been  engaged  as  teachera. 

The  high  school,  to  which  scholars  from  all  parts  of  the  town  having  the 
requisite  qualifications  are  admitted,  was  organized  in  1868,  and  has  been 
continued  to  this  time.  The  committees,  in.tbe  main,  have  succeeded  iu  pro- 
curing the  services  of  able  and  competent  teachers.  Two  of  its  cHwmni  have 
graduated  from  colleges. 

In  the  centre  school,  the  scholars  are  graded,  being  distributed  by  the  com- 
mittee among  the  high,  grammar  and  primary  schools. 

])y  chapter  110  of  the  acts  of  1869,  the  school  districts  were  abolished.  By 
the  same  act,  the  town  was  to  take  possession  of  the  school-houses  and 
appraise  them.  Of  this  appraisal,  a  tax  was  to  be  laid,  and  the  amount 
remitted  to  the  tax-i)ayers,  ^provided  the  appraised  value  shall  not  exceed  the 
actual  cost  of  the  school-houses.'' 

Although  the  people  of  Mendon  at  the  time  were  quite  generally  opposed  to 
the  abolition  of  the  districts,  the  feeling  is  now  quite  unanimous  in  the  wisdom 
of  the  act. 

.  Diiring  the  school-year  for  1878-9,  the  whole  number  of  scholars  that 
attended  was  270,  distributed  among  eight  schools;  the  average  attendance^ 
was  89.2  per  cent.;  the  amount  paid  teachers  .was  $1,654.50;  paid  for  fueb 
and. care  of  fires,  $93.20 ;  school  apparatus,  $4 ;  the  pay  of  the  teacher  of  the 
hi;rh  school  was  $65  per  month ;  the  wages  of  the  other  teachers  varied  from 
$20  to  $34  per  month ;  ^salaiy  of  superintendent,  $75« 
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CHAPTER  in. 

ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTOnT  —  MIXISTEBS  AND  MEETINa*nOUSSS -— THE  MENDON 
A8SOCIATIOX  —  LATER  CHURCHES  —  AGRICULTURE  —  POLITICAL  DOINGS  — 
INDUSTRIES  —  COLLEGE  GRADUATES  —  STATISTICS. 

As  tho  ^prant  to  tbe  Braiutreo  petiticmers  for  a  new  pTautation  made  it 
requisUotbat  there  should  bo  an  ^'able  minister  with  them,'*  it  will  bo  seen 
that  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  tho  town  began  with  its  first  settlement. 

It  has  always  been  supposed,  until  recently,  that  Joseph  Emerson  was  tho 
first  minister  of  Mendon,  as  the  town  records  aro  silent  as  rdgard;5  a  minister, 
save  tho  single  mention  that  land  was  granted  to  '*tho  miuister.^  This  has 
been  interpreted  to  mean  ^tno  minister"  whenever  one  should  bo  called^  but» 
among  tho  State  archives,  a  petition  from  tho  inhabitants  of  Mendon  h:is  been 
found,  whifirein  it  is  averred  that,  if  their  prayer  should  be  refused,  they  shbuld 
lose  **the  valuable  services  of  their  ablo  and  faithful  minister,  2Ir;  John 
Bay  nor.''  This  evidence  established  the  fact  that  Joseph  Emerson,  who  was 
not  settled  until  1GG9,  was  not  tho  first  minister.  Mr.  Itayner  romovod  from 
Mendon  in  1G68,  and  was  soon  afterwards  settled  nt  Dover,  N:  II.,  succeeding 
his  father,  John  Rayner,  in  tho 'ministry  there,  who  died  April  3,  1G69.  Mr. 
Itayner,  the  son,  died  l)ee.'  21,  1G7G,  and  was  probably  unmarried,  as  bis 
mother,  Frances  Bayner,  was  administratrix  of  his  estate. 

April  24,  16G8.  **It  was  ordered  to  give  Mr.  Benjamin  Allot  a  Call  with 
his  fTather's  Icfave,  and  a  letter  was  sent  to  that  ejSfcct.''  As  Benjamin  did  not 
como,  ho  probably  did  not  receive  tho  apostolic  benediction  to  that  eficct.  ^ 

In  16'G8,  it  was  agreed  to  build  a  meeting-house  twenty-two  foot  square,'  l}ut 
it  was  not  finished  until  tho  following  year.  '    -     ' 

Dec.  1,  IffGO,  Hev.  Joseph  Emerson  (son-in-law  of  Peter  Bulkeley  of  Con- 
Cord),  ^as  installed  as  minister,  his  father-in-law  making  the  contract  with  tho 
town.  Part  of  his  pay  was  to  bo  taken  ^at  some  shop  in  Boston,"  and  he  was 
to  have  two  pounds  of  butter  for  every  cow. 

Mr.  Emerson  continued  in  tho  ministry  until  tho  bi*eaking  out  of  King 
Philip*8  war,  wben  he  retired  to  Concord,  and  as  he  died  a  few  years  afterward, 
it  is  believed  ho  did  not  ogaih  enter  the'  ministry.  > 

Upon  tho  return  of  the  inhabitants  after  the  wni*,  in  16S0,  the  town  tbok 
early  measures  for  tho  rebuilding  of  the  mcbtiug-bouso  and  parsonage,  which 
had  been  destroyed  in  tho  general  conflagration  by  the  Indians. 

The  new  meeting-bouso  was  to  be  2G  by  24  feet  and  14  feet  between  joints. 
The  parsonage  was  to  be  2G  by  18  feet,  with  **ia  leantowe,"  12 'feet  wide,  at 
ono  end  of  the  house.  ' 

Oct.  4,  1G80,  Rev.  Grindal  Rawson,  son  of  tho  colonial  secretary,  Edward 
Rawson,  was  called  to  the  ministry  here,  but  was  not  permanently  settled  until 
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April  7,  1684.  Ho  was  a  classmate  in  collcgo  with  Cotton  Mather.  Ho  wa« 
iostallcd  lutho  parsonage  with  his  family  (lie  having  married  a  daughter  of 
Rev.  John  Wilson  of  Medfield) ,  by  1682,  as  we  find,  in  that  year,  a  committee 
of  three  were  chosen  **  to  Kectifie  Mr.  Rawson's  Chimneyes." 

Mr.  Ilawson's  salary  was  to  be  £55  a  year,  with  one  cord  of  wood  for  every 
Torty-acni  lot,  and  the  train  band  were  to  cut  it  up  at  his  door. 

Persons  living  at  a  distance  from  the  meeting  had  liberty  ^  to  build  a  place 
for  their  Belief  upon  the  Sabbath  day  between  the  Meeting-House  and. the 
Town  Pound.**  This  place  of  relief  was  what,  in  after  times,  beqame  known 
as  the  OQon.  house.  The  primitive  meeting-house  had  none  of  the  modjera 
improvements  for  warming,  and  a  noon  house,  with  a  hole  in  the  roof  and  an 
ample  hearth  lK3neath  for  charcoal,  afibrded  a  comfortable  retreat  during  the 
lecesB  at  noon. 

In  a  few  years  the  meeting-house  was  found  to  be  too  small  and  it  was  voted 
to  "  Inlarge  it  ten  feet  up  street  and  ten  feet  down  street.** 

In  1710,  Mr.  Bawson  and  Mr.  Jethro  Coffin  had  liberty  to  build  pews  in  the 
meeting-house. 

In  1712,  Mr.  Rawson*s  salary  had  been  raised  to.  £66  yearly. 

Mr.  Bawson.  died  Feb.  6, 1715,  after  a  ministry  of  thirty-five  years,  and 
was  buried  in  the  westerly  part  of  the  ancient  grave-yard  in  this  town,  whejce 
a  monument  was  afterward  raised  to  his  memory  by  the  town. 

In  1713,  Mr.  Bawson  being  in  feeble  health,  Mr.  Joseph  Adams  was  hired 
to  supply  the  pulpit  a  portion  of  the  year. 

Dee.  20,  1715.  The  town  and  the  church  agreed  to  the  settlement  of  Her. 
Joseph  Dorr  as  their  minister,  and  to  give  him  £160,  to  ba  paid. in  labor  [^i4 
materials  towards  building  him  a  house  and  £75  as  his  3*early  salary. 

Feb.  24,  1716.  Mr.  Dorr  accepted  the  above  terms  and  became  the  minister 
of  the  town. 

Ho  was  the  youngest  son  but  one  of  Bev.  Edward  and  Elizabeth  Dorr,  and 
was  born  in  Boxbury  in  1689  or  1690.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1711  and  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Bev.  Grindal  Bawson,  his  predecessor  in 
the  ministry,  April  9,  1724.  He  continued  in. the  discharge  of  his  ministerial 
duties  here  until  his  death,  March  9,  1768. 

Mr«  Dorr  was  the  father  of  the  Mcndon  Association  of  Ministers,  it  beit^ 
oiganized  at  his  house,  and  of  it  he  was  a  long  time  moderator. 

As  early  os  1727,  the.  subject  of  building  a  new  meeting-house  b^gan  to-be 
agitated ;  but  it  was  not  erected  until  after  a  long  controversy  as  to  the  most 
eligible  site  for  its  location,  and  after  it  had  been  referred  to  a  committee  from 
neighboring  towns.  Finally,  in  1730,  the  frame  of  the  house  wasvi-aised ;  the 
town,  among  otlvsr  articles  for  refreshment,  providing  for  the  occasion  **a  bai;rc} 
of  Bbum.'' 

M:iy  18,  1781.  The  opposition  to  the  site  of  the  meeting-house  was  not  yet 
entirely  placated,  as  the  following  vote  will  ^ow.    .The  town  being  mot  it  wot 
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put  to  vote  **  to  866  if  th6y  could  find  out  who  bath,  by  cutting,  damnified  the 
mcetuig^bbuse,''  and  it  **  passscd  in  the  n^B^ative.'*  By  this  it  seems  the  town 
was  willing^  to  **  bury  the  hatchet.'' 

In  1733,  Mr.  Dorr  had  £25  added  to  his  sahiry. 

In  1734,  the  town  voted  to  build  no  pews  in  the  meeting-house,  or  allow 
others  to  do  so.  Seats,  instead  of  pews,  had  been  constructed,  and  a  com- 
mittee assigned  the  seats,  placing  the  women  on  one  side  and  the  men  on 
the  other. 

1736.  Although  the  meeting-house  had  been  some  time  occupied,  it  was  not 
yet  £nished,  as  we  find  £100  was  raised  to  pay  John  Lyon  when  he  ^hath  fin- 
ished the  meeting-house/' 

In  1741,  quite  a  disturbance  in  the  church  took  place,  Mr.  Dorr  being 
accused  of  mal*administration,  but  in  what  manner  does  not  appear.  Thomas 
Tenney  and  others  prayed  the  General  Court  **  to  set  them  off  from  Mendon  on 
account  of  a  controversy  with  Mr.  Dorr.''  Upon  the  question  of  referring  the 
petition  to  the  next  General  Court  thci*c  was  a  dead-lock  between  the  Council 
and  House  of  Representatives,  and  hero  the  controversy  ended. 

This  year  the  territory  east  of  Mill  River  and  the  families  living  l>etween 
Mill  River  and  the  eight-rod  road  were  made  a  precinct.  The  precinct  was  soon 
organized  and  the  Rev.  Amariah  Frost  of  Framingham  was  ordained  Dec.  21, 
1743.  Mr.  Frost  remained  the  minister  until  the  precinct  was  made  a  town 
and  named  Milford. 

Nov.  8,  1766.  The  south  part  of  the  first  precinct  was  made  a  precinct,  by 
the  General  Court,  and  called  the  south  precinct^  since  made  the  town  of 
Blackstone. 

The  Bev.  Mr.  Balch.was  settled  over  it  Sept.  14,  1768,  and  remained  its 
minister  until  March  27,  1773.'  DifBculties  soon  arose  between  Mr.  Balch  and 
the  people,  and  there  was  continual  bickering  during  his  stay.  According  to 
a  pamphlet  printed  in  Boston,  in  1773,  Mr.  Balch  left  the  precinct  in  the  night. 
The  pamphlet  says  Mr.  Baleh  came  there  very  poor,  so  that  the  people  had  to 
furnish  him  with  a  suit  of  clothes  for  his  ordination. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Dorr,  jSIay  9,  1768,  there  was  occasional  preaching 
during,  the  remainder  of  the  year.  Mr.  Balch  last  before  mentioned,  a  Mr. 
Messinger,  a  Mr.  Penniman,  and  perhaps  others,  rendered  occasional  service. 

Rev.  Joseph  Willard  was  installed  over  the  first  precinct,  April  19,  1769, 
and  dismissed  Dec.  4,  1782.  During  the  latter  pait  of  bis  ministry,  there  was 
a  great  lack  of  harmony  between  him  and  the  people,  arising,  principally,  from 
the  tardiness  with  which  his  salary  was  collected  and  i^aid,  finally  culminat**- 
ing  in  a  suit  at  law  brought  by  Mr.  Willard  to  enforce  its  payments  Rev. 
Caleb  Alexander  succeeded  Mr.  Willard  as  the  minister  of  tbe  First  Parish, 
and  was  installed  April  12,  1786,  and  dismissed  Dec.  7,  1802.  He  removed 
to  western  New  York,  and  died  at  Onondaga,  April  12,  1828,  aged  seventy- 
two.    He  was  born  in  Northfield,  July  22,  1755,  and  ^graduated  from  Yale 
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College,  in  1777.  Mr.  Alexander  was  an  able  teacher  and  writer.  He  was 
greatly  instrumental  in  founding  Hamilton  College  and  Auburn  Theological 
Seminary.  Rev.  Preserved  Smith  was  installed  Oct.  2,  1805,  over  the  first 
and  third  parishes,  preaching  alternately  at  the  meeting-houses  in  each  parish 
until  Oct.  10,  1812,  when  he  was  dismissed  upon  his  own  request..  In  Novem- 
ber, 1787,  he  was  settled  at  Bowe  and  continued  his  ministry  there  u-til  %Iay, 
1804j  when  he  come  to  Mendon^  ^  In  1812,  the  people  of  Howe  gave  him  a 
unanimous  call  to  return  to  that  town,  and  with  which  he  complied.  Ho  con* 
tinued  to  preach  there  for  twenty  years,  having  completed  a  ministry  of  forty- 
five  years.  In  1832,  he  went  to  reside  with  his  son,  Rev.  Preserved  Smith, 
at  Warwick,  until  his  death,  Aug.  15,  1834.  He  graduated  at  Brown  Uni- 
versity in  1786. 

It  is  supposed  the  pulpit  was  supplied  for  the  next  two  years,  as  we  £nd 
there  was  a  committee,  in  1812  and  1813,  chosen  for  that  purpose.  ? 

June  16. 1814.  The  first  parish  gave  a  call  to  Kev.  Luther  Bailey,  with  a 
salary  of  $450.  Mr.  Bailey  declined  the  call  on  account  of  the  sum  offered  a^ 
his  salary,  but  would  accede  to  their  request  for  $550. 

Nov.  28,  1814.  Gave  a  call  to  the  Rev.  Simeon  Doggett  at  a  salary>  of 
$350.  Dec.  17,  1814,  Mr.  Doggett  accepted  the  call  and  the  parish  took 
measures  for  his  ordination.  Mr.  Doggett  was  ordained  Jan.  17, 1815,  and 
dismissed  Dec.  4,  1830.  Mr.  Doggett  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1788^ 
and  was  a  tutor  in  the  University  from  1791  to  1796.  He  was  a  native  of 
Middleborough,  and  removed  to  Raynham  at  the  close  of  his  ministry  in  Men- 
don.  Many  young  men  fitted  for  college  under  his  tuition  while  living  in 
Mendon. 

Rev*  Adin  Ballon  commenced  his  ministry  in  February,  1831,  being  installed 
May  3,  1832.  Rev.  Bernard  Whitman  preached  the  ordination  sermon.  Mr. 
Ballou  closed  his  ministry  April  1,  1842.  While  residing  here  he  published 
an  address  on  the  subject  of  American  Slavery,  which  was  republished  in 
England.,  Rev.  Linus  B.  Shaw  commenced  his  ministry  in  April,  1842,  and 
closed  it  May  1,  1844.  There  was  no  formal  installation.  Rev.  George  M. 
Rice  was  engaged  to  supply  the  luilpit,  and  commenced  his  labors  April  20, 
1845,  and  remained  until  July  1, 1847.  Rev.  George  G.  Channing,  brother  of 
the  late  William  EUery  Channing,  began  a  supply  in  October,  1847,  and  oon- 
tinued  his  sevices  until  Dec.  1,  1849.  Rev.  William  H.  Kinsley  was  installed 
in  June,  1850,  Rev.  E.  S.  Gannett,  D.  D.,  preaching  the  installation  sermon. 
He  remained  in  the  discharge  of  his  parochial  duties  until  his  death,  Sept.  7, 1851. 
Rev.  Robert  Hassall  succeeded  i^Ix.  Cinsle}^  and  his  ministry  continued  from 
April  1,  1852,  to  the  second  Sunday  in  January,  1856.  He  was  soon  after 
settled  at  Haverhill.  Rev.  Stillman  JBarber  commenced  his  ministerial  labors,' 
May  18,  1856,  and  closed  them  the  second  Sunday  in  April,  1860.  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Tate  Phelan  was  ordained/ in  j\Li3',  1863,  and  was  dismissed,  at  his  request, 
April  27^  1866*    Rev.  Richard  Coleman  began  to  preach  July  1 ,  1866,  and  con- 
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tiuued  bis  services  until  February,  1868.  Rev.  David  Pbilip  Liudsley  eom- 
mencod  preacbing  Jan.  1,  18G8,  and  concluded  bis  services  Marcb  31,  1871. 
Bev.  George  F.  Clark,  late  minister  at  Castine,  Me.,  began  an  engagement  in 
June,  1871,  and  still  continues  to  supply  tbo  pulpit. 

.  Tbe  *'Menclon  Association,"  so  called,  was  an  association  of  Congregational 
ministers.  It  was  organized  at  tbe  bouse  of  Rev.  Mr.  Dorr,  ''Nov.  y*  8tb. 
175 1. **  Tbero  were* present  four  persons,  viz.  r«— Mr.  Dorr,  wbo  was  cbosen 
moderator,  and  Rev.  Natban  Webb  of  Uxbridge,  scribe.  Tbe  two  otber  mem- 
bers were,  Rev.  Amariab  Frost  of  tbe  cost  precinct*  in^  Milford,  and  tbe  Rev. 
£lisba  Fisb  of  Upton. 

At  tliis  meeting  David  Thurston  was  licensed  to  preacb,  and  was  oidained 
&ver  tbe  cburcb  at  West  Mcdway,  Juno  23,  1752«  Ho  was  a  graduate  from 
Princeton  College,  N.  J.,  in  1751.  Tbis  association  still  continues  to  bold 
meetings. 

.  Haying,  in  the  preceding  pages,  given  an  account  of  tbe  churches  down  to 
1780,  a  small  space  will  suffice  to  complete  the  record.  The  present  Unitarian 
Church  was  built,  in  1820,  by  voluntary  contributions,  for  tbo  us^e  of  the  first 
parish.  ^''  Tbo  first  Friends'  meeting-house  was  built  in  1729^  nnd  stood  a  short 
distance  below  the  shop  occupied  by  Timothy  Ellis.  The  meetings  in  this 
bouse  were  discontinued  by  Smitblicld  monthly  meeting,  third  mouth,  1841, 
and:  the  bouse  sold  to  Col.  Israel  Phimmer,  in  1850,  and  converted  into  a 
depot  at  the  Northbridge  Quarries,  on  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Rail- 
road. 

The  second  Friends'  meeting-house  was  built  at  South  Mendon  (now  Black- 
stone),  in  1812. 

Not  long  before  the  incorporation  of  Blackstone,  churches  were  built  at 
Millville,  Blackstone  and  Waterford,  villages  in  that  town. 
1  In;  1828,  the  ** North  Congregational  Church*^  was  organized,  and  in-  1830 
built  a  church ;  but,  after  a  few  years  of  struggle,  the  organization  was  aban- 
doned and  the  meeting-house  sold  to  the  Methodist  Society,  which  bad  lately 
been  gathered,  for  $030.  During  tbe  past  year,  Rev.  Phineas  C.  Sloper  of 
Natick  has  officiated  as  pastor  of  this  society.    *  •  =     >         . 

The  Blackstone  Canal  was  begun  in  1824,  and  the  first  boat,  the  **Lady 
drrington/'  started  July  1,  1828.  The  cost  of  the  canal  was  $700,000,  and 
proved  a  losing  investment  for  its  stockholders.  It,  however,  was  of  benefit 
to  the  public,  as  it  increased  the  water-power,  by  its  dams  and  reservoirs,  and 
tlius  aided  largely  dn  tbe  multiplication  of  factories.  Tbo  Blackstone  cotton-' 
mill  was  built  in  1808,  and  there  were  smaller  mills  at  Millville,  and  at  Kdloy^sf 
and  Paine  &  Hay's  .on  Mill  River.  Soon  after- this^W.  &  D.  D.  Fartium 
erected  a  large  woolen-mill  at  Waterford,  and  additional  machinery  ^^nis 
operated  at  Millville  and  at  Paine  &  Ray's. 

In  1847,  the  Worcester  and  Providence  Railroad- superseded  the  canal,  and 
not  long  afterward  the  canal   corporation  obtained  liberty  to  Surrender  its 


LOCAL  INDUSTRIES.  «1 


charter.  BInckstonc  was  an  integral  portion  of  Mendon  at  this  timby  and 
contained  3,524  inhabitants.  In  1870,  the  two  towns  contained  6,596»  of 
which  Mendon  furnished  1,17^,  and  Blackstone,  5,421. 

In  Mendon,  with  its  present  boandarics,  there  is  one  box^factory^  two  shoddy- 
mills,  and  two  boot  manufactories.  There  are  five  saw  and  one  shingle  mill, 
one  wheelwright's  and  three  blacksmith's  shops.  There  are  two  taverns,  one 
of  which,  kept  by  David  Adams,  is  a  (rue  temperance  house.  Two  stores,  in 
one  of  which  the  post-office  is  kept. 

For  farming  purposes  tiiero  is  much  excellent  laud  in  Mendon.  With  a 
general  inclination  to  the  south,  except  in  the  low  lands,  it  is  not  subject  to 
early  frosts.  Its  principal  productions  are  hay,  potatoes,  corn,  rye,  apples 
and  cranberries.  Many  fruit-trees  have  been  set  out  within  a  few  yoars,'and 
many,  patches  of  meadow  reclaimed  for  the  cultivation  of  cranberries.  Large 
quantities  of  milk  are  sold  from  this  town,  principally  at  Milford. 

Mendon  has  always  been  true  to  the  Union.  In  the  days  of  the  Revolution, 
wbile  she  was  passing  patriotic  resolutions  in  town  meeting,  she  was,  at  the 
same  time,  passing  patriotic  men  to  the  front.  So  in  the  Rebellion  of  18G1; 
almost  without  exception,  the  citizens  of  Mendon  stood  shoulder  fo  sho\ilder 
for  its  overthrow. 

From  the  days  of  Jefferson,  until  a  recent  period,  Mendon  had  always  beeil 
Democratic.  The  anti-slavery  discussion,  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise, and  the  attempt  to  make  Kansas  a  slave-holding  State,  opened  the  ej'es 
of  many,  and  the  recent  attempt  to  destroy  the  Union  completed  the  disin- 
tegration of  that  party. 

Since  1861,  Mendon  has  been  Republican,  and,  always,  whenever  a  full  vote 
is  called  out,  by  a  decided  and  satisfactory  ratijority.  In  the*  election  of  to\vn 
officers  partisan  predilections  have  been  very  generally  disregarded.  As  an 
evidence  of  its  sanitary  condition  and  the  law-abiding  disposition  of  its 
inhabitants,  it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  but  one  physician  and  one  lawyer  find 
a  home  within  its  limits. 

The  principal  portion  of  the  industry  of  the  town  is  expended  in  the  culti- 
Tation  of  the  soil.  With  the  adoption  of  the  improved  implements  of  agi^ 
culture  and  a  more  intelligent  application  of  fertilizers,  whether  derived  from 
the  compost-heap  or  the  laboratory,  the  general  aspect  of  the  ^farming  iionds 
showa  a  decided  improvement  over  the  exhibit  of  thirty-five  or  forty  years  ogo. 
If  ho  who  makes  two  speurs  of  grass  grow  where  one  grew  before  is  a  public 
benefactor,  the  farmers  of  Mendon  may  justly  claim  an  honorable  distinction 
in  that  regard « 

Owing  to  the  general  depression  of  badness  at  this  time  (April,  1879)  f  but  one 
of  tbe  boot-shops  is  in  operation,  turning  out  but  forty  or  fifty  cases  weekly. 

The  home  industries,  besides  the  ordinary  care  of  the  household,  ar&maiuly 
devoted  to  the  sowing  of  bonnets  and  bats  for  the  straw  manufactories  in  the 
neighboring  towns. 
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The  folIowiDg  college  graduates  are  worthy  of  promiDent  mention :— 

George  Taft,  (HarrardO  1815 

Wintam  Soden  Hastings,  '«  1817 

John  Locke  Doggett, 
George  B.  Russell, 
Charles  C.  P..  Hastings, 
Mosos  D.  Southwick, 
Theophilus  P.  Doggett, 
Nathan  Greorge, 
Edward  Freeman,     ' 
£11  Thayer, 
George  Capron, 
Enos  N.  Taft, 

Samuel  P.  Bates,       (Boston  Univ.,)  1851 
Hamilton  B.  Staples,  ''         1861 

Julius  A.  George,  Lawrence  Scientific 
School,      •        • .     (Harvard,)  1859*60 


Grindal  Bawson, 

(Harvard,) 

1728 

Moses  Taft, 

«« 

1751 

Joseph  Dorr, 

u 

1752 

Ezra  Thayer, 

«« 

1754 

Alexander  Scammell, 

it 

1769 

Amariah  Frost, 

ft* 

1770 

William  Jennison, 

«i 

1774 

Samuel  Jennison, 

44 

1 

1774 

John  Eugene  Tyler, 

44 

1786 

Daniel  Peters, 

44 

1793 

Samuel  Dexter, 

4* 

1801 

Warren  Bawson, 

44 

1802 

Seth  Chapin, 

44 

1808 

Peter  Wbeelock, 

U 

1811 

Samuel  S.  Adams, 

C4 

1812 

Preserved  Smith, 

44 

1812 

SwiUel  Allen, 

44 

1814 

1821 
1821 
1825 
1828 
1829 
1830 
1833 
1845 
1847 
(Yale,)     1850 


44 


44 


44 


44 


4k 


k4 


44 
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.  These  annals  are  now  brought  to  a  close  by  an  exhibit  of  the  financial  stand- 
ing^£  the  town  at  the  close  of  the  two  hundred  and  eleventh  year  of  its  muni- 
cfpal  life,  March  3,  1879. 


Summary  of  expenditures  during  the  year* 

Damage  and  costs  (defect  in  the  highway), $350  00 

Incidental  expenses,            102  44 

Bepairs  of  school-houses  and  supplies, 20  71 

Printing, 127  00 

Town  officers' services, •        •        •  577  01 

State  aid  to  pensioners, •    .        •        •        .  250  50 

**      for  other  soldiers, 226  65 

School  apparatus, 4  00 

Support  of  schools, 1,747  70 

Fuel  for  town  hall, '.        •        •        •  41  75 

Beads  and  bridges, 1,018  07 

Support  of  poor, 1,770  00 

$6,235  83 
2%e  liahilitiea  of  the  town  are  as  follows  ^  viz. : — 

Due  town  officers  (estimated),     •        • $212  50 

Expended  on  roads  and  unpaid  (estimated), 887  60 

Amount  of  town  bonds  oatstanding, 12,698  00 

**        **     notes             " •        .  8,876  19 

$17,174  29 
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Available  oMeta. 

Taxes  uncollected, $1,521  90 

Cash  in  treasurer's  hands, 79  25 

Due  from  State,  (State  aid  disbursed,  pensioners,)  .        •  264  00     ' 

"  "      (      "  "         other  soldiers,^         .  187  79 

$2,052  94 

Leaving  the  present  indebtedness  of  the  town,    •        •        •        •      $15,12185 

Town  officers  for  1879. — Town  clerk,  David  Adams ;  selectmen,  Alexander 
H.  Allen,  Albert  W,  Gaskill  and  Horace  C.  Adams ;  treasurer,  John  G.  Met- 
calf;  assessors,  A.  H.  Allen,  M.  C;  Gaskill  and  Jas.  J.  Nutter;  constable, 
Andrew  W.  Judson ;  superintendent  of  schools,  George  F.  Clark. 

ApprqpricUiona  for  1879. 

Support  of  schools,      •        •        • $1,200  00 

Bepair  of  roads,  • 900  OQ 

Support  of  poor,  •        •        •        •        •        •        •        •        •        •        l,5po  00 

Bepair  of  schoolhouses,      •        •        •       .• 450  QP 

Interest  on  p«bllc  debt,        •        •        •        • 1,100  (io 

Principal  of         *«  1,000  00 

Incidental  expenses, •       •       •  .  800  00 

•■ 

•  96,m  00 
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CHAPTEU  I. 

FOiSmOX  AHD   EXTENT  ^^  EAM-T  CONNECTION  —  INCORPOBATION  —  TOPOORAPHf- 

OAL  FEATCTRES  —  OEOLOOT  AND  PRODUCTIONS  —  GROWTH  AND  INDUSTRIES  — 

BOOT  AND  SHOE  BUSINESS  —  RELIGIOUS  MOVE3IENTS  —  ORTHODOX  CHURCH  — 

'  UNnrCRSALIST,    METHODIST,    BAPTIST,    EPISCOPALIAN,    CATHOLIC,   UNITARIAN, 

SPIRITUALISTS. 

r  * 

:  l^IiLFORD  is  a  south-easterly  border  town  of  tbo  county,  skirting  oti  Middle- 
sex and  Norfolk  near  their  junctioa  in  that  quarter.  It  is  bounded  north  by 
Hc^kinton,  east  by  HoIIiston,  Medway  and  BcIIingbam,  south-westerly  by 
Mcndon,  and  westerly  by  Upton.  It  contains  12,170  acres  of  land,  or  ninettcen 
square  miles  and  ten  acres.  Of  this  area  about  two  hundred  and  eighty-one 
acres  are  covered  with  water  in  spring  aud  wet  seasons,  and  over  three  hundred 
more  are  occupied  by  roads  and  commons.  Its  latitude  is  about  42^  08'  N., 
and  its  longitude  71^  Od'  W.  from  Greenwich.  Its  centre  is  eighteen  miles 
south-east  from  Worcester,  thirty  south-westerly  from  Boston,  and  twenty-five  ' 
north  by  west,  from  Providence,  R.  I.  Its  mean  altitude  above  tide-water  is  a 
little  less  than  four  hundred  and  seventy-three  feet,  its  lowest  level  being  three 
buodred  and  icight  feet,  and  its  highest  six  hundred  and  thirty-seven  feet*  nine 
inches.  Its  lenglh  from  north  to  south  is  about  six  miles,  and  its  breadth  very 
irregular,  averaging  not  more  than  three  and  one-six<h  miles.  ' 

In  aboriginal  times  this  li*act  of  territory  belonged  to  an  easterly  sub-tribo  or  * 
clanof  the  Nipmuck  Indians.     Five-sixths  of  it  were  included  in  the  original 
purchase,  from  those  .Indians  of  eight  miles  square  fur  Quihsbipaug  Plantation^, 
alia^.Meudoni,  ApriL22,  16G2.     Tho  other  sixth  was  bought  of  a  family  belong-  ^ 
ing  to  tho  sAmo  clan,. by  a  Mendon  committee,Peb.  19, 1G91.    This  additional 
tract  has  always  been  called^* Tho  North  Purchase."    The  present  territorial 
domain  of  Milford  was  a  part  of  Mcndon  until  April  11,  1780,  when  it  was  * 
incorporated  as  a  town.     Its  south-westerly^  corner  began  to  bo  settled  slightly 
between  1670  and  1695.    Tho  whole  tract,  after  purchase  from  the  IndiansV 
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belonged  to  the  proprietors  of  Mcndon,  and  was  laid  out  by  them  from  time  to 
time  in  lots  and  parcels  to  suit  incoming  settlers.  These  grew  more  and  more 
numerous  from  1700  and  downward.  In  1741  they  became  enterprising  and 
ambitious  enough  to  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation  setting  them  off  as  a 
separate  precinct,  sometimes  designated  as  ''the  second,"  but  more  commonly 
as'^thc  Easterly  Precinct  of  Mendon^"  This  act  bears  date  Dec.  23,  1741, 
and  required,  as  one  of  its  indispensal)le  conditions,  that  a  mecting-houso  l>o 
built  and  an  orthodox  minister  bo  settled  within  two  years  from  the  date 
thereof.  A  church  of  twenty-six  male  members,  calling  itself  **The  Second 
Church  of  Christ  in  Mendon,"had  already  been  organized,  April  15,  1741, 
preliminarj'  to  anticipated  precinct  incorporation.  Immediately  after  incor- 
poration the  precinct  was  organized,  and  set  about  the  erection  of  a  meeting- 
house. The  exterior  of  that  humble  edifice,  40  by  35  feet  in  dimensions, 
fashioned  in  the  usual  style  of  those  days,  was  completed,  and  Rev.  Amariah 
Frost  ordained  as  their  first  minister,  Dec.  21,  1743 -r- just  two  days  ^before 
their  incorporation  would,  in  defiiult,  have  been  forfeited-  . 

The  incorpf>ratiou  of  this  precinct  into  a  town,  .April  11, 1780,  was  .prec<?dcd 
by  a  long,  intermittent  straggle  between  the  ''Mill  River  people,^  jlhcn-so 
termed,  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  mother  town,  which,  howcyer,  was 
amicably  terminated  by  a  mutual  agreement  between  the  parties.  May  3,  1779, 
iu  the  fourth  year  of  the  Revolutionary  war.  The  act  of  incori>orat  ion  follo\ted 
without  further  opposition,  and  the  town  was  formally  organized  Slay  1,  17S0. 
Its  population  Wf:s  then  seven  hundred  and  sixty  souls.  Ko  certain  data  give 
the  numlicr  of  families,  dwcUins^s  or  legal  voters.  It  may  be  reasonably  esti- 
mated that  there  were  one  huucired  and  fifty  families,  about  the  same  number 
of  voters,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  dwelling-houses,  such  as  they  were. 
These  were  scattered  here  and  there  on  about  fifty  rough  au(l  crooked  roads, 
bridle-paths,  4cc.  The  only  public  edifice  in  town  was  the  af()resaid  precinct ' 
meeting-house.  Not  a  single  school-house  had  then  been  erected ;  private 
dwellings  or  tenement-rooms  of  inferior  convenience  being  then  the  only 
temples  of  learning.  There  was  one  clergyman.  Rev.  Mr.  Frost;  one  physi-  * 
cian,  the  first  Dr.  Scimmell,  though  the  senior  Dr.  Corbett  dwelt  near  by  in 
the  edge  of  Bellingham ;  do  lawyer,  nor  but  one  justice  of  the  peace,  Edward ' 
Bawson,  and  he  not  till  1781 ;  one  licensed  innholder,  at  what  was  later  known 
as  the  Godfrey  stand,  Jonathan  Jones;  one  or  two  huckster  stores  in  tbo 
Centre,  and  another  at  South  Milford,  licensed  to  retail  spirituous  liquors; 
bc.ro  and  there  a  mechanical  craftsman  of  humble  pretensions  —  a  blacksmith,  . 
carpenter,  tanner,  shoemaker,  weaver,  tailor,  clothier,  &c. ;  and  the  other 
inhabitants  subsisting  os-best  they  could  on  the  productions  of  common 
buslxiudry.  Such  was  Milford  at  its  incorporation,' iu  the  afternoon  of  the' 
Revolutionary  struggle,  yet  plucky,  enterprising  and  ho^^eful  in  its  ''dayol 
«miill  things,**  nothing  abashed  when  some  of  its  smarter  neighbors  jocosely 
named  it  "  Broomshire.*^    Severe  were  some  of  its  trials  that  immcdiatoljr 


CG  TOWN  OP  MILFOED. 

ensued,  but,  through  persistent  toil  and  endurance,  it  gradually  rose  to  distinc- 
tion, and  won  for  itself  an  honorable  fame. 

The  to]K)gniphy  of  the  town  may  now  be  briefly  delineated.  Although  it 
exhibits  little  of  the  grand  and  picturesque  in  comparison  with  many  localities 
of  our  counVry,  yet  it  has  features  of  variegation,  beauty  and  utility  worthy  of 
respectful  appreciation.  If  it  has  some  rocky,  rough  and  unattractive  por- 
tions, it  has  highlands,  dales,  plains,  rivers  and  brooks,  alike  admirable  and 
useful.  It  is  intersected  by  two  small  rivers,  both  of  which  rise  on  its  northern 
frontier  and  run  its  whole  length  almost  parallel  to  each  other.  The  most 
easterly  of  these  is  the  Charles,  which  rises  in  a  large  highland  swamp  near 
Hopkinton  line.  It  is  there  a  mere  brook,  four  hundred  and  thirty-two  fcot 
above  tide-water  at  Boston.  Thence,  running  a  little  south-easterly,  it 
descends  rapidlyto  a  mill  privilege  in  a  locality  called  "  Wildcat,**  where  it 
receives  "Doer  Brook,"  from  Hopkinton.  Thence,  running  in  a  gcneml 
southerly  direction,  it  passes  through  Cedar  Swamp  Pond,  over  ''the  foils'*  in 
eastern  Milford  Centre,  down  the  valley  to  BcUingham  factory  privilege, 
receiving  various  little  trihutaries  along  its  course,  and  so  passing  onwiird  to 
Boston.  It  leaves  town  at  our  lowest  level  above  the  sea,  three  hundred  and 
eight  feet,  and  affords  within  our  limits  only  two  or  three  mill-sites.  Tho 
other  and  more  westerly  river  issues  from  what  is  now  known  as  North  Pond, 
but  by  the  Indians  was  called  Maspenock  Pond.  Only  the  extreme  southerly 
end  of  this  pond  belongs  to  Milford — tho  main  body  of  it  to  Hopkinton.  This 
stream  has  always  been  called  IMill  River  by  the  whites.  At  the  point  of  its 
issue  it  Js  452  feet  9  inches  nl)ovc  tide-water.  It  nins  in  a  general  southerly 
direction,  forms  a  part  of  tho  boundary  between  Milford  and  Upton,  falls  ISG 
feet*  9  inches  before  it  leaves  town,  and  affords  no  less  than  eleven  mill-sites, 
six  of  which  are  occupied.  It  leaves  town  at  a  level  of  316  feet  above  tide- 
water, t.  e.,  8  feet  3  inches  above  the  Charles  at  its  exit.  Thence  its  course  is 
southward  into  the  Blackstone  at  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

Charles  and  Mill  rivers  divide  the  town  into  three  considerable  sections. 
The  most  westerly  of  these  almts  northerly  on  Upton,  and  skirts  Mcndon  on 
the  west.  It  lies  on  the  eastern  declivity  and  along  tho  base  of  Neck  Hill, 
extending, some  four  miles  south wardl3%  with  an  averap^e  width  of  perhaps  one 
hundred  and  fifty  rods.  A  large  part  of  it  is  woodland,  swamp,  rocky  pasture 
or  otherwise  non-arable.  A  minor  portion  is  good  farm  land,  and  occupied  by 
thrifty  cultivators.  Some  of  these  have  handsome,  elevated  and  pleasantly 
sitnated  estates.  The  ranire  of  hi<;hland3  known  as  North  Hill  and  Neck  Hill 
presents  some  wild  and  romantic  scenery,  and  affords,  at  several  points,  fine 
perspective  fields  in  the  distance  to  the  ej'c  of  the  curious'  visitor.  Thd 
altitude  on  North  Hill  is  572  feet  above  sea  level,  and  on  Neck  Hill,  where 
Milford  Main  Street  crosses  Mondon  line,  it  is  470  feet. 

The  section  between  Mill  and  Charles  rivers  is  much  the  most  important  of 
the  tbi'ce,  being  six  miles  in  length  from  north  to  southi  that  is,  from  Hopkin* 
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ton  to  Mcndon,  and  from  one  to  two  miles  in  average  breadth  cast  and  west. 
It  not  only  affords  desirable  surface  and  soil  for.  numerous  valuable  farms, 
country  seats,  village  sites  and  most  of  the  populous  town  ccnti*e,  'hut  very 
commanding  and  delightful  pro<»pect9  of  the  neighboring  regions  in  all  direc- 
tions. This  is  especially  true  of  its  highland  eminences.  Tunnel  Hill,  at 
Ilopkinton  line,  near  Haven  Street,  is  616  feet  above  tide-water,  and  gives  the 
casual  beholder  who  strays  thither  a  pleasing  panoramic  view  toward  the  south. 
Silver  Hill,  at  Aaron  Claflin's  country  scat,  presents  a  still  more  magnificent 
and  beautiful  expanse  of  nearand  distant  landscape.  The  altitude  hero  is  5b6 
feet  9  inches  above  the  ocean  level.  But  this  is  exceeded  by  the  loftier 
eminences  of  old*  Magomiscock  Ilill,  so  named  by  the  Indians  on  account, 
probabljs  of  the  grand  and  far-reaching  prospect  it  afforded  them  of  their 
Nipmuck  domain.  Standing  near  where  Kucl  Cleaveland  dnd  his  sister 
Mehetabel  now  dwells  their  keen  eyes,  in  a  clear  day,  could  sweep  the  horizon 
from  the  Blue  Hills  of  Milton  round  the  highLinds  towards  the  Wampanoags, 
the  Nai'ragansetts  and  the  Mohegans,  to  their  own  imperial  Wachusett,  and 
even  to  the  distant  Mouadnock.  Their  standpoint,  as  thus  contemplated^,  is 
637:  feet  and  9  inches  above  the  sea-level.  This  Magomiscock  Hill,  or  rather 
range  of  highlands,  affords  many  commanding  and  charming  views  !of  the 
Sfirrounding  country.  It  is  of  gentle  ascent  on  all  sides,  and,  thoref4)re,  some- 
what deceitful  ar)  to  its  actual  height.  It  extends  in  a  slightly  south-easterly 
direction  from  the  vicinity  of  Silver  Hill,  some  two  miles,  till  it  subsides  into 
the  plains  of  South  Milford.  Its  western  slope  descends  to  Mill  Biver,  along 
whose  intervale  the  pleasant  village  of  Hopedale  is  extending  its  bright  amiy 
of  machine-shops  and  homes.  Toward  the  east  it  descends  in  gentle  slopes, 
replete  with  farms,  rural  abodes,  and  the  cheerful  evidences  of  industrial 
improvement. 

The  easterly  section  is  bounded  westerly  by  Charles  River,  and  on  otiier 
sides  by  Ilopkinton,  Iloliiston,  Medway  and  Bellingham.  Its  most  con- 
spicnous  feature  is  Bear  Hill,  long  a  famous  landmark,  and  whose  highest  peak 
is  found  to  have  an  altitude  of  532  feet  al>ove  tide-water.  Its  only  very  steep 
acclivity  is  on  its  south-iwestcrly  side,  where  it  is  closely  adjacent  to  the  river, 
not  ftiv  south-east  of  the  railroad  depots.  Its  base  must  have  a  circumference 
of  over  two  miles.  It  has  several  eminences  and  depressions,  and  a  consider-^ 
able  portion  of  it  is  covered  with  forest  of  older  or  younger  growth,  thou^ 
farms  and  habitations  encroach  npon  it,  and  it  is  rendered  somewhat  accessible 
by  decent  roads  over  and  around  it.  Another  noticeable  feature  of  this  section, 
less  elevated,  is  presented  bj'  the  ** Rocky  Woods'*  in  its  northerly  portion. 
These  woods  are  6tly  named,  for  they  are  rocky  indeed.  ^'The  -North  Cedar 
Swamp,**  anciently  so  called,  was  once  famous,  but  has  been  thoroughly 
despoiled  of  its  primeval  cedars.  Perhaps  this  swamp  may  be  properly 
considered  as  belonging  to  this  section.  **The  Great  Meadow,"  too,  lying 
north-east  of  Bear  Hill,  was  no  less  famous  with  the  early  settlers  of  Mendon 


C8  TOWN  OP  MILFORD.. 

and  SbcrlK)rQ,  who  both  coveted  its  hay,  and  qaarrelled  for  a  time  aboat  their 
rival  claims.  It  long  ago  ceased  to  bo  deemed  of  extraordinary  value.  The 
plain  lands  north  of  Bear  Hill  are  valuable,  and  have  become  thickly  settled. 
There  is  a  range  of  good  farms  all  along  the  eastern  frontier  of  this  section, 
from  Braggvillo  in  the  north  to  Bcllingham  in  the  south.  And  it  has  attained 
to  the  honor  of  having  two  very  popular  cemeteries  located  within  its  limits^ 
near  the  cedar  swamp;  viz.,  the  **Pino  Grove  Cemetery **  and  the  ^ Catholic 
Cemetery.'*  • 

'  .The  geological  rock  and  composition  of  soil  in  Milford,  in  common  with  the 
general  surrounding  region,  are  predominantly  gneissjc,  though  the  northern 
part  of  it,  and  especially  the  north-easterly  part,  afTords  some  excellent  granite, 
which  is  extensively  quarried.  There  is  a  considerable  breadth  of  peculiar 
gneiss  rock  crossing  the  town  somewhat  diagonally  from  the  centre  of  North 
Purchase,  south-westerly  into  Mcndon.  It  seems  to  bo  largely  composed  of 
quartz,  with  little  mica  aud  hornblende,  and  scarcely  any  feldspar.  It  is  very 
hard  and  Iirittlc.  Much  of  it  is  of  a  reddish-yellow  hue,  as  if  oxidated  by  a 
Flight  infusion  of  iron,  though  portions  of  it  are  dark  gray  and  blackish.  It 
has  an  eccentric  and  obstinate  fracture,  and  crumbles  into  an  uncouth  gravel. 
1^  sdiue  places  below  the  surface  it  is  found  in  layers  of  from  a  few  inches  to  a 
foot  in  thickness,  but  in  general  appears  in  rather  unshapely  blocks.  It  is  not; 
a  desirable  kind  of  stone,  nor,  when  disintegrated,  a  good  ingredient  of  the 
sbil«  yielding*  no  potassa,  and  giving  a  certain  sponginess  to  the  loam.  Neither 
does  it  tread  or  wear  well  on  roads.  But  the  common  gray  gneiss  and  its 
detritus  generally  neutralize  it  to  a  considerable  extent.  The  result  is  a  decent 
soil  throughout  the  town,. quite  strong  and.  fertile  in  spots,. but  rather  dcQcient 
generally  in  potassa,  alumina  and  the  phosphates.  These  are  desirable  fertil- 
izers, and  are  used  with  good  ciTcct.  For  roads  the  town  has  a  good  crusher,  of, 
suitable  stone,  and  macadamizes  liberally.  .  • 

Of  the  flora  and  fauna  of  the  town  it  is  hardly  neccesary  tp  speak,  as  our 
vegetable  and  animal  productions,  native  and  exotic,  are  the  same  with  those 
of  the  immediate  surrounding  country.     The  present  forest  growth  is  compara- 
tively young.     The  ancient  cedars  are  gone,  probably  never  to  be  renewed. 
The  chestnuts  and  the  oaks  are  diminutive  in  size  compared  with  their  sturdy  . 
aAQcstors.   The  railroads  have  made  chestixut  timber  now  the  most  valual>lo.   This  , 
was  the  predominant  timber  of  our  aboriginal  forests,  and  still  is  so.  >  BeaMs, , 
bird?4,  reptiles  and  fish,  witli.a  few  exceptions,. i*emain  in  kind,  but  not  in  abun- 
dance,    liatt^csnakes,  once  fearfully  numerous,  have  been  nearly  c^^terminate^.. 
Ferocious  beasts  have  ceased  out  of  the  land.    Wikl  game  is.  scarce,  and  useful 
fish  are  kept  down  to  a  minimum.      Milford  can  boast  of  but* little  natural 
wealth.     It  has  no  mines  of  the  preciou.<<,  or,  indeed,  any  other  metals ;  no  s)ato 
or  libdcstone ;  iio  marl ;  only  one  small  bed  of  clay,  (lud  a  few  deposits  of  good 
peat.     Its  quarries  of  granite  already  opened,  and  promising  to  l)o  opened  on 
a  laiger  scale,  make  the  chief  item  in  its  natural  inventory^    Its  water-power. 
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ivoocHands  and  cultivablo  soU  fill  up  tbo  account.  These,  tliQugh  not  large, 
have  a  respectable  value.  Tbo  towu  must  depend  mainly  on  manufacturing, 
obecbanical  and  mercantile  tbrift.     In  tbesc  it  presonls  a  creditable  esbibition. 

The  growth  of  Milford  and  its  productive  industries  was  rather  slow  till  1$45, 
Trbch  the  branch  railroad  to  South  Framinghani  was  auspiciously  in  progress. 
Before  that  period,  several'  important  developments  of  prosperity  had  succes* 
sivcly  taken  place,  less  marl^ed  but  full  of  promise.  In  1780,  its  populatiou 
was  7fiO  ;  iu  1790,  it  was  839 ;  in  1800,  907  ;  in  1810,  973 ;  in.  1820,  1,160 ;  in 
'30,  1,3G0;  in  '40,  1,773;  in  '50,  4,810 ;  in  '55,  7,489;  in  '60,  9,132;  m  'C5, 
9,108  ;  in  '70,  9,890,  and  '75,  9,818.  During  this  period  the  number  of  ^Ami- 
lies  rose  from  150  to  2,103;  the  number  of  dwellings  from  120  to  1,549;  the 
number  of  legal  voters  from  150  or  less  to  2,118,  and  the  total  valuation  of 
estates  from  a  proportionately  small  sum  to  over  $5,000,000.  The  industrial 
productions  of  these  ninety-five  years  advanced  in  the  same  ratio.  At  the 
outset  they  consisted  chiefly  of  agricultural  products—of  what  was  raised  on 
perhaps  one  hundred  and  twenty  farms,  and  by  collateral  domestic  thrift. 
The  amount  of  these  must  be  guessed,  rather  than  estimated.  But  the  inhabi- 
tants liad  always  a  predisposition  and  genius  for  mechanical  and  manufacturing 
pursuits.  These  steadily  gsiined  ground,  as  did  those  of  trade,  over  agricultural^ 
interests,  though  it  took  them  a  quarter  of  a  century  or  more  after  the  town 
was  incorporated  to  obtain  the  ascendancy.  Boot  and  shoe  making  got  starts 
aa  early  as  1795,  but  on  a  very  small  scale.  The  pioneers  commenced  in  pettj 
aixirtmcnts  of  ordinary  dwelling-houses  or  crude  outbuildings.  They  bought 
a  few  dollars'  worth  of  upper  and  sole  leather,  made  up  a  dozen  pairs  of  boots 
or  shoes,  and  then  started  off  with  them  on  foot  to  find  purchasers.  If  suc- 
cessful, they  increased  their  stock,  worked  it  up,  took  it  off  in  a  honi^ 
wagon  to  market  into  the  neighboring  towns,  often  going  as  far  aa  Boston  ai^d 
Providence.  Next  the  tanning  and  dressing  of  leather  became  profitable,  aa 
well  aa  convenient.  In  the  course  of  ten  or  fifteen  years,  little  fourteen  by 
aixtecn  one-story  shops  sprung  up  about  town,  which  *the  bosses  crowded 
almost  to  suffocation  with  journeymen  and  apprentices.  Thus  the  boot,  $hq^ 
and  leather  business,  before  1825,  distanced  all  other  kinds  of  industrial  pro- 
duction.  But  even  at  that  date,  the  largest  boot  manufactory  in  town  was  n 
two-story  building,  not  more  than  thirty-two  by  twenty  feet  iu  size.  In  1837, 
wo  bad  the  first  authentic  return  of  Milford  industries,  by  order  of  General 
Court,  and  its  showing  ^vas  not  very  formidable.  Tbo  following  is  its  abridged 
8ul)stance  in  pait: — one  cotton-mill,  1,200  spindle-^,  consumed  13,000  pounds 
cotton,  turned  out  80,000  yards,  valued  at  $5,000,  employed  22  hands ;  capital 
invested,  ftl5,000. 

Boots  manufactured,  128,000  pairs,  valued  at  $212,200;  employed  342 
hands.  Iltdea  curried,  5,000;  value  of  leather,  $12,000;  hands,  5;  capital, 
$5,000.  The  other  articles  specified  are  sheep  and  their  wool,  chairs  and 
cabinet- ware,  tin-ware,  straw  bonnets,  varnish,  clothing,  shoe-pegs,  wagon- 
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irons  and  wbips.  AH  thcao  niinor  articles  netted  only  $28,516.  This  giFes  us 
the  prepou4cranc6  of  the  boot  and  leather  industry  in  1837.  The  printed 
return  of  1845  reports  243,890  pairs  of  boots  mannfiicturcd,  valued  at 
$373,835,  the  work  of  482  males  and  220  females ;  total  of  employes,  702. 
Tlie  leather  curried  was  valued  at  $30,000.  In  this  return  cotton  manufacture, 
whips,  &c.f  drop  out,  and  several  new  articles  are  reported,  few  of  which  were 
of  much  account.  Among  them  were  hatting,  saddle  and  harness  making, 
soap  manufacture,  stone  quarrying,  lumber  dressing,  mechanics'  tools,  firewood- 

'  prepared,  boot-boxes  made,  sash  and  blind  business,  wheelwrighting,  &c., — 
none  of  them  on  a  large  scale.  Some  agricultiiral  statistics  are  worth  quoting, 
viz.: — ^^^ Horses,  205;  value,  $11,045:  neat  cattle,  917;  value,  $18,022: 
swine,  414,  $2,954 ;  Indian  corn,  5,821  1>ushels,  $4,657 ;  rye,  804  bushels, 
$725;  bartoy,  604  boshels,  $453;  oats,  1,929  bushels,  $750;  potaitoes,  20,123 
bushels,  $6,036 ;  other  esculent  vegetables,  1,521  bushels,  $610;  bay,  1,538 
tons;  $17,500 ;  fruit  raised,  13,552  bushels,  $5,000;  butter,  31,124  pounds, 
$5,60^;  cheese,  17,444  pounds,  $1,050.** 

In  1855  the  return  mouuted  up  to  more  striking  figures  in  all  the  branches 
of  manufacturing  and  mechanical  industry.  Then  boots  of  all  kinds  munufac- 
iured  amounted  to  1,042,944  pairs,  and  shoes  of  a|l  kinds  to  5,048  pairs  — 
total  viilue,  $1,787,315.20  ;  employing  male  and  female  hands  to  the  number  of 
3,398.  Several  new  and  profitablis  branches  of  business  were  reported,  but 
further  details  are  omitted.  When  we  reach  1875,  the  statbtics  are  much  more 
elaborate  and  formidable.  Then  the  town  reported  itself  to  have  a  population 
of  9,818,  pursuing  nearly  fifty  occupations,  working  up  stock  in  over  eighty 
establishments  to  the  value  of  $2,353,251.  In  these  eighty  odd  cstablishodeuts 
the  buildings  were  valued  at  $335,000,  the  average  amount  of  stock  constantly 
on  hand  at  $627,935,  and  the  machinery  in  use  at  $211,466.  They  kept  seven* 
teen  steam-engines  in  operation,  with  seven  hundred  and  ninety  horse-poWer, 
and  six  water-wheels,  with  one  hundred  and  sixty«fivo  horse-potvcr.  In  these 
establishments  were  2,618  employes,  receiving  wages  to  the  amount  of  $1,110,- 
'532.  There  were  twenty-one  boot,  and  shoe  establishments  (several  of  them 
large  enough  to  hold  all  those  of  1825),  operating  on  a  capital  of  $710,800, 

..nnfd  turning  out  goods  valued  at  $2,741,935.  It  would  be  tedious  iu  this 
nbstract'to  repeat  many  of  the  specifications  returned  for  this  year.  The  two 
branch  railroads,  Boston  and  Albany  and  Worcester  and  Providence,  kept  open 
communication  with  all  the  great  metropolitan  centres ;  nearly  fifteen  hundred 
boot  and  shoo  makers  plied  their  tools  and  skill,  one  hundred  ahd  forty  mer- 
chants and  shopkeepers  dealt  out  their  various  stores,  one  hui)drcd  and  forty- 
five  farmers  furnished  their  kinds  of  supply  for  man  and  beast,  one  hunclred 
and  seyentj^'-four  machinists  wrought  out  the  products  of  their  ingenuity, 
twenty-six  fouudrymcn  faced  tlieir  furnaces,  eighty  carpenters  lirere  busy  at 
their  callings,  twenty-five  blacksmiths  sweat  at  their  anvils,  ninety-two  dress- 
makers and  twenty-three  milliners  attired  the  fair  sex,  forty-five  painters 
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garnished  tbo  bouses  and  pthcr  articles  in  their  line,  two  commodious^  hotels 
entertained  travelers  and  boaixlers,  eighteen  saloon-keepera  ministered  to  long- 
ing appetites,  six  male  and  fifty-seven  female  teachers  taught  the  public  schools, 
two  national  banks  and  one  savings  bank  watched  over  the  currency,  three 
post*ofBces  received  and  distributed  the  mail,  thirteen  physicians  treated  the 
sick,  six  lawyers  gave  counsel  in  legal  matters,  one  district  judge  and  uuraeroua 
justices  of  the  peace  preserved  public  order,  throe  printing-offices  diffused 
intelligence,  and  ten  clergymen  devoted  themselves  to  the  salvation  of  souls. 
Much  more  might  be  told  of  the  town*s  upward  march  in  municipal  ioiportance, 
but,  so  fur  as  necessary,  it  m^y  bo  better  presented  under  other  heads. 

Xext  the  religious  history,  development  and  status  of  the  town^majr  be  given. 
There  are  seven  regularly  organized  religious  societies,  which  have  church 
edifices  and  maintain  public  worship,  besides  other  peculiarists,  who,  without 
piuch  organization,  hold  occasional  meetings  of  a  religious  nature.  Originally 
there  was  but  one  organized  society,  *^  the  standing  ord^r/'  so  called,  of  Cpn- 
gregationalists.  Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  church  organized 
April  15,  1741.  Its  members  seceded  from  the  First  Church  in  Mondon, 
under  plea  of  having  been  **  aggrieved  "  in  their  former  relations,  and  succeeded 
ID  getting  themselves  recognized  by,  an  ecclesiastical  council  as  the  **  Second 
Church  in  Mendon."  They  chose  John  Jones  and  Josiah  Adams  as  their  ruling 
elders ;  also  Nathaniel  Nelson  and  Abraham  Jones  as  their  deacons.  AU  1he:«e 
were  formally  ordained,  and  public  worship  was  more  or  loss  frequently  held  in 
the  dwellings  of  certain  members.  Presently,  as  has  already  been  told,  tbo 
easterly  precinct  was  incorporated,  a  meeting-house  built,  or  at  least  tho 
exterior  of  one,  and  Rev.  Amariah  Frost  ordained  as  the  first  pastor,  Dec.  21, 
1743.  Meantime  a  full  reconciliation  was  effected  with  the  mother  church,  and 
its  pastor.  Rev.  Joseph  Dorr.  Rev.  Amariah  Frost,  who  appears  to  have  been 
a  learned,  prudent,  Christian  gentleman,  held  the  pastoral  office  until  his  death 
March  14,  1792,  at  the  age  of  72  years,  and  in  the  49th  j^ear  of  his  ministry. 
Immediately  after  the  town  was  incorporated,  the  church  took  the  title,  ^  FJrj*t 
Church  of  Christ  in  Milford,"  which  has  continued  to  the  present  time. 
During  tho  first  ten  or  twelve  years  of  Mr.  Frost's  pastorate,  he  had  consider- 
4kh\c  trouble  in  his  church  from  a  species  of  Comeoutism,  tliat  originated  prob- 
ably  in  Whitefield's  revivalism,  or  tho  influences  that  followed  it.  The 
Comeouters,  headed  by  one  Samuel  Hovey,  who  set  up  as  a  lay  preacher^  were 
quite  numerous  for  a  time,  and  kept  up  a  separate  meeting  in  private  hous^, 
chiefly  in  the  North  Purchase.  But  their  zeal  cooled  off,  and  Mr*  Frost's  pru- 
dence brought  qiost  of  them  back  into  his  fold.  For  many  years  his  moderate 
salary  was  raised  by  rate,  but  afterwards  mostly  by  voluntary  contribution  in 
some  form.  lie  christened  a  large  number  of  children,  added  many  nsemliers 
to  his  church,  solemnized  about  four  hundred  marriages,  and  educated  a  con- 
siderable number  of  young  men  for  college  or  tho  professions.  He  died  while 
bis  meeting-house  was  in  process  of  enlargement  and  thorough  repair. 
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Tho  nine  yeaird  immediately  succeeding  Mr.  Frost's  dcalh  were  inauspicious. 
Bel igious  opinion  became  divided,  sectaries  mnlliplied,  the  town  awkwardly 
performed  its  assumed  parookial  function^^  and  forty  candidates  were  tried 
before  a  new  pastor  could  be  agreed  on  by  ocincurrencc  of  the  church  and 
parish.  At  length  Bev.  David  Long  gave  eatisfiiction,  and  was  ordained 
May  20,  1801.  His  pastorate  continued  forty-three  years,  and  terminated  in 
bis  resignation,  May  15,  1841.  He  was  in  no  respect  inferior  to  his 
predecessor,  and,  in  several  respects,  prolmbly  superior.  In  natural  ability, 
learning,  judgment,  and  all  the  qualities  of  a  successful  clergyman  in  a  rural 
community,  he  commanded  general  reverence  and  confidence.  He  was  strictly 
evangelical  in  faith,  ecclesiasticism  and  pietistical  methods,  and  maintained  his 
position  with  great  fidelity.  But  ho  officiated  in  more  turbulent  times  than 
Mr.  ^ Frost,  and  found  more  difficoltios  to  face.  Division  and  antagonism 
prevfiijed  among  the  people,  and  ho  lived  to  see  new  tastes  spring  up  oven 
within  his  own  fold,  which  hankered  for  more  attractive  pulpit  performances. 
About  the  year  1$19,  a  new  church  edifice  was  proposed,  and  a  very  handsome 
ono  erected.  This  movement  occasioned  a  bitter  controversy  between  tho  town* 
party fr  so  called,  and  tho  parish  party.  Both  parties  claimed  tho  old  meeting- 
house. The  p(irish  •  party  reorganized  itself  so  as  legally  to  inherit  precinct 
rigl)t^,  and  hold  them  by  final  decisiou  of  the  courts.  But  party  feelings, 
party, Ijincs  and  party  rivalry  involved  many  unpleasant  consequences.  It  were 
usel^css  to>  particularize.  The  new  parish  meeting-house  was  completed, 
elegantly  furnished,  dedicated  and  enjoyed,  yet  with  a  heretical  rival  set  up  ' 
the.  next  year  in  its  neighborhood,  which  became  the  cherished  rendezvous  of 
many  antngonistic  minds.  Nevertheless,  the  Congr^ationalist  Church  and 
parish  prospered,. maintained  its  preponderance  of  zeal,  wealth  and  numbers, 
and  to  this  day  rejoices  in  its  strength.  Mr.  Long,  like  his  predecessor,  served 
faithfully  on  a  meagre  salary,  practiced  a  masterly  economy,  laid  no  burdens 
on  his  people,  aqd  when  he  felt  that  a  successor  of  more  brilliant  address  was 
desired,  quietly  resigned,  but  still  continued  ta  serve  tho  town  as  a-  trusted 
schoql  committee-man  till  his  death,  March  13,  1850. 

Bev. -Smith  Bartlett  Goodenow  succeeded  Mr.  Long.     Ho  was  installed  Oct. 
30y  1844,  and  dismissed  Jan.  1,  1846.     lie  was  followed  by  Bev.  Preston 
Popd,  who  was  installed  May  24;  1849.  and  dismissed  Feb.  16,  1852«.    His 
suoceijsor  waa  Rev.  James  Traslv  Woodbury,  who  was  instiilled  July  15,  1852, 
and  died  suddenly  in  bis  pastorate,  Jan.  16,  1861.     Bev.  Alfred  A.  Ellsworth 
waS|  prdaiped  Sept.  4,  1862,  and  dismissed  June' 28,  1865.     Bev^  James  B. ' 
Thornton  was  installed  Nov.  22,  1865,  and  resigned  Jans  2Sj  1868.  •  Bev.  '  . 
Sylvester  C.  Kendall  was.  installed  Aug.  5,  1868,  and  dismissed  June  12,    ^ 
1873.     Bev.  Merrill  Bichaidsou,  D.  D.,  was  installed  June  12,  1873,  antt- 
died  in  his  popular  pastorate,,  Deo.  12,  1877.     The  present  incumbent^  Bev. 
Oliver  S  Dean,  was  installed  Sept.  20,  1877,  and  ministers  to  his  people  with 
commanding  respect*     The  church  edifice  was  removed  westward  its  whole 
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length  in  18G8,  raised  up  so  as  to  afford  space  for  a  suite  of  basemcut  rooms 
in  the  handsomest  modern  style,  much  extended  in  length,  and  tompletely 
renovated,  —  all  at  an  expense  of  over  $25,000.  Its  accommodations,  beauti* 
fications,  fine  organ,  &c.,  arc  eminently  satisfactory  to  the  congregation  and 
public.  It  will  seat  a  large  concourse,  and  has  an  average  Sunday  attendance 
of  seyeral  hundreds.  The  parish  has  been  paying  its  pastors,  siiicci  1868,  an 
annual  salary  varying  from  $2,000  to  $3,500.  The  church  numbers  79  male 
members,  and  210  females;  a  total  of  289.  Its  Sunday  school  numbers 
b^»t\veen  300  and  400,  and  the  library  thereof  over  800  volumes.  Several  sub-  ' 
sidiary  benevolent  societies  are  in  active  co-operation  in  connection  with  the 
parish  and  church.  •    ^ 

The  Uoiversalist  Society  ranks  next  in  age.  Universalism  began  to  be 
preached  in  Milford,  probabl}',  in  1781  or  *82,  by  Rev.  Adam  Streeter.  The 
society  was  organized  with  eleven  members  in  August,.  1785.  It  bore  the  title, 
••The  Independent  Christian  Society,  commonly  called  tJuiversab'st.*'  Dec.  28, 
1787,  it  adopted  the  religious  compact  recommended  by  the  then  recently 
organized  General  Convention  of  Univcrsalrsts  to  all  its  constituent  ^ocietied;  ' 
a  document  too  long  for  insertion  here.  The  society  held  i*egular  Sunday 
meetings  once  a  month  in  the  dwellings  of  its  members  for  many  years.  In 
1791,  the  town  voted  them  the  privilege  of  holding  meetings  in  the  "Town*a 
Meeting-house  on  week  days,  when  not  otherwise  wanted.**  They  continued 
to  hold  meetings,  cither  monthly  or  less  frequently,  down  to  1819.  The 
preachers  who  supplied,  either  regularly  once  a  month  or  occasionally,  from 
1785  to  1819,  were  Revs.  Adam  Streeter,  Zephauiah  Lathe,  Joshua  Flagg, 
Mr.  Bigelow,  Richard  Girrique,  Caleb  Rich,  Johu  Murray,  and  others  whose 
names  are  not  recorded.  In  1819,  when  the  controversy  arose  between  the  . 
town,  and  parish  parties  about  the  ownership  of  the  old  precinct  meeting-house, 
the  Universalist  Society  became  at  once  the  focus  of  new  affiliations,  and  vrns 
the  prominent  heir  of  public  favor  from  the  excited  town  party.  The  result 
was  the  ^^Biick  Church, '^  often  so  designated.  Twelve  proprietors  associated 
themselves  to  erect  that  edifice,  complete  it  for  public  worship,  and  sell  or  rent 
the- pews  to  whoever  might  want  them.  Rivalry  and  ambition  todk  care  to 
make  it  a  fraction  larger  than  the  parish  sanctuary,  to  give  it  a  substantial 
tower  sixty  feet  high  mther  than  a  spire  of  loftier  pretensions,  to  procure  it  a 
bell  five  hundred  weiirht  heavier,  and  to  furnish  it  with  one  of  Holbrookes  best 
village  clocks.  AH  this  was  accomplished,  and  the  house  dedicated  Jan.  10, 
1821,  with  great  rejoicings.  The  Universalists  of  Milford  were  now  a  people 
prepared  to  assume  and  maintain  a  respectable  religious  standing.  Since  1821, 
they  have  had  a  succession  of  some  twenty  pastors;  viz..  Revs.  Thomas  Whit> 
temore,  Jacob  Frieze,  Adln  Ballou,  Elbridge  Trull,  Rufus  S.  Pope,  H.  W*. 
Monse,  Z.  Daker,  William  Bell,  W.  R.  O.  Mellen,  Benjamin  II.  Davis^ 
William  Cpe,  Willard  Spaulding,  Henry  A.  Eaton,  David  H.  Plumb,  James 
B.  Johnson,  George  Hill,  Russell  P.  Ambler,  G.  L*  Demarcst,  Edward  A. 
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Peny,  and  the  present  incumbent,  Boyal  T.  Sawyer.  Thehr  pastorates  have 
been  of  various  length,  from  one  year  to  six,  and  their  salaries  per  annum 
from  $300  to  $1,800.    The  present  one  is  $1,200. 

The  society  hiis  passed  through  several  vicissitudes  of  prosperity  and  adver- 
sity. It  has  been  reorganized  once  or  twice  under  revised  constitutions,  with 
some  little  change  of  title.  Under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Henry  A.  Eaton,  a 
church  of  communicants  was  formed,  and  recognized  with  the  solemnities  insti- 
tuted by  the  oi*der.  This  was  in  1849  or '50.  About  the  same  period,  the 
society  erected  their  present  handsome  church  edifice  on  Pearl  Street,  at  a  cost 
of  over  $9,000.  It  was  dedicated  May  1,  1851.  It  has  about  600  rentablo 
sittings,  a  valuable  organ  that  cost  $1,800,  a  commodious  basement  vestry, 
and  most  other  modern  conveniences.  The  average  Sunday  congregation 
numbers  ^00 ;  the  communicants  of  the  church,  28 ;  the  Sunday  school,  125, 
and  its  library  425  volumes.  The  society  is  at  this  time  ia  a  flourishing  and 
hopeful  state. 

The  Methodists  gained  an  early  foothold  in  Milford.  Their  circuit^riders 
bogm^  to  preach  in  the  North  Purchase  in  1792,  and,  with  their  sterling  zeal, 
SQoa  planteda  society  there.  A  preaching  station  was  presently  established  in 
con^uection  with  a  twin  one  in  (Ilayden  Row)  Hopkinton,  and  regular  ministers 

..were  officiating  (jefore  1801.  There  was  a  devoted  class  in  vigorous  activity 
tl^at  year  under  Rev«  Joseph  SnelHug,  with  Edmund  Bowker  and  Ebenezer 
McFarland  ^s  leaders.  A  meeting-houso  was  built  in  1815,  34  by  30  feet, 
with  12  feet  height  of  posts,  which,  with  occasional  repairs,  continued  till 
burnt  down  by  rowdy  incendiaries  Oct,  23,  18G0.  A  long  succession  of 
piieachers,  mostly  Episcopal,  but  some  of  them  Protestant  Methodists,  minis- 
tered to  the  society  till  it  became  defunct,  some  twenty  years  or  more  ago. 
Those  preqt^hors,  so  far  as  records  and  tradition  now  show,  were :  Revs.  George 
Cannon,  John  Harper,  George  Pickering,  Joseph  Snelling,  Joshua  Soule, 
NehemiMh  Coy,  Elijah  Hedding,  Isaac  Bouncy,  Era^tus  Otis,  Ilczehiah 
Thatcher,  Herman  Perry,  Thomas  W.  Tucker,  O.  Bobbins,  A.  T.  Temple, 
Nathaniel  Spindle,  John  Dale,  Lorenzo,  Johnson,  Thomas  Johnson,  Thomas  F. 
Morris,  William  Tozzer  and  Leonard  Wakefield.     The  society  passed  through 

.mgny  phases  of  fortune  and  polity  until  it  gradually  died  out,  or  was  sqper- 
aedcd  in  1844  {)y  the  present  flourishing  p.ociety  in  the  town  centre. 
.  This  society  commenced  by  holding  prayer,  praise  and  conference  meetings 
vin  private  houses  in  1836.  These  grew. at  length  into  meetings  for  public  wor- 
ship in.tbp  old  town  house..  The  result  of  development  was  a  church  edifieo 
and  :pai*8onage  on  Exchange  Street  by  aid  of  a  liberal  donation  from  their 
wealthy  brother  in  the  faith,  Hon.  Lee  Clafliu,  late  of  Hopkinton.  The  par- 
sonagp, was  wholly  his  gift»  The  sanctuary  was  much  enlarged  and  improved 
IB  1864.  The  society's  i>roperty  is  now  valued  at  $14,000,  entirely  free,  of 
debt.  ;  Its  communicants  number  240 ;  average  Sunday  audiences,  250 ;  Sun- 
day school,  200,  and  library  750  volumes.     It  has  been  served  by  the  follow- 
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log  oamcd  preachers  and  pastora,  none  of  whose  ternas  have  exceeded  three 
years :  Revs.  Henry  E.  Ilcmstcad,  Joseph  Whitman,  C.  W.  Auisworth,  Albert 
A.  Cooke,  Isaac  Smith,  Aaron  D.  Sargeant,  Daniel  Richards,  J.  M.  Bailey, 
tjcorgo  G.  Jones,  Edward  S.  Best,  Joseph  Scott,  William  G.  Leonard,  Loranus 
Crowell,  William  H.  Hatch,  Rodney  H.  Howard,  Porter  M.  Vinton,  and  George 
'  F.  Eaton,  the  present  incumbent.  The  society  seems  to  have  a  bright  and 
assured  future. 

The  Baptists  of  this  town  deserve  respectful  mention.  They  are  less  numer* 
ous  than  the  Methodists,  but  have  a  creditable  standing  among  their  contem* 
porary  religionists.  Their  organization  is  styled  "The  Central  Baptist  Church 
and  Society. **  ^hcir  church  was  organized  Feb.  15,  1853,  and  recognized  by 
an  ecclesiastical  council,  March  10  of  that  year,  having  then  twenty-three* con- 
stituent members.  Its  meetings  for  public  worship  wore  held  at  first  in  the 
Brick  Church,  and  then  in  various  public  halls,  until,  by  persistent  exertions 
and  some  aid  from  benevolent  friends  outside,  they  completed  their  comiho- 
'dious  church-edifice  on  Pine  Street.  This' was  dedicated,  with  appropriate 
solemnities,  July  18,  18()1.  There  have  been  a  few  Baptists  in  town,-and 
oecisional  preaching  of  their  faith  and  order,  mostly  in  private  dwellings-' or  in 
Bchool-houscs,  from  1780  downward;  Indeed,  it  may  be  presumed  that  the 
lino  might  bo  run  back  to  early  pi'eciuct  times,  say  1750.  But  the  denomioaF* 
'tion  gained  no  organized  foothold  here  till  1853.  The  Baptists  here^  as  every- 
where,  are  a  sober,  determined  and  devoted  people,  who,  if  not  fast,  are  sure- 
fooled.  They  have  struggled  hard  under  considerable  difficulties,  and  grown 
slowly,  but  may  reasonably  expect  solid  success.  Their  sanctuary  cost  $7,000» 
and  is  encumbered  by  no  burden  of  debt.  Hiey  have  a  good  orgtiu  of  twenty- 
two  stops,  an  av<;rage  Sunday  audience  of  over  100,  a  resident  membership  of 
113  communicants,  a  Sunday  school  of  117,  and  a  library  of  270  voluoies. 
Their  succession  of  pastors  has  been  as  follows:  Revs.  J.  W.  Bussell,  Levi 
Abbott,  Horace* G.  Hubbard,  E.  Holt,  Joseph  Ricker,  Mr.  Paige,  Mi^.  Carr, 
who  died  in  about  three  months,  and  Julius  B.  Robinson,  whose  pastorate 
closed  May  25,  1879,  to  the  great  regret  of  his  people  and  many  outside 
friends.     Rev.  E.  A.  Woodsun  followed,  installed  Sept.  19,  1879. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  has  a  representative  organization  in  tiria 
town,  known  as  ^Trinity  Parish.''  It  was  organized  in  April,  1864,  and  incor- 
porated by  act  of  (ho  Legislature  in  May  of  that  year.  Its  membership  then 
consisted  of  twenty  persons.  Religious  services  of  this  denomination  were 
first  held  in  Irving  Hall  on  Sunday,  May  17,  18C3,  by  Rev.  Reese  F.  Alsop 
of  St.  John's  Church,  Framingham.  Others  followed,  resulting  iu  the  oi^ganr 
izatiou  of  the  parish  aiid  church.  After  or^nization,  public  worship  was 
*  regiularly  held  in  Washington  Hall,  until  the  consecration  of  a  church  edifice, 
March  21,  1871.  That  edifice.stands  on  Congress  Street,  corner  of  Exchange. 
It  ia  an  ample  structure  iu  the  Gothic  stylo  of  architecture,  with  a  new  tower 
recently  added ;  affords  the  usmd  eonveniences  of  a  public  sanctuary,  and 
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•khibits  the  peculiar  features  everywhere  dear  to  Episcopalian  yencration.  It 
has  also  a  fine  organ  to  lead  its  choral  devotions.  The  entire  cost  of  the  whole 
was  about  $12|000,  paid  by  subscription  of  members  and  outside  donors.  A 
dignified  and  reverent  respectability  characterizes  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  wherever  it  casts  the  shadows  of  its  sanctuaries,  and  it  is  so  here.  Its 
pillars  are  i>crsons  of  weight,  culture  and  taste,  and  their  less  distingui3hed 
associates  are  |)eopIe  of  reputable  moral  worth.  They  have  an  average  Sunday 
andience  of  100  or  more,  about  80  communicants,  a  Sunday  school  of  nearly 
60,  and  a  library  of  300  volumes.  Their  succession  of  rectors,  commencing 
Jan.  1,  1864,  has  been:  Revs.  Henry  Adams,  George  G.  Jones,  E.  B.  Allen, 
Reginald  H.  Howe,  John  M.  Benedict,  William  F.  Lloyd,  and  George  R. 
Wheelock,  recently  resigned.  Permanence  and  prosperity  are  the  probable 
destiny  of  this  socie^. 

St.  Mary*s  Chui*ch  (Roman  Catholic)  is  now  by  fat  the  largest  religious 
organization  in  town^  having  an  average  attendance  on  its  principal  Sunday 
services  outnumbering  that  of  all  the  other  congi*egations  together.  Yet  it  is  of 
comi>arativeIy  i*ecent  date.  Previous  to  1830,  there  were  no  known  Catholics 
in  Milford.  -  There  may  have  been,  first  and  last,  half  a  do^en  Irishmen,  and 
one  or  two  of  Catholic  christening,  but  there  was  no  profession.  After  that 
p^ibd,  here 'and  there,  one  a^^pearcd  as  a  craftsman  or  laboring  jobber,  who 
avowed  his  religion.  -  The  construction  of  the  branch  rallrohd  to  Framingham, 
between  1841  and  1848,  brought  swarms  of  them  into  town,  and  the  great 
Irish*  famine  doubled  their  number.  The  boot  manufacturers  gave  them  muc1i 
employment,  and  they  entered  into  every  kind  of  practicable  business.  Mean- 
time they  were  as  sheep  without  a  shepherd,  and  were  naturally  looked  after 
by  those  whoso  professional  duty  it  was  to  see  that  they  were  hot  lost.  Occa- 
siontdly  a  priest  called  them  together  for  religious  services  in  their  private 
dwellings.  In  1848,  Rev.  John  Boyce  from  Worcester  commenced  the  erec- 
tion of  *a  church  edifice.  About  the  same  time  he  organized  the  church  and 
parish  knowu^  as  St.  Mary's,  and  set  in  motion  the  necessary  parochial  opera- 
tions. The  church  edifice  was  a  wooden  -one  of  no  extraordinary  pretensions, 
but'adaptcd  to  the  then  humble  circumstances  and  wants  of  the  people.  It 
was  erected  in  the  neighborhood  of  *'the  Plains,"  so  called,  on  the  road  to 
Holliston,  north  of  Bear  Hill.  It  was  consecrated  in  due  time,  and  continued 
to  be  occupied  till  Dec.  25,  1870,  when  the  spacious  stone  semi-cathedral  on 
Granite  Sti*ect  was  d(idicated.  Its  first  stone  was  laid  ivith  solemn  prelatical 
ceremonies,  byRt.  Rev.  J.  J.  Williams,  June  1,  1866,  and  it  was  nearly  five 
years  in  building.  It  stands  on  the  corner  of  GranHe  and  Sumner  streets,  and 
is  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  feet  in  length  by  seventy-two  in  width,  besides  . 
the  porches,  the  foundation  of  an  intended  lateral  tower,  which  is  to  be  of 
solid  stone  masonry.  An  extemporized  wooden  tower  near  by  sustains,  for 
the  present,  one  of  the  richest  tcaied  l>ells  in  America.  It  was  cast  in  Ireland, 
a  few  years  since,  and  with  its  hangings  weighs  4,000  pounds.     The  church 
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snpcrsti-uctare  itself  was  built  of  a  whitish  granite  taken  from  a  quarry  in 
Rocky  Woods,  is  in  the  early  English  style  of  architecture,  and  seats  about 
1,400  persons,  without  extras.  During  1878,  the  organ  of  the  "  Old  South 
Church  "  in  Boston  was  purchased  and  translated  to  St.  Mary's  choral  gallery. 
Under  three-fourths  of  the  edi6ce  is  n  commodious  chapel  for  daily  services 
and  mass  for  children  on  Sunday ;  and  it  is  furnished  throughout  with  a  rich 
plentitude  of  symbols,  statuary  and  paintings  —  some  of  the  latter  displaying 
rare  excellence.  Attached  to  this  spacious  sanctuary  are  two  acres  of  land 
occupied  by  priest's  house  and  garden.  The  entire  cost  of  the  promises  iflr- 
stated  to  have  been  over  $100,000.  The  projection,  direction,  execution  and 
consummation  of  this  whole  parochial  establiohmcnt  reflect  great  credit  on  Rev. 
Father  Cuddihy,  whose  long  pastorate  of  this  parish  has  been  replete  with  ener- 
getic actFevement  for  its  welfare  and  prosperit3%  He  took  charge  of  St.  Mary'd 
in  1857,  which  at  that  time  included  not  only  the  Catholics  of  this  town,  but 
of  a  large  surrounding  region  now  supplied  by  several  independent  pastors. 
He  has  still  3,500  souls  under  his  care,  requiring  200  baptisms  a  year,  and 
affording  an  average  of  1,000  attendants  on  high  mass,  every  week,  and  a  Sun- 
day school  of  about  800.  He  has  alwaj^s  had  one  or  more  sub-pastors  to  assist . 
him  in  his  Arduous  duties.  His  predecessors,  of  longer  or  shorter  official  ser-' 
vice,  were  Rev.  Fathers  James  Fitton  (now  of  East  Boston,  6rst  here),  John 
Boyce,  George  A.  Hamilton,  jMichacl  Carrahal  and  Edward  Farrelly,  who  died 
in  his  pastorate  here  Aug.  13,  1857. 

The  Catholics  of  Milford  have  had  a  remarkable  growth  in  numbers,  indc^ 
trial  enterprise,  aggregate  wealth,  intelligence,  social  standing  and  political 
weight.  They  have  also  made  creditable  moral  improvement.  Notwithstand* 
faig  some  defects  and  delinquencies,  which  good  Catholics  deplore  and  are  striv- 
ing to  correct,  the  general  body  exhibits  a  fair  average  of  civil  and  moral  worth* 
Protestant  civilians  and  moralists,  whoso  educational  prejudices  inclined  them 
to  anticipate  serious  evils  from  their  influx,  confess  themselves,  on  the  whole, 
happily  disappointed.  As  a  religious  society  their  prospects  are  eminently 
auspicious.  Natural  increase,  growing  intelligence,  gi*adual  accumulation  of 
property,  reformation  of  unfortunate  habits,  devotion  to  their  church,  i^nd 
above  all,  the  oversight  of  an  ecclesiasticism  the  most  potent  and  efficient  in 
Christendom,  all  concur  to  insure  them  a  commanding  future  among  us. 

The  seventh  religious  society  in  town  was  orgauized  Oct.  27,  18G7.  It  is 
an  independent  Congregational  parish,  though  associated  by  membei*ship  and 
religious  fellowship  with  **The  Worcester  Conference  of  Congregational  (Uni- 
tarian) and  other  Christian  Societies.**  At  formation  it  designated  itself  ^a 
Liberal  Christian  SociQty,  to  be  called  The  Ilopcdale  Parish."  It  made  no 
declaration  of  faith  or  principles,  other  than  might  be  inferred  from  the  pre- 
amble and  articles  of  its  constitution.  Nor  has  it  over  had  any  church  organ- 
ization distinct  from  that  of  the  parish.  Its  origin  and  circumstances  rendered 
its  constituency  aomewbat  peculiar.    It  became  the  successor,  heir  and  assign 
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of  **Tb6  Hopedale  GDmmunity."  That  community  was  formed  in  1841,  located 
at  Hopedale  in  184S,  vigorously  prosecuted  as  a  joint-stock  and  a  united  indus- 
trial associiitiori  till  ISSG,  and  then  continued  as  a  practical  Cbri:<tian  religious 
society,  with  certain  guaranties,  till  18G7.  It  was  projected,  and  sustained 
till  1850,  as  an  attempted  exemplification  of  all  the  cardinal  principles  of  prac- 
tical Christianity,  both  individually  and  socially.  It  has  an  important  history 
of  its  own,  but  too  long  for  this  sketch.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that,  though  one 
of  the  noblest  of  undertakings,  it  locked  some  indispensable  conditions  of  per- 
manent success,  and  its  members  had  not  the  requisite  wisdom «  goodness  and 
perseverance  to  master  adverse  influences.  They  therefore  fell  back  into  the 
prevailing  order  of  society.  A  part  of  them  naturally  dispersed  in  the  course 
of  a  few,  years,  new  comers. took  their  places,  business  prospered  under  the 
skilful  management  of  the  firms  and  corporations  which  succeeded  the  commu- 
nity, and  its  remaining  members  were  blended  with  a  complex  population. 
The  result  was,  **The  Hopedale  Parish,'*  which  inherited,  by  subsequent  ami- 
cable arrangements,  a  nice  little  church  edifice  and  grounds  worth  some  $8,000, 
the  Sunday  school,  its  library  of  five  hundred  volumes,  and  a  fund  to  snpport 
skid  libraryi  of  $800.  Also  the  community  cemetery  and  other  residuary 
leavings  of  less  importance.  The  new  ^mrish  called  the  senior  pastor  of  the 
community,  who  had  resided  in  lloi^edale  since  1842,  to  be  their  pastor,  and 
he  has  continued  in  that  office  to  the  present  lime,  on  an  annual  salary  of  $800. 
It  will  bo  understood  that  he  is  the  writer  of  this  paper.  The  parish  is  small, 
never  having  over  one  hundred  and  twenty  voting  members.  The  average 
attendance  on  public  worship  cannot  bo  rated  at  over  one  hundred;  though  it 
would  be  somewhat  larger  if  it  included  the  Sunday  school.  But  the  latter, 
which  ranges  from  sixty  to  seventy-five  attendants,  has  separate  forenoon  exer- 
cises. Odd  is  but  slightly  represented  in  the  regular  afternoon  congregation^ 
There  are  pleasant  privileges  and  associations  connected  with  the  parish, 'small 
asat  is.  Hopedale  itself,  as  a  village,  is  a  beautiful  and  cheerfiil  one  —  steadily 
growing  and  prosperous.  Several  of  its  families  attend  public  worship  in  the 
various  sanctuaries  of  the  town  centre.  Otbei*s  quietly  dispense  with  regular 
public  ministrations  and  worship  as  unedifying  to  them.  But  ehurch-goers  or 
not,  n  general  good  order  and  kindly  feeling  prevails  among  the  Hopedale  pop- 
ulation. ' 

There  is  a  considerable  number  of  modern  Spiritualists  in  town,  who  hare 
held  many  public  meetings  as  well  as  social  seances,  durii>g  the  past  twenty- 
five  years;  but  have  sustained  no  permanent  organization;  A  Unitarian 
Society  in  the  centre  existed  for  a  time,  held  public  worship  and  had  a  minister, - 
but  disbdnded  after  a  year  or  twoof  experiment.  There  was  also,  at  one  time, 
a  society  calling  themselves  "Friends  of  Progress/'  which  had  only  a  brief 
exi-itence.  Probably  there  are  a  few  peculiurists  difficult  to  describe,  and  not 
a  few  Sceptics,  iudifibrentists,  and  uucburched  outsiders  of  various  characteris-' 
tics.     It  may,  however,  be  truthfully  said  that  Milford-bas  never  had  a  propor- 
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tionately  large  criminal  class ;  that  it  has  never  developed  much  of  superstition 
or  fanaticism  among  its  population;  and  that,  though  it  has  a  fair  quota  of 
minds  inflexibly  settled  in  their  religious  or  non-religious  convictions,  there  are 
few  municipalities  in  the  world  whoso  inhabitants  arc  more  kindly  tolerant  of 
each  other's  differences. 


CHAPTER  n. 

HILrTABT  AND  PATRIOTIC  TIECX)RD  —  IlEVOLUTIOX  —  INSURRECTIOXS  —  MILrrAKT 
ORGANIZATIONS  —  EDUCATION  AND  tlTERARY  STANDING  —  MAINTENANOB  OF 
THE  POOR  —  SANITARY  EFFORTS  —  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  —  ROADS  AND  WAYS  — 
PARKS  AND  COMMONS  —  CEMETERIES. 

• 

In  respect  to  patriotism,  warlike  sacrifice  and  martial  gallantry,  this  town 
has  always  sustained  an  eminent  reputation.  It  has  bred  no  cowards  or 
traitors.  And  even  the  number  on  its  soil,  who,  from  religious  scruples,  stood 
aloof  from  military  organizations  has  always  been  small.  Inits  early  precinct' 
days  it  is  said  to  have  been  well  represented  by  o£Scers  and  soldiers  in  the 
French  and  Indian  war  of  1744  to  '48.  In  the  great  French  war  of  1755  to 
'G3,  which  resulted  in  annexing  the  Canadas,  &c.,  to  the  British  Empire,  the- 
muster-rolls  and  provincial  records,  although  defective,  bear  testimony  that 
this,  as  well  as  every  part  of  Mendon,  contributed  liberally  of  men,  Mjood  and 
treasure  to  the  triumph  achieved.  When  the  Revolutionary  war  opened,  no 
portion  of  Mendon  exhibited  more  stanch  patriotism,  zeal  and  devotion  tbati 
the  citizens  east  of  Neck  Hill, — soon  to  bo  set  off  as  Milford.  Of  the  four 
companies  sent  by  the  parent  town  to  the  early  seat  of  hostilities,  two  were 
largely  manned  and  oflScered  from  the  easterly  precinct ;  one  of  these,  if  not 
both,  flew  with  gallant  alacrity  to  the  near  neighborhood  of  Boston,  the  mo- 
ment the  battle  of  Lexington  sent  forth  Its  alarm.  This  sketch  cannot  admit 
the  detail  of  names,  or  even  of  collective  movements,  which  belong  to  the 
local  history  of  that  period.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  through  every  stage  of  that 
war,  before  and  after  Milford  became  a  town,  its  record  is  replete  with  deeds 
of  heroic  patriotism  and  self-saciiticing  devotion  to  the  groat  cause  of  American 
Independence.  Among  its  native-born  officers  and  soldiers^  the  noblest  was 
Alexander  Scammcll.  lie  was  distinguished  for  all  the  personal,  social  and 
military  qualities  which  rendered  him  a  favorite  in  Washington's  family,  and 
made  him  an  adjutant-general  of  the  United  States  armies.  He  was  born  in 
1744,  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1769,  fought  and  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Saratoga  in  1777,  made  adjutant-general  in  1780,  was  field  t>fficer 
at  the  siege  of  Yorktown,  Sept.  30,  1780,  when  he  was  surprised  and  captured 
by. a  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  who  basely  wounded  him  after  surrender.  ' 
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lie  died  of  his  woands,  at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  Oct.  6,  1781,  deeply  lamented 
by  bis  counlrj^mcn  and  friends  as  a  pre-eminent  hero-martyr. 

In  the  distressing  finaneial  times  which  immediate!}^  followed  the  establish- 
ment of  national  independence,  and  which  bred  the  Shnys  iiisurrection,  Mil- 
ford  sympathized  deeply  with  the  suffering  classes,  but  gave  no  countenance  to 
the  insurrectionists,  and  stood  ready  to  aid  in  crushing  the  ahned  malcontents ; 
yet,  when  tboy  disbanded,  it  earnestly  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  give 
them  amnesty.  Thus  its  people  ac*ed  the  part  of  loyal  pacificators/  When 
the  alarm  occasioned  by  the  whiskey^insdrrection  of  1794  in  Pennsylvania 
came,  and  the  <me  occasioned  by  the  turc'htencd  war  with  France  in  1798,  the 
town  promptly  prepared  tb  lUiswer  the  requisitions  ofj^govcrnnieirt,  by  pi*oviding 
all  the  necessaries;  and  h9!ming  their,  pbutlirgent  of  men  Asfidy"  |[at  4ho  records 
phrase  it]^lJo  march  ff|:a  minutoJ^  warning.'*  A  rigorous  trairf*-lAnd  was  liber- 
ally fostered,  as  bai  ifecn  done  /jpm  early  precinct  times.  In  1803,  the  enter- 
prising yo'ungiftej^jcrf^o' period  organized  ^  ^artUle^i^  cftnpahy;' which  had  a 
long  run  of  popularitJnBxtending^thrfftigh  forty-.tbfe  It  liad  two  brass 

field-pieces,  with  generally  full  ranks  in  nice  uniform,  and  was  commauded 
nearly  always  by  .the  most- gallant  officers  "  to  the  manner  born."  It  only  had  a 
single  opportunity  to  go  Into  camp  service,  which  was  in  1814,  near  the  close 
of  the  sccfHid  war  with  England,  and  then  for  only  about  sixty  days.  The 
State  government  feared  a  British  assault  on  Boston  from  formidable  fleets 
hovering  along  the  coast.  But  the  danger  was  soon  over,  and  the  company 
honorably  discharged.  This  company  gave  initiatory  training  to  one  brigadier- 
general,  two  colonels,  eight tDajors,^i>urtdtivcaptains,  no  further  promoted,  and 
a  proportionate  number  of  lower  officers.  Ptphably  most  of  its  majors  would 
have  risen  higher  had  not  the  company  fut  the  most  part,  been  attached  to  an 
artillery  battalion  distinct  from  the  ordinary  militia.  ^, 

A  fine  company  of  light  infantry,  called''* The  Lafaj^etto  Guards,**  was 
organized  in  1826,  and  sustained  a  good  reputation  till  184(5, — twenty  years, — 
when  it  was  disbanded.  It  iSi*s>red  tvfl^licutenant- colonels,  eight  capto^ins,  no 
further  profhbtfed,  i^nd  a  proportignato.^  nobler,  jof  suborduiato  officers.  The 
ordinary  i^ifantry^  comp?\oy,  which  fMan  jyiXh  the  militia  or^aniiatiocf"  imtnftdi- 
ately  succeeding  the  ReVolutionai»y  war  alid  cjontinucd  till  1840,  w^ibn  super- 
sedcd  by;,thp  '^.Volunteer  Militia,**  produced  seven  colonels  jind  lieutenant- 
colonels,  one  mnjor,  twelve  taptaj^s,  ilofurthclr  litt)|pot5d,.',4^c^^  ,'Jn  ^10,  nine 
Revolutionary  pensToners  still  survived  in  town.  The  enrolled  militia,  liable 
to  bo  mustered  only  in  extraordinary  emergencies,  rose  from  one  hundred  and 
foiiy-five  in  1840,  to  nearly  fourteen  hundred  in  1875.  A  smart  volunteer 
company,  designated  as  '^Co.  A,**  was  organized  in  1853,  which  had  a  popular 
run  till  the  war  of  Rebellion,  when  a  considerable  part  of  it  became  incor- 
porated with  a  New  York  regiment,  called  **Tho  Mozart,"  and  went  into 
United  States  service.  It  had  a  succession  of  five  captains,  one  of  whom 
became  a  lieutenant-colonel. 
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Milford  claims  an  honoral>1e  record,  for  contributions  of  men«  life,  blood, 
treasure,  and  various  useful  services  in  the  great  war  of  Rebellion.  She  fur- 
nished, directly  and  indirectly,  1,205  men  for  the  battle-fields  of  the  Union, — 
a  surplus  of  195  over  all  regular  requisitions.  Of  these  fifty  were  killed  in  battle, 
seventy-six  died  of  wounds  and  disease,  and  180  were  sadly  disalded,  sevenil 
of  whom  have  since  died  in  consequence.  The  soldiers  were  led  by  fortj'-eight 
officers  of  the  grade  of  lieutenants  and  captains,  including  four  surgeons. 
Several  of  these  fell  in  battle  or  died  in  camp.  Those  who  survived  won  more 
or  less  promotion.  One  who  I'v'ft  homo  a  captain  returned  a  major,  and  one 
who  left  a  second  lieutenant  returno<l  a  brevet  bri<radier-general.  The  town 
also  insists  on  fair  credit  f  >r  having  4)red  and  educated  A.  B.  Uuderwood 
(though  sent  from  another  locality),  who  left  a  captain,  and  returned  a  crippled 
hero,  breveted  a  major-general,  richly  merited  by  deeds  of  valor  and  painful 
endurance.  The  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  expended  on  account  of 
the  war,  exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  $G2,G00,  to  which  should  be  added 
$14,832,  contributed  by  private  subscription ;  total,  $77,432.  The  amount 
paid  by  the  town  during  the  war,  for  State  aid,  and  which  was  refunded,  was 
$96,135.G2.  Meantime  the  ladies  of  the  town  devotedly  served  the  cause  by 
assiduously  providing  sanitary  stores,  among  which  were  240  sheets,  77  pairs 
slippers,  222  pairs  drawers,  885  bandage  rolls,  448  shirts,  227  pairs  wo4«leu 
hose,  595  towels,  189  woolen  undershirts,  447  handkerchiefs,  24  ^^ boxes  of 
delicacies,"  225  napkins,  G5  pillows  for  wounded  limbs,  £c.,  &c.  And  while 
their  seniors  were  encountering  the  perils  of  actual  war,  their  juniors  at  honao 
f%irmed  and  drilled  a  company  of  lads,  numbering  from  sixty  to  seventy-five, 
between  the  ages  of  fourteen  and  eighteen  years.  It  was  well  officered,  hand- 
somely uniformed,  armed  with  light  guns,  and  i)erformed  much  escort  duty  on 
various  public  occasions,  in  this  and  the  neigbboruig  towns  during  the  war. 
They  were  known  as  **The  Milford  Cadets.'' 

Since  the  war  the  town  has  had  two  regular  volunteer  companies;  viz., 
••The  May  hew  Guards,"  designated  as  "  Co.  F,  10th  Regt.-Mass.  Vol.  Militia;" 
and,  more  recently,  "Co.  M,  6th  Begt.  Mass.  Vol.  Militia," — both  sprightly 
and  creditable  companies.  ^  The  Mayhew  Guards  "  bad  a  succession  of  five 
captains,  one  of  whom  became  lieuteuaut-colonel  of  the  regiment.  The  new 
company  is  taking  an  auspicious  start  and  promises  well. 

**The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic"  has  a  constituent  Post  here,  designated 
as  **  Mujor  E.  F.  Fletcher  Post  22."  It  was  organized  in  October,  1867,  has 
a  goodly  membership,  is  efficiently  conducted,  commemorates  faithfully  the 
heroic  services  of  its  fellow-soldiers ;  decorates  annually  the  graves  of  its  fallen 
comrades,  receives  pecuniary  encouragement  from  the  town  treasury,  and  is 
held  in  universal  respect  by  the  citizens. 

In  education  and  literary  accomplishments  Milfoffd  never  made  very  high 
pretensions,  yet  is  by  no  means  ^  least  among  the  thousands  "  of  our  New  Eng* 
kind  Israel.    At  its  incorporation  in  1780,  it  bad  not  a  siugle  school-bouae, 
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•nd  mother  &Icndon  hdraclf  hut  two  on  her  whole  demain.  There  were 
uomiDally  foar  echool  districts,  identical  with  those  for  highway  work. 
Schools,  such  tts  tboy  were^  few,  l>rief  and  poor,  were*  kept  in  the  L*s  of  dwell* 
ing-houses,  imiKsifect  out-buildings,  and  other  extemporized  quarters.  In  the 
course  of  ten  years  the  first  generation  of  school-houses,  to  the  number  of  six, 
were  set  up ;  probably,  all  but  one  or  two,  made  out  of  old  shops  reconstmeted. 
They  Were  of  very  inferior  size  and  cheerless  accommodations.  Under  what 
ft>rm  of  social  co-operation  they  were  erected,  neither  record  nor  present  tradi- 
tion tells.  After  1795,  they  begun  to  be  replaced  by  another  generation  of 
structures,  erected  according  to  a  prescribed  legal  process  and  paid  for  by 

'  regular  taxation.  These  were  of  an  improved  type,  yet  little  akin  to  those  of 
our  times.  The  school  districts  passed  through  a  long  series  of  changes  in 
number  and  boundaries  until  there  were  twelve.  These  were  reduced  to  less 
than  half  a  dozen;  and  finally  entirely  aboIi:shed  in  1854.  This  radical  change 
was  preceded  by  the  establishment  of  a  high  school  which  was  opened  in  1850, 
with  cheering  auspices,  and  has  ever  since  l>een  sustained  to  great  general 

*  satisfaction.     Tbe  site,  edifice  and  furnishings  cost  $6,795.     The  district  scbool- 

'  bouses,  when  pcissed  over  to  the  town,  were  appraised  to  the  amount  of  $6,591. 
So,  in  1854,  ibc  town  had  invested  in  school-houses  $13,386.  Improvements 
•were  thenceforth  made  in  these  school-houses  and  new  ones  built,  till  now 
there  are  some  twenty  in  all,  besides  town-house  rooms  made  use  of  for  school 
purposes.  Those  accommodate  over  forty  schools.  .  There  are  several  large, 
handsome  and  commodious  edifices  in  the  list,  but  none  exhibiting  a  vain  dis- 
play.    Their  present  total  appraistil  stands  at  $t)7, 000. 

'  School  monej's  have  been  derived  chiefly  from  the  following  named  sources. 
When  the  town  was  set  off  from  Meudon  it  inherited  one-third  of  a  smalt  school 
fund  —  the  amount  not  ascertained,  but  of  little  account.  Taxation  has  always 
been  the  main  dependence.  In  1780  tbe  town  raised  $3,333,  but  it  was  Con- 
tinental money  —  poor  trash.  In  1781  the  appropriation  was  $66.67  in  silver. 
Ten  years  later  the  sum  was  $133.33.  In  1805  it  was  $300;  in  1825,  $500; 
iu' 1845,  $1,200;  in  1855,  $4,500;  in  1865,  $10,000;  in  1875,  $18,000. 
Meantime  the  number  of  scholars  increased  from  an  unrecorded  small  handful 
to  over  2,000.  After  tlie  legis^lature  established  the  State  School  Fuiid  in 
1834,  this  town  drew  its  annual  share  of  dividends,  which  at  one  time  ran  up. to 
over  $500.  Small  incidentals  somctrmes  came  in  from  other  sources.;  In  early 
times  the  winter  schools  were  taught  only  by  males,  and  the  summer  ones  'by 
females.  Latterly,  female  teachers  are  largely  in  the  majority  in  winter  as 
well  as  summer,  and  greatly  to  the  i>nblic  advantage.  Wages,  board,  ftiel, 
&c.,  were  formerly  low  in  comparison  with  present  prices.  The  old  distribu- 
tion of  school  money  was  per  district,  and  unjustly  arbitrary ;  the  later  more 
i^quitable,  partly  per  district  and  partly  ])er  scholar ;  but  it  is  now  accommo- 

'.dated  still  more  equitably  to  local  wants,  as  practicably  as  the  nature  of  the 
case  admits.  ; 
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As  to  the  ovcrei^bt  of  the  schools  mid  gcDcral  management,  it  was  at  6cst 
rather  casual,  irregular  an4  irresponsible.  The  town  records,  mention  no. 
general  school  committee  as  chosen,  till  March  meeting,  1795^*  Probahly  a 
few  parents,  tlie  prudential  committco  and  the  clergyman  took  what  little  oyer-' 
sight  the  schools  got  down  to  that  date.  Afterwards  a  general  committee  was 
annually  chosen,  with  perhaps  two  or  three  omissions,  to  act  without  pay  in. 
Tconjunctiol)  with  the  prudential  committee  of  each  school  district.  At  leiij^tb 
new  laws  enlarged  their  powers,  and  gave  thcra  moderate  compensation.  Since 
1854,  when  the  districts  as  corporations  were  aboVuhed,  the  town^s  committee 
bavo  constantly  risen  in  authority  and  importance,  till  they  almost  equal  tho 
selectmen  in  official  control.  Becently  the  town  has  sanctioned  their  recom- 
mendation for  the  appointment  of  a  superintendent  of  schools,  on  a  salary  of 
$1,500  i>er  annum.  IIo  has  taken  in  hand  most  <  f  the  committee's  executive 
duties,  and  the  experiment  has  proved  eminently  successful.  Since  1795  tbo 
town  has  been  served  by  over  one  hinidrcd  and  seven  general  school-committee 
individuals,  for  longer  or  shorter  termsv  and  several  of  them  for  many  succett- 
sivo  years.  Samuel  Jones,  Esq.,  served  ten  years ;  Pcarley  Hunt,  Esq.,  nine- 
teen yeara;.  Samuel  Dauiell,  seventeen  years;  Dr.  Gustavns  D.  Peck^  eleven 
j-ears ;  Isaac  Davenport,  Esq  ,  iSfteen  years ;  Rev.  David  Long,  twenty-three 
years,  besides  much  previous  clerical  service;  Leander  Ilolbrook,  Esq., 
seventeen  years;  George  G.  Parker,  Esq.,  fourteen  years;  Herman « II. 
Bowers,  sixteen  j'cars;  and  Charles  J.  Thompson  twelve  years,  being  still  in 
service.  The  present  status  of  the  public  schools  is  prosperous  and  satisfactory. 
The  town  has  a  valuable  library,  established  in  1858,  under  judicious  regula- 
tions, which  supplies  admirably  a  great  literary  want.  It  contains  5,447 
volumes,  delivered  out  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  8,  1879,  36, GOG  l>ooks,  and 
stands  among  the  town's  assets  as  valued  at  $5,003. 

It  should  be  added  to  the  foregoing  that  Milford  has  always  been  expending 
considerable  sums  of  money  in  tho  way  of  educating  her  sons  and  daughters 
out  of  town,  in  colleges,  academies  and  private  seminaries.  The  numl)er  of 
regular  college  graduates,  commencing  in  the  days  of  the  Easterly  Precinct,  is 
not  large,  numbering,  perhaps,  about  thirty  ;  but  the  number  of  uudergraduatcs 
and  partially  liberally  educated  persons  would  make  up  a  much  larger  list. 
Then,  there  have  been  numerous  private  schools  in  town  from  its  incor^^oration 
to  the  present  time.  These  have  ranged  in  grade  all  the  way-  up  from 
primaries  to  academic  and  select  seminaries  capable  of  fitting  students^  fir 
college  and  tho  less  exacting  professions^  At  the  present  moi^ent  several 
excellent  private  schools  arc  in  successful  operation,  as  they  have  been  for 
years.  One  of  these  is  a  flourishing  kiiKlergarten,  and  tho  others  are  well- 
sustained  schools  of  higher  grade,  taught  by  competent  and  accomplished 
fcuialc  teachers.  All  these  are  mentioned  justly,  as  showing  the  general 
interest  in  education  among  tho  peoplo  outside  of  valiiablo  schools  sustained  by 
public  appropriations. 
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The  town  has  made  a  fiiir  record,  too,  in  respect  to  the  nuiintenance  of  its 
poor,  its  provision  for  the  public  health  and  its  protection  against  fire.  In  its 
younger  days  it  shared  the  dread  of  pauperism  which  seemed  general  in  all 
New  England  municipalities.  It  warned  out  all  persons  liable  to  become 
chargeable  for  maintenance  to  the  extreme  of  legality.  It  stood  out  at  law 
against  maintaining  paupers  belonging  to  other  towns,  and  triumphed  in  some 
memorable  cases^  And  in  supporting  its  own  poor  it  pursued  the  parsi- 
monious policy  of  its  neighbors  for  awhile,  rend ueing  them  to  those  who  would 
keep  sour  and  body  together  at  the  lowest  price.  To  its  credit,  howeyer,  it 
was  ainon^  the  first  in  its  neighborhood  to  vote  do^n  that  abominable  custom. 
It  ^d  this  in  1806,  urged  by  Col.  Ariel  Bragg,  who  in  early  youth  had  tasted 
the  bitter  cup,  and  who  was  able  to  muster  a  sufficient  following  of  sympa- 
thizers to  make  up  a  majority.  But  it  did  not  rid  itself  of  all  concomitant 
abuses  in  pauper  management  till  1825.  Then,  by  a  strong  Toto,  it  decided 
to  purchase  a  farm  and  open  a  well-regulated  asylum  for  its  poor.  That 
experiment  worked  well,  and  after  a  few  years  of  managemental  experience  the 
poor  were  not  only  economically'  provided  for,  but  haTc  had  a  comfortable 
home.  The  farm  now  consists  of  aboiit  one  hundred  ahd'  thirty  acres,  has  an 
ample  mnnsibn-house,  built  in  1849  at  a  cost  of  $3,562.34,  and  has  the  requisite 
bams,  outbuildings  and  other  conveniences,  all  in  good  order,  which  aire  set 
down  among  the  town's  assets  as  valued  at  $4,000.  For  the  year  ending  Feb. 
11,  18Y9,  the  town  expended  on  account  of  its  poor,  in  and  oUt  of  the  asylum, 
$11,539.23,  and  $300  more  in  repairs  on  the  farm  buildings.  The  ayerago 
number  of  \h)ov  in  the  asylum  in  any  year  has  never  exceeded  thirty-nine,  and 
in  1860  was  only  fourteen.  In  1878  it  was  reported  to  be  thirty-six.  The 
immediate  management  of  the  farm  and  asylum  has  been  confided  to  a  superin- 
tendent and  matron,  who,  with  few  exceptions,  have  been  husband  and  wife* 
Of  these  there  have  been,  thus  far,  twenty-one  pairs.  Must  of  these  have  l)ce'n 
humane,  judicious  and  exemplary  persons.  The  present  incumbents,  who 
have  been  in  position  since  April*,  1869,— ^Sumner  Harrington  and  wife, — are 
pfe-emiuentl}' such ;  very  kind-hearted,  patient  and  discreet  in  their  difficult 
office.  The  town  had  no  officers  distinctively  styled  Overseers  of  the  Poor  till 
1826.'  Since*  then  sixty  individuals  have  served  in  that  office  one  or  more 
terms  of  a  year,  iand  several  of  them  many  years  each.  Amasa  Leiand  Served  ■ 
six  years,  Chester  Clark  six,  Leonard  Chapin  nine,  Henry  Chapin  six,  Richard 
Carroll  six,  John  Madden  nine,  Benjamin  II.  Montague  eight,  and  Elias 
Whitney,  who  seems  to  be  a  fixed  favorite,  is  still  in  the  harness  for  the 
twentietli  year.  .       * 

The  town  has  been  carefully  endeavoring  to  maintain  Wholesome  sanitary 
reflations.     Its  Board  of  Health  was  histituted  in  1859,  and  has  been  in 
successful  operation  ever  since.     It  has  issued,  from  year  to  year^  in  print,  its' 
methods  and  directions  for  the  prevention  of  disease,  the  removal  of  causes  ^ 
dangerous  to  public  health,  and  all  heccssaiy  helps  to  geheral  cleanliness:     It 
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baa  had,  for  the  most  part,  competent  and  efficient  officiaU,  who  have  annually 
reported  to  the  town  the  results  pf  their  administration,  and  made  such  recom- 
roeudatious  fur  future  action  as  seemed  to  them  necessary.  For  several  recent 
years  the  town  has  made  the  sclectmeu  its  Board  of  Ileallh. 

In. respect  to  provisions  for  the  prevention  and  extinguishment  of  fires,  the^ 
town,  after  getting  fairly  inducted   into  the   business,   has   been   wise  and 
geoeroiis.      Pi^evious  to  1831  the  inhabitants  had  no  fire-engine  or  'special' 
apparatus  to  meet  the  outbreak.of  this  dangerous  destroyer.    Then  a  small  tub- 
engine  was  procured  by  subscription,  and  manned  by  voluntary  assistance. 
Thereafter  followed  in  rapid  succession  the  procurement  of  better  and  better  "^ 
cn<i:ines.     Then  the  town  bi^^an^to  vote  moderate  encouraorcments  in  the  form 
of  appropriations,  and  to  elect  fire-wards,  so  called.     A  second  engine  and/ 
company  soon  took  the  field.     Engine-houses  were   built.      Then  followed, 
other  companies,  with  various  kinds  of  helpful  apparatus.     Then  came,  at 
length,  in  1854,  the  organization  of  a  proper  fire  departnient  under  a  special 
act  of  the  legislature^  with  all  needful  rules,  regulations  and  official  machinery. 
The  results  have  been  very  salutary  and  satisfactory.     Step  by  step  this  fire 
department  has  attained  its  present  strength  and  efficiency.     It  is  now  ready  * 
to  face  the  fiery  enemy  at  a  moments  warning  with  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
aevcn  men,  five  engines  (two  of  them  powerful  steamers),  a  fine  hook-and*, 
ladder  company,  a  ^  Wide-Awake  "  hose  company,  with  5,950  feet  of  hose,  a 
fire-extinguisher  company,  seventeen  good  reservoirs,  well  distributed  about 
town,  and  various  other  appliances  to  ensure  victory.     The  cost  of  all  thea^ 
organized  anti-fire  forces  may  be  tolerably  understood  by  the  annual  appropria- 
tions made  in  their  behalf.     It  will  be  sufficient  to  specify  those  of  1857^  1867 
and  1879.     In  the  first-named  year  the  appropriation  was  $3,222.03;  in  18G7 
it  was  $6,172.07  ;  in  1879  it  was  $6,065.96.     Perhaps,  however,  these  figures 
somewhat  exceed  the  annual  average.     Since  its  organization  the  department, 
has  been  commanded  by  forty-eight  chief  engineers  for  longer  or  shorter, 
aeries  of  years.     Several  of  these  have  served  eight  and  ten  years  each,  and 
one,  Albert  C.  Withington,  has  served  eighteen  years.     The  institution  is  a 
costly  one,  but  the  duties  of  the  firemen  are  arduous,  perilous  and  responsiblo^ 
and  the  citizens  generally  feel  that  they  are  none  too  well  compensated  ao^ 
provided  for  out  of  the  public  treasury.     The  department  is  appreciated  and 
respected.     Its  well-directed  energies  have  quelled  several  dangerous  confla- 
grations, and  .prevented,  by  pro|npt  action  in  their  incipient  stages,  a  multitodo 
of  others. 

In  the  matter  of  roads,  streets,  commons,  cemeteries,  &e.,  the  town  can 
give  a  good  account  of  herself.  She  inherited  from  mother  Mendon;  in  1740, 
about  fifty  legally-laid  roads,  bridle-paths. and  wa3's  of  various  title.  But  they 
were  nearly  all  narrow,  crooked^  ill-graded  and  uncouth  tracks.  Her  rood 
material  was  generally  of  inferior  quality,  and  the  bottom  rough.  It  has, 
therefore,  been  rather . costly  to  repair,  build  anew,  widen,  straighten  and 
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imptoye  tho  bigbways.  But  the  process  of  so  doing  has  been  pushed  forward 
yigoroosly  all  tbroiigli  the  now  closing  century  of  the  towu*s  corporate  exist- 
ence. Such  old  ways  as  could  be  dispensed  with  have,  of  course,  been  discon- 
tinued, but  this  could  seldom  be  done  without  first  opening  new  linira. 
Continual  petitions  came  in  year  after  year  from  citizens  needing  better 
accommodations,  and  far  more  costly  requirements  came  in  from  tho  county 
authorities  which  could  not  be  resisted  or  much  delayed.  Tho  thoroughfares 
through  town,  from  Mendon  to  Ilolliston,  from  its  centre  through  North 
Purchase  to  Ilopkintou  by' two  routes,  to  XJptou  in  a  north-westerly  direction, 
towards  Bclltugham  and  Bhode  Island  through  South  Milford,  and  towards 
Med  way  in  an  easterly  direction,  were  formidable  undertakings  in  therr  day, 
but  they  were  necessary,  and,  anyhow,  came  up  in  such  a  form  that  they  could 
not  be  shirked.  Loss  important  roads  need  not  be  mentioned.  In  1843  the 
town*  had  nearly  fifty  miles  of  road  within  its  limits,  by  accurate  measurement. 
Without  any  critical  reckoning  of  subsequent  additions  in  detail,  it  may  be 
assumed  that  the  present  total  is  at  least  one  hundred  miles.  And,  extraor- 
dinary to  this,  the  railroads  must  bo  considered.  These  are  the  branch  of  Ihe 
Boston  and  Albany  out  from  Framiiigbam,  opened  July  1,  1848;  the  Milford 
and  Woonsocket,  incorporated  in  1855,  iii  the  stock  of  which  the  town  inircstcd 
$50,000;  and  the  Ilopkinton,  more  recently  bfiilt,  of  whose  stock  and  bonds 
the  town  owns  $15,t)00.  Communication,  internal  and  external,  is  now 
eminently  good,  though,  doubtless,  additional  accommodatio'ns  will  continue  to 
bo  called  for  and  provided.  In  18G3  all  the  legally-accepted  ways,  higher  and 
loWcr,  were  designated  by  name,  and  the  nomenclature  wsts  sanctioned  by  the 
town.  Most  of  them  are  named  as  streets,  and  number  now  considerabl}'  over" 
one  hutidred. 

'The  toivn  has  numerous  commons  of  various  dimensions.  Most  of  the 
smaller  ones  are  connected  with  school-houses.  That  of  the  high-school  house 
is  the  largest  and  handsomest  of  these.  The  town-house  common  is  not  large^ 
ehougli  for  panegyric.  It  contains  only  one  alTC  and  a  half.  The  first  town 
hmise  was  built  on  it,  of  brick,  in  1819,  in  the  midst  of  much  partisan  excite- 
meiit.  It  became  too  small,  and  its  present  respectable  successor  was  erected 
in  1854,  of  wood  chiefly,  at  the  cost  of  $15,000.  It  has  spacious  and  numerous' 
accommodalious.  The  old  one  still  stands  in  the  backgi^uiid,  and  serVes 
divers  necessary  purposes  of  public  utility.  A  little  more  elbow-room  on  this* 
common  would  add  to  its  beauty,  as  well  as  convenience.  But:  the  town* has  a 
noble  paVk  to  glory  in.  It  Contains  about  fifteen  acres,  belonged  formerly  to 
the  Ti^itchcll  estatb,  was  bought  In  1883  for  $10,000,  is  eligibly  situated,  and 
has  fedeived  a  liberal  outluy  for  improvement  and  ornamentation.  It  has  a 
splenQid  future  in  prospect.  •        i   . 

The  town  has  four  eemoteries  under  its  cdhtrol.  I.  The  ancient  Buryiiig- 
Oround  of  the  Easterly  Product,  where  ^tho  rude  forefathers  of  the  hamlet 
sroep,''  or  did  sleep,  some  of  them  without  any  stone  inscription.    This  is  qutte 
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in  the  centre,  and  after  the  town's  ineoi*porution  was  several  times  enlarged. 
It  has  ceased  to  receive  burials  in  its  bosom,  bus  been  dismantled  of  its  once 
formidable  rans^o  of  tombs,  and  the  ashes  of  its  dead  with  their  memorials  have 
l)een  numerously  removed  to  more  cheerful  resting-places.  Some  paits  of  it 
have  been  rudoly  dealt  with  in  quest  of  j^ravel  for  the  street'*,  and  the  more 
reverent  citizens  feel  that  it  has  been  desecrated.  What  will  finally  l^ecome  of 
it^s  soil  reniains  to  be  seen.  2.  The  South  Milford  "  Durying-Grouud.''  This 
was  opened  in  1801.  It  originnlly  contained  only  sixty-six  rods,  purchased  of . 
or  rather  donated  by  Elijah  Albee.  This  small  area  was  more  than  doubled  in 
l$dG  by  the  purchase  and  annexation  of  half  an  acre.  It  has  afforded  very 
desirable  accommodations  to  the  bereaved  in  that  quarter  of  the  town,  has 
been  decently  cared  for,  and  presents  a  respectable  array  of  monumental 
memorials.  3.  The  North  Purchase  **  Graveyard.**  This  was  opened  in 
1849,  the  town  having  purchased  two  acres  of  Ellis  Sumner,  Esq.,  and  pro- 
vided for  all  the  requisites  of  an  unostentatious  but  creditable  cemetery.  Its 
silent  inhabitants  havp  been  steadily  increasing  since  its  opening,  and  it 
exhibits  a  reputable  sepulchral  dei>o3itory.  4.  "Vernon  Gjrove  Cemetery," 
This  was  opened  in  1859,  and  contains  over  twenty-oue  acres,  purchfised  of 
Al>el  Albee  for  about  $1,700.  It  is  situated  nearly  a  mile  south-east  of  the 
town  common,  and  possesses  most  of  the  natural  features  and  advantages  held 
desirable  in  a  modern  cemetery.  It  has  become  the  depository  of  many  receqt 
dead,  and  of  the  remains  of  hundreds  i-emoved  from  their  original  re>ting-r 
places.  A  considerable  portion  of  it  has  been  avenued,  laid  into  lots  and 
greatly  lieautified.  It  has  numerous  fine  memorial  stones,  several  admirable 
monuments  (including  that  of  the  soldiers  who  fell  in  the  late  war),  and  all  the 
display  which  good  taste  and  proper  economy  dictate.  In  former  times  the 
to.wn  furnished  hearses,  grave-cloths  and  other  paraphernalia,  but  thes^  have  all 
Iieen  superseded  by  professional  undertakers,  and  it  is  deemed  sufficient  tp 
])rovide  receiving-tombs, and  a  few  substantial  necessaries. 

The  Ho[>edale  Parish  has  a  cemetery  under  its  own  control.  Xi  is  of  hnmble 
and  modest  pretensions.  The  Catholics  of  St.  Mary's  Church  have  a  large  onp 
of  their  own,  containing  eight  acres,  on  Cedar  Street.  There  sleep  already  a 
host  of  forms  whoso  mortal  life  began  in  the  "Emerald  Isle,"  as  well  aa  of 
those  l>orn  on  our  soil ;  and  their  marble  tablets,  with  the  monument  of  Pastor -^ 
Farrelly,  jBurmounted  by  the  cross,  proclaim  to  the  i>a8ser-by  thatlhey  died  in 
the  bosom  of  their  holy  mot}ier  church. 

But  the  ^  Pine  Grove  Cemetery  ^  transcends  all  others  in  the  town  for  scenic 
be:iuty,  artificial  embellishment  and  monum^nUil  display.  It  is  owned  by  an 
association  of  proprietors  belonging  to  Milford  and  the  neighlioriug  towns,  who 
were  incorporated  in  1841.  They  have  shown  the  inclination,  ability  and  lastQ 
to  provide  a  home  for  the  remains  of  their  loved  ones  which  commands  tlio 
admiration  of  all  beholders.  It  is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Cedar  Sireat, 
about  two  miles  northnsast  of  the  town  c^cntro  towards  Ilopkintou.     Il  occu|ncs^ 
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s  wild  and  romantio  site,  between  the  aucient  ** North  Cedar  Swamp*  and 
**  Rocky  Woods^'*  which  the  furefalberi}  little  dreamed  would  ever  be  eoneo^ 
erated  to  such  a  use,  but  which f  nevertheless,  proves  to  have  been  happi^ 
selected.    It  is  superintended  with  excellent  judgment  and  care. 


.  I    • 
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CrVIL  RBOOBD -^  LEGISLATIVE  AND  TOWN  OFFICERS  —  POST-OFFICES  —  FINAN- 
CIAL DI^VSLOFMENT  —  CORPORATIONS  AND  SOCIETIES  —  SOCIAL  SPIRn  — 
DISTINGUISHED  PERSONS. 

"■  The  civil,  politicul  and  financial  annals  of  the  town  furnish  some  interesting 
fiicts  and  figures  worthy  of  notice.  It  has  been  reprcsetited  in  all  the  State' 
conventions  assembled  since  ITSO,  to  act  on  national  and  State  constitutions, 
by  its- allowed  number  of  delegates.  It' has  sent  to  General  Court  fidty-ei^t 
representatives  (slome  of  them  serving  several  years  each),  and  five  senators/ 
It  has  been  honored  by  one  member  of  the  Governor's  Council,  and  one 
FresideutinI  Elector.  It  has  had  lists  of  voters  ranging  all  the  way  up  from 
oifc  liundred  in  its  infancy  to  over  two  thousand  {u  its  maturity.  Its  meetings 
have  'bebn  presided  over  by  eighty*three  different  moderators,  many  of  them 
acting  on  numerous  occasions.  It  has  been  served  by  fourteen  difiereut  town 
derks,  thirteen ' trea^rers,  one  hundred  ^nd  eighty-three  selectmen,  one 
Inmdred  and  eleven  assessors,  sixty  overseers  of  the  poor,  and  a  proportionate 
nifmt)er  of  minor  town  o£Bcers.  A  considerable  miiiority  of  the  principal 
rifiicers  were  many  times  re-elected,  and  some  through  a  long  series  of  years. 
It  has  hud  about  sixty  different  justices  of  the  peace,  often  re-appointcd.  It 
had  a  Police  Court  established  in  1854,  which  was  subsequently  abolished,  then 
re-established,  and  finally  superseded  in  1872  by  the  Third  District  Court  of 
Southern  Worcester.  These  successive  courts  have  had  their  proper  judges,' 
assfstttuts  and  clerks.  Meantime,  the  town  has  had  its  needed  supply  of  dcputjr- 
sheriifs,  policemen,  &c.  .».-.. 

The- citizens  had  no  post-office  within  their  municipal  litnitiB  tffl  March  7i 
1814,  when  one  was  established  at  South  Milford.  Another  was  estiiblisfaed  in 
the  Centre,  Feb.  10,  1823,  and  another  at  Ilopedale  May  13,'I861.>  These 
have  had,  in  "all,  twenty-five  difierent  postmasters.  The  present  incumlients 
are :  H.  B.  Fisk  at  South  Milford,  George  G.  Pond  in  the*  Centre,  and  George 
Dfaper  at  Hopcdale.  The  one  in  the  Centre  does  a  very  large  amount  of 
business,  but  the  others  are  lively  establishments  on  a  smaller  scale.  Ther 
l)Opt^1ation  uses  mail  facilities  to  an  extraordinary  extent,  besides  patronising 
lilibryiy  ix  telegraph  office  now  for  several  years  in  operatibn.  .  *" 
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The  financial  affairs  of  tbo  town  have  gradually  grown  to  a  huge  magnitude^ 
Tha  infantile  valuation  could  not  have  exceeded  $150,000  as  a  guess  estiroatje. 
It  now  stands,  under  a  recent  reduction,  at  $49519,227.  It  began  without 
a  single  school-house,  and  now  clainas  to  have  $67,000  invested  in  some 
twenty  such  houses,  many  of  them  commodious  and  substantial  edifices.  In 
1781  it  raised  $67  for  schooling;  in  1878,  for  teaching,  $15,952.10,  fueU 
$717.53,  school  incidentals,  $4,471.99,  and  repairs  of  school-houses,  $1,158.17 ; 
total,  $22,299.79.  In  1781  it  raised  for  highways  $300;  in  1878  it  expended 
for  the  same  and  kindred  purposes  $9,193.28,  Its  early  assets  of  municipal 
property  were  a  mere  trifle;  they  arc  now  estimated  at  $249,600.  But  some 
of  its  citizens  rather  regret  that  its  indebtedness  amounts  to  $204,600.  Its 
credit  is,  nevertheless,  good,  and  nobody  fears  a  financial  collapse  of  its 
treasury.  The  hard  times  have  shrunk  its  valuation  about  one-fifth  since  the 
panic  of  1873,  but  there  is  a  general  hopefulness  for  the  future. 

Milff>rd  has  numerous  corporations  and  associations  which  ipust  not  be  for- 
gotten. They  have  various  objects  and  characteristics,  from,  strictly  secular 
to  strictly  religious,  as  will  be  understood  from  their  titles  and  a  brijef  d.escrij>- 
tion.  Milford  National  Bank,  in  Bank  Block,  Main  Street,  organi^d  March* 
1865;  capital  $250,000;  par  value  of  shares  $100;  president,  Aaron  C. 
Mayhew;  cashier,  Augustus  Wheeler;  teller,  James  £.  Walker.  Milfon^ 
Savings  Bank,  Bank  Block,  Main  Street ;  incorporated  1851.;  president.  Orison 
Underwood ;  vice-presidents,  A.  C.  Mayhew,  Allen  C.  Fay  and  Obed  D:uucl8 ; 
with  nine  trustees,  and  James  E.  Walker,  treasurer.  Home  National  Baiik^ 
Old  Bank  Building,  Main  Street,  organized  May,  1875;  capital  $130,000; 
par  value  of  shares  $100;  president,  Samuel  Walker;  vice-president,  O.  Wl 
Johnson ;  cashier,  N.  B.  Johnson.  Alilford  and  Woousockct  Riilroad,  incor- 
porated in  1855,  extends  from  Milford  Centre  to  Bellingham,  nearly  four  miles; 
depot  and  office  on  Central  Street,  near  South  Bow ;  authorized  capital  $]L00,-, 
000,  about  $80,000  paid  in ;  president,  George  Draper ;  treasurer,  Charles  F. 
Clafljn,  with  seven  directors.  Milford  Gaslight  Company,  incorporated  in 
1854;  capital  $80,000;  president,  Allen  C.  Fay;  treasurer,  B.  £.  Harris;, 
superintendent,  I.  N.  Davis,  with  eight  directors.  It  has  several  miles  of  pipe 
and  sends  gas  all  the  way  to  the  village  and  the  machine-shops  of  Ilopedalo^. 
Worcester  South-east  Agricultural  Society :  This  includes,  of  course,  citizens  of 
the  neighboring  towns.  It  was  incorporated  in  18G0;  annual  meeting  fint 
Thursday  in  December ;  fiiir  last  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  of  Septcnilx^r,  at 
(Charles  River  Riding  Park,  whore  the  society  has  a  spacious  edifice,  with  com- 
modious ball,  &c.  President,  William  Knowlton  of  Upton ;  vice-presidents, 
Stephen  Mathewson  of  Milford,  Newell  Barnes  of  HoUiston,  John  Phipps  of 
Hopkinton,  F.  Worcester  of  GrafV»n,  and  Anson  Warren  of  Westborough; 
secretary,  Charles  G«  Thompson  of  Milford ;.  treasurer,  Alexander  T.  Wilkin* 
son  of  Milforil.  Number  of  memliers  700.  Milford  Farmers*  Club,  organs 
izcd  1859;  incorporated  1870;  fiiir  hoM  fi»t  and  third  Saturdays  in  ereiy 
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mpntb  at  Fttrmcra'  Exchange  on  the  town  park ;  ofiBoercd  by  m  president, 
rotary  and  treasurer.  •   ILirse«Thief  Detecling  Society ,  ot^inizod  Dec.  21, 
1795 ;  composed  of  threo  bundi-cd  members,  belougtng^  to  this  and  the  neigh- 
boring towns ;  president,  Julius  R.  George  of  Mcndon ;  vice-president,  Ueniy 
A.  Aldricb  of  Mcndon;  secretary.  Dr.  JohnO.  Mctcalf,  also  of  Mendon ; 
treasurer,  Charles  F.  Chapin  of  Milford;  membership  foe  $1 ;  funds  on  hand 
$4,081 ;  and  an  ample  pursuing  committee  in  several  towns.     Tburber  Medical 
AssoQtation,  composed  of  medical  gentlemen  in  Miiford  and  the  vicinity,  who ' 
belong  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society ;  organized  June  9, 1853 ;  object, . 
professional  improvjement*;  fund  $C00,  the  income  of  which  is  devoted  to  the 
purchase  of  books ;  number  of  members  about  twenty ;  rooms  120  ^lain  Street, 
meetipgs  once  a  month ;  officers  elected  annually  in  October ;  president,  Chas. ' 
E.  Spring  of  Holliston  }  vice-president,  George  King  of  Franklfu ;  secretary^ 
J.  Allen  Fay  of  jMilford ;  treasurer,  John  G.  Metcalf  of  Mcndon.     Of  Masonic 
bodi^  there  are  four;  viz.,  Montgomery  Lodge,  chartered  in  1797,  formerly 
of  Med  way,  and  thence  removed  hither  several  years  ngo;  Mt.  Lebanon  Boyal 
Areb  Chapter,  chartered  in  1824,  also  formerly  of  Med  way  and  removed  hither ; 
Milford  Commaudery. of  Knights   Templar,   and. the  Masonic  Mutual  Relief. 
Society.    The  Odd  Fellows  have  two  bodies  in  town,  entitled  Quinshipaug 
Encampment,  No.  20,  and  Tisquantum  Lodge,  No.  46.     Knights  of  Pythias , 
have  one  body  entitled,  Day  State  Lodge,  No.  51,  oi^auized  April  14,  1870. 
The  tcQii^erauoe  cause  has  had  a  long  succession  of  organizations  with  varioua 
titles.    At  present  it  has  the  following  named :  Fidelity  Lodge,  No.  21 ;  Inde- 
pendent Order  of  Good  Templars;  Elmwood  Lodge,  No.  129,  do. ;  Catholio: 
Temperance  Association ;  Milford  Temperance  Reform  Club,  &c.     There  is  a 
considerable  body  of  Irish-American  citizens  in  town,  known  as  the  Ancient 
OikHnrof   Ilibeniiansi  whose  object  is  to  commemorate  and   preserve  Irish 
national  unity.     Of  a  more:8trictly  religious  character  there  are :  The  Milford 
Bibl^tSociety,  organized  in  1657  ;  the  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  and  * 
se^veral  minor  societies  of  various  designations.     Most,  if  not  all,  the  above- 
named  corporations,  associations  and  organizations  are  in  a  flourishing  condi* 
tion.     Several  less  public  corporations  and  associative  institutions  are  also 
prospering,  but  need  not  be  named  in  this  account. 

What  mpy  be  termed  the  social  characteristics  of  Milford  ought,  perhaps,  to  - 
receive  some  notice.     Although  the  distinctions  of  race,  rank  and  class  •  exist,  . 
and  with  increasing* dcfiniteness,  yet  there  is  a  prcdomiuant  sociality- and; fra-- 
ternity  of  feeJing  throughout  the  town.     The  population  has,  for  the  most  part, 
always  tnclin6d  to  common  humanity,  equality,  sympathy  and  friendly  social 
intercourse.     There  has  always  been  a  general  fondness  for  congenial  and  con* 
vivid  gat>herings  and  amusementSr    A  ^good  time^  never  came  amiss,  and  its 
repetition  ti^as  .never  long  delayed.  -  In  the  olden  days  they  had  the  husuings, 
quilUngs,  rural  dances,  play  particsj^  games  and  sj^orts  of  various  kinds%.>  Next 
came  the  traveling  jugglers,  slight-of-handf  performers,  caravans  and  othor 
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showmcQ.    Dramatic  t^xhibitions  and  theatrical  plays  by  borne  troupes,  com- 
rocnccd  as  early  as  1824,  ii>  tbe  brick  meeting-house.     Balls  of  mo ro'- fashion'- 
able  style  and   importnnce  came  into  vogue,  and  came  to  stay.      And  noW 
scarcel}'  a  week  passes  without  more  or  less  of  social  entertainment^  in  tho  form 
of  theatitical  performance,  musical  concert,  excursion,  fair,  levee,  club-feast, 
base-ball,  or  some  one  of  tho  thousand  modern  amusements.    Even  the  churic^hckT,* 
as  welt  as  moral  reform  societies,  have  gone  into  the  practice  of  getting  up" 
various  sorts  of  **good  times  ^  to  raise  funds,  please  their  Sunday  schools  and 
increase  their  congregations.     There  arc  yet  no  theatres  or  opcra->houses  erected 
for  such  express  purposes,  but  the  town  hall,  Lyceum  Hall,  Washington*  Hall, 
Irving  Hall,  and  others  of  less  note,  afford  the  necessary  accommodations,  and 
are  well  patronized.     We  have  some  staid  and  plain-living  people,  who  think- 
they  can  QUjoy  existence  with  a  smaller  spice  of  social  amusement,  and  t^ho 
are  disposed  to  mind  their  own  business  in  a  more  quiet  way ;  but  they  are  not 
in  the  majority,  nor  exactly  in  the  fashion.     Although  there  are  some  vicious 
amusements,  and,  doubtless,  many  abuses  of  innocent  ones  in  town,  wbteh' 
ought  to  be  abated,  its  civil  morality  will  average  fairly  with  that  of  most  other 
communities,  ^ven  of  some  who  claim  to  be  much  more  Puritanical.     It  has  no - 
excess  of  the  dangerously  criminal  classes,  albeit  we  are  not  free  from  mi6d6» 
meanors,  and  there  is  room  for  a  vast  improvement  before  the  miilenium. 

Milford  cannot  boast  of  having  given  birth  to  many  distinguished  persons, ' 
Widely  known  beyond  its  immediate  and  general  vicinity.     Among  the  few  in 
whose  eminence  and  fame  it  claims  honorable  patrimony,  one  has  already  bed  ' 
mentioned  as  its  Revolutionary  hero-martyr,  —  Gen.  Alexander  Scamtncll,  of . 
whom  the  town  was  bereaved  in  the  second  year  of  its  corporate  existence. 
Ho  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Leslie  ScammcU  slnd  Jane  his  wife,  born  in 
1744,  and  left  an  orphan  lad  by  the  death  of  his  father  in  1753.     His  fatb^ 
commeddecl  Alexander,  with  an  elder  brother,  to  the  educational  oversight  ^ 
Rev*  Amariah  Frost,  to  bo  fitted  for  college.     Alexander  graduated  at  Hiii^ 
vard  in  17C9;  studied  law  with  Gen.  John  Sullivan  of  New  Hami>shire;  wans 
appointed  brigade-major  of  the  New  Hampshire  militia,  1775  ;  became  colonel 
of  tho  third  New  Hampshire  battalion  of  Continental  troops,  177G;    conM6' 
manded  the  third  New  Hampshire  regiment,  1777,  and  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  at  Saratoga,  N.  Y. ;  commanded  the  first  New  Hampshire  regiment  in 
1760;  and  was  about  that  time  appointed  adjutant-general.    He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  great  favorite  of  Washington,  and  very  popular  in  the  army.    At  the 
siege  of  Yorktown,  while  acting  as  field  officer  on  the  80th  September,  1781, 
and  reconnoitring  one  of  the  enemy's  redoubts,  ho  was  suddenly  sttrprisod 
and  captured  by  a  detachment  of  scouting  cavalry.     Ho  then  gracefully  said : 
** Gentlemen,  I  am  your  prisoner*^;  whereupon  a  brutal  Hessian  gave  biin  a 
mortal  wound*    He  was  eonveyed  to  Williamsburg,  Ya.,  where  ho  died  of  his 
wound,  October  6th,  ensuing,  deeply  lamented  by  all  who  knew  him  in  cainp^ 
at  home,  and  throughout  the  coontrjr.     . 
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Rot.  Stepbcn  Cbapin,  D.  D.,  president  of  Colombian  College,  Woshtngtoo 
Gtyt  D.  C,  is  another  distinguished  native  of  this  town.  Ho  was  a  son  of 
Stephen  and  Bachel  (Rawson)  Chapin,  born  Nov.  4,  1778.  In  bis  seventh 
year  ho  learned  the  alphabet  in  a  neighborhood  school,  taught  by  hb  uncle, 
Adams  Chapin.  At  nine  years  of  ago  ho  experienced  religion ;  at  scventeeny 
united  with  the  church;  in  1804,  graduated  at  Harvard  University;  studied 
theology  under  Dr.  Emmons  of  Frauklin ;  was  onlaincd  pastor  of  the  Congre* 
gationul  Church  in  Hillsborough,  N.  H.,  June  19,  180a,  and  dismissed  there- 
from May  12,  1808.  Ho  was  next  installed  over  tho  Congregational  Church 
at  Mt.  Vernon,  N.  H.,  Nov.  15,  1809,  where  he  chaugcd  his  views  of  baptisni, 
from  those  of  Congregationalism  to  those  of  the  Baptists,  and  was  tbereuppo 
diitoisscd.  In  1819,  he  became  pastor  of  the  Baptist  Church  in  North  Yar* 
mouth.  Me*  In  1822,  Brown  University  conferred  on  him  the  degree  of  S.  T. 
D. ,  and  the  same  year  he  was  elected  professor  of  sacred  theology  in  Water- 
villo  College,  Me.,  which  oi&ce  he  filled  till  18^8.  Ho  was  then  called  to  tho 
presidcocy  of  Columbian  College,  just  ostablisbed  at  Washington,  D»  C,  where 
ho  Remained  until  his  death,  Oct.  1,  1845,  at  the. ago  of  sixty-seven  years*  .  In 
1809,  ho  married  Sarah  Moshcr  of  IloUis,  N.  H.,  who,  with  three  sons  and  two 
daughtets,  survived  him.  He  was- held  in  very  high  estimation  for  piety  and 
learning  by  all  who  knew  him. 

-Rev.  Levi  Nelson  was  less  distinguished,  but  regarded,  especially  in  bis  own 
religious  denomination,  as  a  remarkable  man.  He  was  a  son  of  Dea.  Setb 
and  Silence  (Cheney)  Nelson.  He  was  bom  Aug.  8,  1789.  He  was  edu- 
Qited  partly  at  Brown  University  and  partly  at  Williams  College,  but  failed  to 
graduate  on  accOuut  of  ill-health.  Qe  studied  theology  with  Dr.  Emmons, 
who  encouraged,  him  to  persevere  in  his  aims  at  the  ministry,  and  he  was  finally 
i^probated  to  preach.  After  preaching  in  several  places,  as  health  permitted, 
be  settled  in  Lisbon,  Ct.,  where  be  was  o.rdained  Dec.  5,  1804.  He  is  said  to 
have  preadied  fifty-seven  hundred  different  sermons,,  several  of  which  were 
published.'  He  was  a  conscientious,  devoted  and  industrious  man  in  his  call- 
ing, and  so  s^ncbly  orthodox  of  the  old  school,  that  ho  bequeathed  $1,000  to 
his  parish,  on  the  strict  .condition  of  their'  not  settling  as  his  successor  a  man 
embracing  **  the  New  Haven :  theology •"  IIo  died  in  1855,  at  the  ago  of  i^^v-i 
enty-sevcn  years,  and  in  the  fifty*sccond  of  his  ministry. 

Hon.  Jonathan*  Thayer,  a  son  of  Elijah  and  Sarah  (Robinson)  Thayer,  was 
bom  Jan.  27,  1779,  was  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1803, ^aid  spme 
attention  to  legal  studies,  settled  in  Camdcq,  Me.,  held  a  seat  in  the  Governor's. 
Council 'for  many  years,  and  was  Judge  of  Probate  for  seven  years.  •  He  mar- 
ried his  wife  in  Wiscasset,  Me.j  and  had  at  least  two  children  in  Camden.  He 
died  there  Sept.  20,  1853. 

Hon.  E2ra  Hunt,  a  son  of  Daniel  and  'Mary  (Phillips)  Hunt,  was  bom  April 
7, 1790,  graduated  at  (larvard  University,  1815,  excelled  in  the  know)cdjXo  of 
mathematics  and  the  'exact  sciences,  was  preceptor  of  Leicester  Acadpmy  for 
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Bdtno  lime  after  his  grndimtion,  took  charge  of  the  ncadcmy  in  Pnlaski,  Tenn., 
in  1818,  studied  law  while  tbcro  under  Judge  William  C.  Carr,  went  into  pmc- 
tice  in  Louisiana,  Mo.,  and  thence  removed  to  St.  Charles.  Later  ho  removed^ 
to  Bowling  Green  in  th<9  same  State,  and  pursued  his  profession  there;  In 
1836,  he  was'  appointed  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  that  judicial  district, 
and  dir^eharged  his  duties  with  6dclity,  abilily  and  to  general  satisfaction,  lle^ 
decided  questions  of  law,  but  seldrim  or  never  addressed  juries.  lie  was 
chairman  of  the  judiciary  committee  in ^  the  Convention  called  to  revise  the 
Constitutiim  of  Missouri,  had  one  of  th6  best  libraries  in  the  State,  aiid  wai^ 
regarded  not  only  as  an  excellent  jurist,  but  as  eminently  accomplished  in- gen- 
eral literature.  At  the  age  of  about  f  )rty  years,  ho  married  a  young  wife,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Judge  Ilufus  Pettibone  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  viz.,  Maria  E. 
Pettibone,  May  18,  1830.  He  died  suddenly,  while  attending  a  session  of  hit 
court  at  Troy,  Lincoln  Co.,  Mo.,  Sept.  19,  1860,  aged  seventy  years. 

Hon.  Albert  Hobart  NelseD^  son  of  Dr.  John  and  Lucinda  (Parkhurst) 
Nelson,  was  born  March  12,  1812,  removed  early  to  Middlesex  County,  withi 
his  parents,  graduated  at  Harvard  University  1832,  went  into  the  legal  profess 
sion  with  succiess,  was  raised  to  tin  honorable  position  on  the  l>enchf  and  finally, 
in  1855,  to  bo  chief  justice  of  Suffolk  Superior  Court.  He  died  in  1858,  in 
the  ripeness  of  his  usefulness  and  honors. 

William  Clafiin,  LL.  D.,  ex-governor  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  since  mem- 
ber 6f  Congress  from  the  eighth  district,  was  reared  in  Milford.  He  was  a* 
son  of  Hon.  Lee  Claflin  and  Sarah  (Adams),  his  wife,  born  March  6,  1818, 
was  educated  i)artly  at  Brown  University,  and  pailly  in  other  seminaries, 
without  a  formal  graduation,  and  received  his  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  Harvard 
University  in  1869.  He  removed  in  early  manhood  from  his  native  town,' 
first  to  Hopkinton  and  later  to  Newton,  devoted  himself  successfully  ta  busi^^ 
ness  in  the  boot,  shoe  and  leather  line,  won  the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens 
and  reached  the  gul)ernatorial  ^chair  in  1869.  He  retained  hi^  high  posilioa^ 
OS  chief  magistrate  of  the  State  three  years,  and  in  more  recent  years  has  beett 
twice  elected  by  the  eighth  Congressional  district  to  represent  them  in  the* 
National  Congress.  He  is  still  in  the  vigor  of  lifb,  active  in  public  as  well  ok 
business  affairs,  and  deservedly  held  in  high  esteem  by  thousands  of  apprccia* 
live  friends. 

The  toWti  is  proud  of  another  Claflin,  who  has  risen  to  eminence  in  comroer^ 
cial  pursuits  from  a  career  commenced  in  his  native  vicinage — Horace  B.  Claflin 
— who  may  be  reckoned  among  the  merchant  princes  of  New  York  City.  Ho 
18  a  son  of  John  Claflin,  Esq.,  and  Lydia  (Mellen),  his  wife,  bom  Dec.  18, 
1811,  respectably  educated  outside  of  the  colleges,  inspired  by  a  genius  for 
trade,  commenced  mercantile  business  here  in  1832,  soon  removed  to  Woroes* 
ter  and  established  there  a  successful  firm;  went  to  Now  York  in  1843,  and 
at  the  head  of  a  congenial  copartnership  opened  a  joblnng  dry-goods  establish- 
meat*    It  has  had  a  wonderful  growth,  reached  a  mammoth  importance,  and 
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now  commands  universal  admiration.  The  bouso  of  II. -B.  Claflin  &Co. 
sways  its  sccptro  over  a  vast  spiicro  of  coromcrcinl  dependence,  confidence  iind 
honor.  Its  head  is  full  of  vigorous  brain,  and  its  liands  diligent  iii  triumphant 
traflSc. 

Gen.  Adin  B.  Underwood  has  already  been  mentioned  in  connection  with  tho 
military  record  of  his  native  town.  lie  is  a  son  of  Gen.  Orison  Underwood 
and  II:innahD.  (Cheney)  his  wife,  wns  horn  May  19,  182S,  graduated  at  Brown 
Univeraity  in  1S49  ;  studied  law ;  practiced  his  profession  awhile  in  Milford ; 
removed  to  (he  vicinity  of  Boston  ;  closed  his  office  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Re- 
liellion  tol)eoomo  a  captain  of  Mnssnchusetts  Volunteers,  and  was  mustered  into 
service  May  18, 1861.  He  performed  valorous  feats  in  Virginia,  rose  on  his  merits 
to  tho  command  of  a  regiment,  was  ordered  to  jcin  the  army  near  Giattanooga, 
Tenn.,  and  fought  in  the  memorable  Battle  of  Lookout  Mountain,  which  drove 
the  rebels  from  one  of  their  strongest  holds.  He  was  all  but  mortally  wounded 
in  that  bloody. conflict,  laid  nt  death's  door  for  mouths,  and  padly  crippled  f()r 
life.*  lie  was  made  a  brigadier-general  in  acknowledgment  of  his  dear«bought 
heroism,  but  was  never  again  able  to  tiiko  the  field.  When  sufficiently  recov- 
ered to  perform  le$s.  perilous  service,  he  was  made  president  of  an  important 
eourt-martial  in  .Washington,  from  which,  however,  he  was  excused  and 
appointed  surveyor  of  customs  at  Boston.  On  being  discharged  from  tho 
army  he  was  breveted  a  major-general.  He  is  still  in  the  official  harness  at 
Boston,  endures  resolutely  the  life-long  consequences  of  bis  wounds  and  wqars 
his  laurel-wreath  with  becoming  grace. 

Milford  has  other  children  in  whose  worth  she  takes  just  pride,  and  who 
perhaps  ought  to  have  their  names  inscribed  on  thi&i  roll  pf  honor ;  but  lack  pf 
space  forbids.  Brief  reference  can  only  be  made  to  a  few  fathers  of  the  town, 
who  were  most  conspicuous  in  the  conduct  of  its  aflhirs  during  their  several 
generations.  Many  others  must  remain  unmentioned,  though  no  less  merito- 
rious. During  the  first  quarter  century  of  the  town's  co^omte  existence,  tho 
following  named  wercajmoiig  its  prominent  actors;  viz.,'— Caleb  Cheney,  S.r., 
Samuel  Jpnes,  Esq.,  Adams  Chapin,.£8q.^  Capt.  Sam'l  Warren,  Dn  Samuel 
L..  Scammell,  Col.  Ichabod  Thayer,  Lieut.  David  Stearns,  Jamei9  Sumner, 
Esq.,.  Lieut.  Ephraim  Chapin,  &o.  In  tho  second  quarter-century  tho  stage 
presented  Penrley  Hunt,  Esq.,  JolmCIaflin,  Jr.,  Esq.^  Newell  Nelson,  Esq  , 
Col.  Ariel  Bnigg,  Col.  Benjamin  Godfrey  aud  his  son  William,  Col.  Sullivan 
Sumner,  Ca|>t.  Clark  Ellis,  Maj.  Clark  Sumner,  Capt.  Henry  Nelson,.IIon;  Lee 
Claflin,  &c.  Sineje  then,  down  to  the  present  time„  the  following  actors  have 
been  more  or  less  conspicuous: — Hiram  Hunt,  Charles  F.  Chapin,  Aaron 
Claflin,  Aaron  C.  Mayhew,  Sylvester  Dean,, Alfred  Bragg,  Andrew  J.  Sumner, 
James  II.  Qarker,  Edwin  Battles,  Winslow  Battles,  George  W.  Stacy,  Dr.  A. 
A.  Cook,  Isaac  Davenport,  Obed  Daniels,.  John  S.  Scammell,  Leandcr  ^oU 
broi»k,  James  R.  Davis,.  ZibeonC.,l^ield,  Geo.  B.  Blake,  Ilermon  IL  Bowers, 
.  Thomas  G.  Kent,  Geprge  G.  Parker,,  George  Draper,  William  F.  Draper, 
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Lewis  Fales,  Henry  E.  Fa]es,  nnd  a  host  of  others  whom  it  19  hardly  worth 
while  to  specify  rn  a  category  of  mere  uaroes  without  designatjon  of  rank, 
title,  office  or  service.  * 


CHAPTER  IV. 

XNDUSTRIAi:  AND  BUSINESS  INTERESTS  —  VALUABLE  BUILDINGS  —  FACTORttiS 
AND  MILLS  —  NEWSPAPERS — MAP  OP  THE  TOWN  —  DIRECTORIES  —  TOWN 
niSTORT. 

The  present  gcnenil  status  of  the  town  in  respect  to  its  more  important 
interests,  activities,  mechanical  inventions,  productive  industries,  £c.,  mudt 
close  this  sketch.  There  are  few  farms  and  hoYnesteads  in  Milford  that  bare 
come  down  in  the  line  of  family  inheritance  to  the  fourth  generation-^perhaps 
half  n  dozen.  Keal  estate  has  been  frequently  changing  owners  ffom  the  em 
of  first  settlement  to  the  present  hour.  The  town  seems  to  have  been  good  both 
for  emigration  and  immigration.  Th<)re  i9  nothing  worth  spccificatiorn  in  these 
Bcntchces  concerning  its  agriculture.  It  is  a  manufacturing  niid  mechanioBil 
conlmunity.  In  the  statistics  already  given, -enough  has  been  said  of  its  pre- 
dominant manufacture,  that  of  boots,  shoes,  &c.  It  will  be  understood  that 
this  business  is  more  or  less  vigorously  pursued  by  numerous  individuals  and 
copartnerships  of  employers,  and  a  corresponding  host  of  employes.  Several 
other  kinds  of  business  establishments,  important  in  their  place,  may  also  be 
passed  over  in  present  jsilence.  There  are  some,  however,  which  deserre 
bpecial  attention. 

What  we  call  Milford  Gmtre  is  of  course  the  principal  locality  both  t)f 
population  and  business.  Its  factories,  shops,  blocks,  &c.,  afford  large  aceoai- 
modations.  Of  blocks,  distinctively  so  styled,  and  kindred  buildings,  there  are 
the  following: — Arcade  Block,  Nos.  95  to  101  Main  Street;  Bank  Block,  Main 
Street;  Bay  State  Block,  Nos.  102  to  108  Main  Street;  Blunfs  Block,  combr 
Fnmklin  Street ;  Central  Building,  No.  86  Main  Street;  Church  Block,  Nos. 
43,  45,  47,  49  Main  Street;  Exchange  Block,  Main,  corner  Exchange  Street ; 
Glcason's  Building,  School,  comer  of  Spruce  Street ;  Grant  Block,  No.  174 
Main  Street;  Hayward's  Exchange,  Nos.  137,  139,  141  Main  Street;  Irving 
Block,  Nos.  143,  145,  147  Main  Street;  Jefferson  Block,  Nos.  90,  92,  94,  96 
Main  Street;  Lincoln  Block,  School,  corner  of  Pine  Street;  Mechanics* 
Block,  Nos.  138,  140,  142  Main  Strec^t;  Phccnix  Building,  Nos.  3,  5,  7  Main 
Strebt;  Thayer's  Block,  Main  Street;  Union  Block,  Nos.  73,  75,  77,  79  Main 
Street ;  and  Washington  Block,  Nos.  150*  152  Main  Street. 

Among  the  most  remarkable  establishments  in  the  Centre  is  that  of  Esta- 
brook.  Wires  &  Co.  for  the  manufacture  of  their  **  clinching  screws,"  and  vati- 
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oas  other  useful  articles.  Competent  judgoe  hsve  prvmomiced  the  whole 
unique  and  unrivalled  in  general  and  detail.  Lncattim,  fiprtng  Street^  oppoaito 
Front  Street.  The  design  of  this  patent  clinching  screw  m  to  fasten  boot  and 
shoe  soles,  which  it  docs  to  perfection.  These  enterprising  manufacturers 
invented  and  patented  their  screw  some  years  ago,  and  for  awhile  executed 
their  work  chiefly  by  hand.  But  such  was  the  demaud  created  by  its  extraor- 
dinary merits  as  fust  as  known,  that  they  soon  applied  their  inventive  genius 
to  the  production  of  the  machinery  necessary  to  more  rapid  execution.  They 
[lerfccted  such  machinery  and  can  now  exhibit  to  the  admiration  of  behold- 
ers a  scries  of  automatic  workci*s  that  not  only  demonstrate  their  now 
sui>erior  mechanical  ingenuity,  but  enable  them  to  fill  promptly  their  constantly 
multiplying  orders  from  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  usual  average  of  each 
machine  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  screws  per  minute,  with  the  capability  of 
doubling  that  number  if  desired.  The  superior  excellence  of  these  screws  has 
rendered  their  matiufaoture  a  triumphant  success.  Even  the  War  Department 
of  the  United  3 tatc9»  having  thoroughly  tested  them,  endorses  aiid  patronizes 
them.  'Besides  tliis  leading  production  of  their  establisbfnent,  Messrs.  Esta- 
brook  &  Wires.turn  out  first-rate  crimping-brakcs,  forms,^  sinks,  tables,  sticks 
and  steels,  seam-rubber  legs,  boot  and- shoo* i.t/ees,.  turniog^j.icks,  &o. ;  all  in 
considerable  quantities,  and  4>eariiirg  the  warranty^ stimp  of  their  names.  The 
driving  force  for  their  machinery  is  a  stdum-ehgino  of -^itty-tfive  horse  power ; 
and  alMhelr^buildings  and. appliances  Are  in -pr^e  condifion. 

TbBtre-iiuif)other  r&tber  notable  establishment  in  the  same  neijsrhborhood  — 
Greene  Brothers'  heel-factory.  11  belongs  tdjdessrs.  George  Mi' ||^,. Randall 
B.  Greenev,  They  mauti^acturo^bopt  aud  shoe  b^eIs,|j^nd;nro  said  to  have  the 
l:irgost(^concern  of  thi^i^  kind*  in  the  United  States*  Thes(^  heels  are  made  of 
uppcr-Wather  remnants^  purchased .  wherevdr  'b^tainaWcr.^nd  brought  in 
immense^  quantities  by  cattripod  cars  to  their  tictoiy'  doors.  They"  turn  out 
1,500,000  pairs  of  heels  iinmially^  By  ingenious  proo^sses,  they  form  these 
heels,  extract  from  them  all  their  greasy  substance,  and  utilize,  in  one  way  or 
another,  all  the  scrap  leather  that  comes  into  their  possession.  The  most 
worthless  remains  are  used  as  fuel  to  feed  their  engines.  They  find  an  ample 
maiket  in  Boston,  Lynn,  and  numerous  boot  and  shoe  towns  for  all  the  heel:) 
thoy  can  manufacture.  In  two  recent  months  they  sold  to  soap  and  candle 
makers  no  less  than  112,000  pounds  of  their  extracted  grease  —  a  mere 
incidental  of  their  operations.  They  began  business  in  18G7  with  four 
employds,  and  have  now  one  hundred. 

But  most  remarkable  in  this  category  are  the  establishments  at  Hopedale. 
This  bright  and  beautiful  village  is  situated  a  mile  and  a  half  westerly  from  the 
town  centre  on  Mill  Biver,  toward  the  frontier  of  Mendon.  In  its  whole 
length  and  breadth  it  must  have  nearly  one  hundred  dwelling-houses  and  six 
hundred  inhabitants.  It  was  founded  in  1842  by  the  Ilopedalo  Community, 
grow  thriftily  till  that  community  relinquished  its  unitary  arrangements  in  185G, 
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and  still  more  thriftily  from  tb:it  timo  to  the  present.  From  the  begiuning  its 
leading  people  have  distinguished  themselves  more  and  more  by  mcehanical 
genius  and  manufacturing  enterprise.  It  has  been  a  seminary  of  inventors,  and 
may  now,  without  extravagance,  be  called  a  miniature  university  of  ingenious 
))atent-lore.  By  invention  and  purchase,  it  can  exhibit  quite  a  museum  of 
mechanical  contrivances  for  the  entertainment  of  the  curious  visitor.  And  its 
manufactures  are  correspondingly  efficient  and  productive.  It  would  require  a 
considerable  volume,  elaborated  by  a  master's  hand,  to  do  justice  to  the  inven- 
tions, productions  and  business  enterprise  of  this  little  village.  They  can  only 
be  indicated  in  this  synoptical  article.  Hero  are  four  strong  firms  operating, 
besides  their  minor  subsidiaries,  all  more  or  less  connected  in  their  pecuniary 
interests,  and  co-operating  in  their  industrial  results.  Tbeso  firms  are:  1. 
George  Draper  &  Sons,  whose  special  province  includes  a  host  of  valuable  im- 
provements in  cotton  and  woolen  machinery,  such  as  temples,  sawyer-spindles, 
Draper's  filling-spinners,  double  spinning-rings,  steps  and  bolsters,  patent 
motions  for  looms,  Thompson  oil-cans,  shuttle-guides,  (S;c.,  &c.  2.  Tbo 
Ilopcdale  Machine  Company,  manufacturers  of  improvements  in  cotton  machin- 
ery, special  machinists*  tools,  patent  warpers,  spoolers  with  patent  steps  and 
bolsters,  &c.,  &c. ;  George  Draper,  president;  William  F.  Draper,  treasurer; 
Joseph  B.  Bancroft,  superintendent.  3.  Dutcher  Temple  Company,  solo 
manufacturers  of  Dutcher's  patent  temples,  Kayser's  patent  temples,  Murk- 
land's  carpet  temples,  &c.,  &c, ;  George  Draper,  president;  F.  J.  Dutcher, 
treasurer  and  secretary,  and  W.  W.  Dutcher,  agent.  4.  The  Ilopedato 
Furnace  Company,  whose  bujjiness  is  to  manufacture  and  furnish  to  order  iron 
castings  of  all  descriptions. 

The  Ilopcdale  Machine  Company  occupies  the  most  northerly  of  the  water- 
privileges,  and  has  a  principal  shop  two  hundred  and  twenty  feet  in  length  by 
sixty-six  in  width,  and  three  stories  in  height.  Its  machinery  is  driven  by  a 
motor  force,  derived  from  a  Leffcl  turbine-wheel,  and,  when  scarcity  of  water 
requires  it,  by  a  steam-engine  of  fifty  horse-pDwer.  The  next  privilege  bolow 
is  occupied  by  the  Dutcher  Temple  Company  and  its  adjuncts  with  ample  build- 
ings, water  and  steam  power,  and  many  ingenious  contrivances  (some  of  them 
wonderfully  constructed)  to  facilitate  its  operations.  The  foundry,  with  all  its 
a][)purtenances,  stands  closely  adjacent  on  the  west  side  of  the  canal,  and  the 
ring-shop  only  a  few  feet  south  of  the  temple-shop.  Nearly  a  mile  further 
south  is  another  valuable  privilege,  with  a  capacious  shop,  chiefly  devoted  1o 
the  elaboration  of  the  famous  Sawyer  spindle,  owned  by  Dca.  A.  A.  Westcott, 
and  managed  in  connection  with  the  interests  of  Ge()rge  Draper  &  Sous.  Tbo 
dams,  ponds,  canals,  anti-fire  apparatus,  offices,  supplementary  shops,  ont- 
buildings  and  mauifold  conveniences  up  aud  down  the  river  can  bo  appreciated 
only  by  judicious  observers. 

A  vast  majority  of  the  cotton-mills  in  the  United  Stites,  and  many  woolen- 
mills,  have  adopted  these  Ilopedalo  improvements  to  a  greater  or  less  extout, 
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find  their  jmprictora  are  reaping  therefrom  a  rieh  harvest  of  profits.  Foreniost 
among  tbem  are  the  temple.  Sawyer  spindle  and  the  acljnstablo  siYinning-rings 
' — thi«e  notable  patents.  The  temples  , are  in  universal  use  in  the  United 
States, 'Mexico,  South  America,' lind,  to  a  -  considerable  extent,  in  Europe. 
Leading  manufacturers  have  demonstrated  to  their  satisfaction  that  the  spindle 
yields  an  enormous  saving  in  power,  labor,  cost,  &c.  The  numlxsr  of  these 
spindles  already  introduced  and  in  use  is  over  1,200,000.  The  rings,  too,  have 
proved  ii;^^eat  success.  The  number  of  these  furnished  and  in  satisfactory  use 
exceeds  1,500,000.  But  the  multitude  of  less  conspicuou:i  articles  sent  forth 
from  these  Ilopcdale  Ia1)oratorics  are  distributed  far  and  wide  over  the  country, 
.and  roll  up  a  formidable  aggregate  of  mechanical  production,  usefulness  and 
wealth.  In  good  times  all  these  establishments  together  employ  nearly  three 
'hundred  and  fifty  hands,  meet  a  monthly  pay-roll  of  $1^,000,  and  make  aggre- 
gate sales  to  the  amount  of  more  than  $500,000  per  annum.  The  different  kinds 
of  machines  and  appliances  manufactured  here,  with  and  without  [)ateut^  securi- 
ties, must  number  at  least  one  hundred. 

In  closing  this  sketch  it  seems  proper  to  mention  a  few  factseonccroing  the 
ministrations  of*  the  printing-press  to  public  intelligence  in  Milford  and  its 
general  vicinity.  The  first  printing-office  opened  in  town  was  started  by 
•Ballon  &  Stacy  in  the  winter  of  1830-^31,  in  William  Godfrey's  row  of  shops 
and  sheds  oa  the  west  side  of  the  Parish  Common.  On  the  1st  of  January, 
•1831,  a  weekly  religious  paper  was  issued  from  that  office,  entitled  **Tbe 
Independent  Alcsseuger."  The  office  and  paper  were  removed  in  the  following 
spring  to  Mcndon.  In  1843  the  Hopedale  Community  opened  their  printing- 
office  at  Hopedale,  which  executed  job  work,  and  issued  a  semi-monthly  paper 
called  •'The  Practical  Christian.'*  This  was  published  till  the  year  1860,  and 
then  discontinued.  Since  then  the  office  has  issued  numerous  smaller  publica- 
tions in  pamphlet  and  tract  form,  and  done  more  or  less  job  work.  It  is  now 
owned  and  operated  in  the  village  by  Bryan  J.  Butts.  In  1840  George  W. 
Stacy  established  his  printing-office  in  the  Centre,  and,  with  his  son,  has  bad  a 
successful  run  of  business  ever  since.  Besides  the  usual  variety  of  j  )b  work, 
he  has  frequently  issued  pamphlets  from  his  press,  and  public  documents.  lie 
has  long  kept  a  book  and  stationery  store  in  connection  with  his  office.  ^  The 
Milford  Journal "  was  started  in  1830  from  a  fresh  printing  establishment,  and 
is  now  about  completing  its  29th  year.  It  has  passed  through  the  publishing 
and  editorial  management  of  several  successive  owners,  steadily  increasing  in 
power  and  influence  down  to  the  present  time.  Its  pt*escnt  proprietors  and 
editors  are  J.  I.  C.  Cook,  W.  II.  Cook  and  George  G.  Cook  —  the  latter  two 
sons  of  the  first-named.  The  firm  is  styled  Cook  &  Sons.  They  have  an 
ample,  well-furnished  printing-office,  and  execute  a  large  amount  of  business. 
There  was  at  one  time  a  short-lived  competitor  of  the  ** Journal"  establish- 
ment, with  an  office  and  paper.  Since  then  it  has  had  no  rival,  and  flourished 
alone.    It  is  published  weekly  at  two  dollars  per  annum. 
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The  town  has  been  surveyed  by  authority  several  times  since  its  incorpora- 
tion,  and  plans  duly  recorded.  The  first  published  map  was  elaborated 
Uy  Newell  Nelson  in  1829,  under  the  patronage  of  Pearley  Hunt,  Esq.,  who  bad 
some  hundreds  of  copies  lithographed.  This  was  .revised,  improved  and  re- 
published in  1843  by  Isaac  Davenport,  Esq.  One  or  two  more  recent 'ma^s 
have  been  executed  and  laid  before  the  public. .  Another  more  accurate  one  is 
needed,  and  will  probably  be  forthcoming. 

Five  directories  have  been  published  for  the  tonvenience  of  the  inhabitaols. 
The  first  was  prepared  and  issued  in  1856  by  A.  D.  Sargeant;  the  second  by 
CJi  C.  Drew  in  1869 ;  the  third  by  Greenough,  Jones  &  Co.  in  1872 ;  the 
fourth  by  the  same  company  in  1875;  and  the  fifth  by  Greenough  &  Ck).  in 
1878. 

Tiie  town  initiated  measures  and  commenced  making  appropriations,  two  or 
tkree  years  ago,  for  the  preparation  of  a  suitable  history,  to  bo  in  readiness  for 
publication  on  or  before  its  centenary  in  April,  1880.  It  confided  the  work  to 
the  author  of  this  sketch,  which  is  a  coiidensed  abstract  of  its  properly  historic 
contents^  It  will  contain  a  genealogical  register,  with  numerous  .biogiraphical 
notices,  not. herein  called  for.  It  is  in  process  of  completion,  and,  if  no  un- 
toward events  intervene^  will  be  ready  for  the  press  before  next  April.  It  will 
probably  be  a  volume  of  eight  hundred  pages,  fair-sized  oct&vo,  with  more  or 
less  attractive  illustrations.  In  hope  that  the  foregoing  will  answer  the  reason* 
able  expectations  of  all  parties  at  present  interested,  it  is  respectfully  submitted 
to  the  public. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


LOCATION  AND  TOFOGRAFHT  —  INCOCFORATIOX  AXD  GROWTH  —  ECCLESIASTICAL 

HISTORT. 

In  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Blackstonc,  and  on  the  adjacent  hills,  is  the 
thriving  town  of  Millbur}*,  distant  front  Worcester  six  miles,  and  from  Boston 
forty-fire.  Its  northern  boundary  forms  a  part  of  the  southern  limit  of 
Worcester ;  Auburn  and  Oxford  are  neighbors  on  the  west ;  Sutton,  its  parent, 
lie^  on  the  south-cast ;  and  Grafton  borders  it  on  the  east^ 

The  natural  sceuery  of  Millbury  is  well  diversified,  and  presents  many  pic- 
turesque features.  The  surface  is  irregular  and  hilly,  but  not  so  marked  in 
this  respect  as  that  of  adjoining  towns.  East  and  west,  the  land  rises  gradu- 
ally from  the  banks  of  the  Blackstono  to  eminences  of  considerable  height.  To 
one. looking  from  the  highlands  of  Worcester,  the  town  of  Millbury  appears  to 
lie  in  n  cradle  of  hills, —  to  bb  shut  in,  cast,  west  and  south,  by  natural  bul- 
warks of  protection,  and  further  progress  of  the  Blackstono  seems  impossible. 

\  No  town  has  a  more  abundant  or  better  improved  water-supply,  and  to  this 
is  due  the  fact  that  Millbury,  as  a  manuracturing  village,  has  few  equals  in 
the  county.  The  well-known  and  much-used  Blackstono  rises  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town,  in  what  is  c:illed  Kumshorn  P<md,  and  flows  northerly 
through  the  territory  of  the  adjoining  town  of  Auburn  into  that  of  Worcester, 
where  it  takes  an  easterly  course,  and,  again  turning,  is  joined  by  Mill  Brook, 
and  flows  southerly,  to  the  place  of  its  birth,  which  it  no  sooner  enters  than  i% 
begins  to  contend  with  various  turbines,  and  becomes  an  all-sufficient  motor.^ 
On  the  western  border  of  the  town  is  Singletary  Pond,  covering  about  six 
hundi-ed  acres.  The  greater  part  of  this  is  in  Sutton,  but  its  outlet,  called 
Singletary  stream,  flows  south-easterly  through  Millbury,  and,  liefore  joining 
the  Blackstone,  furnishes  power  for  several  large  mills.  Dorothea  Pond,  in 
the  eastern* part  of  the  town,  is  a  valuable  and  attractive  sheet  of  water.  On 
the  stream  flowing  from  it,  called  Dorothea  Pond  Brook,  which  also  joins  the 

faickstoney  various  mechanical  pursuits  are  in  progress. 
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The  commercial  centre  of  Millbury  is  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Blackstone, 
and  is  composed  of  Armory  and  Goodell  villages,  formerly  so  called.  The 
streets  are  wide*  and,  for  the  greater  part,  regularly  laid  out  and  well  shaded. 
Hero  are  all  the  church  edifices  save  one,  high  school,  bank,  post-office,  stores, 
manufactories  of  different  kinds,  railway  statipn^,  and  many  handsome  resi« 
donees.  One  mile  west  of  the  centre  is  Bramanville,  named  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Braman,  an  early  settler,  irregularly  built  on  the  rocks  and  in  the  steep  places 
along  the  course  of  Singlctary  stream.  The  upper  or  western  part  was  for- 
merly called  Singlctary  Village,  from  John  Singlctary,  whose  mill  was  the  first 
in  this  part  of  the  town  ;  and  the  lower  or  eastern  part  Burbankviile,  for  hero 
Gen.  Caleb  Burbank  built,  owned  and  operated  a  large  paper-mill.  The  rise 
and  growth  of  this  village  are  consequent  upon  the  occupation  of  the  different 
water-privileges  on  the  Singlctary.  It  contains  twelve  hundred  inhabitants.  The 
house  of  worehip  of  the  First  Congregational  Society  is  iu  this  part  of  the  town ; 
also  large  manufactories  of  cotton  and  woolen  fabrics,  stores  and  a  public  house. 

Further  west,  on  the  highlands,  is  West  Millbury,  early  named,  and  now 
often  called  "Grass  Hill, ''from  the  exceeding  richness  of  the  verdure.  Before 
the  town  was  settled,  owners  of  cattle^  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  came  to 
this  place  early  in  the  spring  to  burn  over  the  cleared  tracts,  that  there  might 
be  an  incfreased  gi*owth  of  grass  for  their  herds  driven  thither  later  in  the 
season.  There  is  a  post-office  here,  and  formerly  the  church-edifice  of  the 
West  Millbury  Congregational  Society  was  in  this  village ;  also,  earlier,  various 
mechanical  industries  received  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants,  but,  at  the 
present  day,  the  leading  pursuit  is  agricnlture,  to  the  prosecution  of  which  the 
lands  hereabouts  are  well  adapted.  Park  Hill  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town, 
and  Highland  Hill  to  the  south  of  it,  are  eligible  and  commanding  sights,  and 
the  dwellers  thereon  till  the  soil,  and  are  rewarded  by  plentiful  harvests. 

The  town  of  Millbury  had  its  origin  in  the  north  parish  of  Sutton.  In  1742, 
the  inhabitants  living  in  the  northern  part  of  Sutton  petitioned  the  General 
Court,  through  Capt.  Ilobert  Goddard,  Solomon  Holman,  and  Jeremiah  Buck- 
man,  to  be  erected  into  a  separate  precinct.  The  committee  appointed  by  the 
Grcneral  Court  to  visit  Sutton  and  view  the  premisies,  reported  in  favor  of  the 
separation,  and  on  Oct.  28,  1743,  the  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred 
in  by  the  Court,  and  the  northern  part  of  Sutton  was  known  as  the  North 
Parish  of  that  town.  The  first  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  i>arish 
was  held  at  Ih^  house  of  Richard  Singlctary,  which  stood  near  the  outlet  of 
Crooked,  now  Singlctary  Pond,  ou  Dec.  2G,  1743,  of  which  meeting  Capt. 
Timothy  Carter. was  moderator,  and,  of  the  parish,  Robert  Goddard  was 
chosen  clerk.  The  subsequent  meetings  of  the  parish  were  held  at  the  bouse 
of  Singlctary  nntil  May  30,  1746,  when  the  house  of  worship,  erected  on  what 
18  now  called  the  '"Old  Common,"  and  which  was  designed  to  be  the  centre  of 
the  town,  was  so  near  completion  that  meetings  of  the  {mrisb,  both  religious 
and  secular,  could  be  held  there. 
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Ou  June  3,  1813»  while  the  aecood  war  with  Euglaml  was  in  progress,  and 
after  much  opposition  and  sectional  strife;  the  North  Parish  of  Sutton  was 
incorporated  as  the  town  of  Millbury,  and  vested  with  all  the  powers,  privi* 
leges  and  immunities  enjoyed  by  any  town  in  the  Commonwealth.  The  bouu« 
daries  of  the  new  town  were  coincident  with  those  of  the  parish. 

The  call  for  the  first  town  meeting  was  addressed  to  Aarou  Pierce,  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  was  endorsed  by  Caleb  Burbank,  Samuel  Bisbee,  Azor  Phelps, 
Jacob  Chamberlain,  Solomon  Marble,  Asa  Waters,  W.  Jouathan  Trask,  Josiah 
S.  Prentice,  Simeon  Waters,  and  Stephen  Blanthard.  In  pursuance  of  this 
call,  the  inhabitants  of  Millbary  assembled  in  town  meeting  for  the  first  time, 
on  July  1,  1818,  and  elected  the  following  officers :  Moderator,  Azor  Phelp^ ; 
clerk,  Aaron  Pierce ;  selectmen,  Asa  Goodell,  Azor  Phelps,  Solomon  IS^Iarble, 
Bcubeu  Barton,  Jr.,  James  Greenwood ;  treasurer,  Samuel  Waters ;  assessors, 
Aaron  Pierce,  Simeon  Waters,  Jonathan  Orout;  collector  and  constable, 
Alfred  Hood ;  surveyors  of  highways,  Ainasa  Wood,  Curtis  Searls,  Jonathan 
Muzzy,  Moses  Brigham,  Jonas  Gale,  Samuel  Waters,  Josiah  S.  Prentice, 
Josiah  Brown,  Joel  Wesson;  tytbing-man,  Jonathan  Bichardson. 

At  the  time  Millbury  took  its  place  among  the  municipalities  of  the 
Commonwealth  it  contained  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  families,  and '  a 
population  of  less  than  five  hundred.  At  what  is  now  the  centre  of  the  town 
there  were,  at  its  iucoq^oration,  only  twelve  or  thirteen  houses,  seven  or  eight 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Blackstone,  along  the  County  Boad,  now  the  Main 
Street,  and  three  or  fouf  on  the  west  side,  below  or  south  of  Singletary  stream. 
'  The  only  mills  on  the  Blackstono  in  operation  then  were  the  Old  Armory  and 
a  grist-mill  a  few  rods  south  of  it.  On  Singletary  stream  there  were  manu- 
factories of  different  kinds,  of  which  an  account  will  be  given  elsewhere. 

During  the  ten  years  that  followed  incorporation  the  town  changed  very 
little,  either  with  respect  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  or  commercial  enter- 
prise. In  1824  the  prospect  of  better  communication  with  the  seaboard  by 
means  of  the  Blackstone  Canal  caused  the  erection  of  new  buildings  and  the 
making  of  improvements.  The  canal  was  opened  to  the  public  in  Millbury  in 
1828,  and  the  first  boat  passed  through  on  October  6  of  that  year.  Although 
much  was  expected  of  this  new  enterprise,  little  was  realized,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Millbury,  and  possibly  those  of  other  towns  who  were 
financially  interested  in  the  canal  scheme,  had  cause  to  wish  that  it  had 
remained  dormant  in  the  minds  of  those  who  projected  it.~ 

The  era  of  growth  and  increase,  however,  had  begun,  and  with  or  without 
the  aid  of  canals,  the  town  of  ISIillbury  was  destined  to  become  what  it  has. 
The  activity  begun  in  1824  was  contibubd  until  1830,  when  it  received  new 
impetus,  and  between  that  time  and  1840,  during  which  a  branch  of  the  Boston 
and  Worcester  Bailroad  was  opened  to  the  town,  the  grcatei^  number  of  the 
^mills  now  in  operation,  and  some  that  are  not,  were  built.  Again,  itk  1846, 
when  the  Providence  ^and  Worcester  Railroad  Company  began  operations. 
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greater  energy  was  infusecl  into  the  spirit  of  improvement  and  en1crpri30,,and 
from  that  time  to  tlio  present  Milllmry  has  gradually  advanced  until  it  has 

.  become  one  of  the  larger  manufacturing  communilics  in  Worcester  County. 
•  .    As  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  Millbnry  began  prior  to  the  date  of  its  incor- 
poration as  a  town,  and  as  it  was  for  several  years  thereafter  connected  with  its 

•  civil  Jiistory,  its  place  is  here. 

On  Dec.  13,  1744,  twenty  persons  asked  to  bo  dismissed  from  the  mother 
church  in  Sutton.  This  was. granted,  but  as  these  persons  did  not  within  the 
year  following  form  themselves  into  a  distinct  society,  the  Sutton  c;)iurch 
called  them  to  an  account,  fearing  that  they  were  walking  disorderly^  and 
required  them  to  renew  their  covenant.  On  Jan.  17,  1745,  a  meeting  was 
held  'Ho  seek  earnestly  to  God  for  direction  in  calling  and  settling  n  Gospel 
minister  in  the  parish,"  and  on  March  IG,  1747,  a  call  was  given  James 
Wellroan.  It  was  voted  to  give  him,  **as  an  encouragement  to  settle  ampng 
118,  £500  in  old  tenor,  as  a  settlement,  and  £250  of  like  tenor  as  a  yearly 
salary.''  The  call  and  terms  mot  the  approval  and  acceptance  of  Mr.  Wellman. 
The  complete  organization  of  the  church  was  not  effected  until  Sept.  10,  1747, 
when,  as  the  records  of  the  Sutton  church  show,  fidy-^even  persona  .were 
dismissed .  to  form  the  Second  Church  in  Sutton,  now  the  First  Church  in  Mill- 
bury.  The  new  society  adopted  the  Cambridge  Platform  for  its  confession 
of  .faith,,  its  covenant,  and  rules  of  church  government.  ,  This  .pl.itfovm 
admitted  ruling  elders  as  a  distinct  class  of  church  officers.  This  church, 
kpwever,  was  never  Presbyterian.  For  many  yeara  it  had  its  ruling  elders, 
but  has  always  adhered  to  the  ^  pure  and  unmixed  idea  of  a  Congregational 
church,  that  equality  and  disciplinary  power  are  inherent  in  its  members." 
Mr.  Wellman,  the  first  pastor,  was  ordained  on  Oct.  7,  1747,  and  remained 
fourteen  3*ears.  At  the  conclusion  of  .his  farewell  address  **  he  dismissed  ye 
church  with  a  blessing  (not  ye  blessing  whearwith  Moses  ye  man  of  God 
blessed  the  children  of  Israel)  but  something  like  it."  Mr.  Wellman  was 
considered  as  one  well  instructed  in  the  mysteries  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven, 
and  as  having  adorned,  not  forfeited  his  ministerial  character. 

The  second  pastor  of  this  church,  Ebcnezer  Chaplin,  was  ordained  on'Nov. 
14,  1764.  On  Feb.  4,  1768,  it  was  voted  "to  sing  one  of  Dr.  Watts*  hymns 
at  ye  communion,  if  it  would  not  be  grievous  to  any  of  the  bretheren.''  On 
Fob.  28,.  1779,  a  vote  was  passed  to  the  effect  that  all  youth  under  the  authority 
of  parents  and  masters  of  the  congregation  should  be  catechised  four  titnes  a 
year  by  the  pastor. 

The  parish  began  to  build  its  house  of  worship  early  in  the  year  1744,  but  it 
was  not  completed    for  several  years.      This  edifice  stood   upon  the  **  old 

^  common,"  called  by  some  of  the  inhabitants  '*  Mount  Zion,  whither  the  tribes 
went  up  to  worship."  The  old  common  is  a  mile  and  a  half  north-west  of  th« 
present  business  centre,  and  town  affairs  were  transacted  there  until  1836. 
This  church  buikliog  had  neither  belfry  nor  steeple,  and,  from  its  resemblance 
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to  a  barn,  was  called  the  ^Lord's  Barn."  The  erection  of  a  second  church 
edifice  was  1>egun  in  1802.  Irs  dimensions  were  fifty  by  fifly-two  feet,  and  its 
site  was  that  of  the  former  structure,  which  was  moved  a  few  rods  and 
converted  into  a  public  house.  The  new  edifice  was  dedicated  on  Nov.  27, 
1804.  As  early  as  1832  it  was  proposed  to  remove  the  church  to  Bramanvilie, 
where  it  now  stands.  This  caused  a  division  in  the  society,  and  the  matter 
was  left  to  the  decision  of  referees,  who  decided  that  all  would  lie  benefited  by 
its  removal,  but  that  **on]y  those  who  favored  the  change  should  pay  the  expence.'' 
Accordingly',  in  the  fall  of  1835  the  structure  was  demolished  and  rebuilt, 
and  rc-dcdicated  on  Jan.  14, 1836.  In  18G6  the  edifice  was  remodeled  as  to  its 
interior,  and  dcdioated  again  on  March  11,  18G6.  Pastors:  James  Wellman, 
t)rdaincd  on  Oct.  7,  1747,  dismissed  on  July  22,  17G0;  Ebenezer  Chnplin, 
ordained  on  Nov.  14,  17G4,  dismissed  on  March  22,  1792;  Joseph  Gofle, 
ordained  on  Sept.  10,  1704,  dismissed  on  Dec.  9,  1830;  Osgood  Herrick, 
ordained  on  Dec.  9,  1830,  died  on  March  IG,  1837 ;  Nathaniel  Beach,  ordained 
ou  Nov:  22,  1837,  dismissed  on  May  11, 1857  ;  Edmuud  Y.  Garrctte,  installed 
on  Sept.  30,  1857,  dismissed  on  Nov.  3,  1869.  George  A.  Putnam,  the 
present  pastor,  begun  bis  service  on  April  11,  1872.  ^ 

The  iSecoud  Congregational  Church,  an  ofispring  of  the  first  church,  ivas 
oi^uized  ou  Aug.  23,  1827,  as  the  "First  Presbyterian  Church  in  Millbury.** 
At  a  church  meeting  held  on  July  5,  1827,  a  petition,  signed  by  forty 
members  of  the  mother  church,  was  presented,  asking  to  be  dismissed 
for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Presbyterian  church  id  that  part  of  the  town 
known  us  Armory  Village' —  the  present  centre.  The  petition  was  granted 
And  the  church  formed.  The  Presbyterian  polity  was  chosen  to  avoid 
the  supposed  difficulty  of  calling  a  council  which  would  recommend  the 
ineliluting  of  ani)ther  Congregational  church  in  the  town.  Seven  years  after, 
in  1834,  this  society  changed  its  polity  and  name,  and  hhs  since  been  known  as 
the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Millbury.  The  house  of  worship  was 
built  in  1828.  lii  1862  a  parsonage  was  secured,  and  occupied  in  September  of 
the  same  year.  Pastors:  George  W.  Campbell,  installed  on  Jan.  13,  1830, 
dismissed  in  1833 ;  William  A.  Larned,  afterwards  professor  in  Yale  College, 
ordained  on  May  7,  1834,  dismissed  on  Oct.  19,  1835 ;  Samuel  G.  Buck- 
ingham, D.D.,  ordained  on  May  24,  1837,  dismissed  on  May  3,  1847; 
Leverett  Griggs,  D.D.,  installed  on  Sept.  22,  1847,  dismissed  on  Jan.  9, 
1856 ;  Lewis  Jessup,  installed  on  April  24,  1856,  dismissed  on  March  29, 
1860;  Charles  H.  Pcirce,  installed  on  Oct.  22,  1862,  died  on  Oct.  5,  1865^ 
Stacy  Fowler,  installed  on  Dec.  6,  1866,  dismissed  in  February,  1878;  J.  L. 
Ewell,  the  present  pastor,  was  installed  on  April  16,  1878.  •   ' 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Millbury  had  its  origin  in  1822,  when 
the  first  class  was  formed  by  William  Archer,  a  local  preacher  from  England, 
who  dwelt  here.  This  class  was  connected  with  the  Northbridgo  and  Milford 
circuit,  and,  although  not  permanent,  was  served  and  nourished  by  the  clergy- 
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men  who  traveled  on  this  circuit.  In  March,  1833,  a  parish  organization  was 
cffectcJ,  and  in  1840  the  present  house  of  worship  was  erected.  Pastors: 
Merritt  P.  Alderman,  ltf33 ;  Thomas  W.  Tudvcr,  183G;  Warehara  L.  Camp- 
bell, 1837;  William  P.  White,  1840;  Lorenzo  R.  Thayer,  1841 ;  John  Koper, 
1842;  E.  W.  Jackson,  1843;  Phineas  Crandall,  1844  ;  John  F.  Pettcc,  1845; 
iGcorgo  W.  Bates,  1847 ;  Charles  W,  Ainsworth,  1848 ;  William  A.  Braman, 
1850;  Willard  Smith,  1852;  John  Rickets,  1854;  Ichabod  Marcy,  1855;  B, 
F.  Green,  M.  D.,  1857;  Joseph  Scolt,  1859;  Solomon  Chapin,  18G1 ;  Daniel 
Atkias,  18G2;  N.  II.  Martin,  1861;  Edwin  S.  Snow,  18GC;  T.  B.  Treadwcll, 
1869;  S.  A.  Fuller.  1870;  W.  R.  Tisdale,  1871;  William  A.Pentecost,  A. 
O,  Hamilton,  W.  A.  Hatch.     The  present  pastor  is  F.  T.  George. 

The  Baptist  Church  iniMiUbury  was  formed  on  Dec.  16,  183G,  at  the  bouse 
of  Abijah  Gleasou  in  West  Millbur^'.  For  a  year  or  more  services  were  held 
**fi*om  house  to  house,"  and  subsequently  in  the  house  of  the  West  Millbury 
CoDgrQgational  Society.  In  1841  the  Baptists  removed  to  Armory  Village, 
and  for  nearly  twenty-live  years  occupied  the  Academy  building.  A  bouse  of 
worship  was  erected  in  18G4,  and  dedicated  on  March  22,  1865.  Pastors: 
Ilervey  Fitts,  1841  to  1843;  James  Upham,  1843  to  1845;  S.  J.  Bronson, 
1846  to  1853 ;  C.  T.  Tucker,  1854  to  1857 ;  S.  A.  Thomas,  1858  tq  1861 ;  C. 
F.  Nicholson,  1862  to  1864;  Jonathan  E.  Brown,  1864  to  1868;  C.  A. 
Skinner,  1869  to  1870;  S.  J.  Bronson,  1870  to  1874;  G.  B.  Gow,  1874  to 
the  present  time.  ' 

The  Congregational  Church  in  West  Millbury  was  organized  on  May  23; 
1837.  Some  of  the  inhabitants,  members  of  the  First  Church,  living  in  tbo 
-western  part  of  the  town,  ** displeased  with  the  pulling  down  of  the  house  of 
God,  that  bad  been  ccmsecrated  to  the  service  of  the  Redeemer's  kingdom, 
thus  rendering  desolate  the  sacred  spot  where  their  fathers  had  worshipped,** 
-withdrew  from  the  parent  church,  and,  by  a  council  called  for  the  purpose, 
organized  the  West  Alillbury  Congregational  Society.  Twenty-nine .  members 
were  received  from  the  older  church,  and  sixteen  on  profession  of  faith.  This 
church  ^vas  under  the  ministerial  care  of  Caleb  B.  Elliot  for  two  years  after 
organization,  and  on  July  8,  1840,  Sidney  Ilolman,  the  first  and  last  settled 
pastor,  was  installed,  and  remained  till  June  II,  1851.  This  society  disbanded 
on  Dee.  28,  1857. 

A  Catholic  church  was  erected  in  Millbury  in  1850.  Prior  to  that,  services 
were  held  in  the  town  hall.  James  Fitton  of  Worcester  was  the  first  minister, 
and  was  succeeded  by  Matthew  Gibson,  A.  L'Eveque,  E.  J.  Sheridan,  and 
J.  J.  Power.  Iq  1869,  this  mission  was  made  a  separate  parish,  and  M.  J. 
Dohcrty,  the  present  head,  placed  in  charge. 

TOL.  IL^4 
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GHAFIES  n. 

MAMLT  HAXUTACTimES    AND    PRESENT    INDUSTRIES  —  IMPEOyEMENT   OF   FBIVl- 

LEGES  ON  THE  BLACKSTONE  AND  8INGLETART. 

The  toirn  of  MillbQiy,  as  its  namo  s^ifies,  is  a  borough  of  mills.  At  its 
incorporation  9  some  of  the  privileges  on  the  Qiackstone  and  Singletary  were 
improved ;  but  the  founders  of  the  town  must  have  foreseen  that  the  mune 
would  be  more  appropriate  later  iu  its  history. 

Horace  Waters,  the  oldest  manufacturer  now  living  iu  Millbury,  was  bom 
Aug.  28y  1799.  Remaining  at  home  during  his  minority,  he  assisted  his  father, 
Samuel  Waters,  in  buiFding  the  oldest  factory  now  standing  in  town,  save  one, 
known  as  the  Cordis  Mills.*  In  1831,  ho  became  connected  with  the  firm  of 
Waters  &  Goodell  in  the  manufacture  of  broadcloths.  This  firm  was  among 
the  first  to  make  broadcloths,  and  produced  some  of  the  finest  goods  made  in 
the  country  under  difficulties  which  are  now  happily  unknoir n.  Long  journeys 
were  necessary  in  order  to  purchase  wool  from  sectious  where  as  yet  the  whis- 
tle of  the  locomotive  or  the  click  of  the  telegraph  had  never  been  heard,  and 
where  the  only  means  of  transportation  was  by  horses  and  oxen.  .In  those 
days,  the  dyer  was  obliged  to  cut  his  own  woods,  and  the  mechanic  h:id  not 
only  to  build  hi:5  own  machinery,  but,  like  the  Yankee  boy,  **make  the  machine 
which  makes  it.''  Hostile  legislation  in  the  year  1842  checked  the  production 
of  this  class  of  goods  in  this  country,  which  has  never  been  revived  to  any 
extent.  In  1849,  the  firm  of  Waters  &  Goodell  was  dissolved,  and  in  1856 
Mr.  Waters  became  associated  with  the  late  Hon.  Hosea  Crane,  forming  the 
firm  of  Cran6  &  Waters,  of  which  ho  is  now  the  senior  partner.  In  this  con- 
inection,  he  has  had  a  successful  business  career  of  twenty-three  years  in  the 
manufacture  of  knJt-goods  in  the  same  mill  formerly  occupied  by  Waters  & 
Goodell,  in  which  place  be  has  now  been  in  active  business  nearly  a  half  cen- 
tury, with  little  interruption.  At  difierent  times  during  this  long  life,  ho  has 
*been  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with  many  of  the  other  mills  iu  towq, 
<and  has  held  w\ny  pkces  of  trust  and  responsibility,  having  well  earned  tho 
respect  and  esteem  iu  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-townsmen  and  business 
.acquaintance. 

The  first  mill  in  what  is  now  the  territory  of  Millbury  was  built  on  Single- 
tary  stream,  near  tho  outlet  of  Crooked  Pond,  now  called  Singlctary  Pond,  on 
the  site  of  the  Wheeler  Cotton.  Mills,  by  John  Singletary,  about  tho  year 
1720,  who  bought  the  land  of  EbcuczerDaprgctt,  to  whom  it  was  given  on  con- 
dition that  he  should  **keep  a  grist-mill  for  tho  use  of  the ,  town.*^  A  saw-mill 
was  added,  and.  the  two  were  in  operation  many  years  after  the.  Revolution. 

^  The  armory  bnilding  of  Asa  Waters,  now  nscd  as  a  woolen  factory,  was  built  in  1808,  some 
ttn  or  twelve  years  bofore  the  Cordis  3Iill,  roforred  to.  ,  [ 
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On  tbo  site  of  these  mills  was  erected  a  woolen-factory  operated  by  the  SiQ« 
gletary  Manufacturing  Company,  and  afterwards  by  Frank  and  Henry  Tenoey 
and  Dea.  Mills.  They  were  succeeded  by  Randall  &  Ilolmau,  they  by 
Jenks  &  Farnum,  and  they  by  Farnum  &  Wheeler.  J.  D.  Wheeler  then 
became  sole  owner,  and  in  1867  the  present  company  was  incorporated  as  the 
•'Wheeler  Cotton  Mills.*'  Four  thousand  spindles  and  sixty  operatives  are 
employed,  and  ninety-five  thousand  yards  of  sheeting  a  month  arc  produced. 

In  this  village,  formerly  called  Siugletary  Village,  was  a  scythe-shop  qwped 
hy  Samuel  Marble,  who  operated  a  similar  manufactory  on  the  site  of  .the 
present  Brierly  Mills.  Afterwards,  a  woolen  and  cotton  mill  was  built  and 
operated  by  Woodard  &  Gorton.  They  were  succeeded  by  Jonathan  A.  Pope, 
and'  ho  was  followed  by  James  Brierly  &  Co.  Mr.  Pope  was  again  in 
possession,  and  after  him  came  Emerson  &  Brierly.  Crane  &  Waters  are  the 
present  owners,  but  not  operators.  Yarn  is  now  made'  in  this  mill,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  per  month  are  produced.  Below,  on  ^e 
same  stream, — the  Singletary,  —  is  a  woolcn-mill  owned  and  operated  by  M.  A. 
Lapham  of  Worcester.  This  mill  occupies  the  site  of  the  paper-milt  of  Aby^ih 
Burbank,  which  was  in  operation  in  1777.  Its  erection  was  suggested  hy  the 
following  resolution  passed  in  convention  of  the  committees  of  correspondenoe 
and  delegates  from  the  towns  in  Worcester  County :  — 

^*  Eesol^dj  That  the  erection  of  a  paper-mill  in  this  county  would  be  of  great  public 
advantage,  and,  if  any- person  or  persons  will  undertake  the  erection  of  such  a  mill  and 
the  manufacture  of  paper,  that  it  be  recommended  to  the  people  of  the  county  to 
encourage  the  undertaking  by  generoua  contributions  and  subscriptions.''  ,. 

This  convention  was  held  on  Aug.  9, 1774,  and  adjourned  from  time  to  time, 
holding  it  last  meeting  on  May  31,  1775. 

This  was  the  first  paper-mill  in  the  county,  and  the  fourth  or  fifth  in  Massa* 
chusetts.  Its  capacity  was  thirty  roams  d  week,  and  the  niill  was  the  main 
dependence  of  printing-ofiSices  in  Worcester  County,  particularly  that  of 
Isaiah  Thomas  in  Worcester.  Abijah  Burbank  was*  succeeded  by  his  son, 
afterwards  called  iGen.  Caleb  Burbank,  who  improved  the  property  and 
increased  the  production  of  the  mill.  At  one  time,  Uen.  Burbank  was  one  df 
the  more  influential  as  well  as  one  of  the  wealthier  manufacturers  in  Worcester 
County.  He  published  the  various  kinds  of  school-books  then  in  use,  Watts^ 
and  other  hymn  and  tune  books.  The  old  pii{)er-mill  was  in  operation  until 
1864,'  when  the  property  was  sold  to  the  present  owner  by  F.  H.  Richmond,  and 
new  buildings  erected,  which  were  burned  in  1876,  and  immediately  rebuilt. 

A  short  distance  below  the  Lapham  Alill  is  what  is  known  as  the  Emerson 
Mill,  built  by  Braman  &  Benedict.  On  the  site  of  this  mill  was  formerly  a 
clothier's  f.ictory,  where  cloth  made  by  hand  was  dressed,  operated  by  Simoon 
Waters.  Jonathan  A.  Pope  was  at  one  time  interested  in  the  present  mill. 
After  Pope  pame  Smith  &  Pratt,  and  they  were  followed  by  Emerson  & 
Brierly,  the  Braman  Cotton  Mill  Company »  and  by  the.  present  owners,  J.  M. 
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Mason  &  Co.  of  ProTideocc,  R.  I.    This  mill  has  not  been  in  operation  for 
several  yenra. 

Below  the  Emerson  mill  was  formerlj  a  liaseed  oil  factory  in  actire  operation 
sovenil  years  ago.  Below  the  site  of  this  is  the  large  and  handsome  mill* 
structure  of  Nelson  Waliiug.  A  machine-shop  built  and  operated  by  John 
Leiand  in  1836  occupied  the  site  of  this  mill.  The  property  came  into  the 
pjssession  of  the  Oxford  Bank  in  1853,  and  in  1854  the  present  owner  pur« 
chased  it.  Enlargement  and  improvement  have  made  this  the  best  and  largest 
milt  on  the  Singlotary  stream.  It  contains  seven  sets  of  forty-eight  inch 
ctirds ;  one  hundred  and  fifteen  operatives  are  employed,  and  the  annual  prod- 
uct 6f  fancy  cassimeres  amounts  to  three  hundred  and  twenty  thousand 
yards. 

Below  the  Walling  manufat^tory  is  the  hosiery-mill  of  Crane  &  Waters. 
The  dam  and  a  small  mill  on  this  site  were  built  by  the  Longley  Brothers  in 
1825«  who,  however,  did  not  complete  the  work.  Waters  &  Goodell  were 
owners  in  1831.  In  1844,  Horace  Waters  was  added  to  the  firm,  and  in  1849 
Hoseu  Crane,  and  the  firm-ntime  is  now  Crane  &  Waters.  Ten  sets  of  cards  are 
in  use-  in  this  mill,  one  hundred  and  fifty  workmen  are  employed,  and  goods 
▼iilued  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  are  produced  annually.  The 
mill  has  been  much  enlarged  and  improved. 

Next  below  the  last-uamod  privilege  is  the  Rhodes  Mill,  owned  and  operated 
by  John  Rhodes.  Thiis  mill  was  built  in  1828  by  Samuel  Waters,  who,  with 
others,  supplied  it  with  cotton  machinery  and  made  thread.  Afterwards 
Jonathan  A.  Pope  occupied  it  for  a  manufactory  of  print  goods.  A.  J.  Hovcy 
was  the  next  operator ;  and  between  1845  and  1850,  Rhodes  &  SIcrry  were 
proprietors.  *  Two  thousand  three  hundred  spindles  are  in  use,  thirty  opera- 
tives are  employed,  and  scveutccu  thousand  pounds  of  cotton  warp  are  pro- 
duced monthly.  The  foregoing  comprise  all  the  privileges  occupied  on  the 
Siiiglctary  stfcam.  The  old  powder-mill  and  the  gun  factories,  formerly  on 
tbe  Singlctary,  and  the  armory  on  the  Blackstono  will  be  noticed  elsewhere. 

The  first  mill-site  on  the  Blackstono,  iir  Millbury,  is  that  of  the  Burling 
Mills,  situated  in  the  northern  ptirt  of  the  town  on  the  old  Blackstono  Canal. 
At  the  abandonment  of  the  canal  scheme,  Asa  Waters  secured  the  privilege 
and  built  the  dam.  Michael  Cougan  built  a  part  of  the  present  mill  in  1850, 
and  for  a  short  time  was  operator.  II.  II.  Chaml)erlin  was  associated  with 
Coiigau  and  afterwards  the  firm*namc  was  Chamberlin  &  Co.  The  property 
is  bow  owned  and  operated  by  W.  II.  Harrington  of  Worcester.  Previous' to 
1864  the  mill  contained  four  sets  of  machinery.  Eight  sets  are  now  iti  opera- 
tion, one  hundred  and  fifty  operatives  are  employed,  and  eighteen  thousand 
yards  of  French  beaver-cloth  produced  monthly. 

S6uth  of  the  Burling  Mills  on  the  Blackstono  are  the  sash  and  blind  works  of 
C.  D.  Morse.  This  privilege  was  founded  by  Asa  Waters  tind  has  furnished 
power  for  various  manufactories.     The  present  owner  and  opcratoi*,  C.  D.* 
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Mor«o,  employs  forty-five  workmen,  and  the  product  amounts  to  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars  annually. 

Just  below  the  confluence  of  the  Singletary  and  Bhickstone,  near  th^  centre 
of  the  town,  on  the  site  of  the  armory  building,  arc  the  Atlanta  Mills,  owned 
and  operated  by  William  H.  Harrington  &  Co.  Four  sets  of  machinery  are  in 
use,  fifty  operatives  are  employed,  and  the  product  is  fiftqcn  thousand  yards. of 
woolen  cloth  per  month.  Immediately  below  the  Atlanta  Mills  are  the  Millbaty 
cotton-mills,  owned  and  operated  by  Benjamin  Flagg.  This  mill  was  built  in 
1847,  by  Asa  II.  Waters  &  Co.,  and  occupies  the  site  of  a  grist-mill  erected  in 
about  the  year  1800.  The  present  owner  came  into  possession  in  18C7.  The 
operatives  in  this  mill  nymber  one  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  thiity  thoussmd 
yards  of  print  cloths  made  per  week. 

Further  down  on  the  Blackstone  is  the  Cordis  Mill.  The  dam  and  canals 
were  built  by  Asa  Waters,  who,  in  1821,  by  deed,  dated  Nov.  26,  convoyed  the 
privilege  to  Asa,  Orra  and  John  Goodell.  Near  the  present  mill  on  the  site  of 
the  dye-house  was,  previous  to  1820,  a  rolling-miII»  in  which  nails  without 
heads  were  made. 

The  Goodells  were  known  as  the  Goodell  Manufacturing  Company,  and  lyith 
the  assistance  of  Brown  &  Tileston,  erected  a  part  of  tho  p?tesciit<  mill  ^nd 
made  broadcloth.  They  wero  succeeded  by  the  Brown  Manufacturinti:  Coq^« 
pany.  The  Cordis  Company  was  in  possession  till  1864,  when  John  S,  Wright, 
John  II.  Wright  and  Eben  Wright  l>ecame  owners.  In  July,  1875,  tho  present 
company  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the  "Cordis  Mills.*'  This  mill 
is  a  fine  brick  structure  and  the  largest  in  Millbury.  It  contains  six  thousand 
five  hundred  spindles ;  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  operatives  are  employed* 
and  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  yards  of  ticking  are  produced  per 
month.  ^ 

The  next  and  last  privilege  on  the  Blackstone  in  Millbury  is  occupied  by. 
Peter  Simpson's  satinet-mill.     This  was  built,  1830,  by  Shopard  &  Ridgcway. 
Park  &  Wright  were  owners  at  one  time ;  as  were  also„  later,  Wood  &  Ray,  and 
Merriam  &  Simpson.     Forty-five  hundred  yards  are  made  a  month,  and  seven* 
ty  five  operatives  are  employed. 

On  the  stream  from  Dorothea  Pond,  is  the  edge-tool  manufactory  of  Buck 
Brothers.  This  industry  was  established  in  the  city  of  Worcester  in  1853, 
and  removed  to  Millburj'  in  1864.  In  1868,  the  present  factorj'  building,— 
tho  finest  structure  in  town, — was  erected.  The  company  make  chisels >and 
various  other  edge-tools,  and  have  won  a  world-wide  reputation.  Fifty  vor^« 
men  are  employed,  and  the  annual  product  of  this  industry  is  valued  at  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

Other  industries,  less  in  extent,  occupy  the  attention  of  many  of  the  inhabi- 
tants. There  is  a  smelting  furnace,  a  carringo  nmnufactory,  one  of  boxen  and 
one  of  whips.  Sc^mo  of  tho  cftrlier  settlers  have  continued  to  the  present  time» 
the  business  begun  soon  after  tho  incorporation  of  the  town.    Nathaniel  God« 
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dard  began  the  mimufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  in  1819,  has  since  boen  engaged 
in  some  branch  of  that  industry »  and  with  his  son,  Ira  N.  Goddard«  still  con- 
tinues the  bjosiness  at  or  near  the  place  where  it  was  be^n  sixty  years  ago. 

In  1837  the  total  products  of  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods, 
gnns»  scythes,  paper,  boots  and  shoes,  and  other  articles  were  valued  jit  half  a 
million  dollars.  In  1870  the  value  of  the  town's  production  was  two  and  a  half 
million  dollars,  exclusive  of  agriculture.  Including  the  products  of  the  latter, 
the  total  in  1875  was  valued  at  about  two  million  dollars. 


CHAPTER  m. 
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The  manufacture  of  small-arms,  such  as  muskets,  rifles  and  pistols,  was  for 
many  years  a  prominent  and  leading  interest  in  Millbury.  It  was  begun  long 
befote  the  national  armories  were  projected,  and  some  years  even  before 
Samuel  Slater  had  started  in  this  same  valley  of  the  Blackstone  his  famous 
oolton-spinniug  frame. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  guns  were  at  once  of  prime 
il^oessity.  They  could  not  be  imptirted,  and  mechanics,  especially  gun-makers, 
were  scarce.  Among  the  first  settlers  of  this  town  was  a.  large  fiimily  by  the 
name  of  Waters,  whose  progenitor,  Bichard  Waters,  was^  by  profession  a  gun- 
maker  when  he  emigrated  from  England  to  Salem  in  1632.  Gun-making 
became  hereditary  in  the  family  line.  Two  of  his. descendants  in  this  town, 
Asa  and  Andrus,  brothers,  inherited  the  mechanical  genius  or  skill  requisite  in 
this  business.  Guns  were  wrought  out  in  that  day,  even  in  England,  mostly 
if  hot  wholly  by  hand  power ;  a  very  laborious  and  expensive  process.  These 
brothers  conceived  the  idea  of  bringing  wntcr-power  to  their  aid,  and  built  a 
gun-factory  on  the  Singletary,  upon  a  site  next  below  the  present  mill  of 
Crane  &  Waters.  This  is  believed  to  be  the  first  instance  on  record  where 
water-power  was  brought  to  the  aid  of  hand-power  in  the  manufacture  of  guns; 
It  is  certainly  true  that  gun-barrels  were  then  welded  in  England  entirely  by 
hand,  and  so  continued  to  be  until  the  next  generation  of  this  family,-  when 
Asa  Waters,  2d,  invented  a  process  of  welding  them  under  trip-hammers  by 
motive-power. 

These  brothers  discovered  thus  early -^  what  is  true  to-day  —  that  the  i)est 
iron  for  gun-barrels  lay  in  iho  mines  of  Salisbury,  Conn.  They  bought  it 
theve  in  pigs ;  bad  it  xrarted  through  the  forests  to  a  forge  in  Douglas,  where  it 
was  converted  into  refined  iron,  and  thence  was  carted  to  their  factory  in  North 
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Sattou  (now  Millbury),  where  it  was  wrought  into  the  various  parts  of  the 

gun.     It  is  a  tradition  that  this  factory  received  the  patronage  and  aid  of  the 

State.     It  is   certainly  known   that  the   State  ^i-ected   a  large  poWder-mrll 

on  the  site  next  above  —  wliich  was  the  one  referred  to  in  the  following: 
resolve :  — 

"  AlASSAcnusETTS  CouKCiL,  Oct.  18,  1776.  —  Resolved,  That  the  further  kam  bf 
two  hundred  pounds  be  paid  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  State  to  carry  on  the  buiIdiDg 
of  the  powder-mill  at  Sutton.'' 

This  mill  was  run  by  water-power,  and  was  put  in  charge  of  Asa  Waters,  who 
-was  often  heard  to  say  that  there  was  hardly  a  barn  in  Worcester  County  under 
Tvhich  he  had  not  bent  his  back  to  scrape  up  saltpetre. 

After  the  war  was  over,  the  factory  waaconvci1;ed  into  a  scythe-shop,  and  the 
powder-mill  sold  at  auction. 

In  1808  Congress  having  established  two  public  armories  for  the  nation,  one 
nt  Springfield  and  one  ot  Harper's  Ferry,  proceeded  to  establish  six  ''private 
armories  to  furnish  arms  to  the  sepanite  States.!' 

They  enacted  a  standing  law  requiring  the  annual  payment  from  the  United 
States  Treasury  of  $200,000  for  this  purpose.  The  war  department  selecftcd 
six  of  the  most  distinguished  mechanics  for  this  business,  as  follows:  /Asa 
Waters  of  Sutton  (now  Millbury),  Lemuel  Pomroy  of  Pittsfield,  North  & 
Starr  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  Eli  Whitney  of  New  Haven,  and  Derringer  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  issued  to  them  contracts  for  a  term  of  years,  and 
renewed  them  from  time  to  time. 

In  that  same  year  of  1808,  Asa  Waters,  2d,  and  Elijah,  his  brother,  buUt 
upon  the  Blackstone,  it  being  the  first  privilege  below  the  mouth  of  the  Single- 
tary,  and  having  greater  power,  the  armory  building,  which  still  remains  there, 
and  gave  to  the  village  it?  name.  It  was  in  active  operation  during  the  wat 
with  England  in  1812,  and  its  business  largely  increased  by  the  manufacture  of 
scythes,  saw-mill  saws,  bar-iron,  cast-steel,  and  various  articles  which  could  not 
be  imported.  - 

Deacon  Elijah  Waters  died  in  1814,  much  lamented.  lie  left  a  large  family 
of  children,  among  whom  was  the  ingenious  inventor  and  eminent  expert  in 
patent  cases,  HeiTcy  Waters  of  Boston.  * 

Asa  Waters  continued  to  prosecute  the  business  until  his  death  in  1841,  when 
he  left  an  unexpired  contract  of  four  years  to  run. 

The  war  department  was  liberal  in  its  contracts  to  him  in  consideration  of 
the  various  improvements  he  introduced,  among  which  was  a  process  for  weld- 
ing the  guui-barrel  by  motive-power  instead  of  hand-power,  doing  the  work 
much  quicker,  cheaper  and  better.  It  was  adopted  in  all  the  armories  in  this 
country,  and  by  many  in  Europe,  and  has  been  in  Cimtinued  use  since.  Ilia 
patent  is  dated  Oct.  25,  1817^  tad  his  claim  to  originality  was  never  disputed. 
Its  worth  to  the  country  has  probably  been  far  greater  than  the  whole  amount 
paid  him  oa  hm  contracts. 


112  TOWN  OF  MILLBURY. 

Tho  English  metbod  of  griiuling  down  tho  barrels  before  a  revolving  slone 
was  found  to  leave  the  metal  of  unequal  thickue^  around  the  calibre*  and  this 
maide  them  liable  to  explode.  Various  iuventions  were  made  by  the  contr^tors 
to  turn  them  in  a  lathe.  Mr.  Waters  invented  one  (patented  Dec.  19,  1818) 
in  which  he  succeeded  so  far  as  the  barrel  was  round,  but  tf)  turn  the  irreinilar 
shape  of  the  butt,  baffled  all  his  efTorts,  and  the  efforts  of  the  most  ingenious 
mechanics  in  all  tho  armories  as  well. 

At  length,  in  sheer  desperation,  having  heard  of  n  young  man  living  in  a 
border  farming-district  who  had  exhibited  some  genius  for  mechanics,  ho  sent 
for  him  to  come  to  bis  armory..  When  he  came  he  seemed  a  stranger  to  all 
present,  appeared  diffident,  had  a  stammering  tongue,  and  little  was  exi^ected 
of  hio[i.  Glancing  his  eye  over  the  machine,  and  learning  what  was  wanted,  he 
very  soon  suggested  an  additional,  very  sim{>le,  but  wholly  original  cam 
motion,  which  relieved  the  difficulty  at  onc*e,  and  proved  a  perfect  success.  It 
was  adopted  at  oneo  in  all  the  armories,  has  been  in  uso  ever  since,  und,  as  it 
saves  fully  a  half  dollar  on  every  gun,  some  estimate  may  be  foi*med  of  its  value 
to  jthe  country.  This  verdant  yputh,  then  called  '^Stammering  Thom,'*  was 
none  other  than  the  now-reuowed  Thomas  Blanchard,  whose  inventive  genius 
has. rarely  been  surpassed  in  this  or  any  other  age.  It  was  then  and  there,  as 
he  ^afterwards  said,  that  the  idea  of  his  world*renowned  machine  for  turning 
irregular  forms,  such  as  gun-stocks,  shoe-lasts,  spokes,  tackle-blocks,  ox-yokes, 
&C.9  ad  infinitum^  first  flashed  througli  his  mind.  The  germ  of  the  latter  lay 
in  the  former,  and  Iwth  had  their  birth  in  the  armory  of  Mr.  Waters,  and, 
though  he  made  .no  claims  whatever  to  either  invention,  he  might  justly  claim 
that  he  was  the  cause  or  occasion  of  their  being  brought  out. 

The  private  armories  having  been  publicly  and  repeatedly  recognized  by  the 
secretaries  of  war  from  John  C.  Calhoun  down,  as  a  part  of  the  United  States 
force  for  the  supply  of  arms,  tho  owners  regarded  them  as  permanent  estab- 
lishments, and  invested  largely  in  tools  and  machinery,  which  for  any  other  pur- 
pose would  be  nearly  worthless.  In  1845,.  when  the  contrlicts  of  Asa  Waters 
and  others  expired,  the  whole  system  was  broken  up,  without  notice  or  warn- 
ing, and  ,the  business  brought  to  a  sudden  and  final  termiimtion.  Xo  poor 
tenant  could  be  ejected  for  non-payment  of  rent  with  so  little  ceremony.  Not 
only  the  contractors  suflfered  severely,  but  their  workmen,  who  had  becomo 
experts  on  certain  parts,  knew  no  other  trade,  and  had  settled  down  iil-  com- 
fortable homes  around  the  armories.  This  was  a  leading  interest  in  Millbuty, 
and  its  destruction  was  a  severe  blow  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  That  tho 
conti;actors  hud  no  undue  advantage  over  other  mechanic  pui*suits,  will  bo 
obvious  from  the  fact  that  the  prices-  paid  them  were  limited  to  i\iQ  actual  coat 
of  malving  similar  arms  at  the  national  armories.  The  reaisons  given  were  that 
the  mechanics  in  those  armories,  being  paid  by  the  day,  had  no  motive  to  invent 
labor-saving  machinery,  while  the  contractors  would  be  compelled  to  make 
them  to  secure  their  profits. 
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Necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention,  and  (ho  wisdom  of  this  policy  w«a9 
abundantly  proved  by  exi>erience.  While  very  few  inventions  of  much  import- 
ance wore  ever  made  at  the  national  armories,  the  private  armories  wore 
wonderfully  prolific  in  them.  A  few  have  l>een  alluded  to.  Of  the  great 
multitude  made,  space  will  allow  the  mention  of  only  one  more,  the  milling- 
machine.  This  machine,  with  cast-steel  cutters  fitted  for  i>lain  or  any  irregular 
surfaces  required,  has  nearly  superseded  the  old-fashioned  and  exi)ensive 
process  of  hand-filing.  It  was  first  brought  into  notice  in  the  private  armories 
at  Middletown.  Now  it  is  to  be  found  in  all  our  machine-shops,  and  hand- 
filing,  asfL  tradCj  formerly  so  common,  has  become  nearly  obsolete. 

The  cause  or  motive  for  the  discontinuance  of  these  armories  was  foi^  a  loujF 
time  unknown,  although  the  direct  agent  in  the  affair  was  known  to  be  Gen. 
George  Talcott  of  the  Ordnance  Department.  Some  years  after,  this  officer  w:ui 
arraign<;d  before  a  court-martial  for  some  malfeasance  in  no  ways  connected 
with  these  armories.  In  the  trial  evidence  was  brouglit  out  that  he  was  the 
owner  of  a  large  iron  foundry  i|i  Hichmond,  Va.,  devoted  to  making  cannon* 
balls  for  the  United  States ;  that  it  wns  in  charge  of  his  nephew,  to  whom  con- 
tracts, were  issued  from  time  to  time  upon  most  favorable  terms;  that  Talcott 
had  become  very  rich,  and  was  living  in  the  style  of  an  Eastern  nabob.  The 
mysteiy  of  the  discontinuance  of  the  private  armories  was  now  revealed.  •  The 
moneys  iutcuded  for  their  support  had  found  their  outlet  chiefly  through  this 
channel.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was  judge-advocate,  and,  with  his  high  sense  of 
honor,  was  greatly  shocked  that  a  government  oiUcial,  so  high  in  position^  and 
a  graduate  of  West  Point,  should  be  guilty  of  such  corrupt  embezzlement. 
Ilis  sentence  was  accordingly  severe ;  viz.,  that  said  George  Talcott  should  be  ^ 
removed  from  the  office  of  Chief  of  Ordnance,  be  deprived  of  his  eommissiont 
of  brigadier-general,  and  his  name  erased  from  the  roll  of  army  officers. 

The  surviving  contractors  had  thus  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  author  of 
their  great  wrongs  brought  to  condign  punishment,  but  not  of  having  their 
business  reinstated.  The  system  had  been  broken  up,  and  most  of  the  armories 
converted  to  other  pursuits.* 

Improvements  and  organizations  of  various  kinds  upon  which  the  welfare  of 
a  people  depends,  have  been  made  and  formed  to  keep  pace  with  tho  commerciiil 
growth.    The  first  school  was  established  near  the  Cordis  Mills.     This  was    ' 
divided,  and.  a  school  opened  on  the  Worcester  Road,  and  another  on  the  - ' 
Boston  Road.     Not  long  after  there  was  a  school  on  Park  Hill,  mid  subse- 
quently one  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Blackstone. 
In  1832  the  Academy  Building,  so  called,  was  built  north  of  the  centre  of  ' 
Armory  Village,  on  land  given  for  the  purpose  by  Asa  Watens,  on  condition 
that  the  site  should  always  be  occupied  by  buildings  devoted  to  educatuuial 
purposes.    The  academy  was  established  by  a  stock  company,  and:  designed 

*  For  the  history  thos  fiff  given  in  this  chapter  the  aothor  acknowledges  the  kindneae  of  CoL 
H.W«len. 
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tor. a  **la<Iic8'  Acailcmy."  Both  scxcst  howovor,  ^rcro  iiftcrwnrds  ftdsiittedt 
but  a  Tcry  high  success  was  never,  perhaps,  attained,  and  in  1851  the  propcrtjr 
was  purcfaa;»ed  by  the  town,  and  u  high  school  established,  which  lias  lieea  ia 
sucTessful  oi)eration  since.  The  public  schools  of  Millbury  now  consit^t  of  ono 
high  school  ut  the  centre,  and  sixteen  common  schools  in  different  parts  o(  the 
town,  under  the  care  of  a  committee  of  six  members.  The  common  schools 
are  divided  into  graded  and  mixed  si;hooU.  There  are  mixed  schools  iu  the 
Haywood  district,  at  the  Burling  ]ilills  and  on  the  old  common  ;  graded  schools 
are  in  Bramanville,  and  at  the  Centre  or  Armory  Village,  divided  into  a  sul>- 
primary,  primary,  intermediate  and  grammar  sch^nils ;  on  Providence  Street* 
in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  nre  8nli*primary,  primary  and  intermediate; 
and  in  WestMillbury  intermediate  and  grammar  schools.  The  course  of  study 
in  the  high  school  requires  four  yeari«,  and  is  divided  into  English  and  classical. 
The  latter  is  intended  to  prepare  pupils  for  college.  The  high  school  gives 
diplomas.  The  appropriation  for  schools  in  1879  was  $7,000,  and  the  school 
property  is  valued  at  $30,000-  The  schools  are  provided  with  apparatus  for 
tho  use  of  those  pursuing  philosophical  and  scicntitic  studies. 

The  Millbury  Free  Public  Library  was  established  in  18G4.  The  board  of 
trustees  consi^^ts  of  three  members,  chosen  to  servo  three  years,  together  with 
the  chairman  of  tho  school  committee  and  the  principal  of  tho  high  school. 
The  library  is  composed  of  books  belonging  to  an  agricultund  society  long 
since  disbanded,  uud  of  those  given  by  the  Social  Friends,  an  organization 
connected  with  the  academy.  In  1864  this  society  offered  its  library  of  about 
six  hundred  volumes  to  tho  town  ''for  the  purpose  of  founding  a  free  public 
library,  on  condition  that  the  town  will  accept  it,  and  make  suitable  provision 
for  its  c*flre  and  increase.'*  The  offer,  was  accepted,  and  in  1865  tho  town  to<jk 
charge  of  the  library  and  made  appropriations  for  its  support.  The  dog-fund 
has  been  annually  voted  to  maintain  it.  Tho  library  has  three  thousand  two  hun- 
dred volumes.     In  1872  Deacon  Leonard  Dwinell  l)cqucatbod  the  library  $100. 

Until  1856  town  mectinirs  wore  held  on  tho  old  common ;  after  that  time, 
till  1851 ,  at  Bramanville.  When  the  town  bought  the  academy,  meetings  were 
helxl'lti  it  until  1879.  In  1873  the  town  boiran  the  erection  of  a  new  town 
hall,  tho  cost  of  which,  including  lot,  was  $32,500.  It  stands  at  the  inter- 
section of  South  Main  with  Elm  Street,  in  the  heart  of  Armory  Village.  Tho 
material  is  brick,  with  sandstone  trimmings.  A  ball  in  the  upper  story  has  a 
seating  capacity  of  one  thousands  The  building  contains,  also,  offices  for 
town  officials,' a  reading-room  and  the  public  library. 

Tho  "  Olive  Branch  **  Lodge  of  Masons  of  Millbury  was  orguilzcd  on  May,  1, 
1797,  by  Masons  living  in  Sutton  and  Oxford,  and  the  meetings  were  held  in 
these  towns  alternately.  The  charter  was  granted  on  Sept.  11,  1797,  and 
bears  the  names  of  Paul  Bevene,  grand  master,  and  Isaiah  Thomas,  senior 
grand  warden.  In  1816  the  home  of  this  lodge  was  in  SiUton,  where  it 
remiuiDed  till  1860,  when  it  was  removed  to  Millbury.     This  lodge  is  the 
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parent  of  similar  organizatious  id  Oxford,  Webster  and  Grafton.  Its  'members 
number  about  one  hundred. 

Blackstono  Lodge,  No.  18,  of  the  Independent  Order  of  GoodTemplara,  was 
organized  in  Millbiir^'  on  March  18,  1SG4,  with  a  membership  of  thirteen. 
The  total  numher  of  members  is  four  hundred  and  more,  and  its  number  iu 
1879  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  Millbury  Guards,  a  company  of  the  tenth  regiment.  State  militia,  is 
composed  entirely  of  citizens  of  the  town. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  first  lyceum,  the  parent  of  the  present  system, 
originated  in  Millbury.*  It  was  composed  of  residents  of  the  town,  who 
lectured  before  their  townsmen  on  philosophical  and  scientific  subjects.  The 
exact  date  of  th6  formation  of  this  society  is  not  known,  but  it  is  believed  to  bo 
about  18i?0.  It  is  also  true  that  John  B.  Gongh's  lecture  system  had  it^  origin 
here,  for  his  first  lecture  was  delivered  in  Millbury.  And  it  is  alsro  claimed 
that  the  fii'st  temperance  society  was  formed  in  Milll)ury.  According  to  tradi- 
tion and  the  oldest  inhabitant,  a  society  was  organized  many  years  agr^  for  the 
promotion  <jf  temperance  ;  total  abstinence  was  then  unknown.  The  members 
of  this  society  met  on  Saturday  evenings  to  render  an  account  of  their  driiiking 
during  the  week.  If  a  member  had  been  intemperate  ho  was  put  upon  an 
allowance  for  the  week  to  come.  At  one  meeting  a  member  declared  that  ho 
had  abstained  from  the  use  of  liquors  since  the  last  meeting,  and,  moreover, 
should  not  drink  ng.n'n.  His  veracity  was  questioned  in  regard  to. the  past, 
and  he  was  considered  insane  with  respect  to  the  future ;  for  it  was  then 
thought  impossible  for  any  one  to  exist,  much  less  thrive,  without  his  thriqe-daily 
dram.  Notwithstanding,  or  possibly  in  consequence  of  the  strict  watch  kept 
of  the  movements  of  this  total  abstainer,  his  declaration  was  made  good  until 
his  death. 

The  Millbury  National  Bank  Was  founded  by  Asa  Waters,  and  incorporated 
as  a  State  bank  of  discount  and  deposit  in  1825,  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  The  change  from  Stale  to  national  bauk  wan  made  in  18G4. 
The  present  capital  is  two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  The  first  board  of 
directors  consisted  of  Asa  Waters,  Simon  Farnsworth,  Caleb  Burl)ank,  William 
M.  Benedict  and  Elijah  AVaters  of  Millbury,  Jonas  Xi.  Sibley  of  Sutton,  Samuel 
Wood  of  Grafton,  Sylvanus  IIt)lbrook  of  Northbridge  and  Aur-tiu  Denny  of 
Worcester.  The  following  have  been  presidents  and  cashiers  in  the  order 
given: — Presidents:  As:i  Waters,  Simon  Farnsworth,  Asa  11.  Waters,  Simon 
Farnsworth,  Jonathan  Warren,  Ilosea  Crane.  Cashiers :  Lewis  Mills,  William 
Whittlesey,  R.  B.  Chapman,  Jonathan  Cary,  John  Prentice,  Joseph  S  Faruum, 

*  Many  towDs  and  cities  now  claim  this  honor.  MiUbnry  has  to  snpport  her  claim, »  pnblie 
•tatemcnt  of  lie  v.  I.  Ildlbrook,  wlio  duiMiled  many  years  to  givin;;  lectures  upon  astronomy  before 
fbo  lyccnms  tbroagbont  tbo  conntry,  and  xvboso  labors  in  tbia  field  arc  stiU  remembered  with 
gratilndo  by  many.  lu  bis  last  conrso  lio  said  bo  bad  mado  it  a  matter  of  special  inqairy  in  bit 
travels  to  find  out  wbero  tbo  fimt  lyoemn  originated,  and  bo  bad  become  convinced  it  was  in  Mill- 
'  Uary,  and  aboat  tbo  year  1820. 
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Atwoody  F.  C.  Miles,  Amos  Armsby.  This  bank  was  robbed.  Id  1842, 
of  tweDty-two  thoasaDd  dollnra,  Imt  the  moDcy  was  found  and  the  robbers 
punished. 

The  Millburj  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated  in  1854,  through  the  influence 
of  David  Atwood,  who  has  been  treasurer  from  that  time  until  the  present, 
with  the  exception  of  two  months,  when  Frank  C.  Miles  held  the  office.  The 
following  have  been  presidents : — Jonathan  A.  Pope,  Clougb  R.  Miles,  Thomas 
J.  Harrington,  Horace  Arm^iby,  William  R.  HilK 

A  post-office  was  established  in  Armory  Village  aliottt  18.18,  and  Simon 
Famsworth  appointed  postmaster.  Other  postmasters  were  ap|K>intcd  in  this 
order:  —  Jonathan  Grout,  Asa  H.  Waters,  Daniel  J.  Paul,  Simon  Dudley, 
William  Fenner,  T.  W.  Childs,  Simon  Farnsworth,  Jr.,  and  Roland  £• 
Bowen. 

During  the  war  of  Rel>ellion  the  town  of  Millbury  put  three  hundred  aqd 
ibrty-six  men  in  the  field,  twenty-six  over  and  above  all  dctuauds;  raised  for 
war  purposes,  thirty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  dollars  and  seventy- 
four  cents  ;^^  and  paid  State  aid  to  the  amount  of  nineteen  thousand  six  hundred 
and  seventy-six  dollars  and  fifty-six  cents. 

'On: May  7,  1861,  at  the  first  meeting  held  to  consider  war  measures,  a  com«^ 
miltce  of  seven  was  appointed  ''to  furnish  such  (lersons  as  shall. enlist  hi  the 
militiiiry  service  in  that  town  with  anything  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  com^ 
roittee  may  be  necessary  for  ihcir  comfort,  with  power  to  draw  money  from 
the  treasury.**  In  September  the  town  voted  to  raise  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  to  defray  expenses  already  incurred  in  recruiting  volunteers,  and 
to  aid  those  who  enlisted  thereafter.  The  selectmen  trcre  directed  to  continue 
supplying  the  families  of  volunteers  at  their  discretion.  ' 

On  J^Lirch  17,  18G2,  it  was  voted  to  appropriate  two  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  to  aid  families  of  volunteers;  on  July  17,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred 
dollars  to  each  volunteer  who  should  enlist,  l>c  mustered  into  the  service,  and 
be  accredited  to  the  town*s  quota ;  also  voted  to  pay  one  hundred  dollars  in 
addition  to  that  already  voted  to  those  mqn  who  should  enlist  between  August 
13th  a ikI  IStb,  inclusive,  to' fill  the  quota  of  the  town  in  the  first  call 
of  the  President  for  three  hundred  thousand  men  ;  also  voted  to  give  a  bounty 
of  onehundred  and  filly  dollars  to  each  volunteer  for  nine  months,  to.  bo  paid 
when  mustered  into  the  ser\'ice  of  the  United  States ;  also  the  treasurer  was 
authorized  to  borrow  monev. 

In  March,  18G3,  the  town  treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  money  to  pay 
aid  to  families  of  volunteers,,  and  the  selectmen  were  dti*cctcd  to  assist  such 
families,  ^as  they  shall  think  best  for  the  treasury  of  the  town.**  During  this 
year  many  meetings  were  held  to  encourage  enlistments,  and  money  was  raiseil 
by  subscription  to  pay  bounties. 

On  March  30,  18G4,  the  town  voted  to  raise  four  thousand  four  hundred  dol- 
lars to  refund  money  advanced  by  citizens  to  pay  bounties  ;  also  voted  to  give  a 
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bounty  of  one  hundred  and  twciity-five  dollars  to  each  volunteer  who  should 
enlist  and  be  accredited  to  the  quota  of  the  town.  On  Juno  22,  the  same 
bounty  was  offered.  In  18C5,  the  town  again  voted  to  raise  money  to  reim-- 
barse  those  who  had  assisted  in  paying  bounties. 

The  following  lost  their  lives  in  the  service  of  the  United  States : — Henry 
Barton,  Charles  Burr,  James  J.  Colby,  Patrick  Doherty,  William  W.  Dane; 
Lewis  Dover,  Beuben  Dyson,  John  S.  Emerson,  George  W.  Emerson,  Edwatd 
K.  Harrington,  Elisha  S.  Livermore,  Andrew  J.  Lavcrty,  Jeremiah  Moynihan, 
Edward  H.  Moore,  Mitchel  W.  Paul,  George  G.Phillips,  Daniel  G.Pitts, 
George  II.  Powers,  Lucius  Parodis,  Francis  C.  Pope>  George  A.  Ryan,  Rufus 
11.  Stone,  James  S.  Slocomb,  William  11.  Smith,  Franklin  Varney,  Edwin-  D. 
Waters,  Robert  Wilson,  Truman  B.  Waters,  Nelson  Sabin,  John  B.  Dunn, 
Edward  C.  Gleason,  Robert  Kelley. 

In  1853,  Asa  H.  Waters  was  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Convention. 

Calvin  Willard,  Ilosea  Cmne  and  Henry  L.  Bancroft  have  been  members  of 
the  State  Senate. 

The  first  representative  to  the  General  Court  from  Millbury  was  Asa  Good- 
cU,  elected  May  2, 1814,  and  again  in  the  following  year.  He  was  followed  by 
Amasa  Braman  in  181G;  Caleb  Durbank,  1819;  Asa  Waters,  1823-4;  Elias 
Forbes,  1827-8;  Aaron  Pierce  and  Amasa  Hall,  1829;  Elias  Forbes  and 
Sioieon  Waters,  1830 ;  Simeon  Waters  and  Asa  Waters,  1831 ;  William  Bene- 
dict and  Elijah  Waters,  1832;  Amasa  Wood  and  Henry  Mills,  1833;  Amasa 
Wood  and  Joseph  Griggs,  1834;  Joseph  Griggs  and  Lyman  Goodell  1835; 
Lyman  Goodell  and  Aaron  Trask,  183G ;  Aaron  Trask  and  Job  Gorton,  1837  ; 
Job  Gorton  and  Charles  Hale  1838 ;  Charles  Hale  and  Cyriis  Faulkner,  1839 ; 
«Toseph  Biibbins  and  Ezra  Lovell,  1842 ;  Calvin  Wiilard,  1844 ;  Benjamin 
Flagg,  1845  ;  Asa  II.  Waters,  1848-9  ;  Orville  E.  Thompson,  1850-51 ;  N.  P. 
Smith,  1854;  Joseph  Robbins,  1855-G;  Ilosea  Crane,  1858;  Horace  Armsby, 
1860-Gl ;  Leonard  Spaulding,  18G2  ;  Henry  E.  Rockwell,  18GG ;  Si^las  Duntou, 
1867 ;  Henry  L.  Bancroft,  18G9 ;  Irviu  B.  Sayles,  1871 ;  C.  D.  Morse,  1872 ; 
David  Atwood,  1874 ;  George  A.  Flagg,  1876. 

The  following  stilt istics  will  be  interesting: — Population,  1820,  926;  1835, 
2,153 ;  1850,  3,091 ;  1860,  3,296 ;  1870,  4,400.  In  1875,  4,529 ;  families,  940 ; 
dwellings,  578;  polls,  1,084;  voters,  636;  farms,  lOG;  acres  cultivated, 
2^257;  total  acreage  in  farms,  6,965;  value  of  farm  lands,  $596,978;  value 
of  products  of  agriculture,  $118,401;  horses,  158;  cows,  348;  sheep,  9; 
employed  in  manufactures,  1,102 ;  value  of  products  of  manufactures, 
$t,U37,7'97;  value  of  persomil  property,  $771,485;  value  of  real  estate, 
$1,746,633 ;  total  valuation,  $2,518,118 ;  rate  of  taxation,  $15.25  per  $1,000. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

SITITATIOy     AND     KATUHAL     FEATURES — FIRST     CONDITION  —  INDIAN     REMINIS- 
CENCES — "EARLT    RECORDS  —  POLITICAL     HABITS  —  MEETINO-HOUSE  —  FIRST 
MINISTER  —  SCHOOL-HOUSES  AND  "  SQUADRONS** — SPIRITIN  THE  IlEVOLUTION 
— ^^SHATS     REBELLION  —  WAR    OF     1812  —  niFROVElIENTS  —  RJSBELLION  — 
BOyNTIES  AND  ENLISTMENTS  —  PUBLIC  MEN. 

New  Braintree  is  nearly  in  shape  of  au  isosceles  triangle^  with  sides  of  six 
miles  and  base  of  uiiie ;  bounded  by  Oakham  and  Barre  on  the  norlb-east  side, 
Hardwick  on  the  north-west,  and  West  Brookfiold  and  North  Brookfield  on  its 
base  or  southerly  line.  It  contains  twenty-one  square  miles,  lying  distant  from 
Worcester : seventeen  miles  west.  Its  surface  is  billy  and  finely  adapted  to 
grazing,  and  finds  its  highest  elevation  in  Tufts  Hill.  Its  first  recorded  valu- 
uti<m  was  £2,454,  when  it  hud  217  polls  and  272  head  of  cattle  and  horses. 
Its  rate  of  taxation  wa3  then  tcnpence  per  pound,  ond  one  man  only  —  Ileury 
Penuiman  — ^  was  taxed  for  money  at  interest,  to  wit,  £150.  Its  highest  valua- 
tion was  in  1871,  being  $590,430 ;  number  of  polls,  ICG  ;  number  of  heads  of 
stock,  1,340.  Its  highest  population  was  in  1790^  when  it  was  nine  hundred 
aud  forty  persons. 

Nearly  one-half  of  the  town  consisted  of  a  goreof  land  lying  l)etween  Rutland 
and  Hardwick  (formerly  Lamb's  Town),  and  was  granted  by  the  General 
Court  to  certain  individuals  of  Braintree,  and  called  Braintree  Farms.  -This 
tract,  with  a  portion  of  Hardwick  and  Brookfield,  was  incorporated  into  a 
District,  Jan.  31,  1751,  and  received  the  name  of  New  Braintree.  About  one 
and  a  half  miles  in  a  north-west  direction  from  the  centre  and<on  the  flats  of  the 
Winnimissct  the  Indians  had  formerly  a  settlement  of  cousiderablo  impoi^anco. 
Hero  Mrs.  Howard,  who  was  taken  captive  at  Lancaster  in  1079,  was  brought 
with  her  two  children,  and  one  of  the  latter  was  killed  by  the  Indians.  On  the 
bill  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Winnimissct  there  is  now  a  small  stone  monument, 
which,  as  tradition  affirms,  marks  its  grave.     A  little  south  of  the  Indian 
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vilLigo  twelve  men,  agents  on  their  way  to  treat  for  peace  with  the  Indians, 
were  slain  by  them  in  ambush,  Aug.  2,  1675. 

Capt.  Eleazcr  Warner,  the  first  white  male  child  born  in  the  district,  and 
for  many  years  after  its  formation  conspicuous  in  local  matters,  through  bis 
skill  and  success  in  the  strugirles  with  the  Indians,  had  brought  upon  himself 
their  lasting  enmity,  whiclb  peace  could  not  erase.  'One  day,  some  time  after 
the  war  was  over,  an  Indian  called  at  the  bouse  of  Mr.  Rice  of  Hardwick,  and 
inquired  the  way  to  Mr.  Warner's  house,  lie  was  directed  by  the  common 
road.  After  ho  had  gone,  Mr.  Rice,  suspecting  the  object  of  his  visit, 
despatched  a  messenger  by  a  blazed  path  through  the  forest  to  apprize  Mr. 
Warner  of  his  danger.  Mr.  Warner  quietly  took  down  his  gun  and  entered 
the  forest.  The  parties  soon  became  aware  of  each  other*s  presence,  and 
sought  each  his  cover,  the  Indian  a  tree  and  Mr.  Warner  a  fallen  log,  each 
awaiting  some  exposure  on  the  part  of  the  other.  After  waiting  a  while  Capt. 
Warner  placed  his  hit  on  the  end  of  the  muzzle  of  his  gun  and  raised  it  a  trifle 
above  the  log.  The  Indian  fired,  and  the  bullet  passed  through  the  hat. 
Capt.  Warner  then  arose  and  i^hot  the  Indian,  sinking  his  body  in  the  Blafjc 
Pond  near  by.  The  affair  was  kept  secret  by  Mr.  Warner  until  near  the  close 
of  his  life.     lie  died  Feb.  28,  1776. 

The  most  fruitful  source  of  information  as  to  the  character  of  the  early  inhab- 
itanls  is  the  records  of  their  public  meetings,  which  seem  to  have  been  .kept 
very  minutely.  From  these  it  is  inferred  that  they  were  jealous  of  their  rights, 
as  citizens,  independent  in  the  formation  and- fearless  in  the  expression  of  their 
convictions  on  all  national.  State  aiid  county  matters,  and  watchful  of  their 
religious,  educational  and  material  interests,  and  by  their  industry  and  thrift 
accumulating  indej^endence,  and  many  of  them  weailh.  The  action  of  the. 
town  on  all  local  as  well  as  State  and  national  matters  has  been  characterized 
by  a  greater  harmony  than  is  usual  in  most  towns.  Seldom,  if  ever,  have 
there  been  two  rival  political  candidates  for  representative.  There  has  been 
but  little  disposition  for  frequent  changes  in  officers  or  manner  of  x^onductiug 
business.  Men  onco  chosen  to  office,  and  proving  themselves  capable  and 
faithful  therein,  have  received  the  continued  support  of  the  people.  The 
bmgest  uninterrupted  i>eriod  of  sei-vice  wa*  by  Rev,  John  Fiske,  chairman  of 
school  committee  fifty-five  years;  the  next  by  Philip  Delano,  town  clerk, 
thirty-four  years.     . 

In  politics  the  Federalists,  Whigs  and  Republicans  have  in  succession  always  > 
been  in  a  majority  ranging  from  twenty  to  one  to  three  to  one.     The  greater 
inequality  was  in  1803,  when  Gerry,  the  Dcmocmtic  candidate  for  governor ». 
received  only  one  vote,  against  eighty  for  Strong,  his  opponent.     The  nearest 
approach  to  equality  was  in  187G— ^Republicans,  75  ;  Democrats,  56. 

Educational  institutions  have  received  a  liberal  and  hearty  support.  Previa 
ous  to  1840  there  were  fourteen  graduates  of  college*^,  a  larger  number  tboD 
in  any  town  in  the  Brookfield  Association  of  Churches. 
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Tho  first  district  meeting  was  held  at  the  :  bouse  of  David  Ayers  (on  site  of 
present  residence  of  Sullivan  Converse),  March  13, 175 U  with  Elcazer  Warner 
as  moderator,  and  David  Woods,  town  clerk.  Tho  selectmen  of  the  first  year 
wcro  Eleazer  Warner,  David  Gilbert  and  Cornelius  Cannon.  Among  the  first 
acts  of  the  new  district  was  ^  To  raise  ten  pounds  to  provide  preaching,  and  to 
choose  a  Committee  to  procure  a  preacher  as  soon  as  conveniently  ho  could  bo 
had**;  also,  ** to  find  a  centre  of  land  already  laid  oflT,  ^Vhich  should  bo  tho 
pre6xed  spot  for  a  meeting-house.**  Jan.  1,  1752,  Ihe  town  voted '^  to  build 
a  meeting-house  forty  by  fifty  feet,*'  on  the  site  of  the  present  one.  Pews  were 
not  erected  until  1756,  and  in  thiswise.  A  bounty  sufficient  to  cover  tho 
expense  of  a  pulpit  and  deacon's  seat,  ranghig  from  seven  pounds  to  three  per 
one  hundred,  was  laid  on  tho  pcw-ground,  according  to  its  dignity  (location). 
,The  right  of  choice  was  assigned  to  persons  acco riling  to  age  and  character, 
and  each  purchaser  was  to  build  his  own  pew.  In  1767  tho  house  was  lathed 
and  plastered.  1772,  porches  were  added.  In  1800  the  town  voted  to  build' a 
new  meeting-house,  fifty  feet  square,  on  the  site  of  tho  old  one,  to  l)c  com- 
pleted in  two  years  and  eight  months.  Henry  Pennimun  gave  $300  to  buy  a 
pew  bell,. and  received  in  return  the  first  choice  of  seats  in  the  new  house. 
1802,  I|enry  Penniman  and  Joseph  Bowman  gave  a  new  town  clock.  Novem- 
ber^, first  meeting  held  in  new  house.  No  alterations  made  until  1846,  when 
the  house  was  lowered  and  entirely  remodeled,  with  town  hall  and  vestry 
l)elpw.  Dedicated  Oct.  26,  1846,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  the  settlement  of 
Rev.  Joljn  Fiske,  D.D.  Bounty  money  on  ^xjws  procured  an  organ  iit  an 
expense  of  $1,100.  1877,  house  again  repaired,  with  funds  contributed  by 
I^idfes'  Social  Gathering  and  a  gift  of  $300  from  estate  of  Edward  Fiske,  of 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  members  of  the  district  used  great  caution  in  settlement 
cf  a  minister.  They  listened  to  three  candidates  the  firdt  year  without  choice. 
They  set  apart  Feb.  21,  1753,  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  pl-aycr  for  direction. 
Jan.  23,  1754,  they  sought  advice  of  live  neighboring  ministers,  and,  February 
4,  extended  a  call  to  Rev.  Benjamin  Ruggles  of  Middlctcn,  with  thirty  pounds 
encouragement  to  settle  and  fifty  pounds  annual  salary.  April  18,  he  was 
installed,  and  officiated  twenty-four  years.  Died  May  12,  1782/  He  was  a 
'man  of  **  average  ability  and  sincere  piety,  and  his  relations  wilh  the  people 
were  entirely  harmonious  and  productive  of  great  blessing."  Oct.  27,  1778, 
Rev.  Daniel  Foster  was  ordained  '\Vith  one  thousand  pounds  Settlement  and 
sixty-six  pounds  annual  salary,  and'  thirty  cords  of  wood.  There  \tas  much 
opposition  to  his  settlement,  but  ho  proved  exceedingly  popular,  and'  ultimately 
won  the  afiections  of  his  people.  He  died  Sr^pt.  1,  1795.  The' town  wis 
without  a  pastor  until  Oct.  26,  1796,  when  Rev.  John  Fiske  of  Warwick  was 
insUiUed,  with  two  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  settlement  and  ninety  pounds 
annual  salary.  Ho  remained  until  his  death,  March  15,  1855,  fifty-nine  years.' 
fio  received  in  final  settlement  from  his  parish  $800,  and  $200  as  a  private 
cuntributioa  from  josiah  Gleasou.    Juno  22^  1853,  Rev.  James  T.  Hyd^,  a 
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graduate  of  Y:Uo  CoUejro  and  Andovcr  Seminary,  was  ordained  as  colleague 
Tvltii  Dr^  Fiskc.  Mr.  Ilydo  was  dismissed  Ausf.  27,  1855.  April  23,  1856, 
Jlcv.  John  II.  Gurney  was  installed,  salary  SOOO;  dismissed  Juno  30,  18G9, 
May  3,  1871,  Rev.  John  Dodge  of  North  Brookfield  was  installed,  salary 
$1,200;  died  Juno  19,  1872.  Oct.  30,  1872,  Pwcv.  William  B.  Bond  of 
Chicago  was  installed.  April  18,  1754,  the  church  was  first  gathered  and 
formed,  but  no  records  exist  for  forty-two  years,  except  in  1778  and  *79.  Imme- 
diately after  the  settlement  of  Mr.  Foster  certain  members  of  the  church 
applied  for  dismission  on  the  ground  of  their  belief  in  the  virtual  denial  by 
their  pastor  of  some  of  the  fundamental  truths  of  the  gospel.  The  application 
was  refused  because  the  points  at  issue  had  been  settled  by  the  ordaining 
council.  A  few  retired  and  attended  the  Baptist  church  in  Rutland.  Pre- 
vious to  179G  no  confession  of  faith  was  required  for  admission  to  tho  church. 
There  was  no  covenant  in  use  between  its  members.  Children  were  baptized 
indiscriminately,  whether  their  parents  were  partakers  of  tho  sacrament  or  not. 
But  in  tho  first  year  of  John  Fiskc's  ministry  a  new  order  of  things  was 
established.  A  public  confession  of  faith  was  required,  the  practice  of  baptism 
restricted,  and  in  1810  tho  church  was  formally  and  publicly  reorganized,  with 
articles  of  faith  and  covenant  essentially  the  same  as  those  now  in  use.  It 
received,  from  1796  to  1821,  yearly  accessions  by  profession  :  in  1810!  and  '11, 
37;  1819  and  '21,  100;  1827,  30;  1831,  25;  1841,  49;  18G6,  20.  From 
1800  to  1879,  334.     Membership  in  1810,  58;  1851,  123;  1879,  59. 

The  following  list  gives  the  names  of  tho  deacons  of  this  church,  and  the 
order  in  which  they  were  chosen :  William  Witt,  James  Woods,  Samuel 
Ware,  Jonathan  Woods,  Jonathan  Gould,  chosen  previous  to  1775;  George 
Barr,;  previous  to  1800;  Abijah  Bigclow,  1805;  James  Woods,  1808^  Jacob 
Pepper,  1815;  Samuel  Warner,  1815;  Phinchas  Warner,  1817;  Francis 
Adams,  1828;  Amasa  Bigelow,  1830;  Welcome  Newell,  1830;  Henry  M. 
Danielsi  1855;  Elbridgo  Gleason  and  Moses  Pollard,  1862. 

The  first  appropriation  for  schools  was  made  Oct.  1,  1753,  of  three  pounds. 
School  was  taught  three  months,  one  month  each  in  three  different  parts  of  the 
district.  In  1756  the  district  was  divided  into  four  school  squadrons,  but 
scho(»l  was  taught  in  private  houses  until  1760,  when  the  first  school-hpuse  was 
built  at  tho  Centre,  "twenty  feet  square,  with  chimney  in  the  middle,**  at  a 
cost  of  ten  pounds.  In  1767  four  new  houses  wero  built;.  appropi*iation, 
twenty  pounds ;  1778,  sixty  pounds.  1785,  first  grammar  school  maintained* 
1787,  Aaron  Hall  exempted  from  taxes  so  long  as  he  shall  serve  the  town  as 
grammar-school  master.  The  customary  appropriation  for  schools  "wras  con- 
iiuued  through  the  Revolutionary  War,  although  it  was  omitted  in  many 
towns.  1777,  town  divided  into  eight  districts.  1792,  permission  was  granted 
to  each  district  to  build  new  houpcs,  and  they  contiuucd  to  bold  and  improve 
their  propei*ty  until  1861,  when  tho  town  purchased  the  old  bouses  and  erected 
five  new  ones  at  a  cost  of.  $5»000.    It  was  ylivided  in  that  year  again  into  six 
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districts.  It  is  interesling  to  noto  that  in  1861,  when  tbo  town  virtually 
abolished  tbo  district  system,  it  returped  to  the  castom,  first  adopted  in  1753, 
of  giving  to  each  district  the  same  length  of  school,  having  in  the  meantimo  , 
divided  the  appropriation,  first,  in  propDilion  to  the  amount  of  taxable  property 
in  each  district,  and  afterwards  according  to  tbo  numf>er  of  schf»lars ;  some  of  the 
districts  with  fewer  scholars  made  up  the  deficiency  in  wood  and  bo:ird.  In 
1799  tbo  gcneml  supervision  of  the  schools  was  committed  to  Rov.  John  Fi.«)ke, 
who  performed  the  active  duties  of  the  oQicc  more  than  fifty  ye  irs  without 
compensation,  excepting  the  last  five  years.  To  him  mainly  was  the  town 
indebted  for  the  relatively  high  standard  of  its  scIkkiIs,  and  the  interest  in 
education  that  has  never  diminished.  In  1809  teachers  were  first  required  to 
pass  a  legal  examination  before  receiving  corai)ensation  for  services.  In  1845 
school  committees  first  received  compensation.  In  ISOO,  appropriations,  $400 ; 
1813,  $500;  1836,  $801;  1874,  $1,800;  1878,  second  town  in  county  and 
twenty-second  in  State  in  amount  raised  per  scholar,  $17.4G. 

On  the  first  Monday  in  June,  1773,  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  **y*  Inhabitants 
of  y*  Town  of  Boston,"  the  town 

"  Voted-that  the  Frccholilcrs  and  other  lohabitants  of  ye*  Town  of  Boston  hereby 
receive  the  hearty  thanks  of  this  district  for  tlie  vigilance,  firmness,  and  wisdom  which 
they  have  discovered  at  all  times  in  support  of  y*  rights  and  liberties  of  the  colony,  . 
and  do  heartih'  concur  with  them  in  all  their  constitutional  determinatioqs." 

March  7,  1774.  A  committee  was  chosen  to  draw  up  something  in  reply  to 
^yf  Inhabitants  of  y*  Town  of  Boston,**  relative  to  the  difiicuities  the  Province 
labors  under.  April  20,  the  following  resolves  were  reported,  "  which,' being 
twice  read  and  considered,  were  passed  unanimously  " :  — 

* 

*'  1".  That  we  will,  in  conjunction  with  our  Brethercn  in  America,  Bisk  our  Fortunes  ^ 
and  even,  our  Lives  in  defense  of  his  Majesty  King  George  the  third,  His  Person, 
Crown  and  Dignity,  and  will  also  with  y  same  Resolution,  as  his  free-born  subjects  in 
this  Country,  to  the  utmost  of  oiir  Power,  And  Ability,  Defend  our  Charter  Rights  that 
they  ma}'  be  transmitted  Inviolate  to  the  Latest  Posterity: 

"  2*,  Resolved  that  every  British  Subject  ih  America,  has  by  our  happ}-  coDstitution 
as  well  as  by  nature,  the  sole  Right  to  dispose  of  his  own  Property  either  by  himself  or 
by  h»  Representative, 

.  "8V  Resolved  that  y*  act  of  y*  British  Parliament  Laying  a  Duty  on  Tea  I«anded  in   ' 
America  payable  here  is  a  Tax  whereby  the  Property  of  Amorieaus  is  token  from  them 
without  their  consent. 

"  Therefore,,  Resolved :  That  we  will  not,  cither  by  ourselves  or  any  for  or  nnder  us,  .. 
buy  or.sell  or  use  any  of  y*  East  India  Company  Tea  Im|K)rted  from  Great  Bnttain,  or 
any  othcf  Tea  with  a  Duty  for  raising  a  Revenue  thereon  in  America,  which  is  affixed 
by  acts  of  Parliament  on  the  same.    Neither  will  we  suffer  any  such  Ted  to  be  made  ui* 
in  our  Families. 

'  ^*  Resolved,' that  all  such  persons  as  shall  purchase,  sell  or  use  such  Tea  shall  be  fol 
the'fiiture  deemed  unfriendly  &  Enemies  to  the  happy  Constitution  of  this  Country/'  ' 
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At  the  same  time,  —  .  . 

"Voted,  Ninclj--cne  Poands  to  provide  a  Town's  Stock  of  Powder  and  Lead  an^ 
Flints  with."  ^ 

August  25,  Deas.  James  Woods  and  Samuel  Ware  were  appointed  a  coniT 
miltee  to  meet  like  committees  from  other  towns  in  the  couuty"to  consider 
Tvhat  measures  they  ought  to  come  into  at  this  critical,  difficult  day,'' and  acpm- 
niittee  of  correspondence  was  chosen.  September  2,  Dea.  James  Wood§  (chosoa  . 
a  delegate  to  a  Provincial  Conjrress,  to  bo  held  in  October.  The  tpwu  th^n 
chose  officers  for  a  6tandin<r  militia.  November  7,  a  committee  of  seven -cboseD 
to  inspect  all  tea-drinkers,  and  post  their  names. 

May  22,  1775.  James  Woods  chosen  a  delegate  to  a  Provincial  Congress  at 
Watertown,  May  31.  The  same  dale,  the  town  accepted  the  proposal  of  t)ie 
iniuute-men  to  serve  without  pay,  on  condition  that  the  other  memliero  of 
the  district  provide  themselves  with  arms  and  ammunition. .  ^  Same  date,  a 
committee  chosen  to  receive  and  forward  the  donations  to  the  poor  of,  Boston, 
and  a  committee  chosen  to  see  that  the  Provincial  and  Continental  resolvQS  be 
strictly  adhered  to. 

"  May  22,  1776,  The  Question  being  put  whether  y*  Town  would  wHliugly  support 

y*  Greneral  Congress  if  it  shall  declare  IndcpendeDce :   Passed  unanimonsly'  in  the  ' 

affirmative." 

• .  ■  .* 
Feb.  17,  1777.     Jonathan  Woods  chosen  delegate  to  a  County  Congress  to 

obtain  a  more  equal  and  just  representation  in  the  General  Court  for  smalMr 

towns.     February  24,  the  Committee  of  Safety,  to  prevent  monopoly. and 

oppression,  fixed  a  uniform  price  of  all  produce  and  merchandise,  and  all  kinda 

of  labor. 

March  31.  Voted  a  Iwunty  of  twenty  pounds  to  every  soldier  who  should 
enlist  in  the  Continental  army  for  three  years,  and  one  of  ten  i^ounds  for  one 
year,  and  chose  a  recruiting  committee  to  iill  the  town's  quota.  November  24, 
a  remonstrance  was  sent  to  the  General  Court  against  charging  interest  on  bills 
of  credit  emitted  by  the  State. 

Jan.  5,  1778.  Voted  that  the  town  has  tio  objection  to  articles  of  Confodel^ 
ation  and  perpetual  Union  between  the  United  States  of  America.  But  the 
town  refused.  May  19,  1778,  and  again  May  31,  1780,  to  adopt  the  Constfta- 
tion  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  The  cost  of  war  to  town  and  ndaiber 
of  men  furnished  is  unknown;  but  the  records  from  1778  to '82  are  replete 
with  votes  for  filling  quota  of  men  and  horses,  paying  bounties,  monthly 
wages,  and  furdishing  clothing  and  provisions  to  soldiers  and  their  families. 

May,  1786.  The  town  gave  instructions  to  its  representative,  setting  fofth 
the  great  extortion  and  oppression  practiced  by  the  lawyers  of  the  Commoitt- 
wealth,  their  growing  importance  as  a  class  in  numbers  and  wealth,  and  the 
danger  to  civil  liberty  thereby;  the  tardiness  of  obtaining  justice  in  the  courts, 
and  high  fees  of  certain  court  officers ;  and  expressing  the  belief  that  oujr  only 
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hope  of  existence  as  a  nation  rested  in  the  fru;r^lity,  economy  and  Industry  of 
the  p«H>p1c.  The  dissatisfaction  arising  from  tlicso  grievances  culminated  in 
Shays'  Rclxjllion.    Ttrcnty-two  from  New  Braintrec  joined  Capt.  Siiays. 

Jan.  13,  1787.  The  town  entered  its  protest  against  the  course  adopted 
by  the  Begulators,  and  chose  a  committee  to  confer  with  the  lion.  Gen.  Lin- 
coln and  officers,  and  Capt.  Shays  and  officers,  and  effect  a  reconciliation.  It 
also  Voted,  Febniary  3,  to  petition  the  General  Court  for  a  general,  pardon  of 
the  insurgent:),  provided  they  laid  down  their  arms  and  returned  to  their 
allegiance ;  also  to  send  circular-letters  to  a  number  of  towns  in  this  and  other 
cbuiUies,  inviting  them  to  send  similar  petition^).  February  5,  a  communica- 
tion was  received  from  Gen.  Lincoln,  advisinir  the  town  to  call  home  without 
delay  all  the  men  belonging  to  it  in  arms  under  Capt.  Shad's,  and  not  to  alTord 
any  aid  or  comfort  to  the  inisurgents.  When  this  letter  was  rccctvod,  after 
being  several  times  i*cad  and  considered,  such  a  disagreement  api>eai-ed '  con- 
cerning the  adoption  of  the  course  advised,  that  the  meeting  dissolved  without 
action. 

March  17, 1787.     The  twenty*-twO  took  the  oath  of  allegiance.     May  21, 

the  town  instructed  its  representative  as  follows  :  — 

.'      • '  ■    .    ■ 

**  In  all  free  Goverqments,  that  idea  ought  ever  to  bo  Kept  in  view  that  the  Raters 
anc^Hinistcrs  of  State  arc  the  Honorable  Servants  and  not  the  Haughty  Masters  of  the 
people,  and  directing  him  to  use  his  utmost  exertions  for  a  general  pardon  of  the  insur- 
gents lately  in  rebellion,  restricting  the  nam1)er  of  lawyers  in  the  Commonwealth  to  a 
small  number  of  approved  and  upright  character,  to  dismiss  the  Courts  of  Common 
Fleas,  SherifiTs  and  t)ep.  SheriflA  of  Worcester  County,  empower  the  selectmen  to  do 
the  business  of  Judge  of  Probate,  and  have  the  General  Conrt  removed  from  Boston/* 

June,  1790.  Adopted  an  act  to  discourage  unnecessary  lawsiiits,  providing 
for  a  committee  of  three  discreet  freeholders,  to  whom  'should  bo  submitted  for 
settlements  all  demands  whatsoever  held  by  ono  citizen  against  another.  Tho 
fees  of  tho  committee  were  two  shillings  each  for  each  case.  Any  person  - 
refusing  to  present  bis  claim  to  the  committeo  for  settlement  should  bo  deemed 
unfK^ndly  to  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  treated  by  tho  inhabitants  with  con* 
tempt  and  neglect  as  to  dealings  and  intercourse,  save  in  tho  hxvo  oilices  of 
humanity,  and  should  have  no  votes  for  any  town  office  for  thi*ce  years.  ^ 

March  20,   1792;    The  town  Ixxcame  security  to  tho  Commonwealth'  for 
Joseph  Bowman  and  three  others  in  a  contnict  to  support  the  entire  poor  of  * 
the  State  for  ten  years.     They  in  turn  agreed  to  collect  all  tuxes  during  that 
timo  free  of  expense;  to  take  all  kinds  of  produce  in  payment  of  taxes  nt  a  • 
generous  price,  and  to  purchase  at  a  generous  price  from  said  town  all  produoe 
needed  besides  for  tho  support  of  said  poor,  > 

1753*    The  ''Great  Bridge  "  was  built  over  Ware  River, near  the  ** Furnace.* 

1770.    First  known  fire  occurred,  of  John  Barr*s  house,  and  town  meeting" 
adjourned  thereby.  ;  ! 
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1775.     A  committee  choson  to  encourage  manufacture  of  saltpetre.       r 

1796.     Parade-ground  presented  by  Henry  Peunipdan* 

1804.     Bounds  established  l>ctwcen  Brookfield  and  New  Braintree. 

1808..  September  1.  The  town  petitioned  tlic  President  of  the  United 
States  for  a  suspension  of  the  act  of  embargo  of  1807. 

1810.  Town  visited  with  spotted  fever,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
paid  by  town  (or  attendance  of  physicians.     Bounds  of  Common  established. 

July  2,  1812.  Voted  to  co-operate  with  the  town  of  Boston  in  using  all 
constitutional  means  to  avert  the  threatened  war. 

July  24.  Memorialized  the  President  of  the  United  States,  disapproving  of 
the  present  war,  and  abhorring  an  alliance  with  France. 

J817.     Sabbath-school  first  organized. 

1818.     Stoves  first  introduced  into  meeting-house. 

Previous  to  1826,  the  support  of  the  poor  had  been  put  up  at  auction  to  the 
lowest  bidder.  In  1833,  the  town  purchased  the  Little  faim,  and  supported 
its  poor  thereon. 

183dv    Adopted  rules  for  the  regulation  of  Us  pauper  establishment. 

March  7,  1832.  New  Braintree  Thief-Detecting  Society  organizcvl  with  a; 
membership  of  forty-eight. 

The  "New  Braintree  Temperance  House"  was  erected  by  a  stock  company  at 
an  expense  of  nearly  six  thousand  dollnrs.  It  has  not  i)roved  to  be  a  paying 
investment  to  stockholders,  but  a  prevention  to  the  spread  of  intemperance. 

Until  1843,  religious  institutions  were  supported  by  a  town  tax.  New  Brain* 
tree  being  the  last  town  in  the  Commonwealth  to  sever  the  relation  between 
Church  and  State. 

March  20,  1843.  The  Congregational  parish  was  organized  with  a  member- 
ship of  seventy*nine. 

In  1860,  the  **  pleuro-pneumonia  **  appeared  among  the  cattle.  Two  whole 
herds  were  slaughtered,  and  five  hundred  dollars  paid  for  the  relief  of  the 
suiTerers. 

The  pursuits  of  the  inhabitants  have  been  almost  wholly  agricultural.  The 
dairy  has  been  the  chief  source  of  income.  As  early  as  1800,  New  Braintree 
cheese.had  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  in  Boston.  Previous  to  1865,  this 
was  made  in  private  dairies ;  during  that  year,  the  New  Braintree  Cheese  Man-  » 
ufacturing  Company  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  $4,000,  aikl  crected-otid 
furnished  a  factory  at  a  cc^t  of  $11,000.  The  greatest  quantity  of  milk 
made  in  one  year  was  3,021,000  pounds,  which  may  be  a  fair  estimate  of  the 
annual  production  of  the  town.     The  market  value  of  this  was  $42,294.    ; 

1861.  The  first  legal  town  meeting  to  act  upon  matters  relating  to  the  wir 
of  the  Rebellion,  was  held  May  7th,  at  which  the  selectmen  were  authorized 
to  pay  each  volunteer  belonging  to  the  town  five  dollars  per  month  while  in 
service,  in  addition  to  regular  pay,  and  four  dollars  per  month  to  his  wife,  and 
two  dollars  to  each  child  under  twelve  years  of  age.    July  21, 1862,  voted,  to  ^ 
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pay  a  bounty  of  ono  hundred  dollars  to  each  volunteer  who  enlists  for  three 
years,  and  ten  dollars  additiotial  to  those  who  enlist  within  one  week.  Aug. 
'26.  The  bounty  for  three  years'  volunteers  was  raised  to  two  hundred  dollars, 
and  the  bouuty  to  volunteers  for  nine  months  fixed  at  one  hundred  and  fifly 
dollars,  which  Nov.  4  was  raised  to  two  hundred  dollars.  Nov.  3, 1863.  Hie 
town  treasurer  was  directed  to  pay  the  treasurer  of  the  State  ^  tlie  balance  due 
under  the  act  equalizing  the  bounties  of  volunteers.'* 

April  11,  18G4.  Voted,  a  bounty  of  ono  hundred  and  twenty-6ve  dollars 
to  volunteers  for  three  j^ears'  service,  and  tbis  bounty  was  continued  to  bo  paid 
until  the  end  of  the  war.  The  town  raised  $9,009.55  for  the  war,  licsides  State 
aid,  and  seventy-eight  men,  four  beyond  her  quota.  One  only,  Lieut.  George 
Davis,  was  a  commissioned  officer. 

The  first  repre«ent:itive  to  the  General  Court,  Maj.  James  Woods  was  chosen 
in  1775,  for  which  ho  received  a  compensation  of  eleven  pounds  eight  shillings 
and  twopence.  His  successors  were,  in  177G,  Jonathan  Woods;  1779  to 
1784,  Joseph  Bowman ;  1786,  Capt.  Artemos  Ilowe ;  1787  to  1793,  Capt.  Ben- 
jamin Joslyn;  1794,Capt.  A.  Howe;  1796,  Elias  Hall ;  1797,  UOO  and  1801, 
Benj.  Joslyn;  1798,  Elias  Hall;  1803  to  1806,  Capt.  James  Woods;  1807  to 
1814,  Joseph  Bowman,  Jr.;  1815  to  1817,  Col.  Henry  Penniman;  ISIS  and 
1819,  Col.  Samuel  Mixter;  1821,  Gideon  Delano;  1823,  Capt.  David  Wait; 
1824  and  1825,  Gideon  Delano ;  1826  and  1827,  Jos.  Bowman ;  1823  and  I32t), 
'Philip  Delano;  1831,  Jos.  Bowman;  1833,  Samuel  Bigelow;  1834,  Amory 
HI  Bowman;  1835  and  1836,  James  Bowdoin ;  1837  and  1838,  JobBainger; 
-1839,  James  Bowman;  1840  and  1841,  Col.  Stephen  Fay;  1812  and  1843, 
Capt.  Hollis  Tidd;  1844  and  1848,  Henry  A.  Delano;  1851,  Jonathan  G. 
Frost;  1852,  Moses  Pollard ;  1854  and  1855,  Amory  H.  Fblton ;  1857,  Henry 
M.  Daniels,  1863,  Saxton  P.  Martin,  M.  D. ;  1869,  Cbarles  Wilcox ;  1873, 
Charles  A.  Gleason. 

Prominently  connected  with  its  local  matters  previous  to  1790,  were :  David 
Ay>rs,*Capt.  Elcazcr  Warner,  Dea.  Jatnes  Woods,  Joseph  Pepper,  Dea.  Jon- 
athan ^Voods,  David  Woads,  James  Thompson,  Dea.  William  Witt,  Samuel 
Ware,  Matthew  Ban*,  Robert  Hunter,  Jontithan  Cobleigh,  Beriah  Ilawes,  Maj. 
Joseph  Bowman,  Thomas  Whipple,  Jacob  Pc^pper,  Pcrcival  Hall,  Solomon 
Mathews,  Joseph  Barr,  Maj-.  Artemas  Howe,  Benj.  Joslyn,  Henry  Penniman, 
Wareham  Warner,  John  Tufts,  Jonathan  Nj'c. 

April  19,  1775,  a.company  of  minute-men,  numl)ering  fifty,  was  organized 
under  John  Granger  as  captain,  and  attached  to  Col.  Jonathan  Warner's  regi- 
ment. Their  time  of  service-  averaged  two  weeks.  A  muster-roll  of  the 
company  under  Capt.  Granger,  in  Col.  Learned's*  regiment,  Aug.  1,  1775, 
includes  thirty-three- from  New  Braintreo,  twenty  from  Westurn  (now  War- 
ren), and  ten  from  other  towns.  Hieir  time- of  sorVico  was  three  months  one 
week  and  six  days.  May  27,  1778,  wages  were  paid  to  soldiers  per  month  at 
tho  following  rates:  To  those  serving  in  the  army  in  New  York,  five  pounds; 
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at  Ticoiulcrogti  and  westward,  six  pounds;  in  the  Jerseys,  four  pounds;  at 
Fisbkill,  six  pounds;  to  Continentals,  for  tlirce  years,  three  pounds  teu  shil- 
lings. The  third  regiment,  State  oiilitla,  including,  with  others,  one  company 
of  militia  from  this  town,  and  one  company  of  grenadiers  from  Xew  Braii^trco 
and  Oakham  jointly,  mustered  every  alternate  year  on  the  parade-grounds 
granted  by  Henry  Penniman. 

The  commissioned  colonels  of  the  third  regiment  from  New  Braintree,  wcjre : 
Samuel  Mixter,  Louis  Bhickmer,  Ilenr}'  Penniman,  Stephen  Fay,  Asu  Barr,  Bos- 
well  Converse  and  Amoryll.  Bowman,  Brigade  Inspector,  with  ran!;  of  colonel. 

Hon.  Samuel  Mixter,  born  Oct,  15,  1784;  in  the  House  of  BepresentatiiJies, 
1818  and  1819;  senator  for  Worcester  County,  1833,  1831  and  1835  ;  council- 
lor,  1837  and  1838;  commissioned  colonel  of  third  regiment  State  militia; 
.prominent  in  school  matters  and  probate  of  estates;  died  March  30,  1862, 

Hon..  Joseph  Bowman  was  born  in  New  Braintree,  Sept^  II,  1771.  With 
very  limited  education,  he  entered  business,  during  his  minority,  with  Il^nry 
Penniman,  in  his  native  place.  By  enterprise,  untiring  industry,  pcrseveraace, 
sound  judgment  and  unflinching  integrity,  he  enlarged  the  business  until  it 
extended  through  very  many  of  the  towns  in  the  west  half  of  Worcester  and 
cast  part  of  Hampshire  counties.  He  continued  in  business  thirty-fivq  yejir^, 
realizing  a  considerable  fortune.  He  was  chosen  president  of  Hampshire  Manu- 
facturers' Bank  in  Ware,  in  1827,  and.  held  the  oflSco  twenty-one  years,  rin 
politics  he  was  a  member  of  the  Whig  party ;  elected  representative  in  1807 
and  thirteen  times  thereafter;  senator  in  1827  and  1828,  and  member  of  tjio 
council  under  Gov.  Lincoln's  administration,  in  1833  and  1834;  a  liberal  sup- 
porter of  religious  and  educational  institutions ;  died  Jan.  30,  1852. 

Rev.  John  Fiske,  D.  D.,  lK)rn  at«  Warwick,  Oct.  26,  1770;  graduated  ot 
Dartmouth,  1791;  studied  theology  under  liev.  Dr.  Lyman  of  Hatfield; 
liceused  to  preach  at  Iladley,  March  G,  1794 ;  settled  in  Kew  Braintree,  Oct. 
.2G,  179G ;  received  degree  of  D.  D.  from  Amhei-st  College  in  1841 ;  published 
a  spelling-book  in  1807  ;  Fast  Day  ser^ion  1812  ;  dedicatory  and  semi-centen- 
nial discourse  184G ;  a  founder  and  long  a  trustee  of  Amher:^t  College ;  emi- 
nently wise,  cautious,  determined,  modest,  with  a  stead}'  adherence  to  his  eou- 
victions  of  truth  and  justice ;  Inid  a  thorough  knowledge  of  human  nature,  oo 
uncommon  tact  in  dealing  with  men,  and  exercised  a  great  influence  in  his  town, 
and  in  the  association  in  which,  by  common  consent,  ho  occupied  the  first  poii- 
tion ;  died  March  15,  1855,  after  a  ministry  of  fifty-eight  years. 

A  list  of  the  town  clerks  of  New  Braintree  is  api>cnded,  with  the  date  q{ 
first  election  of  each:  David  Woods,  17.50;  Benjamin  Bradshaw,  1778;  Joseph 
Bowman,  1779;  Elias  Hall,  1781;  Percival  Hall,  1787;  Alpbcus  Warner, 
1794;  Fhilip  Delano,  1800;  Amasa  Bigelow,  1834;  Henry  A.  Delano,  1843; 
A.  A.  Kendall,  1855;  Henry  A..  Delano,  185G;  Abijah  Eddy,  18G1 ;  Scv. 
John  H.  Gurney,  1863 ;  Cbailes  B.  Frost,  1864 ;  George  K.  Tufts,  1867. 
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NoRTRBOROUOH  U  a  pleosaiit  town  on  the  eastern  boundary  of  Worcester 
Coupty,  tbirty-two  miles  west  of  Boston  by  the  railroad,  which  runs  through 
ita  centre.  It  lies  in  a  kind  of  valley  open  toward  the  south,  and  bounded  by  the 
hills  of  Berlip  on  the  north,  Boylston  and  Shrewsbury  on  the  west,  West- 
borough  on  the  south,  and  Marlborough  on  the  east,  This  valley  is  finely 
watered  by  the  Ass^abct  Biver,  and  its  tributaries,  Howard  and  Cold  Harlnir 
brooks,  which  unite  with  the  larger  stream  at  the  centre  of  the  town.  By 
Stirruir  Brook,  the  waters  of  Chauncy  and  Bartlett  ponds  in  the  south-westerly 
part  of  the  town  find  their  way  through  a  long  swamp  into  tlie  Assabet.  In 
the  northern  part  of  the  town  are  three  parallel  ranges  —  Ball  HilK  Mount 
Pisgah  and.  Sulphur  IlilL  In  the  centre  is  Mount  Assabet,  from  the  summii 
of  which  the  spires  of  nearly  twenty  churches  may  bo  seen.  In  the  south-east 
is  Bock  Hill.     In  the  south-west  is  Tomlin  Hill. 

Although  Northborough  lies  in  a  kind  of  valley,  the  reader  will  not  conclude 
from  this  that  the  situation  is  unhealthful.  Away  back  in  post-glacial  times, 
this  was  probably  the  bed  of  a  primeval  lake ;  at  any  rate  the  subsoil  js  generally 
of  gravel,  and  the  surface  well  drained.  People  attain  to  good  old  age  witliin 
its  borders..  .'  ■.       \       ■ 

Northborough  contains  within  its  present  limits  10,150  acres  of  strong  and 
good  soil.  Its  outline  roughly  resembles  an  arrow-head,  with  the  axis  of  great- 
est length  running  from  north-east  on  Ball  Hill  to  the  south-west  on  the  Assabet 
River,  near  the  dwelling-house  of  Mr.  Sidney  Bigclow.  The  outer  corners  of 
the  base  are  on  the  east  at  the  farm  of  Mr.  G.  P.  Heath,  and  on  the  west  at 
the  farm  of  Mr.  Ira  Lawrence.  • 

*  The  anthor  wonid  hero  acknowledge  his  indebtedoees  to  the  sketch  of  the  history  of  North- 
iMtough,  published  in  1820,  by  lUv.  Joseph  Allen,  D.  D. 
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This  town  was  not  iucorporatcd  until  Jan.  24,  1766,  but  for  the  previous 
twenty-two  years  it  really  had  a  separate  existence  from  the  parent  town,  being 
set  off  as  Iho  second  precinct  or  parish  of  Westborounh,  Oct.  20,  1744.  The 
town  records  commence  at  this  list-namcd  date,  and  the  people,  by  their 
struggles  to  build  a  meeting-house,  and  support  a  minister,  and  by  their  con- 
tinual gatherings  on  the  Sabbath  in  a  separate  house  of  worship,  were  effectually 
divided  from  the  parent  town,  though  they  still  voted,  paid  their  taxes  and 
received  appropriations  for  the  su^iport  of  schools  and  roads  from  the  treasury 
of  Weslbfu-ough  until  1766. 

The  oldest  vestige  of  pioneer  life  still  in  existence  and  general  use  is 
unquestionably  the  "great  road**  to  Worcester,  as  it  is  still  very  properly 
called.  The  grant  given  to  John  Rediat  in  1672  mentions  an  older  road,  but 
speaks  of  it  as  disused  at  the  time  the  de'ed  was  given.  One  of  the  bounds  of 
his  grant  was  **  the  Neprauck  road  ihat  for  merit/  led  toward  Conetiooat."  Thw: 
was  the  ^  old  Conneticoat  road,"  and  led  through  the  south-east  partjof  the  town 
over  Rock  Hill  and  past  Chauncy  Pond.  The  above-named  grant  shows  thajtjn 
1672  this  road  had  ceased  to  be  used,  and  was  already  displaced  by  the  **new 
Connecticut  road,"  or,  as  it  w*as  afterwards  called,  "the  post  ^oad."  Thotigh 
but  a  mere  foot  or  bridle  path  through  the  woods,  it  was  the  highway  of  com- 
munication between  Boston  and  the  western  settlements.  Let  us  stop  outl 
thuik  of  the  throng  that  has  traveled  over  its  surface —i- the  Indian,  thd  ' 
pioneer,  the  minute-men  of  Bunker  Ilill,  Burgoyne's  surrendered  army,  Wash*- 
ington,  Lafayette,  the  brilliant  wife  of  Jerome  Bonaparte,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  nameless  host  —  and  let  us  no  longer  deny  respect  to  antiquity. 

The  oldest  settler  known   to  tradition  is  John  Brigham,  who,   in   1672,  '^ 
received  a  grant  on  "Licor  Meadow  plain,"and  came  at  dnc^,  and  built  a  saw-mill 
and  a  cabin,  staying  until  fear  of  savages  drove  him  nway. 

Below  is  a  partial  list  of  the  early  settlers;  the  second  column  gives  the 
names  of  persrms  living  now  on  or  near  the  same  house-lots  or  other  identifi- 
cations.    The  list  is  only  partial,  and  covers  the  period  from  1672  till  1?52 : 

John  Brigham,  ....  Parker,  Tfrltcbell  &  Co.Vsaw-mlU. 

Thomas  Drigbam,     •        .        .        .  G.  P.  iTcatb. 

Samuel  Goodcnow,  •        .        •        .  Wm.  A.  Barllctt. 

Nathanael  Oakes,     ....  Sam.  McClucr ;  Martin  &  Whitney  parsonage. 

Simeon  Howard,  Sr.,        •        .        .  Eliab  Wood,  opp.  old  Orthodox  meeting-bouse. 

Gersbom  Fay,  Sr.,    •        •        •        .  On  hill-side,  west  of  East  school-bouse. 

Capt.  Jas.  Eager,*   ....  Mclntyre  Place — Mrs.  Thompson. 

Dca.  Matthias  Rice,  .        .        .  Stratton  Place. 

Jacob  Rice, Centre  Grammar  Scbool-hoase. 

*  Capt.  Eagcr's  bouae  trbca  bnilt  was  tbo  only  hnmnn  habitation  on  the  now  Connocticnt  road 
hctwccn  Samuel  Gooclenow^s  (see  aboTo)  nD<l  Broolvfichl.  Dr.  Allcu  nays  it  was  the  ouly  houao  ex- 
cept the  lodian  Tillage  of  Doggacboag  near  Worcester,  but  this  village  was  threo  miles  sonth  of  the 
road.  (See  Mass.  Hist  orical  Coll.,  vol.  I.,  p.  19^0  This  honse  was  alVerwards  need  as  the  first  tavwn 
in  town  and  o  garrison.    Capt  Ea;;iT  gave  the  laud  on  which  the  mceiing-houae  was  erected. 
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Bclzecl  Eager, Chw.  Poller, 

Silas  Fay, Simmoit  Farm.  - 

Doa.  Isaac  Tomlin,  .        .        •        .  Mrs.  George  Davia. 

Hesekiah  T«)inblin,   •        .        •        •  Top  of  Toralin  Hill. 

Dca.  Jonatlian  Livermore,        •        •  Aaa  Gage. 

Thomas  Gooilaoir T.  C.  Woodward. 

Ephraim  Allen,         ....  J.  A.  Biulil. 

Adam  Ilollowa}*,      .        •        •        .  George  II.  Williams. 

Samuel  Wootl,  ....  Old  Soavcr  Place,  owned  by  Milo  IHldreth. 

Simeon  Howard,  Jr.,        •        •        •  Judson  Da}*. 

TIic  firot  eliiinrh  was  organized  by  Ibo  signature  of  ten  names  to  the  cove- 
nant, besides  lUiit  of  the  pastor-elect.^  Crccil  tlicro  was  none,  and  nono  was 
needed,  for  Ibo  Assembly's  Calccbism,  wbicb  was  tauirbt  in  every  farm-house 
and  school-room,  afforded  an  unquestiopcdxetandard  of  l>clicf.  As  an  illustra- 
tion of  Ibo  poverty  of  ihc  people  at  this  tiinp'(May  21,  174G),  and  their  eager- 
ness for  religious  privileges,  it  rs  iuteroi^ng  to  note  that  tho  ordination  services 
took  place  in  the  roceting-bob^e,  althaugRi^t  tho  time  of  ordination  it  was  des- 
titute of  pulpit,  pews,  ^ltbri^«,or  even  ^eiyiancnt  floors,  and  was  lighted  only 
by  rough  openings  in  the  unpiabtercQ  walls.  ^It  was  not  completed  till  175G, 
ten  years  after.  ^      "*'    r  ^ 

Tho  salary  offcr^-io  Mr.  ^Mart^*n  is  \ilsa  Jnjleresting,  and  illustrates  the 
beauties  of  an  uxcSeidinabTo  paper  curren^. ,  *^£50  .in  bills  of  tho  last  emis- 
sioii  or  £200  in  Bills  fif^tbo  old  tenor,  or  other  &/?Z^  of, Public  Credit  equivalent 
to  said  sum  ;  also  £3(30  Ol^Tenor  money  dTs  ^*s*;ltlcment.'*  A  pound,  old  tenor, 
equaled  eighty-two  cents.         i      .^,       '-'     \' 

The  original  meeliu'j-houso  —  now  m^v^d  froii^  its  old  location,  which  was  a 
little  west  of  the  present  Unitarian  Church,  to  make  tho  central  part  of  the 
barn  of  Mr.  E.  M.  Norcross  —  had  no  bell,  belfry,  or  even  chimney.  It  was 
painted  a  dingy  yellow,  and  had  three  doors,  one  each  on  the  east,  west  and  south 
sides,  —  doors  which  opened  inward,  and  let  in  a  great  deal  of  cold  air  when 
they  were  opened.  There  was  a  tall  pulpit  over  which  was  a  sounding-board  ; 
in  front  of  tho  pulpit,  facir.g  the  audience,  were  tho  deacon's  seats ;  around 
tho  four  walls  and  in  the  cenlro*^verc  the  pdws,  high-backed  and  square,  with 
half  of  the  seats  compelling  one  tCi  sit'  back  (6  the  minister;  overhead  were 
the  galleries,  with  the  men  on  one  side,  and  tho  womc'ii  on  the  other.  At  noon, 
between  services,  some  would  go  to  Iho  tavern  and  warm  themselves  by  tho 
blazing  lire  without,  and,  we  fear,  by  a  glass  or  two  of  spirit  within,  or  to  Mr. 
Holbrook's,  who  lived  in  the  house  next  the  residence  of  Mr.  Wilder  Bush, 
and  who  kept  the  saw-mill. 

Tho  following  is  a  list  of  the  ministers  of  this  church  from  tho  beginning  to 

tbo  present  time : — 

John  Martyn,  born  in  Doston,  1706;  Harvard  College,  1724;  ordained  in  Nortli- 
borough,  May  21,  174G.  The  iutcr^*al  between  these  dales  he  had  s^icnt  in  business 
pursuits.     Died  April  SO,  17G7. 


/^Mii; 
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Peter  Whitney, born  Sept.  C,  1 744  ;  Harvard  College,  1 7G2  ;  onlainecl  io  Nortliborough, 
Nov.  4,  1707.  Mr.  Whitney  was  the  author  of  an  excellent  history  of  Worcester 
County.  He  was  a  very  roethodical  man,  always  walking  with  his  wife  to  meeting, 
followed  by  his  len  children  always  in  the  exact  order  of  their  age.  Ho  was  an  oa»3"- 
going  man,  perhaps  more  absorbed  in  the  political  issues  of  his  day  than  in  direct 
aggressive  religious  work.  He  died  suddenly,  Feb.  19,  181G,  afier  a  pastorateof  forty- 
nine  years. 

Joseph  Allen,  D.  D.,  born  in  Bledfield,  Aug.  15,  1790 ;  Harvard  College,  1811 ;  or- 
dained at  Northborough,  Oct.  80,  181C;  died  in  ripe  old  age,  Feb.  23,  1873.  Dr. 
Allen  was  a  remarkable  man, — a  peacemaker,  and  a  cultivated  scholar.  He  was  widely 
known  throughout  his  denomination  as  the  author  of  several  Sabbath  School  Question- 
Books ;  and  in  town  he  exercised  a  powerful  and  long  continued  influence.  He  had  n 
deep  interest  in  the  prosperity  and  the  culture  of  this  town,  and  wrote  its  history  up  to  tho 
year  182G.  On  the  fortieth  anniversary  of  his  settlement  he  resigned  the  active  labor 
of  the  pastorate,  and  the  following  clergymen  were  settled  as  his  colleagues : — ^T.  U. 
Forbush,  Jan.  1,  1858,  to  July  1,  18G3  ;  II.  L.  Myrick,  Junc.27,  18GG,  to  Oct.  1,  18G8; 
F.  L.  Ilosmer,  Oct.  29, 1869,  to  Aug.  25,  1872. 

The  next  pastor  was  C.  T.  Irish,  installed  July  9,  1873,  and  resigned  July  1, 187G. 

The  present  pastor  is  H.  F.  Bond,  who  commenced  labor  April  1,  1877. 

This  society  has  an  excellent  mccting-honso,  erected  in  1808,  at  a  cost  of 
$10,000.  They  have  a  parsonage  built  in  187G,  at  a  cost  of  $3,000,  exclusive 
of  tho  land. 

The  Capti>t  Church,  consisting  at  the  beginning  of  twenty-seven  members, 
was  formed  July  2,  1827.  This  organization  hiis  also  had  two  meeting-houses, 
both  of  which  stood  on  tho  samo  site.  The  firbt  was  built  in  1828.  Tho  pres- 
ent cdiGce  was  dedicated  Nov.  28,  1850.  This  church  has  had  frequent 
changes  in  tho  pastorate,  having  had  fourteen  pastors  in  the  tifty-two  years 
of  its  existence. 

Previous  to  1848  tho  changes  wore  so  frequent  and  their  stay  in  town  was 
so  bhort,  that  the  list  of  their  names  will  not  be  of  inten  st.  Wc  append  tho 
names  of  those  who  have  held  this  (»ffii:o  since  1848  : — Charles  Farrar,  1848- 
55  ;  Silas  Eipley,  1855-05  ;  D.  F.  Larason,  1805-73  ;  W.  K.  Davey,  1873-77  ; 
E  L.  Goddard,  1877-78.  Tho  present  pastor  UJ.  Tillson,  who  commenced 
labor  hero  December,  1878.  This  society  has  a  parsonage  purchased  in  18C8, 
at  a  cost  of  $1,800. 

The  Evangelical  Conjrregational  Society  was  organized  April  12,  1882,  with 
Ihirty-fivo  members.  The  pastors  of  tliis  church  are  as  fiillows  : — Samuel  A. 
Fay,  1832-30;  Daniel  II.  Emerson,  1830-40;  Joshua  Dates,  D.  D.,  1840-2; 
William  A.  Houghton,  1843-51;  Samuel  S.  Ashley,  1852-04;  George  E. 
Sanbomc,  1805-70.  Horace  Dutton  commenced  his  labors  Miy,  1,  1870,  and 
resigned  May  1,  1879.  This  sociity  has  also  had  two  mccting-bouseSt  tho 
iiri»t  dedicated  Oct.  17,  1832,  novv  occupied  as  a  dwelling- houso  liy  Capt. 
Lewis  Fay;  the  second  erected  in  1847.  The  parsonage  was  purchased  and 
roconstnicted  in  1873,  at  a  total  cost  of  $3,000. 
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The  following  extract  from  our  town  retards,  dated  April  13,  17G6,  (the 
year  of  incorporation)  is  of  interest: — "Voted  &  allowed  Thos.  Goodcnow 
Bchool-niaster  for  boarding  himself  nineteen  weeks  £3  16^."  As  bos  been  said, 
this  man  lived  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  tlie  bouse  of  Mr.  Theodore  C. 
Woodward.  Dr.  Allen  says  in  his  centennial  discourse :  — '^Long  before  any 
school-bouses  had  been  erected,  Master  Goodcnow  was  accustomed  tr>  teach  from 
house  to  house,  a  few  weeks  at  a  time  in  each,  the  precinct  paying  him  four 
shijllings  a  week  for  bis  board.     At  tbis  date  ho  was  57  years  old."  ^ 

In  1770  the  district  was  divided  into  four  ** squadrons"  or  school  districts. 
And  in  1780,  fourteen  years  after  its  iucori>oration,  the  district  granted  £4,000 
in  the  greatly  depreciated  Continental  currency,  equal  to  $175  in  coin ^  to  build 
four  scbool-houjBes ;  afterwards  tbere  was  an  additional  grant  wbich  amounted 
to  $3G7  in  hard  money,  so  that  each  school-house  cost  in  all  $135. 

Interesting  facts  about  these  early  nui'series  of  intelligence,  the  location  and 
construction  of  thp  builcli ngs,  and  the  names  of  somo  of  tlio  teachers  might  bo 
given,  but  want  of  space  alone  forbids.  No  true  cbild  of  New  England  is  ever 
weary  of  :rccaHhig  tbo  incidents  of  his  school-timo  days: 

The  first  school-house  in  tbis  town,  erected  as  early  as.  1779,  was  the  .rcfuilt 
of  private  enterprise.  An  association 'of  citizens  was  formed,  called  tbo 
•*  Seminary  Association,"  and  tbo  building  was  bjuilt  by  subscription,  in  thirty- 
five  shares.  It  stood  nearly  opposite  the  old  Orthodox  mccting-house,  now 
occupied  as  a  dwelling-house  by  Capt.  Lewis  Fay.  *  This  seminary  was  sup- 
ported by  annual  assessments  of  the  shareholders,  and  if  any  children  from 
families,  outside  the  association,  desired  to  share  its  privileges,  they  paid  a' 
fixed  tuition.  Master  James  Hart  was  the  teacher  who  seems  to  bo  remem- 
bered for  his  skill  in  pQnmai>ship.  A  number  of  documents  relating  to  this 
association  are  still  preserved. 

Xbp  seminary  building  stood  in  its  original  place  for  twenty-seven  years.    It 
had  gradually  become  neglected,  as  tho50  who  bad  constructed  it  pissed  oflTtbo 
stage,  and  was  finally  used  as  a  sheep-pen.     In  1808  it  Avas  rcini)ved,  and  now  . 
forms  tbo  main  part  of  the  hpuse  of  Mr.  Dennis  ("Altamont")  Rico. 

In  182Cr  the  town  for  the  first  time  elected  a  school  committee ;  for  the  duty 
of  superintending  the  schools  had,  before  this,  devolved  upon  the  juinistor  and> 
selectmen.  . 

At  the  present  time,  in  addition  to  four  district  schools,  there  are  at  the 
cenitro  a.  grammar  school-house,  erected  in  1837,  and  a  high-school  .building,  » 
built  in  1870.    Thq  appropriation  for  schools  has  risen  from.  £11  ($30)  in 
1767,  $750  in  1845,  and  $1,200  in  1855,  to  $3,200  in  1879. 

Northborgugb  has  produced  an  unusually  large  number  >of  teacberS}  and  the.: 
towu  has  a  fair  record  in  respect  to  education.] 

**  Among  it  educational- institutions  the  lyccum  deserves  a  passing  notice.  It 
was  among  tbo'earliest,  if  not  the  first  formed  in  this  county,  and'continued  in 
active  operation  for  more  than  thirty  years,  beginning  with  1828.     It  was  ia 


LIBRARIES.  138 


fact  a  free  high  school^  and,  by  its  lectures  •  and  debates,  did  good  service  in 
the  caiise  of  popular  educalion." 

The  honor  of  foundinir  this  institution  bclon^^s  to  Dr.  Allen,  whose  words 
bave  just  been  quoted.  In  the  year  182G,  ho  delivered  a  course  of  astronom- 
ical lectures  which  awakened  great  interest,  and  resulted  in  the  formation  of  the 
lyccum.  Within  a  few  years  an  attempt  was  miidc  to  revive  this  institution, 
but  it  does  not  seem  to  have  succeeded  very  well  for  some  reason. 

From  the  j-ear  1793  until  18G7,  when  our  Free  Public  Library  tvae 
instituted,  various  attempts  have  been  made,  with  more  or  less  success, 
to  supply  the  citizens  of  this  community  with  an  abundance  of  attractive  read- 
ing matter.     We  append  a  list  of  libraries  which  have  been  formed  here :     •' 

Social  Library^  mentioned  by  Rev.  Peter  Whitney  in  his  History  of  North- 
borough,  and  said  to  have  been  formed  by  about  thirty  gentlemen,  with 
provisions  for  its  annual  increase;  in  1703  it  contained  100  volumes. 

Female  Religious  Tract  Society  (1817),  finally  merged  into  the  Orthodox 
Sunday-school  Library. 

Social  Library  (1817).  Sixty  young  ladies  met  in  a  room  in  the  m^tiog- 
bonsc  and  sewed  straw,  thus  earning  $100,  which  was  spent  for  books. 

Jforthborouffh  Free  Library  (1827).  Founded  b^'  a  donation  of  fifty 
volumes  from  Dr.  Allen,  and  accepted  by  the  church,  with  the  promise  that 
it  should  remain  forever  free  to  all,  and  be  supported  only  by  voluntary  contri- 
butions. The  old  Social  Library  was  afterwards  merged  with  this,  and  thus* 
enlarged,  it  contained  more  than  four  hundred  volumes. 

Young  Men^s  Library^  kept  in  Gale  &  Davis's  store,  afterwards  in  the' 
Arcade  Buildin2:.     Finallv  sold  at  auction. '  * 

School  District  Library.  In  1843  the  town  accepted  a  donation  of  $90 
from  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  purchased  with  this  sum  a  library  for 
each  school  district. '  The  intention  was  that  each  library  shonld  pass  from 
school  to  school  in  rotation,  but  this  arrangement  proving  unsatisfactory,  the 
six  libraries  were  merged  into  one,  and  kept  at  the  store  of  Mr.  George 
Barnes.     Finally  incorporated  with  the  Public  Library. 

Agricultural  Library  (August,  1857).  The  books  of  this  were  also  given 
to  the  next ;  viz. : — 

Free  Public  Library^  which  contains,  at  present,  4,608  volumes.  Added  last 
year,  318.  Income  for  1877-78,  $543.47.  Fund,  $1,125.  In  the  year  18B6, 
the  centennial  year,  lion.  Cyrus  Galo  and  Hon.  Milo  llildreth  ofiered,  the  one 
$1,000  and  the  other  $250  to  the  town,  for  a  public  library,  provided  that  a 
suitable  town  ball  should  be  built,  and  a  room  furnished  for  the  books  in  the 
new  building.  This  offer  was  accepted,  and  the  hall  was  built  at  a  cost  of 
$35,000.  The  fund  thus  created  was  afterwards  increased  in  various  ways,- 
especially  by  a  gift  of  $1,000  —  $500  in  cash  and  $500  ia  books,  the  latter  of 
which  are  for  the  most  part  yet  to  be  received  —  frbm  the  Hon.  Isaac  Davis  of 
Worcestcrt  a  native  of  this  town. 
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CIVIL  HISTORY TIIC  BCTOLUTION  AND  THE  LATEft  WARS  —  MANUFACnmES  — - 

RiVRLY  HILLS — IRON    FORGE    AND    POTASH  TVORKS  —  PRESENT    FACTORIES  — 
LARGE   DEVELOPMENT  OF  INDUSTRY  —  EMINENT  CITIZENS. 

In  tho  old  French  wars  at  least  thirteen  went  from  this*  small  precinct; 
three  joined  the  expedition  to  Halifax  in  1754;  two  were  at  Crown  Point  in 
1735 ;  and  ei^ht  were  with  the  army  under  Gen.  Abercrombio  in  his  defeat 
]bcfore  Ticonderoga.     (Sec  Allen^s  History  for  particulars.) 

With  regard  to  tho  Revolutionary  war,  onr  town  recoi*ds  from  1773  to  1780 
furnish  ample  evidence  that  tho  people  of  this  small  community  were  fully 
kwake  to  the  situation. 

The  following  communication  appeared  in  tho  **  Massachusetts  Gazette,"  Feb. 

17,1773:  — 

•  <  ■  • 

^^  We  hear  from  Shrewsbury  that  one  day  last  week  a  pedlar  was  observed  to  go  into 
a  tavern  with  a  bag  containing  abont  30  lbs.  of  tea.  Information  of  which  being  had 
at  Korthborough  a  company  of"  (jonng  men  disguised  as]  '^ Indians  went  from  the 
Great  Swamp  or  thereabouts,  and  seized  upon  it,  and  committed  it  to  the  flames  in  the 
road  facing  said  tavern,  until  it  was  entirely  consumed." 

,It  was  ten  months  after  this  act  of  thcsp  young  men  of  Northboi*ougb,  viz., 
Dec.  IG,  1773,  tfiat  three  hundred  chests  of  tea  were  thrown  overboard  in 
Boston  harbor  by  a  party  of  so-called  ^Indians." 

Some  time  before  the  war  broke  out  a  company  of  fifty  ininute-mon  was 
raised  among  this  community,  and  it  was  while  this  company  was  gathering  upon 
the  comnion,  at  1  p.  m.,  April  19,  1776,  that  a  messenger  came  with  tho 
tidings  ou  his  lips  that  blood  had  been  shed  that  day  at  Concord.  Instantly 
,tbe  whojo  .villago  became  tho  scene  of  humed  preparation^  and  it  is  related 
that  a  niece  of  Capt.  Samuel  Wood,  who  was  also  the  mother  of  Dea.  Samuel 
Wood  now  living,  sat  up  all  of  tho  next  night  to  assist  in  casting  bullets,  and 
that  ftext  day  a  daughter  was  born  to  her,  who  afterwards  became  the  wife  of 
Asaph  Rice.  .The  company  met  tho  next  morning  in  front  of  what. is  now  well 
known  as  tho  old  Seaver  house,  which  was  at  that  tinid  tho  residence  of  Capt. 
Woods,  and  from  there  marched  to  the  q^mp  at  Cambridge,  and  afterwards 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  llill.  The  pay-roll  and  other  papers  of  this 
company  are  still  iTreserved,  aiid  are  in  the  possession  of  Dea.  S.  W.  Norci^oss. 

Tho  small  number  of  Tories  in  town  and  the  state  of  feeling  toward  therta 
are  best  illustrated  by  the  following :  — 

••  To  the  Gentlemen  Selectmen  S,  Comm.  of  Correspondence  for  the  Jbwn  of  Northborough : 

Tho  i^etitidn  of  Sylvanus  Billings  Ilumbly  Sbcweth  that  he  is  desirous  to  settle  with 
this  town  &  is  willing  to  confess  his  faults.  He  owns  that  he  has  been  backward  and 
Quflriendly  in  n6t  defending  this  Country  against  the  Brittish  Power ;  he  owns  that  he 
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was  anfricndly  in  not  bringing  Caleb  Green  to  Justice  who  was  a  notorious  villain  and 
an  enem\*  to  his  country :  to  this  &  all  other  of  his  faults  in  this  matter  he  is  hoartil}* 
sorry  for,  &  humbly  asks  forgiveness  of  the  good  people  of  this  Town  &  so  is  willing 
to  submit  a  peaceable  &  reasonable  settlement:  lie  desires  that  30U  wd  hear  his 
petition  &  take  it  into  your  wise  consideration  &  restore  him  into  fiiendship  again,  as 
-in  duty  bound  shall  pnly.-  This  from  your  most  obedient  and  well  wishing  friend,  who 
promises  in  future  to  be  a  good  member  of  Society.  ^  ' 

[Sg]  SiLVANUS   BiLLINOS. 

"Mch.  2ad,  1780." 

Northborongh  was  always  strongly  opposed  to  the  system  of  slavory, 
and,  amongst  other  things,  claims  tho  honor  of  being  tbo  first  to  call  for 
llic  convcnti<m  which  resulted  in  tho  formation  of  the  Free-Soil  party.  It 
is,  doubtless,  true  that  tho  universal  feeling  of  disgust  throughout  Kew  Eng- 
land at  tho  pro-slavery  procirvitics  of  tho  nominees  of  both  the  Democmtic 
and  the  Whig  parties  made  this  n  spontaneous  movement ;  but  still  it  is  true 
that  Capt.  Cyrus  Gale  of  Northborough  was  the  first  to  draw  np  a  call  for  :i 
convention,  and  to  take  it,  in  company  with  Samuel  Clark,  Esq  ,  to  tho  office 
of  tbo  "Whig*'  nowsi>aper,  edited  hy  Chas.  Francis  Adams.  The  original  call, 
printed  as  a  band-bill,  and  bearing  the  signature  of  one  hundred  and  seirenty- 
two  names,  is  in  the  possession  of  tho  author  of  this  sketch. 

A  similar  earnest  spirit  of  patriotism  was  shown  in  the  war  of  tbo  Rebellion. 
Immediately  after  President  Lincoln  made  his  first  call  for  troops,  a  citizens' 
meeting  was  held,  at  which  resolutions  were  adopted  showing  nh  intense 
determination  to  uphold  the  government.  And,  in  the  legal  meetings  which 
followed,  the  town  showed  that  the  resolutions  of  the  previous  mass  meetings 
were  not  empty  words  of  momentary  enthusiasm,  but  were  the  indication^  of  a 
deep-settled' purpose.  It  is  worthy  of  note,  that  for  one  year  the  pay  grilntetl 
to  volunteers  from  this  to^n  and  their  families  was^  considenibly  in  excess  of 
vrhat  was  allowed  by  law.  The  authority  for  this  statement  is  Scbouler's 
History  of  Massachusetts  in  the  Rebellion,  which  is  also  responsible  for  the 
following  statistics : — 

^^Tbc  nnmbcr  of  men  furnished  by  Northborongh  for  the  war  was  140,  whicl^  was  a 
surplus  of  0  over  and  above  all  demands.  Two  were  commissioned  o/Iicers.  The  total 
amount  of  mone\-  appropriated  and  expended  by  the  Town  on  account  of  the  wiar, 
exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  810,647.57.  The  State  aid  to  soldiers'  families,  afterwards 
repaid  by  thd  State,  amounted  to  88,840.70." 

The  ladies  of  this  town  were  also  very  patriotic,  taking  their  sewing- 
roachines  from  their  homes  to  the  churches  and  working  together  iu;  making 
clothing.  They  also  prepared  and  sent  many  boxes  of  provisions  to  our 
Ijoj-8  in  tho  army.  One  of  our  clergymen,  the  Rev.  S.  S.  Ashley,  was  so 
luuih  al>sorbcd  in  this  conflict  that  he  resigned  his  charge  and  joined  tlio 
Christian  Commission,  where  he  labored  in  hospital  and  camp  for  the  physical 
comfort,  and  religious  instruction  of  our  soldiers,  and  bus,  since  the.  cooipletiou 
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of  the  war,  gtren  his  whoto  time  and  strength  to  efibrts  for  tho  eleration  of  the 
colored  people  of  the  South,  baviiig  been  Superintendent  of  Pul)Iic  Instruction 
for  tho  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  President  of  Straight  University,  New 
Orleans,  La. 

To  commemorate  these  scenes  of  the  war,  and  especially  to  perpetuate  the 
memory  of  those  who  never  returned  to  thc|r  homes  and  kindred,  the  town,  in 
the  year  18R9,  erected  a  S^^ldicrs'  Monumefii,<at1t  cost  of  $3,000.  It  is  a  fine 
shaft  of  granite,  sunnpunted  hy  the  figure  of  qiv^agle,  striding  upon  a  suitable 
liase,  upon  which  are  inscribevi  the  kis^e&'pf  fwenty-five^[H)fl^8ed  soldiers.  A 
Postol 
18,  18(1 

Tho  begi0hinj  of  miltwo^rk  and  mii^cbftBical  TiiQUstf]^  was  yerjMiariy  indeed, 
OS  we  see  l)jr'tho'(Vllowing  action  of  the  local  aiithorkyV^JV0jr.i^$.,  1744, 
Voted  thatv^i-ccinct  nicciiugs  for  tho  J'lttucr  slipulil  jjo  wanicd  fiy  |wo  uotifica- 


(  the  Grnnd^^rmy  of  jlhc  Republic  als!)  exists  in  town,  organized  Juno 
no,  having 'at  present  tyventy-fivo  mdVnbers. .     ^ '  '\cu-r  ^1^^  ?  v^ 


from  Suckbnry  atiMcl %tarted)in  a  Ismail  way  in  the  oI<^  Scavcrlioti^e,  in  the^lowcr 
story,  w,^ilgt,hol[udl]^«^^  tho  second  story.  .  TIo  must  liava  moved 

to  town  AS  early  ns-^lfc  y?ar  f?50,  as  liio  was  procuiSt-  clerk  in  1751.  At  first 
he  simplyfullcdf^tho  clotB  brou^hC  to  him^om  the' different  farm-Uousc^,  aftcr- 
wards  hefaddciu  d  dyeing  and  coloring  department.*  Tho  4>iH>|(if|^  descended 
in  duo  course  to  histwb^oiisrC^ptv  Samuel  Snd  Capt.  AbraJl^am^Trood,  and 
they  in.tuKn  transferred  k  to  l5ca.  Samuel  Schver,  fit^r  of^Ir.  Aj  Wi»  Scavcr, 
by  whoqa  tbe^  business  vwas  couUmictk- first 'in  jtli5?  western- L-<if-th^  Seavcr 
house,  tb%[D4l^what  is  now  the  rear  qnd  of  the  manufactory  d^lI6h.  ^Utb  Ilil- 
dreth,  aiid^fel^'^  havmg  sold  tW4lildreth  shop  to  Capt.  T^omas^O^yon,  in  tho 
lower  sbbp.  o^ :       '   ^v.      .  %:  .^    - 

Rev.  Peter  Whitney,  in  his  sketch  of  Northborought  3pcakKof  this  fulling- 
mill  (then  in  the  old  Seaver  house),,  and  states  that^^'at  that  time  (1793), 
**  about  seven  thousand  yards  of  cloth  m^,  jaunually  c^vcssed,  aiid  the  work  is 
most  acceptably  performed  to  the  Jipnor  aM  adVaiitage  of  the  town  and  the 
interest  of  the  community.**  -i' 

This  locality,  where  the  Assabet  River  crosses  the  post  road,  seems  to  have 
been  at  that  time  the'busincss  centre  of  the  town ;  for>  he  adds,  that,  — 

**  On  the  op|K>site  side  of  the  road  are  works  for  the  manufacture  of  iron,  where 
many  tons  have  been  made.  There  is  in  the  vlcinit}*  a  great  plenty  of  ore,  especially 
of  the  bog  kind.*  Near  tho  forge  are  works  for  the  manufacture  of  potash,  owned  by 
Dr.  Stephen  Ball,  where  large  quantities  are  manufactured  yearly. 

*  This  was  a  i>ooT  kiud  of  oris  found  in  marshy  lands.  The  iron  was  washed  down  in  a  sol- 
liable  fonn^  and  precipitated  by  evaporation  of  tho  water.  It  was  so  brittlo  as  to  bo  called 
*<cob"  iron.  Tools  mado  from  this  ore  wero  necessarily  large  and  clumsy  and  apt  to  break  vexa- 
tlously,  and  thus  stop  a  day's  work. 


(X^  Unoriaa  of WoriMter  Cotmty.    Bailt  In  1780.) 
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At  this  time,  according  to  Mr.  Wbitncy's  sketch,  Northborough  was,  — 

"A  great  resort  from  all  neighboring  towns  to  the  corn  and  saw  mills,  to  the  AiUing- 
mill  and  forge  and  to  the  blacksmiths  for  their  work  of  various  kinds,  as  well  as  to  the 
shops  and  stores." 

Tbo  same  authority  gives  an  amusing  illustration  of  the  knowledge  of 
mechanics  existing  at  that  time.  He  speaks  of  a  notable  mechanical  contriv- 
ance in  Northborough  :  A  man  named  Maj.  HoUoway  Taylor  (at  the  "George 
Williams''  place),  had  actually  conducted  water  from  a  spring  on  a  hill  to  bis 
1)arn,  by  means  of  bored  logs  (  !)«  laid  deep  enough  under  ground  to  enable 
tbo  i)1ow  to  pass  above  them ;  and  lest  any  one  should  doubt  his  veracity,  and 
thus  injure  his  reputation  as  a  minister,  be  explains  that  water  may  be  made 
to  run  up  and  down  hill,  provided  one  docs  not  endeavor  to  raise  it  above  the 
source  from  which  it  proceeded. 

The  tanning  and  currying  business  has  been  carried  on  in  the  south  part  of 
this  town  by  three  generations  of  a  very  marked  and  influential  family.  As 
early  as  tbo  year  1778,  Isaac  Davis  camo  from  the  town  of  Rutland,  Mass.,  for 
tbo  purpose  of  giving  instruction  in  the  art  of  tanning  leather  to  certain  young 
men.  Ho  lived  at  first  in  what  is  known  as  the  "  old  Ben  Fay  place,**  in  West- 
borough.  Concluding  to  slay,  ho  carried  on  a  pror^perous  business  until  bis 
death,  when  it  descended  to  bis  sons,  —  '^Col.  Joe"  and  '* Master  Phin,**  ns 
they  were  familiarly  called  — by  whom  it  was  greatly  extended  and  increased. 
Hides  were  purchased  by  them  throughout  all  this  region,  from  Rhode  Island 
and  from  foreign  countries.  They  also  carried  on  the  manufacture  of  boots 
and  shoes  quite  extensively,  putting  out  tho  wqrk  as  the  custom  then  was.  Dr. 
Allen,  in  his  history  (182G)  states  that  their  annual  sales  of  leather  amounted 
to  $20,000.  After  their  death  tho  business  was  carried  on  to  some  extent  by 
Mr.  George  C.  Davis,  until  within  a  few  years  of  his  death. 

The  business  of  carding  wool  by  machinery  was  introduced  into  town  by 
Dca.  Seth  Grout,  who  came  to  town  about  the  year  1800,  and  at  first  carried 
on  the  manufacture  of  nails  in  the  old  iron-foundry  on  tho  site  of  tho  bono-mill 
of  Mr.  Root;  soon,  however,  changing  to  tbo  above-mentioned  branch  of 
industry  in  which  he  continued  until  the  year  1813. 

Tho  year  1814  marks  a  new  era  in  the  manufacturing  history  of  Northbor- 
ough. Amidst  great  opposition,  a  stock  company,  called  the  Northborough 
Manufacturing  Compan}*,  was  formed  in  this  place  for  tho  purpose  of  making 
cotton  and  woolen  cloth.  The  privilege  now  owned  by  Mr.  D.  F.  Wood,  was 
purchased,  and  a  mill  was  erected  at  a  total  expense  of  about  $30,000.  Dr. 
Allen  (182G)  states  that  this  mill  manufactured  eighty  thousand  yards  of  cloth 
annually.  This  enterprise  did  not  thrive,  and  passed  through  a  number  of 
bands  until,  in  18GG,  it  was  pmcbascd  by  Mr.  D.  F.  Wood,  under  whose 
management  and  that  of  bis  son,  it  has  been  very  profitable.  The  lower  mill 
was  built  of  brick,  in  1832-33»  by  tbo  brothers  Pbineas,  Joseph  and  Liaao 
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Davis,  at  a  cost  of  $30,000.  Tbo  business  was  carried  on  and  finally  owned 
by  the  last  named  gentieman.  After  various  vicissitudes  this  property  was 
iinslly  purchased  by  IMessrs.  C.  T.  Cbapiu  k  Son,  who  at  first  maiHifaclured 
cotton  cloth,  but  after  a  severe  fire  in  1869,  they  cotnmcnced  the  manufacture 
of  satinets,  since  which  time  the  business  has  been  very  prosperous.  These 
two  mills  of  Messrs.  Woods  and  Chapin  constitute  at  the  present  time  perhaps 
the  principal  manufactuiing  interest  of  Northborough.  They  each  employ 
from  sevcnty-fivo  to  one  hundred  hands,  and  tbo  monthly  pay-roll  of  each  is 
about  $3,000.  They  each  manufacture  different  varieties  of  cloth,  the  produc- 
tion of  each  averuging  about  ten  thous:md  yards  per  week,  more  or  less, 
according  to  the  value  of  the  cloth  made  and  the  briskness  of  the  market. 
They  are  each  supplied  with  powerful  steam-engines,  and  with  abundant  means 
for  extinguishing  fire  should  it  ari:^e. 

The  comb  manufacture  in  Northborough  was  commenced  by  Messrs.  Baynes 
&  Bush,  in  1839,  and  for  the  ten  or  twelve  years  following  the  business  was 
much  increased.  Some  six  now  firms  engaged  in  it,  and  comb  manufacturing 
became,  for  the  time  being,  the  prominent  industry  of  the  town,  giving  employ- 
ment to  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  persons.  At  the  present 
time  this  business  is  carried  on  to  a  limited  extent  by  Messrs.  Parker,  Twitchell 
&Co. 

The  manufacture  of  tortoise-shell  jewelry  was  commenced  hero  in  18G0,  by 
Mr.  Milo  Hildreth,  and  continued  to  the  present  time,  wiih  manufacture  of 
horn  goods.  From  fifteen  to  thirty  hands  are  employed,  and  a  business  of 
from  $20,000  to  $50,000  is  done. 

Two  other  firms  have  recently  commenced  the  manufacture  of  shell  jewelry  — 
Messrs.  Yates  &  Co.  and  Mr-  Walter  M.  Farwell. 

The  milk-contracting  business  was  commenced  here  in  18C6,  by  C.  Brigham 
&  Co.,  and  h.is  been  continued  to  the  present  time.  They  run  a  milk* train 
from  Pratt's  Junction  to  South  Framingham,  stopping  at  every  station,  gather- 
ing at  the  present  time  a  little  short  of  one  thousand  c:ins  daily,  selling  the 
same  in  Boston  the  next  morning. 

The  corset-stitching  business  was  commenced  here  in  1877,  and  is  at  present 
carried  on  by  Messrs.  AVatcrnian  &  Meyer  of  New  York  city.  About  fifty 
girls  are  employed  at  the  present  time,  and  the  intention  is  to  increase  the 
number  to  seventy-five  or  one  hundred. 

Further  space  will  only  l>e  taken  to  say,  that  there  are  in  town  two  dry- 
goods  and  grocery  stores,  Me:?srs.  Samuel  Wood,  Jr.,  &  Co.  and  Messrs.  J. 
Wadsworth  &  Co.,  and  a  grain  and  coal  store,  Messrs.  C.  Brigham  &  Co. 
There  is  also  a  national  bank,  capital,  $100,000 ;  Wilder  Bu^h,  president,  and 
A.  W.  Seaver,  cashier. 

This  sketch  may  bo  appropriately  closed  with  a  short  list  of  the  various  citi- 
zens of  K'orthlx)rough  who  have  held  distinguished  civil  positions.  Many  more 
might  be  added  if  greater  space  were  available. 
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J6hn  Davis,  LL.  D.,  born  in  Northborougli,  Jan.  13,  1787,  died  in  Worcctf- 
tcr,  April  19,  1854.  An  able  lawyer,  a  member  of  Congress,  and  a  governor 
of  Massachusetts,  1833-35  and  1840-41.  lie  bore  the  soubriquet  of  **  Hon- 
est John  Davis.** 

Isaac  Davis,  LL.  D.,  born  in  Northborongh,  June  2,  1799,  still  living,  altrtr- 
ncy  at  law  in  Worcester ;  member  of  Massachusetts  House  and  Senate  ;  fourth 
mayor  of  the  city  of  Worcester;  of  the  governor's  council,  1853-54. 

Cyrus  Gale,  born  in  Westborough,  Oct.'  7, 1785,  still  living;  in  Massachu- 
'Bctts  IIousj  of  Representatives.  1842-13;  of  governor's  council,  1852-53. 
'   Milo  Hildreth,  born  in  Townsend,  Mass.^  Aug.  17,  1824;  in  ^lassachuselts 
Iloube  of  Ileprcsentatives  in  1858;   in   Massachusetts  Senate  1865;- of  the 
-governor's  council  in  1872;  retired  from  the  eouncilin  1875. 


T 
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NORTHBRIDGE. 


BT  BET.  ABXJAH  P.  MARVIN. 
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PHTSfCAL  CHARACTER— INCORPORATION -r- EARLY  MINISTERS — FEELING  IN  TIIB 
J^EYOLUiriON  —  LATER  DETELOPMENT— -LOCAL  INDUSTRIES  —  BOOT  AND  SHOE 
TRADE  —  COL.   PAUL  WHITIN  —  INCREASE  AND  PROSPERITY  OP  THE  TOWN. 

The  town  of  Northbrldge  was  incorporated  July  14, 1772.  It  was  originally 
witfaii]  tho  bounds  of  Mcndon.  When  Uxbridge  was  incorporatcdy  in  1727, 
Juno  27,  Northbridgo  formed  the  uorlbcrn  part  of  that  town.  It  was  tben 
about  five  miles  in  leuglh  and  four  in  width.  The  boundary  lines  have  since 
been, changed  in  some  places,  but  the  size  of  the  town  has  not  been  materially  ' 
altered.  It  contains  from  sixteen  to  twenty  square  miles  of  land  and  water. 
Tb^  boundaries  are  as  follows :  On  the  north  by  Grafton  ;  north-east  by  Upton  ; 
south  by  Uxbridge;  and  west  by  Sutton.  Tho  centre  of  tbe  towh  is  eleven 
miles  from  Worcester  court-house  by  direct  line.  Its  latitude  is  42^  8^  Tho 
distance  from  Wbitinsville  to  Worcester  by  tho  Providence  land  Worcester 
Bailroad  is'  not  far  from  sixteen  miles.  In  old  times  the  great  road  from 
Boston  to  ^Connecticut  passed  through  Mcndon,  Northbridgo '  and  Oxford, 
and  the  road  from  Providence  passed  through  Northbridgo. 

The  Blackstono  River  runs  tho  whole  length  of  tbe  town  on  the  north-eastern 
side,,  and  about  a  mile  from  the  border.  Mumford  Giver  and  several  nattiral 
ponds  and  great  reservoirs  water  the  south-west  section  of  tho  town.  These 
flow  easterly  to  Whitinsvillo  and  to  tho  railroad  station,  about  midway  of  thd 
southern  line  of  the  town.  Tho  borders  of  these  rivers  aiid  ponds  are  intervale,* 
meadow  or  level  upland,  but  tbe  larger  part  of  tbe  town  is  hilly.  Tho  whoTo 
tract  west  of  the  Blackstono  and  north  of  the  Mumfcrd,  and  the  whole  length  ^ 
of  the  section  cast  of  tho  main  river,  are  considerably  elevated,  and  in  parts 
quite  rocky.  *  The  soil  is  of  average  fertility,  and  rewards  diligent  land  skilful 
labor.  Whitnfey  said,  in  1793,  that  there  were  **no  stagnant  watci-s  or  ponds 
in  the' town,*'  but  it  was  **  finely  watered  by  springs,  streams  and  rivers.*'  IIo 
wrote  also  that  tho  ^Mands  in  general  are  hi^h,  the  air  is  salubrious,  and'  tho 
in&abitauts  have  been  blessed  with  great  health  from  tho  first  settlement  of  tho  ' 
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place.**    Since  then  large  reservoirs  have  been  formed  in  the  south-west  of  the 
town  9  but  they  have  had  no  i>erceptible  eflfect  on  the  healthfulness  of  tbo 


region. 


The  geological  formation  is  termed  gneissic,  and  largo  quantities  of  good 
granite  have  been  quarried  in  times  past.  The  yield  is  still  profitable,  and, 
being  near  the  railway,  the  cost  of  transportation's  rertsonable.  Formerly, 
iron-ore  was  found  in  spots ;  there  was  a  furnace  in  what  is  now  Whitinsvillct 
near  the  present  grist-mill,  before  the  year  1J29.  The  **old  forge"  stood  on 
tbo  site  of  the  present  brick  mill,  but  there  was  u  still  older  one  a  little  cast  of 

* 

that  place. 

The  incorporation  of  the  town  grew  out  of  the  religious  wants  of  the  people. 
Says  Eev.  Lewis  F.  Clark,  in  his  Discourse  :  "]Most  of  the  people  residing  here 
bad  l>ecn  in  the  habit  of  attending  meeting  in  UxUridge.  But  on  account  of  their 
great  distance  from  the  place  of  worship,  they  desired  to  be  incorporated  as  a 
separate  town,  so  that  they  might  have  a  church  organization  and  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  gospel  by  themselves."  Col.  Johu  Spring,  father  of  Rev.  Dr. 
Spring  of  Newburyport,  and  grandfather  of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Gardiner  Spring 
of  New  York,,  headed  the  petition  to  the  General  Court.  The  people  clearly 
showed  their  estimate  of  religious  institutions  by  their  action  in  town  mqeting... 
Seven  out  of  nine  articles  in  the  warrant  had  reference  to  a  housQ  of  worship. 
Early  in  1773  it  was  voted  "to  hire  some  suitable  person  or  persons  to  preach.** 
For  a  year  or  two  the  meetings  were  held  in  private  houses.  In  1774  (ho 
roeeting-house  was  built  in  the  centre.  The  pews,  or  ** pew-spots"  as  thpy 
were  called,  that  is,  places  where  pews  might  be  placed,  were  sold  at  auction, 
Feb.  24;  1775,  to  8i:^teeu  purchasers,  on  whom  the  chief  burden  of  sustaii^ing 
public  worship  was  laid.  The  war  of  the  Revolution  soon  absorbed  publio 
attention,  f)nd  taxed  severely  the  resources  of  the  people;  but  during  all  (bat 
period  it  is  on  record  that  "  (hey  never  neglected  to  make  provision  for  their 
own  religious  instruction."  Jn  the  waiTant  for  a  town  meeting,  which  was. 
held  nine  days  previous  to  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  there  were  two 
articles  of  historical  importance.  The  first  was  "to  see  if  the  town  will  yotoito 
support  the  Continental  Congress  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  if  tbey  should 
declare  the  American  Colonics  independent  of  Great  Britain " ;  and  tbo  ot^cr 
was  to  see  **how  much  money  they  will  grant  and  raise  for  the  support  of  the  . 
Gospel  this  present  year.** 

Durins:  the  first  nine  3'ears  of  the  town's  existence  there  was  no  church 
oi^nization,  and  no  settled  minister.  The  Rev.  Aaron  Bliss,  a  graduate  of 
Yale  College  in  17GG,  was  the  preacher  in  1780,  and  probably  in  a  part  of  the 
year  before  and  the  j'car  after.  In  July,  1750,  it  was  voted  '^to  grant  forty- 
five  pounds^  silver  money,  to  pay  ]^Ir.  Bliss  for  preaching."  On  the  6th  of 
jQne,  1782,  the  church  was  organized  with  eight  members.  Five  were  mal<» 
and  three  were  females.  The  day  was  observed  as  a  8i>ecial  season  of  fast- 
ing, humiliation  and  prayer.    Tbo  pew  church  held  a  meeting,  eleven  days 
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later,  at  tho  houso  of  Mnj*  David  BatchcHcr,  and  tbon  ''proceeded  and  clio.^ 
Mr.  John  Cmno  for  their  elect  pastor  by  a  nnanimoM  vote/*  The  town  was 
notified  of  the  choice,  and  in  legal  meeting  gave  its  concniTcnce.  Mr.  Crane 
was  ordained  on  the  25th  of  June,  17)33,  at  tho/age  of  twenty-seven,  and  bo 
continned  in  the  pastorate  of  the  chnrch  and  ;|>eop]e  nearly  fifty  years.  In 
1832,  January^, :hc  sent ^the  follpwin^v^tc  to  the  church  :  ''Brethren  of  tlie 
church,  I  now  Vesfg^i  .my  office  as  pastor  and  teacher,  and  relinquish  tho 
ministry  in  litis  ivKicb  forcv^f."  -Dr.  Crane  was\ born  in  Norton,  March  2G, 
1756.  Hisrfajuil3''.1)cl^liged.  to  the  Society  of  Friends,  and-  his  early  training 
was  in  accordsmce  Vilh  thdr  tenets  and  habits  of  life."  He  was  «rnHluatcd  at 
Harvard  Cplkij^e  in  1780,  and  wasthe'only  one  of  bis  clais  who,  ^tered  the 
ministry,  llie  Rev. 'Dr.  NatEanicKKimuons  of  Franklin  was  his'ibcplos^ical 
instructors  Says  the.  Rev.  Mr  J;  Chirk:  "He  wa^  rcgaiilcd  by  \m  people, 
during  thb'  whble  period  of  his  min^.^^jf)^  witlT  th<^j?fe:itcst  veneration  and 
aflfcction.^  Social,  companionable,  aud  usually  very  cheerful,  yet  he  was 
sometimes  subject  to  great  depression  of  spirits.  His  tender  sympathies  and 
his  conversation,  which  was  bottt  pleasant  and  instrnciive,  made  him  a  welcome 
visitor  in  the  families  of  his  parish.  He  could  turn  a  joke  and  drop  a  witty 
repartee  in  such  a  way  as  to  reprove  without  wounding,  and  yet  not  detract 
from  the  dignity  of  his  office.  In  addition  to  his  pastoral  duties,  he  received 
students  into  his  family,  where  they  were  either  prepared  for  college  or  for 
teaching.  Store  than' a  hundred  in  all  were  uAder  his  tuition  and  guidance  at 
different  times,  some  of  whom  became  tnen  of  distinction. 

Dr.  Crane  was  an  excellent  pastor,  as  well  as  an  able  and  instructive 
preacher.  Without  the  graces  of  oratory,  bis  sermons  made'  a  permanent 
impression.  One  of  his  peculiarities  was  that  when  he  said  a  pointed  or  severe 
thing,  eitbemn  the  piripit  or  in  private,  he  "  uttered  -it  with  closed-'eyear.^  Ono 
who  heard  him  more  than  twenty  ye^s,,8aid.  "Ho  was  uuljko  any  other 
preacher ^firith.  wnbm  I  was  ever  acquainted ;  I  con  even  now  remember^  many 
of  his^  scMtioiiS,  and- the  manner  of  his  treatment  of  his  subjeicts;'  nltJiough 
preache(l  mM\s  than-  fifty  yeacs..  ago.**  There  were  several  |>eriods  of  special 
religion;  interest  during  his  .njinistry,  anil,  in  tTu>  last  year  of  his^^iirate, 
fifty.fourwe>d  added  to  the  church  by  profession  of  their  jEiith.'  He,was  dis- 
missed dti  the  14th  of  March,  1832^  by  a  council,' and  ou  the  t8t.<^S(?ptcml>er, 
1836,  in  the  eighty-first  year  of  hi3  ago',  he  was  called  i<^  hiS/ reward.  His 
long  period  of -service  as  a  faithful  minjster^  and  thbJnllueiifie^ho  exerted  in 
primioting  all  the  intercuts  p(  the  cbmmunityi  wpiiU.jnsUfy  a  more  extended 
notice.  '^  * 

As  tho  town  began  its  municipal  history  in  tho  period  when  the  Revolution 
was  brewing,  so  the  .people  partook  largely  of  llto  f^pirit  of  their  patriotic 
countrymen.  The  first  fourteen  town  meetings  wero  held  in  private  houses. 
Tho  first  meeting,  which  considered  matters  pertaining  to  the  coming  outbreak, 
was  held  Aug.  25,  1774,  when  a  committee  was  chosen  "to  c*orrcs[x>nd  with 
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other  coniniittecs  concerning  public  afKiirs  as  occasion  shall  call  for.**  At  the 
same  meeting  it  was  voted,  that  "David  Batcbeller  be  chose  to  provide  for  a 
town  stock  of  ammunition,  viz.,  one  barrel  of  powder,  and  lead  and  flints 
answerable  to  it."  It  was  also  voted  not  to  import  or  consume  English  goods. 
The  last  town  meeting  warned  in  his  majesty,  King  Gcorge*B  name,  was  dated 
Jan.  10,  1775.  The  act  of  calling  a  meeting  of  the  town,  without  the  royal 
authority,  may  now  seem  an  insignificant  aflair,  but  then  it  was  an  act  of 
daring.  It  was  a  declaration  of  independence  before  the  declaration  of  the 
Colonial  Congress,  and  it  meant  renunciation  of  allegiance  to  the  king  of  Eng- 
land. From  the  opening  of  the  Revolution  till  the  autumn  of  1781,  when  tho 
victory  at  Yorktown  made  an  end  of  the  war,  the  business  in  town  meetings 
related  in  largo  measure  to  tho  needs  of  the  public  service.  It  was  voted  to 
pay  men  who  enlisted  in  the  army ;  to  provide  provisions  and  clothing  for 
their  own  men  in  the  field,  and  to  aid  those  who  had  hired  men  to  take  their 
place  in  the  scenes  of  war.  Labor  was  performed  on  the  farms  of  those 
who  were  absent.  The  burdens  of  the  war  were  equalized  as  far  as  pos- 
sible. At  one  meeting  the  vote  was  "to  raise  40  pounds  to  pay  for  shirts, 
shoes  and  stockings  furnished  by  the  selectmen  for  the  soldiers  iu  the  Cmti- 
ncntal  service."  At  another  time  money  was  raised  to  pay  four  men  ''fur 
carrying  provisions  to  Roxbury  at  the  time  of  the  alarm  at  Lexington.'*  Six- 
teen men  were  in  the  service,  in  the  year  1775,  in  addition  to  those  who 
hurried  to  Lexington,  and  soon  returned  home,  when  the  alarm  was  over,  and 
the  army  was  being  organized.  The  town  had  its  proportion  in  the  field  during 
the  war.  Some  were  three  years'  men.  John  Hopkins,  Amos  White  and 
others  died  in  the  armv. 

In  some  cases  when  a  man  was  drafted,  his  sou,  under  military  age,  wont  as 
a  substitute.  Israel  Taft  enlisted  in  this  way  when  less  than  sixteen  years  old. 
"  He  urged  his  parents  to  permit  him  to  take  his  father's  place,  and  was  in  tho 
service  at  West  Point,  and  at  other  places  on  the  Hudson/'  The  numl)er  of 
men  in  the  army  during  the  war  was  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight,  some  of 
whom  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston  before  the  British  evacuated ;  somo  wero 
in  the  expedition  to  Canada ;  somo  wore  at  Tieonderoga ;  some  iii,tbe  northrra 
army  at  the  time  of  Burgoyne's  surrender;  somo  at  New  York,  Pcek'skill, 
and  West  Point,  and  others  in  other  places  guarding  stores,  or  contending  with 
the  foe.  Among  these  were  Gipt.  David  Batcbeller,  Capt.  Josiah  Ward,  and 
Lieut.  James  Fletcher,  whose  descendsiuts  have  been  prominent  in  tho  town. 

When  Whitney  published  his  history  in  1793,  there  was  a  Baptist  Society  in 
the  town,  consisting  of  about  ten  families,  but  ^  destitute  of  any  settled  toticbor.'* 
There  were  also  twelve  families  of  Quakers,  whose  descendants  hai'o  main- 
tained their  organization  to  the  present  time.  They  built  a  meeting-house  in 
1776,  and  a  new  one  in  1804,  still  in  use  by  them,  near  Blaekstone  River.  At 
the  date  above  given,  the  people  of  the  town  subsisted  cbiedy  by  farming,  and 
were  industrious  and  flourishing,  and  it  was  said  that  there  was  **  hardly  a:i  idio 
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porsou,  or  a  tuvcni  haunter  iii  the  place.**  Farming  continacd  to  bo  the  chief 
employment  for  another  gvucralion,  though  tho  trades  conimtm'to  that  period 
of  our  history  were  pursued*  Cai^ienlers,  blacksmiths  and  m:isons  are  alvn^s 
a  necessity*  and  it  is  always  convenient  to  have  tUem  near  at  lumd. 

As  tho  history  of  Nortbliridge,  sinco  thp  era  of  the  Revolution*  is  chiefly 
the  history  of  tlu),  rise  and  ekSension  of  various  brandies  of  business,  eon* 
sidorablo  8[xicq  vdll  be  givcii  to  that  subject. ;  As  stated  already,  the  first  busi- 
ness in  the  iron  Use  was  at  a  shqp.  in  what  is  now  "Whitiosvill^,  which  shop 
stood  east  ol^tho  site  of  tho'lirick^milL  This  was  stat;|ted  aslemyas  1729. 
Hero  wrought  iron  was- n>adc  from-^  scni^  and  pig  iron.  It'fshiot  known 
whet^e^thir»busihess  jiras  kept  up  without  ititerruptioD^  but  it  ii*!Enown  that 
it  was  iu  op^ation  about  the  time  of  the  incorporatiou  of  the  towd,  in  1773, 
and  tho^Qianufiicturo'of  iron  was  continued  till  about  1815,  wh/^n  the  works 
were  owned  >  by  James  Flptcber  and  Paul  Whitin.  Sr.,  under  the  firm«namo 
of  Whitiu  &  Fletcher.-  They  bodght  llie-'establishment' of  Ezm  Wood  of 
Upton,  who  was  the  father  of  Mrs*  Fletcher. 

A  foundry,  located  at  Northbridge  Centre,  was  operated  as  early  as  1790,  by 
a  man  named  Lathrbp,  where  pots,  kettles,  andirotis  add  kad-imns  \vere  made. 
At  a  later  day  the  making  of  axes  was  pui*sued  at  the  same  place. 

The  cotton-spinning  business  w^as  begun  in  Whitinsville  as  early  as  1809,  when 
the  Northbridge  Manufacturing  Company  was  organized  through  tho  influence 
of  Col.  Paul  Wfaitin,  who  bad  erected  the  building,  and  procured  a  portion 
ot  tho  machinery.  The  company  cammencecl  ia  a  building  which  is  now  use  as 
a  saw-mill  and  wood  shop,  and  has  been  moved  from  its  original  location  to 
make  room  for  (bo  fouiu1;T^^  The  establishment  had  successive  owners,  and 
only  moderate  success  until  it  was  purchased,  in  1S31,  by  Paul  Whitin&  Sons. 

The  JBlackstone  River,  iu  the  east  part  of  tho'toi^A,  furnishes  abundant  water 
pow^f ,  whicli  wal  e^arly  put  to  us^  At  Brst  grain  aiud  saw  milh  were  set  up, 
but  ^dV  iU'tbd^'lsresent  ccntiiry*t^^  of. woolen  goods,  was  commenced 

at  wliafti^  now^Eocfcdale.  „  Not  iQUg  after — 1814 — thq  I^octhlipid^o  Cloth  Com- 
pany wS^'"(ito^  This  was  ^tuated  at  Rockdale,  f(nd  was  owned  iy  Jesso 
Eddy  aijd  ^\1^Uam'K^ndrick.'  tbij  property  was  sold,  in  l§51^to  Sjrlvanus 
nolbroo|c,^Ti4'  $o.i^trolled  it  until  ^ugustt  1851,  when  a  large  portion  was 
destroyed  h^tiro^^  In  1851,  the  f)r^pefty  renjpJnin^^^jnjd-ahiOitbdt  atuiverdale, 
wasbougbtby  B.  Whitm  &  Spni.  The  late^Hon.^ianiaV.W^hi^' of  Worcester 
becarne  one  of  tlio  principal  stockholders*  and^he  late  John  Wald|)  Ligcoln, 
brother  of  Gen.  Levi  Lincoln,  wasat.on#''timo  thp^getit;bf  4^0  ^rporation. 
A  linseed-oil  mill-hacFpreviously  stood  niirfr  thelfto  of  tho  Riverdale  factory. 
Both  establishments,  at  Rockdale  and  Riverdale,  came,  about  1820,  into  tho 
possession  of  Sylvanus  Ilolbrook,  who  manufactured  cotton  goods  for  many 
years.  During  his  owners»hip  both  mills  had  about  five  thousand  spindles 
running. 

Regard  to  the  order  of  time  leads  us  back  to  tho  origin  of  several  other 
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branches  of  business,  before  proeeecling  with  the  great  increase  of  population, 
production  and  wealth  in  Whitinsvillo. 

There  have  been  several  tanners  and  curriers  in  the  town,  in  former  times, 
from  the  opening  of  iho  century  down  to  Ihe  year  18G1.  In  the  Centre,  Oliver 
Adams  was  engaged  in  this  industry  previous  to  1805,  when  John  Hall  took 
the  establishment,  and  conducted  it  several  years.  On  the  east  side  of  the 
river,  Joshua  Congdon  was  engaged  in  the  same  business  between  Rockdale 
and  Riverdale,  previous  to  1825.  Charles  and  Derby  Bigelow  were  engaged 
in  the  currying  business  at  Adams'  Corner  before  1832,  after  which  David 
Mowry  used  the  same  promises  a  few  years.  He  was  followed  by  Robinson  & 
Rice,  who  employed  a  few  hands,  and  continued  in  partnership  until  1843, 
when  they  dissolved,  and  worked  in  separate  places.  Two  or  three  others 
continued  the  business  in  the  town  until  1868. 

The  coopering  business  was  followed,  many  years  ago,  by  David  Batcheller 
and  others.  They  were  in  the  hal)it  of  making  as  many  barrels  as  could  be 
carried  on  a  large  ox- wagon,  and  then  sending  them  to  Boston,  Providence  and 
other  cities  and  towns  for  sale. 

During  many  years,  the  boot  and  shoe  business  was  engaged  in  by  a  large 
number  of  persons,  though  few,  if  any  of  them,  had  such  large  establishments 
as  are  common  now  in  the  towns  where  the  business  flourishes.  It  is  related 
of  the  earlier  shoemakers  that  it  was  their  custom  to  ''go  about  to  the  bouses 
of  the  families,  for  whom  they  proposed  to  work,  carrying  their  'kit'  in  saddle- 
bags, using  an  inverted  wash-tub  for  a  bench,  and  a  stool  for  a  seat,  shoe  up 
that  family,  then  tramp  for  the  next  customer."  And  here  it  may  he  amusing 
to  remind  young  readers  that  shoes  were  much  less  worn  by  former  genera- 
tions. Some  boys  still  enjoy  the  pleasant  freedom  of  going  barefoot  in  sum- 
mer; but,  in  old  times,  it  was  uncommon  to  see  a  boy  in  country  towns 
wearing  shoes  in  the  warm  season,  and  the  warm  season  was  drawn  oot  at 
great  length,  and  extended  weeks  beyond  the  first  frosts  of  autumn.  More- 
over, it  was  a  part  of  the  economy  of  older  persons  —  men  and  even  women — 
to  do  without  shoes  a  part  of  the  year;  and  on  Sundays  it  was  the  custom  for 
children  and  youth  of  either  sex  to  waik  barefoot  towards  the  meeting-houspt 
on  Sunday  morning,  till  they  drew  near  the  immediate  neighborhood,  when 
they  put  on  stockings  and  shoes  befoi*e  meeting  the  crowd  or  entering  the 
sanctuary.  Returning,  they  doflcd  shoes  and  stockings  when  far  enough  on 
their  way,  and  reached  home  in  the  guise  in  which  they  started.  **  Others 
would  wear  a  poorer  pair  until  they  arrived  nearly  to  the  meeting ;  then  change 
for  the  best.** 

Passing  by  the  time  when  boots  and  shoes  were  made  for  eitstom  work  only, 
and  coming  down  to  the  date  when  they  were  manufactured  to  be  sold  to  deal- 
ers by  the  case,  it  appears  that  Cheney  Taft  began  the  business  about  1810, 
His  shop  was  in  the  old  centre  of  the  town.  He  made  what  w\as  in  those  days 
styled  ^  nigger  shoes  **  in  the  summer,  and  in  the  winter  went  South  to  soU 
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them*  This  was  iii  the  evil  times  when  the  word  negro  was  speHed  with  two 
gs,  sioce  which  time  there  has  been  a  greater  reroiution  in  polities  than  in 
business.  Otb<ftr  workers  in  this  line  weio :  John  W.  Slocomb,  Joseph  Leland, 
tho  brothers  Josiah,  Welcome  and  Jacob  Adams,  and  Francis  Ilemenway. 
The  latter  made  men's  brogans  and  women's  shoes  for  the  tntdo  as  well  as  cus« 
tom  boots.  In  1824,  he  bogsm  to  employ  hands,  —  four  or  five  in  his  shop, 
besides  others  outside.  From  this  time  —  al>out  1825  —  the  business  was  car- 
ried on  in  difTerent  ^xirts  of  tho  town  by  many  persons,  none  of  whom  did  a 
large  amount  of  work ;  but  the  aggregate  production  was  quite  largo.  Some 
of  the  manufacturers  had  shops,  and  others  worked  in  their  own  dwelling- 
houses.  As  long  ago  as  1837,  Barber,  in  his  **  Historical  Collections,'' states 
that  **  there  were  six  hundred  pairs  of  boots  and  fifty-thrcd  thousand  five  hun- 
dred pairs  of  shoes  manufactured,'' valued  at  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  males 
employed  were  seventy-five,  and  the  females  were  twenty.  This  business  w:!S 
followed  by  many  in  a  moderate  way  down  to  the  year  I860,  when  it  was  in 
few  hands.  Tho  principal  manufacturer  at  this  time  was  Joel  Bachelor,  who 
commenced  in  1827,  and  continued  the  business  nearly  fifty  years.  Ho  eon- 
stantly  iritrreased  the  quantity  of  goods  manufactured,  and  built,  in  1867,  a 
large  factory,  in  which,  in  the  year  1871,  was  turned  out  a  largo  amount  of 
Work.  TU6  numl)er  of  pairs  of  shoes  for  the  year  was  seventeen  thousand  two 
hundred  and  eighty  ;  the  numl)er  of  paii-s  of  boots  for  tho  year  was  ninety-five 
thousand.  Tho  value  of  the  annual  product  of  boots  and  shoes  was- $368,480. 
By  tho  State  census  of  1875,  this  business  has  been  reduced  in  amount. 

But  the  business  men  of  the  town,  by  way  cjf  eminence,  belong  to  tho  Whitiii 
family,  of  whom  tho  head  was  Col.  Paul  Whitin.  From  him  and  his  enter- 
prise the  village  of  Whitinsville  had  its  origin  and  name.  Paul  Whitin,  or 
Whiting,  as  tho  name  was  originally,  was  Iiorn  in  Roxbury,  Dec.  3,  1767. 
Ho  was  the  son  of  Nath<miel  and  Sarah  (Draper)  Whiting.  Why  the  final 
letter  in  the  name  was  dropped  is  not  known.  It  could  not  have  been  because 
the  name  was  not  respectable,  as  it  has  been  honorable  in  'fall  generations  of 
New  England  history.  His  father  died  when  ho  wad  quito  young,  and  his 
mother  married  James  Prentice,  who  lived  in  Nortbbriclgo.  In  boyhood,  ho 
Was  apprenticed  to  a  blacksmith  named  Jesse  White.  His  opportunities  for 
education  must  have  been  very  limited,  as  it  is  said  that  his  whole  attdndance 
at  school  did  not  probably  exceed  six  months.  But  ho  could  read  and  think, 
lie  had  a  sound  mental  constitution,  though  his  physical  system^  was  wchk 
when  his  apprenliceship  was  finished,  and  for  sovei-al  years  later.  He  had  a 
strong'desire  to  learn,  and  his  mind  fixed  upon  that  which  was  useful.  Says 
tbe  Rev.  Lewis  Clark:  **ne  stru^^srled  with  and  overcamo  difficulties  to  which 
Wost  would  have  yielded.  By  perseverance  and  a  diligent  imprbvemcnt'of 
those  intervals  of  labor  that  many  youiig  men  spend  in  idleness,  ho  acquired  a 
j^ood  knowledge  of  those  branches  of  study  necessarj-  for  tho  successful  prose- 
cution of  business.     A  book  for  aiding  him  in  acquiring  a  correct- iiso  of 
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language  vfas  always  by  him.  lie  was  as  familiar  with  this  as  with  the  toqls 
of  bis  shop."  This  was  an  excellent  method  of  discipline,  as  it  led  to  pre- 
cision of  thought  as  well  as  of  cxpres3iun.  By  degrees,  he  gained  the  public 
confidence,  which  increased  during  his  whole  life.  He  was  choeen  toii^n  clerk 
at  the  ago  of  twenty-eight  years,  and  was  continued  in  the  office  thirteen  years 
in  succession.  Ili^  services  in  other  town  offices  were  often  6ou<;ht  and 
obtained^  Though  of  a  quiet  and  undemonstrative  turn,  and  averse  to -show 
and  parade,  he  was  an  excellent  military  officer,  and  rose  through  the  successive 
grades  to  the  rank  of  colonel.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  was  often 
urged  to  be  a  candidate  for  the  General  Court,  but  business  engagements 
.induced,  him  to  decline.  A  proof  of  his  industry  and  economy  is  seen  in  the 
fact  th:it,  wh:ilever  time  he  spent  in  military  or  official  duties,  be  always  made 
up  by  extra  labor  in  his  regular  business.  Such  a  man  was  sure  to  succeed  in 
life,  provided  his  life  was  prolonged.  To  those  who  are  prudent,  industrious 
and  prayerful,  the  road  to  prosperity  and  eminence  is  as  straight  and  plain  as 
the  *'road  to  the  mill."  Such  was  the  character  and  such  the  success  of  Paul 
AVbitin. 

The  qualities  which  secured  success  to  Mr.  Whitin  made  him  a  useful 
member  of  society.  Ilis  influence  did  not  promote  vice  and  immorality,  but 
fostered  industry,  frugality,  education.  Sabbath  observance,  and  all-.the  insti- 
tutions of  religion.  And  his  wife  was  fitted  to.  aid  and  cncourngp  him  in 
everything  which  developed  his  own  character,  or  was  calculated  to  build  up 
the  community.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Col.  James  Fletcher,  one  of  Iho 
leading  men  of  the  town.  It  is  related  that,  when  young  Whitin  sought  her 
band,  the  suit  was  not  encouraged  by  her  father,  on  the  ground  of  his  feeble 
bealth.  "lie  will  not  be  able  to  support  a  wife,"  said  parental  wisdom. 
•Then  I  will  support  him,"  was  the  spirited  reply ;  and  she  was  as  good  as  her 
word.  Though  the  husband  was  amply  able  to  support  wife  and  fafiiily,  the 
wife  aided  him  in  cver^'  way  to  achieve  success  and  reputation.  She  was  bis 
counsellor  in  all  his  affairs ;  and  when  he  was  taken  away,  and  his  four  sons 
succeeded  to  an  extensive  business,  her  advice  was  sought  and  followed  in  all 
matters  of  importance,  whether  in  relation  to  the  family«  ojr  to  busine^is,  or  to 
objects  of  benevolence.  The  description  of  the  wise  and  good  woman  in  tbo 
closing  chapter  of  Proverbs  found  a  remarkable  exemplification  in  her:  **!fhe 
bciart  of  her  husband  doth  safely  trust  in  her.  ...  Iler  children  arise  up  and 
call  her  blessed." 

Paul  Wbitin  followed  the  business  to  which  he  was  bred,  and  by  atendy 
attention  to  the  calling  of  a  blacksmith  acquired  a  competence,  brought  up  ii 
family,  and  added  greatly  to  the  growth  and  general  welfare  of  the  town. 
Two  of  his  sons,  Paul,  Jr.,  and  John  C,  were  taken  into  partnership  in  182C. 
This  firm  was  engaged  in  cotton  manufactures.  Soon  after,  John  C.  Wliitiu 
invented  a  picker  which  much  facilitated  the  manufacture  of  cotton  into  cloth, 
and  enabled  the  firm  of  Paul  Whiiin  &  Sons  to  compete  successfully  witb. 
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others  in  cottoii-spioiiing.  CoL  Wbitin  died  Feb.  8,  1831 » in  th6  Vixty-foiirtti 
y<mr  of  his  age,  by  which  time  the  business  was  firmly  established.  The  firm«i 
name  was  continoed,  Charles  P.  and  James  Wbitin  becoming  members. 

In  1847  the  first  large  machino-shop  of  John  C.  Wbitin  was  erected.  Its 
dimensions  are  as  follows:  Length,  three  hundred  and  six  feet;  width,  one 
hundred  and  two  feet.  The  new  machine-shop  was  built  in  1864,  and  is  three 
hundred  aqd  ninety  feet  in  length  by  seventy  in  width.  Taken  together,  (hoy 
constitute  one  of  the  largest  and  most  complete  establishments  in  the  State  fur 
the manufacture  of  machinery. 

The  old  firm  was  dissolved  Jan.  1,  1864,  when  the  business  was  divided. 
Paul  Wbitin  took  the  cotton  business  at  Rockdale  and  Riverdulc ;  John  C. 
Wbitin  took  the  machine  manufacturing ;  Charles  P..  Wbitin  took  the  cotton* 
mill  in  Whitinsville,  and  James  Whilin  took  the  unimproved  privilege  at 
Linwood,  near  the  railroad  station,  in  addition  to  the  mills  at  North 
Uxbridge.  The  amount  of  work  done  in  each  of  these  establishments  is 
very  extensive.  In  the.  cotton  business  the  power-looms  employed  are  seven 
hundred .  and  four.  The  spindles  in  use  are  thirty-three  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-two.  In  machines  and  niachinery,  the  capital  invested, 
according  to  the  State  census  of  1875,  was  $603,000>  and  the  value  of  the' 
machinery  made  was  $900,750.  By  this  is  meant  the  product  of  the  machine- 
shops  in  one  year,,  and  not  the  value  of  all  the  machinery  in  the  town.  In  this 
branch  of  business  Nortbbridge  leads  all  th^  towns  in  the  county.  The  two 
cities,  Worcester  and  Fitebburg,  exceed  it  in  the  amount  of  capital  invested,  > 
but  in  the  value  of  machinery  produced  Northbridgo  stands  next  to  Worcester. 
The  increase  in  the  cuiTcncy  value  of  manufactures  in  the  town,  from  1865  to 
1875,  including  the  total  products  of  the  manufacturing  business,  was  almost 
incredible.  In  1805  the  value  was  $912,810 ;  in  1875  the  value  was  $1,521,072. 
The  increase,  therefore,  was  $603,762  in  ten  years.  The  advance  made  in  the 
cotton  business  between  1837  and  1875  is  shown  by  the  following  figures.  In 
1837  nine  thousand  spindles  were  ininniug,  and  cotton  goods  were  made  of  the 
valite  of  $136,750;  in  1875  the  number  of  spindles  was  thirty-three  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  uiiiety-four,  and  the  cotton  goods  inado  were  valued  at 
$418,697. 

The  population  of  Northbridge  in  1776  was  four  hundred  and  eiglity-^n^. 
During  the  next  twenty-five  years  the  increase  was  less  thaa  one.  hundred.  In 
1830  it, was  but  a  little  more  than  doubled,  being  one  thousand  and  fifty-three.  - 
The  increase  was, rapid  duting  the  next  twenty  ye^rs,  being  two  thousand  two 
hqndred  and  thirty  in  1850.  At  the  end  of  the  next  decade  the  population  was 
two  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three;  and  in  1875  it  had  increased  to 
four  thousand  and  thirty.  The  larger,  part  of  the  increase  has  l>cen  in  the 
village  of  Whitinsville,  which  shows  the  marks  of  thrift  on  every  haqd.  The, 
buildings  are  comparatively  new,  and  are  kept  in  good  repair.  The  shops  and 
factories  are  constructed   on  improved  models,  and  j  supplied  with  the  beat 


LATER  MINISTERS.  149 


machiDcry.  The  dwelling^  have  an  air  of  neatness  -  and  cdmfort.  Some  of 
them  are  elegant  and  splendid,  with  capacious  grounds,  and  gardens  in  the 
highest  state  of  cultivation.  The  public  buildings  arc  a  credit  to  the  place,  and 
betoken  a  healthful  interest  in  education  and  the  worship  of  God.  The  influ- 
ence of  Paul  Whitiu,  Sr.,  who  gave  the  original  impulse  to  the  business  of  the 
place,  has  been  felt  as  a  constant  force.  His  four  sons  enlarged  the  business, 
but  kept  it  under  the  same  prudent  and  beneficent  management,  wheniby  the 
community  was  a  partner  in  all  the  advantages  gained  by  the  proprietors.  As. 
years  advanced,  sons  and  sons-in-law  of  the  third  generation  have  come  on  ther 
stage  of  active  life,  and  become  participators  in  the  various  branches  of  manu- 
£icturo.  The  whole  pVocess  has  been  a  growth  from  small  beginnings  to  ihe 
present  nnignitude,  without  undue  haste,  but  with  a  steady  annual  progress, 
evincing  a  rare  combination  of  enterprise  and  prudence. 

It  would  seem,  from  an  inspection  of  the  town  and  a  survey  of  its  water- 
power,  that  its  growth  inust  bo  mainly  in  the  villages  on  the  river  and  the  rail- 
road ;  viz.,  Rockdale,  Rivcrdalc  and  Lin  wood.  And  as  the  property  in  these 
localities  is  very  much  under  the  control  of  the  members  of  the  family  above- 
named,  the  gradual  development  of  all  the  capabilities  of  the  valley  of  the 
Blo^kstone,  within  the  limits  of  the  town,  may  be  expected.  As  the^llagcs 
increase,  the  natural  efibct  will  be  to  raise  the  value  of  land  in  the  Centre,  by 
furnishing  a  market  for  all  the  products  of  the  farms  and  gardens.  The' 
quarries  are  near  for  the  convenience  of  builders,  and  thus  many  circumstance 
combine  to  prophesy  a  prosperous  future  to  this  ancient  town. 


CHAPTER  n. 

■  >  < 

CHURCH  HISTORY  RESUMED  —  SCHOOLS  AND  EDUCATION  —  THE  R^ELUON, 
AND  THE  ACTION  OF  THE  TOWN  —  MANUFACTURES,  MILLS  AND  FACTORIES 
—  PUBLIC    INSTITUTIONS. 

Resuming  the  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  town,  we  are  led,  in  the  ^i*st  pTaisef 
tO'trace  the  fortunes  of  the  old  church  and  society  in  the  Centre.  The  RevV 
Samticl  H.  Fletcher,  who  succeeded  Dr.  Crane  in  the  pastorate,  was  installied 
March  14«  1832,  and  dismissed  at  tlie  end  of  two  years.  His  successor,  the 
Rev.  Charles  Forbush,  was  installed  June  4,  1834,  but  his  brief  pastorate  wa^ 
terminated  by  his  death  oh  the  9th  of  September,  1838.  In  1855,  says  the  Rev. 
Lewis  F.  Clark,  '*  the  old  meeting-house,  which  had  stood  for  half  a  century 
on  the  highest  point  of  land  for  miles  around,  was  taken  down,  and  the  present 
edifice  erected  on  a  site  less  conspicuous,  but  more  easy  of  access.**  In  1839, 
April  8,  the  Rev.  Lewis  Fennel  commenced  bis  ministry,  which  lasted  thrco 
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jrears  and  eleven  days.  The  Rer.  E.  Demond  supplied  the  chnrcb  from  1842 
to  1845.  On  the  5th  of  Novembcrt  1845,  the  Rev.  Willium  Uutes  vnn 
ordained  as  pastor,  and  continued  in  the  oiBce  about  twelve  years.  He  was 
dismissed  In  1857,  NovemI>cr  23,  and  died  in  1859.  Temporary  supplies  have 
occupied  the  pulpit  the  last  twelve  years.  These  are  their  names:  Rev. 
Messrs.  George  B.  Safford,  Iliram  Day,  Sylvester  Iliue,  Galvin  Terry,  D.  W. 
Richardson,  W.  Hazle wood,  Thomas  S.  Norton  aud  James  Wells.  The 
present  acting  pastor  is  Rev.  John  T.  Crumrine,  and  the  church  reports  fifty- 
six  members. 

During  the  last  years  of  his  ministry  Dr.  Crane  occasionally  preached  in  a 
school-house  in  what  is  now  Whitinsville.  Other  ministers  conducted  the 
services  at  times,  aud  in  1833  a  conviction  grew  up  that  something  more  was 
needed  to  ^meet  the  religious  wants  of  the  people.**  In  consequence,  a  Sabbath- 
school  was  started  in  March,  and  its  meetings  were  held  earlier  in  the  day  than 
the  regular  worship  in  the  Centre.  Another  session  was  held  in  the  afternoon. 
On  the  2d  of  February,  1834,  some  of  the  memliers  of  the  church  living  in  the 
village,  sought  the  concurrence  of  the  church  in  an  effort  to  establish  **  church 
ordinances  in  that  place,  should  circumstances  in  the  providence  of  God  seem 
to' require  it;**  The  church  was  not  willing  to  part  with  any  of  its  members, 
fearing  that  its  own  ability  to  maintain  public  worship  would  bo  crippled.  A 
movement  was  then  nmde  by  persons  outside  bf  the  society,  representing,  as 
they  said,  a  ^  [iopulation  of  nearly  three  hundred,  a  large  proportion  of  whom 
do  not  attend  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath."  A  council  was  called  by  a 
**  number  of  professors  of  reli^^ion  in  the  village,  belonging  to  different  churched," 
which  council  nlet  on  the  17th  of  April, *1834.  After  hearing  the  case,  the 
(council  adjourned  till  the  28th,  when  the  enterprise  was  sanctioned  and  a  chui^ch 
was  soon  formed.  A  chapel  had  been  built  in  1833,  and  religious  services  were 
held  in  it  from  the  time  of  its  dedication,  January,  1834,  until  a  meeting-house 
wtis  erected.  The  Rev.  Michael  Burdett  was  engaged  to  preach  for  one  year. 
The  church  was  orgahizcd  July  31,  with  thirty-three  members.  Mr.  Burdett 
was  installed  as  pastor  April  15,  1835,  and  dismissed  April  29,  1841.  The 
Rev:  Lewis  F.  Clark  was  ordained  and  installed  June  1,  1842.  At  bis 
Installation  the  church  had  eighty-four  members.  Mr.  Clark  died  on  the 
18th  of  October,  1870,  after  a  pastorate  of  more  than  twenty-eight  years.  He 
was  a  good,  kind,  able  and  godly  man,  all  the  years  of  whose  ministerial  life 
weiH)  filled  with  usefulness.  "He  never  sought  another  place,  and  ncvbr  tobk 
'a'dollar  for  supplying  on  the  Sabbath  any  other  pulpit."  Ho  loved  his  people, 
*^aild  was  contented  to  stay  with  them;  they  luved  him,  and  were  satisfied 
with  his  work.**  Under  his  guidance  the  church  became  "  largo  and  Influential, 
abounding  in  love,  and  the  grace  of  liberality."  1*1)0  Rev.  John  R.  Thurston 
w^s  installed  as  his  successor  Aprir20, 1871,  and  still  continues  in  the  pastoral 
ofiice.  The  numl>er  of  church  members  is  two  hundred  and  sixty,  and'  the 
annual  Contributions  fox*  benevolent  objects  amount  to  over  ten  thousand. 
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dollars.  The  deacons  have  been  Alvau  Loland,  John  C.  AVbitiu,  Ilonice 
Armsby,  Stephen. F.  Baobclor,  P.  Whitiii  Dudley,  II.  A.  Goodell  and  William 
H.  Wbitin.  The  second  and  three  last  are  still  iu  office.  The  Sabbath  school, 
superintended  by  Dea.  NVilliani  II.  Whitin,  numbers  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
five^ 

The  first  Methodist  meetings  in  Northbridge  wei*e  held  in  private  bouses, 
.many  years  ago,  in  the  neighborhood  known- as  Quaker  Street,  and  vicinity, 
and  also  in  the  school-house  at  Plupimer's  Corner.  Northbridgo  was  tbo 
centre  of  a  circuit  which  included  surrounding  towns.  In  1850  services 
wore  begau  in  Whitinsville,  in  a  hall  on  Railroad  Avenue,  and  the  Methodist 
church  was  organized  on  the  23d  of  June  in  that  year.  The  offii-ial  members 
at  that  time  were  Smith  Bruce,  Amos  AVhite,  Charles  Taylor,  William  Smith, 
Libeus  Leach,  A.  E.  Batchelor  and  J.  H.  Cole.  A  new  and  spacious  house  of 
worship  was  erected  in  1875,  and  was  dedicated  October  2  of  that  year.  The 
cost  of  the  site,  the  church  and  the  parsonage  was  near!}'  $20,000. .  The  pastor 
now  in  charge  is  Rev.  Seth  C.  Carey. 

As  business,  and  population  increased  in  Whitinsvillo  and  the  otiier  villages 
in  the  town,  the  foreign-born  clement  grew  by  degrees,  until,  in  .187.5»  as 
appears  by  the  State  census,  there  were  natives  of  Ireland  and  Canada,  t().the 
number  of.  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  six.  As  a  largo  proportion  of 
these  had  been  trained  in  the  Roman  Catholic  faith,  they,uatura]ly  felt  the  peed 
of  religious  ordinances  in  accordance  with  their  views.  .Public  woi*ship  was 
held  iu  difierent  places  until  1870,  when  the  Catjiolic  church  was  erected  in 
Whitinsville,  bearing  the  title  of  St.  Patrick. 

A  United  Presby^rian  church  was  organized,  Oct.  3,  1861,  It  worships  in 
the  chapel  formerly  occupied  by  the  Village  Congregational  Society  for  the 
same  purix)se.     The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  J.  L.  Thompson. 

The  education  of  their  children  was  considered  of  the  highest  importi^nce  by 
the  first  settlers  of  Northbridge.  Afier  the  town  was  organized,  and  the  ofii- 
cera  were  chosen,  two  votes  were  passed ;  one  was  to  provide  for  preaching, 
and  the  other  was  for  the  support  of  a  school  or  schools.  Sixteen  pounds  wero 
appropriated  for  this  object.  Here  was  provision  for  secular  and  religious 
instruction.  The  minister  was  the  servant  of  the  town  as  well  as  the  school 
teacher;  both  received  their  support  from  the  town.  The  church  and  tho 
school  combined,  was  the  cduc:itionaI  apparatus  of  the  people.  Xp  school- 
houses  were  built  during  the  first  quarter  of  a  century,  or  till  about  the  year 
1795,  as  appears  by  a  report  of  the  school  committee  made  in  the  Centennial 
ycar^ — 137C  —  but  the  schools  were  kept  in  private  houses,  or  other  buildings, 
iu  different  parts  of  the  town.  The  terms  were  only  two  or  three  months  in 
length,  and  were  often  kept  by  the  same  master,  who  went  from  place  to  place, 
and  sometimes  had  in  his  school  tl^e  elder  pupils  from  all  sections  of  the  town. 
Besides  his  pay  in  cash,  which  was  not  large,  tho  teacher  l)o:irdcd  round  in  the 
families  tvhich  bad  scholars  iu  the  schools.     Tho  branches  pursued  t^ero  such 
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08  were  common  in  all  district  schook  ia  those  early  days.  All  the  children 
were  drilled  in  reading,  spelling  and  writing.  Penmanship  was  an  art,  and 
some  teachers  were  famous,  in  a  narrow  circle,  as  penmen,  and  for  their  skill 
in  making  good  goose-quill  pens.  Thoy  won  required  to  set  copies  which  the 
scholars  could  safely  follow  as  models.  The  introduction  of  steel  pens  and 
coppeivplate  copies  has  hecn  a  great  relief  to  many  modern  teaclicrs.  Arith- 
metic was  the  study  in  the  primitive  schools.  A  boy  that  did  not  kuow  enough 
to  keep  accounts  and  cast  interest,  was  not  fit  to  take  care  of  himself.  Geog- 
raphy and  grammar  came  in  by  degrees,  when  Morse  and  Murray  had  provided 
improved  tcxt*books  in  those  important  branches.  It  was  many  years,  how- 
ever, before  a  body  of  teachers  was  raised  up  who  were  competent  to  parse  or 
analyze  a  sentence  of  more  than  ordinary  complexity.  But  iu  the  woixl^  of 
the  committee :  ^  While  the  education  of  the  school  was  so  meagre,  their  gen- 
eral  culture  in  nMirals  and  manners  was  strongly  inculcated  by  the  stem  Puri- 
tanism of  those  times.  Whatever  we  may  choose  to  say  iu  comparison  favor- 
able  to  modcru  schools,  we  must  ackni^wledge  their -eupremacy  in  the  devcloi>- 
ment  of  moral  character,  ihcr  virtues  of  I^onesty  and  Iruthfuluess,  which  are  an 
essential  requisite  for -a  usefuhdlicf  loyal  citizen. '^     .  ' 

A  few  citations  from  tbe:towh^(k>hls'w(ll  let  us  see  into  the 'life  of  the 
people  mOi*e  than  a  hundred  yeaVs  ago._  At?  a  meeting:  Jioklj'^Soiit-.Sl,  1772, 
after  ydtiM*. to  raise  sixteen  p.oun49  io.r  schooliug,  and  three  poUMs  for  d is- 
trict  charges^  a  committee  was  chosen  to/*  squadron  the  district  of  North- 
bridge.'*'  The  committee  divided  the  to\vn,  which  seems  to  ^'^'d  been  a  school 
distriet,  into  seven  squadrons,^  luuning  the  families  in  eacl^  squE^ixiu.  At  a 
meeting'  held  Feb.  1 ,  1773,  it  was  voted  to  "divide  the  scbcft)!  nio^ey  accord- 
ing to  the  number  of  c}i3[(lreu  in  each  squadron.'*  In  1784,  there,  were  six 
squadrons.  Iii  1786  foi'ty  pouriils  wer€^  ninsed  for  scbdolthg.  The  same  sum 
was  coutinued  for  several  years.  In  1795,  April  IG,  it  was  voted  ^to  build  a 
school-house  iu  each  of  the  school  districts  in  the  town."  By  this  time  the  law 
of  the  State  allowed  the  towns  to  be  districted,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  Horace 
Mann,  was  bad  policy.  After  long  trial,  the  State  has  returned  to  the  old  plan 
of  making  the  whole  town  a  district  for  school  purposes.  In  1796,  further 
action  was  taken  in  relation  to  school-houses,  which  resulted  in  their  erection. 
In  1797,  the  sum  of  $133.33  was  raised  for  schooling,  which  was  the  grant  till 
1801,  when  the  town  voted  to  raise  $150.  The  same  sum  was  raised  in  the 
year  following,  and  Paul  Aldrich,  Nathaniel  Adams  and  Jabez  Wing  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  regulate  school  districts. 

Such  were  the  feeble  l>cginnings  in  the  way  of  common-school  education  in 
Nortlibridge.  A  few  figures  will  show  the  contrast  between  then  and  now. 
In  1850,  the  population  of  the  town  was  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  ten  ; 
the  appropriation  for  schools  was  $1,000;  the  length  of  the  schools  was  five 
months  and  sixteen  days,  and  the  sum  appropriated  for  each  scholar  was  about 
$2.32.     In  1874-5,  the  population  was  four  thousand  and  thirty;  the  appro- 
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priation  for  schools  was  $7,350;  tho  length  of  the  schools  was  eight  months 
and  nineteen  days,  and  the  sum  appropriated  for  each  scholar  was  $8.87.  In 
the  year  1877-8,  the  appropriation  for  schools  was  $7,850;  the  length  of  the 
schools  was  nine  months,  and  tho  sum  appropriated  for  each  child  was  $10.C6« 
These  figures  place  Northbridgc  high  in  the  list  of  public-spirited  towns.  There 
are  in  tho  town  sixteen  schools,  including  a  grammar  and  a  high  school.  The 
cost  of  the  high  school  in  tho  year  1878-9  was  $1,550,  and  the  attendance  was 
about  fifty  pupils.  In  relation  to  this,  the  committee  report  that  "tho  estab- 
lishment of  such  a  school  has  paid  all  its  cost  in  the  increased  number  of  edu- 
cated persons,  and  the  stimulus  it  has  presented  to  the  pupils  of  lower  grades 
to  increased  study,  and  a  better  preparation  to  enter  it.*'  In  addition  to  the 
extended  curriculum  of  the  schools,  attention  has  been  given  to  drawing  and 
music  in  some  of  the  schools. 

The  modern  improvement  in  school-houses  is  indicative  of  the  growing  inter« 
est  in  the  education  of  the  young.  The  school  buildings  in  Northbridgc  are  in 
lino  with  the  general  progress.  Tho  property  of  this  kind,  in  tho  whole  town, 
is  valued  at  about  foity  thousand  dollars.  Tho  "four-room"  school-house 
erected  in  Whitinsville,  last  year,  is  furnished  with  scats  for  tw^o  himdred  and 
twenty-four  scholars,  but  will  admit  of  more  if  necessary.  There  is  also  a 
good  recitation-room,  where  an  assistant  may  be  employed,  and  "tho  building 
contains  really  five  schools.  The  building  is  elegant  in  its  outward  appearance, 
and  the  inside  finish  is  of  the  best  materials.  The  rooms  arc  large,  high,  well- 
lighted,  and  abundantly  supplied  with  blackboards  and  apparatus.  Tho  cloak- 
rooms, closets,  halls  and  stairways  are  large  and  convenient.  There  is  a  good 
basement  with  ample  play-rooms,  and  a  liberal  allowance  of  yard  or  lawu 
around  the  house.  There  is  complete  separation  of  tho  sexes  in  tho  grounds, 
and  in  tho  building,  until  they  come  under  tho  supervision  of  the  teachers.** 
Proper  attention  has  been  paid  to  ventilation  and  warmth.  The  grounds  have 
been  handsomel}'  graded  and  surrounded  by  a  suitable  fence,  in  keeping  with 
the  plan  of  the  house.  In  a  word,  the  school- house  is  an  ornament  to  the  vil- 
lage. The  money  invested  in  school-houses  since  18G8,  amounts  to  $50,000. 
The  committee  in  charge  of  the  schools  in  1878-9,  were  Messi*s.  R.  R.  Clarke, 
M.  D.,  Edward  Bachelor,  Josiah  LascUe,  Arthur  F.  Whitin,  George  Bensoa 
and  William  H.  Whitin.  Dr.  Clarke  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  com- 
mittee and  practically  superintendent  of  schools  nearly  twenty-five  years,  and 
it  is  largely  owing  to  his  zeal  and  enthusiasm  that  tho  schools  of  the  town  have 
been  raised  to  their  present  high  standard. 

In  tho  work  of  suppressing  tho  Rebellion  — 1861-65  —  the  town  bore  an 
honorable  part.  As  soon  as  the  news  of  the  firing  upon  Fort  Sumter  was 
received,  all  hearts  were  resolved  to  maintain  the  supremac}'  of  the  national 
government.  The  first  legal  meeting  was  held  May  8,  when  it  was  voted  to 
raise  "such  sums  of  money  as  may  be  required,  rot  exceeding  five  thousand 
dollars,^   for  various  war  purposes.      Ilazen  O.  Dean,  Jeremiah  Buhiu800« 
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Joseph  Dudley,  Lake  S.  Fornura,  and  Hiram  Wing  were  joined  with  tbe 
selectmen  ta  caiTy  the  vote  into  cflbct.  The  sclectmou  in  that  year  wero  Wil- 
liam Kendall,  Merrick  L.  Taft,  James  F.  Whitin,  John  C.  Taft  and  Charles 
Fowler.  Some  of  those,  with  the  following,  served  in  the  remaining  years  of 
the  war:  P.  Whitin  Dudley,  Joel  Bachelor,  Leander  F.  Smith,  Lewis  Armsby, 
Jeremiah  Robinson,  Nelson  Paine,  Stephen  F.  Bachelor,  Davis  P.  Gray,  Geoi^ 
W.  Rawson,  David  B.  Winter.  During  the  war  Iliram  Wing  was  town  elerk 
and  treasurer.  ' 

•  In  1862  the  selectmen  were  authorized  tox)ay  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars to  each  volunteer  for  three  years'  service,  who  should  enlist  and  be  creditetl 
to  the  quota  of  the  town.  The  sum  of  tifly  dollars  additional  was  raised  for 
those  already  in  the  field.  Other  votes  raiding  money  for  additional  volunteers 
were  passed  at  various  meetings  in  the  Ail  I  of  this  year.  In  18G3,  November 
3,  the  town  voted  "^tbat  the  families  of  conscripts,  disabled  soldiers*  and  those 
who  have  died  in  the  service  of  United  States,  be  placed  on  tbe  same  footing 
as  regards  State  aid,  as  the  families  of  volunteers."  A  vote  was  passed,  April 
9,  1864,  to  ^  pay  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  tweuty-Gve  dollars  to  each 
Toluuteer  enlisting  to  the  quota  of  the  town  for  three  years'  service,''  under  a 
call  issued  at  that  time  by  the  President.  And;  in  18G5,  after  the  war  was 
over,  August  5,  it  was  voted  to  '*  refund  the  money  to  all  individuals,"  who  bad 
paid  money  to  aid  recruiting.  According  to  the  figures  as  given  by  Gen. 
Schouler,  Northbridge  furnished  three  hundred  and  eleven  men  for  the  war, 
"which  was  a  surplus  ofseventeen  above  all  demands.  Five  were  commissioned 
officers.  The  whole  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  town  for  war  pur- 
poses, exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  $15,407.10.  The  amount  paid  for  State  aid 
to  soldier^  families,  was  $12,064.47,  making  a  total  of  $27,471.57.  A  report 
made  to  the  town  by  a  committee  chosen  to  '^  collect  statistics  showing  the 
action  of  the  town  in. regard  te  the  war,"  gives  a  total  exi)ense  much  larger 
than  the  above.  The  estimate  of  the  committee  included  all  the  appnipriations 
of  the  town  for  war  purposes,  including  State  aid,  and  increased  taxation  on 
account  of  the  war,  and  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  people,  including 
the  amount  raised  by  the  ladies.  The  summary  is  as  follows : — On  Qccouut  of 
the  war,  $26,034.62  ;  voluntary  contributions,  $8,427.01 ;  amounting  to  $34,- 
462<53.  •  The  estimated  increase  of  the  State  tax  was  $25,000.  Sundry  per- 
sons paid  the  United  States  for  internal  revenue,  $161,311.10.'  The  latter  was 
of  course  added  to  the  cost  of  goods  manufactured,  and,  therefore,  not  a  tax 
.'on  the  citizens  of  the  town,  except  so  far  4is  they  pu4*chasod  tbe  goods  thus 
taxed.  The  whole  cost  of  the  war  includes,  besides  the. above,  the  cost  of 
stamps  and  x)ther  indirect  expenses.  To  this  must  bo  added  the  total  sliare  of 
the  town  in  the  national  debt.  The  town  contained,  when  the  war  began,  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  inhabitants,  and  the  valuation  Was 
$945,574 ;  from  which  may  bo  seen  what  a  heavy  burden  was  cheerfully  lK)rne 
by  the  people  of  Northbridge.  ^ 
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In  addition  to  the  facts  given  in  the  preceding  pngcs,  iLe  following  nutbentio 
statements  respecting  water-power,  the  dimensions  of  factories,  and  tbbir 
annual  product  up  to  date,  will  bo  of  permanent  interest. 

In  1826,  tbe  Mumford  River,  on  which  the  works  at  Whitinsville  are  located, 
supplied  ten  horse-power,  but  by  a  system  of  reservoirs  constructed  from  time 
to  time,  tills  limited  power  has  been  increased  to  three  hundred  and  Bcventy- 
five  horse-power;  and  the  flowage  ha^.been  increased  from  a  few  acres  to  over 
fourteen  hundred. 

The  machine  shop,  erected  in  1847,  is  three  hundred  and  six  feet  long  by 
one  hundred  and  two  feet  wide,  two  stories  high  with  a  basement.  Tbe  shop, 
built  in  18G4,  is  three  hundred  and  ninety  feet  in  length  by  seventy  feet  in 
width,  with  an  L  seventy  by  seventy  feet.  The  main  building  and  L's  are 
three  stories  high,  with  a  basement.  The  capital  is  $600,000.  The  shop  has 
a  capacity  to  employ  seven  hundred  men,  and  when  running  full  consumes  " 
upwards  of  fifteen  tons  of  pig-iron  daily,  besides  large  quantities  of  wrought 
iron,  steel,  bniss,  &c.,  in  the  manufacture  of.  the  various  machines.  'T'ha 
establishment  was  chartered  in  1870,  under  the  name  of  Whitin  Machine 
Works.  John  C.  AVhitin  is  president,  J.  Lasell,  treasurer,  and  G.  E.  Toft, 
superintendent.  The  two  buildings,  including  the  L's,  contain  five  acres  of 
floor-room,  besides  twelve  thousand  square  feet  for  foundry  purposes,  and  .fifty 
thousand  square  feet  for  storage. 

The  Whitinsville  Mills  were  built  in  1845.  The  dimensionsaro  as  follows:-— 
one  hundred  and  sixty-two  by  forty-eight  feet,  with  an  L  one  hundred  and  eight 
by  forty-eight  feet,  and  a  picker-room,  fifty  by  forty-eight  feet.  The  L  and 
picker-room  were  put  up  in  1860.  The  number,  of  spindles  is  thirteen  Ihoo- 
sand  four  hundred.  Use  annually,  fourteen  hundred  bales,  equal  to  six  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  pounds,  of  cotton.  Value  of  products^  $200,000  to 
$225,000.     Hands  employed,  about  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

The  Rockdale  Mill  was  erected  in  1857.  It  is  one  hundred  and  sixty-six  feet 
by  sixty-six  feet,  with  boiler-house  forty-one  feet  by  fifty-eight.  The  River- 
dale  Mill  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  by  forty-five  feet.  The  number  of 
spindles  in  these  mills  is  eighteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenly-foar. 
Pounds  of  cotton  used  yearly,  seven  hundred  and  ten  thousand  seven  hundred. 
Number  of  bales,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninetyrfour.  Annual  value 
of  products,  $175,000.     Hands  employed,  two  hundred  and  sixty^ 

The  Linwood  Mill  was  erected  in  1866.  It  is  five  stories  in  height  with  the 
following  dimensions: — one  hundred  and  sixty-four  by  sixty-six  feet,  and  a 
picker-room  fifty-nine  by  forty-three  feet.  The  number  of  spindles  is  fifteen 
thousand.  The  amount  of  cotton  worked  up  yearly,  equals  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  fifty  I>ales,  or  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  thousand  iKiunds. 
The  value  of  the  products  is  from  $225,000  to  $250,000  annually.  Number 
of  bands  employed,  about  one  hundred  and  eighty. 

The  National  Bank  was  esUblished  in  1865.    Its  capital  is  $100,000.    Paul 
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Whitin  is  president,  and  H.  A.  Ooodell  is  cashier.    The  president  of  the 
Savings  Bank  is  John  C.  Whitin ;  the  treasurer,  H.  A.  GoodclK 

Tbe  Pino  Grove  Cemetery  was  dedicated  in  1878.  It  is  the  property  of  a 
private  corporation.  Tbe  situation,  between  Whitinsvillo  and  Linwood  is 
excellent,  and  the  ground  has  great  capabilities  of  improvement. 

Wbitiusville  has  a  lyceuni  lecture  course  annually,  of  a  high  order,  at  an 
expense  of  about  $12,000,  which  is  defrayed  by  the  sale  of  tickets. 

The  **  Whitinsvillo  Compendium''  serves  as  a  vehicle  of  local  news. 

The  Memorial  Hall,  near  the  centre  of  Wbitinsville,  is  one  of  the  most 
costly,  spacious  and  elegant  public  buildings  in  the  county.  It  was  erected  on 
the  family  homestead  where  tbe  sons  met  to  take  counsel  of  their  venerated 
mother,  during  all  the  years  of  her  widowhood.  It  was  erected  in  honor  of  their 
parents,  at  u  cost  of  about  $50,000.  It  contains,  in  the  high  and  airy  base- 
ment, A  good-si^ed  hall  for  town  meetings,  and  all  necessary  rooms  for  heating* 
apparatus  and  fuel. .  On  the  first  floor  are  rooms  for  various  town  officers^,  a 
library  of  several  thousand  volumes,  and  a  reading-room.  The  second  floor 
is  occupied  by  a  spacious  hall,  with  platform,  gallery  and  ante-rooms.  Hera 
a  large  audience  can  be  comfortably  seated.  The  building  is  most  thoroughly 
constructed  of  handsome  brick  and  granite  work,  with  bard-wood  finish.  In 
size,  shape,  finish  and  location  the  Memorial  Hall  is  a  splendid  structure,  and 
worthy  of  its  noble  design. 

The  **  Whitinsville  Social  Libi*ary*'  arose  from  a  bequest  of  one  hnndred 
dollars,  kft  by  Mifts  Sarah  Fletcher  iu  aid  of  such  a  library  as  the  town  might 
create.     Tbe  work  was  placed  in  charge  of  a  committee  of  the  towuj  viz.. 
Rev.  L.  F.  Clark,  Horace  Armsby,  and  Leander  Gorton,  wiio  formed  a  con- 
stitntion;  and  the  library  was  opened  in  the  chapel,  once  a  week,  to  all  per*- 
sons  paying  one  dollar  each,  annually.     There  were  then  two  hundred  and' 
fifty  volumes,  and  eighty-three  subscribers.     This  action  of  the  town  was  Dec. 
10, 1844.     In  18G0  another  legacy  of  five  hnndred  dollars  was  given  by  Ezra  ' 
W.  Fletcher,  to  which  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  were  added  by  sul^scrip- 
tion.    The  society  voted  Feb.  21,  1876,  to  make  the  library  free,  if  the  town 
would  appropriate  two  hundred  dollars  annually  for  its  support ;  tbe  property 
to  revert  on  failure  of  this  condition.     The  town  accepted,  and  has  since  more 
than  met  the  condition.    The  library  is  kept  in  the  Memorial  Building  and 
ndw  contains  about  three  thousand  three  hundred  volumes. 


* 
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OAKHAM. 


BY   MAJ.   JOHN  B.  FAIRBANX. 


CHAPTER  I, 


SITtTATIOK  AKD  SURFACE  —  SETTLEMENT  AND  FIRST  PURCHASE  —  INCORPORA- 
TION —  APPROACH  OF  THE  REVOLUTION  —  MINUTE-MEN  —  INFLATED  CHU^ 
RENCr  —  HIGH  PRICES  —  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  —  WAR  OF  1812  — 
VOTE   AGAINST  ALLIANCE  —  CIVIL  WAR, 

This  town  lies  fourteen  miles  nortb-west  of  Worcester,  and  joins  Rutland 
and  Paxton  on  the  nortli-east,  Bari'o  on  the  noilb>west,  New  Braiiltreo  on  the 
south-west,  and  Spencer  on  the  south.  It  is  eminently  one  of  the  ^bill  towns? 
of  the  county.  All  the  streams  which  water  and  dniin  it  have  their  sounds 
within  its  borders,  and  flow  either  northerly  to  the  Ware,  or  southerly  to  the' 
Chicopee  River. 

The  surftice  is  uneven.     The  underlying  rock  is  of  the  gneiss,  formation^  , 
nearly  horizontal  in  position,  the  strike  of  which  is  nearly  north  and  south,  and 
the  dip  slightly  to  the  west. 

The  soil  is  fertile  and  well  adapted  to  the  grasses,  grains  and  fruits  of  New 
England.  The  subsoil  of  the  hills  is  a  compact  clay ;  of  the  valleys  is  sand 
or  gravel.  Over  one-fiflh  of  the  snrface  is  covered  with  forests,  chiefly  of 
chestnut.  There  are  no  large  streams  of  water  in  the  town,  but  the  brooks 
and  small  streams  by  their  rapid  fall  furnish  considerable  water-power  the 
greater  part  of  the  year. 

Upon  Cold  Brook  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  town  are  mineral  springs  jof « 
great  interest.    Their  waters  are  successfully  used  in  the  treatment.of  many 
forms  of  disease.     There  are  several  of  these  springs  situated  near  each  other, 
yet  entirely  distinct  in  the  character  of  their  waters. 

Oakham  constituted  the  south-west  portion  of  an  Indian  tract  called  Naquag. 
This  tract  was  conveyed  Dec.  22,  1686,  by  five  Kntick  Indians  to  Henry  Wil- 
lard,  Joseph  Bowlandson,  Joseph  Foster,  Benjamin  Willard  and  C}7)rian 
Stevens.  The  Indian  deed  was  confirmed  by  the  legislature  Feb.  23, 1713,  and 
to  that  conveyance  is  traced  the  titles  of  the  present  owners. 

The  municipal  history  of  Oakham  commences  in  1762,  when  it  was  set  off 
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from  Rutland,  and  incorporated  into  a  town.  ProTious  to  that  timo  it  was 
known  as  Rutland  West  Wing.  Its  social  history  begins  in  1750,  when  ttio 
first  settlements  wero  mode  witliin  its  limits. 

In  the  autumn  of  tlio  last  mentioned  year  a  colony  of  ten  families  was  formed 
in  the  old  town  to  settle  the  West  Wing.  The  heads  of  these  families  wero : 
William  Banks,  Alexander  Bothwcll,  Alexander  Crawford,  Patrick  Green, 
Alexander  AIcFarland,  James  Boll,  James  Craigo,  James  Dean,  William 
Harper,  Robert  McMains. 

These  colonists  wero  Scotch-Irish,  from  the  North  of  Ireland.  In  religious 
faith  and  practice  they  were  Presbyterians.  Having  selected  their  lands,  the 
settlers  united  in  building  their  bouses,  all  working  on  each  house  iu  turn. 
Nine  bouses  were  completed  the  same  autumn,  and  the  tenth  the  following 
spring. 

The  West  Wing  had  been  laid  out  previous  to  its  settlement  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  Rutland  into  fifty-two  lots  of  al>out  two  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
each.  These  lots  are  still  known  as  ^  original  lots,**  and  their  boundaries  as 
*•  original  lines  of  lots." 

^be  number  of  settlers  was  largely  increased  during  the  next  eight  years  by 
the  arrival  of  other  families. 

.,  In  1758  a  petition  bigncd  by  twenty-four  persons  was  sent  to  the  Coloni-al 
Goycrnment,  praying  that  they  be  incorpora^d  into  a  prepinct.  .This  pe.itiou 
was  as  folioTfs :  — 

**  lb  His  ExceUenetJ^  Thomas  Poional,  Esq.,  Oovemor  and  Commander  in  Chief  in  and  over 
>  Mis  Majesty's  Province  of  Massachusetts  Day :    To  the  Honf*t«  His  Majesty's  CauncU  and 
.  ^     the  Jlonf'ts  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled  : 

«« December  2dih,  17oa.  —  Tbc  Petition  of  us  the  Sabscribers  Inhabitants  of  the  West 
Wing  of  Rutland  so  called  IlumbI}'  Shows  That  y*  greater  of  us'  live  at  a  very  great 
Distance  from  the  places  of  Public  Worship  both  in  Old  and  New  Rutland.  That;  we 
are  not  in  a  Capacity  of  Oarselyes  to  Raise  any  sum  of  money  in  ordier  to  hire  Preaching 
among  us  as  we  arc  neither  a  Propriety,  Town  District  nor  Parrish.  Besides  many  other 
Inconveniences  we  labor  under  to  witt  for  the  want  of  Power  To  raise  money  for  the 
Schooling  and  Educating  our  children  And  also  moiiey  To  Repair  and  make  Ilighwavs 
and  build  Bridges  And  many  other  Dlfnculties  we  Labor  under  by  Reason  of  being  thus 
in  A  State  of  Nature.  Wo  Hnmblj'^  apprehend  y'  if  we  were  Incorporated  into  a'i*ar- 
rish  and  Impowered  to  Raise  Money  for  the  Ends  and  Uses  above  Mentioned  it  woud 
greatly  Incourage  the  Settlement  of  the  Place. 

**  Wherefore  your  Petitioners  Humbly  Pray  your  Excellency  and  Honours  would  be 
Pleased  to  Incorporate  all  the  lands  in  the  said  Wing  as  they  are  deliniated  on  the  Plan 
ncrewiih  Presented  Into  a  Precinct  oc  Parrish  and  loable  us  to  asseiss  the  Inhabitants 
of  said  \Ving  from  Time  to  Time  for  such  sams  of  Money  as  shall  be  agreed  upon,  to 
be  raised  by  the  Major  part  of  the  Inhabitants  for  the  Ends  and  Purposes  Aforesaid  Or 
Otherwise  Relieve  Your  Petitioners  as  in  Your  great  Wisdom  You  shall  see  Meet.  ..  And 
as  in  doty  bound  Shall  ever  Pray." 

^      •  *  »  ■ 

Upon  this  petition  an  act  .was  passed  incorporating  the  inhabitants  of  thi) 
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West  Wing  of  Rutland  into  a  precinct,  with  all  the  rights,  privileges  and  hn- 
munilii[?s  which  by  law.  precincts  had  been  vested  with. 

The  first  precinct  meeting  was  h(;ld'  at  the  house  of  Alexander  Uothwell, 
March  6,  1759,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing  precinct  officers.    ' 

In  the  same  year  it  was  — 

^^  Voted  to  raise  teen  poonds  by  tax  to  Repair  Ilyways.  Also  to  tax  the  inhabitence 
teen  poonds'to  Bui)port  pritcbing  tbis  present  year  and  that  the  meeting  be  kept  the 
first  Sabbath  at  the  bouse  of  Capt.  James  Craigc,  }•  2  day  at  Alexander  Crafifordii  y*  3 
at  Left  Bothwells  y*  4  at  Patrick  Greeofi  and  so  the  other  four  dwys  accordingly." 

In  1761  the  precinct  voted  to  build  a  meeting-house  "at  the  Sahter  or  neitt 
convenient  place,**  forty-six  feet  in  length  by  thirty-six  feet  wide.  The  waits 
were  raised  and  enclosed  in  the  dutumn  of  that  year,  but  the  house  progressed 
slowly,  and  for  eighteen  years  thereafter  appropriations  wcro  annually  m'dilo 
towardiS  finishing  it.  A  committee  to  seat  the  mcetiug-houBO  were  iustrubted 
in  assigning  seats  to  the  people  ^  to  have  respect  not  only  to  their  pay  but  to 
their  ago  and  reputation.** 

At  a  meeting  held  April  16,  1762,  the  precinct  voted  to  petitfon  the  (Grcnenil 
Court  to  be  incorporated  as  a  separate  town,  and  on  the  eleventh  dby  of  June, 
1762,  was  passed  "an  act  for  erecting  the  We^t  Precinct  of  Rutland  into  a 
District  by  the  naitie  of  Oakham."  The  town  was  called  Oakham  from  a  t6wn 
of  the  same  nam6  in  England,  from  which  many  of  the  inhabitants  had  come. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Capt.  James  Craige,  Tiies- 
day,  the  22d  day  of  June,  1762,  and  the  following  town  officers  were  chosen  :— 
X^lerk,  George  Harper;  selectmen  and  assessors,  James  Craige,  George' Harper 
and  Jonathan  BuUard ;  constable,  James  Dean ;  treasurer,  Arthur  Forbes ; 
warden,  James  Bell ;  surveyors  of  highways,  Joseph  Craige,  Arthur  Forbes  nnd 
Alexander  McFarland ;  tithing-man,  Solomon  Parmenter. 

From  the  incorporation  of  the  town  to  the  beginniug  of  the  Revolution,  the 
warrants  for  the  annual  town  meetings  usually  prescribed  the  following  busi- 
ness:— 

**  To  choose  all  necessary  town  officers. 

To  see  what  money  the  town  will  grant  for  preaching  this  year. 

To  see  what  monc}'  the  town  will  grant  for  schooling  this  year.  -  ,    . 

To  see  what  money  the  town  will  grant  towards  finishing  the  mceting-honse. 

To  see  what  money  the  town  will  grant  for  repairing  highways. 

To  see  if  hogs  shall  be  allowed  to  run  at  large. 

To  choose  a  committee  to  provide  a  minister.*' 

The  last  article  usually  elicited  the  most  interest.  On  one  occasion  the  corh 
roittee  were  instructed  **  to  apply  to  the  presbytery  fur  a  minister,  and  no  where 
else.** 

The  causes  which  lexl  to  the  Rerolution  were  rapidly  producing  thck  results, 
and  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  town  were  diverted  from  their  own  local 
matters,  find  attracted  to  the  broader  field  of  national  afifuirt. 
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Tbo  records  nbandautly  attest  the  deep  interest  which  they  took  in  tho  great 
events  of  that  tinie.  They  were  accustomed  to  express  and  enforco  Uieir 
opinions  hy  resolutions,  instructions  to  their  officers,  and  by  their  votes. 

On  the  sixteenth  day  of  January,  1775,  the  selectmen  convened  the  inhabi- 
tants at  the  meeting-house  to  **  discover  their  minds  on  the  following  ques- 
tions :  — 

**  L  To  see  if  tbcy  will  choose  a  man  to  go  to  the  Provincial  Congress  to  set  at 
Cambridge  on  the  first  of  February  next. 

^^  ir.  To  see  if  they  will  chose  a  Committee  of  Inspection  and  give  them  any 
instructions^  * 

*^  III.    To  see  if  they  will  vote  to  pay  tbeir  proportion  to  the  Continental  Congress." 

'At  this  meeting,  it  was  voted  — 

*^  To  pay  the  Continental  Congress  tlieir  proportion,  and  that  the  Treasurer  advance 
the  ^me,  one  half  to  be  taken  from  the  money  raised  for  preaching,  and  one  half  fh>m 
the  school  fund,  and  that  tho  amount — £12  Ss.  Gd. — be  paid  to  the  receiver  appointed 
by  Congress,  ond  thai  no  money  he  paid  into  liia  Majesdfa  Excliequer  by  (he  officer$  of 
this  Tbwn, 

*^  Also  voted  unanimously  lo  adhere  to  what  they  have  done,  as  follows,  to  wit : 
Having  perused  the  votes  and  proceedings  of  tho  Continental  Congress  hold  at  Phila-- 
delphia  on  the  5th  of  September,  1774,  containing  the  Bill  of  Rights,  a  List  of  Griev- 
ances, the  Association,  &c. ;  we  esteem  the  same  truly  loyal  and  well  stated,  land 
calculated  for  tlie  preservation  of  our  invaluable  rights  and  privilcgQs,  and  therefore,  to 
use  ihowords  of  that  venerable  body,  firmly  agree  and' associate,  under  the  sacred  ties 
of  virtue,  honor  and  love  of  our  Country,  faithfully  to  adhere  to  said  association  in  all 
respects* 


n 


Capt.  Isaac  Stone  was  chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  to-be 
held  at  Cambridge,  and  the  following  instructions  were  given  him :  — 

*^SiR, — You  having  been  unanimously  chosen  to  represent  ns  at  this  alarming  crisis, 
we  expect  you  to  exert  yourself  for  the  public  good. 

^'  You  are  sensible  that  we  have  unanimously  adopted  the  Association  of  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  as  truly  loyal  and  well  calculated  for  the  preservation  of  our  invaluable 
rights  and  privileges,  which  we  trust  will  be  your  general  guide.  And  further,  it  is  our 
opinion  to  suspend  the  choice  of  officers  for  the  administration  of  Civil  government  for 
the  present,  unless  something  should  be  laid  before  the  Congress  which  should  make 
the  contrary  highly  necessary.'* 

Jesse  Allen,  Jonathan  Bullard,  Isaac  Stone,  Joseph  Craige,  Joseph  Hudson, 
Ben}«imin  Joselyn,  and  Samuel  Mctcalf  were  at  the  same  time  chosen  a  *^  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety,"  and  were  instructed  to  "put 
into^xecution  the  resolves  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Compresses  as  far 
08  they  ore  able.** 

The  committee  had  no  axithotity  under  the  law,  and  were  powerless  to 
enforce  these  resolvesi  except  as  they  brought  public  opinion  to  bear  upon 
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ofieuders ;  but  this,  in  their  hands,  was  a  terrible  weapon.  .  Persons  disloyal  to 
the  cause  of  the  Colonics  were  to  bo  ^^hcld  and  treated  as  outcasts  —  to  be 
shunned  and  avoided  as  cneinies  of  humanity  " ;  and  yet  to  be  closely  watched, 
and  all  their  actions  scrutinized  by  the  committee. 

This  committee,  with  changes  of  its  members,  was  continued  throughout  the . 
Revolution. 

In  April,  1775,  a  company  of  minute-men  was  formed,  which,  upon  the 
Lexington  alarrb,  left  town  for  the  scene  of  encounter,  but  the  alarm  subsid-  . 
ing,  they  soon  returned  home. 

On  the  first  day  of  May,  1775,  a  town  meeting  was  held  to  choose  a  repre« 
sentutive  to  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  held  at  Watei*town,  and,  in  the 
language  of  the  warrant,  calling  the  meeting  *'To  consult,  deliberate  and 
resolve  upon  such  further  measures  as  under  God  may  prove  eflcctual  to  save 
this  people  from  impending  ruin,  and  to  secure  those  inestimable  liberties 
derived  to  ns  from  our  ancestors,  and  which  it  is  our  duty  to  preserve  for 
posterity.'* 

Capt.  Isaac  Stone  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  that  Congress. 

Oct.  15,  1775,  a  special  town  meeting  was  held  *Ho  see  what  instructions 
the  town  will  give  its  Representative  respecting  the  Stamped  paper  lately  sent 
from  England."    The  following  was  voted  :  — 

"  Sir,  —  We  are  sensible  of  the  duty  we  owe  to  the  Crown  of  Ghreat  Brittain,  at  the  . 
same  time  cannot  but  have  a  sensible  feeling  not  onl}'  for  ourselves  and  this  Province^ 
but  for  all  the  Colonics  here  on  account  of  a  late  Act  of  Parliament  respecting  the 
Stamp  Dut}',  which  we  humbly  conceive  presses  hard  on  our  Inalienable  rights  and 
privileges  granted  us  by  charter,  and  which  tends  to  distress  the  inhabitants  of  this    ; 
country,  especially  of  this  Province,  and  which  mast  end,  we  are  convinced  in  our 
Ruin -T- we  therefore  think  it  our  indispensable  duty,  in  jnstice  to  ourselves  and  pos- 
terit3%  in  the  most  opep  manner  to  declare  our  greatest  dissatisfaction  with  the  said  * 
Stamp  Act,  and  think  it  incumbent  on  3'ou  by  no  means  to  countenance  the  same,  jn 
any  measarc  whatsoever,  but  to  use  your  utmost  endeavors  in  the  General  Assembly  to 
oppose  it  and  preserve  our  liberties  Intire.** 

In  the  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  held  on  the  fourth  day  of  Alarch,  1776» 
the  following  article  of  business  appears :  — 

**  VIII.  To  bring  in  an  account  of  the  Powder,  Lead  and  Flints  that  was  delivered 
to  the  minute  men  or  others'  on  the  alarm  on  the  19Lh  of  April  last." 

At  the  same  meeting,  it  was  ^  voted  that  the  Town  lodge  their  amount  of 
Powder,  Lead  and  Flints  with  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Correspond'- 
cuce.  Inspection  and  Safety •'' 

May  21,  1776,  the  town  **  voted  £4  IGs.  for  intrenching  tools.''  On  the 
same  day,  some  six  weeks  before  the  passage  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence, the  town  **  voted  without  contradiction  that  if  the  Hon^  Congress  should 
for  the  safety  of  the  Colonics  declare  them  Independent  of  the  Kingdom  of 
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Great  Brittain,  they  Holemaly  engage  with  their  liyes  aod  fortunes  to  support 
them  in  the  measure." 

After  the  passage  of  the  Declaration,  the  writs  and  precepts  of  the  town  ran 
**In  the  name  of  the  Government  and  People  of  Massachusetts  Bay,^  instead 
of  **In  His  Majesty's  Name,''  as  had  previously  been  the  form. 

The  i)eopIe  were  fully  committed  to  the  cause  of  indc|)endence.     A  voto 
was  solemnly  passed  in  town  meeting  that  ^  such  persons  as  i*hall  refuse  to  do 
.  their  part  in  the  war  shall  be  deemed  unfriendly  to  the  States  of  America*  and 
otight  to  be  so  esteemed." 

The  town  eetit  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  men  into  the  Revolutionary 
army  for  terms  varying  from  two  and  one-half  months  to  five  and  ooe*half 
years,  the  average  term  of  service  being  ten  and  one-half  months.  It  \>aiil 
and  supplied  these  soldiers,  and  supported  their  families  in  all  cases  of  neces- 
sity, raising  and  liaying,  previous  to  the  inflation  of  tbo  currency,  the  sum  of 
£3,G76.  The  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  town,  by  the  census  of  1776,  was 
live  hundred  and  ninetv-ci<i:ht. 

After  the  currency  had  begun  to  depreciate,  the  town  voted  to  pay  two 
pounds  for  one  to  all  persons  to  whom  it  wa^  indebted,  and  later,  Oct.  18, 
1779,  ^1o  pay  thirty  pounds  per  mouth  in  addition  to  the  usual  pay  and 
bounty  to  each  man  who  shall  do  a  turn  in  the  present  campaign." 

The  value  of  the  money  raised  subsequent  to  tbe  inflation  can  hardly  be 
w6rtb  estimating,  but  the  amount  was  by  no  means  inconsiderable. 

July  11,  17t$0,  tbe  town  voted  £2,089  10^.  for  horses  for  the  Continental 
service.     It  is  said  that  tbis  sum  purchased  three  horses. 

September  4,.  tbe  same  year,  voted  to  raise  £18,000  for  the  six  months' 
campaign  in  the  Continental  army,  and  £9,000  fpr  the  miliiia. 

October  12.     Voted  £5,440  for  beef  required  of  the  town  for  the  army. 

Feb.  5,  1781.  Voted  £9,112  10^.  to  purchase  beef  for  the  army.  At  the 
lost  date,  the  town  voted  ^to  give  three  hundred  silver  dollars  as  hire  to  each 
soldier  enlisting  in  -the  Continental  Army  for  three  years." 

To  avert  some  of  the  evil  consequences  of  a  fluctuatiug  currency,  an  attempt 
was  made  in  1777  to  tix  the  prices  of  labor  and  the  rarist  common  articles  of 
merchandise,  and  a  long  list  of  prices  was  published.  In  1779,  this  price-list 
was  revised,  by  a  resolution,  to  meet  the  altered  condition  of  tbe  currency, 
and  tbis  town  voted  ^that  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  . 
Safety  have  a  watchful  eye  over  and  deal  with  every  person  who  should  be 
guilty  of  a  breach  of  the  Resolution  ns  an  enemy  of  his  Country,  and  bring, 
every  transgressor  to  condign  punishment." 

The  following  are  the  prices  of  a  few  articles,  as  published  in  1777  and  1779 : 
Co«>d  wheat,  1777,  C^.  per  bush.,  1779,  £8;  Indian  corn  and  meal,  1777,  3s. 
per  bush.,  1779,  £3  12s.;  beef,  beat  quality,  1777,  4(Z.  per  lb.,  1779,  5s. 
6(2. ;  lamb,  veal  and  mutton,  1777,  3\d.  per  lb.,  1779,  3s.  Gd, ;  Now  England 
rum,  1777,  5s.  per  gall.,  1779,  £5;  potatoes,  1777,  Is.  id.  per  bush.,  1779, 
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'£1  Off.;  salt,  1777,  14^.  Gd.  per  biwh.,  1779,  £12;  eugar,  best,  1777,  8icZ. 
per  lb.,  1779,  13^.  5cZ. ;  good  common  board  for  a  maa,  1777,  5«.  4d.  per 
week,  1779,  £4  10«, ;  good  common  dinner,  1777,  8fL,  1779,  13s. ;  common 
labor,  1777,  35.  per  day,  1779,  £2  14^. 

In  spite  of  these  attempts  to  fix  prices,  and  in  the  face  of  threatened  ** condign 
punishment,"  the}'  were  more  obedient  to  the  laws  of  finance  than  to  the  lists 
of  committees,  and  continued  to  advance  until  17S1,  when  the  town  allowed 
£18  per  day  for  common  labor,  and  paid  a  clergyman  £120  for  one  Sabbath*8 
preaching.  Perhaps  inflationists  of  the  present  day  could  Icairn  a  useful  lesson 
from  the  history  of  one  hundred  years  ago. 

The  early  inhabitants  of  the  town  were  evidently  possessed  of  a.  strong 
national  feeling,  and  were  as  zealous  for  establishing  an  American  Govern- 
ment as  they  were  sensitive  to  any  encroachments  upon  their  ** inalienable 
rights  and  privileges"  by  the  English  Government. 

On  the  9th  of  January,  1778,  they  voted:  ''That  the  Confederation  and 
peqietual  union  proposed  by  Congress  is  approved  of  by  this  town  and  tha^  it 
is  left  with  our  representative  to  join  in  any  alteration  which  may  appear  to 
bim,  when  the  matter  shall  be  more  fully  discussed,  to  be  necessary  or  for  the 
better.** 

In  the  same  year  it  was  proposed  that  the  House  of  Representatives  form  a 
Constitution  for  the  State.  The  town  opposed  the  proposition,  but  voted 
''that  a  State  Congress,  chosen  for  the  i^ole  purpose  of  forming  a  Constitution  of 
Government  is,  in  the  opinion  of  this  town,  more  eligible  than  a  House  of 
Representatives."  They,  therefore,  instructed  their  representative  to  use  his 
"  influence  for  convening  such  a  Congress  for  the  forming  a  Plan  of  Govern- 
ment, to  be  laid  before  the  people  for  their  inspection,  approbation,  rejection 
or  amendment." 

When  the  Constitution  was  submitted  to  them  it  wa^  fully  discussed,  article 
by  article,  in  town  meeting ;  portions  of  it  were  assigned  to  difl^ercnt  committees 
more  fully  to  ccmsider  and  report  upon ;  finally,  parts  were  rejected,  pafts 
approved,  and  to  other  parts  amendments  were  suggested.  When  the  Fedenal 
Constitution  was  proposed  it  received  a  like  careful  consideration.  These  mea. 
clearly  felt  that  they  had  duties  to  perform  as  well  as  rights  to  enjoy,  anjd  iC 
they  would  have  a  good  government  that  they  must  contribute  to  the  extent  of 
their  ability  and  luflnence  to  make  it  good. 

From  the  adi>ption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  to  the  declaration  of  war  with 
England,  in  1812,  there  is  nothing  in  the  ^own  records  of  special  interest. 
Laying  out  and  constructing  highways,  and  locating  and  building  school-houses, 
were  matters  receiving  cont^iderabIe  attention  during  this  time. 

The  war  of  1812  did  not  commend  itself  to  the  judgment,  nor  did  the  alliance 
with  France,  then  advocated,  approve  itself  to  the  conscience  ot  the  town.  la 
the  last-mentioned  year  a  town  meeting  was  called  for  July  10.  The  warrant 
prcsiTibed  the  following  business :  — 
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*^  I.    Tot  the  toim  to  express  their  miods  respecting  the  present  dedaratioo  of  "War 
tgainst  Great  Brittaio,  or  pass  any  votes  thereon. 
**  II.    To  see  if  the  toirn  will  express  an  abhorrence  of  an  alliance  wiUi  France.**. 

The  record  of  the  mooting  says :  — 

^  I.  Voted  against  a  tear  vnder  txistmg  circumttancea.  Also,  roted  to  choose  a 
committee  of  nine  to  circulate  a  memorial  for  peace  and  that  Rev.  Danl  Tomlinsoq^ 
Doct.  Scth  Fobes  and  W".  Crawford  bo  a  committee  to  draw  up  the  memoriaL 

^^  II.    Voted  against  any  alliance  with  France.'* 

The  allianco  was  not  ma^e,  but  tho  war  went  on  notwithstanding;  tho  vote  of 
tbo  town ;  and  two  years  latcr^  when  it  threatened  Ma.«f»a(*husetts,  Capt.  (aftcr- 
T^ard  Gen.)  William  Crawford,  member  of  the  committee  to  prepare  the 
memorial  for  peace,  led  a  company  from  Oakham  and  New.Bniintree  to 
Boston,  to  take  part  in  the  defence  of  that  city  against  an  expected  attack. 
The  company  remained  in  the  service  at  Boston  for  fifty-seven  days,  when,  the 
danger  lieing  over,  they  were  discharged. 

la  tho  lute  civil  war  Oakham  furnished  one  hundred  and  two  men  for  tho 
Union  army,  which  number,  according  to  the  rei>ort  of  Adjt.  Gren.  Schpuler, 
was  twelve  more  than  her  quota  on  all  calls.  The  town  appropriated  and 
expended  on  account  of  this  war,  exclusive  of  State  aid  to  tho  families  of 
soldiers,  the  sum  of  $10,867.58. 
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The  ]>opu1ation  of  tbo  town  nt  rarious  times  has  iKscn  as  follows :  In  1776, 
598;  1790,  772;  1800,  801;  1820,  986;  1840,  1,038;  1860,  959;  1870, 
860;  1875,  873.  Of  the  population  in  1875,  seveoty-six  were  foreigh- 
born,  and  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven  natives.  The  number  of  families 
Was  two  hi^ndrcd  and  nineteen,  and  the  number  of  voters  two  hundred 
and  twenty-two.  Tbo  chief  occupation  of  the  people  is  agriculture.  There 
are  in  tho  town  one- hundred  and  thirty-two  farms,  of  an  average  of  ninety-one 
acres  each.  Tho  whole  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  town  is  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five.  The  valuation  of  tho  town,  $354,742.  Tho  value  of  farm 
products  for  the  year  1875  was  $90,478.  The  value  of  manufactured  products 
for  tho  same  year  was  $47,831.  Tho  principal  manufactures  are  sieves  and 
loml^er.  A  few  men*  are  employed  in  making  boots  and  shoes,  obtaining  their 
work  from  the  manufacturers  of  North  Brookficid  and  Spen<;er. 

There  are  in  tho  town  two  water  sdw-mills,  two  grist-mills,  one  manufactory 
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of  sieves,  one  of  baskets  and  one  of  plows.  Each  of  these  industries  gives 
employment  to  a  few  men.  There  are  also  two  blacksmith  shops,  one  carriage 
shop,  one  machine  shop,  and  one  harness  shop. 

The  pnblic  buildings  incbide  one  church  (Congregational),  sik  school- 
houses  and  one  town  hall.  Memorial  Hall,  built  by  the  town  in  1874,  is  two 
stories  in  height.  In  the  first  ^tory  are  two  large  and  commodious  school* 
rooms,  fitted  up  and  furnished  in  the  most  approved  style.  In  the  second 
story  is  the  town  hall,  in  which  are  placed  mural  tablets  engraved  with  the 
names  of  the  soldiers  of  the  town  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  war  of  the 
Eebellion;    The  people  are  justly  proud  of  this  building. 

The  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  town  for  the  first  fifty  years  is  closely  inter^ 
woven  with  its  political  history. 

The  town  was  the  parish.  It  paid  the  minister  by  a  tax  upon  all  the  property. 
It  built  and  owned  the  meeting-house.  The  selectmen  were  often  the  com- 
mittee to  supply  the  pulpit.  Chin*ch  polity  and  the  qualifications  of  ministers 
were  subjects  often  warmly  discussed  in  town  meeting.  For  the  firat  nine 
year^  of  ihe  settlement  there  is  no  record  of  religious  services  on  the  Sabbatht 
but  as  soon  as  the  settlers  were  formed  into  a  separate  precinct  in  1759,  they 
made  arrangements  for  preaching  at  private  houses  for  two  or  three*  modths 
each  year. 

A  Presbyterian  church  of  about  thirty  members  was  oxganized  Aug. -28, 
1767. 

There  is  a  tradition  that  there  was  great  embarrassment  because  of  the 
habits  and  character  of  some  of  the  proposed  members.  Objections  were  made 
to  some  that  they  tarried  too  long  at  their  cups,  to  others  that  their  language 
sometimes  bordered  too  closely  upon  profanity,  and  it  appeared  for  awhile  as 
if  no  one  could  be  found  worthy  of  nicml>ership.  At  last  a  Scotchman 
exclaimed,  *^  Wcel,  if  the  Laard  wants  a  church  in  Oakham,  he  most  tak'  them 
such  as  they  be."  This  church  lived  a  precarious  life  imtil  1783,  when  it  dis- 
banded,the  town  having  voted  ^^that  the  church  should  be  under  the  Congre- 
gational constitution,  or  government.''  The  first  minister  ever  settled  in  the 
town, was  the  Hev.  John  Strickland.  He  was  installed  over  the  Presbyterian 
church,  Aug.  28,  176G. 

The  town  voted  him  £133  G^.  8d.  for  a  settlement,  and  for  a  salary  £60  the 
first  year,  £03  G^..  8(2.  the  second  year,  and  £G6  135.  4cZ.  annually  thereafter  so 
long  as  he  should  remain  their  minist/er.  Ho  sent  his  resignation  to  the  town 
Juno  2,  1773,  which  was  accepted  on  the  same  day. 

Upon  Mr.  Strickland's  resignation  a  Congregational  church  was  organized. 
The  I'ecoid  of  the  organization  gives  only  the  names  of  the  male  members,  sis* 
teen  in  numl)er.  Jesse  Allen  and  Jonathan  Bullard  were  chosen  deacons. 
This  church  has  continued  to  the  present  time,  and  is  the  only  church  in  the 
town.     It  now  has  about  two  hundred  members. 

* 

.  For  thirteen  years  from  its  organization  the  chiircb  had  no  pastor..    July  8, 
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1778,  a  call  was  extended  to  Ttov.  Baruch  Bepkwitb.  The  town  offered  him 
£150  for  a  settlement,  and  an  annual  salary  of  £G6  13^.  4d.  ever  afierwavde, 
more  orleaa  in  proportion  as  giKxl  merchantable  Indian  com  lirin^pB  S^i.  per 
bushel ;  rye,  4^. ;  best  quality  of  pork,  4cZ.  per  pound,  and  b-.^t  gross  fed  beef, 
3d!,  per  pound*  Mr.  Beckwith  deelincd.  Rev.  John  Daveni^ort,  Boy.  Solonicm 
Walcott  and  Ror.  Daniel  Farrington  were  severally  invited  to  settle,  but 
declined. 

In  1779  a  controversy  arose  in  the  town  respecting  the  baptizing  of  children 
whose  parents  were  not  memliers  of  the  church. 

In  town  meeting  it  was  **  voted  that  the  town  is  willing  to  settle  a  minister 
if  they  can  find  one  that  is  suitable.  AUo  that  they  will  settle  a  miniver 
although  he  does  not  baptize  for  those  who  do  not  belong  to  the  church,  37  for 
settling  in  that  way  and  24  not  for  settling  that  way.** 

On  the  3d  of  April,  1786,  the  town  and  church  c(>neurred  in  calling  the  Kev. 
Paniel  TotpliDson  to  be  the  minister  of  the  town  and  ])astor  of  the  church.  lie 
was  offered  £200  for  a  settlement,  and  a  salary  of  £60  the  first  year,  £70  the 
second,  and  £80  annually  thereafter. 

J^T.  Tomlinson  having  accepted*  the  call,  a  town  meeting  was  held  on  thft 
18th  of  May  to  appoint  a  day  and  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  his 
ordination.  The  twenty-second  day  of  June  was  fixed  ui)on  as  the  time. 
Numerous  committees  were  chosen,  one  **to  provide  for  ye  Gnincil,''  one 
^  to  secure  ye  meeting-house  from  being  in  danger  of  being  damaged  on  ye 
day  of  ordination." 

Another  committee  was- *^  to  keep  order  in  ye  meeting-house  on  said  day  of 
ordination,  and  provide  seats  for  ye  Council.''  And  still  another  was  *^to  seat 
ye  singers.** 

The  town  also  voted  £15  to  defray  the  necessary  expenses.  In  the  expeni^es 
paid  by  the  town  were  these  items : — Tor  entertaining  the  Council,  85  meals, 
liquor  included,  £6  IGs.  3d. ;  for  wine  and  lemons  for  the  ordination,  £2  5s.  6c2.? 

The  ** liquor  included **  and  the  '^wine  ond  lemons"  indicate  the  drinking 
customs  of  the  times.  Sevenil  members  of  the  Council  lived  to  see  a  reform 
of  those  customs,  and  themselves  became,  both  by  example  and  precept,  the 
earnpst  fidvw^ates  of  total  abstinence. 

Mr.  Tomlinson  at  the  time  of  his  ordination  was  twenty-seven  years  of  age. 
He  was  born  in  Derby,  Conn.,  graduated  at  Yale  College,  and  studied  theology 
with  the  eminent  Doctor  Backus.  lie  remained  as  sole  pastor  until  1828,  and 
as  senior  pastor  until  his  death,  fourteen  yeai*s  later.  His  ministry  was  most 
successful ;  under,  bis  pastorate  the  cliurch  largely  increased  in  numliers  and  in 
beneficent  work.  Of  him  his  successor  said :.  *'*  He  was  a  sound  theologian  — 
a  man  of  great  faith  and  prayer,  and  mighty  in  the  Scriptures.''  Thoroughly 
loved  and  resi^ected,  he  died  Oct.  29,  18^2,  and  was  buried  within  the  shadow 
of  the  church  which  for  more  than  fifty-six  years  he  had  faithfully  served. 

.In  1829^  Rev.  Asa  Uixou  was  settled  over  the  >eburcb,  but  after  preaching 
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ahout  tbrco  mouths,  he  was  oompellod  od  account  of  feeble  health  to  resign  and 
leave  town. 

In  1832  Rev.  James  Kimball  became  (mstor  of  the  church,  and  filled  the  office 
for  twenty-eight  years.  IIis  health  failing,  ho  resigned  in  the  autumn  of  18G0, 
and  died  in  the  following  March,  in  the  sixty-fourth  year  of  his  agis.  His 
ministry,  like  that  of  Mr.  Tomlinson,  was'  most  successful.  At  the  time  of  his 
retirement  the  church  numbered  two  hundred  aud  twenty-three  mem1>er8. 
(  A  man  of  gi-eat  piety  and  exceeding  gentleness,  abounding  in  charity  imd 
sympathy,  remarkable  for  the  wisdom  of  hi.<  judgment,  respected,  confided  in 
and  loved  by  old  and  young  alike,  Mr.  Kimball  was  a  faithful  minister,  a 
tender  shepherd,  a  safe  counsellor,  and  by  his  life  a  most  persuasive  preacher. 
Happy  the  church  with  such  a  pastor,  and  the  youth  of  a  community  with  such 
a  guide. 

Of  these  two  men,  Mr.  Tomlinson  and  Mr.  Kimball,  it  has  been  truthfully 
said  :/^  More  enduring  than  moniunents  of  brass  or  marble  are  the  monuments 
which  they  have  built  for  themselves  in  the  characters  and  lives  of  the  people 
of  Oakham." 

In  December,  18G0,  Rev.  F.  N.  Peloubet  became  pastor  of  the  chnrcb,  land 
remained  until  the  summer  of  1866,  when  ho  was  succeeded  by  ttev.  J.'C. 
Halliday,  who,  in  1871,  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Alpha  Morton,  who  still  occu- 
pies the  place.  ' 

Jesse  Allen,  who  was  chosen  deacon  upon  the  organization  of  the  church  in 
1773,  held  that  office  until  his  death  in  181G,  when  his  son,  the  late  Hon. 
James  Allen  was  elected,  and  held  the  place  until  his  death  in  1870,  when  ho 
was  succeeded  by  his  son,  a  present  incumbent. 

The  officers  of  the  church  at  the  present  time  are  Rev.  Alpha  Morton, 
pastor;  James  Packard,  Jesse  Allen  and  Horace  W.  Lincoln,  deacons. 
.    In  1832  a  Methodist  church  was  organized,  but  l>ecoming  weak  in  numbers^ 
it  finally  disbanded,  most  of  its  members  joining  the  Congrcgationalists. 

In  1818  a  Sabbath  school  was  organized  in  connection  with  the  Congregational 
church.  Dea.  James  Allen  was  the  fir.^t  superintendent,  and  filled  that  office 
for  more  than  forty  years.  lie  was  succeeded  by  Dea.  James  Packard  for 
eighteen  years,  and  he  in  1878  by  Dea.  Jesse  Allen.  The  school  now  numbers 
two  hundred  members. 

The  citizens  of  Oakham'  have  always  manifested  a  commendable  interest  in 
the  cause  of  public  education.  Liberal  appropriations  have  I)een  made  annually 
for  schools,  and  conscientiously  ex^^nded.  In  1762  the  town  voted  £10  for 
schooling ;  in  1780,  £30 ;  in  1835,  $500 ;  in  1865,  $1,000.  In  1780,  £1  8«.  8J. 
per  month  aud  board  was  paid  to  male  teachers,  and  4^^  per  month  to  female 
teachers. 

The  teachers  **  boarded  around.*'  In  17G9  the  town  was  divided  into  fii^e 
**  school-plots,"  and  each  plot  required  to  build  a  **  decent  school-house.'* 

In  1787  Bev.  Mr.  Tomlinson  was  chosen  inspector  of  schools,  and  in  1T98 
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three  men  were  chosen  **to  assist  in  examining  schoolmasters  and  inspecting 
schools.** 

The  town  now  supports  six  schools  for  twenty-six  weeks  in  the  year,  afford- 
ing reasonal)le  opportunities  for  all  the  youth  of  the  town  to  acquire  a  fair 
education.  The  schools  have  generally  been  of  a  high  standard  of  excellence, 
and  the  pupils  have  had  a  deservedly  good  reputation  for  scholarship. 

Since  1833  a  select  school  has  been  taught  in  the  autumn  of  nearly  every 
year,  with  an  attendance  varying  from  twenty  to  seventy.  It  has  been  of  incal- 
culable benefit  to  the  town. 

Twcnty-niue  men  from  the  town  have  received  a  liberal  education  at  American 
colleges  and  professional  schools,  and  have  adorned  the  professions  which  they 
have  chosen.  Several  others  have  l>cen  influential  in  the  counsels  of  the  State 
and  the  nation,  yet  the  chief  glory  and  pride  of  the  town  is,  not  in  her  few 
sons  who  have  attained  eminence,  but  in  the  many  true  hearts  and  sound  heads 
tliat  have  gone  from  her  common  schools  to  the  common  vocations  of  life. 
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THE  NIPMUCK  COUNTRY  -+-  THE  ITBST  GH AXT  —  SETTLEMENT  OF  THE  IllJGXJEifCim 
—  INCURSION   OF   THE   INDIANS,   AND  FLIGHT  OF  THE   INHABITANTS. 

The  Indian  name  of  Oxford  was  •  Mancharge  or  Manchaug.  The  native 
inhabitants  formed  a  branch  of  Ihe  Nipmuck  tribe,  and  were  under  the  chief- 
tainship of  Black  James  of  Chaubunagungamaug,  now  Webster.  The  first  that 
was  known  of  this  branch  of  the  Nipmucks  was  through  the  visit  of  the  Indian 
apostle,  Eliot,  and  Daniel  Gookiu,  in  1G74.  This  settlement  then  consisted  of 
about  twelve  families,  or  sixty  souls.  Its  members  had  made  some  progress  in 
agriculture,  were  peaceful  and  docile,  received  the  Bible  from  Eliot,  and 
formed  what  was  called  one  of  the  '^New  Praying  Towns.**  In  Philip's  war, 
this  tribe  proved  treacherous  to  the  English,  joined  Philip,  and  was  nearly 
destroyed. 

In  May,  1G81,  William  Stoughton  and  Joseph  Dudley  were  appointed  by 
the  General  Court  to  treat  with  the  Indian  owners  for  a  tract  of  land  lying  in 
the  Nipmuck  country,  and  in  May,  1682,  these  agents  received  of  Waban, 
Pyambobo  and  others,  ^'Indian  natives,  and  natural  descendants  of  the  ancient 
proprietors  and  inhabitants  of  the  Nipmuck  country,"  in  consideration  of  fifty 
pounds  and  a  black  coat  for  Black  James,  a  deed  of  all  that  part  of  the  Nip- 
muck country  lying  beyond  the  great  river  called  Kuttatuck  or  Nipmuck,  now 
known  as  the  Blackstoue.  Nearly  in  the  centre  of  this  country  was  the  Indian 
town  or  village  called  Manchaug,  for  which  a  grant  was  made  as  follows :  — 

*^  This  Court  having  information  that  some  gentlemen  in  England  arc  desiroos  to 
remove  themselves  into  this  colony,  and  (If  it  may  be)  to  settle  themselves  under  the 
Massachusetts;  for  encouragement  of  such  persons  and  that  they  may  have  some 
from  among  themselves,  according  to  their  noliou,  to  assist  and  direct  them  in  such 
a  design,  this  court  doth  grant  to  Major  Robert  Thompson,  William  Stoughton  and 

*  For  nuuiy  of  the  leading  historical  (acts  in  this  chapter,  the  writer  is  iDdebted  to  the  recently-, 
published  volnmo  by  George  F.  Daniels,  entitled  "  The  Ilaguenots  in  the  Nipmuck  Coontry,  or 
Oxford  prior  to  VfU." 
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Joseph  Dodlcy,  Esqs.,  and  such  others  as  they  shall  associate  to  them,  a  tract  of  land 
in  any  free  place,  containing  eight  miles  square,  for  a  township,  they  settling  in  said 
place  within  fower  years,  thirty  families,  and  an  able  orthodox  minister,  and  doe  allow 
to  the  said  township  freedom  from  country  rates  for  fower  years  ftom  the  time  above 
limited.    May  IC,  1C82.- 


•* 


The  first  survey  of  this  grant  was  made  by  John  Gore  df  Roxbury.  It  con- 
tained 41,250  acres,  or  a  little  less  than  sixty-five  square  miles.  This  plau 
and  survey  were  accepted  by  tho  General  Court  on  May  16,  1G83,  and  tbo 
tract  given  tho  uatiio  of  New  Oxford,  in  honor  of  Oxfordshire,  Eug.,  and  its 
university.  On  tho  eastern  side  of  this  grant,  11,250  acres  were  set  off  for  a 
villngo;  the  remainder  was  divided  among  the  proprietors.  The  deed  of 
division  was  found  in  London  in  1872,  and  is  now  in  possesj>ion  of  the  Now 
York  Historical  G^cicty.  Tbo  northeast  comer  of  Anguttcback  Pond  was 
the  western  limit  of  tbo  village. 

The  grant  for  Oxford  was  the  first  for  a  town  within  the  territory  now 
known  as  Worcester  County,  after  Philip's  wnr.  Previous  to  this  time,  only 
four  townships  bad  l)cen  granted  in  the  "great  interior  territorj,"  namely, 
Laticiidler  h\  1G53,  Mendou  in  1GG7,  Worcester  in  1GG8,  and  Brookfield  in 
1G73.  In' conscquotice  of  the  general  effect  produced  by  Philip's  war,  and! 
tbo  fact  that  predatory  bands  6f  disaffected  Indians  still  menaced  the  fron- 
tier settlements,  the  inhabitants  of  the  old  towns  near  Boston  were  loth  to 
remove  into  tho  "distant  wilderness,"  as  the  Nipmuck  countr}'  was  then  called. 
Hence,  settlement  proceeded  slowly,  and  the  grantees  of  Oxford,  fearing  that 
tb^  time  of  their  grant  would  expire  before  tho  requisite  number  of  families 
were  obtained,  applied  to  the  Court  for  an  extension,  which  was  granted^ 
thus:  — 

*^  In  answer  to  motion  and  request  of  William  Stooghton  ond  Joseph  Dudley,  Esqr*., 
on  behalf  of  Major  Thompson  and  themselves,  desiring  this  court's  favor  to  enlarge  the 
time  of  their  grant  of  their  plantation,  this  court  do  enlarge  the  time  for  settling  that 
plantation  therein  mentioned,  the  Space  of  three  years  from  this  day." 

This  was  dated  in  January,  1G85,  tho  year  in  which  Louis  XIV.  signed  the 
infiimons  decree  called  tbc*'Eevocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,"  which  annulled 
forever  tbo  privileges  granted  to  the  Huguenots  by  Henry  IV.  and  Louis 
XIIL,  and  absolutely  prohibited  tho  exercise  of  their  religion  throughout  tho 
kingdom,  with  the  exception  of  Alsace.  In  consequence  of  this  repeal,  tbo 
French  Protestants  or  Huguenots,  who  bad  suffered  groat  cruelties  and  perse- 
cutions on  account  of  their  religious  faitb,  became  exiles  from  their  native 
country.  Many  settled  in  England,  and,  of  these,  some  f<»und  their  way  to 
Anojcrica.  Though  the  influence  and  aid  of  Gil)ricl  Bcrnon,  a  native  of  Roche)le, 
]f*rance,  and  a  person  of  distinction,  who  in  England  made  the  acquaintance  of 
Bobert  Thompson,  one  of  the  grantees  of  Oxford,  many  of  these  refugees 
emigrated  to  Boston,  and  in  1G86  several  families  were  settled,  at  Oxford* 
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With  them  came  Isaac  Bertnmd  Du  Ttificau,  as  ngcnt  for  Bornon,  and  as 
director  in  the  aflairs  of  the  Colony.  As  nn  encouragement,  the  company 
granted  to  him  and  Bernon,  who,  induced  by  Du  Tuffoau,  came  to  America, 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land.  Afterwards  Bernon  was  granted  seven- 
teen hundred  and  fifty  acres.  With  this  company  of  Huguenots  came,  also, 
Daniel  Bondet,  as  minister.  r 

During  the  spring  oi  1G88  the  requisite  number  of  families  —  thirty  —  was 
settled.  The  height  of  prosperity  of  the  colony  was  reached  in  IG93.  In  this 
3*car  the  tpwu  was  authorized  to  send  a  representative  to  the  General  Court, 
and  Daniel  Allen  was  chosen.  In  the  summer  of  1694  the  hostile  Indians 
appeared,  and  then  commenced  the  decline  of  the  settlement.  In  the  fall  of 
this  year  their  minister,  Daniel  Bondet,  left  them.  Nothing  further  is  known 
of  this,  colony  until  the  Johnson  massacre  in  1G9G,  when  John  Johi)sou  and 
three  children,  Andrew,  Peter  and  Mar}',  were  murdered  in  cold  blood  by 
a  roving  band  of  hostile  Indians.  Mrs.  Johnson  escaped  and  fled  towards 
Woodstock,  expecting  to  u)cet  her  husband  returning  from  that  placQ.  He 
reached  the  house  by  another  route,  and  was  shot  at  his  own  door.  This 
attack  broke  up  the  plantation,  and  the  settlers  returned  to  Boston.  In  1,090 
eight  or  ten  families  returned  to  the  plantation,  and  remained  until  1,704. 

The  place  chosen  for  the  headquarters  of  the  colon}^  was  on  a  hill  south-east 
of  the  present  village.  The  main  fort  was  built  there,  the  road  from  Boston 
entered  the  town  at  that  point,  and  below  the  fort  at  the  distance  of  half  a  milp 
was  the  church  and  burying-yard.  The  first  mill  was  a  saw-mill,  built  near  the 
lower  end  of  Oxford  plain ;  also,  on  the  same  stream,  about  a  mile  above,  was 
a  grist-mill.  The  best  known  relic  of  the  Huguenot  settlement  is  the  ruin  of 
the  old  fort,  one  mile  and  a  half  from  Oxford  village,  the  outlines  of  which  mpy 
now  be  traced  by  means  of  the  foundation-stones.  The  fort  was  one  hundred 
feet  long  and  seventy-five  feet  wide,  was  built  of  unhewn  stone  and  possibly 
timber,  enclosing  a  bouse  and  well.  Another  relic  is  the  site  of  the  Johnson 
house,  on  Johnson  plain,  where,  in  1875,  citizens  of  Oxford  erected  f^  stone. 
An  industry  of  the  Huguenots  was  the  manufacture  of  shijvstorcs,  and  another 
that  of  making  glove-leather  from  deerskins.  , 


CHAPTER  n. 


THE    ENGLISH    SETTLEMENT  —  THE  TOWN  AND  CHUBCH  —  THE    HEVOLUTION — 

ECCLESIASTICAL  HISTOHY. 

The  settlement  of  English  families  in  Oxford  began  in  May,  1713.  In  July 
of  the  same  year  the  required  number  of  families  was  obtained,  and  on  the 
twelith  of  the  month  the  following  proclamation  and  deed  xras  made  by  ttio 
proprietors  of  the  grant :  — 
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^*To  aUper$on8  unto  tchom  tliese  pre9Pnt»  ahaU  come  :  Joseph  Dodlej,  of  Boxboiy,  ia 
the  coanty  of  Suffolk,  aocl  prorinoe  of  the  Massoehnsetttt  Bay,  in  New  Enghind,  Eeq. ; 
William  Taylor^  of  Dorchester,  in  the  same  county,  Esq. ;  Peter  Sargent,  of  Boston, 
Esq.,  and  Mchctable,  his  wife ;  John  Nelson,  of  Boston,  Esq.,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife ; 
as  the}',  the  said  William  Taylor,  Peter  Sargent,  and  John  Danforth,  are  the  heirs  and 
esccQtors  of  the  Hon.  William  Stonghton,  late  of  Dorchester,  deceased,  send  greeting : 

^^  thiereas^  The  Grencral  Court  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  the  year 
one,  thousand  six  hundred  and  eight}'-two,  granted  to  said  Joseph  Dudley,  William 
Stoughton,  and  their  associates,  a  certain  tract  of  land  in  the  Kipmuck  country,  eight 
miles  square,,  for  a  township,  as  may  be  seen  more  at  large  by  the  records  of  the 
General  Court,  pursuant  whcreunto,  and  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  the  said  Joseph  Dudley, 
William  Stoughton,  and  their  associates,  in  the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
eighty-six>  brought  over  thirty  families  of  French  Protestants  into  this  country,  and 
settled  them  upon  the  eastern  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  and  reserved,  granted,  and 
set  apart  11,250  acres  for  a  village,  called  Oxford,  for  the  said  families,  and  bounded  it 
as  by  a  pliit  upon  record  will  more  fhlly  appear;  but  forasmuch  as  the  said  French 
families  have,  many  years  nlnce,  wholly  left  and  deserted  their  settlements  in  said 
village,  and  the  said  lands,  as  well  by  their  deserting  the  same^  an^I  refusing  to  return, 
upon  public  proclamation  made  for  that  end,  as  by  the  voluntary  surrender  of  most  of 
them,  are  now  reinvested,  in  and  restored  to  and  become  the  estate  and  at  the  disposi* 
tion  of  the  original  proprietors,  their  heirs  and  successors,  for  the  ends  aforesaid : 
*  ^^And^  whereds^  There  are  sundry  good  families  of  her  Majesty's  subjects  within  this 
Province  who  offer  themselves  to  go  out  and  resettle  the  said  village,  whereby  they  may 
be  serviceable  to  the  Province,  and  the  end  and  design  of  the  original  grant  aforesaid 
be  answered  and  attained : 

^^Now^  knoio  ye^  That  the  said  Joseph  Dudley,  William  Taylor,  Peter  Sargent  and 
Hehetsble  rhis  wife,  John  Nelson,  and  Elizabeth,  his  wife,  and  John  Danforth,  iind 
Elizabeth,  his  wife,  for  and  in  consideration  and  to  the  uses,  and  intents  above 
mentioned — 

a 

/'Have  fully,  freely,  and  absolutely,  and  by  these  presents,  do  give,  grant  and 
cpnflrm  iiuto  Samuel  Ilageburn,  John  Town,  Daniel  Eliot,  Abiel  Lamb,  Joseph  ChaoH 
bcrlain,  Benjamin  Zealand,  Benoni  Twitchel,  Joseph  Rocket,  Benjamin  Chamberlain, 
Jr.,  Oliver  Collcr,  Daniel  Pierson,  Abram  Skinner,  Ebenezex'  Learned,  Thomas  Leason, 
Ebcnezcr  Humphrey,  Jonathan  Tillotson,  Edmund  Taylor,  Ephraim  Town,  Israel 
Town,  AVilliam  Hudson,  Daniel  Eliot,  Jr.,  Nathaniel  Chamberlain,  John  Chandler;  Jr., 
Jdhu^  Chandler,  and  others,  their  associates,  so  as  their  number  amount  to  thirty 
families  at  least,  all  that  part  of  the  said  tract  of  land,  etc.,  etc.,  herein  above 
mentioned ;  Provided,  always^  That  if  any  of  the  persons,  grantees  above  nojned,  or 
any  of  their  associates,  shall  neglect  to  settle  upon  and  improve  the  said  l^qd  with 
themselves  and  families,  by  the  space  of  two  years  next  ensuing,  —  or,  being  settled  \ 
thereon,  shall  leave  and  desert  the  same,  and  not  return  to  their  respective  habitations 
in,  the  said  town,  upon  due  notice  given,-:- th^^t  then  in  such  case,  it  shall  and  may  bo 
lawful  to  and  for  the  rest  of  the  grantees  and  their  associates,  heirs,  or  assigns,  respee* 
tively,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  seize  upon  and  take  the  said  estate,  or  estates  of 
such  person  or  persons  so  deserting.  Excepting  always,  and  reserving  to  Gabriel  "> 
Bembn,  merchant,  the  whole  of  his  right,  grant,  or  purchase  which  made  one  of  tho^^ 
original  proprietors,  as  by  deeil  or  record  thereof  may  appear. 
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^^In  toilness  whereof^  The  parties  above  named  to  these  presents  have  hereunto  Inter* 
changeablv  set  their. hands  and  seals,  the  8th  day  of  July,  in  the  12  3*ear  of  her 
Majesty's  reign,  Anno  Domini,  1718. 

"  (Signed)  J.  Dcdlet, 

William  Tatlob, 
Peter  Sadgent, 
Mehetadle  Sadgekt, 
John  Danforth, 
Klizauetd  Daxfobth, 
John  Nelson, 
ELizADETn  Nelson, 
and  each  a  seal.** 

**  Boston,  July  15, 171S.  —  Received  and  recorded  with  the  Records  of  Deeds  for  the 
county  of  Suffolk,  Book  xxvii.;  p.  174. 

**  Attested :  John  Town,  Per  Aldington  Davenport, 

Clerk  of  Oxford.  Register.*" 

During  the  year  1714,  the  proprietors'  lands  vfere  divided  and  the  head  of 
each  of  the  thirty  families  drew  by  lot  a  tract  of  thirty  acres.  The  represent- 
atives of  these  families  were  Isaac  Learned,  Joshua  Chandler,  Joseph  Chan- 
dler, John  Collcr,  Joshua  \7hitney,  Thomas  Hunkins,  Ebcnczer  Lamb,  afl^^ 
thoso  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  deed,  except  John  Chandler.. 

The  first  voto  recorded  on  tbe  proprietors'  books  is  dated  Sept.  13,  1713* 
which  reads :  "  Voted,  That  Peter  Shumway  shall  come  in  as  an  inhabitant  of 
Oxford  upon  the  right  of  Joshua  Chandler.** 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  on  July  22, 1713,  ^'upon  due  warning  given 
by  warrant  from  John  Chandler,  Esquire,  one  of  her  majesty *d  (good  Quecu 
Anne's)  justices  of  the  peace  for  Suffolk  county,'*  at  which  the  following  offi- 
cers were  chosen  :  Selectmen,  John  Town,  Benoni  Twitchel,  Joseph  Chamber- 
lain ;  clerk,  John  Town ;  constable,  Thomas  Hunkins ;  highway  surveyor, 
Oliver  Coller;  tything-man,  Abiel  Lamb.  The  first  record  on  the  town  book 
after  organization,  w*a8  that  in  reference  to  the  purchase  of  a  law  book,  and  a 
book  for  town  records.  At  a  meeting'  held  on  Nov.  9,  1773,  the  town  voted, 
**that  John  Town,  Samuel  Ilagburn  and  Benjamin  Chamberlain  should  be  a  cooir 
mittce  to  lay  out  a  minister's  lot  and  burying-place.^ 

In  March  of  the  next  year  it  was  voted  "that  each  lot  man  shall  pay  his 
equal  proportion  of  ten  shillings  a  Sabbath  for  a  quarter  of  a  year,  to  Mr. 
John  James  for  his  preaching  with  us.'*  From  this  it  is  inferred*  that  John 
James  was  the  first  minister  in  Oxford  after  the  English  settlement.' 

On  July  29,  1714,  the  town  voted  ^'to  build  a  moeting-housc  thirty  feet 
square,  and  eighteen  feet  stud,  and  to  set  the  house  on  the  west  side  of  ibe 
highwa}%  near  Twitchel's  field.**  This  place  was  a  few  rods  north-west  of  tb^ 
site  of  the  present  edifice  of  the  Congregational  society.  At  the  same  meet* 
ing  it  was  also  Toted  ^  that  every  lot  roan  should  pay  bis  equal  proportion  of 
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labor  for  bailding  the  iDceting-house,  as  the  committee  shall  direct,  or  pay 
two  shillings  and  sixpence  a  day  for  every  day's  neglect,  in  money,  to  the  com- 
mittee.'' This  house  of  worship  was  not  completed  for  several  years.  la 
1715,  Benjamin  Shattuck  was  engaged  to  preach  two  days,  and  received  thirty 
shillings  thei-cfor.  During  the  next  year  the  town  raised  £30  for  the  support 
of  preaching,  and  in  the  same  year  appointed  a  c%ommittce  to  petition  the  (xen- 
eral  Court  for  aid  in  supporting  the  Gospel,  with  what  success  U  unknown. 

In  1718,  the  town  offered  Rev.  John  McKinstry  equal  proprieton^hip  **  with 
the  rest  of  Oxford  village,"  £60  yearly  salary,  a  hundred  acres  of  laud,  and 
**£60  to  be  paid  in  labor  in  building,  breaking  up  the  ground  and  in  fencing." 
This  offer  was  not  accepted. 

In  1720,  the  town,  through  its  selectmen,  applied  to  the  association  of  neigh* 
boring  ministers  for  advice  in  regard  to  John  Campbell,  a  candidate  for  the 
ministry,  then  in  the  employ  of  the  town.  The  reply  of  the  association,  in 
effect,  was  that  Mr.  Campbell  was  '^endbived  with  ministerial  accomplishments, 
and  that  he  would  serve  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  spiritual  edification  of 
souls  in  the  place  where  Divine  Providence  shall  fix  him  in  the  Gos|)el  minis- 
try."' On  July  15,  1720,  a  committee  was  chosen  to  treat  with  Mr.  Campbell, 
and  this  committee  presented  its  report : — 

.^  In  the  name*  of  the  inhabitants  of  t  be  town:  1st.  We  called  the  Rev.  John  Camp- 
bell to  be  oar  minister.  2(U  We  promised  to  the  said  Mr.  Campbell  £00  salary.  Sd. 
That  the  said  Mr.  Campbell  himself,  his  heirs,  and  assigns,  have  freely  given  them  the 
lot  already  laid' oat  for  the  first  minister  of  Oxford,  with  the  rights  thereanto  belong* 
log,  and  one  hundred  acres  joining  the  above,  if  it  can  be  had;  if  not,  where  it  can 
conveniently  be  had.  4th.  That  we  will  give  the  said  Mr.  Campbell,  one  hundred, 
pounds  settlement,  in  work,  as  reasonably  as  others  have  work  for  money  \\i  Oxford ; 
twenty-five  pounds  of  it  to  be  paid  quarterl}',  as  shall  be  diiected'  by  Mr.  Campbell, 
provided  he  shall  be  willing  to  live  and  die  with  naf  in  the  work  of  the  ministry."    ,. 

Mr.  Campbell  accepted  these  proposals  provided  the  inhabitants  bf  Oxford 
continued  '' a  ministerial  people." 

The  church  was  formed  on  Jan.  18, 1721,  and  the  day  was  ot)servcd  ^by 
fasting,  by  prayers,  and  by  sermons."  Mr.  C.iuipbcll  was  ordained  March  1, 
1721,  and  remained  until  his  death  in  17G1.  lie  was  succeeded,  in  17G4,  by 
Joseph  Bowman,  whose  ministry  closed  in  1782.  The  next  pastor  of  the  church 
was  Elias  Dudley ;  and  he  was  followed  by  Josiah  Moultbn.  In  1737,  the  town 
began  the  erection  of  a  new  house  of  worship,  and  although  not  completed 
imtil  1752,  services  were  conducted  in  it  in  1748.  The  cost  of  this  house  was 
£G40  lis.  11  J.,  and  it  stood  on  what  is*  now  called  the  **  Old ,  Common.** 
Josiah  INIoulton's  pastorate  terminated  in  1813.  Previous  to  that  time,  as 
already  shown,  tfcic  affairs  of  the  church  were, -to  a  certain  extent,  guided »by 
the  town,  i\nd  the  support  of  the  Gospel  was  a  '^town  charge,*'  provided  ft)r 
by  the  assessment  of  the  polls  and  estates  of  the  inhabitants.  In  1837,  a  law 
was  passed  separating  church  and  state.     The  town  of  Oxford  aiitiiipated  this 
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law  by  twenty-four  years,  and  after  1813,  ecclesiastical  affairs  were  conducted 
by  those  inimediutcly  interested. 

In  1733,  the  town  voted  to  procure  a  school-mnster,  and,  in  1736,  a  school- 
house  was  built,  fourteen  by  twenty  feet,  with  a  chimney  at  each  end,  and  was 
placed  near  the  meeting-house.  Other  houses  were  provided  in  other  jwrts  of 
the  town,  in  which  one  and  the  same  teacher  tauirht  at  different  times  in  the 
year.  In  1740,  Richard  Rogers  was  employed  as  "  master 'V  by  the  selectmen, 
at  a  salary  of  £00  a  year  **  to  teach  where  he  was  directed  —  four  places,  Xyro 
on  the  north,  and  two  on  the  south  —  a  quarter  of  a  year  in  each  place.**  In 
1751,  the  town  voted  "to  build  a  house  for,  Mr.  Rogers  to  live  in  as  long  as 
he  shall  be  our  school-master;  to  be  placed  on  the  town's  land  near  the  mcQt^ 
inir-house ;  to  be  sixteen  feet  widp,  and  eighteen  feet  long.**  This  house  was 
sold  in  17G2 ;  hence  Mr.  Rogers  served  the  town  as  school-master,  twentj'-two 
years. 

Below  is  the  **  muster-roll  of  a  detachment  of  men  from  Capt.  Edward  Davis's 
company  of  Oxford  of  Col.  Chandler's  regiment  that  marched  on  the  late,  alartn 
for  the  relief  of  Port  William  Henry,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Edward 
Davis  as  their  captain,  who  marched  from  Oxford  to  Sheffield,  being  105  miles 
out,^  Aug.  18,  1758:  — 

^^  Capt.  Edward  Davis,  Lieut.  John  Edwards,  Ensign  Jeremiah  Learned,  SergU 
Jedediali  Barton,  Sergt.  Jos.  Edwards,  Scrgt.  Juhn  Totvn,  Corp.  Phineas  Ward,  Corp. 
Moses  Town,  Alexander  Nichols,  Jacob  Cammings,  Ebenczcr  EiMy,  John  Wiley,  Wil- 
liam Eddy,  Joseph  Phillips,  Jr.,  Israel  Phillips,  Daniel  Fairfield,  John  Dnncan,  Heze- 
kiah  Mcrriam,  Jr.,  Jona.  Phillips,  Silas  Town,  Samuel  Learned,  Ebenezer  Gale,  Jr., 
Joseph  GleasoD,  Samuel  Eddy,  Jr.,  Elisha  Glcason,  Moses Glcason,  Jr.,  Josiah  Googins, 
Josiah  Walcott,  Aaron  Parker,  Edmund  Town,  Joseph  Pratt,  Jesse  Pratt,  Nathan 
Shumwa^',  David  Pralt.' 


» 


These  men  were  all  impressed,  and  the  detachment  was  out  sixteen  days.* 
Muster*roll  of  a  detachment  of  men  from  Capt.  Samuel  Davis's  company, 
Jan.  5,  1759:  — 

**  Capt.  Samuel  Davis,  Capt.  John  Learned,  Sergt.  Elisha  Davis,  Sergt.  John  Nichols^ 
Sergt.  Amos  Shumway,  Sergt.  William  Parker,  Corp.  Jeremiah  Shumway,  Corp.  Jolm 
Davis,  Thomas  Town,  Isaac  Leanied,  Jonas  Coller,  John  Shumway,  William  Nichols, 
John  Barton,  Jonathan  Fuller,  Ichabod  Town,  Joseph  Pratt,  Jr.,  Stephen  Jewett^ 
Joseph  Davis,  Benjamin  Hudson,  John  Mar\in,  Isaac  Town,  Adam  Streeter,"  Artiiur 
Humphrey,  Peter  Shumwa}',  Joseph  Kingsbury,  Jeremiah  Kingsbury,  Roger  Amidowo, 
AbijaU  Harris,  Zcbulon  Stricter,  John  Dana,  Samuel  Manning,  John  Watson,  John 
Robbins,  John  Cobum,  John  Shumway,  Jr.,  William  Comins,  William  Learned,  Joseph 
Wilson,  John  Moore.** 

The  men  of  this  detachment  were  mounted,  add  marched  under  Capt.  D&ris 
to  Springfield,  luid  under  CapU  Learned  to  Sheffield,  and  were  out  'sixteen 
days.! 

>  Haas.  Arch.,  XCY.,:  61&  f  Mast.  Arch.,  XCV^  53& 
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The  following  inhabitants  of  Oxford  were  ^  enlisted  in  (ha  expedition  against 
Crown  Point  in  1750  "* :  — 

*^  Capt.  Samael  Davis,  Capt.  John  Learned,  SergL  Elisha  Davis,  Sergt.  John  Nichols, 
Sergtl  Amos  Shamwa}%  Sergt.  William  Parker,  Corp.  Jeremiah  Shnmway,  Corp.  John 
Davis,  Ebenezcr  Learned,  Elijah  Town,  IlezokiaU  Eddy,  Jonathan  Eddy,  Stephen 
Shumway,  Caleb  Barton,  Jr.,  Joseph  Phillips,  Josiah  Eingsbary,  Joseph  Bacon,  Eben- 
ezcr Davis,  Samael  Manning,  Solomon  Smillodge,  Isaac  Learned,  Jr.,  John  Barnes, 
John  Wiley,  Jr.' 


n 


During  the  Revolution  the  inhabitants  of  Oxford  were  ^  heart  and  hand  with 
the  great  and  common  causo.^  Before  it  was  known  in  Oxford  that  indopen- 
denc6  had  been  declared,  the  town,  in  '*  solemn  conclave,"  voted  ^  with  loud  and 
unanimous  voice  '^  that  the  English  yoke  must  be  forever  cast  oflT,  and  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  its  citizens  were  pledged  to  secure  that  state  of  lil)crty. 

In  the  town  warrant  for  the  May  meeting,  held  on  tbq  17th,  1774,  was  this 
article::  ''To  sec  if  the  town  will  givo  their  represenUitive  any  instruction 
cojiceming  the  making  good  the  daraugo  done  in  destroying  the  tea  in  the 
httrb6r  of  Boston,  and  do  and  act  thereon  as  the  town  shall  think  proper." 
This; article,  however,  was  dismissed  without  action. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  Sept.  29,  1774,  these  resolutions  were  passed  : — 

^*  1st.  Hesolvedy  That,  as  by  the.  late  acts  of  Parliament  we  are  deprived  of  the 
constitutional  laws  of  the  government  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  we  will  endeavor  to  main- 
tain and  keep  peace  and  good  order  in  this  town ;  to  support  and  uphold  all  civil  oflipers 
in  the -execution  of  their  offices,  so  far  as  they  conform  themselves  to  the  charter  rights 
of  this  government,  and  assist  them  duly  to  punish  all  offenders  against  the  same  laws ; 
to  bear  testimony  against  all  riots,  as  well  as  against  any  number  of  men  collecting  in 
.bodies  together  to  hurt  the  person  or  property  of  any  one. 

"  2d.  Resolved^  That  we  ever  have  been  and  will  be,  true  and  loyal  subjects  of  our 
most  graqious  Sovereign,  George  III.,  King  of  Great  Britain,  so  long  as  we  are  pei^- 
mltted  the  free  esceution  of  our  charter  rights.     - 

^^  Sd.  JResolvedy  That,  considering  the  present  alarming  and  distressed  circumstances 
of  this  ))rovince,  it  is  highly  necessary  for  ^e  military  officers  of  this  town  to  resign 
their  commissions,  and,  therefore,  do  advise  the  said  officers  to  resign  accprdingly';  ami 
that  the  soldiery,  as  soon  as  ma}'  be,  to  elect  the  same  officers  to  take  the  opmmaiid  of 
the  different  companies  in  this  town,  if  they  will  accept,  and  the  major  part  of  the  sol- 
diery shall  elect  tbem ;  and  if  any  refuse  to  serVe,  then  to  choose  others, -experienced  in 
the  arts  of  war,  in  their  stead." 

At  the  ^amo  meeting  Dr.  Alexander  Campbell  and  Capt.  Ebeuczer  Learned 
were  cbosen  to  attciul  the  Provincial  Cohgress,  to  bo  held  in  Concord;  and  it 
was  voted  that  "  the  foreg»>ing  resolves  were  passed,  with  no  other  aim  or  view 
tban.to  keep  peace  and  order  in  this  town,  until  wo  can  hear  of  some  measures 
taken  by  the.  Continental  Congress,  now  sitting  at  Philadelphia,  to  which  we 
mean  strictly  to  adhere.'* . 

Tbe^  Continental  Congress,  then  in  session,  published  a  ^  Bill  of  Rights,"  and 
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submitted  it  to  the  people,  and  the  people,  especially  with  respect  to  the  ^Non- 
Importation  Compact,"  agreed  not  to  import  or  use  any  British  goods  after 
Dec.  1»  1774;  and  in  Oxford,  as  elsewhere,  a  coramiltce  was  appointed  to  see 
that  the  agreement  was  kept.  The  town  voted  **  that  the  province  tax  then  in 
the  hands  of  the  constable  he  paid  into  the  town  treasnry  and  there  remain  until 
further  orders;  and  if  the  constable  bo  put  to  any  cost  for  withholding  the 
money  from  the  province  treasnry,  the  town  will  pay  the  cost.** 

At  a  meeting  held  on  July  8,  1776,  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
but  before  that  eveqt  was  known  in  Oxford,  this  vote  passed :  — 

**'  Voted:  To  advise  our  representative  in  the  General  Court,  that  if  the  honorable 
Congress  should,  for  the  safety  of  the  Colonies,  declare  themselves  independent  of  Great 
Britain,  to  concur  therewith ;  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  do  solemnly  engage,, 
with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  to  sustain  the  measure." 

In  1777  it  was  voted  ^  to  add  to  the  bounty  offered  by  the  American  CSongress 
and  this  State,  the  sum  of  £14  to  each  man  who  shall  enlist  in  the  town  as  a 
private  soldier  for  three  years  or  during  the  war,  before  any  draft  be  made.** 
Also  at  the  same  meeting  the  town  voted  *^  to  raise  £1,000  to  be  assessed  on  tho- 
polls  and  real  estate  in  the  town  to  complete  the  quota  of  soldiers  now  sent  for 
to  reinforce  the  Continental  army."  In  the  same  j^ear  Daniel  Griffith  was 
chosen  ''to  carry  the  evidence  of  those  that  may  be  proceeded  with  as  bein^ 
inimical  to  the  United  States  of  America,  to  the  Ck>urt  as  by  law  directed^" 

In  1778  tho  town  provided  5,760  pounds  of  the  beef  for  the  army,  and  in 
the  same  year  voted  concurrence  with  the  Articles  of  Confederation  proposed 
by  the  American  Congress ;  and  at  the  same  meeting  voted  to  pay  £800  into 
the  State  treasury. 

In  August,  ^779,  Ebenezer  Learned  and  Ezra  Bowman  were  chosen  dele- 
gates to  the  State  Convention,  held  at  Cambridge,  for  a  purpose  of  forming  a 
Constitution  of  government  for  the  State. 

At  the  first  election  of  State  officers,  in  September,  1780,  Oxford  gave 
twenty-one  votes  for  John  Hancock  for  governor. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  inhabitants  of  Oxford,  who  served  in  the  ^army 
of  the  Revolution *: — 

Gen.  Ebenezer  Learned,  Capt.  William  Moore,  Capt.  John  Nichols,  Lieut.  Benjamin 
Vassall,  Lieut.  Ebenezer  Humphrey,  Lieut.  Jacob  Town,  Jason  Collier,  David  Lamb, 
Frost  Rockwood,  Ebenezer  Pray,  William  Simpson,  George  Alvcrson,  Caleb  Barton^ 
John  Learned,  David  Town,  Allen  Hancock,  Peter  Shumwaj,Abijah  Kingsbury,  Joseph 
Hurd,  James  Merriam,  Elisha  Blanilen,  Francis  Blanden,  Jonas  Blanden,  S3ivann8 
Learned,  Arthur  Doggett,  Elisha  Ward,  David  Stone,  Ebenezer  Robbins,  — —  Sewall, 
Sylvester  Town,  Levi  Davis,  Elijah  Learned,  Sylvanus  Learned,  Richard  Cobum, 
Jacob  Learned,  Silas  Eddy,  Solomon  Cook,  Elijah  Kingsbury,  Ezekiel  Collier. 

In  October,  1799,  during  the  administration  of  Pres.  John  Adams,  a  detach- 
ment of  the  United  States  army,  called  **  Adams*  army,**  consisting  of  four 


178  TOWN  OF  OXPOED. 

regiments  of  iDfantiyt  under  the  command  of  Col.  Nathan  Rice,  son  of  Caleb 
Sice,  the  first  settled  minister  in  Sturbridgc,  was  stationed  in  Oxford,  on  the 
bill,  west  of  the  plain,  or  Viilage  Street.  The  officers  of  this  army  had  their 
headquarters  at  "*  Butlcr*s  Tavern,'*  standing  opposite  the  old  common,  and  the 
•*  money  coflfer  **  used  hy  them  is  still  preserved  and  may  be  seen. 

**  Butler's  Tavern,"  or  the  building  thus  named,  was  built,  it  is  belierod, 
before  1778,  and  to-day  it  is  covered  by  the  same  shaved  clap-boards,  held  by 
the  same  hand-wrouglit  nails  that  were  attached  to  it  at  the  time  of  its  erection. 
On  the  turnpike  between  Worcester  and  Norwich,  it  was  in  its  day  a  Aoted 
resort  and  stage  station,  and,  it  is  said,  that  the  amount  of  rum  sold  at  this 
pluce  in  a  day,  would  float  one  of  his  majesty's  ships.  Indeed,  throughout  the 
town,  at  this  time  and  afterward,  the  inhabitants,  it  is  also  said,  ** drank  too 
much."  The  ** bar-room"  of  this  tavern  is  unchanged,  although  the  bar  is  not 
there.  In  this  room  was  the  first  store  in  Oxford,  kept  hy  Andrew  Sigourney 
and  James  Butler.  A  partition  was  erected  in  one  comer  enclosing  a  place 
about  six  feet  long  and  four  feet  wide.  In  this  space  were  kept  and  sold  bnt- 
touA,  shoe  and  knee  buckles,  and  tobacco.  Molasses  and  codfish  were  stored 
in  ttM)  cellar.'  In  this  room  also  was  held,  for  several  years,  a  trial  justice 
eourt,  by  Jasjx^r  Brown,  the  present  owner  and  occupant. 

As' already  given,  church  and  town  were  distinct  institutions  in  1813  and 
thereafter. 

In  1623,  the  Congregational  Society  was  reorganized  u nder  an  act  of  the  Legis- 
lature relating  to  freedom  in  public  worship ;  the  present  house  of  worship  was 
erected  in  1829,  and,  in  1857,  was  transferred  from  the  original  proprietors ' to 
the  society.  Pastors:— John  Campbell,  ordained  on  March  I,  1721',' died  ifn 
17G1;  rfo$»cph  Bowman,  installed  on  Nov.  14,  17C4,  dismissed  on  Aug;  23, 
1782 ;  Etias  Dudley,  ordained  on  April  13, 1791,  dismissed  on  March  iS,  1799 ; 
Josiah  Moulton,  ordained  on  ]March  26,  1805,  dismissed  on  April  G,  1813 ; 
David  Ratchcller,  installed  on  Feb.  13,  1816,  died  in  1822;  Ebenezcr  Newhull, 
ordained  on  Dec.  17,  1823,  dismissed  on  June  19,  1832:  Loren  Robbins, 
ordained  on  Dec.  26,  1832,  dismissed  on  June  8,  1836;  Horatio  Bardwell, 
installed  on  June  8,  1836,  dismi?«sed  on  June  8,  1864;  Samuel  J.  Austin, 
installed  on  Jiino  8,  1864.  dismissed  on  Nov.  9,  1868 ;  Thomas  E.  Babb, 
installed  on  Sci>t.  20,  1871,  dismissed  on  May  1,1877;  Amzi  6.  Emmons-, 
the.  present  pastor,  was  installed  on  Oct.  16,  1878.  The  pi^esent  membeiis 
number  185,  and  the  total  membership  is  945. 

The  Universalist  Society  in  this  town  had  its  origin  in  the  year  1777.  Fi-Om 
.that  time  until  1785,  persons  of  this  faith  secured  "occasional  preachers," 
among  whom  were  Caleb  Rich  and  Adam  Strceter.  On  April  27,  1785,  the 
society  was  organized,  and  Adam  Strdeter  engaged  tis  pastor. 

Tht>  ecclesiastical  body  formerly  known  as  the  **  General  Convention  of  Unt- 
•versalists  of  the  New  England  States  and  Others,"  but  ivow  called  "The  United 
rStates  Convention  of  Spiritualists,*'  originated  in  the  Oxford  Church.     Tlie 
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^wiety  built  a  house  of  worship  in  1791.  There  were  no  regular  services 
Ijctwccn  1797  and  1801,  although  Ilosea  Ballon  and  Edward  Turner  serveil  the 
soeicly  occasionally,  during  that  lime.  Pasters: — John  Nichols,  1811-12; 
Richard  Carrlque,  1813;  Lyman  Maynard,  1828-30;  Seth  Chandler,  1832-4; 
Gilman  Noyes,  1839^40;  Alvin  Abbott,  1841;  Alfred  Barnes,  1844;  R.  M. 
Byram,  1846;  Jacob  Baker,  1849;  Albert  Tyler,  1852;  II.  Closson,  1854; 
O.  II.  Tillotson,  1856-7 ;  George  Proctor,  1858. 

The  history  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Oxford,  begins  in  the 
year  1835,  in  the  winter  of  which  the  first  sermon  by  a  Methodist  minister 
was  preached  by  Joseph  Ellis.  Subsequently,  in  the  same  year,  Benjamin 
Paine,,  then  stationed  in  Xorthbridge,  began  to  hold  regular  services'  in  the 
Unitorsalist  house  of  worship.  In  1836,  at  the  New  England  Conference, 
Benjamin  Paine  was  appointed  pastor  of  the  church  in  Oxford.  The  first 
house  of  worship  was  built  in  1840  and  '41 ;  the  present  edi6ce  was  erected  m 
18G7  and  '68.  A  parsonage  was  bought  in  1844,  and  in  1846  the  present  ono 
came  into  the  possession  of  the  society.     The  membership  is  155. 

Benjamin  Paine,  the  first  pastor,  was  succeeded  by  Thomas  W.  Tucker,  1837— 
8;  Lyman  Boyden,  183:9;  William  R.  Stone,  1840;  Freeman  Nutting,  1841; 
Horace  Moulton,  1842;  C.  C.  Burr.  1843  :  N.  S.  Spaulding,  1844;  Charles AV. 
Ainsworth,  1845 ;  Amos  Walton,  1846-7;  J.  S.  J.  Gridley,  1848;  A.  A. 
Cook,  1849;  D.  Y.  Kilgore,  1850;  C.  L.  McCurdy,  1851;  William  A.  Bra^ 
man,  1852-3;  MoseJy  Dwight,  1854;  Burtis  Judd,  1855-6 ;  William  Gortfon, 
1857  ;  Daniel  Wait,  1858-60 ;  Jonas  M.  Clark,  1861 ;  George  Prentice,  1862 ; 
Thomas  Marcy,  1863-4 ;  D.  E.  Chapin,  1865-7  ;  I.  S.  Cushman,  1868  ;  Daniel 
Wait,.  1769-71;  Franklin  Furber,  1872;  L  B.  Bigelow,  1873-4 ;.F,  T, 
.George,  1875-6;  O.  W.  Adams,  1877-8;  Charles  W.  Wilder,  1879. 

The  Baptist  Society  was  organized  in  North  Oxford,  on  March  2D,  1837, 
when  a  constitution  was  adopted  and  signed  by  twenty-seven  members.  On 
May  10,  1837,  an  ecclesiastical  cotmcil  called  for  the  pui*pose,  recognised  the 
new  church  OS  the  North  Oxford  Baptist  Church.  The  house  of  worship  was 
erected  in  1836  and  '37,  and  deeded  to  the  deacons  of  the  church  in  trust  for- 
ever. Pastors:— A.  Smith  Lyon,  1838-47;  Solomon  Gale,  1847-9;  J.  N. 
Hobart,  1849-52;  Josejih  Hodges,  1852-5;  J.  E.  Wood,  1855-7;  C.  M. 
Herring,  1857^9;  Thomas  Chapman,. two  years;  Joseph  Smith  four  yenrrs; 
W.  II.  Shedd,  J.  W.Xalhrop,  each  three  years ;  Oliver  Ayer,  present  pastor: 

The  Episcopal  church  in  Oxford  was  organized  on  May  10,  1864,  although 
services  were  held  in  1863  in  Sanford  Hall.  The  church  edifice,  the  most 
attractive  building  in  Oxford,  and  a  fine  specimen  of  Gothic  architecture,  wm 
erected  in  1864,  chiefly  through  the  liberality  of  Mr.  George  Hodges.  The 
first  rector  was  W.  F.  Lloyd,  who  served  from  Oct.  11, 1863,  to  July  1, 1867» 
and,  in  October  of  the  same  year,  was  succeeded  by  W.  H.  Brooks,  D.D., 
who  continued  in  office  till  Oct.  1,  1869,  since  when  there  has  been  no  rector, 
nor  stated  service.    St.  Roch's  Catholie  church  was  built  in  1856. 
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CHAPTER  ni- 

OXFORD  TO -DAT,  ITS  TERRITORT  AXD  FHT8ICAL  FEATURES — ORIGIN  AXD 
GROWTH  OF  MAXUFACTURfXG  VILLAGES  —  FCIBLIC  DCSTITUTIOXS  —  TUE  CIVIL 
WAR  —  BIOORAPUICAL  SKETCHES. 

The  town  of  Oxford  lies  in  tbo  soiitbcm  part  of  the  county ,  eleven  miles 
from  Worcester  and  fifty  from  Boston..  Auburn  and  a  part  of  Leicester  ndjciin 
on  the  north,  Charlton  and  a  part  of  Dudley  on  the  west,  Webster  and  Douglas 
on  the  south,  and  Sutton  and  a  corner  of  Millbury  on  the  east. 

According  to  the  survey  of  the  territory  of  Oxford  in  1G83,  the  township 
included  41,2*45  acres.  In  1732  *^ Oxford  South  Gore*' was  annexed,  and  in 
1735  a  tract  on  the  southern  border,  known  a9  the  farm  of  Paul  Dudley,  was 
added,  both,  additions  increasing  the  area  to  nearly  45,000  acres.  Apart  of 
Sutton  waai  annexed  in  1793,  another  part  of  the  South  Gore  in  1807,  a  pnrt  of 
Chiirlton  in  1809,  and  the  North  Gore  in  1838.  In  1754  all  of  the  oriinnal 
grant  lying  one  mile  west  of  the  village  lino  was  set  off  to  form  tbo  town  of 
Charlton,  and  in  1778  t!io  town  of  Ward,  now  Auburn,  acquii-ed  al>out  a  third 
of  its  territory  from  that  of  Oxford.  The  whole  area  in  1794  was  17^33n|> 
acres.  In  1B32  tbo  southern  part  of  Oxford  was  taken  to  form,  with  a  part  o(; 
Dudliey,  the  town  of  Webbter. 

The  physical  outline  of  tbo  town  is  irregular  and  undulating.  The  soil  is, 
light,  but  generally  productive.  Bondct*^  Hill,  a  high,  round-top  hill,  on  th^ 
south-east.  Long  Hill,  also  culled  Federal  Ilill,  on  the  north-east.  Prospect 
Hill,' on  the  north,  extending  into  Auburn,  and  Mayo's  or  Fort  Hill,  on  the, 
east,  Mount  Pleasant  in  tbo  north-west,  are  the  chief  elevations,  although  every 
hill  and  hpllow,  in  conscr|uouco  of  the  town's  peculiar- history,  has  a  name. 
The  Maanexit  [French]  Siver,  tbo  principal  stream,  rises  in  Leicester  and 
Spencer,  crosses  the  northern  lK>undary,  and  flows  southerly  through  the 
western  part  of  the  town,  furnishing  :ppwer  for  various  manufactories  es.tai>- 
lished  on  its  course. 

The  commercial  centre  of  tbo  place,  which  is  one  mile  south  of  its  territorial 
cernfre,  is  situated  on  an  extensive  plain  c(illed  Oxford  Plain.  Oxford  Village 
is  divided,  north  and  south,  by  a  broad  or  '*  eight-rod  highway,"  as.  it  was 
called  in  the  early  history  of  the  town.  Thi^  street  is  a  feature  of  particular 
interest  and  beauty.  It  is  about  a  milo  in  length,  and  throughout  tbo  whole, 
distance  retains  nearly  Its  original  width  —  eight  rods.  On  this  shaded  and 
well-kept  thoroughfare  arc  four  church  edifices,  a  bank,  Memorial  Hull,  po^jt* 
office,  stores  and  many  handsome  residences.  Nearly  midway  of  the  main 
avenue  another  broad  street  extends  east  and  west,  on  which  are  various 
mercantile  establishments  and  the  railway  station. 

At  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  Oxford  the  place  now  called  the  !^pid  Com- 
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mon,**  a  mile  north  of  Oxford  Village,  was  designed  for  and  was  for  many  years 
the  centre ;  but  the  natural  advantages  of  the  plain,  the  fact  that  two  great' 
thoroujihfarcs  intersected  at  the  present  centre,  and  that  the  station  of  tho 
Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad,  opened  to  Oxford  in  1838,  was  placed  here, 
caused  the  abandonment  of  the** Old  Common,"  although  town  affairs  were 
transacted  there  until  1873. 

In  18G0  the  leading  industry,  aside  from  agriculture  and  the  mai^pfacture  of 
textHc  fabrics,  was  that  of  shoe-making.  The  war  and  other  causes  led-  to  its 
decline.  This  occupation  is  still  followed,  biit  the  capital  employed  and  the 
amount  produced  is  comparatively  small.  L.  B.  Corbin  &  Co.  employ 
fortj'-five  workmen,  and  produce  shoes  to  the  value  of  $80,000  per  year.  A. 
L.  Joslin  &  Co.  employ  one  hundred  and  forty  workmen,  and  the  value  of 
shoes  made  by  this  firm  is  $140,000  per  year. 

The  Oxford  Bank  was  incorporated  as  a  bank  of  discount  and  deposit,  with  a 
capital  of  $100,000,  on  Feb.  8,  1823.  On  March  13  of  the  same  year.organi? 
zsition  was  effected,  at  a  meeting' held  in  Eichard  01ney*s  inn.  Until  1856  the 
affairs  of  tho  bank  Were  conducted  in  a  dwelling-house  owned  by  tho  bank,  in 
which  lived  Sumner  B^istow,  the  first  cashier ;  afler  that  time  in  the  present 
building,  erected  solely  for  banking  purposes.  It  was  changed  from  a  State  to 
a  national  bank  on  January  2,  18G5.  First  board  of  directors :  Jonathan 
Davis,  Richard  Olndy,  Andrew  W.  Porter,  Daniel  Touilellot,  Nathan  Hnrdf 
Aaron  Tufts,  Jeremiah  Kingsbury,  Henry  Sargent,  Joseph  Thayer.  Presi- 
dents were  elected  in  this  order:  Jonathan  Davis,  1823  ;  Richard  Olney, .1833; 
Aaron  Tufts,  1836;  Alexander  DeWitt,  1843;  John  Wetherell,  1848;  John 
Jewett,  1849;  Emory  Sanford,  1857;  Charles  A.  Angell,  1864;  Samuel  C. 
Paine,  1873.  Cashiers:  Sumner  Bastow,  1823;  Alvan  G.  Underwood,  1845; 
Wilson  Olney,  1855 ;  C.  A.  Angell,  1873. 

Oxford  became  a  post-town  in  1801,  and  the  following  have  been  post* 
masters:  Samuel  Campbell,  Archibald  Campbell,  William  Sigourney,  James 
G.  Scott,  Willard  Benson,  Emory  Sanford,  William  E.  Pease. 

Tho  largest  and  best  public  building  is  Memorial  Hall,  erected  at  ^  cost  of 
$25,000,  in  1873.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  sandstone,  in  a  conventional  style  of 
architecture,  with  porch  and  tower.  In  the  upper  part  is  a  hall  with  seating 
capacity  of'  eight  hundred ;  in  the  lower  are  o£5ces  for  town  officials  and  the 
public  library. 

In'  1868  the  Hon.  Iral^Ioore  Barton  gave,  in  his  will,  one  thousand  dollars, 
to  found  a  public  library.  The  gift  was  accepted  on  April  6,  1868,  and  the 
library  established  in  1870.  It  contains  2,300  volumes,  and  is  supported  by 
town  grants. 

To  the  circulating  library  was  added,  in  1877,  through  the  liberftlity  of 
George  L.  Davis,  Eisq.,  of  North  Andover,  a  reference  department,  at  an. 
expense  of  $500. 

The  town  has  twdve  schools  —  eight  primary  or  mixed,  three  grammar  and 
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one  high— -under  the  control  of  a  committee  of  three.  Four  thousand  dollan 
irere  appropriated  for  schools  in  187d.  The  school  children  number  abiittt 
five  hundred* 

Early  in  the  history  of  the  town  many  of  the  present  mill-sites  and  water- 
privilege^  were  occupied ,  and  consequent  upon  their  improvement  villages 
sprung  up  on  the  different  water-courses.  East  of  Oxford  Plain,  on  the  oailct 
of  Slater's  Besorvoir,  called  Mill  Brook,  a  small  stream  flowing  wcsterljTt 
was,  formerly',  a  scythe-mill,  owned  by  David  Lilley.  Below,  on  the  same 
brook,  was  a  uaAl-mill,  operated  before  and  after  1808  by  Sufus  Moore,  where 
nails  without  heads  were  made  by  hand.  On  Mill  Brook,  also  further  west, 
was  a  gri^t-mill,  now  owned  niul  operated  by  Ebenezer  Bich;  and,  at  the 

.  southern  limit  of  the  i)lain,  Thomas  Davis  built  on  the  ^Old  Mill  Phicey^as 
the  site  of  the  old  Huguenot  Mill  is  called,  a  fulling  and  cloth-6nishing  mill. 

*  The  two  first  named  privileges  are  not  now  occupied ;  the  latter  has  been  vari* 
ously  improved  to  the  present  time,  the  last  manufacture  \ye\ng  that  of  twine. 
In.  the  western  part  of  the  t()wn,  two  miles  from  Oxford  Village,  near  the 

.  Charlton  line,  on  Little  Giver,  is  Buffumsvillo.  The  land  in  and  surrounding 
this  village  was  formerly  owned  by  John  Nichols,  who  died  in  the  year  1800, 
when  the  property  was  divided  among  bis  heirs.  Jonathan  and  Alexander 
.X^chols  came  into  the  possession  of  about  ninety  acres  and  the  privilege  on 
Little  Biver.  In  about  the  year  1S12  they  built  a  dam  and  saw-mill,  the  latter 
oi;i  the  north  side  of  the  river.  In  15  IS  a  grist-mill  was  built  on  the  same  side  of 
the  river,  and  about  that  time  blacksipilh  shops  were  erected  on  the  opposite  side 
and  supplied  with  two  trip-hammers,  a  grindstone  and  throe  pairs  of  bellows  ;iu 
Tvhich  shops  scylhes  were  made,  and  afterwards  axes  and  hoes.  Either  Sj'lvanua 
Pratt  or  .William  Smith  was  the  first  to  lease  the  blacksmith  works.  After- 
wards JoabMaynard  was  the  lessee.  Scythes  were  made  at  this  place  from 
1818  to  1824.  In  1823  Stearns  Witt  purchased  the  privilege  and  twenty-nine 
acres  of  land  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  for  himself  and  three  brothers,  Ilollis, 
Archibald  and  Alexander.  They  sold  to  James  Farwcll,  in  1824,  one-third  of 
the  privilege,  four  acres  of  laud  and  the  blacksmithing  establishment.  Farwell 
was  in  possession  unlil  about  lb30,  when  his  interest  reverted  to  the  Witts. 
Jn '  1825  the  latter  erected  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  a  buildin<?  for  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  thread,  under  the  firm  name  of  ^Stearns  Witt  & 
Brothers."  Afterwards  this  name  was  changed  by  authority  to  DeWitt.  T'ho 
thread-mill  contained  six  hundred  spindles. 

In  1830  Waters  &  Davis  succeeded  Farwell  in  the  iron  works,  and  continued 
it  two  years.  Their  successors  were  Putnam,  Taylor  &  Co.,  who  remained 
about  two  years.  The  Hunt  Brothers  came  next,  and  made  axes.  The  black- 
smith shops  were  soon  after  removed,  and  working  in  iron  and  steel  was  uo 
)ong<^r  an  industry  in  the  village.  In  1832  or.  1833  Samuel  Dowse  and 
Franklin  Campbell  bought  an  interest  in  the  thread  tnanufacture,  and  the  firm 
name  became  S.  DeWitt,  Brothers  &  Co.,  and  in    the  year  following  S. 
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DcWitt,  Brothers  &  Co.  &  Harrison.  In  lc<37  Elias  B.  Crawford  bccamo  a 
partner  in  tho  firm.  THb  mill  was  burnt  in  J. 84 2,  and  diiriiig  tbo  samo  year 
Crawford  bought  the  property,  and  in  the  year  following  began  the  erection  of 
tbo  building,  now  standing,  to  continue  the  manufacture  of  thread.  When 
nearly  completed,  in  1847,  tho  mill  was  sold  to  Charles  L.  Harding,  who  put 
in  woolen  mnchinory,  and  began  the  manufacture  of  broadcloths  and  doeskins. 
In  1852  Harding  sold  to  Moses  Buifum  and  Edward  Thayer,  who,  under  tho  firm- 
iiame  of  BufTum  &  Thayer,  continued  the  manufacture  of  broadcloths  and  doe- 
skins. In  1855  Buffum  became  sole  owner,  and  continued  the  business  until 
18G3,  when  a  son,  M.  IJ.  BuflTuni,  was  admitted  to  the  tirm,  and  in  18G8  another 
son,  C.  H.  BnlTura.  M.  Buffum  &  Sons  were  proprietors  until  the  death,  in  1874, 
of  Moses  ^uffum,  when  the  sons  came  into  possession  of  the  mill  and  village 
property,  and  are  tho  present  manufacturers  and  owners.  The  present  mill 
was  enlarged!  and  improved  in  1872,  and  now  contains  four  sets  of  machinery. 
Sixty  o[)eratives  are  emploj'ed,  and  the  j^roduct  per  mouth  is  fifteen  thousand 
yards  of  fancy  cassimeres. 

East  of  Buffumsville,  and  one  mile  west  of  Oxford  Centre  is  Hodges  Village, 
owned,  and  the  mill  operated  by  Mr.  George  Hodges,  and  situated  on. the  bank 
of  the  Maanexit  and  its  l>asin,  called  Angutteback  Pond.  The  village  property 
includes  about  three  hundred  acres.  The  village  proper,  owing  to  the  eht.er- 
priso  and  public  spirit  of  the  owner,  has  been  so  improved  that  it  is  one  of  the 
more  attractive  outlying  settlements.  The  mill-privilege  at  this  place  was  im- 
])roved  many  years  ago.  Ephraim  Ballard  was  an  owner  here  at  one  time. 
John  Nichols  owned  and  operated  a  grist-mill  until  al)out  the  year  1800,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  David  Nichols,  who  continued  to  work  tho  grist- 
mill, and  added  a  wool-carding  fartory.  On  Jan.  20,  182G,  Pavid  Nichols 
sold  to  the  Oxford  Woolen  Company,  which  consisted  of  Sylvanus  Ilolbrook  of 
Northbridge,  Lyman  TifTanj'  of  Boston,  and  Steams  DcWitt,  Samuel  Dowse, 
and  Kichard  OIncy  of  Oxford.  The  operations  of  the  Oxford  Woolen  Company 
were  attended  with  great  prosperity  for  eight  years.  Its  broadcloths  and 
mixed  goods  acquired  a  high  reputation  throughout  the  country.  ChaOges  in 
the  management,  tho  '^hard  times"  of  1837,  and  other  causes,  led  to  tbo 
downfill  of  this  company,  and  on  Feb.  2,  1846,  it  sold  its  property  and  privi- 
k»ges  to  the  jiresent  owner.  Sixty  operatives  are  now  employed  in  the  manu- 
facture of  flannel,  of  which  fifty  thousand  ^^ards  a  month  are  produced. 

Soon  after  tho  English  settlement  small  mills  were  built  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town,  since  called  North  Oxford,  on  the  banks  of  tho  Maanexit.*  Pre- 
vious to  1728,  Col.  El>enezcr  Learned,  father  of  Gen.  Learned,  built,  on  the 
site  of  the  present  Huguenot  Mills,  a  dam  and  grist-mill,  which  remained  in  bis 
lM>sscssion  mitil  bis  death  in  1772.    The  privilege  was  then  owned  by  Capt. 

*  The  foUowirig  facts  relating  to  tbe  North  Oxford  miUa  were  famished  by  Mita  M.  £.  Stone, 
and  were  prepa*^  with  a  view  to  pnblicalion  by  her  lather,  Lieut  Joseph  Stone,  and  CymaLamb^ 
Esq.,  both  doco  laed. 
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Jcromtuh  Lcarneil,  son  of  tbo  above,  and  at  bis  death  in  1812,  the  proper:/ 
passed  into  the  hands  of  his  sons.  In  1829,  Stephen  Burton,  Jr.,  was  in  pos- 
session, nsed  the  saw-mill,  and  in  1834  added  a  grist-miil.  This  was  concerted 
into  a  satinet-mill  in  1837,  and  leased  to  Holbrook  and  Paul  Parsons.  On 
Slarch  17,  IB39,  the  mill  was  burned;  rebuilt  of  wood  for  a  cotton-factory, 
ond  leased  to  Boyal  Chapin  and  Orsumns  Taft.^It  was  burned  a  second  timo  in 
March,  1852,  and  rebuilt  of  stone  during  the  same  ycnr,  and  is  now  standing* 
The  woolen-mill  on  the  same  privilcgo  was  built  in  1848,  burned  in  January, 
1850,  and  rebuilt  in  1858.  Stephen  Barton,  Jr.,  sold  this  mill  to  II.  D.  Stone, 
and  the  \s4ieT  to  Chambeilin,  McGaw  &  Co.  Buiroiigh  &  Bartlott  were  the 
next  owners  of  both  mills,  and  they  were  succeeded  by  O.  F.  Chase  &  Co.,  the 
present  pn)priotors.    The  two  mills  contain  twelve  sets  of  machinery. 

Above  the  Huguenot  Mills  and  villngc,an  eighth  of  a  mile,  is  Pbosnix  village 
and  the  Sigourney  Mill.  In  1794  a  dam  and  grist-mill  were  built  by  Aaron 
Sibley,  who  retained  possession  (ill  his  death  in  1812.  Joseph  Stone  wsis  the 
next  owner,  rebuilt  the  grist-mill,  and  put  in  curding  machinery  and  country 
clothiers'  works,  which  he  operated  till  1821.  The  stones  employed  in 
the  grist-mill,  were  those  used  in  the  wind  gridt-mill  on  Prospect  Hill  in  Auburn. 
Jhi^  mill  was  sold,  in  1831  to  Edward  Denny,  who  manufactured  satinets.  In 
1838  a  cotikon-factory  was  built  on  this  bite,  burned  in  May,  1852,  and  the 
present  mill  built  during  the  same  year.  W.  A.  Fisher  became  owner  in  1843, 
and  built  the  stone  factory  which  was  used  for  a  twihe-mill,  afterward  for 
weaving  cotton  cloth,  and  now  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton-warps ;  six  thou- 
sand spindles  are  in  use.  O.  F.  Chase  &  Co.  were  W.  A.  Fisher^s  successors 
in  the  ownersbij)  of  this  mill,  and  still  retain  it. 

The  next  village  above  Phoenix  is  Rockdale.  A  dam  and  cotton- factory  werd 
built  there  in  1814  by  the  '^Oxford  Manufacturing  Company,"  and  used  for  thft 
manufacture  of  cotton  yarn.  In  1816  it  wa^  bought  by  the  Elliot  Brothers,  who 
sold  to  Asa  Cutler,  Calvin  Leffinsrwoll  and  CharlcH  Preston  in  1825,  when 
weaving  was  begun.  This  mill  was  owned  in  1828  by  Willard  Arnuld,  and 
afterwards  by  Samuel  C Damon  till  1851 ;  burned  in  1853,  and  the  machine^ 
shop  moved  on  to  its  site,  and  used  as  a  twine-mill  by  W.  A.  Fisher.  O:  F/ 
Chase  &  Co.  are  the  present  owners. 

Above  Rockdale  Mill  is  what  is  called  ** Protection  Mill,'*  built  on  the  site  of 
a  saw-n^ill  owned  and  operated  by  Gen.  Ebenezer  Learned  till  his  death  in* 
1802.  Thomas  Parker  was  the  next  owner,  and  held  the  properly  till  1312^ 
when  Sylvanus , Pratt  bought  the  privilege,  and  ad  Jed  a  trip-hammer.  In  1813 
Abijah  ^bbott  and  Jonathan  Rice  were  in  possessi«m ;  and  in  1831  Asa  Cutler 
and  Joseph  Stafford  bought  and  began  the  erection  of  a  stone  factory  for  the  • 
manufacture  of  cotton  cloth,  and  to  that  end  operated  till  1839.  Stafford  then 
disposed  of  his  interest  to  George  Torrey,  and  Torrcy  afterward  sold  to  Moics 
&  Wilmarth.  Cutler,  Rogers  &  Co.  was  the  tirm-nanic  until  1859,  whbn  it 
became  Rogers  &  Wilmarth,  and  later  Rhodes  &  Wilmarth.     John  Rhodes  of  ^ 
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Millbury  is  the  present  owner  and  operator.  The  stone  factory  erected  in  1831 
was.Iuirnod  in  1839,  and  iaimcdiatclj'  rebuilt.  In  1870  iiro  again  destroyed  tho 
mill,  and  in  1871  tho  present  stone  structure  was  built.  Thirty  o[)erativcs  are 
employed,  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  of  colton-warp  produced  a  month. 

North  (.f  the  Protection  Mill  is  what  is  called  "Lamb's  pfiviloge,^  owned  by 
Cvrus  Lamb,  and  in  use  since  1733.  A  srrist-mill  and  malt-works  were  hete 
until  1813,  when  chair-making  occupied  tho  attention  of  tho  lessee,  Stophpn 
Alwood.  Cyrus  Lamb  was  owner  until  his  death  in  1815.  Tho  mill  was 
burned  in  1832,  and  never  rebuilt. 

It  was  one  of  tho  earliest  built  grist-mills  in  town,  the  first  being  Elliot's,  at 
tho  south  end  of  tho  plain,  built  in  1715.  Thomas  Davis  erected  ono  at  the 
site  of  tho  present  Kich's  mill  about  1750,  and  another  was  built  as  early,  it  is 
believed,  at  the  present  Hodges  Village  by  Mr.  Ballard. 

Still  farthci*  north,  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  tho  Lamb  property,  is  the 
privilege  formerly  owned  by  tho  heirs  of  Abibha  Learned.  In  1803  a  dam  and 
saw-mill  were  built  by  Sylvanus  Learned,  sold  to  Abishu  Learned  in  1810,  and 
by  Lini  a  stono  factory  "wjs  erected,  and  leased  to  tho  Denny  jMauufactining 
Companj' ;  burned  in  1833 ;  rebuilt  in  the  same  year,  and  used  for  tho  manu- 
facturo  of  broadcloths  till  1844,  when  it  was  converted  into  a  cotton-mill,  t^i'it^ 
sixty  looms  ;  again  burned  in  1850,  and  in  1872  tho  property  was  x>urchased  hy 
O.  F.  Chase  &  Co.  - 

Above  tho  Lamirprivilcge  is  the  site  of  Luther  Stone's  grist  and  saw  mill, 
built  1>efore  the  Revolution,  and  since  owned  and  operated  by  the  Stone 
descendants. 

The  posfCc)ffice  in  North  Oxford  was  established  in  1837,  and  the  following 
have  served  as  postmasters:  Abisha  Learned,  1837  ;  Loren  C.  Parks,  1851 ; 
Stephen  Darton,  Jr.,  1853 ;  Thomas  Harrington,  1856.  Luther  Oiemenco  was 
appointed  in  1857,  and  remained  in  ofBco  three  months,  when,  in  May,  18&7, 
he  was  succeeded  by  Miss  M.  E.  Stone,  the  present  incumbent. 

In  tho  war  of  the  Rebellion,  the  town  of  Oxford  was  represented  by  two 
hundred  and  ninety-three  of  its  citizens,  although  only  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
six  were  demanded  by  the  Government.  Tho  first  town  meeting  held  to  con- 
sider war  measures  was  called  on  May  6,  1801,  when  it  was  votecj  to  raise 
four  thousand  dollars  to  defray  the  expenses  of  organizing  a  military  company, 
and  a  committee,  consisting  of  Alexander  DcAVitt,  Emory  Sanford,  Geojrge 
Hodges,  Jr.,  Samuel  C.  Paine,  W.  E.  Pease,  Charles  A.  Angell,  Ira  Harrison, 
and  Elisha  Smith,  .was  appointed  to  carry  tho  vote  into  effect.  On  November 
8,  tho  town  voted  *'to  jxiy  the  balance  of  board-bills  due  individuals  for  board- 
ing soldiers.^ 

In  the  year  1862,  it  was  voted  **  to  pay  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  to  all  men  who  had  enlisted  for  three  years'  service,  and  the  same 
asiount  to  all  who  should  enlist  within  three  days;  to  all  who  should  enlist 
within  one  week,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  and,  to  those  who 
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eDlisted  after  that  datOt  oue  hundred  doliard,"  uuttl  the  quota  —  thirty-eight  — 
'  trus  filled.    On  August  27,  the  town  offered  one  hundred  and  fifty  doTkirJi  ^  to 
each  volunteer  who  shall  enlist  during  the  week,  and  one  hundred  dollars  to  all 
who  enlisted  thereafter.** 

On  April  6,  18G3,  it  was  voted  to  continue  State  aid  to  families  of  volun- 
teers, and  to  aid  families  of  drafted  men. 

In  June,  18C4,  the  town  voted  ^  to  give  each  man  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  dollars  when  mustered  into  service,  if  there  is  a  call  for  more  troops." 

The  town  furnished  eight  commissioued  officers.  The  whole  amount  raised 
for  war  purposes  was  $22,372.09  ;  for  State  aid  during  the  war,  $20,223.12. 

On  marble  tablets,  in  the  porch  of  Memorial  Ilalj,  are  the  names  of  the 
sixty-one  soldiers  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  last  war:-— Sergt.  Luther  C. 
Torrey,  Scrgt.  Amos  II.  Shumway,  Corp.  John  Toomey,  Corp.  Edwin  A. 
Martin,  Julius  X.  Bellows,  Josiah  C.  Brown,  Daniel  V.  Childs,  Jacob  L. 
Childs;  John  Dore,  Francis  A.  Fictchcrv  Chester  J.  Smith,  Estes  E.  Baker, 
Judies  D.  Adams,  James  O:  Bartlett,  Valentino  Suter,  Edwin  Cudworth, 
Henry  C.  Hayden,  Amos  P.  Newton,  Jr.,  "William  Robbms,  Johu.Tully, 
Albert  Foskett,  George  Bacon,  Samuel  C.  Smith,  William  Biggs,  William  II. 
N.  Cady,  Stephen  Eager,  Patrick  Ilogan,  Patrick  Holden,  Rjfus  Vickers, 
•Chtistopher  Vickers,  Nelson  Bartholomew,  Edward  Booth*  George  W.  Cross, 
George  P.  Davis,  James  II.  Davis,  Alfred  W.  Davis,  Edward  Ennis,  Patrick 
Eliott,  Herbert  N.  Fuller,  Joseph  E.  Fellows,  James  Hilton,  Joseph  Jennisou, 
Jr.,  Ilenry  Kock,  Cyrus  Earned,  All>ert  S.  iloffit,  Elliot  F.  McKiustry, 
Antonio  Phillips,  Francis  C.  Pope,  Lyman  Phipps,  Vernon  F.  Hindge,  Edwin 
T.  IlindgOf  George  O.  Raymond,  Jerome  P.  Southwick,  Bernard  Schmidt, 
Felix  Sherbino,  George  Shortslccvo,  Samuel  Thompson,  Conrad  M.  Tower, 
Charles  II.  Wheelock,  George  S.  Williams,  Albert  S.  Williams. 

Members  of  Constitutional  Conventions  : — Ebenezer  Learned  and  Ezra  Bow- 
^mau,,1799;  Kichard  Olncy,  1S20;  Alexander  DcWitt,  1853,  185G. 

Members  of  the  State  Senate: — Ira  Barton,  1833,  1834;  Alexander  De- 
Witt,  1842,  1844,  1850,  1851 ;  A.  G.  Underwood,  1855 ;  Nathaniel  Eddy, 
18C0 ;  Ale;^ander  DcWilt,  18G7. 

Representatives  to  the  General  Court :  —  Richard  Moore,  1721?  Ebenezer 
Learned,  1726,  1730;  Samuel  Davis,  1743;  Benjamin  Davis,  1741);  Ebenezer 
Learned,  1751;  Duncan  Campbell,  1752  to  1755,  inclusive;  Edward  Davis, 
1756,  1757 ;  Duncan  Campbell,  1758 ;  Edward  Davis,  1759,  1760,  1761,  1763 ; 
Josiah  Wolcott,  1764,  1765,  1766;  Eduard  Davis,  1767  to  1771,  inclusive; 
Jeremiah  Learned,  1772,  1773;  Ebenezer  Learned,  1774;  Edward  Davis, 
1775;  William  Campbell,  1776 ;  Edward  Davis  and  William  Ilancotk,  1777 ; 
William  Hancock,  1778;  Edward  Davis,  1779,  1780;  Ebenezer  Learned, 
1783;  Jeremiah  Learned,  1784  to  1793,  inclusive;  James  Butler,  1794,  1795 ; 
Sylvanus  Town,  1798  to  1806,  inclusive;  Abijah  Davis,  1807,  1808;  Abijah 
Davb  and  James  Butler,  1809;  Abijah  Davis,  1810  to  1821,  inclusive;  Rich* 
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ard  OInoy,  182G;  JoDalhnQ  Davis,  1827,  1828;  Jonathan  Daris  and  Richard 
Oiney,  1829;  Ira  Burton  and  Alexander  DcWitt,  1830,  1831,  1832;  Stephen 
Barton  and  Benjamin  F.  Campbell,  183G;  Sylvanus  Harris  and  Francis  Sibloy, 
1838,  1839;  Ebonczer  Rich  and  Alexander  C.  Thnrston,  1840,  1841 ;  Emory 
SaTiford,  1812;  Israel  Sibley,  1843;  Jasper  Brown,  1844;  Emstns  Orrosby, 
1845;  David  Barton,  184G;  Jonas  Bacon,  1847;  Paul  Perkins,  1849;  David 
'Wait,  1850;  Albert  A.  Cook,  1851 ;  Thomas  Appleby,  1852 ;  Emory  Sanford, 
1853;  David  Ballon,  lb54 ;  James  M.  Sanford,  1855;  George  W.  IlartwcII, 
1850 ;  Lament  B.  Corbin,  1857  ;  Ira  Merriam,  1859 ;  Scth  Daniels  and  George 
Hodges,  18 GO  ;  Moses  Stone,  18G2  ;  Moses  S.  Johnson,  18G3;  Archibald  Camp- 
b;H,  18G4;  Lament  B.  Corbin,  18G7;  George  llodgcs,  1873;  George  F. 
Daniels,  1875,  1876;  Samuel  C.  Paine,  1878. 

John  Campbell,  (ho  first  minister  in  Oxford,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  born 
in  tho  year  1090,  and  was  educated  at  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  whore  he 
was  an  intimate  friend  of  Lord  Loudon,  who  was  John  Campbell,  fourth  earl 
of  Loudon,  Baron  MaiK'hlane,  one  of  the  sixteen  peers  of  ScQtlaod»  From 
this  and  other  facts,  it  is  believed  that  John  Campbell  of  Oxford  was  the  fifth 
earl  of  Loudon.  No  citizen  of  Oxford  was  more  highly  regarded  by  church 
and  town*s  people,  or  did  more  to  shape  and  purify  society  than  John  Campbell. 
Not  only  was  he  a  spiritual  law-giver,  honored  and  revered,  but  also^  acted  in 
a  judicial  capacity,  with  respect  to  civil  affairs.  lie  was  physician,  clergymaQ 
and  judge.  "lie  was  esteemed  one  of  penetrating  and  discerning  understand- 
ing, of  a  peculiarly  sagacions  and  enterprising  genius,  and  of  a  very  retentive 
mcmcny,  as  furnished  with  embellishing  arguments,  and  more  especially  for 
bis  acquaintance  with  the  affairs  of  history  and  State  policy."  The  following 
epitaph  is  inscribed  on  his  tombstone :  —  ,  . 

"  IntoomM  lietb  ye  body  of  j-e  Rcv'd  Mr.  John  Campbell,  who  died  May  25th,  1761, 
in  ye  71  y'  of.  his  age.  lie  was  born  in  3'c  north  of  Scotland,  educated  d-  had  yQ  bene- 
fits and  Honors  of  University.  Came  to  N.  England  A.D.  1717,  and  was  ordiitned 
Pastor  of  ye  Church  in  Oxford  A.D.  1721,  where,  with  great  wisdom  &  fidelity,  he  con- 
tinued to  Execute  ye  several  parts  of  his  offices  for  more  than  40  years.  In: Ms  last 
sickness  be  sustained  ye  prospect  of  his  approaciiiug  death  with  great  serenity,  as 
Knowing  Ilim  in  whom  he  had  believed.  .  i 

Tho  Bwcet  remembrance  . 

of  yo  just 
Shall  fioarisli  when 

they  sleep  iu  dast." 

Ebenezer  Learned  was  bora  in  Oxford  in  1728.  In  1776,  he  bad  attained 
the  rank  of  colonel,  and,  during  tho  same  year,  was  disabled  while  in  service 
in  Dorchester,  for  which  he  received  a  pension.  In  April,  1777,  he  was  coni- 
missioned  bri^dier-general,  and  ])Iaced  in  command  of  tho  Northern  army, 
which  position  ho  held  till  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne  in  October,  1777.  He 
was  highly  respected  and  beloved  by  the  soldiers  of  his  command,  and  was 
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distinguished  for  bis  bravery  and  humanity.  Gen.  Learned  died  on  April  1, 
1801 1  at  his  homo  in  North  Oxford,  aged  scventy-lbrce  yeare,  ""ood  Ites  baried 
near  his  father,  Col.  Ebenezer  Learned,  on  Oxford  Plain,  where  alao  lie  his 
fiiniily  and  friends." 

Ira  Mooro  Barton  was  born  in  Oxford  on  Oct.  25,  1796 ;  was  graduated  at 
Brown  University  in  1818;  studied  law  with  Gen.  Bridgman  in  Providence, 
R.  I.,  and  Gov.  Lincoln  in  Worcester;  received  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
laws  froni  Harvard  University  in  1823 ;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1822,  and 
"  passed  through  the  several  grades  of  professional  dignity  up  to  that  of  coun- 
sellor of  tho  Supremo  Court."  lie  represented  Oxford  in  the  General  Court 
several  }*ears  in  succession ;  was  a  State  Senator,  and  in  1834  was  one  of  tho 
commissioners  appointed  to  revise  the  statutes.  In  1836,  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Everett  to  succeed  Nathaniel  Paine  as  judge  of  probate,  which  office  ho 
held  for  eight  years.  He  was  chosen  Presidental  Elector  in  1840.  He  died  on  * 
July  18,  1867. 

Alexander  DeWitt  was  born  in  New  Braintree  on  April  2, 1798.  For  many 
ycars^  he  was  closely  allied  with  tho  manufacturing  interests  of  Oxford,  and  he 
may  ;be  reckoned  as  having  been  among  the  most  successful  business  men  of 
the  southern  part  of  Worcester  County.  In  1830,  Cot.  DeWitt  represented 
Oxford  in  the  General  Coin*t  as  a  Democrat,  and  remained  in  office  six  years ; 
and,  as  a  Republican,  served  tho  town  in  tho  same  capacity  in  1842,  1844,  and 
1850L  In  18S1  and  1869,  ho  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and,  in  1853 
and  1856,  was  a  member  of  conventions  held  to  amend  tho  Constitution.  In 
1850  and  1857,  he  represented  Worcester  South  District  in  Congress.  Ho 
was  connected  with  railway  corporations,  banks,  insurance  companies,  and 
other  organizations,  either  as  president  or  director,  for  twenty-five  years.  Ho 
died  ou  Jan.  13,  1879.' 

Statistics;— Population,  1820,  1,562;  1830,  2,031;  1850,  2,334;  1875, 
2,938 ;. polls,  843;  voters,  686;  families,  691 ;  dwellings,  5V0;  farms,  141; 
acres  cultivated,  2,984^  acreage  of  farms,  11,855;  horses,  150;  cows,  331; 
sheep,  75;  value  of  agricultural  products,  $145,936 ;  value  of  farm  pro|Krty, 
$530,9j[)2 ;  capital  invested  in  manufactures,  $394,025 ;  persons  employed  in 
manufacture:^,  790;  value  of  products  of  manufactures,  $1,207,578 ;  value  of 
personal  estate,  $442,912 ;  value  of  real  estate,  $1,015,570;  total  valuation, 
$1,458,482 ;  rate  of  taxation,  1879,  $12.50  per  $1,000. 
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P  AXTON. 


BY  GEORGE   A.   STOCKW^LL,   A.  H. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


EARLT  BISTORT    AND    INCORPORATION' — CHARLES  PAXTON  —  THE  WAR  OF  THE 

REVOLUTION. 

The  townpf  Paxton,  on  and  between  rugged  and  wooded  hills,  lies  nearly 
in  the  centre  of  the  county,  seven  miles  from  the  city  of  Worcester^  and  fifty>- 
two  from  Boston;  bordered  on  the  north-west  by  Rutland,  on  the  north-eait 
by  Holden,  on  the  south  by  Worcester  and  Leicester,  and  on  the  west  by 
Spencer  and  Oakham. 

The  founders  of  the  town  of  Paxton  were  inhabitants  of  Rutland  and  Lei-* 
cester,  respectively;  and,  living  on  th^  outskii;t8  of  these  towns,  remote  frdmt 
the  county  road,  which  was  reached  only  by  paths  through  the  woods  and 
fields,  their  attendance  upon  public  meetings  was  irregular,  and  caused  them  • 
great  inconvenience.     For  these  reasons,  they  desired  to  be  incorpomled  into 
a  town,  or  district,  in  order  to  have  authority  to  build  a  meeting-bouse  easier 
of  access  than  the  one  in  either  Leicester  or  Rutland.     Accordingly,  in  1761, 
a  petition  was  presented  to  the  General  Court  by  the  inhabitants  living  in  the «. 
southern  part  of  Rutland,  and  the  northern  part  of  Leicester,  praying  to  be 
incorporated  into  a  separate  municipality,  giving  as  a  reason,  '^the  great  diffi- 
culties they  labor  under  in  attending  public  worship,  by  reason  of  the  great 
distance  they   were  from   its  places  in   the  towns  to  which  they  belong," 
This  petition  was  not  successful,  and  in  17G2,  a  similar  one,  beaded  by  Jere- 
miah Howe  of  Leicester,  was  presented.     This  also  was  dismissed.     Li  ITGd,.- 
a  third  application  was  made  giving  similar  reasons,  and  the  additional  one, 
**that  the  land  prayed  for  in  Leicester  was  set  off  by  a  town  vote,  for  the  ends 
proposed  at  a  town  meeting  held  on  May  IG,  17C3.''    An  order  of  notice  was 
served  on  the  town  of  Rutland,  but  as  that  town  objected  to  granting  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners,  the  General  Court  again  gave  them  leave  to  with- 
draw. 

A  fourth  petition,  however,  was  presented  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  signed 
by  **  Oliver  Witt  and  others,  inhabitants,  some  of  them  of  Leicester,  otbcra 
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of  Ratlaiiil,  sclting  forth  tho  great  difficulties  they  labor  under  bj  Knog  at 
sach  a  distance  from  tho  place  of  public  worship  in  the  sereral  towns  to  which 
they  l3clong,  none  of  them  living  loss  than  three  miles  distant^  ono  only 
excepted,  and  sc  me  of  them  four,  and  many  of  them  fire  miles  distant,  and 
the  way  bad ;  and  praying  that  they  may  I>e  erected  into  a  distinct  town,  or 
district,  or  precinct,  by  certain  i>onnds  in  ^aid  petition  mentioned.'*  In  response 
to  this  appeal,  *^  it  was  ordered  that  Jedcdhib  Foster  of  Brookfield,  and  CoK 
Williams  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and  Benjamin  Lincoln  of  the  Council,  be 
A  committee,  iu  tho  recess  of  this  court  to  repair  to  the  place  petitioned  for, 
to  be  erected,  into  a  parish  at  the  charge  of  tho  petitioners,  and  that  they  hear 
all  parlies  interested  for  and  against  said  coq)oration,  and  reiK>rt  at  the  next 
session  wlietlier  the  prayer  thereof  should  bo  granted."'  This  committee 
reported  iu  fuvor  of  th^  petitioners  on  Jim,  23,  1765,  and  a  bill  entitled,  '''An 
Act  for  Incorporating  tho  Southerly  Part  of  Rutland,  and  tho  Northerly  Part 
of  Leicester  in  the  County  of  Worcester,-  into  a  District  by  the  Name  of  Pax- 
ton,'  passed  both  branches  of  the  Legislature  to  be  enacted  ;  and  oa  the  twelfth 
day  of  February,  Anno  Begni  Greorgii  Terlii,  Quinto  1763,  was  approved  by 
the  governor,  Francis  Bernard,  and  Paxton  was  authorized  to  take  its  place 
among  the  incorporated  municipalities  of -the  Commonweidth,  vested  with  all 
the  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  which  the  inhabitants  of  any  town  in 
this  Province  do,  or  by  law  ought  to  enjoy,  excepting  only  the  privilege  of 
sending  a  representative  to  the  General  Assembly."  The  charter  gave  the  new 
district  the  right  to  join  with  the  town  of  Leicester,  aud  the  precinct  of  Spen- 
cer in  choosing  representatives  to  the  General  Couit. 

The  territory  petitioned  for  was  described  as  "^ two  miles  off  each  town  — 
Leicester  and  Rutland  —  to  make  up  tho  contents  of  four  miles  sqnaro/*  .  A 
part  of  Ilolden  was  annexed  to  Paxton  on  Feb.  13,  1804,  and  another  part  on 
April  9,  1839.  A  part  of  the  south-western  part  of  Rutland  was  also  joined 
to  Paxton,  and  tho  line  between  the  towns  altered  in  other  places  by  the  Legis- 
lature on  May  24, 1851,  and  on  Feb.  20,  1829.  The  present  territory  includes 
8,541  acres. 

When  tho  bill  for  incorporating  this  town  passed  tho  IIouso  of  Representa- 
tives, no  name  was  inscrtcid  ;  the  blank  was  filled  in  tho  Council  by  the  word 
Paxton,  in  honor  of  Charles  Paxton,  who,  at  that  time,  was  marshal  of  the 
Admiralty  Court,  and  a  friend  and  favorite  of  Francis  Bernaixl,  the  governor, 
and  of  Thomas  Hutchinson,  the  deputy  governor.  It  is  said  that  Paxton  proni- 
i.?ed  tIi(/town  a  church  l>cll  if  it  was  named  for  him ;  this  promise  was  never 
fulfilled.  *^  Charles  Paxton,  although  polished  in  manners,  and  of  pleasing 
address,  was  an  intriguing  politician,  and  a  despicable  sycophant;  *  every 
man*s  bumble  servant,  but  no  man*s  friend^'  as  his  proper  figure  was  labelled, 
when  on  Pope's. day,  as  the  anniversary  of  the  gun-powder  plot  was  called,  it 
was  paraded  throHgh  the  streets  of  Boston,  standing  between  the  .effigies  of 
the  Pope  and  the  Devil,     ile  was  the  tool  of  Charles  Townshend,  tho  chancel- 
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lor  of  the  exchequer  and  .with  him  devised  the  scheme  of  raising  a  revenue 
from  the  colonics  by  a  tax  on  ghiss,  paper,  painter's  colors  and  tea,"  which 
passed  both  houses  of .  Parliament  and  was  approved  by  Iho  king  on  Juno  29, 
17G7.  which  act  also  led  the  Colonies  to  abstain  from  the  use  of  English  goods, 
and  caused  the  destruction  of  tea  in  Boston  harbor  on  June  16,  1773.  **Tho 
passage  of  this  bill,*'  says  Barry,  "  was  forwarded  by  the  influence  of  Paxton', 
a  citizen  of  Boston^  who  had  been  sent  from  America,  at  the  instance  of  Ber- 
nard and  Hutchinson,  and  Oliver,  to  appear  as  advocate  of  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  and  to  mature  a  scheme  for  a  Board  of  Customs,"  at  (he  head  of  which 
Paxton  was  placed,  "for  a  pccuniaiy  consideration,  as  ho  was  a  place-hunter', 
lK)ught  and  sold  office  with  money,  and  ^as  as  rapacious  as  the  fabled  harpy .^ 
Paxton  was  particularly  active  in  the  issuing  of  writs  of  assistance,  by  which 
officers  of  the  customs  were  fully  authorized  to  enter  any  and  all  buildings  to 
search  for,  and  to  seize,  any  and  all  goods  and  merchandise  supposed  to  have 
been  smuggled ;  and  his  course  was  so  insolent  and  tyrannical,  that  he  became 
an  object  of  public  .hatred,  was  hung  in  effigy  upon  Liberty  tree  (a  largo. elm 
that  stood  at  the  junction  of  Es^ex  and  Washington  streets,  Boston),  driven 
by  the  wrath  of  the  people  into  Castle  William,  left  Boston  at  the  time  of 'its 
evacuation  by  the  British  troops,  and  died  in  England  at  the  age  of  eighty^ 
four  years  in  1788.  There  is  a  portrait  of  Paxton  by  AVainwright,  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  in  Boston ;  also,  one  attributed'  to 
Copley  in  the  hall  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  in  Worcester.  :  One 
of  the  earlier  public  acts  of  the  town  was  to  appoint  a  committee  '^to  i>etitinn 
the  General  Court  for  a  name  more  agi^ecablc  to  the  inhabitants  and  the  i>ublio 
than  that  of  Paxton";  and  it  is  a  source  of  regret,  even  at  this  time,  to  the 
citizens  of  Paxton,  that  cither  the  committee,  chosen  for  that  purpose,  orlhb 
Legislature,  neglected  its  duty. 

The  call  for  the  first  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  was  addressed  to  Phineas 
Moore,  and  f«igned  by  John  Murry,  justice  of  the  i>eace,  of  Rutland.  The 
first  meeting  was  held  on  March  11,  17G5,  at  the  house  of  Mr..  John  Snow,  a 
half  mile  east  of  the  present  centre,  innholder,  and  the  following  officers 
elected  :  Selectmen,  Capt.  Oliver  Witt,  Ephraini  Moore,  Capt.  Samuel  Brown, 
Timothy  Barrett,  Abraham  Smith ;  clerk,  Ephraim  Moore;  wardcnrt,  William 
Thompson,  Jonathan  Knight;  assessors,  Capt.  Oliver  Witt,  Ephraim  Moor<^, 
Aaron  Hunt ;  constable,  Jason  Livermore ;  surveyors  of  highways,  El)enc2er 
Hunt,  Jr.,  Elijah  Howe,  Thomas  Cutler;  tj'thingmcn,  Samuel  Mann,  Ralph 
Earle,;  treasurer,  Ephraim  Moore;  hog-reeves,  Jonathan  Moore,  William 
Martin  ;  deer-reeves,  James  Ames,  William  AVhittaker ;  pound-keeper,  James 
Knight.  Field-drivers,  fence-viewers,  sealer  of  weights  ond  measures,  sealer 
of  leather,  sealer  of  boards  and  shingles  were  also  appointed. 

Aside  from  making  grants  for  and  establishing  a  town  church  —  a  sketch  of 
which  is  given  elsewhere  —  nothing  of  particular  interest  appears  on  the 
records  until  1774.    In  the  warrant  *  issued  on  Aug.  8,  1774,  is  this  article* 
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**To  see  if  the  District  will  act  on  Public  Affairs  in  nny  mcthcKl  which  may  bo 
then  proposed,  or  laid  before  them  respediug  the  diObrouces  which  Sulnist 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  Colonics***  At  the  meeting  rttllcd  by  this  war- 
ranto **it  was  proposed  and  Put  to  Vote  (after  the  act  of  Parliament  for  regu- 
lating the  Government  of  Massachusetts  Bay  had  been  read)  to  see  if  the  di^ 
trict  are  willin<;  said  act  of  Parliament  should  take  Place,  and  Passed  unnni- 
mously  in  the  negative."  At  the  same  meeting  it  was  voted  to  oliserve  a  day 
of  fasting  and  prayer  **on  account  of  the  threatening  aspect  of  our  public 
affairs.** 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  a  committee  on  public  nffairs  was  appointed,  con- 
sisting of  Lieut.  Willard  Moore,  Dca.  Oliver  Witt,  Csipt.  llsUph  Earle, 
Phinoas  Moore  and  Abel  Brown.  OnSept.  23,  1774,  "it  was  voted  in  town 
meeting  to  buy  two  half  barrels  of  gun-powder  in  addition  to  the  present  stock.** 
On  Dec.  26,  1774,  committees  of  correspondence  and  safety  were  chosen,  the 
duty  of  the  former  of  which  was  to  keep  the  district  informed  of  the  Acts  of 
Congress  cmd  Stnte  government,  and  the  hitter  was  very  vigilant  in  watching 
suspected  Tories,  of  whom  there  were  sevenil  in  town ;  also,  at  the  same  meet- 
ing, it  was  voted  to  raise  £21  lis.  W.  **far  the  Defence  of  this  District  in  Par- 
ticular &  the  province  in  General.** 

The  .able-bodied  men  of  the  district,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  Were  formed 
into  twp  companies,  the  ^  Standing  Coidpany,'*  of  which  Salph  Earte  was 
captain,  John. Snow,  lieutenant,  and  Abel  Brown,  ensign ;  and  the  ^Minute 
Company/*  which  was  fully  armed  imd  equipped,  and  often  exercised  in  mili- 
tnry  tactics  i  and  for  its  time  and  expenses  spent  and  incuiTcd  in  training,  the 
district  appropriated  money.  On  Jan.  16,  1775,  £15  was  raisecl  for  this  pur- 
pose ;  also,  at  the  same  meeting,  a  committee  was  chosen  **  to  draft  out  thirty- 
three  men  to  be  erected  into  a  Minute  Company." 

Following  is  a  copy  of  the  original  **  Minute  Men  Agreement  at  Snow's, 
1775 : "  — 

^^  TVe  the  Subscribers  Do  Engage  for  to  Jojn  the  Minute  Men  of  this  District  &  to 
March  with  them  Against  our  Common  Enimj's  Avhcn  we  are  call'd  for,  if  so  he  that 
the  Minute  Compcnj^s  are  kept  up  as  witness  our  bands. 


^^  Marmaduke  Earle, 
1  Jonah  Newton, 
.David  Goodcnow,  Jr., 
Abijab  BrowU) 
Joseph  Knight, 
Clark  Earll, 
Nathan  Swan, 
Jonah  Howe, 
Itbdmar  Biglow, 
John  Davis, 
JohnFike» 


Phineasl^Ioore, 
Ebenezer  Hunt, 
Thomas  Lamb, 
Oliver  Earll, 
Jonathan  White, 
Hezekiah  Newton, 
Stephen  Barrett, 

Samuel , 

Daniel  Steward, 
Joseph  Prcscott, 
John  Flint." 
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On  March  13,  1775,  it  was  vpted : — 


*VTo  raise  £37  165.,  and  ont  of  it  to  equip  the  Minute  Men,  and  a  committee  was 
appointeil  to  see  30  men,  exclusive  of  officers  be  forthwith  oquipt  with  cartouch  bos  & 
Ba3*onett,  s*d  bayonet  to  be  well  Gxed  to  each  man's  gun  Sa  upon  each  person's  being 
80  equipt  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  committee  then  to  pay  each  minute  man  so  equipt 
the  sum  of  12  shillings,  said  minute  men  engaging  upon  receiving  s'd  12  shillings  that 
in  case  they  do  not  march  on  the  first  emergency,  to  deliver  their  Cartouch  box  & 
bayonet  to  the  committee  who  shall  equip  others." 

This  companj^  properly  orfranizcd  and  officered,  '^on  the  alarm  of  the  Con-  ' 
cord  Fight,*'  on  April  19,  1775,  marched  to  Cambridge  tinder  the  coitimand  of 
Capt.  Wjllard  Moore,  where  he,  with  a  part  of  his  company,  enlisted  in  tho 
Continental  Army..  Capt.  Moore  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major,  and 
fell  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  on  Juno  17,  1775.  On  April  G,  1775,  Capt. 
Moore  was  chosen  representative  to  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Concord,  and  ' 
instructed  **to  use  bis  influence  in  Congress-  that  government  be  nssumeil,  in 
case  that  it  ^hall  prove  certain  that  Great  Britain  intends  to  enforce  the  late  nCt 
of  parliament  by  the  sword."  •        . 

When  the  news  reached  Paxton  that  the  **  Re<?ulars  **  had  attacked  Concord- •* 
and  Lexington,  Jason  Livermorc,  with  his  three  sons,  was  plowing  in  tho  field, 
and  learning  that  the  company  of  minute-men — dipt.  Mooro^ — to  which  they  - 
belons:ed  would  march  fortliwith,  left  the  field*  and  with  the  wife*i>f  and  mothcr^s 
pewter  plates  and  spoons  in  the  fi)rm  of  bullets,  were  on  tho  road  to  Cam*  ■ 
bridge.**  in  less  than  a  minute,"  and  afterwards  did  ffood  service  on  Breed's  Hill. 
The  wife  and  mother,  left  at  home  with  a  son,  only  tAvelvo  years  of  age,  con-  . 
tinned  the  farm  work,  besides  excavating  tho  earth  under  the  barn  and  other 
buildings,  and  from  it  makins:  more  thnn  one  hundred  pounds  of  nitre,  or  salt-  ' 
pctre  for  the  purpose  of  making  gunpowder,  of  which  there  was  great  need  in 
the  army.     Mrs.  iLivermoro  died  in  1825,  or  thereabouts,  4it  the  great  age  of 
nearly  one  hundred  years. 

Jason  Livcrmore,  already  referred  to,  and  Samuel  Brewer  of  Sutton,  raised 
in  Paxton  and  Sutton  a  company  that  marched  from  Paxton  on  Aug.  9,  1776^  - 
to  Charlestown,  thence  to  Ticonderoga  and  Mount  Hope,  whero  it  was  stationed 
for  some  time. 

The  first  representative  to  the  General  Court  from  Paxton  was  Abraham 
Smith,  elected  on  May  23,  1776.  On  the  same  day  the  town  appropriated  £1 
10«.  for  a  fife  and  drum.  On  Nov.  11,  1777,  it  was  voted  to  provide  the 
families  of  soldiers  in  the  Continental  army  with  tho  **  necessaries  of  life."  On 
Oct.  12,  1778,  it  was  voted  to  raise  £260  for  hiring  Micah  Harrington  and 
Benj  imin  Barrett  to  join  the  militia  army  ;  £19  for  clothing,  and  £19  for  pow- 
der and  lead.  In  July,  1779,  a  committee  was  appointed  **  to  biro  men  for  the 
Continental  army,  and  it  was  voted  to  give  each  man  that  went  into  tho  army 
£600  or  $2,400 ;  also  voted  that  each  man  that  went  to  Rhode  Island  have  £300 
including  rations  and  bounty,  and  wages  that  they  are  for  to  receive  of  tho  State 
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t(rhlcb  trill  be  £286  ftod  there  remains  then  for  thie  town  to  pay  the  two  iin» 
that  hitve  edgag'cd  to  go  to  Rhode  Island,  £514.*^  Again*  in  the  same  year,  it 
was  roted  to  gire  each  soldier  £800,  including  bounty  and  wages  ofTenHl  by 
the  State ;  and  also  the  use  of  a  blanket  while  in  service. 

On  Ang.  10,  1779*  Abraham  Smith  Was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Convention 
at  Worcester,  Phineas  Moore  a  delegate  to  the  Convedtion  at  Concord,  and 
Adam  Maynard  a  delegate  to  Cambridge  Convention. 

.i)u  Juno  14,  1780,  the  town  voted  to  hire  eight  men,  ^to  go  to  the  army  at 
^0  a  piefse  payable  in  grain  and  produce.'' 

The  Stats  tax  in  1780  was  five  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  pounds, 
/tod  ^n  that  year  Phineas  Moore  represented  the  town  in  the  Oencral  Court. 

rin  July  of  this  year  the  town  voted  to  take  from  the  Rev*  Alexander  Tbayer 
ilileed  of  the.burying-ground.  In  the  same  year,  also,  the  polls  and  estates 
were,  assessed  £29,406^  At  this  time  the  qualification  for  voting  was  the 
|K)sse8sioa.of  £60  woilh  of  i>fopcrty,  or  an  annual  income  of  three  ponnds. 
At  the  first  State  election  the  town  east  twenty-four  votes  for  John  Hancock 
for  governor,  and  seventeen  for  Azor  Orne  for  lieutenant-governor.  On  Oict.' 
26,  1780,  the  town  voted  to,  purchase  four  thousand  eight  hundred  pomids  of 
J[>eef  for  the  army,  and  the  inhabitants  were  assessed  seven  thousand  five  bun- 
«<jlre(jl  ponnds  to  pay  for  it ;  also  on  Dec.  28,  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and' 
^xteea  pounds  of  beef  were  furnished.  During  this  ye^r  and  previous  years,' 
^Kpecitjiaga  were  held  frequently  for  various  purposes,  of  which  no  record  was 
^ept.  ,0^  April  11,  1781,  the  price  of  a  bushel  of  Indian  com  was  fixed  at 
fortyrfiye  .dolUurs.  * 

In  1781^  Capt.  4><Uni  Maynard  was  elected  representative  to  the  General' 
Court,  In  the  saoie  year,  July  10,  **£100  was  voted  fur  3,804  i>ounds  of  beef 
for  the  army  {  Iwq  pounds  per  month  for  soldiers  to  Connecticut ;  and  on  S<^p* 
ember  10,  five  mea  wereseot  to  Bbodc  Island,  and  given  each  280  hard  dollars.*^ 
During  this  year  and  the  year  that  followed,  many  petitions  were  presented  to 
the  General  Court  for  abatement  of  taxes,  with  what  result  is  not  known.  In 
1782,  Artemus  Howe  was  .chosen  a  delegate  to  the  Convention  at  Worcester. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  jRevoIutiou  Paxton  contained  about  five  hiindi^ 
inhabitants.  During  that  struggle  it  furnished  its  full  quotas  of  men,  from 
three  to  eight  for  difierent  lengths  of  service,  and  twice  it  was  called  upoii  to 
furnisb  eight  each  time.  Besides  the^e  there  were  many  volunteers.  Fr6m  the 
records  it  appears  that  Paxton  paid  nearly  ten  thousand  dollars  for  hiring  men, 
and  for  clothing  And  military  stores  demanded  by  the  government,  in  addition 
to  the  amounts  paid  into  the  State  and  .other  trcasjurics.  "In  short,  it  did  its' 
full  shar0  in -resisting  the  encroachments  which  its  infamous  namesake  had 
IttlKircd  so  assiduously  to  make  upon  Aitierican  liberty;  and  although  its 
individual  and  municipal  suflTcrings  were  extreme,  and  sometimes  almost 
intolerable,  its  patriotism  never  flagged,  and  it  evinccdby  its  conduct  a  dcter- 
juination  to  die  or  bo  free..     A"4  historj',  if  jtist,  will  laud  its  inhabitaMi-os 
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nuch  for  their  .untiring  eiTorts  in  defence  of  liberty,  as  it  may  justly  execrate 
Charles  Paxton  auc)  his  wicked  coadjutors  for  their  strenuous  exertions  for  its 
clcstr  action.'' 


CHAPTER  n. 

THTSICAL     FEATTJUES  —  INDUSTRIAL    INTERESTS  —  CHURCH    IIISTORT -^  SCHOOLS 

AND  LIBRARY  —  THE  CIVIL  WAR. 

The  land  surface  of  Paxton,  although  broken  and  irregular,  is  so  diversified 
by  hill,  wooded  tract  and  far-stretching  intervale,  and  so  disposed  with  respect 
to  its  agricultural  advantages,  that  it  not  only  possesses  great  natural  beauty, 
but  also  ajSbrds  ample  scope  and  opportunity  for  the  husbandman. 

Op  the  cast  is  Asnebumskit  Hill,  the<  highest  elevation,  except  Wachusett, 
in  this  |iart  of  the  county.  The  view  from  its  summit  is  wide  and  comprehen-»' 
sive,  **  embracing  in  its  sweep  more  than  a  score  of  towns  and  villages,''. and 
well  repays  the  toiler-up.  Asnebumskit  Lake,  a  cold,  clear,  spring-fed  body 
of  water  is  near,  and  this,  with  the  mountain,  as  the  hill  is  often  called,  forms 
the  most  picturesque  and  the  most  romantic  part  of  the  territory  of  Paxton. 
The  numerous  springs  that  flow  from  the  base  of  Asnebumskit  contribute  to 
the  water  supply  of  the  city  of  Worcester.  Of  the  seven  lakes  and  ponds, 
Bottomly  Pond,  extending  southward  from  the  Centre,  is  the  large;*t  body  of 
water.  Springs,  rivulets  and  brooks  abound.  In  the  northern  territory  a 
spring  sends  a  part  of  its  waters  to  the  Mcrrimac,  and  another  part  to  the 
Connecticut.  Turkey  Hill  Pond  is  in  the  nor^h-west,  and  on  its  outlet,  fifty 
years  ago,  was  a, fulling-mill  and  a  carding-factory.  Turkey  HilU  Fox*  Hill 
(near  the  Centre)  and  Pino  Hill  (on  the.  north-east)  servo  as  landmarks. 

The  inhabitants  of  Paxlon  are  well  scattered  over  its  territory.  The  Centre, 
so  called,  hedges  the  old  stage  or  post  road,  that  formerly  was  the  principal 
thoroughfare  connecting  the  shire  town  with  the  northern  settlements..  This 
road,  midway  of  the  village,  divides,  one  branch  leading  to  Rutland  on  the 
nortb>  and  the  other  to  Barre,  on  the  noi*th-wcst.  In  the  angle  of  these  two 
branches  of  the  village  street  is  the^  town  common,  on  which  is  the  Soldiers' 
Memorial,  and  facing  both  stands  the  only  church  edifice  in  Paxton.  The 
common  and  most  of  the  land  occupied  by  the  church,  including  the  adjacent 
roads,  was  given  to  the  town  in  1791  by  Setb  Snow. 

The  town  of  Paxton  is  mainly  agricultural.  The  soil  is  of  average  fertility, 
and  the  farms  and  the  excellence  of  their  dairy  products  are  well  known..  The 
harvest  of  wood  and  the  manufacture  of  lumber  have  been  extensive  for  many 
years,  and  now  receive  the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  during  the  winter 
montlia. 
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Tbo  munufacttirc  of  cards  and  of  boots  and  shoes  was  the  chief  iiMkistiy« 
except  agriculture,  for  Qfty  years  or  more.  In  al>out  the  year  1830  the  boot 
busiucss  wtts  establinhed  by  Jobo  Partridge.  lie  was  fallowed  by  Lakin  & 
Bigelow,  aud  tbcy  by  R.  E.  Bigclow  &  Sou.  In  1875  this  industry,  which  had 
given  employiDCDt  to  a  large  cumber  of  the  inhai)i(auts,  (iimo  to  an  end  by 
fire*  The  manufacture  of  boots  was  afterwards  feebly  revived,  but  the  number 
of  persons  employed  and  the  amount  of  products  is  not  large. 

,  The  Congregational  church  in  this  town  was  organized  on  Sept.  3,  1767,  and 
during  the  same  year  the  house  of  worship  was  built  or  completed.  At  tbe 
second  meeting  of  the  District,  on  April  1,  1765,  twenty  days  after  tbo  incor* 
poration,  ''it  was  put  to  vote  to  see  if  the  district  will  Build  a  meeting  House 
in  said  Paxton,  and  of  what  dimcntions  they  will  Build  it ;  also  to  see  if  the 
district  will  agree  upon  some  place  for  to  Sett  Said  meeting  House  on."  It 
was  voted  ''to  build  a  house  of  worship  fifty  feet  in  length  and  forty  in  width, 
with  twenty-twQ  foot  posts,  and  to  set  the  house  at  the  Gate  behind  John 
l^nowfs  fiirm  in  Mr.  Maynard's  pasture.''  In  September  of  tbe  same  year  £13  (b. 
Sd.  was  appropriated  "  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  tbe  Gospel  to  be  preached 
in  this  place  during  the  winter."  On  March  3,  1766,  the  sum  of  £250  was 
voted  "for  a  meeting  house,  aud  a  meetinghouse  place**;  and  it  was  also 
voted  **  to  leave  the  raising  of  the  house  to  the  generosity  of  the  public*  to 
provide  a  supper,  aud  bring  it  to  the  church."  During  this  year-r-^  1 766  —  the 
hqu^Q.was  raised,  and  carried  so  far  towards  completion  that  services  were  held 
in  it  early  in  the  following  year.  This  structure  stood  in  the  centre  of  the 
common^  In  1835  it  was  moved  a  few  rods  to  the  north,  remodeled  and  a 
steeple  added.  The  old  church  is  thus  described  by  George  W.  Livcrmorc  of 
Cambridge,  in  his  address  delivered  at  the  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  incor- 
poration of  the  town :.  ^- 

**  A  plain,  square  structure,  standing  in  the  middle  of  the  Common  in  primitive 

simplicity,  frithbat  dome  or  spire,  destitute  of  external  ornament  and  internal  embcl- 

.Ilsfament,  its  prominent  sounding-board  above,  and  its  deacon's  seat,  and  semi-cireulni' 

eotamunion-tabld  at  the  base  of  tbe  pulpit  —  its  uncar|)eted  aisles,  and  i)en-likc  pirtrs, 

with  their  uncushioned  and  hinged  seats,  to  be  turned  up  and  let  down  at  the  risingf  and 

sitting  of  their  occupants  with  a  clatter  sufficient  to  have  awaker.cd  a  Hip  Van  Winkle — 

its  negro  seats  in  the  rear  of  the  front  gaHerj,  and  the  old  people's  in  front  of  the  pulpit, 

for  the  use  of  the  deaf,  —  its  two  corner  pews  perched  aloft  over  the  gallery  staircase, 

^     .  « 

''  'Through  which,  and  the  scuttles  above  were  the  ways 

To  the  Attic,  the  arsendl  of  those  early  cl^ys.' 

^*  It  has  now  fallen  back  from  its  conspicuous  locality  to  the  site  of  its  former  horse- 
sheds,  rearing  its  stcepled  head  in  all  the  grandeur  and  assurance  of  modern  reno- 
vation." 

In  April,  1767^  a  committee  was  chosen  to  secure  a  gospel  minister,  and  on 
May:4,  1767,  tlio  Rev.  Silas  Biglow  was  oficrcd  £133  G^.  Bd.  as  a  settlcmeutt 
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"and  aycarly  salary  of  £53  G^.  8d.;  for  the  first  four  years,  and  £G6  13.s.  4d.. 
as  long  as  he  shall  continue  in  Ihe  relations  of  a  gospel  minister  amongst  us.** 
IIo  was  ordained  on  Oct.  21,  ITG?,  and  remained  till  his  death  on  Nov.  16, 
1769.  Mr.  Biglow  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  intellectual  and  mrtral  worth, 
greatly  beloved  during  his  life,  and  much  lamented  for  years  after  his  deatl. 
•Alexander  Thayer,-. Mr.  Biglow*s  successor,  was  ordained  on  No\f.  28,  1770, 
and  dismissed  on  Aug.  14,  17.82.  Mr.  Thayer  was  a  suspected  royalist,  and 
this  fact,  together  with  the  difficulty  that  arose  in  paying  his  salary  in  conse- 
quence of  the  depreciati<iu  in  the  currency,  rendered  his  pastorate  uuplcafilant 
for  self  and  people.  John  Foster  followed  Mr.  Thaj^er  as  pastor  of  the  church. 
He  was  ordained  on  Sept.  7,  1785,  and  was  dismissed  in  April,  1789.  Hia 
settlement  caused  a  division  in  the  church,  and  there  were  two  societies  itntil 
1793,  when  thdy  were  reunited.  Other  pastors:  Daniel  Grosvenor,  installed 
on  Nov.  5,  1785,  dismissed  on  Nov.  17,  1802;  Gains  Conan*,  ordained  on 
Feb.  17,  1808,  dismissed  on  Sept.  21,  1831 ;  Moses  Winch,  ordained  on  Sept. 
21,  1831,  dismissed  on  Aug.  28,' 1834;  James  D.  Farnsworth,  installed 'Oti 
April  30,  1835,  dismissed  on  May  7, 1840  ;  William  Phipps,  ordained  on'NoV'. 
11,  1840,  dismissed  on  March  2,  18G9 ;  Thomas  L.  Ellis,  installed  on  l^cpt. 
26,  1871,  died  on  Nov.  12,  1873;  Francis  J.  Fairbanks,  hii^d  in  January, 
1874,  dismissed  in  October,  1877 ;  Otis  Cole,  the  present  pastor,  was  hired  oh 
Jan.  I,  1878*  : 

The  town  of  Paxton  has  five  ungraded  schools  and  one  grammar  sehool, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pupils,  and  school  property  valued  at  three  thouand 
dollars.     One  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  for  schools  in  the  year  1879; 

In  1877  a  public  library  was  founded  thiough  the  influence  and  aid  of  Led- 
yard  Bill,  Esq.,  a  resident  of  the  town.  The  library  contains  over  one  thousand 
volumes,  and  is  supported  by  donations  and  the  annual  grant  of  the  dog  fund. 

A  post-ofiice  was  established  in  Paxton  on  Dec  10,  ISIG,  and  Tyler  Goddard 
appoiutcd  postmaster.  Ho  remained  in  office  till  1841  when  ho  was  succeeded 
by  Silas  D.  Harrington,  who  held  the  office  till  1857.  Otis  Pierce  was  the 
next  incumbent,  and  was  followed  in  ISGl  b}'^  Nathaniel  Clark  the  pi-es^nt 
postmaster. 

In  the  war  of  Rel^ellion,  Paxton  contributed  seventy-four  men,  two  of  whom 
were  commissioi:ed  officers,  besides  eisrht  citizens  of  the  town  who  enlisted 
elsewhere.  The  first  town  meeting,  in  reference  to  the  war,  was  held  on  July 
2G,  18G2,  when  it  was  voted  to  give  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  ten  dollan 
to  each  volunteer,  not  exceeding  ten  in  number.  On  August  9,  the  bounty  was 
increased  eighty-five  dollars.  On  December  8,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to 
pay  a  bounty  of  on^  hundred  and  ten  dollars  for  nine  months  volunteers,  and, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  dollars  to  those  who  entered  the  service  for  three  years. 

On  June  22,  18G4,  the  town  voted  to  give  each  volunteer  for  three  years, 
one  hundred  and  twentv-five  dollars.  Of  those  who  volunteered  in  behalf  of 
the  town  fifteen  died  while  in  service.     Of  those  who  enlisted  elsewhere  three 


198  TOWN  OF  PAXTON. 


died,  making  in  all  twenty  citizens  ci  Paxton  who  lost  tiieir  lires  in  the  canee 
of  freedom  and  equal  rights. 

In  1871,  a  granite  shaft  was  erected  on  the  common  to  the  memory  of  the 
fallen,  and  bears  these  names :— Samuel  G.  Osland,  George  O.  Peiroe,  John 
D.  Peirce,  Hollis  H.  Howe,  Charles  A.  Harrington,  Walter  Shaw,  Hezekiah 
Sargent,  George  B.  Hubbard,  Samuel  W.  Stratton,  Geor<;e  W.  Brown,  Hiram 
N.  Parkburst,  John  S.  Pratt,  Darid  W.  Pratt,  Nathan  A.  Munroe,  Henry  A. 
Brown,  Daniel  Cummings,  Solomon  B.  Alaynard,  John  S.  Mills,  Alvin  S. 
Nichols,  Edward  E.  Munroe,  James  D/  Butler. 

The  centennial  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Paxton  was 
celebrated  on  June  14,  1865.  The  Hon.  George  W.  Livermore  of  Canibric^e 
delivered  an  historical  address,  the  Bcv.  John  F.  Bigelow,  D.  D.,  of  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y.,  made  an*oration,  and  Mr.  George  Garduer  Phipps  of  Paxton  read 
a  poem.  ' 

The  f«illowing  have  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court: — Adam 
Smith,  1776,  '84-5,  '87;  Phineas  Moore,  1780;  Adam  Maynard,  1781-2; 
Hezekiah  Ward,  1786;  Nathaniel  Crocker,  1806,  '08-9,  '11,  '13,  '16;  M.  B. 
Livermore,  1810;  Ebenczer  Estabrook,  1811;  David  Davis,  Jr.,  1814; 
Samuel  Harrington,  1821  ;  Tyler  Goddard,  1829-30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '34,  '35,  '37, 
'39;  Artemas  Howe,  1838;  David  Harrington,  1840;  Gains  Conant,  1841,  '42, 
'43 ;  Samuel Ilamngton,  1849-50 ;  Simon  G.  Harringfon,  1854 ;  Dnvid  G.  Davis, 
1856 ;  Balph  E.  Bigelow,  1858 ;  William  Mulligan,  1861,  '70 ;  John  C.  Bigelow, 
1866. 

The  lion.  George  W.  Livermore  of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  a  native  of  the  town, 
was  graduated  at  Harvard  University,  entered  the  law  and  was  skilled  in  bis 
profession. 

The  Bev.  John  F.  Bigelow,  D.  D.,  a  native  of  Paxtoa  is  entitled  to  honor- 
able mention  in  its  history.  He  was  born  at  the  Bigelow  homestead  in  the 
year  1818 ;  was  graduated  at  Brown  University  and  Theological  Seminary ; 
entered  the  ministry  and  attained  eminence.  Dr.  Bigelow  is  principal  of  the 
Athencum  Seminary  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  He  is  chiefly  noted  for  his  wide 
scholarship  and  high  character. 

Dr.  Andrew  J.  Howe  was  born  in  Paxton  on  April  14, 1826 :  was  graduated  at 
Harvard  University  in  1853,  and  studied  medicine  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Philadelphia.  Dr.  Howe  is  professor  of  surgery  in  the  Eclectic  Medical  Institute 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.     Ho  id  known  as  the  author  of  several  works  on  surgery. 

Statistics :  — Area  8.541  acres;  population,  1790,  558 ;  1800,  582;  1820, 
613;  1850,  820;  1860,  725;  1875,600;  polls,  184;  volei-s,  159;  families, 
115;  dwellings,  140;  farms,  76;  acres  cultivated,  1,619;  acreage  of  farms, 
7,619 ;  cows,  285  ;  sheep,  23  ;  horses,  148  ;  value  of  farm  property,  $287,632 ; 
value  of  agricultural  products,  $69,610 ;  value  of  personal  estate,  $42,669 ; 
value  of  real  estate,  $239,890 ;  total  valuation,  $282,559 ;  rate  of  taxation, 
$11  per  $1,000.    The  town  is  free  from  debt. 
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CHAPTER  I.  ,      . 

THE  oniGIXAL  PLAXTAtlOK  —  PIKST  SETTLERS  —  IJfDlAJT  RELATIONS — ^.IXCOB- 
POEATION  OF  THE  TOVTS — ^VPPnOACU  OF  THE  REVOJiUTION  —  GROXtTU  AND 
VIGOR  OP  THE  COMMUXITY  —  LIBERAL  SPIRIT  —  EARNEST  PATRIOTISM  —  tW^ 
LATER  WARS  —  RERELLTON   RECORD. 

The  present  lerritory  of  tbo  town  of  Petersiham,  incluilinpf  the  portion  set  off 
to  form  part  of  tbo  town  of  Dana,  embracing  ratber  morei  than  six  miles  square, 
was  {irautcd  to  seventy-one  persons,  who  I)eCamo  proprietors  in  this  plantation 
in  April,  1733.  It  was  called,  until  it  was  incorporated  a  town,  Nichewaug. 
Thomas  Farmer,  Henry  Coull)iirn,  Jonathan  Farrar,  Samuel  Shaddock,  Samuel 
Trull  (sometimes  written  Terril),  Jacob  Corey,  Joshua  Webster,  Abiel  Foster, 
Samuel  Tarboi  were  admitted  among  the  proprietors,  although  not  petitioners, 
and  among  the  petitioners  Edward  Ilartwcll,  Joseph  Wright,  Joseph  Wheol- 
ock,  Robert  Phelps,  atul  Jonathan  Houghton,  Jr.,  were  excluded  from  be- 

coming  grantees.     The  petition  reads  as  follows :  — 

* 

"  To  Ills  Excellency  Jonathan  Beldier  Esq^  Captain  General  &  Chwernour  in  ClUef  In 
Jb  OoerJIis  Mojeatis  Province  of  the  MuBsacIiusetts  Buy^  the  Ilon^  the  Council  Jb  £ep* 
resentaiices  In  Gen^^  Court  assembled  at  Boston  April  tlie  5^  1738 : 

^^Tho  memorial  of  John  Bennct  &  Jeremiah  Pcrloy  for  themselves  and  the  Rcste  of 
the  per^ns  whose  Names  ai*e  hereunto  subscribeil :  Humbly  Shon-elh  Tbat  whereas 
3'our  memorialists  In  the  month  of  January  1731  &  at  the  Beginning  of  this  present 
session ;  viz..  In  May  laste  Severally  prefcred  their  Petishons  or  memorials  to  your 
Exccl<=y  &  Honours  scting  forth  the  Hardship  <&  DifDcult  marches  they  underwent  os 
volunteers  under  the  Comand  of  the  Late  Cap^«  Lovcll  &  Cap*®  White  after  the  Inden 
Enemy  and  Into  their  Countrey  &  praying  In  consideration  thereof  to  be  favoured  with 
the  Grant  of  a  township  &  as  by  the  several  Petishons  aforesaid  will  full}'  aper  unto 
which  the  memorialistes  would  Refer,  &  Inasmuch  as  Nothing  has  Ben  acticd  or  Done 
thareon  for  the  BenlGt  of  the  memorialists  by  3'our  Excellency  /k  Honours  They  arc 
therefore  Nesesitated  once  more  to  apley  to  your  ELXCcUcncy  &  Honours  Humbly  praying 
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that  yoa  will  be  pleased  to  take  the  Cose  of  the  inemorialUts  into  joar  wise  and  (3^ 
doas  CoDstderation  that  so  their  former  petishons  may  be  Received  &  Reconsidered  dt 
that  they  may  meet  with  Such  Due  Encouragement  for  their  Paste  Sarris  by  the  favour 
of  j'cur  Excellency  &  Honours  as  to  have  the  Grant  of  a  township  of  six  miles  square 
in  the  unappropriated  Lands  of  Province  thay  being  a  comptent  Nttmbcr  for  such  a  set- 
tlement ; — &  the  place  which  they  are  Desirous  to  settle  on  if  it  he  your  Excellency  dt 
Honours  Piesuro  is  situated  In  the  Western  parte  of  this  Province  beginning  six  miles 
from  Rutland  northweste  Comer  to  the  westward  therof  db  Running  to  the  wcstwanl  six 
miles  6i  bounding  southerly  on  Rutland  Township  which  will  leave  and  well  accommo- 
date the  settlers  for  a  town  between  this  &  the  Narowgauset  townshiii  your  memorial- 
ists being  varry  willing  &  desirous  to  be  subject  to  such  Conditions  Rules  &  Restric- 
tions in  their  settlement  as  3'our  Excellency  and  Honours  shall  see  meet  &  as  in  Duty 
bound  shall  ever  pray  &c.^ 

Then  follow  the  signatures. 

The  proprietors  numbered  seventy-one,  and  seventy-two  after  the  minister 
settled  upon  bis  division,  but  be  did  not  arrive  until  1738.  Very  fciv  of  these 
original  proprietors  settled  in  the  plantation  of  Nichewaug.  In  1750  the  names 
of  forty-seven  of  the  sixty-one  families  then  actually  settled  in  town,  are  given 
in  a  report  to  the  General  Court,  and  the  name  of  Joseph  Willson  alone  appears 
on  the  list  of  first  proprietors.  The  conditions  of  the  grant  require^  only  sixty 
families  to  be  settled  on  the  granted  territory  within  three  years,  and  the  priv- 
ilege of  postponing  actual  settlement  beyond  the  period  of  three  years  was  con- 
ferred for  a  pecuniary  consideration,  paid  into  the  proprietors^  treasury.  Ruv. 
E.  B.  Willson,  in  bis  able  address  in  commemoration  of  the  one  hundredth  anni- 
Tcrsary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  says :  — 

^^  A  traditiOki  exists  that  Joseph  Willson  built  the  first  house  in  town,  near  the  pres- 
ent residence  of  Mr.  David  C.  Page ;  and  I  believe  the  tradition  sometimes  adds  he  was 
the  first  white  man  who  spent  a  winter  here.  If  Mr.  Simeon  Houghton,  who  settled  on 
irbat  is  known  as  the  Charles  Wilder  Place,  was  not  here  as  early  as  Mr.  Willson,  he 
certainly  was  not  much  behind  him.  And,  if  Mr.  Willson  did  really  preceile  Mr. 
Houghton,  there  is  traditional  evidence  that  Mrs.  Houghton  was  not  preceded  by  Mrs. 
Willson,  or  by  any  other  of  her  own  sex,  in  the  new  settlement.  The  tradition  runs 
that  Madame  Houghton,  albeit  not  the  possessor  of  a  well-favored  countenance,  was 
gifted  with  a  genial  disposition  ;  and  that  she  used  to  sa}*,  in  the  post  meridian  of  her 
life,  shaking  her  head  significantly  at  the  fairest  of  the  maidens  around  her,.  ^  Take  no 
airs;  I'd  have  you  know,  that  the  time  Avas  when  I  was  acknowledged,  without  dispute, 
to  be  the  handsomest  woman  in  the  town  *  —  that  time  having  been  when  there  wa^  yet 
no  woman  in  the  town  besides  Mrs.  Houghton  herself." 

Occasionally,  the  plantation  of  Nichcwaug,  in  old  records,  is  called  Volun- 
teerstown,  or  Voluntown,  being  granted  to  the  volunteers  who  marched  **  un- 
der the  Comaud  of  the  Lale  Cap'®  Lovell  &  Cap^  White  after  the  ludcu 
Enemy  and  Into  their  Couutrcy.''  It  is  to  the  great  credit  of  the  pioneers  of 
^I'icbewaug  that  they  paid  the  Indians  for  nil  their  rights  and  interests  they 
claimed  to  bave  in  the  lands  granted  by  the  General  Court  to  tho  proprietors. 
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This  plantutioii  novor  stiflercd  from  an  attack  by  the  ludians.  Peter  Whitney, 
a^ithor  of  a  History  of  Worcester  Couuty,  published  iu  1793,  was  Iho  second 
sou  and  child  of  Aaron  Whitney,  who  was  ordained  minister  of  the  Plantation 
of  Xichewaug  in  December,  1738.  Peter  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in 
1762,  and  was  ordained  pastor  of  the  First  Church  in  Norlhl)orough,  Nov.  4, 
1768,  where  he  died  suddenly  Feb.  29,  1816.     Whitney  saj's:  — 

'■ 
"The  original  proprietors  being  some  of  them  wealthy  and  enterprising,  they  encour- 
aged and  drove  on  the  settlement  of  this  then  infant  plantation,  although  there  wer^  no 
settled  towns  nearer  than  Lancaster  on  the  cast,  and  Rutland  to  the  sputh-east,  and 
Drookfield  to  the  south,  except  a  few  new  settlers  in  Lambstown,  now  Hardwick.  But 
the  land  being  excellent,  divers  persons  soon  began  to  work  upon  lots ;  the  proprietors 
built  a  meeting-house,  and  so  early  as  the  year  1738  they  contracted  with  and  settled  a 
minister  for  the  inhabitants,  and  who  was  supported  by  them  until  its  incorporation. 

"  Although  the  prospects  from  the  soil  were  very  promising,  and  settlers  moved  in 
fast,  yet  they  laboured  under  many  and  exceeding  great  disadvantages,  being  thcnso 
remote  from  any  white  people,  from  whom  they  could  procure  the  necessaries  of  life,  or 
derive  any  aid  or  support.  While  in  its  infancy,  and  struggling  for  life,  a  French  war 
broke  out,  and  the  Indians,  being  always  in  the  interest  of  the  French,  they  becamo 
hostile,  and  began  to  commit  depredations  in  various  parts  of  the  land,  which  pcca- 
sioned  the  few  inhabitants  great  fear  and  danger,  obliging  them  to  build  forts  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  town,  round  certain  houses,  into  each  of  which  a  number  of  families 
moved  for  safety  and  defence,  and  soldiers  were  stationed  there  as  a  guard  to  ttie  in- 
habitants, and  to  reconnoitre  the  country.  The  people  used  to  labor  on  their  lands  in 
small  parties,  changing  work  with  one  another,  having  their  guns  by  them,  and  these, 
also,  they  were  for  a  long  time  obliged  to  carry  with  them  whenever  they  went  to  the 
house  of  God  for  religious  worship,  and  also  to  place  sentinels  at  the  doors." 

No  £tttack  was  however  ever  made,  and  no  white  person  was  ever  known  to 
be  killed  by  the  Indians  in  Nichcwaug.  After  peace  was  estal>lisbed  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  the  plantation  increased  rapidly  in  population,. and 
was  incorporated  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  town,  April  20,  1754^ 
receiving  tho  name  of  Petersham.  There  is  no  other  town  or  city  in  the 
United  States  by  the  same  name.  This  one  was  probably  named  from  Petei*- 
sham  in  England,  a  small  parish  situated  in  the  County  of  Surrey,  about  seven 
miles  south-west  by  west  from  London.  **  In  the  vicinity  of  this  place  are  many 
elegant  villas,  particularly  Petersham  Lodge,  formerly  the  residence  of  the 
Duko  of  Clarence." 

Tho  first  town  meeting  in  Petersham  was  held  on  the  19th  of  August,  1754. 
Deacon  Isaac  Ward,  Joshua  Willard,  John  Wilder,  James  Clemence  and 
Joseph  Willson,  constituted  the  first  board  of  selectmen ;  Joshua  Willard  was 
elected  town  clerk,  and  Jonas  Farnsworth,  treasurer.  From  tho  period  of 
the  incorporation  of  the  town  to  the  time  when  Revolution  and  Independence 
were  believed  by  a  large  portion  of  the  people  of  Massachusetts,  to  bo  not  only 
probable  bul(  possible,  the  inhabitants  of  Petersham  were  no  idle  spectators  of 
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tbU  great  **  preparation  time.''   An  anecdote,  which  vividly  illustrates  the  spirit 
of  the  Petersham  patriots,  is  given  by  Willaou :  — - 

*^  Early  in  17G8  the  Massachasctts  House  of  Representatives,  after  having  voted  an 
address  to  the  King  on  the  subject  of  their  grievances,  in  terms  which  were  deemed 
offensive  by  the  government,  were  required  to  rescind  their  action.  The  vole  on  re- 
scinding stood  seventeen  in  the  aflirmative  to  ninety-two  in  the  negative.  Of  course 
the  stauncli  ninety^wo^  who  woold  not  take  back  their  own  words  at  the  royal  mandate, 
were  every  wliere  applauded  revolutionists,  and  the  seventeen  who  were  ready  to  comply 
were  as  vehemently  denounced.  The  ^  Sons  of  Liberty,'  as  they  styled  tlicroselves  in  this 
town,  met  on  the  20th  of  September,  17G8,  to  dedicate  a  tree  to  the  Goddess  of  Liberty. 
Having  selected  a  thrifty  young  elm,  they  Oi*st  cut  off  seventeen  i)oorer  l>ranclics,  Icav* 
ing,  as  they  asserted,  niuety-two  remaining.  The  tree  was  then,  with  some  ceremony, 
consecrated  to  liberty;  and  the  seventeen  amputated  limbs  were  consigned  to  the 
flames,  the  famous  ^  Song  of  Liberty,'  which  began,  — 

*  Come  join  hand  in  hand,  brave  Americans  all. 
And  rouse  your  l)oId  hearts  at  fair  liberty's  call ; 
No  tyrannous  acts  shall  suppress  your  just  claim. 
Or  stain  with  dishonor  Americans  name,* 

being  sung  to  the  tune  ^  Hearts  of  Oak.'  ** 

The  growth  of  Nichcwaug,  in  everything  that  goes  to  make  up  the  prosperity 
of  the  English-speaking  race,  was  very  successful,  from  the  time  in  1734,  when 
the  proprietors  voted  to  confer  upon  Capt.  Jonas  Ilougbtou  valuable  priv- 
ileges as  a  proprietor,  and  pay  him  a  sum  of  money  ''  for  making  the  road  so 
feasible  —  from  Lancaster,  along  on  the  North  side  of  Wachusett,  to  the  meeting 
of  the  other  path,  that  goes  from  aforesaid  Lancaster,  along  on  the  South  side 
:Wachusett,-»-a3  to  carry  comfortably,  with  four  oxen  four  barrels  of  cider  at 
once,"  to  the  incorporation  of  the  town  in  175 1. 

For  the  next  twenty  years,  the  town  steadily  increased  in  population  and 
wealth ;  had  good  schools,  avcII  cultivated  farms  ;  the  Congregational  church  ; 
their  town  mcotiugs,  and  were  happy,  prosperous,  and  upon  every  subject,  save 
one,  quite  harmonious.  Tho  votes,  as  recorded  in  the  town  meetings  held 
during  these  years  of  momentous  interest,  give  us  thp  key  to  the  no  uncertain 
voice  of  the  inhabitants  of  Petersham  upon  tho  gi*cut  question  of  the  Revolu- 
tion. The  heroes  of  tho  town  were  among  the  very  first  to  enlist,  and  many 
names  are  found  in  the  regiment  of  minute-raen  commanded  by  Col.  Epbruim 
Doolittle,  who  marched  from  hero  with  bis  troops  on  the  lOtb  of  April,  1775, 
and  was  stationed  at  Cambridge. 

August,  1774,  the  town  voted  to  devise  the  most  wise,  prudent,  virtuous 
and  spirited  ways  and  means  for  the  saving  of  our  free  Constitution  from 
destruction,  by  tho  late  alarming  acts  of  Parliament.  Voted  to  grant  the 
townV  proportipn  of  the  money  for  the  support  of  our  Provincial  Committee  of 
Congress.     September  13,  voted  to  raise  two  companies  of  miniitc-mcn,  of  fifty 
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men  each,  exclu&irc  of  officcrsl     December  13,  voted  that  the  town  will  not 
bargain  with,  or  employ  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney  to  preach  for  them  any  longer. 

Jan.  2,  1775,  a  list  of  fourteen  Tories  is  given,  followed  by  a  recommenda- 
tion "to  every  well  wisher  of  American  Liberty  to  break  off  all  commercial 
connection  with  any  and  every  such  person,  until  they  will  make  public  recan* 
tation  of  their  doings  as  aforesaid.** 

January  30,  voted  that  the  committee  of  inspection  be  directed  to  make 
entries  of  all  persons  who  may  trade  with  the  fourteen  persons  under  censure, 
and  that  they  report  the  particular  circumstances  of  any  such  commerce,  that 
the  town  may  order  their  names  published,  if  they  see  cause.  April  12,  voted 
to  warn  every  male  inhabitant,  from  sixteen  yeai*s  old  and  upward,  to  meet  at 
the  meeting-house,  with  arms  and  ammunition,  on  Monday  next,  at  9  a.  m.    ■ 

May  24,  voted  unanimously,  that  the  town  will  not  hire  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whit- 
ney to  preach  any  longer,  and  that  he  is  dismissed  from  any  further  services 
as  a  minister  of  the  gospel  in  this  town.  Chose  a  committee  of  ten  to  see  that 
the  public  worship  on  the  next  Lord*s  Day,  and  all  future  worship,  be  not 
disturbed  by  any  person  or  persons  going  into  the  desk,  but  such  as  shall  bo 
authorized  and  endorsed  by  the  town  committee  • 

The  first  town  meeting  not  warned  in  the  name  of  his  majesty,  the  English 
king,  was  held  on  the  17th  of  July,  nearly  a  year  before  the  Declaration  of 
Independence.  At  this  time  the  selectmen  ''requested  the  Constable  to  \nim 
and  notify  the  freeholders,  and  other  inhabitants  that  have  estiito  of  freehold 
in  land  of  (the  value  of)  forty  shillings  per  annum,  or  other  estate  to  the 
value  of  forty  pounds  sterling." 

In  May  following,  the  voice  of  the  town  was  heard  still  more  distinctly, 
when  a  meeting  was  called  on  the  27th  of  that  month,  *'to  see  if  the  inhabi- 
tants will  instruct  their  Representative  to  infoi*m  the  Great  and  General  Codrt 
of  this  Province,  that  they  stand  ready,  and  are  fully  determined,  to  support 
the  Continental  Congress  with  their  lives  and  fortunes,  on  condition  they  should 
declare  the  American  Colonies  independent  of  corrupt  and  arbitrary  Great 
Britain."    This  passed  in  the  affirmative  with  but  one  dissenting  vote. 

March  5,  1776,  chose  Col.  Doolittle,  Samuel  Gates,  Col.  Groat,  Ephraim 
Stearns,  Daniel  Hastings,  Elisha  Flagg  and  Joseph  Gleason,  a  committee  to 
manufacture  saltpetre  and  sulphur.  July  4,  voted  that  £20  be  paid  to  each 
soldier  at  the  time  of  his  appearing  well-equipped  for  service. 

July  26,  it  was  voted  that  each  soldier  who  enlists  for  the  northern  army, 
shall  receive  the  additional  bounty  of  six  i>ouuds.  September  6,  voted  not  to 
tax  the  soldiers  who  enlisted  into  the  Continental  service. 

September  30,  voted  to  established  a  small-pox  hospital  at  the  house  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Rogers.  Also  voted  that  thiiiy-nine  pounds  be  granted  as  a  bounty 
to  the  lately  drafted  soldiers. 

April  4,  1777,  voted  twenty-four  pounds,  as  a  bounty  to  each  soldier  that 
enlists  into  the  Continental  service. 
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October  13,  Totcd  to  procure  kettles  fur  the  manufuctore  of  salt ;  and  to 
bring  anotber  batch  of  four  Tories  to  trial  as  eaemies  of  their  country's  liber- 
ties. 

Jan.  27,  1778,  voted  that  the  town  provide  for  families,  when  the  head  of 
the  house  is  absent  in  the  Continental  service. 

'  April  8,  voted  that  the  sclcctoicn  provide  clothing  for  the  Continental  sol- 
diers, and  charge  the  cost  to  the  town.  Also  voted,  that  the  committee  consist- 
ing of  Capt.  Asa  Howe,  Capt.  Wing  Spooncr,  Lieut.  Epbniim  Stearns,  Lieut. 
Park  Hullund  and  David  McLallen,  hire  soldiers  for  the  Continental  army,  and 
draw  their  p:iy  from  the  town  treasury. 

May  8,  voted  to  raise  two  thousand  pouud  to  hire  soldiers  into  the  Conti-. 
ncntai  service. 

July  7,  voted  and  granted  the  sum  of  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  pounds  fourteen  shillings  to  equalize  the  past  services  of  the 
soldiers  in  the  present  war. 

July  7,  1771),  voted  to  raised  six  thousand  pounds  to  pay  soldiers. 

Sept;  4,  1780,  granted  fiHy-threo  thousand  pounds  be  raised  for  paying 
soldiers  hired  by  the  town. 

'October  28,  Rev.  Solomon  Seed  was  settled  with  a  salary  of  one  hundred 
pounds  a  year,  which  sum  was  guaranteed  to  have  the  purchasing  power 
sufficient  to  pay  for  six  hundred  and  sixty-six  and  two-thirds  bushels  of  Indian 
corn. 

Oct.  12,  1780,  chose  a  committee  of  three  to  purchase  beef  for  the  army. 

'With  the  record  of  these  votes  before  us,  wo  may  safely  assert  that  few  if 
any  towns  in  the  Commoawealth,  went  into  the  Revolutionary  struggle  with 
more  patriotism,  pluck  and  earnestness  than  Petersham.  The  pledging  of 
their  lives  and  fortunes  were  not  idle  words.  Did  space  permit,  it  would  be 
pleasant  to  gives  the  names  of  that  group  of  sturdy  men,  who  came  to  the 
front  in  the  hour  of  trial,  stood  firmly  up  to  the  ta»k  and  never  fainted  or 
faltered. 

During  all  the  rough  and  costly  discipline,  they  never  neglected  the  church 
or  cTchools,  or  most  of  all,  the  welfare  of  the  country.  They  poured  out  men 
and  money  for  the  cduse  like  water;  combated  the  small-pox;  manufactured 
salt,  sulphur  and  saltpetre;  sent  horses,  beef,  pork  and  clothing  to  the  Conti- 
nental army ;  sat  down  on  the  Tories  heavily ;  and  then  built  a  new  meeting- 
house directly  after  the  war. 

The  state  of  political  feeling  in  Petersham,  at  the  time  of  and  previous  to 
the  war  of  1812,  was  more  evenly  divided  between  the  Federalists  and  Demo- 
crats than  in  most  towns  of  this  section  of  the  country,  many  of  the  people 
being  in  favor  of  that  war,  and  ardent  supporters  of  the  government  in  the 
vigorous  prosecution  of  the  same.  Of  the  measures  adopted  by  the  town  at 
this  time,  we  have  no  authentic  account,  as  the  records  of  the  town  during  all 
these  events  have  been  destroyed  by  fii*e. 


SHARP  PRACTICE.  205 


Tho  following  anecdote  will  serve  to  ilUistrate  the  division  among  the  people 
of  the  town  as  regards  their  politics  at  that  time.  Sometime  during  tho  war 
of  1812,  at  tho  March  meeting  three  Democratic  and  two  Fcdcnilist  selectmen 
bad  been  chosen,  and  the  former  were  going  home,  satisfied  with  the  resnlt,but 
by  a. little  diplomacy  practiced  on  the  part  of  the  Federalists,  ngents  were 
stationed  at  the  doors,  who  invited  the  Federalists  in  a  whisper  to  remain  a 
while  longer,  while  the  Democrats  were  permitted  to  go  home  without  let  or 
hindrance.  When  the  house  was  suf&ciently  cleared  of  the  Democrats  to  make 
it  safe*,  a  party  arose  (it  niight  perhaps  be  termed  a  ** Federal  trick  "),  and  said : 
"The  law  allows  us  seven  selectmen,"  and  after  a  motion  to  that  eCTert  the  house 
proceeded  to  choose  them.  '*  The  situation  "  was  immediately  discovered  by  the 
few  Democrats  remaining,  and  vigorous  measures  were  taken  to  get  back  the 
absent  ones.  A  man  noted  for  his  carefulness  of  his  horses,  and.  having  two 
of  them  present,  despatched  young  men  on  his  pet  animals  after  voters,  with 
the  unparalleled  instructions,  '^Don't  let  the  gniss  grow  under  their  feet.**  The 
absentees  were  brought  back  one  at  a  time ;  and  to  the  oft-repeated  question, 
*' Arc  tho  votes  all  in?"  came  the  response,  "Np,**  and  at  a  moderate  and  inde- 
pendent pace  another  returned  voter  marched  up  and  put  in  his  ballot. 

The  result  was  the  election  of  two  more  Democratic  selectmen.  One  man 
was  prosecuted  for  putting  in  two  votes,  but  the  charge  was  not  proved.  Another 
for  profanity,  in  saj'ing,  after  the  meeting,  ^  We've  beaten  the  d — d  Ffid^.^ . 
The  judge  at  AVorccster  said  of  the  latter  case,  "  We  must  not  draw  the  lines, 
too  sharp  while  political  feeling  is  so  intense."  Oliver  Clapp  came  honje  from 
New  Bedford,  where  he  was  at  work,  to  vote.  On  his  return  he  spent  the 
night  at  Bellingham,  and  told  the  story  of  the  election  at  bis  home.  Next 
morning,  on  offering  to  pay  his  bill,  the  landlord  refused  the  pay,  and  said  his 
report  of  that  town  meeting  was  liberal  pay  for  his  entertainment.  This  nnee- 
dote  wo  have  from  the  grandson  of  the  man  who  was  so  careful  of  his  hor9es9 
and  any  one  wlio  knows  the* man,  will  desire  no  other  authentication. 

The  history  of  Petersham  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  needs  no  eulogy  from 
our  pen,  for  the  records  of  those  days  show  the  patriotic  feelings  which  ani- 
mated the  citizens  of  this  grand  old  town,  while  the  blood  sprinkled  upon  the 
battle-fields  of  Port  Hudson,  Ball's  Bluff,  Antietam  and  Petersburg  attests  the 
sacrifice  offered  upon  our  country's  altar  by  the  sons  of  Petersham.  At  a  town 
meeting  held  May  1,  18G1,  the  voters  of  the  town  took  the  following  action  :— 

^^  Resolved^  That  the  Town  Treasurer  be  authorized  to  borrow  a  sum  of  money  not 
exceeding  three  thousand  dollars,  to  be  expended,  in  whole,  or  in  part  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Selectmen  for  the  purpose  of  providing  uniforms  for  a  military  company^, 
and  supporting  the  families  of  those  volunteers,  who  may  be  called  into  the  service  of 
the  State  or  United  States,  and  that  the  Selectmen  be  authorized  to  pay  one  dollar  per 
day  to  VoluDteers  after  they  are  enrolled,  organized  andtceepted  by  the  State,  fortb^lr 
services  in  drilling.'' 

At  this  time  there  were  in  the  town  one  hundred  and  eighty-eight,  persons 
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liable  to  enroltnoot  for  military  duty,  and  the  BebcIIion  record  at  the  cloae  of 
the  war,  showed  that  there  had  been  one  hnndred  and  eeventy-eetcn  enlbt- 
ments  on  liohalf  of  the  town.  Tho  £ict  that  the  total  numlier  of  enlietments 
•o  nearly  reached  the  nnmlicr  enrolled  is  indeed  remarkable. 

The  appropriations  nuide  by  the  town,  subscribed  by  indiridnals,  and  paid 
by  drafted  men,  amounted  to  $i8,U95.40.  Of  this  amount  only  $3,663.50 
was  refunded,  leaving  as  the  cost  of  the  war  to  the  town,  the  sum  of  $15,- 
631.84. 

The  roll  of  tho  soldiers  dead,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  them,  are 
as  follows : — 

• 

Joseph  M.  Jackson,  killed  at  Port  Hudson,  June  14,  1863 ;  Charles  E.  Ball,  died 
fh>m  effects  of  wounds  at  New  Orleans,  June  20,  18G3 ;  Charles  F.  Hapgood,  died  at 
sea,  Aug.  8,  18G3 ;  John  F.  Dennison,  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  June  25, 18G3 ; 
Dwight  Lippitt,  died  at  Brashear  City,  La.,  June  1,  1803  ;  Wm.  11.  Mann,  died  at  New 
Iberia,  La.,  April  23,  18G3 ;  John  B.  Stercns,  died  at  Spencer,  Mass..  Sept.  4,  1863; 
Quincy  A.  Shepardson,  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Julj  27,  1803  ;  Austin  C.  Pamientor, 
died  at  IJ'emplcton,  Febrnarr,  1801 ;  Lauriston  W.  Simonds,  dlcil  at  Amherst,  Mass. ;. 
John  A.  Wilder,  died  at  Worcester,  Nov.  19,  1872 ;  Henry  Rathbum,  died  at  Monad 
City,  III.,  Sept  2,  1803 ;  Horatio  W.  Sanderson,  died  at  Columbus,  Ey.,  Dec.  2,  1862 ; 
Dwight  Ripley,  killed  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  25,  1803 ;  J.  Warren  Clark,  killed  at 
I^etersburg,  Va.,  Juno  1, 1804  ;  Frank  L.  Stowell,  died  at  Alexandria,  Va.,  Jan.  D,  1803 ; 
Charles  Brigliam,  died  from  effects  of  wounds  received  at  Antietam,  Sept.  11,  1803; 
Hoyt  Hale,  died  at  Washington,  Aug.  7,  1802 ;  Oliver  C.  Gates,  dieil  at  Grafton,  Mass., 
Feb.  20,  1805 ;  Calvin  C.  Barnes,  died  at  Petersham ;  Edward  Jackson,  died  at  Gard- 
ner, Mass. ;  Solomon  O.  Holman,  died  at  Greenwich,  Mass.,  April  4,  1872;  Ellis  P. 
Amsden,  died  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  Sept.  25,  1803;  Jacob  £.  Amsdcn,  died  iVom 
effects  of  wounds  received  on  the  Red  River  campaign.  Juno  3;  1804;  Zcbina  Cutler, 
died,  at  New  Orleans,  Aug.  9,  1802 ;  James  Forbes,  killed  at  Port  Hudson,  June  14; 
1803  ;  Charles  A*  Stone,  died  at  Now  Orleans,  Aug.  4,  1803 ;  Horace  F.  Pike,  died  at 
Port  Hudson,  June  13,  1803 ;  George  A.  Davis,  killed  at  Ball's  BluflT,  Va.,  Oct.  21,^ 
1801 :  Charles  £.  Johnson,  killed  at  New  Market,  Va.,  May  15,  1804;  Silas  Richard- 
so'n,  died  at  Andersonville,  Ga.,  Oct.  20, 1804 ;  George  H.  Holman,  died  at  Jacksonville, 
FE:,  Nov.  iO,  1804;  Edward  Arnold,  died  at  Boston,  Dec.  19,  1872;  Almond  Wil- 
liams,  died  at  Barre,  June  5,  1874  ;  Edward  Whitney,  died- at  Petersham,  July  1805 ; ' 
Joseph  Roe,  killetl  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  July  30,  1804. 

a' 

Also  the  following  have  died  within  the  >few  years  last  past :  Asa  F.  Ellis, 
George  W.  Jillson,  George  D.  Mason,  Henry  B.  Williams,  Jonas  Brown,  and 
Charlcs^mitb. 

The  ^regiments  to  which  most  of  the  soldiers  belonged  were  the  second,  third, 
thirty-fourth,  and  fifty-third.     Company  F\  fifty-third  regiment,  was  com-, 
manded  ji>y  Capt.  John  G.  Mudge,  and  the  soldiers  mostly  belonged  to  the 
towns  of  Petersham  and  Barre. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

RELIGIOUS  HISTORY  — '  MINISTERIAL  SUCCE8SIOX  —  DEXOMINATIONS  —  SCHOOLS 
—  STATISTICS — WORTHY  AND  NOTED  CITIZENS  —  LOCAL  NOTES  —  PHYSICAL 
FEATUSlES  AND  TOPOGRAPHY. 

The  religious  history  of  Petersham,  like  that  of  so  many  of  our  New  Eng* 
land  towns,  occupies  a  prominent  part  of  the  history  of  the  town.  •  '• 

As  early  as  17S3,  at  the  second  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Peterabaai,  it 
was  voted  to  build  a  meeting-house,  and  this,  although  not  complctccl  for 
several  years,  was  probably  far  enough  advanced  to  l>e  used  for  Sunday  wor- 
ship in  the  spring  of  1736,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  first  preaching  was  held 
in  the  month  of  May  of  that  year,  for,  on  the  IGth  of  June,  Mr.  Ephmim 
K^ith  was  paid  ^  fifty  shillings  a  day  for  three  days  preaching  past,"  and  a 
committee  was  chosen  to  hire  a  minister  for  one  year.  In  the  summer  of  ITSS, 
the  committee  Were  instructed  to  **treet  with  a  minister  in  order  for  n  settle- 
ment*" And  on  the  6th  of  September  of  that  year,  it  was  voted  at  a  proprie- 
tors' meeting  ''to  settle  an  Orthodox  minister  in  this  place."  Mr.  Aarop 
Whitney  was  chosen  as  the  minister,  and  received  as  a  settlement  a  proprietor's 
lot  with  £200  pounds  in  money,  and  an  annual  salary  of  £150.  The  church 
was  gathered  in  October,  1738,  and  consisted  of  fifteen  male  members.  Mr.* 
Whitney  was  ordained  in  December  of  that  year,  and  preached  acceptably  to 
his  people  until,  when  the  storm  of  the  approaching  Revolution  was  gathering, 
he  espoused  the  royal  cause,  and  in  his  sermons  and  prayers  inculcated  submis- 
sion to  King  George  III.  As  he  persisted  in  this  course,  at  length  the  poptila[r 
indignation  rose  to  such  a  pitch,  that  the  church  was  rent  with  dissensions,  and 
public  worship  was  neglected.  In  1774  he  was  dismissed  from  the  parish,  but 
refused  to  accept  his  papers,  and  by  the  vote  of  the  town,  Peter  Gore,  a  half- 
breed  Indian  was  stationed  at  the  meeting-house  door,  with  a  musket  to  keep 
the  Tory  preacher  from  entering.  He  afterwards  preached  at  his  own  bouse 
regularly,  to  those  who  sympathized  with  the  royal  cause,  and  claimed  to  be 
the  minister  of  the  town  up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  ITTS, 
in  the  sixty- sixth  year  of  his  age. 

The  second  minister  of  the  First  Church  was  Bcv.  Solomon  Reed,  who 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1775,  and  was  ordained  as  pastor  of  the  church 
in  Petersham,  Oct.  28,  1780.  He  is  represented  as  1>eing  a  man  of  **  superior 
mental  power,  and  of  great  independence  and  freedom  in  his  conduct  and 
m6des  of  expression.^  He  served  as  pastor  until  the  25th  of  June,  1800,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Festus  Foster,  who  was  ordained  as  pastlor  Jan.  13, 
1802,  and  dismissed  Nov.  26,  1817.  The  ministers  of  the  First  Chorch'since 
that  date  have  been  Rev.  Luther  Willson,  installed  June  23, 1819,  dismissed  Oct. 
18,  1834 :  Rev.  Geoi^oR.  Noyes  who  served  from  October,  1834  to  1841 ;  Rev. 
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Nathaniel  Gage,  iustallcil  Oct.  6,  1841,  dismissed  1845;  Bct.  Ephraim  N^iite, 
Jr.,  ordaineJ  Oct.  15,  1845,  dismissed  in  1848;  Rct.  Martin  W.  Willis, 
installed  May,  1848;  Bcv.  John  J.  Putnam,  installed  in  1852;  Rct.  Seth 
Saltmarsb,  Rev.  Daniel  F.  Guddard  and  Rev.  Thomis  D.  Howard.  Rev. 
Lyman  Clark,  the  present  pastor,  was  installed  Oct.  18,  1874. 

An  ecclesiastical  conncil  was  held  June  25,  1833,  which  resulted  in  the 
organiz:ition  of  the  present  Orthodox  church,  the  covenant  at  that  time 
being  signed  by  sixteen  persons.  The  pastors  of  the  church  have  lK*en  Rev. 
Mr.  Wolcott,  ordained  Octol>er,  1830,  and  dismissed  in  1833 ;  Rev.  Cdeb  H. 
Tracy,  installed  Juno  25,  1834 ;  Rev.  Columbus  Shumway,  instafled  Oct.  4, 
1837;  Rev.  Solomon  Clark,  installed  April  13,  1S41 ;  Rev.  A.  B.  Foster, 
installed  May  12,  1853 ;  Rev.  Luctcn  II.  Adams,  installed  Oct.  28,  1802,  and 
who  was  dismissed  Jan.  2,  18G5,  to  become  a  missionary  of  the  A.  B.  C.  for 
Foreign  Missions  in  Turkey.  Pastors  serving  since  that  have  been  Rev.  Charles 
Kendall,  Rev.  Mr.  Root,  Rev.  Wro.  Miller,  Rov.  Abijah  Stowell,  Rev.  Benj-i- 
mia  Obcr  and  Rev.  Charles  W.  Fifield ;  since  which  time  no  one  has  Ijeen 
ordained.  The  church  now  numbers  forty-seven  members.  Rev.  Elbridgo  \Y. 
Merritt  supplies  at  the  present  time. 

A  Baptist  church  was  in  existence  in  the  south-westerly  part  of  the  town 
during  the  Revolutionary  war ;  and  its  pastor.  Rev.  Samuel  Dennis,  was  ntf 
ardent  and  zealous  a  patriot  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Whitney  was  royalist.  Of  the 
date  of  its  organization  we  have  no  authentic  record,  but  the  society  continued 
for  several  years  after  the  Revolution,  when  the  meeting-house  was  moved  to 
Dana.  In  November,  1824,  a  branch  of  the  Baptist  church  of  Athol  was  formed 
in  Petersham,  and  for  several  years  regular  Sabbath-day  services  were  held. 

Tlio  present  Baptist  church  was  organized  in  iMay,  1849,  with  twenty-nine 
membei*s,  and  worshipped  during  a  portion  of  the  first  year  in  the  Methodist 
Chaiiel  which  they  rented.  They  then  purchased  the  meeting-house  built  by 
the  Univcrsalists,  which  is  their  present  house  of  worship.  Tbo  first  pastor 
was  Rev.  John  Shepardson,  who  served  the  church  for  twenty-three  years. 
He  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  T.  M.  Merriman,  who  labored  for  two  or  three 
years.  Other  preachers  have  been  Rev.  E.  C.  Anderson  and  Rev.  T.  P. 
Briggs.     They  have  now  no  settled  pastor. 

A  society  of  Univcrsalists  was  formed  in  1836  or  1837.  They  built  a  meet* 
ing-bouse',  and  bad  preaching  until  abotit  the  year  1849,  siuce  which  time  they 
have  had  none.  The  pastors  settled  over  this  chiirch  were  Rev.  Mr.  Willis 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Coolidge.  A  Methodist  society  was  also  organized  hero  al)out 
the  year  1848.  They  erected  a  small  chapel  and  had  preaching  for  five  or  six 
years.  Their  ministers  were  Rev.  Mr.  Dulton,  Rev.  Mr.  Clarke  and  Rev.  Mr. 
Goodwin. 

The  Shakers  appeared  in  Petersham  about  the  year  1783,  and  were  jf)ined 
by  some  of  tbo  men  of  wealth  and  inQuenco  in  the  town,  and  their  meetings 
were  attended  by  large  numbers.  They  did  not,  however,  establish  a  society  in 


EDUCATIONAL  AFFAIRS.-  209 

tbo  to%ra.     Tbo  opposition  of  the  people  to  thcin  at  length  arose  to  such  a 

■ 

pitch,  that  an  excited  mob  gathered  about  the  place  of  their  meeting,  and  vio* 
lently  attacked  them,  >vhen  it  is  said  that  Mother  Ann  Lee,  the  founder  of 
Shakerism,  who  was  present,  heroically  fought  ag:iinst  her  assailants*. 

The  latest  of  the  religious  organizations  of  the  town  is  that  of  tbo  **  Adonni 
Shomo!'  Corporation;  the  name  signifying  ""the  Lord  is  there."  This  is  the 
outgrowth  of  the  Advent  movements  from  1843  to  1860.  :. 

They  were  gathered  together  about  the  year  1860  into  one  family  by  Fred- 
eric T.  Howland,  who  until  his  death  in  1873,  continued  as  their  leader.  Their 
home,  with  two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  northerly  part  of  the  town,  was 
purchased  and  first  occupied  in  August,  1864.  The  corporation  was  organized 
under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts,  and  received  a  charter  therefrom  Jan.  1, 
1876.  L.  C.  Fuller  was  chosen  its  first  president,  which  office  he  resigned  in 
1877  and  was  succeeded  by  Asa  F.  Richards,  who  now  holds  the  office.  The 
object  of  this  peculiar  sect  may  best  be  expressed  in  its  articles  of  faith  and' 
union  to  bo  **  in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  spirit  of  the  Lord,  in  order 
to  illustrate  the  principles  of  our  faith  and  perform  our  duty  to  God,  the  world 
and  to  each  other,  and  to  form  a  more  perfect  union  in  liarmony  with,  and  for 
protection  by,  the  laws  of  the  State  under  which  we  live,  and  to  maintain  said 
objects  and  purposes  we  consecrate  our  possessions,  goods  and  labors,  to  tho 
common  uses  and  purposes  of  the  Brotherhooc)  of  the  Corporation."  During 
the  last  few  years  the  organization  has  been  disturbed  by  litigation. 

Petersham  from  her  earliest  days  has  provided  most  liberally  for  her  schools, 
and  the  large  number  of  her  sons  and  daughters  whom  shp  has  sent  out  to  the 
colleges  and  seminaries  of  the  laud,  and  who  have  gone  forth*  as  teachers,  or 
attained  prominent  positions  in  the  various  professions,  are  the  results  of  this 
liberal  policy.  The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  1874*5, 
shows  that  the  town  pays  a  larger  per  cent,  of  its  valuation  for  school  purposes 
than  a  majority  of  the  towns  of  either  the  State  or  county.  Among  the  earliest 
schoolmasters  were  Joel  Matthews,  Jedediah  Parker,  Dr.  Eleazar  Hartshorn, 
Nathan  Stone,  and  Ensign  Mann.  Maun  was  liberally  educated,  being  a  grad- 
uate of  Harvard  College  in  the  class  of  1764,  and  ardently  espoused  the  cause 
of  liberty,  being  the  only  person  of  education  whom  the  patriots  could  claim. 
Mr.  l^Iaun  came  to  Petersham  about  the  year  1767  and  commenced  teaching, 
which  he  continued  to  follow  all  his  life,  and  is  known  to  this  day  as  ^Master 
Mann."  In  1773  he  married  Miss  Alice  Whitney,  daughter  of  the  Tory 
preacher,  and  aftei*wards  favored  the  Tory  p.'^rtj',  but  took  no  active  part  in 
politics.  His  descendants  still  reside  in  Petersham  and  other  sections  of  the 
State. 

Population. — Colonial  census,  1776,    1,235;  United  States  census,    1790, 
-1,560;  1800,1,794;  1810,  1,490;  1820,  1,623;  1830,  1,696;  1840,1,775;. 
1850,  1,527  ;  1860,  1,465  ;  1870,  1,335 ;  State  ceusus,  1875,  1,203.    We  find 
•the  following  statistics  in  last  State  census:   whole  uumber  of  farms,  218; 
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total  acreago  in  farms,  20,632| ;  ralue  of  farms,  lands  and  bnildings,  $535,408; 
•  fruit  trees  and  vines,  $15,194;  domestic  animals,  $91,084;  agricultural  impio* 
ments  in  use,  $21,53G ;  total  value  of  farm  property,  $663,216 ;  number  of 
horses,  216;  milch  cows,  718;  oxen,  141;  sheep,  merino,  49;  other  8heq>, 
112;  marl  and  muck  I)cd  acreage,  19;  value,  $170;  sand  pits,  $50;  products 
of  mannfoctnres,  $31,961 ;  products  of  agriculture  and  mining,  $166,605 ;  total 
^nAiatipn,  $666,270 ;  total  products,  $198,566 ;  total  number  of  acres  of  land 
taxed,  23,507 ;  valuation  of  personal  property,  $149,011 :  valuation  of  real 
estate,  $517,259 ;  lumber,  value,  for  sale  and  use,  $8,600,  only  Dana  and  Lun- 
enburg in  the  county  producing  more  than  Pctcr^hnm ;  butter,  44,355  lbs.  for 
sale,  value,  $14,146 ;  24,032  lbs.  for  use,  value,  $8,239  ;  total  value,  $23,146; 
charcoal,  1,000  huRhels,  for  sale,  value,  $100 ;  cheese,  20,129  lbs.  for  sale,  value, 
$^,884;  7,403  lbs.  for  i!se«  value,  $1,047;  total  value,  $3,931 ;  cider,  gallons 
for  sale,  10.259,  value,  $907;  gallons  for  use,  22,967,  value,  $1,596;  total 
value,  $2,503;  firewood,  cords  for  sale,  1,666^  value,  $6,041 ;  cords  for  use, 
1,227,  value,  $3,059  ;  total  value,  $9,100 ;  apples,  8,996  bushels,  value,  $4,229 ; 
beef,  55,275  lbs.,  value,  $5,025;  eggs,  14,557  dozen,  value,  $3,801;  milk, 
gallons,  83,297,  value,  S3,945  ;  pork,  66,256  lbs.,  value,  $6,336 ;  hay,  English, 
3,340  tons,  value,  $51,999 ;  meadow,  508  tons,  value,  $4,881 ;  clover,  10  tons, 
value,  $130 ;  millet,  2  tons,  value,  $27 ;  total  value,  $57,037.  Number  of  polls, 
345 ;  naturalized  voters,  21 ;  total  number  of  voters,  326 ;  dwelling-houses, 
289;.  number  of  families,  301.  In  1879 — houses,  276;  horses,  273;  cows, 
724;  sheep,  199;  real  estate,  $447,702;  personal,  $113,144;  total  valuation, 
$610,844. 

liepresentatives. — John  Chandler,  1768;  Ephraim  Doolittle,  1773-4;  Jona- 
than Grout,  1775,  1779,1784,  1786,  1787;  Samuel  Peckham,  1787;  Park 
Holland,  1788-9 ;  Ruggles  Spoonor,  1790 ;  Daniel  Bigclow,  1791-2.  Records 
lost  by.  fire  from  1792  until  1817.  Asa  Pond,  1818;  Joel  Bryant,  1822  ^ 
irutchiiigs  Ilapgood,  1823  ;  Israel  Houghton^  1824;  Cyrus  Wadsworth,  1827; 
Joseph  Gallond,  1829-30  and  1832;  Micajah  Reed,  1829,  1832-33; 
Josiah  Wheeler,  1830  and  1849;  Aaron  Brooks,  1834-5;  Nahum  Gale, 
1836-37;  Cephas  Willard,  1835,  1838;  Scth  Ilapgood,  1837,  1840,  1849; 
Joseph  Brown,  1839;  Artemas  Bryant,  1839-40;  Asa  Clark,  1841;  Jonas 
Ilowe,  1845;  Elbridge  G.  Miller,  1846;  Lyman  Robinson,  1848;  George 
White,  1851,  1853;  Lewis  Whitney,  18r,2;  John  G.  Mudgc,  1856,  1858, 
1865;  Josiah  White,  1801;  Hudson  Tolman,  1862;  Stephen  D.  Goddard, 
1869,  1873 ;  Lyman  Clark,  1879. 

Senator  since  1855 :  John  G.  Mudgc,  1867-8.  Constitutional  Convention 
1853,  Seth  Ilapgood. 

Tov^n  C/erZ:^.— Joshua  Willard,  1754,  '58-60,  '63;  David  Sanderson,' 
1757, '61, '62,  ^64-67, '69-74,  76-80;  John  Chandler,- 1768, '89-92  ;  Jona-' 
than  Grout,  1775;  Wra.  Willard,  1781-4;  Park  Holland,  1785-6 ;  Wm, 
McCarty,  1787;    Samuel  Peckham,  1788;    i*ecords  lost;  Jared  Weed,  from 
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1817  to  and  incluaing  1S42;  Scth  Ilapgood,  1843,  John  L.  Gallond,  1S44-G; 
Lyman  E.  Sibley,  1847;  Cbas.  B.  Moscly,  1848;  Lewis  Whitney,  1369  to 
and  including  1874 ;  John  G.  Mudgc,  1875 ;  Lewis  E.  Whitney,  1876-8 ;  11. 
N.  Tower,  1879. 

The  following  native  inhabitants  of  Petersham  have  graduated  at  Harvard 
University:  —  Peter  Whitney,  A.M.,  class  of  1762;  born  Sept.  15,1744;  or- 
dained minister  at  Northborough  November,  1767  ;  died  at  Norlhborongh  Fcb^ 
29,  1816  ;  entered  college  when  thirteen  years  ten  months  old  ;  was  a  member  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Societ}' ;  son  of  Rev  Anrcm  Whitney;  March  11, 
1768,  married  Julia  Lambert  of  Reading.  Paul  Whitney,  A.  M. ,  class  of  1772 ; 
born  March  23, 1753  ;  lived  in  Westfield ;  died  at  Westfield,  March  9, 1795  ;  pHj*- 
sician  ;  son  of  Rev.  Aaron  Whitney ;  was  fifteen  years  four  months  old  when  bo 
entered  college.  Abel  Whitney,  A.  M.,  class  of  1773  ;  born  March  15*,  1756; 
died  at  Westfiekl,  1807  ;  received  degree  A.  M.  at  Harvard,  1777,  and  also  at 
Yalo,  1781.  William  Amherst  Barron,  A.  M.,  class  of  1787;  born  June  10, 
1769;  was  tutor  at  Harvard,  and  major  United  States  army;  died  at  JTow 
York,  Dec.  2,  1825,  in  his  fifty-eighth  year;  was  son  of  Capt.  William  Barren 
of  Petersham  ;  received  degree  of  A.  M.  1792.  John  Chandler,  A.  M.,  class 
of  1787;  born  July  18, .1767;  lived  in  Petersham;  died  at  Worcester  Insane 
Asylum,  Sipt.  21,  1846;  received  degree  A.M.  1794.  Richard  Whitney, 
A.  M.,  class  of  1787  ;  born  Feb.  23, 1767  ;  died  1806  ;  physician  ;  A.  B.  1789 ; 
A.M.  1792.  Samuel  Willard,  class  of  1803;  born  April  18,  1776;  A.  M; 
1810 ;  S.  T.  D.  1826,  and  A.  A.  S. ;  lived  and  ordained  at  Deerticld,  Sept.  23, 
1807  ;  died  at  Deerfield,  Oct.  8,  1859  ;  tutor  at  Bowdoin  College  ;  sonofWil- 
liam  and  Catharine  (Wilder)  Willard;  married  Susan,  daughter  of  Dr.  Joshua 
Baker.,  Nathaniel  Chandler,  A.  M.,  class  of  1792 ;  born  Oct.  6,  1773 ;  Ijvcd 
in  Lancaster;  died  at  Worcester  Insane  Asylum,  June  4,  1852.  Samuel 
Ward  Chandler,  class  of  1822.  Francis  Augustus  Brooks,  class  of  1842 ;  born 
May  23,  1824;  son  of  Aaron,  Jr.  and  Abby  (Morgan)  Brooks;  Sept.  14, 
1847,  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Caleb  Butler,  Esq. ;  began  the  practice  of 
law  in  his  native  town  in  1845 ;  removed  to  Boston  in  1S4S,  where  bo  has 
gained  distinction  in  his  profession.  John  Prooks,  class  of  1856;  born  April 
29,  1836;  son  of  Aaron,  Jr.  and  Martha  Amelia  (Willson)  Brooks. 

ThQ  following  native  inhabitants  have  graduated  from  Dartmouth  College : — 
Jonathan  Grout,  A.  M.,  class  of  1787  ;  born  Jan.  23,  1761 ;  son  of  Hon.  Jon- 
athan and  Sarah  (Page)  Grout;  died  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  March  12,  1820; 
lawyer;  practiced  law  at  Belchcrtown ;  afterwards  first  contractor  of  tele- 
graphs by  signals  in  this  country,  and  established  a  line  of  telegraphs  from 
Boston  to  Nantucket;  afterwards  removed  to  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  opened  a 
grammar-school.  Paul  Grout,  class  of  1793,  and  George  Grout,  the  most  cele- 
brated  athlete  of  his  day,  class  of  1795,  were  his  brothers.  Kev.  John  Jackson, 
class  of  1792;  born  July  16,  1771 ;  died  at  Broome,  Canada  East,  March  18, 
1844,  ogcd  seventy-two ;  studied  divinity  with  Rov.  Joel  Foster,  at  New  Saleniy 
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and  Rot.  Jiiclah  Nash  of  Montague ;  ordainccl  jmstor  of  Congregational  church  at 
Gill,  Jan.  10,  1798 ;  dismissed  from  Gill  Oct.  10, 1801 ;  then  went  to  Canada ; 
missionary  nt  Stukely,  Canada  East,  1801  to  1815 ;  then  removed  to  BroomOt 
Canada  East,  where  he  was  a  roagistnito  from  1830  until  his  death;  married 
nel>ecca,  daughter  of  Josiah  Rogers  of  Petersham,  1798.  William  Ward,  A.  M., 
class  of  1792 ;  bom  June  8,  17G7  ;  son  of  Elisha  and  Mary  (Raid win)  Ward ; 
died  at  Shutesbury  Dec.  10, 1827  ;  lawyer;  practiced  law  tit  Shutesburyall  hia 
life ;  married  Susannah  Sanderson,  of  Petersham,  1796.  Ilutchins  Hapgood^ 
class  of  1803 ;  born  Sept.  2,  1792 ;  son  of  Ilutchins  and  Elizabeth  (Grout) 
Hapgood ;  died  at  Petersham,  Juno  2,  1828,  aged  thirty-five ;  he  read  law  withr 
Maj.  John  Taylor,  of  Northampton,  from  Nov.  6,  1814,  to  July,  1815,  finish- 
ing the  course  at  Cavendish,  Vt.,  but  did  not  practice ;  became  a  merchant  in 
New  Yorlc  city;  never  married.  Rev.  Cyrus  Pitt  Grosvenor,  class  of  1818, 
son  of  Rev.  Daniel  and  Deborah  (Hall)  Grosvenor;  studied  divinity  at  Prince-' 
ton  Theological  Seminary,  New  Jersey  ;  was  pastor  of  Baptist  churches  in  New 
Haven,  Ct.,  Boston,  Salem  and  Sterling;  became  resident  of  McGrawville, 
N.  Y.    Moses  Gill  Grosvenor,  class  of  1822,  is  his  brother. 

The  above  is  obtained  from  **  Sibley's  MSS.**,  late  librarian  of  Harvard  Uni- 
versity, and  from  •*  Sketches  of  the  Alumni  of  Dartmouth  College,  by  Rev. 
George  T.  Chapman,  D.  D.'* 

We  find  among  the  graduates  of  Williams  College,  Daniel  Bigelow,  Jr.,  class 
of  1803 ;  physician  ;  settled  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  died  there  in  1826.  Lewis 
Bigelow,  brother  of  Daniel,  graduated  in  the  sarnie  class;  born  in  1785;  he 
studied  law,  and  succeeded  his  father  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  ;  he  rose  to 
so  much  distinction  that  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Seventeenth  Congress; 
he  afterwards  settled  in  Peoria,  III.,  and  died  there  in  1838,  aged  fifty-three 
years.  '  (iharles  Goddard,  class  of  1815 ;  son  of  Dea.  Joel  Goddard  ;  was  bom 
Sept.  7,/1790;  taught  school  in  Virginia;  became  editor  of  the  ** Family  Vis- 
itor,* a  religious  paper;  he  died  at  the  ago  of  forty-eight  years,  being  at 
the  tinip  prpfcssor-elect  of  mathematics  iii  Marietta  College,  Ohio.  Joel  S. 
Sanderson,  class  of  1850;  bom  Nov.  14,  1825;  married,  June  20,  1850,  Dolly 
Sophia  Osgood  of  Bemardston ;  became  a  large  farmer  and  stock-raiser  at 
Greenfield  ;  he  has  lately  died. 

Among  the  graduates  of  Amherst  College  are  the  names  of  John  B.  Kendall, 
class  of  1827;  Charles  Grosvenor  Goddard,  class  of  1841;  Andrew  Jackson 
Wheeler,  class  of  1846 ;  George  Sumner  Grosvenor,  class  of  1853 ;  Abiathar 
Blanchard,  class  of  1875,  and  Alfred  Oren  Tower,  class  of  1878.  James  Will- 
son  Brooks,  brother  of  Francis  A.  and  John  Brooks,  gniduatcd  at  Bro,wn 
University,  class  of  1855,  Attorney  and  President  of  the  McKay  Heeling 
Association,  Boston.  Appointed  Vicc-Consul  at  Paris  by  President  Lincoln., 
Now  owns  the  *^01d  Homestead'*  in  Petersham.  Also  Charles  Hutchin«;9 
Hapgood,  class  of  1857. 

It  was  in  Petersham  that  what  is  known  commonly  as  the  Shays  Rebellion 
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collapsed,  on  the  4th  day  of  February,  1787.  The  rout  of  the  troops  under 
Shays  was  complete,  and  no  farther  armed  opposition  was  made  to  the  author- 
ity of  the  Commonwealth.  The  spotted  fever  raged  in  Petersham  in  1810,  and 
Dr.  John  Flint,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-one  years,  sacrificed  his  own  life  in 
his  endeavors  to  save  others.  Of  the  great  fire  of  the  15th  of  April,  1847, 
Willson  says:  —  ** Following  as  it  did,  upon  the  heels  of  other  reverses  and 
misfortunes,  from  which  the  plac6  was  suficring,  it  seemed  to  prostrate  and 
paralyze  the  business  of  the  beautiful  village,  throughout  which  were  to  be  seen 
previously  the  marks  of  enterprise  and  thrift  on  every  side.'* 

A  worthy  son  of  Petersham  is  the  Hon.  William  B.  Spooner  of  Bosto'a, 
whose  gi*audfathcr,  Capt.  Wing  Spooner,  was  a  captain  of  minute-men  and  a 
Revolutionary  officer.  Mr.  Spooner  is  one  of  the  most  distinguished  sons  of 
Petersham,  and  his  rcputcition  as  a  business  man,  a  philanthropist,  and  a  friend 
of  all  true  reforms  is  not  confined  alone  to  this  State,  but  is  national.  Going 
to  Boston  a  poor  boy,  he  has,  by  his  enterprise,  become  one  of  the  mo^t 
extensive  leather  dealers  in  the  country.  During  the  great  fire  of  1873  his 
place  of  business,  with  large  blocks. owned  by  him,  were  destroyed*  to  the 
amount  of  several  hundred  thousand  dollars,  but  before  the  devouring  flames 
had  finished  their  work  be  had  eng:igcd  a  new  store  and  made  arrangements 
for  the  erection  of  new  buildings,  lie  has  been  President  of  the  New  Englapd 
Shoe  and  Leather  Association,  and  was  one  of  the  two  United  States  Centennial 
Commissioners  from  Massachusetts. 

A  man  whom  the  people  of  Petersham  have  respected  and  honored  for  thyee^ 
fourths  of  a  century  was  Deacon  Cephas  Willard,  who  died  in  August  of  the 
present  year,  in  his  ninety-third  year.  Possessed  of  an  uncommonly  reteotive 
memory,  he  has  for  3*:ear3  been  an  encyclopedia  of  the  events  transpiring  iii  hi^ 
native  town.  lie  has  held  the  offices  of  assessor,  deputy-sheriflT,  coroner  and 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  has  been  deacon  of  the  first  parish 
in  Petersham  for  fifty-six  years,  being  one  of  three  of  the  same  family  who  held 
the  office  of  deacon  for  more  than  a  hundred  years,  and  was  treasurer  for 
more  than  thirty  years  in  succession,  and  more  than  forty  in  all,  his  final 
account  being  settled  not  more  than  three  months  before  his  death.  lie  visited 
the  Centennial  at  Philadelphia,  alone,  when  in  his  ninetieth  year,  and  presided  at 
the  Fourth  of  July  Centennial  Celebration  in  his  native  town,  his  lifetime  having 
covered  nine-tenths  of  the  nation's  history.  In  his  life  were  all  the  elements 
of  a  true  New  England  character,  and  his  well-spent  life  cannot  fail  to  leave  an 
indelible  impression  for  good  upon  the  people  among  whom  he  lived. 

There  are  no  names  to  the  cemeteries  in  Petersham,  but  they  are  ten  in 
number,  and  were  probably  established  in  the  following  order:  No.  1,  centre; 
No.  2,  extreme  south-west;  No.  3,  east;  No.  4,  west;  No.  5,  extreme  north* 
west;  No.  6,  near  the  '^Lincoln  Place,"  so  called;  No.  7,  extreme  east;  No. 
8,  north;  No.  9,  south-west,  near  ^'Chamberlin  Place,"  so  called;  No.  10, 
half-mile  east  of  centre.    Petersham  held  a  prominent  position  among  ber  sister. 
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towns  during  the  last  part  of  tbo  last  century,  and  cSbrts  wore  made  to  form  a 
now  county,  with  Petersiham  for  the  sbiro  town.  Petersham  still  holds,  rela^ 
tively,  a  prominent  position  among  towns  similarly  located.  This  towo 
bounded  on  the  north-west  by  Atbol  and  New  Salem,  on  the  north-east  by 
Pbillipston,  on  the  south-east  by  Barre,  and  on  the  south-west  by  Daua.  It  is 
about  sixty-two  miles  duo  west  of  Boston. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  speaks  of  the  beauty  of  Petersham  among  the  towns  east  of 
Connecticut  Biver,  which  have  l)ecu  built  upon  heights  comnixmding  wide 
horizons.  And  already  tbo  numerous  summer  visitors  to  the  place  attest  the 
fact  that  this  l>eauty  and  attractive  scenery  are  I>cing  appreciated.  Ho  said : 
^'Then  let  them  visit  Wachusett  and  other  romantic  si>ots  of  Worcester  County. 
In  short,  could  our  citizens  but  realize  the  riches  of  our  scenery,  I  am  sure  so 
many  of  them  would  not  resort  so  often  to  distant  spots  lieyond  our  limits,  to 
experience  often  less  gratiBcatioa  than  they  might  find  among  our  own  moun- 
tains and  vales."  In  speaking  of  autumnal  scenery  he  writes :  **  Perhaps  no 
country  in  the  world  exhibits  in  its  autumnal  scenery  so  rich  a  variety  of  colors 
in  the  foliage  of  trees  as  our  own."  The  trees  whose  leaves  give  the  liveliest 
tints  are  the  maple,  the  oak,  the  walnut  and  the  sumach,  while  the  pine  and 
hemlock  retain  their  deep  green. 

In  1878  the  citizens  formed  the  *' Petersham  Village  Improvement  Society^i* 
The  secretary,  F.  J.  Holman,  in  bis  first  I'eport,  mentions,  among  other  advan- 
tages already  derived,  that  ^Tbe  best  result  of  the  year's  work,  buwever,  is 
the  guarantee  of  one  thousand  dollars  for  the  cstablis^hmont  of  a  Free  Public 
Library,  this  sum  being  made  up  of  five  hundred  dollars  generously  offered  by 
Francis  A.  Brooks,  Esq  ,  of  Boston,  seconded  by  an  appropriation  by  the  town  ' 
of  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollai*s  liehig- 
raised  by  subscription."  The  treasurer  is  Capt.  John  G.  iSIudgc,  wht>se  heart 
and  hand  are  now,  as. they  ever  have  been,  first  and  foremost  in  every  work 
that  tends  to  the  prosperity  of  his  beloved  Petersham  and  the  wclfaro  of  its 
inhabitants.  There  are  also  the  Baptist  Sunday-school  Library,  Congregational 
Sunday-school  Library,  and  the  Unrtarran  Sunday-School  Library. 

Town  OJficerSy  1879.  —  Selectmen:  J.  W.  Upton,  S.  C.  Goddard,  Elislia 
Webb.     Assessors:  Josiah  White,  Fred.  Bryant,   Thomas   Aldricb..   School 
Committee :  Elisba  Webb,  Rev.  Lyman  Clark,  Mrs.  George  Ayers.    Treasurer, . 
John  G.  Mudge.     Town  Clerk,  II.  N.  Tower. 

The  author  has  availed  himself  of  many  facts  contained  in  the  admirable 
address  of  Rev.  Edmund  B.  Willson :  also,  is  under  obligations  to  Rev. 
Lyman  Clark,  for  information  contained  in  bis  able  Centenni<il  address.  Hon. 
John  G.  Mudge  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  preparation  of  this  history; 
and  last,  but  not  least,  the  author  wishes  to  cordially  thank  J.  B.  Howe,  who 
is  descended  from  the  patriotic  Revolutionary  stock  of  Petersham,  both  on  Ihd 
paternal  and  maternal  side.  Mr.  Howe  has  furnished  many  facts  and  rendered 
much  assistance. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

SITUATION — CIVIL  ORIGIN  —  EARLY  PROCEEDINGS  —  ACTION  IN  THE  REVOLU- 
TION  —  MINUTE-MEN  —  MILITARY  ORDERS  —  CHURCH  MATTERS  —  PASTORS  IN 
SUCCESSION  —  A  SEVERE   STRUGGLE  —  MORE   RECENT  DENOMINATIONS. 

I 

Phillipston,  situated  in  the  north-western  part  of  the  county,  about  sixty- 
five  miles  from  Boston,  and  about  thirty  miles  from  Worcester,  was  originally 
formed  from  portions  of  Templcton  and  Athol.  The  act  erecting  the  territory 
into  a  precinct  reads  as  follows :  — 

^^In  Council  Feb.  15th  1774  it  was  read  and  ordered  that  the  tract  of  Land  here- 
after described  lying  partly  in  Templeton  and  partly  in  Athol  together  with  the  inhab- 
itants thereon  dwelling  be  and  hereby  are  erected  into  a  Precinct,  and  the  said  Inhab- 
itants are  hereby  intrusted  with  all  tbe  Powers  and  Privileges  by  Law  belonging  to. 
inhabitants  of  other  Precincts  in  this  Province.  Viz. — ^Beginning  at  Uubbardston  Line, 
whore  Burnshirt  stream  rnns  put  of  Templeton,  thence  running  up  said  stream  to  a 
Maple  tree  being  the  Soutberl}-  Corner  of  the  Second  Division  Lott  No.  47,  thiBnce 
running  North  SO^  West  to  New  Brook,  so  called,  thence  down  the  brook  to  Ro3*alstba 
Line,  thence  west  to  Athol  Line  being  the  north-west  corner  of  Templcton,  then  on 
Alhol  Line  to  Miller^s  River ;  thence  down  said  Biver  to  a  Brook  called  Thousand 
Acre  Meadow  Brook,  thence  South-westerly  to  tbe  westwardly  Corner  of  tbe  Hundred 
Acre  Lot,  Lot  No.  22,  thence  strait  to  the  most  Westerly  Comer  of  Templeton, 
thence  b}'  Templeton  line  to  where  it  began/' 

The  first  precinct  meeting  was  held  March  22,  1774,  at  the  house  of  Cliarles 
Baker,  innbolder,  when  the  following  officers  were  chosen:  Clerk,  Charles 
Baker ;  precinct  committee,  Charles  Baker,  Ephraim  Stockwell,  Joseph  White* 
llcnry  Sawtcll,  Samuel  Taylor;  precinct  assessors,  Charles  Baker,  John 
Wheeler,  Simon  Goddard ;  treasurer,  Jonathan  Jones.  Although  starting  out 
alone,  and  becoming,  to  a  certiin  extent,  inde|>endeut  of  the  mother  towns  at 
the  very  time  when  tbe  opening  scenes  of  the  Bevolution  would  necessarily 
inspire  a  feeling  of  uncertainty  regarding  the  future  of  their  little  community^ 
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yet  we  find  them  contributing  liberally  lEor  the  support  of  religion  and  ednca- 
lion,  and  sending  out  of  their  midst  a  goodly  number  to  battle  in  the  armies  of 
the  Bevolution.  The  loug  years  of  the  war,  and  the  hard  times  produced 
thereby,  occasioned  great  struggles  for  the  building  up  of  the  place,  and  ifc 
required  the  most  vigorous  exertions  of  those  that  were  public*spirited  and 
zealous  in  the  cause.  We  find  recorded  the  names  of  the  following  men  that 
went  on  the  first  idarm  in  1775 :  — 

^^  Thomas  Johnson,  Joseph  Fairbank,  Jonathan  Willington,  Isaac  Ball,  Samuel  Lamb* 
,  John  Drigham,  John  Wheeler,  Berzclicl  Maynard,  Enoch  Sairtell,  Moses  Gray,  Simoo 
Groddard,  Jotham  Bigelow,  Sam.  Miner,  Jonathan  Train,  Reuben  Cammings,  John 
Shattm^k." 

■ 

Among  the  names  of  others  recorded  as  serving  in  the  Revolution  from  this 
prciangt  were:  — 

*^  Benjamin  Jones,  Ezra  Hudson,  Joseph  Cummiogs,  tToshua  Whitcomb,  Jonas' 
Baker,  Gardner  Maynard,  Noah  Bates,  Richard  Sawtcll,  James  Wheeler,  Joseph 
White,  Abel  Grout,  Thomas  Drurj,  Jonathan  Bowker^  Jonathan  Gates,  Maltiah  Eaton, 
Abner  Sawyer,  Thomas  White,  Stephen  Smith,  Asa  Bowker,  Charles  Baker,  jr.,  Silas 
Bakpr;  Samuel  Gray,  Jonathan  Jones,  Jonas  Gibbs,  Joseph  Mixer,  Moses  Taylor, 
Henry  SAwtell,  Joseph  Newton,  Daniel  Kntglit,  Itharaar  Bowker,  Ephraim  ^hattnek, 

,  John  jShattuck,  Levi  Baker,  David  Train,  Samuel  Taylor,  Jr.,  Charles  Whitney,' Eben- 
ezer  Dunton,  Samuel  Phillips,  Joseph  Cnmmings,  Jr.,  Thaddeus  Bi;t>wii,  Capt.  Stoek- 
welK  John  Colman,  Silas  Conant,  Joseph  Newton,  Jr.,  Joshua  Lamb,  Abner  Ward, 
Daniel  Shattuck,  Paul  Church,  Benjamin  White,  Jr.,  Joel  Grout,  Benjamin  Jones, 

'Moses  Miner,  David  Holman,  Jesse  Stockwell,  Ganlner  Maynard  and  others.' 


79 


,  At  a  precinct  meeting  held  Juno  17th,  1777,  it  was  voted  to  raise  the  sum 
of  £470  for  the  paying  of  our  Continental  men,  and  to  choose  a  committee  to 
procure  money  imd  hire  the  remaiuiug  part  .of  tho  quota  of  ^aid  men,  and 
ni);iko  return  to  this  precinct. 

tThe  inhabitants  of  the  precinct  desired  greater  privileges  and  rights  than 
those  po8se:^scd  by  their  existing  organization,  and  a  movement  was  made  to 
have  the  territory  set  off  as  a  town,  which  object  was  accomplished,  and  (ho 
territory  was  incorporated  as  a  town  Oct.  20,  178G,  and  was  given  the  name  of 
Gerry,  out  of  respect  to  the  Hon.  Elbridge  Gerry,  a  representative  of  this 
Commonwealth  in  the  Congress  of  tho  United  States,  who,  it  is  stated,  offered 
to  glaze  the  meeting-house.  The  first  town  meeting  herd  was  Jan.  IG,  1787, 
whca  the  following  town  officers  were  chosen:  Town  clerk,  Charles  Baker; 
selectmen,  Cbailes  Baker,  Joel  Grout,  Simon  Goddard;  wardens,  John 
Wheeler,  Joseph  White ;  tithing-men,  Joth.-im  Blgelpw,  Ezra  Hudson. 

Among  the  families  prominent  in  the  early  hi:$toryx)r  the  town  was  the  Jones 
family.  Mr.  James  Jones  of  Weston  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of 
Narraganset  No.  6,  which  inchidcd  the  greater  part  of  the  present  town  of 
Pbilfipston/   Jonathan  Jones  came  to  Gerry  in  1770,  from  Weston,  and  con- 
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tiiuiocltto  rcsido  in  tbo  place  until  bis  death,  in  1803.  Ilis  son,  Naliuui  Jones, 
writes  in  liis  diary  concerning  liis  father  and  the  toWn,  as  foHows : ' — 

"When  my  father  came  to  this  place,  what  is  now  Gerry  was  quite  in.  a  state  of 

,  nature.    The  society  was  yet  to  be  incorporated ;  a  meeting-house  to  be  built  and  a 

minister  to  be  settled ;  ischool-houses  to  be  erected,  and  roads  to  be  made.    The  settle- 

0 

mcnt  was  in  its  infancy,  and  most  of  the  inhabitants  were  living  too  remote  fh>nx  any 
niceting-housc  to  attend  t^ublic  worship  with  convenience.  A  considerable  number  of 
the  inhabitants  were  greatly  disaffected  and  were  much  opposed  to*thc  building  of  the 
meeting-house,  tp  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  and  to  settling  a  minister,  but  after 
the  first  minister  was  settled  the  town  became  well  united.  My  father  was  frequently 
in  town  business,  having  served  as  town  clerk,  selectman,  assessor,  &c.,  and  often 
employed  on  committees.  And  during  the  insurrection  in  Massachusetts,  in  1786  and 
1787,  be  was  particularly  active  and  assiduous  in  using  means  for  the  suppression  of 
the  insurrection,  and  the  restoration  of  £Ood  orderJ 


M 


Nabum  Jones,  son  of  Jonathan,  was  born  Aug.  13,  1772,  and  became  noted 
as  a  schoolmaster.  His  education  was  received  at  the  conamon  schools  of  tbo 
town,  Applcton  Academy,  New  Ipswich,  N.  H.,  the  academy  at  I/eicester, 
Mass.,  and  the  academy  connected  with  Williams  College.  He  taught  fdr  sev- 
eral years  in  Whitestown  and  Paris,  N.  Y.,  making  the  journey  there  and  back 
several  times  on  foot,  with  bis  baggage,  a  distance  of  211  miles.  Ho  also 
taught  at  Provincetown  on  Cape  Cod,  making  frequent  journeys  to  Gerry  and 
back  on  foot,  walking  forty  miles  a  day.  He  instructed,  in  all,  between  ten  and 
eleven  years.  The  total  number  of  scholars  under  his  instruction  was  1,456. 
He  served  as  selectman  and  town  clerk  for  the  town  of  Gerry,  and  was  much 
interested  in  instituting  a.  social  library  for  the  town,  of  which  lie  was  chosen 
one  of  the  trustees.  He  died  Oct.  22,  1807,  at  the  early  age  of  thirty-five 
years.  Itbamar  Ward,  son  of  Maj.  Gen.  Arteroas  Ward  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  moved  to  Gerry  in  1778,  where  he  continued  to  reside  until  his  death, 
in  1828.  He  was  a  magistrate,  and  held  offices  of  trust  and  honor  in  the  town, 
and  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  eight  years.  His  sons,  Arte- 
mas  and  Trowbridge,  now  reside  at  the  old  homestead  on  Prospect  Hill.  They 
have  in  their  possession  a  valuable  historical  relic,  it  being  a  letter  writtcneby 
George  Washington  to  their  grandfather.     The  letter  reads  as  follows :  — 

"  To  Major  General  Ward  at  JRoxborough: 

"  Cambridge  29th  Mar.  7& 

*^  Sib,— As  General  Green  is  ordered  to  March  with  the  next  Brigade  (on  Monday) 
and  as  General  Spencer  will  follow  the  last  (leaving  four  or  fite  Regiments  in  this 
department  for  Defense,  Protection  of  the  Stores,  Erection  of  Works,  cct.)  I  should 
be  glad,  if  3'ou  are  not  afraid  of  the  Small  Pox,  &  Incline  to  continue  longer  in  the 
Service  than  you  lately  talked  of,  if  3'ou  woald  remove  in  to  Boston  to-morrow  or  ttext 
day,  &  take  upon  you  the  Command  and  direction  of  Matters  there. 

"I  am  Sir 

Y  Most  Obed  Ser 
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They  also  havo  an  EoglUh  dictionary*  formerly  owned  by  Gen.  TTardt 
printed  in  Loudon  in  17459  and  a  **Book  of  Sermons,**  publi-ihed  in  Doatou  in 
1726,  containing  a  sermon  preached  to  the  artillery  company  in  Boston  on  tlie 
day  of  tlieir  election  of  officers,  Jan.  2,  1701. 

At  a  meeting  held  March  11,  1777«  it  was  voted  that  the  sum  of  ten  poCiods 
be  raised  in  the  precinct  to  bo  laid  out  in  preaching,  and  chose  Charles  Bukor, 
Abner  Sawyer  and  Tbomis  White  a  committee  for  that  purpose ;  also  voted 
that  said  preaching  be  one  half  at  Capt.  Baker's  and  the  other  half  at  Mr. 
Bei'zeliel  Maj'Uard's. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  27,  1778,  a  committee  was  chosen  ^'to  look  out  a 
convenient  spot  for  to  set  a  meeting-house  on.** 

At  an  adjourned  meeting,  held  Jan^  18,  1779,  it  was  voted  to  accept  Mr. 
Enoch  Sawtell's  generous  offer  of  giving  100  rods  of  land  to  the  precinct,  for 
the  purpose  of  placing  a  meeting-house  uiK)n,  where  his  mill  stands ;  secondly 
the  precinct  voted  that  they  would  build  a  meeting-house  50  feet  long  and  40 
feet  wide ;  also  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds  for  carrying  on 
said  house. 

March  8,  1779,  it  was  voted  to  raise  one  hundred  pounds  to  I>e  laid  out  la 
preaching,  aud  June  29  of  the  same  year  two  hundred  pounds  was  added  for 
preaching. 

'  A  Congregational  church  was  gathered  on  the  IGth  of  November,  1785,  the 
churches  of  Templeton,  Barre  and  Royalston  assisting  in  the  first  ecclesiasticat 
council.  Ilev.  Ebenezcr  Tucker,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in  the  class  of 
1783,  was  ordained  ns  the  first  minister  of  the  church,  Nov.  5,  1788,  and 
continued  as  pastor  until  February,  1799,  when  he  was  dismissed.  lie  wits 
succeeded  by  Rev.  Ezckicl  L.  Bascom,  who  continued  until  1820.  The  ministers 
of  the  church  since  that  time  have  been  :  Rev.  Joseph  Chickcring,  a  graduate 
of  Harvard  in  the  class  of  1799,  who  was  settled  in  1822,  and  dismissed  in 
1835 ;  Alexander  Lovell,  installed  in  1835,  dismissed  in  1844 ;  Rev.  A.  E.  P. 
Perkins,  settled  in  September,  1844,  and  dismissed  in  May,  1855;  Rev^ 
Samuel  W.  Barnum,  served  from  January,  1856,  to  May,  1862 ;  Rev.  Lyman 
White,  1863  to  1871 ;  Rev.  Charles  H.  Slorsc,  May,  1871,  to  May,  1872 ;  Rev. 
Stephen  Harris,  wbo  was  settled  October,  1873,  and  was  killed  by  the  curs  at 
Athol,  June  27,  1874;  Rev.  C*  L.  Cushman,  September,  1874,  to  April,  1878. 
The):o  is  no  settled  pastor  now,  but  Rev.  F.  V.  Tenny  officiates  as  minister  of 
the  church.  The  meeting-house  wos  remodeled  from  the  old  original  one  in 
1838,  and  the  soci^y  was  presented  with  a  belt  by  Mr.  Loammi  Baldwin,  a 
native  of  the  town,  living  in  Savannah,  Ga.  ' 

During  the  pastomte  of  Rev.  Mr.  Chiekering,  about  tlie  years  1829  and  1830, 
occurred  the  memorable  church  contn>versy,  well  remembered  by  many  of  the 
older  people  of  the  town.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  parish  had  become 
dissatisfied  with  the  preaching  of  Rev.  Mr.  Chiekering,  and  signed  olF  from 
the  parish.  .  About  this  time  Methodist  preaching  commenced,  and  the  dissatis- 
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fied  Olios  organized  a  society.  The  trouble  appears  to  have  been  caused  prin- 
cipall}'  by  a  fund  in  possession  of  the  parish.  Those  that  formed  the  new 
society  believed  that  they  were  entitled  tn  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
this  fund,  and  also  claimed  the  name  of  the  First  Parish ;  thus  there  were  two 
societies  claiming  this  title,  and  the  right  to  the  meeting-house  and  fapd.  Mr. 
C.  C.  Bassctt,  the  clerk  of  the  parish,  for  refusing  the  votes  of  those  who  had 
once  withdrawn  from  the  society,  in  a  parish  meeting,  bad  nearly  a  dozen 
actions  brought  against  him  in  the  courts. 

At  length  the  crisis  came,  when  one  Saturday  night  the  Methodists  took 
possession  of  the  mecting-housc,  unci,  early  on  Sjiniday  morning,  placed  their 
minister,  Paul  Townsend,  in  the  pulpit.  As  the  Orthodox  jieoplo  assembled, 
and  the  time  drew  near  for  the  commencemGut  of  the  services,  intense  excite- 
ment prevailed,  when  Oliver  Powers,  Esq.,  stepped  up  to  the  pulpit  and 
requested  Mr.  Townsend  to  leave  the  desk.  His  reply  was,  that  he  bad  been 
placed  there  by  the  committee  of  the  First  Parish  in  Phillipston  to  preach,  and 
he  8ho^ld  not  vacatQ  the  desk.  So  excited  bad  the  people  becomO,  that  a 
conflict  seemed  imminent,  there  being  several  pews  filled  with  Methodists 
armed  with  clubs,  determined  to  resist  to  the  utmost  any  attempt  to  remove 
their  minister  from  the  pulpit. 

Finding  that  nothing  could  be  accomplished  w^ithout  force,  Kev.  Mr.  Cbick- 
ering  and  his  people  withdrew  to  the  hall  of  /Squire  Gould,  which  they  conti- 
nued  to  occupy  until  the  trouble  was  settled. 

Action  was  brought  against  the  Methodists  for  trespass,  and  entered  in 
court;  but  this,  and  also  the  actions  against  parish  clerk  Bassett.were  settled 
before  they  came  to  trial,  by  compromise. 

The  Methodists  gave  a  bond,  signed  b}'  each  member  who  had  been  dissatis- 
fied, that  they  would  never  trouble  the  society  again,  and  the  Orthodox  relln^ 
quished  the  fund,  which  was  given  to  the  town  for  the  poor.  .  ' .   ; 

The  Methodists  first  had  preaching  in  town  about  the  year  1830.  The  first 
preacher  of  this  denomination  was  Enoch  Bradley,  who  preached  in  one  of 
the  school-houses,  and  also  held  a  cam})-meetiug  in  a  grove  near  Goulding 
Village.  A  society  was  formed,  and  what  is  now  called  Pike's  Hall  was  hired; 
some  of  the  leading  men  of  the  town  being  connected  with  the  society,  and 
having  for  their  preacher  Paul  Townsend.  A  meeting-house  was  built  on  th0 
Athol  and  Templeton  road  in  1849,  which  was  dedicated  in  the  spring  of  1850, 
from  which  time  to  186G  there  was  regular  preaching. 

The  first  minister  scut  by  Conference,  was  Rev.  G.  Brown ;  other  ministers 
stationed  here  have  been :  Rev.  Burtis  Judd,  Rev.  TT.  A.  Clapp,  Rev.  John 
Rickett,  Rev.  J.  S.  W.  Weeks,  Rev.  J.  Wilson,  Rev.  E.  D.  Winslow, 
Rev.  W.  Phillips,  Rev.  N.  H.  Martin,  Rev.  J.  Brackett,  Eov.  N.  F. 
Stevens. 

From  18G6  to  1870,  there  was  preaching  only  a  part  of  the  time ;  the  churdi 
was  then  closed  uutil  1877,  when  tho  society  was  reoiganized  by  Fresi^iiq^ 
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Elder  Haskell.  They  now  Iiavo  twenty  members  and  a  Sunday  school,  their, 
preacher  being  Bev.  W.  !!•  Marble,  who  supplies  both  this  and  the  Bust  Tern* 
pleton  church. 

In  1833  a  society  was  organized  called  the  **  Independent  Religious  Univer- 
salist  Society  ;^  a  meeting-house  was  soon  built  and  preacbing  was  continued 
for  several  years.  Among  those  who  preached  for  the  society  were :  Rev.  John 
y.  Wilson,  Rev.  Aurin  Dugljee,  Rev.  G.  Bushuell  and  others.  The  meeting- 
house has  liecn  taken  down  and  removed  to  East  Templeton,  where  it  is  now 
used  by  the  Methodist  Society  of  that  place. 


m^ 


CHAPTER  n. 

« .  ... 

SECOND    WAR    Wmi    ENGLAND  —  NA3IE    OP     OBRRT    HEPUDIATED — NEW    NAME 

.  FOR    THE    TOWN  —  EDUCATION  —  COLLEGIATE     HONORS  —  PUBLIC    LIBRAR  T — 

BEQUESTS  TO  THE  TOWN  —  SPIRIT  IN  THE  REBELLION  — MILITARY  HISTOirT  — 

AGRICULTURE  — LOCAL  BUSINESS  —  NATURAL  FEATURES  AND  SCENERr —  CIVIL 

RECORD  —  BIOGRAFUICAL  NOTES  • 

The  war  of  1812  was  strongly  opposed  by  the  people  of  Phillipston.  Town 
meetings  were  held,  at  which  resolutions  denouncing  in  the  most  emphafio 
language  the  administmtion,  and  protesting  against  the  war,  were  passed.  The 
Hon.  Eibridge  Gerry,  frou^  whom  the  town  was  named,  incurred  their  displeas- 
ure because  of  his  political  action,  and  at  a  town. meeting  held  Jan.  l^th, 
1814,.  the  following  petition  was  adopted :  — 

^^  TJie  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General  Court  Assembled ;.— - 

**  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Gerry  humbly  represent,  that  while  they  participate 
in  common  with  their  fellow  citizens  the  .sufferings  and  disgrace  which  the  mad  policy 
of  their  national  government  has  brought  upon  their  unhappy  country,  and  from  which 
they  fear  the  wisdom  and  patriotism  of  the  State  Legislature  will  be  able  to  afford  but 
a  partial  relief,  they  would  lay  before  your  Hon.  body  a  grievance  of  a  more  local 
nature,  and  one  which  the}'  rejoice,  is  entirely  within  yoiir  control.  As  the  moral  an4 
political  principle  of  a  body  politic  are  supposed  to  be  assimilated  to  those  of  the  indi* 
vidual  whose  name  they  assume,  and  are  estimated  by  the  public  according  to  that 
standard,  your  petitioners  have  long  felt  no  small  uneasiness  and  chagrin  that  they 
should  support  the  name  of  a  man  who  from  the  beginning  was  opposed  to  the  National 
Constitution,  and  to  the  politics  of  Washington ;  and  who  is  reputedly  hostile  to  the 
ministers  and  ordinances  of  religion :  and  they  would  respectfully-  represent  to  your 
Honors,  that  as  they  were  never  admirers  of  the  moral  or  political  character  of  tlie 
Gentleman  whose  name  they  bear,  so  neither  was  Gerry  the  name  originally  prayed  for 
in  the  pe^iti9n  to  become  a  town  corporate ;  and  that  they  are  under  no  obligation  (o 
that  Gentleman  for  any  favor  or  benefit  conferred ;  that  the  arbitrary  and  unjust  policy. 
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which  has  since  characterized  his  aflministration,  while  chiefmagistrateof  thisCommon- 
"irealth,  has  rendered  the  name  itself  a  term  of  odium  and  reproach,  and  that  by  longer 
retaining  it  your  petitioners  would  be  liable  to  the  imputation  of  respect  to  a  character, 
and  adherence  to  the  measures  upon  which  the  good  people  of  this  State  have  bestowedf 
the  most  unequivocal  disapprobation.  YoUr  petitioners,  therefore,  pray  that  the  act  by 
which  they  were  incorporated  a  town  by  the  name  of  Gerry,  may  be  so  far  repealed  as 
that  the}'  may  be  exonerated  from  the  name  and  known  in  future  as  a  town  corporate 
by  the  name  of  Phillipston.  And  as  in  duty  bound  will  ever  praj*.  In  legal  Town 
Meeting  assembled,  this  eighteenth  day  of  January-,  1814. 

.f '  Igkatius  Gouldikg,  Jr.;  Moderaior^ 
Nahum  Ward,  Clerk.** 

As  a  result  of  this  petition  the  name  of  Iho  town  was  changed  to  PbillipstoD, 
Feb.  5,  1814,  in  honor  of  Lieut.  Gov.  William  Phillips.  At  the  conclusion  of 
peace  between  the  United  States  and  <xreat  Britain,  the  event  was  celebrated 
at  Goulding  Village  by  the  firing  of  guns,  and  the  illuniiuatiou  of  the  residence 
of  Col.  Goulding. 

In  the  cause  of  education  Phillipston  has  always  taken  a  special  interest,  and 
her  schools  have  ranked  high  among  those  of  the  State,  while  few  towns  of  tho 
size  have  sent  so  many  of  their  sons  and  daughters  to  the  colleges  and  semi- 
naries  of  the  land.  In  1790  it  was  voted  to  build  three  school-houses,  and  tbo 
sum  of  forty  pounds  was  appropriated  for  schooling.  In  1840,  S400  was 
raised  for  schools,  in  1841,  $550,  in  1848,  SGOO,  and  in  1875,  $1,000,  when 
there  were  six  schools  attended  by  162  scholars.  Among  the  college  graduates 
from  Phillipston  are  John  Milton  Cheney,  class  of  1821,  Harvard  College; 
Oliver  P.  Powers,  class  of  1830,  Amherst  College ;  Jeremiah  Lemuel  JT^wton, 
class  of  1850,  Amherst  College;  Edward  Paj'son  Baker,  class  of  1853,  Ana- 
herst  College ;  Fred  Sanderson,  class  of  1861,  Amherst  College;  Julius  San- 
derson, class  of  1860,  Amherst  College ;  W.  H.  Bowker,  class  of  1871,  Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural  College.  Artemas  Zina  Brown  graduated  from  the  Medi- 
cal Department  of  Dartmouth  College,  in  1834;  while  many  of  thoyohng 
ladies  have  graduated  at  Mount  Holyoke  Seminary  and  other  female  seminaries. 

An  institution  in  which  the  citizens  of  the  town  take  commendable  pride  is 
the  Phillips  Public  Library,  and  well  they  may,  ibr  no  other  town  in  the  Stato 
of  the  size  of  Phillipston  has  as  fine  a  public  library  as  this ;  and  we  may 
safely  say  that  there  are  few  communities  that  avail  themselves  of  the  privi- 
leges so  extensively  as  do  tho  people  of  Phillipston,  for  with  a  population  of 
only  G66  the  j'carl}''  circulation  of  the  library  is  7,412,  averaging  eleven  vol- 
umes to  each  man,  woman  and  child.  The  library  was  founded  in  1860,  and 
contains  3,404  volumes.  It  was  the  gift  of  Jonathan  Phillips  of  Boston,  a 
nephew  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Phillips,  from  whom  the  town  received  its  name.  The 
clause  of  the  will  in  the  bequest  of  Jonathan  Phillips  roads  as  follows :— - 

*'  The  12th  annual  report  of  the  Board  of  Education  shows  that  the  Town  of  Phillips* 
ton,  in  the  C!oanty  of  Worcester^  takes  special  interest  in  the  caase  of  EdocaUon  and 
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has  taken  a  promioent,  if  not  the  first,  rank  among  the  towns  of  Massacbosetts  in  tli$ 
care  and  snpport  of  Pablic  Schools  —  I  therefore  giveflve  thoftmxnd  duUan  to  said  town 
as  a  trust  fund^  the  iocomo  and  prodace  of  which  shall  annually  be  expended  in  procnr- 
ing  books  for  a  Town  Library,  ami  I  constitnto  the  Selectmen  of  said  town  for  the  time 
being  tmstccs  of  said  fVind,  and  charge  them  with  the  doty  of  seeing  tothotme  and 
beneficial  application  of  said  income,  and  the  due  sccarity  of  the  capital  sam,  which 
shall  not  be  directly  or  indirectly  loaned  to  any 'inhabitant  or  resident  of  said  town." 

At  a  town  meeting  hold  Nov.  G,  1860,  it  was  Totcd  thit  the  tbanks  of  the 
town  of  Fhillipston  arc  gratefully  tendered  to  the  executors  of  the  will  of  Mr. 
Jonathan  Phillips  and  bis  heirs,  for  tho  liberal  gift  of  $5,000  mado  to  the  towa 
by  said  Phillips,  and  that  wc  and  our  posterity  will  over  hold  iu  grateful  rcmem* 
brance,  this  generous  benefactor  of  our  town. 

Another  gift  to  the  town  is  tho  legacy  of  Silas  Stow,  which  was  left  to  tho 
town  in  1864.     Tho  bequest  reads  as  follows : — 

9 

/^  I  give  to  the  Town  of  Fhillipston  20  shares  of  the  Eliot  Bank,  Boston,  and  20 
shares  in  the  Rollstone  Bank,  Fitchbarg,  the  shares  to  be  kept  forever.  The  dividends, 
after  adding  one  per  cent,  of  the  same  each  aad  every  year  for  the  term  of  100  years  to 
said  fund,  the  remainder  or  residue  shall  be  applied  to  such  public  purpose  as  the  town 
may  dbrect  at  their  annual  town  meetlog.  Provided,  however,  that  at  no  time  shall 
said  appropriation  made  from  the  interest  accruing  from  said  fund  by  said  town,  be  in  an\' 
manner  whatever  governed  by  non-real-estate  owners.  My  intention  is  that  the  income 
of  said  bank  stock,  after  adding  6ne  per  cent,  of  said  income  to  the  principal  of  said  fund 
for  the  term  of  one  hundred  years,  shall  be  used  so  as  to  diminish,  as  far  as  possible, 
the  sum  to  be  raised  by  taxation  upon  real-estate  owners  or  holders  residing  in  salil 
town.** 

'The  first  town  meeting  after  tho  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion,  at  which 
any  action  of  the  town  was  taken  was  May  2,  1861,  when  the  following 
preamble  and  resolves-  were  adopted :  — 

^^WlitreaSyTha  events  of  the  past  few  days. have  disclosed  to  the  astonished  view  of 
the  people  of  this  nation  tho  fearful  character  of  the  crisis  that  is  upon  us.     Our  very  . 
existence  ai  a  Natioii.  seems  in  peril.     Tlterefore^  In  view  of  this  extraordinary' 
exigency,  rendering  life;  liberty  and  projjerty  Unsafe,  the  inhabitants  of  Fhillipston,  in 
legal  town  meeting  assembled,  do  adopt  and  make  the  following  provisions  to  meet 
the  crisis :  — 

Resolved^  1st.  Tbat  although  our  town  is  small  in  territory  and  population,  and  it 
cannot  be  es^pected  that  we  should  raise  a  fhll  volunteer  military  company  at  the 
present  time,  we  will  yet  make  every  effort  to  raise  volunteers,  to  be  joined  to  a' 
company  or  companies  in  Templeton  or  other  neighboring  towns,  such  volunteers  to  be 
equipped  under  the  State  authority,  and  tcndcr€;d  to  the  Government  on  call. 

^^liesolved^  2d.  That  the  town  will  furnish  to  eacl^  volunteer  being  a  citizen  of 
Fhillipston  a  suitable  uniform,  not  exceeding  in  cost  $25  each,  to  be  procured  under 
the  direction  of  a  committee  chosen  for  that  purpose,  the  sum  to  be.  paid  fVom  the  town 
treasur}',  and  to  be  considered  the  property  of  the  town  for  the  use  of  said  volunteers 
or  their  successors  in  case  of  vacancies." 
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It  was  also  voted  "that  the  town  will  pay  to  each  volunteer  being  a  eitizen  of 
Pbillipstou,  while  in  actual  service,  in  addition  to  the  wuges  to  which  they  are 
entitled  or  n^ay  receive  from  Government  per  month,  a  sum  sufficient  to  make  the 
wages  one  dollar  for  each  and  every  dny  of  actual  service,  and  also  pay  to  each  of 
said  volunteers  fifty  cts.  for  every  half  day  that  they  may  drill  undbr  the  authori- 
ties legally  constituted  for  that  puqiose,  preparing  for  actual  serVicJo,  limited, 
however,  in  time,  to  an  extent  reasonably  necessary,"  &c.  Voted  to  appropriate 
$2,000  to  carry  opt  the  foregoing.  At  a  town  meeting,  Jul}'  23,  18(52,  it  was 
voted  to  pay  the  sum  gf  $100  to  each  voluntper,  to  the  number  of  .eight,  and 
that  the  treasurer  be  a^ithorized  to  borrow  the  money.  July  2,  1&64,  it  was 
voted  that  the  selectn^icn  bo  instructed  to  draw  $125  from  the  treasury  for 
every  man,  to  make  up  our  quota,  that  may  be  furnished  by  volunteering  for 
any  future  call  by  the  President  within  the  year.  Phillipstou  fllrni^;hed  during 
the  war  of  the  Rebellion  sixty-eight  men,  who  were  true  and  noble  soldiers^i 
ever  ready  to  respond  to  duty,  and  who  bravely  followed  their  country's  flag 
through  many  a  hard-foiight  battle,  the  larger  number  serving  in  the  21st, 
27th,  and  3Gth  Regiments  c^f  three  years'  men.  and  the  55d  of  nine  inonths' 
men.  Frederick  M.  Sanderson,  a  student  pursuing  his  studies  at  Amherst 
College,  left  the  classic  grounds  of  Amherst  and  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
21st  Regiment ;  he  was  promoted  to  orderly  sergeant,  then  second  lieutenaiit, 
and  afterwards  to  first  lieutenant  and  captain.  Ho  was  wounded  at  tho 
battle  <;f  Roanoke  Island.  Some  who  would  have  been  exempt  from  sei-vico, 
fired  with  patriotic  ardor,  enlisted,  among  whom  was  William  J.  Lamb,  who, 
when  fifty  years  old,  enlisted  and  did  noble  service  for  his  country.  Ruisselt 
Carruth  was  promoted  from  private  to  second  lieutenant,  and  Pliny  Fuller  tb' 
sergeant.  A.  monument  has  been  erected  by  the  town,  which  conttiins  the 
following  inscriptions : 

^^IN  XEMORT  OP  OUR  COMRADES  WHO  SLEEP  IK  SOUTHERN  SOIL." 

The  names  inscribed  are :  V.  Piper,  21st  Mass.  Regiment,  Co.  A ;  Thomas 
H.  Carruth,  14th  N.  H.  Regiment,  Co.  A ;  J.  II.  Lamb,  53d  ^Liss.  Regiment, 
Co.  II;  C.  M.  Buxton,  36th  Mass.  Regiment,  Co.  II;  J.  M.  Newton,  SOlh 
Mass.  Regiment,  Co.  E;  J.  Rich,  3Gth  Mass.  Regiment,  Co.  H;  G.  A,« 
Martin,  27th  Mass.  Regiment,  Co.  B;  D.  Hare,  3Gth  Mass.  Regiment,  Co.  D; 
A.  P.  Searles,  30th  Mass.  Regiment,  Co.  D. 

In  the  palmy  days  of  militia  trainings  Phillipston  had  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  military  companies  in  this  part  of  the  State.  An  amusing  incident  vrhith 
occurred  during  these  times  has  been  related  to  us.  It  seems  that  the  captain 
and  second  lieutenant  were  about  moving  out  of  town,  and  resigned  their 
commissions.  In  the  natural  order  of  promotion  the  office  of  captain  would 
be  given  to  the  first  lieutenant,  but  a  brother  of  his,  not  wishing  him  to 
become  captain,  offered  to  treat  the  company  to  gingerbread  if,  when  tho 
election  took  place,  they  would  jump  him.     Upon  the  election  Orderly- 
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sergeant  C.  C.  B:issott  was  chosen  captain.  Soon  after  came  the  day  for  Iho 
fall  training,  when  the  lieutenant,  who  was  in  command  of  the  company, 
angered  at  the  slight  put  upon  him,  marched  the  company  oTer  the  hills  of  the 
town  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  without  allowing  them  any  lunch.  Immediaiely 
on  the  dismission  of  the  comi>any  attention  was  called  to  the  promise  raado, 
and  the  gingerbread  was  brouglit  out  and  distributed,  e:ich  soldier  receiving  a 
sheet  or  more  as  ho  wished,  when  at  a  given  signal,  the  soldiers,  thinking  their 
commander  must  be  tired  and  hungry,  urged  him  to  accept  of  their  gingerbread 
in  such  a  manner  that  ho  could  not  refuse,  and  for  several  minutes  showers  of 
ginj^^rbread  fell  thick  upon  the  unfortunate  lieutenant. 

Pbillipston  is  pre-eminently  an  agricultural  town.  Situated  on  the  highlands 
in  the  north-western  part  of  the  county,  it  aljonnds  in  excellent  grazing 
land,  upon  which  feed  6ne  herds  of  cattle.  The  farmers,  not  satisfied  with 
continually  following  the  old  methods  of  farming,  are  ever  ready  to  introduce 
the  improvements  which  the  scientific  agriculture  of  the  present  day  is  contin- 
ually developing  for  their  use.  They  have  introduced  upon  their  farms  henls 
of '  thoroughbred  stock,  their  farm-buildings  present  a  neat  and  attractive 
appearance,  labor-saving  machinery  and  new  and  improved  varieties  of  plants 
and  seeds  are  used,  while  the  strong,  rich  soil  brings  forth  good  crops  of  all 
kinds  of  produce,  which  find  ready  market  iu  the  manuracturing  villages  of 
surrounding  towns.  They  contribute  largely  to  the  annual  exhibitions  of  the 
Worcester  North-west  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Society,  and  carry  away 
many  of  the  prizes  oficred  by  that  society.  Among  those  largely  and  succb»9- 
fully '<jngaged  in  farming  are:  Henry  S.  Miner,  Dea.  Court  Ion  Sanderson  & 
Son,  P;  Myron,  James  W.  Hagcr,  J.  Miller,  Oliver  Wellington,  M.  D.  FuHer, 
Philastiis  Powers,  Josephus  Clifford  &  Son  (Alfred  D.),  Daniel  G.  Carruth  & 
Son  (Janoes  A'.),  George  Whitney,  and  Nelson  Stone,  with  many  others.  Tho 
census  of  1875  returns  126  farms,  valued  at  $240,075,  and  tho  agricultural 
productions  amounted  to  $90,246.  The  domestic  animals  were  valued  at 
$46,003,  and- the  butter  produced  amounted  to  32,036  pounds,  valued  at 
$11,591.  There  were  1,830  tons  of  hay  produced.  At  one  time  mahufac-. 
turing  was  Carried  on  io  some  extent,  there  being  in  1837  one  cotton-mill 
turning  out  165,000  yards  of  cotton  goods  annually,'  a  woolen-mill  which  pro- 
duced 11,500!=  yards  of  *cloth ;  and  65,500  palm-leaf  hats  were  made.  Tho 
only  manufacturing  of  any  note  at  present  are  the  chair  factories  of  J.  D. 
Parker  and  Francis  Whitney,  located  at  Goulding  Village. 

For  several  years  Phillipstdn  was  a  more  active  business  place  than  many  of 
the  surrounding  towns.  The  mercantile  firm  of  Isaac  Basset  I  &  Son,  after- 
wards carried  on  by  C.  C.  Bassett  &  Co.,  Lee,  Boynton  &  Co.,  and  Leo  & 
Bassett,  did  moiHs  business  than  any  other  firm  in  this  part  of  the  State,  (Ksopio 
coming  from  Athol,  Orange,  Warwick,  Petersham,  Dana,  Northficld,  Royal- 
ston,  Winchendon  and  the  towns  of  southern  New  Hampshire,  to  trade  at  their 
store.    The  firm  were  also  the  second  iu  the  State  to  put  out  palm-leaf  to  braid, 
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aDd  were  largely  engaged  in  that  business,  tbeir  sales  in  this  braneb,  of  their 
business  alone  amounting  to  $125,000  in  one  year. 

Pbillipston  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Royalston,  on  the  east  by  Templeton, 
south-west  by  Petersham,  and  on  the  west  by  Alhol.  Prospect  Hill,  situated 
about  two  miles  west  of  the  Centre,  is  a  largo  and  fertile  hill.  From  an  emi- 
nence on  this  hill  an  extensive  view  of  the  surrounding  country  on  every  side  is 
obtained,  —  more  than  sixteen  villages,  with  nearly  thirty  church  spires,  ore  in 
view,  while  the  scenery  of  hill  and  mountain  is  magnificent. 

"  Ah !  that  such  beauty,  varyiog  in  the  light 
Of  living  nature,  cannot  be  portrayed 
By  wortls,  nor  by  the  iiencil's  silent  skill, 
But  is  tbo  property  of  bim  alone 
Who  bath  bebekl  it,  noted  it  with  care, 
And  in  bis  mind  reconled  it  with  love." 

The  town  is  exceedingly  well  watered  by  perennial  streams  and  rivulets. 
Among  these  are  Burnshirt  Kiver,  which  for  some  distance  forms  the  boundary 
line  between  this  town  and  Templeton.  Beaver  Brook  and  Mill  Brook  drain 
the  northerly  part  of  the  town,  the  former  for  several  miles  forming  the. 
boundary  between  Phillipston  and  Templeton,  and  emptying  its  waters  into 
Miller'8  Iliver  in  Royalston.  Wine  Brook  rises  in  the  south-west  part  of  the 
town,  aiid  flows  north-easterly  through  a  beautiful  valley.  It  derives  its  name 
from  the  color  of  its  waters.  Other  streams  are  Moccasin  Brook  and  a  branch 
of  Swift  River. 

Phillipston  has  been  represented  at  the  State  House  by  the  following  repre- 
sentatives:—Ithaniar  Ward,  1805,  '6,  '8,  '9,  '10,  U2,  '14,  *15;  Elijah  Gould, 
1811,  M3;  Dea.  Josepji  Knowlton,  181G,  '17,  '18,  '19,  '27,  '29;  John  Doanc, 
1821;  Aliel  AVhite,  1831,  '32,  '33;  Jason  Goulding,  1834, '41, '43, '44, '48,  . 
'6G;  Capt.  Lot  Doane,  1835;  James  Richardson,  1836,  '37,  '38,- '40;  Capt. 
James  Carrulh,  1839 ;  Peter  Sanderson,  1842,  '40 ;  Charles  C.  Bassetl,  18il, 
'52  ;  William  Miller,  1853,  '54 ;  Russell  Carrulh,  1859 ;  Edward  Powers,  18C3 ; 
James  G.  Smith,  1871 ;  Henry  S.  Miner,  1875,  '7fi.  • 

Jason  Goulding  served  as  State  Senator  in  1846  and  1847,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1853. 

The  following  have  served  as  Town  Clerks :  —  Charles  Baker,  1787,  '88,  '89 ; 
Jonnthan  Jones,  1790,  '91,  '92 ;  Jason  Ayres,  1793 ;  Elijah  Gould,  1794,  'JD5  ; 
John  Barnai-d,  1796,  '97  ;  Joseph  Knowlton,  1798, 1802  to  1810 ;  E\Uha  Cook, 
1799,  1800;  Nahum  Jones,  1801 ;  Nahum  Ward,  1810  to  1816, '22,  '23;  John 
Doano,  1816;  Oliver  Powers,  1817,  '18, '19,  '20;  Josiah  Stockwell,  1821; 
Francis  C.  Champney,  1824  to  1827;  James  Stone,  1827  to  1830;  Artemas 
Piper,  1830  to  1834;  Charles  C.  Bassett,  1834, '35,  '36,  and  184a  to  '45; 
Joseph  Knowlton,  Jr.,  1837,  '38,  '39;  Russell  Carnith,  1845,; '46,  '60;  . 
Jason  Goulding,  1847  to  1855 ;  Pliny  N.  Ward,  J855;  T.  T.  Miller,  1856  U 
1860  and  1861 ;  Tbomfis  Martin,  1862  to  1867  ;  Lyman  Wbite^  1867,  '68,  '69, 
'70;  A.  A.  Bolton,  1871  to  1879;  Emory  S.  Bates,  1879. 


J26  TOWN  OF  PniLLIPSTOlf. 

In  politics  tlie  yotere  of-  Phillipston  fiaro  generally  gone  together,  nlmoit  to 
a  nmn,  whether  as  Federalists,  in  tho  early  days  of  the  town,  or  later.  Ha 
Whigs  and  Bopubtieans.  So  sure  was  the  town  in  Whig  times  to  go  almost 
solid  for  tiiat  party,  that  it  bec:iino  designated  in  the  political  world  as 

t 

**T1m  little  ttsr  whieh  never  sets." 

The  population  of  the  town,  since  its  incorporation,  has  been  as  follows:—* 
1790-740;  1800-802;  1810-839;  1820-916;  1830-932;  1840-919;  1850- 
809;  1855-799;  1860-764;  1865-725;  1870-693;  1875-666. 

Harris  Lodge  of  Froemaddns  was  removed  from  Atbol  to  Gerry  in  1811,  and 
for  several  years  its  meetings  were  held  at  tho  ball  of  Etij  tb  Gould. 

The  town  now  has  a  good  band  known  as  the  Phillipstoa  Bniss  Bund,  Aaron 
W.  Merriam,  Icjider. 

Tho  present  town  oiGcers  are :  Clerk,  Emory  S.  Bates ;  selectmen,  assessors 
and  overseers  of  the  poor,  James  A.  Carruth,  James  Watts,  Emory  S.  Bates; 
school  committee,  C.  Waldo  Bates,  George  Whitney,  George  G.  Smith  \ 
treasurer  and  collector,  S.  E.  Pike. 

Aofong  those  who  have  been  prominently  identified  with  the  business,  social 
and  politic  bistoiy  of  the  town,  may  he  mentioned  CSol.  Ignatius  Gootding, 
who  moved  from  Leicester  to  Gerry  in  1811,  and  in  cotnpany  with  Samuel 
Damon  of  Holden,  engaged  in  the  manufadturo of  cotton  and  woolen  goods; 
three  factories  were  built  in  the  east  part  of  tho  town,  and  for  many  years  a 
large  business  was  carried  on  there.  Ho  was  a  man  of  influence  among  his 
t6wni»meu,'  and  was  active  in  obtaining  the  change  in  the  name  of  the  town  from 
Gdrry  to  Pbillipston. 

Hon.  Jason  Goulding,  son  of  Col.  Ignatius  Goulding,  was  born  in  Paxton 
Oct.  26i  1^1,  and  came  with  his  father  to  Grerry  in  1811.  lie  was  a  clerk  in 
a  store  at  Holden  for  seven  years,  and  during  the  rest  of  his  life  has  always 
resided  in  Phillipston.  He  has  held  many  oflices  of  trust  and  honor  in  his 
town,  county,  and  State,  serving  as  State  Senator  from  this  district  in  1846  and 
1847  ;  has  been  a  member  of  the  Licgislature  five  years,  the  first  time  in  1834 
and  the  last  in  1866 ;  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  185J ; 
special  commissioner  of  Worcester  County  for  six  years ;  justice  of  the  peace 
for  more  than  forty  years ;  ix>stmaster  about  thirty  years,  and  has  held  nearly 
every  town  office.  He  is  a  leading  member  of  the  Congregational  church,  and 
still  lives  in  the  town  where  he  has  spent  so  active  a  life. 

Edward  Powers,  who  was  a  farmer  and  extensive  lumber  dealer,  was  a  man 
honored  and  respected  by  the  entire  community.  Ho  held  important  town 
offices,  and  represented  his  district  in  the  Legislature.  He  removed  to  Athol 
in  1878«  where  he  died  in  the  summer  of  1879.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he 
cwas  a  director  of  the  Atbol  National  Bank. 

Deacon  Courtlon  Sanderson  was  largely  engaged  in  the  tanning  business  for 
JQauy  years ;  he  now  devotes  his  time  to  agriculture,  being  one  of  the  progress- 
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iye  farmers  of  the  day,  who  believes  in  the  dignity  and  honor  of  his  calling. 
He  has  been  President  of  the  Worcester  North-west  Agricnlturaland  Mechan- 
ical Society,  and  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Among  the  sons  of  Phillipston,  who  have  gone  from  their  native  town,  and 
have  gained  honor  and  distinction  in  their  adopted  homes,  are  Rev.  P.  O.  Pow- 
ers,  who  graduated  at  Amherst  College,  and  went  as  missionary  to  Turkey. 
He  sailed  for  that  place  under  the  auspices  of  the  American  Board,  Nov.  12, 
1834,  and  dic4  in  Hassab,  Tnrkey,  Oct.  2,  1872 ;  a  daughter,  Harriet  G.  Vo\^^ 
ers,  is  now  a  missionary  teacher  in  Turkey. 

Jeremiah  L.  Newton,  graduated  at,  Amherst  in  the  class  of  1850,  was  princi- 
pal of  the  Brown  Ladies'  School,  at  Ncwburyport,  three  j^ears,  and  of  the  Bath 
Academy  and  High  School  at  Bath«  Me.,  for  five  years.  .He  went  to  Bostofi  in 
1859  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  law,  in  which  he  is  engaged  at  the  present 
time.  Was  elected  a  member  of  the  Common  Council  of  Boston,  for  three  Suc- 
cessive yearsi  and  a  member  of  the  Legislature  two  years,  from  the  city  of 
Boston. 

Dr.  Horace  L.  Bowker  was  born  in  Phillipston  Nov.  22,  1832,  and  went  to 
Boston  in  18G1,  where,  he  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine,  in  which  he 
continued  for  eight  years,  when  he  becan^e  interested  in  chemistry  and  went 
into  business  as  a  manufacturing  chemist,  in  which  he  is  now  engaged.  .  He 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  City  Council  of  Boston  in  1864,  and  served,  in  the 
Legislatures  of  1873,  1875  aud  1878.  Was  appointed  State  Assayer  for  Masr 
sachusetts  in  1877,  which  office  he  now  holds. 

The  author  extends  thanks  to  Hon.  Jason  Goulding  and  Charles  C.  Bassett, 
Esq.,  for  valuable  information.  Also  to  L.  B.  Caswell,  C.  E.,  of  Athol,  for 
aid  in  preparation  of  MS.,  and  to  all  others  who  h&ve  assisted  him  in  obt^iping 
material,  and  in  the  preparation  of  this,  the  first  extended  history  of  Phillips- 
ton. 
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BT   HON.   CHARLES  THEODORE  RUSSELL. 


CHAPTER  I. 

TOFOOBAFHIGAL    SITUATION — WACHUSETT    BIOUNTAIN  —  INDIAN    POSSESSIONS  — 
SUBMISSION  OF  THE  TRIBES  TO    THE     ENGLISH  —  SUBSEQUENT    OUTBREAK  — > 
.  HRS.  ROWLANDSON'S  SUFFERINGS  —  PURCHASE  OF  THE  TEREITORT  —  ORIGINAL 
,     ALLOTMENTS  —  LABOR  GRANTS. 

Princeton  is  situated  upon  the  highlaiuls  of  Worcester  County,  a  littlo 
north  of  its  centre,  and  n1>out  midway  of  a  line  drawn  nearly  west  from  Doston 
to  Connecticut  River.  It  comprises  more  tbai\  22,000  acres  of  rough,  hilly^ 
broken  but  fertile  land,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  finest  mountain  regions  of 
the  State.  It  is  bounded  northerly  by  Westininisster ;  easterly  by  Leominster 
and  Sterling;  southerly  by  Holden  and  Rutland;  and  westerly  by  Hubbard- 
ston.  In  its  northern  section,  rises  in  graceful  outlmc  and  beauty,  Wachasott 
mountoin,  and  with  its  adjacent  hills  occupies  much  the  larger  part  of  it.  The 
mountain  rears  its  rocky  and  wooded  sides  two  thousand  and  eighteen  feet 
above  the  sea,  and  some  thousand  above  Pino  Hill  on  its  east,  and  little  Wachu* 
sett  on  its  west.  The  three  constitute  a  range,  which,  viewed  from  the  south 
and  east,  is  rarely  surpassed  in  picture^^que  and  quiet  loveliness. 

The  highest  land  between  the  sea  and  Connecticut  Kiver,  and  with  the 
exception  of  Greylock,  and  one  or  two  of  the  hills  of  central  and  southern 
Berkshire*,  in  the  State,  it  naturally  attracted  the  early  notice  of  the  settlers 
upon  Massachusetts  Bay. 

Jaii.  27,  1G32,  old  style,  Feb.  7,  1635,  by  present  reckoning,  TVinthrop,  in 
his  journal,  writes : — 

^*  The  Govcrnour  and  some  company  with  him  went  up  by  Charles  River  about  eight 
miles  aljoye  "Watertown."* 

After  naming  certain  streams  and  hills  there  found  : — 

*^0n  the  west  side  of  Mount  Fcake,  they  went  up  a  very  high  rock,  from  whence 
they  might  see  all  over  Ncipuctt,  and  a  ver}'  high  hill,  duo  west  alK>ut  forty  miles  offi 
&  to  the  14".  W.  the  high  hills'hy  Merrimack  above  sixty  miles  off."* 

*  1  Winthrop*8  Joar.,  GU. 
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This  is  the  first  mentioD,  and  probably  tho  first  sight  of  any  portion  of 
Worcester  County  by  the  colonists,  as  no  part  of  its  wilderness  was  traversed 
by  civilized  man,  until  Hookcr^s  company,  or  their  immediate  predecessors, 
made  their  expedition  towards  the  Connecticut  in  1635. 

Princeton  then  belonged  to  the  Nasbaways  or  Xashuas,  who  held  the  lands 
on  and  west  of  the  river  which  still  bears  their  name.  Their  sachem  had  hb 
royal  wigwam  between  the  Wascbacums  in  Sterling. 

The  region  was  naturally  the  resort,  if  not  the  residence,  of  the  Indians.  In 
1 643  Wi nthrop  relates  that— 

'*  At  this  court  Cutshamekin  and  squaw  sachem,  Mascononoco,  Nashacowam  and 
Wassamagoin,  two  sachems  near  the  great  hill  of  the  west,  called  Wachusett,  came 
into  the  court,  and  according  to  their  forniifcr  tender  to  the  governor,  desired  to  be 
received  under  our  protection  and  government,  upon  the  same  term  that  Pumham  and 
Sacononoco  were ;  so  we  causing  th^m  to  imdcrstand  the  articles,  and  air  the  ted  c6m- 
mandments  of  God,  and  they  freely  assenting  to  all,  they  were  solemnly  received)  and 
then  presented  the  cojiirt  w^ith  26  fathom  more  of  wampom,  and  the  court' gave  each  of 
them  a  coat  of  two  yards  of  cloth  and  their  dinner ;  and  to  them  and  their  men  eve;7iODe 
of  them  a  cup  of  sack  at  their  departure,  so  they  took  leave  and  went  away  very 
Joylbl.*^^  '  i 

A  more  extended  account  of  this  submission  is  given  in  the  records  of  th^ 
Massachusetts  Bay.  As  one'of  the  earliest  of  the  Indian  treaties,  of  which  our 
States  and  Country  have  since  made  so  maiiy,  we  give  its  record  entire :— 

^^  Wossamcgpn,  Nasbowanon,  Cutshamacbe,  Mascanomet  &  Squa  Sachim  did  Tolan* 
tarily  submit  themselves  to  us,  as  appeareth  by  their  covenant  subscribed  w^  tfieir  own 
Lands,  hear  following,  &  oth'  articles  to  w***  tbey  consented — 

*' Wee  have  &  by  these  presents  do  voluntarily  ^  w***out  any  constraint  or  psuasion^ 
but  of  o'  ownc  free  motion,  pat  o'selves,  o'  subjects,  lands,  &  estates  under  the  govern^ 
ment  &  jniisdictioh  of  the  Massachusets,  to  bee  governed  &  ptected  by  them,  accord- 
ing to  their  iust  lawes  &  orders,  so  farr  as  wee  sbalbee  made  capable  of  understanding 
them ;  &  wee  do  pmise  for  o'sclvcs  &  all  o'  subiects  &  all  o'  posterity,  to  be  tni€  Sb 
faithful!  to  the  said  government,  &  ayding  to  the  maintainance  thereof,  to  o'  best 
ability,  and  fro*"  time  to  time  to  give  speec^v  notice  of  any  conspirac}',  attempt,  <^  evill 
intention  of  any  which  wee  shall  know  or  heareof  against  the  same ;  and  wee  do  pmise 
to  be  willing  fro*"  time  to  time  to  bee  instructed  in  the  knowledg  &  worship  of  God*. 
In-witnes  whereof  wee  have  hereunto  pot  o'  hands  the  8*^  of  the  first  m%  a  1643* 
1644. 

^^CuXSHAlfACHS. 

Nashowanoit. 

WdssAiiEGOir. 

Maskakovett. 

Squa  Sachhc 

^^Certaine  Questions  ppounded  to  the  Indians  and  Answears. 

.    '^1.    To  worship  y*  onely  true  God,  w^  made  heaven  is  earth,  &  not  to  blaspheme 

him. 

*  2  Winthrop't  Joor^  166w 
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*^Aii:  We  do  desire  to  ler'eiioe  j«  God  of  j*  Ei^iah,  4e  to  qpeeke  wdl  ofl^be- 
ceoee  wee  tee  bee  dodi  better  to  j*  EoglUh  then  othe*  Gods  do  to  others. 

^2.    Not  so  swear  flaloelj.    Aq :  They  saj  thej know  not  w*  swering  is  smoag  y*. 

^8*  Not  to  do  any  onnecessery  worfce  on  y*  Sabeth  dsy,  espeeieUy  w*^  y*  gates  of 
christian  towoes.  An :  It  is  easy  to  y* ;  they  have  not  moch  to  do  on  any  day,  4b  they 
can  well  take  their  ease  on  y*  day. 

*^4.  To  bono' their  parents  db  all  their  snpio's.  An:  Itistheircostmnetodoeo,  Ibr 
the  inferiors  to  bono'  their  sapio'a. 

^5.  To  kill  no  man  w^oat  lust  cause  and  lost  antbority.  Ans:  This  is  good  4  they 
desire  to  do  so. 

^^  6.  To  oomit  no  andean  lost,  dx.  ...  An :  Though  sometime  some  of  y*  do 
it,  yet  they  count  that  naughtt  db  do  not  alow  it. 

"  7.    Not  to  Steele.    An :  They  say  to  y*  as  to  y*  6*^  qnere. 

^*  To  suffer  their  children  to  learn  to  reade  Grods  word,  y  *  they  may  earn  to  know  God 
aright,  is  worship  in  bis  owne  way. 

^^They  say,  as  oportunity  will  serve,  d;  English  lire  among  y*,  they  desire  so  to  do* 

f^  Tliat  they  should  not  be  idle. 

^^  To  these,  they  consented,  acknowledging  y*  to  bee  good. 

^^  Being  received  by  us,  they  psented  2G  fathome  of  wampum,  d;  the  oourt  directed  the 
Treasurer  to  give  them  five  coats,  two  yards  in  a  coate,  of  red  cloth,  db  a  potftiU  of 
wine.*** 

• 

In  spite  of  this  solemD-  compact,  supplemented  by  religious  instruction,  and 
ratified  by  the  parting  **pot  full  pf  wine,''  its  makers,  within  a  generation, 'were 
engaged  in  savage  hostilities  with  the  govemmeut,  to  which  they  had  acknowl- 
edged allegiance,  and  from  the  summit  of  the  mountain  they  had  surrendered, 
devoted  its  towns  to  pillage  and  slaughter.  At  tbo  outbi-eqk  of  the  N^rragan- 
set  war,  in  1675,  they  joined  King  Philip,  and  after  bis  defeat  in  bis  own  coun- 
.  try,,  the  ^  lauds  about;  the  Wacbusetts  *!  became  one  of  the  head-quarters  of 
bis  followers,  where  be  was  frequently  present.  In  1G76,  although  some  of 
them  bad  received  the  pious  instructions  of  Eliot  and  Gookin,  they  made  the 
disastrous  attack  upon  Lancaster,  so  familiar  to  us  from  the  simple  and  touch- 
ing narrative  of  Mrs.  Rowlandson. 

After  her  capture  she  was  taken  to  this  mountain,  and  by  successive 
"Removes,**  through  the  wilderness  to  Squakeag  (Northfield),  on  the  Connec- 
ticut. 

"After  many  weary  steps,**  says  this  trustful.  Christian  woman,  returning 
from  her  wildetiiess,  winter  wanderings,  ''We  came  to  Wacbusett.**  As  they 
approached  it  through  a  great  swamp  '^  up  to  their  knees  in  mud  and  watei*,** 
she  says:  " Going  along,  having  indeed  my  life,  but  little  spirit,  Philip  (who 
was  in  the  company),  came  up  and  took  me  by  the  hand  and  said,  '  Two  weeks 
more  and  you  shall  bo  mistress  again.'  I  asked  him  if  he  spoke  true?  Ho 
answered,  *  Yes,  and  quickly  you  shall  come  to  your  master  again.** 

Sbe  remained  at  IVachuset,  until  released.    Not  only  was  King  Philip  with  her 

•  »  ■ 

*  MsM.  CoL  BecordB,  VoL  II.,  p.  05. 


A  SAD  CAPTIVITY.  231 


ciptors,  but  several  other  of  the  leading  Sagamores,  aud  among  them  Qi'inna- 
pin,  the  muster  of  Mrs.  Row]and^^on,  and  his  ^yi^e,  the  celebrated  **  Squaw 
Sachim,**  Metamoo,,  ** Queen  of  Pocasset,'*  "a  severe  and  proud  Dame,"  says 
her  captive,  *M>estowing  every  Day  in  dressing  herself  near  as  much  Time  us 
any  of  the  Gentiy  of  the  Land,  powdering  her  Hair  and  painting  her  Face.** 
••Next  unto  Phillip  in  respect  to  the  mischief  that  hath  been  done  and  the 
blood  (hat  hath  been  shed  in  this  warr,"  says  Cotton  Mather. 

Mrs.  Rowliindson  was  here  when  the  Indians  returned  from  Marlborough, 
and  witnessed  and 'graphically  describes  their  grand  powwow,  preparatory  to 
attacking  Sudbury,  as  well  as  that  on  the  return  Ironi  that  slaughter. 

That  "Wachusett"  was  at  this  time  *'the  Head-quarters"  of  the  hostile 
Indians  appears,  not  only  from  Mr^,  Howlandson's  narrative,  but  from  those  of 
Hubbard  and  Mather,  the  letters  of  Capt.  Henchman,  in  command  of  the  Col- 
ony forces,  and  official  communications  to  the  Indians  by  the  General  Court. 
May  3,  1676,  it  sent  Seth  Perry  as  its  •'messenger  to  the  sacheins  at  Wachu- 
bets,"  with  a  letter,  addressed  to  ••the  Saggamore  about  AVatchusctts,  Phillip, 
John,  Sam,  Waskahen,  Old  Queen  and  Pombam,"  all  leading  sachems  in 

Indian  history.     But  before  Perry, 

'.J  '  .  -  ■■-.•.. 

^'  On  a  sabbath,  the  sun  being  about  an  hour  high  in  the  afternoon,  came  Mr.  John 
Hoar  (the  council  permitting  him,  and  his  own  forward  spirit  inclining  him),  with  the 
two  Indians,  Tom  &  Peter,  with  the  third  letter  froip  the  Council."  I  * 

Ho  at  once  opened  negotiations  for  Mrs.  Bowlandson*s  release.  *  iTho  narln* 
tivc  continues :  — 

^^  In  the  morning  Mr.  Hoar  invited  the  Saggamores  to  dinner ;  but  when  we'  went  to 
g^t  it  ready  we  found  they  had  stolen  the  greater  part  of  the  provisions  Mr.  Hoar  had 
brought.". 

This  graceless  act  worked  less  mischief  in  these  early  diplomatic  Wachusett 
festivities  than  it  might,  *•  l)ecause,'*  as  the*  lady  says,— 

**  *  Mr.  Hoar  called  tbem  betinie  to  dinner,  but  they  eat  but  little,  they  being  so  busy  in 
dressiug  tbemselvcs  <&  getting  ready  for  their  dance ;  "which  was  carried  on  by  eight  of 
tbem,  four  men  and  four  squaws ;  my  master  and  mistress  being  two.  He  was  dressed 
inlnsholland  sbirt,  witb  great  stockings,  his  garters  hung  round  witb  shilling^,  and 
had  girdles  of  wampum  upon  bis  head  and  shoulders.  Sbo  had  a  kersey  coat,  covered 
witb  girdles  of  wampum  from  tbe  loins  upward.  Her  arms,  from  her  elbows  to  her 
hands,  were  covered  with  bracelets ;  there  were  bandfuls  of  necklaces  about  her  neck, 
and  several  sorts  of  jewels  in  bcr  ears.  She  bad  One  red  stockings,  and  white  shoes, 
her  bair  powdered,  and  her  face  painted  red,  that  was  always  before  black.  And  all 
tbe  dancers  were  after  tbe  same  manner.' " 

The  narrative  proceeds : — 

^*  On  Tuesday  morning,  the3'.called  their  General  Court  (as  they  stiied  it),  to  consult 
and  determine  wbetber  I  should  go  home  or  no.  And  tbe}'  all  seemingly  contented 
that  I  should  go,  except  Philip,  who  would  not  come  among  tbem." 

This  absence  of  Philip  is  explained  by  a  previous  passage  in  the  narrative:  — 
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^^  Philip  iQielliDg  the  business,  called  me  to  hi iii«  &  asked  me  what  I  would  give 
him  to  tell  me  some  good  news,  &  to  speak  a  good  word  for  roe  that  I  might  go  home 
to*morrow.  I  told  him  I  could  not  tell  what  to  give  him ;  I  would  any  thing  I  had, 
&  asked  him  what  he  would  hare?  He  said  two  coats,  &  20  shillings  in  money,  & 
hair  a  bushel  of  seed  oorn,  &  some  tobacco.  I  thanked  him  for  his  love,  but  I  knew 
that  good  news  as  well  as  that  crafty  fox." 

On  the  30th  of  April,  old  style,  Mrs.  Kowlnndson  was  released  to  Air.  Hoar, 
at  a  place  tradition  still  points  out,  in  a  meadow,  near  a  gigantic  I>owlder,  ever 
since  known  as  **  Redcmpt  ion  Rock,  at  the  castorn  base  of  tbo  mountain  and 
near  tbo  shores  of  the  pond  of  the  same  name ;  but  not,  however,  until  Mr. 
Hoar  .bad  been  obliged  to  conciliato  the  royal  Qiiannnpin  with  a  pint  of  rum, 
upon  which  he  at  once  got  beastly  drunk,  to  the  no  small  alarm  of  his  captive, 
and  scandal  of  his  royal  spouso. 

With  the  close  of  the  war  the  Indians  practically  resigned  forever  this  beau* 
tiful  ppot  to  their  persistent  invaders. 

In  1682^  comthi3tiioners  Stoughton  and  Dudley,  appointed  to  negptitite  with 
the  Nipmucks  for  their  lands,  pe|iort  a  purcba^  from  **  Black ^xtiiS^^.  but  say 
•'The  Northern  part,  towahls  A7iichuaett.}5;j^till  mit)|tb^  persons  yei 

scarcely Ja befpun$ -meet  tote  treated  with  Uitreiibovtn.^  ^  \^ ; '^ 

Fouii-years  liater  ^ijvatJj  enter]lrise  was  nlo^o  Sii^gj^rful^an^^^ 
Josepb*^owla«ason,4loseph*Foster,  Benjamin  JviUard  rind  Jlypctioh  Ste\'ens 
purclifl^ded  of^l^pagastionl  Ppmpamama^^j  Wanitapan,^assawanrR)Wtind  Qtiali* 
puniW^^  ^^^^'^  ^f^^^  9^  if^^^^^  Medows,.J^wtfmpf ,,  Trml>er&i  £t6rviU  contain- 
ing twelve  miles  square."  For  this  they  (xiid  twenty-three  pounds,  or  alx>ut 
eighty  ceiiis  a  i4d|&:0  nule.  This  ^rritory  Included  *tl^  sodthertn  If S^'  Ihrger 
part  of  Princeton.-     '    r  "    '.    .  •* 

Nothing  seems  to  have  been  done  under  this  deed  until  1714,  when  the 
General  Court,  on  the  application  of  the  sons  and  grandsons  of  Mnj.  Simon 
Willard  and  others  confirmed  to  them  the  title,  provided  there  should  be  set- 
tled on  the  lundd  sixty  families  in  seven  years,  and  ^  sufficient  lands  reserved 
for  the  use  of  the  gospel  minister  and  school." 

Three  plans  of  this  purchase,  known  as  Naquag,  arc  in  the  archives  of  the 
Commonwealth ;  the  last  a  very  accurate  one  presented  by  Rev.  Thomas 
Prince  and  others,  a  committee  of  the  proprietors,  in  1749,  when  thoy  asked 
the  grant  of  a  land  tax.  Upon  this,  the  portion  afterwards  included  in  Prince- 
ton is  laid  down  as  Rutland  East  Wing.  It  is  a  parallelogram  nearly,  all  its 
lines  being  perfectly  straight,  the  cast  and  west  each  eleven  hundred  and  fifty 
rods,  the  south  sixteen  hundred  and  ninety  rods,  and  the  north  sixteen  hundred 
n>ds.  Its  area  varies  somewhat  on  these  and  later  plans,  a  fact  not  surprising 
in  those  days  of  liberal  allowance  ^for  sags  of  the  chain."  It  contained  about 
cloven  thousand  and  seven  hundred  acres,  and  the  north  line  separating  it 
fn*m  the  Province  lauds,  then  unsurveyed  and  extending  far  beyond,  ran 
fitxaight  from  the  south-east  corner  of  what  was  subsequently  known  as  the 
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lelter  M  lot  to  tbo  extreme  south-west  edge  of  Wachusett.  The  Meeting- 
House  Hill  was  then  called  Turkey  Ilill,  and  this  line  ran  along  the  depression 
between  the  Wachusetts,  where  the  road  now  passes. 

This  tract  remained  in  common,  neither  surveyed  nor  explored,  till  1718f 
when  it  was  divided  by  the  proprietors  into  forty-eight  farms  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  acres  each.  At  this  time,  there  were  thirty-three  proprietors, 
and  at  a  meeting  in  Boston,  November  5th  of  that  year,  one  of  these  farms  wot 
assigned  to  each  by  lot.  The  three  meadow  lots  —  Pout  AVater,  Wachusett 
and  Dead  Meadow  —  were  reserved  for  common  use.  Twelve  lots,  marked  by 
proprietoi-s  from  A  to  M,  were  also  reserved, — eleven  for  the  proprietors,  the 
other  'Tor  the  first  ordained  minister  of  Rutland."  The  full  list  of  the  proprie* 
tors«  with  the  lot  of  each,  is  recorded  in  their  records. 

The  lettered  lots  were  owned  in  common  until  Sept.  24,  1734,  when,  at  a 
meeting  of  the  proprietors  at  the  Royal  Exchange  Tavern,  Boston,  these  lotSf 
together  with  the  ^  gores  and  gussets,'^  were  divided.  At  the  same  meetiugt 
it  was  voted  that  sixty-three  acres  '*  in  lot  No.  A  [this  included  the  Meeting* 
House  Hill  J,  not  having  been  set  off  to  any  of  the  proprietors,  by  reason  of 
the  brokenness  of  it,  be  granted  to  Rev.  ^Ir.  Thomas  Prince,  in  consideration 
of  the  great  care  and  labor  he  has  takeu  in  calculating  and  computing  the 
divisions  above-mentioned,  and  other  good  services  performed  to  the  pro- 
prietors." 

In  November,  1736,  the  Wachusett,  Pout  Water  and  Dead  Meadow  lota 
were  divided,  in  the  division  one  acre  of  meadow  being  *Walued  as  three  acree 
of  upland.'*  Thus  the  whole  territory  l>ecame  subdivided,  and  passed  to  indi- 
viduals. Of  these,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Prince,  as  the  proprietor  of  five  shares,  was 
the  largest  owner,  although  he  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  proprietor  at 
the  division  of  1718.  Probably  still  further  purchases  were  made  by  him 
before  1759. 

The  northerly  and  remaining  portion  of  the  town,  comprising  at  its  incor- 
poratiou  seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  .acres,  is  comi>osed  of 
several  distinct  grants.  The  largest  and  most  important  was  made  to  the 
towns  of  AVeston  and  Watertown. 

In  1G51,  Watertown,  then  embracing  Weston,  was  involved  in  a  controversy 
with  Sudbury,  as  to  boundaries,  which  the  General  Court  settled  in  favor  of 
Sudbury.  At  the  same  time,  it  passed  an  order  that  "Water  Towne  shall  have 
two  thousand  ackers  of  land  laid  out  nero  Ass-ibeth  River,  in.  respect  of  such 
land  as  was  wanting  to  them,  which  was  granted  them  formerly  by  this  Court 
ti>  I)e  the  bounds  of  their  towne.** 

For  some  reason,  this  grant  never  took  effect,  or  was  never  located.  In 
1728,  Watertown  and  Weston,  which  had  then  been  incoqioratcd,  petitioned 
to  have  it  revived ;  and,  in  June  of  that  year,  the  General  Court  granted  to 
those  towns  two  thousand  acres,  to  be  located  in  any  unappropriated  lands  of 
the  Province.    In  November,  it  was  selected,  surveyed,  and  a  plan  rctoraed 
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to  the  General  Court,  in  which  it  ia  described  as  **  in  the  unappropriated  famd. 
Joining  to  the  Groat  Wachusett  Hill,  bounded  soutlMrealerljr  by  Rutland  line 
of  their  township,  every  other  way  bj  PtoTince  land."  This  tract  ran  on  tbo 
Rutland  lino  a  liltle  more  than  two  and  a  half  miles.  Its  lines  are  all  strait 
except  the  west,  which  ia  yery  daintily  deflected  to  exclude  the  mountain,  and 
at  the  suroe  time  include  all  the  Tuluablo  land  at  its  base.  Wachusett  was  no 
favorite  with  the  land-seekers. 

This  tract,  commencing  at  a  point  on  the  line  of  Ruthind  East  Wing,  a  little 
soutb-costorly  of  the  Whitney  Hill,  extended  to  East  Princeton,  including  a 
part  of  that  village,  and  thence  over  or  to  the  north  of  Pine  Ilili  to  the  base  of 
AVaobusott,  and  thence  along  this  to  the  Rntiand  line.  -It  was  known  as  the 
Wateitown  Farm,  and  is  usually  so  called  in  the  public  documents  of  the  time. 
It  was  sold  by  the  towns  to  proprietors,  and  by  them  divided  into  fiirms  of 
equal  value,   i 

Another  grant  of  fifteen  hundred  acres  was  made  to  Thomas  Plaisted.  This 
tract  is  usually  called  the  Potash  Farm  in  the  public  records.  When  granted 
Is  uncertain.  In  I7G0,  the  General  Court  directed  William  Richardson  to 
demand  of  Timothy  Mosman  [x>ssession  of  the  **  fifteen  hundred  acres  granted 
Plaisted  on  certain  conditions  which  were  not  fulfilled  by  him.*  In  1701,  they 
Sf)nt  a  committee  to  prevent  and  prosecute  the  encroachments  upon  this  farm 
of  Lancaster,  that  town  then  including  Sterling,  and  claiming  some  part  of  it  to 
be  within  its  bounds.  In  I7G2,  an  attempt  was  made  to  sell  this,  a  fisum  of 
eighty  acres  west  of  it,  and  the  Wachusett,  at  auction,  putting  them  up  at-  a 
limited  minimum  price.  The  same  year,  Ezra  Taylor,  as  a  committee,  camo 
up  and  ran  the  lines  of  the  Potash  Farm,  and  reported  that  he  found  the  most 
valuable  part  of  the  timber  cut,  and  adds:  '*I  can't  find  out  any  person  who 
hns  done  it  except  one,  Timothy  Mosman,  who  was  then  in  possession.** 

In  17C1,  the  General  Court,  on  the  last  day  of  its  session,  granted  the  farm 
to  Qen.  Timothy  Ruggles,  the  speaker,  **in  testimony  of  their  grateful  seuse 
of  tbo  im(M>rtaut  services  he  rendered  his  country  during  the  late  war.** 

Uosliles  these  larger,  there  were  various  grants  to  individuals.  In  1739, 
throo  hundred  acres  to  Rev.  Joseph  Willard  of  Rutland,  and  two  hundred  to 
Dui^umin  Muzzy.  In  1732,  four  hundred  to  Rev.  Benjamin  Allen,  and  two 
huiuhxnl,  in  1733,  to  Joseph  Stevens,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  to  JodbuaL 
Wililor,  Jr.,  in  1743.  There  were  also  the  Blagrow  and  the  Mayhew  (arms, 
anil  there  was  included  in  the  town  at  the  incorporation  a  oonsiderable  area  of 
Province  land,  of  which  the  mountain  was  pari. 
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CHAPTER  n, 

BEOrNNINO  OP  SETTLEMENT— i-INCORPOEATION'  AND  NAME  —  FIRST  MEEn^TO- 
HOUSE  —  OLD-TIME  MINISTERS —^  CUURCII  HISTORY  —  MORE  RECENT  DENOM- 
INATIONS —  PliESENT  CONDITION  —  MOUNTAINOUS  FEATURES  —  HOTELS  jisD 
SU'MMER  VISITORS  —  WAR  RECORD  —  SPIRIT  OF  LIBERTY,  EDUCATION  AifV 
RELIGIOUS  LIFE. 

As  early  as  1734  votes  were  passed  by  the  Rutland  proprietors  in  reference 
to  **  bringing  forward  settlements  in  the  East  wing,"  but  none  were  made.  Tbe 
first  setttemcnt  was  made  not  upon  this  tract,  nor  upon  ^  the  Watertown  fann," 
but  by  an  enterprising  pioneer  upon  a  gmut  obtained  by  him  from  the  Provinob. 
In  1742  Joshua  AVilder,  Jr.,  grandson  of  Nathaniel  Wilder  of  Lancaster,  who 
was  grandson  of  an  earlier  Nathaniel,  killed  in  the  Indian  attacks  upon.' that 
town,  presented  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  wherein  hd  sets  forth :  —    - 

^*  That  the  distance  between  Lancaster  and  a  new  town  called  Nichewaug  (Peter- 
sham) is  about  25  miles:  That  about  ten  miles  west  of  Lancaster  M^ting-Hbuae 
there  is  a  tract  of  Province  land,  which  contains  about  120  acres  l3'ing  between  land 
formerly  granted  to  Mr.  Piaisted  and  Allen,  and  a  farm  called  Blagrow  farm,  which  Iji 
out  of  the  bounds  of  4iny  Town.  That  your  petitioner,  though  a  poor  man,  yet  he 
humbly  apprehends  he  hath  the  character  of  an  Iloncst  and  Laborious  man,  and  to 
minded  to  settle  himself  and  family  thereon*. 

^^Tbat,  therefore,  be  is  very  desirous  of  obtaining  a  grant  of  said  land  on  such  condi- 
tions  as  may  be  consistent  with  3'our  Excellency 'b  and  Honorable  wisdom,  on  as  easy 
terms  as  maybe,  and  should  he  obtain  it,  he  apprehends  it  would  be  of  great  service  to 
people  travelling  from  Lancaster  to  the  new  towns  now  settling  westward,  to  have  ^ 
house  to  depart  to  in  their  travelling." 

Upon  this  petition  the  Court  made  the  grant,  provided  the  petitioner  ^'does 
within  one  year  have  a  good  and  convenient  house  built  thereon  for  the  accom- 
modation of  Travellers,  and  have,  ten  acres  thereof  cleared  and  brought  to 
English  grass  or  plowing  within  four  years,  and  that  ho  dwell  therein  with  his 
family,  or  have  other  good  family  dwell  thereon.** 

Upon  this  grant,  made  in  aid  of  the  pioneer  emigrants  to  the  then  West,  Mr. 
Wilder  settled  in  1743.  He  continued  to  occupy  it  until  1755,  when  ho  ooDid^ 
yeyed  it  to  Benjamin  Houghton. 

The  next  settler,  and  the  first  in  the  Rutland  tract,  was  Abijah  Moore, 
subsequently  a  leading  man  in  the  town  and  church,  who  began  the  farm  now 
owned  by  Thomas  II.  Russell,  and  there  opened  a  second  tavern.  The  third 
settler  was  Mr.  Chccver,  in  the  southerly  part  of  the  East  wing. 

The  fouilh  was  Roliert  Keyes,  noted  as  a  hunter,  and  hence  probably  goided 
in  his  choico  of  settlement.  Ho  settled  upon  (ho  farm  on  the  back  of  Pine 
Hill,  and  upon  the  eastern  slope  of  Wachusett,  where  the  present  carriage*roid 
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to  its  summit  commences.  Shortly  after  bis  settlement,  ho  lost  a  daughter, 
who  strayed  into  the  woods,  following  her  older. (listers,  who  had  gone  to  the 
ncighlx>ring  pond.  No  traces  of  her  were  ever  found.  lu  1765  Air.  Keyea 
presented  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  In  which  he  says :  — 
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In  J*  year  of  1755  he  lost  one  of  his  children,  and  was  supposed  to  be  taken  by  the. 
lodiaos  and  carried  to  Canada.    When  it  was  first  lost  it  was  apprehended  to  be  in  the 
wooils,  wandering  about,  &  your  petitioner  was  at  great  cost  and  trouble  in  searching 
the  woods  for  it,  but  to  no  good  purpose ;  after  this  he  hears  that  it  was  at  Canada  is  that 
Le  could  get  further  information  thereof  at  Porehmouth  in  New  Hampshire ;  on  hearing 
that  ho  went  there,  &  also  sent  tD  Canada  afterwards.    He  advertised  said  child  in  the 
New  York  papers,  &  upon  that  he  had  an  account  of  such  child  being  among  the  Mohawkc" 
&.  determined  to  go  after  his  child  last  Fall,  but  has  hitherto  been  prevented  by  reason  * 
oC  sickness  and  death  in  his  family.    And  the  loss  he  hath  been  at  in  seeking  for  said 
child  hath  been  so  great,  being  about  100  pounds  lawful  money,  that  he  is  not  able  to* 
bear  it,  being  In  a  new  plantation,  &  as  there  is  within  sixty  rods  of  his  door  some . 
Province  land  lying  on  ye  Watchnsetts  hill,  which  would  be  some  advantage  to  him 
providing  he  conld  have  it ;  therefore,  your  Petitioner  prays  this  Hon.  Court  to  take 
his  case  in  your  compassionate  consideration  &  make  him  a  grant  of  ye  easterlj''  half  of 
said  Wachusett  hill." 

This  petition  is  endorsed  ^  negatived"  in  the  handwritingof  the  secretary. 

The  mountain  itself,  containing  about  SOO  acres,  we  may  here  add,  was 
granted. |)y  the  Province  in  1768  to  Rev.  Timothy  Fuller,  then  minister  of  the 
town. 

Subsequent  to  1750  settlements  must  have  been  quite  rapid,  as  in  1759, 
after  no  little  controversy  between  the  inhabitants  of  ''the  Wing"  and  ''the 
Farms,"  a  petition  of  forty-five  citizens  representing  that  ■  neither  **  this 
Wi^g"  nor  "the  Farms"  alone  would  be  abl6  to  defray  the  charges  of 
building  a  meetinghouse,  settling  a  minister '  and  maintaining  the  Gospel 
among  them,  and  . making  roads,  without  an  intolerable  heavy  tax";  that 
"  both  Wing  and  Farms  are  at  present  under  very  difficult  circumstances  by  ^^ 
the  extreme  distance,  &  badness  of  the  roads  to  the  public  worship  of  God  ia 
any  other  town,"  and  pmying  for  incorporation  as  a  town,  was  presented  t6  the 
General  Court.  At  the  same  session  a  petition  was  presented  by  twenty  •one 
other  citizens,  in  answer  to  the  first  petition,  and  praying  that  "the  East  wing" 
might  be  incorporated  as  a  town  or  district.  In  this  petition,  among  other  ' 
things,  they  aver  that  "ihey  had  rather  have  one-quarter  of  their  Heel  estate 
taken  from  them,  tlian  to  he  obliged  to  Joyne  with  these  people,"  (the  Farms) 
"where  they  are  certain  they  shall  always  live  in  Trouble  and  Difficulty."  A 
controversy  of  considerable  asperity  arose,  but  ended  in  the  incorporation*  of 
the  whole  territory  as  a  District  on  the  20tb  of  October,  1759,  under  the  name 
of  Prince  Town.  The  fears  of  the  southerners  were  speedily  allayed,  and  from 
that  day  to  this  never  has  a  town  been  more  free  from  sectional  strife  or 
animosities.  «  <       . 
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Tho  town  was  named  in  honor  of  Rev.  Tbonras  Prince  of  the  Old  South 
Church,  Boston,  one  of  the  largest  of  the  Rutland  proprietors,  and  their  secre- 
tary, and  who  had  then  recently  died.  •    «" 

The  first  District  Meeting  was  held  Dec.  24,  1759,  at  Mr.  Moore's  tarem, 
where  all  meetings  continued  to  be  held  until  the  meeting-house  was  so  far 
built  as  to  be  used  in  17G3.  The  records  of  these  meetinir^,  until  1761^  are 
lost  from  the  record  book.  Dr.  Zachariah  Harvey  was  tho  first  town  clerk,  and 
was  evidently  then  the  most  influential  citizen.  The  petition  for  incorporation 
is  in  his  handwriting,  and  in  1761  ho  was  not  only  clerk,  but  moderator,  chair- 
man of  the  selectmen,  of  the  assessors,  and  ogent  to.  the  General  Court.  The 
proceedings  of  the  meeting,  however^  at  which  he  attained  this  plurality  of 
offices,  were  contesited;  a  protest  declaring  them  illegal  '^by  reason  of  the 
meeting  not  being  purged  from  such  persons  or  voters  as  are  unqualificfd  by 
law  to  vote,"  was  filed.  A  memorial  was  sent  to  the  General  Court  charging 
the  doctor  with  pretty  high-handed  measures,  and  praying  to  have  all  the  pi^o- 
ceedings  declared  v6id,  because  **many  persons"  were  "admitted  to  vote  that 
were  not  le<Kil  voters,  &  some  that  were  not  even  inhabitants. **  He  was  called 
upon  "to  render  an  account  of  the  pi-oceedings  comp!aiued  of,**  which  he  did 
in  an  answer,  missing  from  the  files.  Tho  decision  was  in  his  favor  and  tho 
proceedings  confirmed.' 

The.  only  roads  then  existing  were  the  Province  Road  from  Lancaster  to  Sun- 
derland, along  the  north-east  line  of  the  town,  crossing  the  edge  of  Wachnsett 
Pond  in  Westminster ;  a  road  to  Ilubbardston,  and  a  road  from  Westminster 
line^  south  of  tho  mountain,  near  Meeting-IIouse  Hill,  to  Iloldcn.  ' 

Upon  incorporation,  it  bccanio  at  once  the  duty  of  tho  district  to  build  a 
meeting-house  and  settle  a  gosi)el  minister.     The  house  was  not  located  with- 
out controversy  ;  several  meetings  were  held,  and  finally  a  committee  was  se- 
lected from  Bolton,  Ilolden  and  Westminster,  with  survej'ors  from  Wcstbdr-  • 
ou(rh  and  Rutland,  "all  to  be  under  oath  for  the  trust  conimittcd  to  them  to 
survey  the  town,  find  the  centre,  and  affix  the  place  for  building  the  meeting- 
bouse  on."    The  report  of  this  committee  would  be  of  great  interest,  but  it  is 
unfortunately  lost.     The  town  refused  to  accept  it,  and  finally  voted  to  build  - 
the  house  "on  the  highest  part  of  the  land"  (Meeting-house  Hill)  "given  by  ' 
John  (ind  Caleb  Mirick,  near  three  pine  trees,  marked,  being  n^r  a  largo  flat 
rock."    The  trees  arc  gone,  but  the  rock  remains,  a  favorite  resort  of  modem  • 
visitors,  who,  obtaining  from  it  a  remarkably  fine  sunset  view,  have  christened 
it  "Sunset  Rock."    Here  a  meeting-house  "fifty  foots  long  and  forty  foots  wide** 
was  built,  and  remained  until  179G,  when  it  was  superseded  by  its  larger  and 
more  elegant  successor,  upon  tho  same  spot,  where  it  stood  a  conspicuous  and 
beautiful  landmark  to  the  surrounding  country,  until  unwisely  removed  in  1838J '  ' 

Tho  first  preaching  in  tho  district  was  at  the  tavern  of  Mr.  Moore,  where  on 
old  lady  living  in  1838,  then  informed  the  writer  that  she  beard  tho  sermon 
preached  by  Rev.  Mr.  Harrington  of  Lancaster,  on  the  occasion  of  the  incorpo* 
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ration.  **  There  were  then,"  she  said,  ^  bat  a  handful  of  na,  who  foond  our  way 
to  church  by  marked  trees.**  Estimating  by  the  petitioners  for  incorporation, 
there  must  then  have  been  not  over  three  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants  in  the 
district,  —  probably  less. 

The  first  church  was  formed  Aug.  12,  1764,  and  its  covenant,  that  usual  in 
Congregational  churches  of  the  time,  was  signed  by  eighteen  citizens,  and  by 
no  females. 

In  17G7  the  Rev.  Timothy  Fuller,  after  a  call  had  been  declined  by  the  Rev. 
Sewall  Goodrich,  was  settled  as  the  first  minister  by  the  church  and  district. 

On  the  24th  of  April,  1771,  upon  petition  of  the  district,  it  **with  all  the 
lands  adjoiuing  to  said  District,  not  included  in  any  other  town  or  District** 
W|is  incorporated  into  a  town  by  the  name  of  **  Princeton.**  The  additions  of 
this  act  increased  the  area  of  the  town  to  somewhat  more  than  twenty-two 
thousand  acres.  It  contained  then  ninety-one  dwelling-houses,  and  of  its  ter- 
ritory eighty-three  and  three-fourths  acres  had  been  redeemed  to  tillage,  one. 
thousand  and  eighty-three  to  pasturage  land ;  its  population  was  about  seven^ 
bu|idred,  and  included  one  slave. 

As  the  Constitution  and  laws  then  were,  the  town  was  the  parish,  and  cour 
tinned  tp  act  as  such  until  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  relieving  the 
people  from  compulsory  support  of  religious  worship,  in  1833.  For  nearly 
fiftyrthree  years,  down  to  the  settlement  of  Rev.  Samuel  Clarke  in  June,  1817, 
there  was  no  difference  of  religious  sentiment  in  the  church  or  town. 

In  17G8  the  General  Court  granted. Mr.  Fuller  the  mountain,  in  consideration, 
of  his  settlement  with  "a  heavily  burdened  people**  in  a  **  wilderness  country,** 
and  thus  this  grandest  and  most  interesting  object  in  the  landscape,  unfortu- 
nately passed  into  private  bands. 

Mr.  Fuller,  after  no  little  and  bitter  controversy,  wna  dismissed  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  Revolution,  on  account  of  difficulties  between  him  and  his  people,, 
growing  out.  of  that  great  conflict.  Mutual  confidence  was,  however,  after  the 
war,  restored.  Mr.  Fuller  came  back  tp.  reside  in  Princeton,  and  in  1789  was 
its  delegate  tp  the.  State  Convention  to  act  on  the  Federal  Constitution,  when 
he  gave  his  vote  agi^inst  it,  on  the  ground,  it  is  said,  of  its  implied  recognition 
of  plavery.  . 

The  ministers  who  succeeded  Mr.  Fuller,  up  to  1817,  were  the  Rev.  Thomas : 
drafls,  settled  in  178G  and  dismissed,  at  his  request,  in  1791;  Rev.  Joseph 
l^ussell,  settled  in  179G,  and  dismissed,  at  his  request,  in  1801 ;  the  Rev. 
James  Murdock,  D.  D,,  settled. in  1802,  and  dismissed  in  1815,  to  assuniq  a 
professorship  in  the  University  of  Vermont. . 

At;the  dismission  of  Dr.  Murdock  the  town,  and  a  minority  of  the  church, 
had  adopted  the  Unitarian  sentiments,  then  so  largely  developing  among  the 
Congrcgationalists  of  Massachusetts.  Princeton  became  the  spene  of  one  of  the 
earlier  and  exciting  conflicts,  between,  church  and  town,  which  grew  out  of  this 
development. 
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Aug.  269  1816,  th6  Bev.  Samuel  CIark6^  a  graduMe  of  Dartmouth  College, 
and  a  theological  pupil  of  the  late  Dr.  Cbanuing,  was  •'called'*  by  Ibe  town, 
witbout  previous  action  by  the  church,  by  a  vote  of  one  hilndred  and  two  to 
forty-four,  to  settle  as  Dr.  Murdock's  successor,  from  whom  he  was  known  t6 
differ  upon  material  points  of  i^eligious  f^iith.  The  church  resented  this  action 
of  the  town  as  irregular  and  un-congrcgational,  and  refused  by  a  Irtrgo  majority 
to  concur  in  it.  The  town  was  disposed  to  carry  out  to  the  full  extent  the 
spirit  of  the  then  recent  judicial  decisions,  as  to  tlie  relative  rights  of  church 
and  town  ;•  and  aildr  a  second  ineffectual  attempt  to  get  the  concurrence  of  the 
ehnrch,  resolved  to  ptocecd  without  it.  Mr.  Clarke  declined  its  call.  Then 
followed  renewed  calls  by  the  town,  and  refusals  by  the  church.  An  ecclesias* 
tical  council  iVas  called,  a  mnjority  of  which  advised  the  settlement  of  Mri' 
Clarke;  and  agreed  to  recognize  so  many  of  the  members  of  the  church  as 
should  adopt  an  amended  covenant,  submitted  by  this  majority,  •^as  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  Princeton.'*  This  ** Result"  was  warmly  discussed  at  the  time  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft  of  Worcester,  of  the  majority,  and  by  Rev.  Dr.  Groffe  of 
Millbury,  of  the  minority  of  the  council,  in  elaborate  pamphlets.  Mr.'Clarkb 
accepted  the  call  of  the  town  and  this  minority  of  the  church,  and  was  otclatned 
June  18,  1817,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce  of  Brookline  preaching  the  sermon.  He 
continued  in  office  until  1832,  when,  at  his  request,  he  was  dismissed.  ' 

A'large  majority  of  the  church,  acting  as  the  church,  left  the  house  of  ^wbr-" 
ship,  —  refused  to  recognize  Mr.  Clarke  as  their  pastor,  and  voted  to  adopt  the 
goveriiment  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church  of  the  United  States,  its  articles  of  fhith 
and  discipline,  and  to  become  connected  with  the  Newburyport  Presbytery. 

In  1819  they  built  a  small  house  of  worship  near  the  existing  meeting-house, 
their  rights,  after  some  litigation,  having  been  recognized  by  the  town.  In  1820 
the  Rev.  Alonzo  Phillips  was  settled  as  pastor  of  this  church.  The  ordination 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Professor  Woods  of  Andover,  a  native  of  tbe 
town.  The  church  subsequently  dissolved  ita  connection  with  the  Presbj^iery, 
and  returned  to  the  Congregational  order. 

The  town  under  the  amended  constitution  ceased  to  be  a  parish,  andascknety 
was  organized.  After  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Clarke,  various  efforts  were  made 
tore-unite  the  two  churches  but  without  success.  In  1833,  Rev.  Jbhn  P. 
Copies,  an  Orthodox  Congrcgationalist,  was  settled  as  Mr.  Clarke's  successor,, 
and  the  original  church  covenant  restored.  }ilr.  Cowles,  at  his  own  request, 
was  dismissed  in  October,  1834.  Efforts  wei*e  now  renewed  for  a  union,  which 
resulted,  after  several  ecclesiastical  councils,  in  partial  sncoess. 

In  1836,  Mr.  Phillips,  at  his  own  request;  was  dismissed  by  the  church  and 
society  to  which  he  had  for  sixteen  years  ministered.  In  the  same  year  Rev. 
Elijah  Dcmond  was  Settled  over  the  united  church  and'  society.  He  was ' 
dismissed  at  his  request  in  1839,  and  in  the  fdllbwing  year  Rev.  Willard  M. 
Harding  succeeded  him,  and  continued  the  pastor  until  1844,  when  at  his 
request  he  was  dismissed,  and  succeeded  by  Rev.  Alfred  Goldsmith  in  1845» 
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who,  at  bis  rckinest,  was  dismissed  in  1849t  and  was  succeeded  by  Ber.  Henry 
Weeks  in  1858 ;  at  his  request  be  was  disniissed  iu  1855 ;  Ber.  William  T. 
Briggs  succeeded  him  in  1856,  and  was  dismissed  at  his  request  in  1863.  The 
church  was  then  supplied  for  three  or  four  years  by  Rct»  Mr,  Zclie,  until 
Rev.  Roger  M.  Sargent  was  installed  in  1869,  and  at  his  request  dismissed  in 
1871.    In  1876,  Rev.  George  M.  Howe,  the  present  pastor  was  ordained. 

In  1838  the  society  built  the  neat  and  commodious-meeting  house  iu  the 
centre  of  the  town,  in  which  it  now  worships. 

In  1817,  a  Baptist  society  was  organized  by  residents  of  this  town  and 
Ilolden.  It  was  supplied  with  preaching  part  of  the  time,  mainly  by  Rev. 
Elisha  Andrews.  In  July,  1822,  a  church  was  organized.  In  1826,  ReV. 
Ellas  Johnson  became  and  remained  its  pastor  until  1830.  In  1828,  a  small 
brick  mcctin^-house  was  built  about  a  mile  north  of  the  centre  of  the  town. 
In  October  of  that  year.  Rev.  Appleton  Morse  became  pastor  and  so  remained 
until  April,  1832.  He  was  succeeded  in  July,  1834,  by  Rot.  Nehemiah  G. 
Lovell,  who  temaincd  pastor  until  1836,  and  was  in  1837  succeeded  by  Rev. 
Mason  Ball,  who  remained  until  1841,  when  ho  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Orlando 
Cutiuingham,  dismissed  in  1844.  Meantime  the  society  erected  a  new  and  much 
larger  meeting-house,  nearly  opposite  that  of  the  Congregationalists  in  the  vil- 
lage. After  1844  the  society  became  greatly  reduced  and  subsequently  ceased 
to  exist.  Its  meeting-house  was  sold  and  became  the  hotel,  now  the  Prospect 
House.' 

In  1839  a  Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized  and  during  that  and  the 
next  year  a  commodious  house  of  worship  was  built  at  the  village,  a  little  north 
of  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  a  society  duly  organized.  Since  then  it  has  had 
a  regular  succession  of  the  able  and  efficient  ministers  which,  according  to  its 
forms  and  practice,  that  large  and  influential  branch  of  the  Christian  church  is 
accustomed  to  locate  upon' its  station^  throughout  the  country. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  town  have  ever  been  in  full  sympathy  with  the  spirit 
of  the  Conlmonwealth,  not  only  religious,  but  political,  educational  and  social. 
They  have  always  been  an  intelligent,  industrious,  cultured,  agricultural  people, 
none  very  rich,  and  all  practically  above  distressing  want. 

They  have  contributed  with  New  England  liberality  in  support  of  all  inistitu- 
tions  of  education,  religion  and  charity.  Almost  exclusively,  devoted  to  agri- 
culture, in  one  department  of  it,  that  of  rearing  fine  cattle,  and  in  products  of 
the  dairy,  they  have  won  a  well  deserved  reputation.  Since  it^  early  days  the. 
town  has  not  increased  in  numbers  and  has  less  now  than  in  earlier  periods  of 
its  history.    The  venerable  historian  of  Worcester  County,  iu  1793,  says :  — 

**  In  little  more  than  thirty  years  fh)m  its  incorporation,  Princeton  is  become  very 
oonsideralile  amon^j:  the  towps  of  the  county.  It  has  surprisingly  increased  in  numbers 
and  wealth.  The  Guest  of  beef  is,  fatted  here  and  vast  quantities  of  butter  and  cheese 
produced,  and  from  the  appearance  of  their  buildings  and  farms  we  must  Judge  the 
people  are  very  industrious." 
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He  closes  a  glowing  descriplioa  of  the  seat  of  Hod.  Moses  Gill,  thus : — 

"Upon  the  whole,  this  scat  of  Judge  [Gov.]  (?)  Gill,  all  the  agreeable  circumstanees 
respecting  l>eing  attentively  consi«lercd,  is  not  paralleled  by  any  in  the  New  England*^ 
States ;  [>crhaps  not  by  ah}'  on  this  side  of  the  Delaware." 

President  Dwight,  in  1797,  speaks  of  Princeton  as  a  rich  grazing  township^ 
and  adds,  ^the  houses  of  the  inhabitants,  and  (ho  appearance  of  their  farms  neo 
sufficient  indication  of  prosperity,  and  the  people  arc  di6tingui6hcd  for  industry, 
sobriety. and  good  morals.*'  Ho  also  speaks  of  Gov.  Giirs  estate  *^ as  m90e 
splendid  than  any  other  in  the  interior  of  the  State.** 

Neither  the  town  nor  the  character  of  its  people  have, degenerated  in  the., 
fourscore  years  since  these  commendations  were  written.      In  the  neatness., 
beauty  and  convenience  pf  its  dwellings,  and  in  its  agriculture  the  town  has, 
like  its  neigh1>ors,  improved.     It  has  impaired  somewhat  its  natural. beau ties.b^. 
the  great  and  often  wasteful  clearing  up  of  its  grand  old  woodlands,  an  injury.  . 
nature  will  repair,  if  the  woodman's  axe  and  (ires  can  be  even  now  stayed. 

Being  a  mountain  region,  easily  accessible,,  with  a  clear,  elastic,  bracing  air»* 
always  healthy  and  invigorating,  with  a  landscape  attractive  and  charming;  it  / 
bas  become  of  late  years  very  largely  the  resort  of  summer  visitors.     Largo 
hotels  and  boarding  houses  have  been  built  for  their  accommodation  .which,  , - 
during  the  w.irm  months,  are  filled  with  numbers,  increasing  each  year,  seeking . . 
health  and  pleasure  on  these  delightfid  hills.     A  carriage  road  has  recently  j 
been. constructed  to  the  top  of  Wachusett,  and  a  hotel  erected  there  largo 
enough  to  accommodate  a  goodly  number  of  guests,  as  well  as  the  tran- 
sient visitors  which  by  thousands  annually  come  to  it.     From  this  house  is 
obtained  [lerhnps  the  finest  view  in  the  State,  extending  from  its  northern. to 
its  southern  limits,  and  from  Connecticut  Hlver  to  Boston  Bay. 

By  a  valuation  in  1771  Princeton  had  ninety-one  dwellings;  183}  acres  of 
tillage;  and  1,083  of^  pasture  land.     In  1700  its  dwellings  were  144. 

This  valuation  of  1771  reveals  the  significant  fact,  that  upon  these  mountain- 
heights,  since  so  often  vocnl  with  the  shouts  of  freedom,  there  was  then  one  sleeve. 

In  1800  the  number  of  dwelling-houses  were  but  four  more. than  in  1790, 
while  in  the  seventy-five  years  since  they  have  only  increased  to  261,  or  at  the 
rate  of  one  and  a  half  a  year. 

the  population  177G,  701;  1790,  1,016;  1800,  1,021;  1810,  1,062;  1820', 
1,261,  1830,  1^346;    1840,1,347;    1850,1,318;    1860,1,201;    1870,1,279;   : 
1875,  1,063.     It  has  increased  but  47  in  85  years. 

The  number  of  acres  of  land  taxed  in  1875,  was  22,040,  of  which  15,840 
was  included  in  185  farms,  and  3,633  were  under  cultivation ;  9,640  acres  aro 
returned  as  unimproved ;  and  2,698  as  woodland. 

The  products  of  the  town  are  almost  exclusively  agrteultural,  and^  find, 
especially  since  it  bas  become  so  popular  a  summer  resort,  their  market  within 
its  limits. 
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Through  its  whole  hbtory  the  people  of  Princeton  have  sjmpathtaed,  and 
kept  fully  abreast  of  the  prevailing  sentiment  of  the  country. 

In  matters  ecclesiastical  they  have  had  tiieir  diTisions  and  controrcrsies, 
sometimes  the  result  of  i)ervadiug  changes  in  the  community;  sometimes 
special  to  themselves,  but  the\'  liavo  never  failed  in  an  earnest  and  efficient 
support  of  the  iustitutions  of  the  gospel,  from  the  day  when  united  they 
settled  Mr.  Fuller,  to  the  present,  when  they  are  divided  in  their  religious 
sympathies  between  the  Puritan  faith,  and  that  of  the  great  church  Wesley 
founded,  AVhitcficld  honored,  and  good  men  everywhere  resfiect  and  love. 

In  all  the  great  struggles  which  have  marked,  and  so  largely  made  our  conn- 
try's  history,  they  have  Iieea  intelligent,  early  and  active  participants.  They 
fought  the  preparatory  b:vttlcs  of  freedom  with  their  king  against  the  French, 
and  its  ultimate  battles  with  the  French  agiiinst  their  king.  They  were  constant 
and  discriminating  supporters  of  all  the  measures  of  the  Rcvoluticm,  from  its 
first  dawn-. to  its  glorious  consummation.  Twice  at  least  their  action  was  of 
character  and  importance  enough  to  secure  honorable  mention  by  the  latest  and 
ablest 'of  the  historians  of  the  Uniteil  States.  Among  them  at  this  time,  as  a 
leading  and  patriotic  spirit,  was  the  lion.  Moses  Gill,  afterwards  lieutenant-and 
acting  governor  of  the  State,  and  who  is  some  where  called  by  Samuel  Adams, 
•'The  Duke  of  Princeton."* 

Tfaey  voted  for  6ur  State  Constitution,  but  with  an  adherence  to  its  State 
rights  assertion,  too  ardent  to  leave  their  judgment  quite  clear,  they  voted 
against  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Since  it  was 
adopted  they  have  ever  sustained  it,  and  when  its  hour  of  danger  came,  in  the 
recent  Rol>ellion,  cheerfully  and  with  alacrity  they  rallied  to  its  defence,  assum- 
ing their  every  responsibility  and  meeting  every  duty.  Their  first  action  was 
April  29,  18G1,  when  $3,000  was  appropriated  to  1)0  used  for  the  enlistmont 
and  drilling  of  any  recruits  and  for  the  l)enefit  of  their  families. 

^Princeton  furnished  one  hundred  and  twenty  men  for  the  war,  which  was 
a  sutplus  of  nine  over  and  above  all  demands,"  one-tenth  of  its  population, 
and  more  then  one-third  of  its  voters  and  polls.  It  expended  for  war  purposes 
exclusive  of  State  aid,  $14,456.52,  and  in  State  aid  $4,700  13.  Wo  have  ilo 
space  for  the  roll  of  its  patriots,  dead  or  living.  It  contrfbuted  its  full  share  of 
sacrifice^  sorrow  and  suffcrrug  to  the  desolations  of  war,  aiid  demands  of  country ; 
•  Brief  is  our  sketch  of  this  little  mountain  town.  Its  history  is  not  eventful. 
Its  placeupon  the  map  of  even  a  comity  is  not  largo:  but  as  its  people  look* 
upon  its  free  bills  and  valleys  robed  in  their  resplendent  autumn  beauties; 
upon  its  farms,  from'  which  the  teeming  harvests  are  l>eing  gathered  and 
garnered;  its  homes  of  comfort  and  plenty;  contentment  and  love;  its 
churcLes  for  the  service  of  God;  its  sdiools  for  the  education  of  nicti ;  upon 
their  own  iodependent,  prosperous,  moral  and  happy  condition ;  they  at  least 
may  bend  in  grateful  homage  before  the  Great  Giver  of  it  all  and  say,  **  Surely 
the  lines  have  fallen  to  us  in  pleasant  places,  and  we  have  a  goodly  heritage." 
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RoYALSTON.  is  a  beautiful  specimen  of  a  true  New  England  town.  Situated 
amopg  grand  and  lovely  scenery,  tbo  inhabitants  seem  to  have  become  imbued 
with  the  inspiration  which  the  beautiful  in  Nature  ever  produces  in  the  mind  of 
man ;  and  all  through  tbo  history  of  the  town  they  have  shown  a  stiirdy  patri- 
otism,  a  zeal  for  religion,  and  a  desire  for  educational  privileges.  Not  a  town 
in  this  CTand  old  Commonwealth  of  historic  towns  can  boast  of  a  better  bcj?in- 
ning  or  a  more  reputable  heritage  of  name  and  blood.  The  proprietors  and 
early  settlers  of  Royalston  were  men  of  character,  whose  influence  can  be  traced 
throughout  the.  whole  structure  of  our  nation,  and  they  laid  here,  on  th<?so 
splendid  old  hills,  the  foundation  of  a  town  in  which  those  sterling  qualities  of 
the  glorious  days  of  New  England  have  come  down  through  the  generations  to 
the  present  time. 

.  The  territory  comprised  in  the  township  of  Royalston  passed  from  a  public 
domain  to  private  bands  in  two  ways — by  public  sales  and  private  grants;  It 
was  the  last  of  the  entire  territory  of  Worcester  County  to  bo  disposed  of  by 
grants  and  charters,  and  in  this  respect  is  the  last  and  youngest  of  the  towns; 
of  the  county.  Twenty-three  hundred  acres  of  its  area  wero  comprised  in  four 
grants,  known  as  Pierpont's,  Priest's,  IIapgood*8,  and  a  grant  to  Benoni  Moore, 
Joseph  Pettey,  and  Robert  Cooper,  whilo  23,357  acres  were  purchased  at 
public  sale  by  Samuel  Watts,  Thomas  Hubbard,  Isaac  Freeman,  Joseph  Rich- 
ards,  IsaAc  Royal,  Caleb  Dana,  James  Otis,  Joseph  Wilder,  Jr.,  and  John 
CbundleCy  Jr.,  the  deed  bein^given  Dec.  27, 1752,  and  the  price  paid,  £1,848* 
At  a  later  date,  others  famous  in  tbo  annals  of  Now  England  and  national  hia* 
tory  became  proprietors  of  Boyalston  soil.    Among  these  were  John  ILincockf 
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thJB  first  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  first  signer  of  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, James  Bowdoin,  the  secood  Governor  of  the  State,  while  James  Otis, 
one  of  the  original  purchasers,  was  the  eloquent  orator  of  the  Revohition,  whose 
clarion  notes  aroused  his  couutrj'men  to  action.  Lady  Temple,  Widow  of  Sir 
John  Temple,  baronet,  also  once  owned  eight  hundred  acres  of  Boyalston 
bnd. 

The  proprietors,  at  their  first  meeting,  held  at  the**  Bunch  of  Grapes'*  tavern 
in  Boston,  voted  that  tho  laud  bo  called  Iloyal-shire,  **  whereupon  the  lion. 
Isaac  Royal  generously  gave  his  word  to  give  the  partners  twenty-five  i>ounds 
sterling  towards  building  a  Mccting-IIousc  in  said  town."  From  the  time  of 
pikrchase  unlil  1787,  a  period  of  thirty-four  years,  tho  proprietors  held  meet- 
ings. It  was  at  their  fir^t  meeting  that  they  ordered  the  land  to  be  laid  off 
into  sixty  lots  for  settlers,  and  three  others  for  a  minister,  for  the  support  of 
worship  and  for  a  school.  In  1765  this  was  further  increased  by  setting  apart 
231  acres  for  the  first  minister,  424  acres  for  tho  ministry,  and  420  acres  for 
tfab  schobl.  Thus  did  the  first  proprietors  of  Coyalston  recognize  and  Iil>erally 
provide  for  the  cause  of  religion  and  education,  making  it  the  fouodutiou  upon 
which  was  to  be  reared  the  superstructure  of  their  town. 

The  French  and  Indian  War,  which  for  seven  years  raged  fiercely  throughout 
New  England,  drew  heavily  from  the  young  men  of  Massachusetts,  and  the 
settlement  of  the  grant  was  delayed,  so  that  it  was  in  1702  before  an  active 
settlement  of  the  town,  was  commenced.  In  June  of  that  year  six  families 
moved  into  the  settlement ;  and  from  that  time  the  increase  was  very  rapid, 
there  being  about  forty  fomliies  at  the  close  of  17C7.  On  February  16,^1765, 
thel6wn  was  incorporated  with  the  name  of  RoyaUton,  in  honor  of  lion.  Isaac 
Ro3*aK  one  of  the  proprietors. 

'The  first  town  meeting  was  held  May  7,  of  that  year,  when  the  following' 
town  officers  were  elected:  Clerk,  JohiiFry;  Treasurer,  Peter  Woodbury; 
Selectmen,  John  Fiy,  Timothy  Richardson,  and  Benjamin  Woodbury.  The 
original  territory,  which  contained  thirty  thousand  si.t  hundred  and  fifty-seven 
ttcrc^,  has  been  subjected  to  several  changes  since.  About  two  thousand  acred 
were  set  off  to  Winchcndou  in  1780;  several  thousand  acrea  were  taken  for 
Oninge,  in  1783,  when  that  town  was  incorporated ;  three  or  four  hundred 
acres  wire  added  from  Athol  and  Gerry  in  171*9 ;  a  portion  of  At  hoi  was  ah- 
nexed'ih  1803 ;  and  in  1837  not  far  from  two  hundred  acres  were  taken  from 
Phillipston  and  joined  to  Royalston,  making  at  the  present  time  about  twenty- 
six  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres.  The  boundaiies  are:  New* 
Hampshire  on  the  north,  Winchendon  on  tho  east,  Templeton,  Phillipston,  and 
Athol  on  the  south,  and  Orange  and  Warwick  on  the  west.  It  is,  by  the 
Hodshc  Tunnel  line  of  railroad,  seventy-seven  miles  north-west  of  Boston. 

The  scenery  of  the  town  is  beautiful ;  high  and  verdure-covered  hills  overlook 
the  surrounding  country,  intersected  with  valleys  through  which  flow  tho  waters 
of  Tully  and  Miller's  rivers,  the  Lawrence  and  Priest's,  n  On  one  of  these  hills 
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the  founders  of  Royalston  located  their  villago,  overlooked  hy  tbo  Grand 
Monadnock.  Not  only  do  the  bill-tops  present  scenes  of  beauty,,  hut  Iho 
streams  iu  the  galleys  .  below  contain  gorges  and  waterfalls,  with  tbo 
grandest  and  wildest  of  natural  scenery.  Three  of  these  are  described 
by  Prof.  Hitchcock  in  his  "Geology  of  Massachusetts.'*  The  most  import 
tant  of  these  is  situated  in  the  extreme  north-west  part  of  the  town,  and 
is  commouly  known  as  Forbes'  Fulls,  although  sometimes  called  by  the  namo 
of  tbo  Royal  Cascade,  suggested  by  Prof.  Hitchcock.  Here  a  stream  de- 
scends fifty  feet  at  a  single  letip  into  a  deep  gorge,  which  has  the  nppearanco 
of  being  excavated  by  erosion.  The  scene  presented  is  one  of  wildness,  and 
grandeur,  rough  and  jugged  rocks  rising  on  every  side  fifty  or  sixty  feet  in 
height.  Mr.  Hitchcock  pronounces  this  as  one  of  tbo  finest  in  the  State. 
Another  is  situated  about  two  miles  from  Royalston  Centre  on  the  Athol  rpad, 
and  is  known  as  Doanc's  Fulls;  this  has  been  called  the  Republic(in  Cascade. 
The  stream  descends  by, several  successive  leaps  about  two  hundred  feet  h^ 
tweou  high  walls  of  gneiss  and  granite  to  the  valley  below.  The  third  is  where 
a  small  pond  near  the  meeting-house  empties  itself  into  a  deep  valley..  The  geo- 
logical structui'c  is  calcareous  gneiss,  iii  which  occur  specimens  of  allanite,ilme;^ 
nito,  mica,  and  hornblende  slate.  Large  crystals  of  feldspar  arc  found.  A  laifge 
mioiber  of  specimens  iu  the  State  collection  are  from  this  locality.  Of  that 
beautiful  mineral  gem,  the  beryl,  Royalston  funiishcs  the  finest  and,  most; 
numerous  specimens  yet  discovered  in  the  United  States.  Prof.  Hitchcock 
describes  it  as  ft)llows  :  "The  recent  discovery  of  a  rich  locality  of  this  mineral, 
in  South  Royalston  enables  mo  to  place  it  as  the  first  and  most  abundant  of  all 
the  gems  of  Massachusetts.  The  ^^ecimens  in  the  State  Collection  exhibit  it 
in  its  natural  state,  as  well  as  cut  and  poli!^hed  by  the  lapidary.  When  set  in 
gold,  it  is  often  much  richer  iu  appearance  than  the  common  beryl  that  goes  by 
the  namo  of  aqua^marine.  Its  color  often  approaches  nearer  to  the  genuine 
emerald,  though  some  specimens  have  the  peculiar  blue  color  of  aqua-^marine. 
Sometimes,  though  i*arcly,  the  color  is  a  yellowish-green,  very  much  like  the 
chrysolite.  Hundreds  of  specimens  have  already  been  obtained  from  this  spot, 
and  the  prospect  is  that  a  vast  many  more  may  be  obtained.  They  occur  in  a 
vein  of  coarse  granite,  ten  or  twelve  feet  wide,  traversing  gneiss ;  and  the 
purest  beryls  are  in  the  quartz.  It,  however,  ought  to  be  remarked,  that  only 
a  few  of  the  specimens  are  free  enough  from  fissures  to  be  advantageously  cut. 
Yet,  considering  the  largo  n^iraber  of  fine  cabinet  specimens  that  have  l>een, 
andprobubly  can  be,  obtained  there,  I  apprehend  that  no  locality  of  beryl  hith- 
erto discovered  in  this  country  can  compare  with  this.  My  attention  was  first- 
directed  to  it  hy  Alden  Spooner,  Esq.,  of  Athol,  who  generoosly  furnished  mc 
with  several  fine  specimens."  Since  tbo  time  mentioned  by  Mr.  Hitchcock 
large  numbers  have  been  taken  from  this  place. 

Of  the  occupants  of  these  hills  and  valleys  prior  to  the  advent  of  the  white 
mant  little  is  known.    £x-Gov^  Bullock  says  in  his  Centennial  address,  '*a  pro^ . 
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oiDot  that  bears  no  Testiges  of  tbo  aborigines, -and  is  in  this  respect  so  unlike  the 
more  southerly  towns,  which  had  half  a  century  of  life  crowded  with  Indlai^ 
traditions,  that  I  cannot  find  that  those  original  lords  ever  lighted  a  pipe  or  a 
fire  here."  But  if  it  was  wanting  in  the  du2»ky  sons  of  the  forest,  it  was  not 
without  its  share  of  the  wild  animals :  for  bears  and  wolves  crossed  the  paths 
of  the  early  settlers  by  day,  and  bore  away  their  domestic  animals  from  tlie 
folds  at  night;  while  many  are  the  anecdotes  related  of  stirring  adventures 
with  these  denizens  of  the  forest,  and  the  howling  of  the  wolves,  with  the 
nightly  concerts  of  wild-cuts  and  panthers  around  the  cabins  and  cumpfires  of 
the  early  settlers  made  vocal  the  watches  of  the  night. 

When  the  eventful  years  of  the  Revolution  drew  near,  it  found  the  spirit  of 
liberty  brightly  burning  among  the  sturdy  yeomanry  of  Soyalston ;  and 
although  with  a  population  of  less  than  seven  hundred  and  a  large  proportion 
of  tlie  territory  covered  with  the  original  forests,  yet  it  did  not  spare  money  or 
men,  but  was  ready  to  respond  to  every  call.  As  early  as  1773,  the  citizens 
of  Boyalstou  put  themselves  in  correspondence  with  the  Central  Committee  in 
Boston,  apd  to  this  they  also  added  a  Committee^of  Safety  in  177G.  Henry 
£^nd  was  sent  as  delegate  to  the  First  Provincial  Congress  in  1774,  and  Nathan 
Green  to  the  Second  in  1775.  The  doings  of  the  Cputiqental  Congress  at 
Philadelpbiii  were  frequently  read  and  approved  in  open  meeting  here. 

In  1778  ninety  pounds  was  raised  for  bounties,  and  the  selectmen  were 
instructed  to  collect  clothing  and  ammunition  for  the  soldiers.  In  1779.no 
family  of  jits  own  soldiers  was  found  to  bo  needy,  and  so  forty*two  pounds  was 
Voted  to  each  of  its  citizens  engaged  in  the  service  two  years  before,  while  inf 
1781  we  find  them  raising  more  than  a  thousand  pounds  in  Spanish  milled 
d.>llars  for  the  hiring  of  soldiers,  and  voting  in  addition,  to  each  man  in  the 
field  at  the  end  of  three  years,  ^*  ten  cows — ^  heifers,  three  years  old,  with  calf> 
or  with  calves  by  their  side.** 

The  list  of  Revolutionary  soldiers,  as  far  as  known,  embraces  forty-three 
names,  in.  addition  to  which  a  large  company  of  Roynlston  men  marched  to 
repel  the  Northern  Army  of  Burgoyne  in  1777.     The  following  arc  ^ho  namies. 
of  the  Bevolutionary  soldiers: — Nathan  Green,  Col,  Ebonczer  Newel,.  Major- 
John  Norton,  Capt.  Jonathan  Sibley,  Capt.  Enoch  Whitmore,  Lieut.  Edward. 
Holman,  Lieut.  Nathan  Wheeler,  Lieut.  Jonas.  AHqu,  Lieut.  James  Work,. 
Lieut.    Mi^ah  French,    David  Copcland,  Arami  Falkner,  John  Davis,  Jn, 
Squicr  Davis,  Sylvester  Davis,  Johi)  Ellis,  Nathan  Jtliss,  Eliphalct  Richai*dsonii 
Abijah   Richardson,  David   Bullock,  Sihis  Cutting,  Bczalcal  Barton,  Samuel. 
Barton,  Moses  W(ilker,  Joel  Stockwell,  Ebenezcr  Burbank,  Benjamin  Clark, 

^erham,  Josiah  Waite,  Nathan  B.  Newton,  Joseph  Emerson,  Samuel  W. 

Bowker,  Samuel  Lewis,  Jonathan  Wellington,  Rogers, Chase,  Benjamin  Lcathe 
Isaac  Nichols,  Wiljiam  Clement,.  2d,  Nathaniel  Jacobs,  Bcnnjah  Woodbury, 
David  Cook,  William  Clement,  Jonathan  Gale,  Timothy  Armstrong.  Shays' 
Rebellion  received  but  little  if  any  support  from  the  farmers  of  Royalston. 


FIRST  CHURCH.  247 


Although  strongly  Federal  in  politics  and  strongly  opposed  to  the  national 
policy  which  brought  on  the  Second  War  with  Great  Britain  in  1812,  yet,  when 
the  war  came,  the  citizens  of  Royal'ston  were  ready  to  bear  their  part  in  the 
responsibilities,  and  wo  iind  them,  whib  the  naval  forces  of  England  were 
threatening  our  sc^coast,  sending  a  largo  company  of  grenadiers  to  Boston  for 
coast  defence,  where  they  served  for  thirty-five' days. 

In  17G4,  only  two  years  after  the  first  families  moved  into  towh,  the  first 
meeting-house  was  built,  and  for  three  years  after  the  incorpomtion  of  the  town 
several  clergy nicn  were  employed  who  were  hired  for  a  few  Sabbaths  at  a  time. 
Oct.  13,  17GG,  the  first  church' was  organized,  consisting  of  sixteen  persons, 
and  in  April,  17GS,  the  town  extended  a  call  to  the  Rev.  Joseph  Lee,  who 
accepted,  and  was  ordained  Oct.  19,  17G8,  as  the  first  minister  of  the  town,  a 
position  which  he  held  for  half  a  century.  He  was  offered  for  his  settlement 
four  hundred  pounds,  *^  6ld  tenor,"  in  addition  to  the  two  hundred  and  lUiHy- 
one  acres  granted  by  the  proprietors  for  the  first  settled  minister,  and  in  lawful 
money  a  salary  of  £4G  13^.  id.  per  annum  for  the  first  three  years;  £53'  C^. 
Sd.  for  the  next  three  years ;  and  £60  each  year  thereafter,  and  thirty  coitld 
6f  wood,  to  be  drawn  annually  from  his  own  land  to  his  door. 

Mr.  Lee  was  born  in  Concord,  May  23,  1742,  and  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  17G5.  He  preached  to  the  people  of  Royalston  for  fifty  yeiiirs,  his 
hiilf-cc^tury  sermon  being  his  last. 

Mr.  Lee  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Ebenezer  Perkins,  who  was  ordained  t*eb. 
17;  1819.  Mr.  Perkins  was  born  in  Topsfield,  July  4,  1794,  and  graduated  at 
Dartmouth  College.  He  continued  as  pastor  for  twenty-eight  years,  whcfn  he 
was  dismissed,  btit  continued  to  reside  in  town  until  his  death,  Nov.  28,  1861, 
loved  and  respected  by  all.  The  third  minister  was  Rev.  Norman  Ilasen,  a 
graduate  of  Dartmouth  College.  He  was  settled  in  June,  1847  ;  his  mioistry, 
which  was  short,  terminated  at  his  death,  in  1852.  He  was  followed  by  Rbv. 
Lbenczer  Bullard,  who  was  installed  Sept.  2,  1852,  and  dismissed  NovJ  9, 1868. 

Thus,  for  the  first  century  of  its  existence,  the  church  had  only  four  pastor^. 
And  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  the  church  was  so  fortunate  as  to  secure'  tbe^ 
services  of  those  whose  relations  with  their  people  were  so  harmoniomi 
through  such  long  pastorates,  and  to  the  influences  of  whom  may  be  largely, 
attributed  that  freedotn  from  civil  and  ecclesiastical  controversies  which  has 
always  characterized  the  town.  Tbo  pastors  siuce  then  have  been  Rev.  John 
P.  Cushman,  installed  Nov.  30, 1870,  dismissed  Dec.  4,  1872  ;  and  Rev.  Wilbur 
Johnson,  the  present  pastor,  who  was  installed  May  16, 1874. 

The  first  church,  erected  in  1764,  was  removed  in  1797  t5  make  room  form 
more  commodious  structure,  which  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1851,  wheifa  the 
present  church  edifice  was  erected. 

The  membership  of  the  church  is  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  at  the  present 
time.  The  old  parsonage,  which  was  the  residence  of  Rev.  Mr;  Lee,  was 
moved  away  five  years  ago,  and  a  fine  house  has  been  erected  upon  the  site.    The 
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old  hou8^  and  one  acre  of  land  were  porebased  for  one  thousand  dollars  by 
&fiB8  Caudu^se  Bullock,  and  presented  to  the  society.  She  also  gave  six  buii-» 
dred  dollars  towards  the  new  building.  The  cost  of  the  new  parsonage  was 
five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars.  Among  those  who  contributed  largely  for 
its  erection  were  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ripley,  Mrs.  D.  P.  Clark,  Mr.  Joseph  Esta- 
brook,  and  Mr.  Chauncy  Chase.  It  is  overshadowed  by  a  magnificent  old  elm, 
set  out  nearly  eighty  years  ago  by  the  Bcv.  Joseph  Lee. 

The  first  settlers  included  about  ten  families  of  Baptists,  forming  nearly  ooe- 
fourtb  of  the  population.  They  organized  a  church  in  1763,  and  built  a  bouse 
of  worship  several  years  later  on  the  west  b:ink  of  Tully.  Their  first  teacher 
was  Mr.  Elisha  Bich,  who  was  never  ordained.  He  was  succeeded  by  Sev. 
Whitman  Jaco)»s,  the  first  minister,  in  1770,  who  continued  as  their  pastor  for 
upwards  of  eighteen  years.  Since  then  they  have  been  eeiTcd  by  various  paa-^ 
tors;  but  during  the  intervals  between  the  pastonitcs  tbcy  have  rarely,  if  ever, 
given  up  religious  service.  About  1800,  their  old  meeting-house  was  left  for  a 
laiger  one  erected  near  the  line  between  Boynlston  and  Warwick,  which  was 
dedicated  in  1805.  The  ministers  of  those  days  must  have  been  possessed  of 
powerful  lungs,  if  report  is  true,  for  it  is  said  that,  on  the  raising  of  the  meeting-* 
bonse,  the  prayer  of  Elder  Hodge  was  heard  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile. 
Thii  building  was  removed  about  the  year  1817,  nearly  a  inile  cost,  to  a  plaod' 
called"  The  City, *•  and  it  is  now  used  by  the  society. 

The  Methodists  first  held  preaching  in  South  Royalston  about  the  year  1827, 
and  a  church  was  organized  in  1842,  with   Rev.  Pliny  Wood  as  the   first 
preacher.     They  built  a  house  of  worship  in  1847,  at  a  cost  of  two  thousand'^ 
ti\'e  hundred  and  fifty  dollars^  and  most  of  the  time  since  have  had  preaching.    ' 

A  second  Congregational  church  was  organized  at  South  Royalston,  Feb.  22^, 
1'837,  and  a  house  of  worship  wns  built  the  same  year,  at  a  cost  of  six  thousand 
four  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars.  The  first  pastor  of  this  church  was  Rey. 
Samuel  n.  Pcckham,  installed  Dec.  13, 1838.  Other  ministers  have  been  Rev. 
Johu  H.  M.  Leland,  ordained  in  1847 ;  Rev.  George  Goodyear,  installed  in 
1849;  Rev.  Edwin  Seabury,  installed  in  1867.  Rev.  Walter  Rice  preadicd* 
several  years.  The  pulpit  is  now  supplied  by  Rev.  C.  L.  Tomblin.  The  soci-' 
cty  was  bequeathed  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  by  the  late  Rufus  DiiU 
lock,  to  bo  held  as  a  fund,  the  income  of  which  is  to  be  appropriated  for  tho 
preaching  of  the  gospel  in  said  society. 

A  Union  Society,  composed  of  Baptists  and  Universalists,  was  organized  hi' 
1830,  and  a  meeting-house  was  built  in  the  Centre,  the  two  denominations^ 
alternately  controlfing  the  services.     The  property  was  at  length  bought  by  the' 
Baptists,  aud  for  some  years  a  church  quite  large  in  numbers  was  kept  up.     Iti 
18G3  the  house  was  sold  and  moved  away. 

Royalston  was  not  behind  other  Massachusetts  towns  in  her  care  of  edu- 
cation. At  the  first  beginning  of  tho  town  the  school  was  rememl>cred,  and, 
before  the  purchasers  of  the  terr4tory  drew' lots  for  themselves,  five  hundred^- 
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and  twenty  acres  were  set  apart  for  school  land  ;  and  the  lion.  Isaac  Royal,  by 
his  will,  also  gnve  the  town  two  hundred  acres  more  for  school  purposes.  In 
1769,  only  one  j'ear  after  the  first  minister  was  settled,  and  but  seven  years 
after  the  permanent  settlement  of  the  town,  three  pounds  was  appropriated  for 
schooling.  The  first  sdiooVmaster  of  which,  we  have  any  record  was  Simeon 
Chamberlain,  who  was  paid  eighteen  shillings  for  two  weeks' schooling  in  1769. 
At  first,  the  schools  were  kept  in  dwellings  and  Ixirns.  The  first  schooMiouse 
was  built  about  the  year  1777,  when  liberty  was  granted  to  a  number  of  inhalv 
itants  near  the  Centre  to  build  a  school-house  near  the  meetinrr-honse.  In  1781 , 
the  town  was  divided  into  six  districts.  In  1790  the  first  school  committee 
was  chosen.  The  town  was  rcdistrictcd  in  1795,  with  nine  districts.  Irt  1797 
it  was  voted  to  build  school-houses  in  the  several  school  districts ;  and  May  T,* 
1798,  fifteen  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  for  that  object.  Besides  the 
amonnt  raised  annually  by. the  town  fot*  the  schools,. there  is  the  *'01d  School 
Fund,"  accruinj?  from  iho  sale  of  the  school  lands,  and  the  **  Bullock  Fund,**, 
of  five  thousand  dollars,  bequeathed  to  the  town  hy  the  Hon.  Rufus  Bullock 
for  the  benefit  and  use  of  the  common  schools  of  the  town.  There  is  no  reg- 
ular high  school.  The  schools  of  South  Royalston  are  partially  graded,  and 
consist  of  a  Primary  Department  and  a  Grammar  School.  The  school  com- 
mittee for  the  year  1879-80  consists  of  A.  D.  Raymond,  R.  R.  Safford,  AJrs. 
M.  A.  C.  Adams,  B.  H.  Brown,  Miss  Emma  L.  Pierce,  A.  M.  White,  and  Chaa* 
A.  Higgins.  The  list  of  college  graduates  who  have  attained  distinction 'as 
roinii^ters  of  the  gospel,  as  teachers,  and.  in  the  various  professions,  is  indeed 
remarkable  for  a  town  with  so  small  a  population.  Among  this  number, 
natives  and  others,  who  have  resided  in  Ro^-alston,  are  the  fvillowing-: 
Sidney  Ilolmun,  class  of  1830  (Williams),  was  born  at  R'lyalstou  In  tho 
year  1800..  He  studied  theology  at  Aubin'n,  N.  X.,  and  has  been  settled 
as  pastor  of  churches  at  Saugus,  AVillington  (Conn.),  Webster,  and  Mill*^ 
bury,  and  acting  pastor  at  Goshen  and  Windsor.  He  was  mtirritd  in  1883- 
to  M)Ta  Fisher  of  Templeton,  by  whom  he  had  five  children,  of  wh6m  thcf. 
eldest,  Thomas,  died  in  the  service  of  his  country  in  1862.  Stephen 
Ilolman,  native-born,  class  of  1839  (Williams),  and  Rev.  Sylvester  Davis, 
native-born,  was  also  a  graduate  of  college.  -  Rev.  Amory  Gale,  born  ia 
Royalston,  graduated  at  Brown  University,  class  of  1843.  Rev.  Ebcneier 
Cutler,  native,  graduated  at  University  of  Vermont,  class  of  1845:  Franklin 
Jones,  class  of  1829  (Amherst);  Alexander  Hamilton  Bullock,  1836;  Rev. 
Jesse  K.  Bragg,  1838;  Ariel  Eben,  Pari^^h  Perkins,  1840;  Leonard  liorenzo 
Leathe,  1843  ;  Rev.  Henry  Cummings,  1847  ;  Henry  Martyu  Harrington,  1860 ; 
Charles  Goddard  Goodell  Paine,  18GI ;  and  Rev.  Albert  Bryant,  1862— all 
gi-aduated  at  Amherst  College  and  were  born  in  Royalston.  Prof.  Nelson 
Wheeler,  class  of  1836  (Yale)  ;  Qileb  Bufl'um  Metcalf,  1842 ;  George  Brigham 
Newton,  1843 ;  and  Samuel  Chester  Gale,  1854, — we  re  native-born  and  gradu- 
ated at  Yale  College.    George  Newton,  class  of  1808  (Dartmouth  College),  was 

TOL.  n-tt. 


250  TOWN  OF  BOTALSTON. 

bora  in  Royalston,  Jan.  16,  1785,  son  of  Nathan  Brigbam  and  Mary  (Stewart) 
Nowton ;  died,  June  C,  1817,  aged^Si  Lawyer  i  began  practice  at  Salem,  remoTod 
to  Boyalston  in  1816.     Rev.  Ebcuczer  IPerkins,  class  of  1814  (D.  C.)  ;  bora 
At  Toi^ficld  July  4, 1794 ;  died  at  Royal^ton,  Nor.  28, 18G1,  aged  67 ;  studied^ 
divinity  with  Rev.  Dr.  Elisba  Parish  of  Byfield,  and  at  Andover  Theological 
Seminary ;  ordained  pastor  of  Congregational  Church  at  Royuldton,  Feb.  17, 
1819,  and  dUmissed  May  19,  1816,  but  remained  in  the  town.    His  only 
publication  was  a  dedicatory  sermon.  .  Married  Amelia,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Ariel  Parish  (D.  C.,  1788),  at  ll^Ianchcster,  Juue  8,  1819.     Benjamin  Conant 
Perkins  (D.  C,  1848),  was  his  son.    Rev.  Norman  Hazen,  class  of  1840  (D. ' 
C),  lK)rn  at  Hartford,  Vt.,  Sept.  7,  1814,  died  at  Royalston,  Feb.  13,  1852,  - 
aged  37,  graduated   from  Andover  Theological   Seminary,   1844 1  ordained* 
pastor  of  Congreg:itioual  Church  at  Royalston,  SiLirch  24,  1847,  and  died  while 
in  his  official  position.     Hosea  Davis,  class  of  1842  (D.  C),  born  at  Royals- 
ton, Juno  21,  1817 ;  son  of  Asa  and  Deborah  (Mason)  Davis;  studied  niedi-  ' 
cin^,  and  practiced  near  Indianapolis,  Ind. ;  married  (I)  Maria  Cynthia  &Iarka 
of  Greenbush,  III. ;  (2)  Abhy  Stevens  of  Petersham.     Benjamin  Conant  Per- 
kins, class  of  1848   (D.  C.)  ;  born  at  Royalston,  Jan^  23,  1827 ;  read  law  at 
Harvard  University  Law  School,  and  with  lion.  Asahel  Huntington  of  Salem, 
and  Rufus  Choate  (D.  C,   1819)  of  Boston;    began  practice  at  Danvers; 
Lc^nder .  Smith  graduated    from   the  medical   department  of  Dartmouth  in 
1834.    Rev.  Samuel  Bacheller,  class  of  1731,  Harvard  University;  bora  at 
Reading;  resided  at  Haverhill ;  died  at  Royalston,  April,  1796,  aged  90  years; 
ordained  minister.     Rev.  Joseph  Lice,  class  of  17G5  (II.  U.)  ;  bcrn  May  23, 
1742,  at  Concord ;  lived  in  Royalston ;  died  in  Royalston,  Feb.  16,  1819, 
aged  77;  ordained  minister;  received  degrees  of  A.  B.  and  A.  M.  at  both- 
Harvard  and  Yale.    Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  A.M.,  S.T.D.  (1847),  class  of  1818 
(H.  U.)  ;  born  at  Royalston,  Aug.  16,  1795;  lived,  and  onlaincd  ministerai 
Bostop  (Twelfth  Congregational  Church),  Feb.  9,  1825;  died  at  Ro2cbury, 
June  24f  1866,  aged  70;   son  of  Benjamin  and  Betsey  (Gerrish)  Barrett; 
Sept.  11,  1832,  n^arried  Mary  Susan  Greenwood.     Benjamin  Shattuck  Howe 
Brown,  class  of  1850   (11.  U.);  born  at  Royalston,  Sept.  6,  1828;  died  at 
South  Boylston,  March  5,  1851 ;  son  of  Artemas  Howe  and  Catharine  (Howe) 
Brown.     Charles  Augustus  Gregory,  class  of  1855  (II.  U.)  ;  bom  at  Royal-^ 
ston,  Sept.  7,  1833 ;  sou  of  Franklin  aud  Martha  Porter  (Edwards)  Gregory; 
Dec.  4,  1861,  married  Julia  A.  Booth  of  New  York.     Arthur  Clarence  Brown,  ' 
class  of  1879  (II.  U.),  l>orn  in  Royalston,  May  11,  1857;  son  of  Elisha  F; 
and  Angel iuc  A.  (French)  Brown;  lives  in  Atbol;  intends  to  read  law.     The  • 
author  is  indebted  to  **  Sketches  of  the  Alumni  of  Dartmouth  College,  by  Rcvj    ' 
George  T.  Chapman,  D-D..**  and  •* Sibley's  MSS.,  by  John  Laugdon  Sibley ,•• 
former  librarian  of  Harvard  University,  for  most  facts  and  statistics  given  above 
of  graduates  of  Dartmouth  College  and  Harvard  University. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

UOVfiMEKTS    IN    THE    REBfiLLIOX  —  MEMOBIAL    TABLETS  —  WOnTHIES    OF    THE 
TOWN  —  AGRICULTURE  — ^  MANUFACTURES  —  PROMIXEXT  BU8INES8  MEN. 

When  Rebellion  lifted  its  hand  against  the  flag  and  struck  its  heavy  blows  for 
the  dissolution  of  the  Union,  the  people  of  Ro^-alstou,  true  to  the  principles  of 
constitutional  liberty  and  union,  stood  nobly  by  the  government,  and,  although 
more  largely  exhausted  of  its  young  men  than  many  other  sections  of  "the 
State,  j'et  the  calls  of  the  country  were  promptly  met,  and  the  record  of  the 
sons  of  Royalston  on  the  many  fields  of  battle,  is  one  worthy  of  the  town  and 
State  which  they  represented,  and  which  in  the  pages  of  history  will  bo  proudly 
referred  to  by  every  citizen  of  the  town.  The  first  action  taken  by  the  town 
mis  at  a  town  meeting,  held  April  30,  18C1,  when,  on  motion  of  Oapt.  John 
Wbitmore,  it  was  voted  to  raise  the  sum  of  $1,500  for  fitting  out  volunteer  ' 
soldiers  of  this  town.  Also,  **  voted  to  pay  each  volunteer  soldier  fr6m  the 
town  of  Boyalston,  necessary  for  said  town  to  fuimish  to  form  a  <rompany  with 
the  town  of  Athol,  the  sum  of  ton  dollars  per  month  while  they  are  in  service, 
and  it  is  to  be  paid  out  of  the  town  treasury,  which  is  to  l>e  over  and  ubovo 
what  they  draw  from  the  Government.'*  A  committee  of  three,  consisting  t>f 
Dr.  Isaac  P.  Willis,  L.  W.  Partridge,  and  Jarvis  Davis,  Esq.,  were  ap|>ointed  ' 
to  canvass  the  town  for  soldiers  to  enlist  into  the  company  to  be  formed  by  thd  ~ 
towns  of  Boyalston  and  Athol.  On  motion  of  Bamet  Bullock,' Esq.,  it  was 
**  voted  that  a  committee  of  three  persons  bo  chosen  by  the  town,  for  the 
purpose  of  fitting  out  such  soldiers  as  shall  enlist  and  be  called  for  service  from 
the  town  of  Boyalston,  by  the  State  or  United  States,  and  to  draw  on  the 
treasury  for  the  expense  of  a  suitable  fit-out  for  each  soldier,  and  that  said 
committee  .shall  take  the  charge  of  the  State  arms,  and  to  be  vouchers  for  tho 
retarn  of.  said  arms,  unless  taken  by  the  Bebels."  Col.  George  Whitney^  ' 
Joseph  Baymond  and  L.  TV.  Partridge  were  chosen  as  that  committee. 

One  hundred  and  ten  men  enlisted  from  this  town.  Of  these,  eighteen  served 
in  tbe-21st  Beginient,  twenty-six  in  the  25th,  twent^'-five  in  tho  SGtfa,  twenty- 
six  in  the  53d,  and  the  remainder  in  various  regiments. 

Among  the  natives  of  Boyalston  who  have  served  in  the  army  from  other 
States  are  Maj.-Gen.  Lysander  Cutler  of  Wisconsin,  Lieut.-Col.  Charles 
Catnmings  of  Vermont,  Capt.  Andrew  J.  Bichardson  of  Wisconsin,  Capt. 
Henry  J.  Howe  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Lieut.  Silas  Ueywood  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Joseph  Baymond,  a  wealthy  citizen  of 
Boyalston,  four  memorial  tablets  of  white  marble,  containing  the  names  of  the 
soldiers  from  this  town  who  died  in  tho  service,  have  been  placed  in  the  Town 
Hall.    These  tablets  are  shield-shaped  and  contain  the  following  inacriptioDB : 
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^S5th  Begt.  lUss.  Vols., 
•*Co.L 

^C.  TV*.  Norcross,  Ilmnoke  Island,  N.  C,  Feb.  Slat,  1862,  Aged  22  jrs.  Gra. 
Brown,  Whitehall,  N.  C,  Dee.  16th,  18G2,  Aged  41  jra.  Hoaea  B.  Boaworth,  Cold 
Harbor,  Va.,  July  lOtli,  1864,  Aged  32  jra."* 

^^  Died  of  DUea9e. 
^  Uarcoa  Walker,  Portsmouth,  N.  C,  Jan.  20th,  1863,  aged  22  years." 

'« Kmed  in  Action. 
*^  Henry  E.  Sjiight,  Spottsylvania,  Va.,  May  12th,  1864,  aged  20  years." 

"  Died  in  PriBon. 

**John  S.  Chase,  Andersonville,  Ga.,  Ang.  11th,  1864,  aged  19  years.  Jod  S. 
Bosworth,  Charleston,  S.  C,  Sept.  24th,  1864,  aged  37  years." 

'     ♦*  36th  ReoT.  Mass  Vols., 

"Co.  D. 

^^  Died  of  Disease.  . 

"A.  P.  Pierce,  Hartfonl,  Va.,  ^ox.  19th,  1862,  aged  26  years.  Eugene  C,  King, 
Nieholsonville,  Ky.,  Aug.  23<l«  1863,  aged  18  years.  Stephen  P.  White,  Annjipolis, 
Md.,  May  3d,  1864,  aged  35  years.*' 

^''^  Died  of  Wounds. 

••■Sanford  Giles,  Spottsyh-ania,  Va.,  Blay  r2th,  1864,  aged  37  years.    Geo. L.  Cha^e,' 
Wiklemcss,  Va.,  June  8th,  1861,  aged  23  j-cars.    Corporal  R.  N.  White,  Cold  llarbor, 
Va.,  June  25th,  1864,  aged  20  j-cars.** 

"  Killed  in  Action, 

"Sam'l  B.  Hale,  Spottsylvania,  Va.,  May  12lh,  1864,  aged  31  years.  Gcor^  A. 
Raymond,  CtoUl  Harbor,  Va.,  June  2d,  1864,  aged  22  )-cars.  Ji>lm  ShcpaRl?jon, 
Petersburg,  Va.,  June  17tb,  1864,  aged  20  j-ears.  Henry  Russell,  Petersburg,  Va.,' 
Aug.  8th,  1864,  aged  17  years." 

•*53d  Regt.  Mass.  Vol.  Miutia, 

"Co.  E. 

"  Died  of  Disease. 

"  Geo.  L.  Hancoek,  Carrolton,  La.,  March  8tb,  18G3,  aged  21  years.  Corp.  Geo.  W. 
Knights,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Apr.  10th,  1863,  aged  23  years.  Uri  C,  Day,  Baton  Rj;it«, 
La.,  Apr.  14f  1863,  ageil  19  years.  Chas.  E.  Tenncy,  New  Orleans,  La.,  Apr.  2GtU, 
1863,  aged  17  years.  Henry  C.  Morse,  New  Orleans,  La.,  April  27tb,  18C3,  agcl  20 
years.  John  M.  Wood,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  May  15th,  18G3,  aged  10  years.  Jos.  W. 
Bosworth,  Royalston,  Mass.,  July  24th,  1863,  aged  19  years." 

"Co.  F. 
"  Quincy  A.  Shepardson,  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  July  27th,  1863,  aged  37  years.,^ 
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*^  Miscellaneous  Reoimbhts. 

**  Died  of  Disease. 

"  Milton  C.  Handy,  Co.  I,  4th  Vt.  Reg'l,  Feb.  17th,  1862,  aged  18  j-ears.    Corp.  W. 
H.  Sprague,  Co.  B,  27th. Mass.,  May  10th,  18G2,  aged  40  years.    Jas.  Townsend,  Co. 
A,  32d  Rog't,  Aug.  2d,  18G2,  aged  25  years.    Jeffer3on  Richardson,  Co.  F,  JCth  N.  JLy , 
Jan.  24lh,  18G3,  aged  30  years." 

"  Died  of  Wounds. 
"  Edwin  O.  Vose,  Co.  F,  2d  Mass.,  June  25th,  18G2,  aged  19  years.'' 

*'  Killed  in  Action. 

"  Geo.  Miles,  Co.  A,  2d  N.  H.,  June  15, 18G2.  aged  20  years.  Geo.  E.  Fry,  Co.  E, 
5lh  N.  II.,  May  2(\\  18G3,  aged  27  years.  W.  D.  Goddard,  Co.  F,  57th  Mass.,  Aug. 
10th,  18G4,  aged  39  years." 

The  first  Representative  to  the  General  Court,  from  this  town,  was  chosen 
May  27th,  1776,  and  at  the  last  town  meeting  warned  in  bis  mtijesty's  name. 
The  followini;  have  served  as  reprcsentitivcs  from  Royalston ; — Timothy 
Richardson,  1776;  John  Fry,  1780,  '83,  '84, '85,  '87;  Peter  Woodbury,  1788, 
'89  ;  Isaac  Gregory,  1 7J)4,  '95,  1801,  '03,  'OG,  '07,  '08  ;  Jonathan  Sibley,  1786 ; 
Oliver  Work,  1792;  Phillip  Sweetzer,  1798;  John  Norton,  1800,  M3, '14; 
Joseph  Estabrook,  1809,  '10,  '11,  '12,  '15,  '16,  'J7,  '25;  Rufiis  Bullock,  1820, 
'21,  '27,  '28,  '29;  Sqnicr  Davis,  1823;  Stephen  Bachcllcr,  Jr.,  1826, '3();\ 
Franklin  Gregory,  1831,  '33;  Benjamin  Brown,  1832,  *45 ;  Asahcl  Davis,' 
1834;  ArbaShcrwin,  1835,  '37,  '39;  Russell  Morse,  1835,  '36,  '39;  Bcnoni 
Peck,  1836,  '37;  Salmon  Goddard,  1838-;  Benjamin  Fry,  1838,  '40,  '54; 
Cyrus  Davis,  1840;  Hiram  W.  Albec,  1843,  '46,  '52, '53;  Barnct  Bullock, 
1844;  Silas  Kenucy,  1848;  Elmer  Newton,  1849;  Joseph  Raymond,  1850, 
'51;  Tarrant  Curter,  1855;  Jarvis  Davis,  1856;  Joseph  Estabrook,  1857 ; 
George  Whitney,  1859  ;  Elisha  F.  Brown,  1861 ;  Ebenczer  W.  Bullard,  1864; 
William  W.  Clement,  1866  ;  Jeremiah  A.  Rich,  1868,  '74 ;  Benjamin  II.  Brown, 
1870;  Joseph  Walker,  1877.  Senators:  Joseph  Estabrook,  1828  ;  Rufus  Bul- 
lock, 1831-32]  George  Whitney,  1863-64.  Constitutional  Convention,  1779,  - 
'80:  Sylvanus  Ilcmcnway,  delegate,  and  John  Fry,  his  subittitute.  Rufus 
Bullock,  delegate  to  Constitutional  Conventions  of  1820  and  1853;  John  Fry, 
delegate  at  the  ratification  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  1788. 
The  Town  Clerks  of  Royalston,  from  its  incorporation  to  the  present  time,  are 
as  follows: — John  Fry,  from  1765  to  1782,  with  the  exception  of  1773; 
Stephen  Baiholler,  1773;  Peter  Woodbury,  1782  t,)  1790,  and  for  1791  and 
1794;  John  Bachellet,  1790,  '92,  and  '9^ ;  Daniel  Woodbury,  1795,  '96;  [ 
IsnacGrcgory,  1797,  '98,  '99,  1800,  1806 ;  Samuel  Goddard,  Jr.,  1801,  1802 ; 
Joseph  Estabrook,  1803,  '04,  '05,  '03,  '09,  '10;  Stephen  B:icheller,  Jr.,  1807; 
John  Norton,  1811,  '14,  '15,  '16,  '17;  Rufus  Bullock,  1812,  '13;  Thomas  J. 
Leo,  1818,  '21,  '22,  '23,  '24;  Franklin  Gregory,  1819,  '20,  and  from  1825  to 
1837 ;  Barnct  Bullock,  1837  to  1847 ;  George  F.  Miller,  1847,  '48,  '49,  '51, 
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'C7,  '68,  '69,  '70 ;  Joseph  Baymond,  1850,  '53 ;  Leandcr  W.  Warren,  1852 ;  R. 
II.  Bullock,  54;  Charles  II.  Xewtoiu  1855  to  1867;  Joseph  T.  Xichols,  1871, 
'72,  '78 ;  Joseph  Walker,  1874,  '75,  '76 ;  Frank  W.  Adams,  1877,  '78,  '79. 

In  1768,  the  same  year  that  the  first  minister  was  settled.  Dr.  Stophca 
Bacheller  established  himself  in  town  as  the  first  physician,  where  for  half  A 
century  ho  practiced  his  profession.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son,  Stephen 
Bacheller,  Jr.,  the  father  and  son  practicing  in  town  for  eighty  years.  Dr. 
Stephen  Bacheller,  Jr.,  ranked  among  the  most  eminent  physicians  of  the 
State,  having  probably  a  more  extensive  consultation  business  than  any  other 
physician  in  the  county.  Ho  is  said  to  have  ridden  more  miles  than  any  othcfr 
doctor  in  Worcester  County ;  was  a  member  of  the  jMnssachusetts  Medical 
Society,  for  two  years  its  vice-president,  and  for  many  j'cars  one  of  its  coun? 
sellors,  and  was  a  delegate  from  the  Society  to  the  Amt>ricau  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  Baltimore.  Nearly  forty  medical  students  were  under  his  instruction. 
Other  physicians  of  first-class  reputation  were  Dr.  Isaac  P.  Willis  and  Dr. 
Tiiomas  Richardson.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  the  central  portion  of  the  toim 
started  on  its  second  century  not  only  with  its  fourth  minister,  but  also  its 
fourth  physician.  Frank  W.  Adams,  M.  D.,  at  the  Centre  and  Henry  O. 
Adams,  M.  D.,  at  South  Royalston,  now  look  after  the  health  of  the  people* 

Among  the  old-time  worthies  of  the  town  may  bo  mentioned  Joseph  Esta- 
brook,  Esq.,  who  as  merchant,  first  postmaster,  first  senator,  and  a  gentleman 
of  the  old  school,  occupied  a  prominent  position  among  his  fcllow-citizbhsJ 
Moj.  Gcu.  Franklin  Gregory,  who  excelled  in  military  affairs,  was  chosen  to 
preside  at  one  of  the  receptions  in  honor  of  Lafayette,  and  was  one  of  the 
most  enterprising  merchants  the  town  ever  had ;  and  Jonathan  Pierce,  who  for 
nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  brought  the  mail  once  a  week,  as  ho  drovo  tho 
post  between  Worcester  and  Keeue  through  Royalston.  His  son,  Horaco 
Fierce,  Esq.,  was  at  one  time  largely  engaged  in  tho  manufacture  of  pails  ia 
the  north  part  of  tho  town. 

As  an  agricultural  town  Royalston  bears  a  good  reputation,  and  the  large, 
substantial,  :ihd  wcll-kcpt  farm-houses  and  barns  testify  that  tho  soil  of  tbeso 
hills  amply  rei>ays  tho  industrious  farmer  for  his  labors.  Like  so  many  of  the 
hill  towns  of  Mnssacbusetts,  tho  sons  and  daughters  of  Royalston  have  been 
leaving  the  homes  of  their  fathers,  and  socking  amid  more  exciting  scenes  a 
name  and  fortune.  Yet  the  drain  from  this  town  has  not  been  so  largo  as  from 
many  of  our  towns,  as  the  census  of  tho  various  dates  will  show :  Population, 
1776,  617  ;  1790, 1,130 ;  1800, 1,243 ;  1810, 1,415  ;  1820,  1,424 ;  1830,  1,493 ; 
1840,  l;(t67  ;  1850, 1,546 ;  1855, 1,469  ;  1860, 1,486 ;  1865, 1,441 ;  1870, 1,354 ; 
1875,  1,260.  The  census  report  of  1875  gives  the  following  statistics  of  the 
agriculture  of  the  town.  Number  of  farms,  172,  valued  at  $506,000 ;  domes- 
tic animals  Valned  at  $57,968.  Tho  products  of  agriculture  amounted  to 
$04,792.-  There  were  2,512  tons  of  hay  {>roduccd.  The  number  of  horses 
was  S24;  cows  410,  and  sheep  176. 
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A  very  creditable  cattle-sbow,  surpassing  ia  many  respects  some  6f  the 
county  fairs,  was  held  by  the  farmers  of  tbe  town  tbe  present  season. 

The  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  was  celebrated 
Aug.  23,  1865,  when  the  address  was  delivered  by  Koynlston's  honored  son, 
Hon.  Alexander  H.  Bullock.  The  poet  of  the  day  was  Albert  Brj'ant,  A.  'M. ; 
and  Mrs.  George  Woodbury  contributed  an  original  hymn  for  the  occasion. 

A  fine  town  house  was  built  in  18G7,  at  a  cost  of  alK)ut  $9,000.  It  contains 
a  large  hall,  a  public  library,  and  rooms  for  town  oiBccrs.  The  hall  is  adorned 
by  three  fine  porti*ait3,  of  Hon.  Eufus  Bullock,  ex-Gov.  A.  IL  Bullock,  and 
Uev.  Ebenczer  Perkins,  second  pastor  of  the  Congregational  Church.  Daniel 
Parkhurst  Clark  came  to  Boyalston  as  a  clerk  in  the  store  of  Gon.  Franklin 
Gregory,  Avhere  he  remained  for  ten  or  twelve  years.  lie  afterwards  went  to 
New  York,  where  he  engaged  in  business,  and  amassed  a  largo  fortune.  After 
hjs  death  Mrs.  Clark  came  to  Royalstcm,  the  home  of  her  childhood ;  and  about 
Boven  years  ago  she,  in  connection  with  Mr.  Joseph  Estabrook,  built  an  cle- 
^nt  residence,  where  she  now  resides.  Mrs.  Clark  is  a  generous  contributor 
to  the  Congregational  Church,  and  to  every  worthy  olrject  connected  with  tbo 
welfare  of  the  town.  . 

RoyaUton  has  the  honor,  not  only  of  furnishing  a  Governor  for  licr^own 
State,  but  of  supplying  the  neighboring  State  of  Vermont  with  one;  the  Hon. 
Asahel  Pock,  Governor  of  Vermont  from  1874  to  187G,  being  a  nativp  of  the 
toTvn. 

South  Royalston  is  a  flourishing  village  on  Miller's  Kivcr  in  the  south-east 
pari  of  the  town,  where  most  of  the  manufacturing  establishments  are  located. 
It  has  two  churches,  hotel,  two  stores.  Mechanics'  Hall,  and  a  depot  on  the 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts  division  of  the  Fitchburg  Railroad. 

Among  the  manufacturers  of  Royalston,  Salmon  S.  Farrar  occupies  q 
prominent  place.  Born  in  Winchendon,  he  came,  a  poor  boy,  in  1832,  to  what 
was  then  called  Royalston  Factory  Village.  At  first  he  worked  by  the  day  for 
J.  M.  Upham,  then  commenced  the  manufacture  of  shop-pogs;  with  Leonard 
Wheeler.  The  business  being  new  and  customers  few,  they  soon  disposed  of 
it.  In  183G,  he  built  the  shop  now  standing  and  engaged  in  the  manufactui*o 
of  •*nest'*  or  dry  measures,  children's  ^olIi^lg-hoop3,  boxes,  sleds,  &c.  As  his 
business  increased,  be  built  additions  to  his  shop,  and  also  a  saw-mill.  •  Af^or 
being  closely  confined  to  manufacturing  buisinoss  for  more  than  foity  years,  ho 
retired  from  active  business  with  a  competency.  lie  has  contributed  largely 
to  the  growth  of  the  village  of  South  Royalston,  and  has  been  an  netivo  mcm- 
l>cr  of  the  Orthodox  Society  from  its  organization.  For  some  yxuxts  last  past 
he  has  held  important  positions  of  trust ;  has  been  officially  connected  with  tho 
Templeton  Savings  Bank  from  its  incorporation ;  is  also  a  director  of  the 
At  hoi  Naticmal  Bank ;  and  has  been  collector  of  taxes  for  many  years. 

Caleb  W.  Day  has  been  actively  engaged  in  tho  manufacture  of  shoe-pegs  at 
South  Royalston  for  nearly  twenty  years.    lie  succeeded  Silas  Jones,  Jr.,  who 
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bad  Iieon  a  rocmbcr  oflho  firm  of  Dcmis  (Otis  Bcmis)  &  Joocs.  Alioiit  twelve 
yoara  ago  ho  coininouccd  Ibo  manuracturo  of  hrush-blocka  and  brutth-bamlioh 
and  now  tiinis  out  a  very  cxtcnsivo  Tarictyv  adapted  to  aInHhit  every  kind  of 
brusbt  and  employ's  alM»nt  tivclre  band;!.  Mr.  Day  lia;s  always  taken  a  deep 
interet»t  in  the  pnisperity  of  tbe  villngCy  and  ba:i  been  an  active  promoter  of  the 
social  welfare  and  iiitillcctual  improvement  of  its  citizens,  lie  bas  used  his 
means  and  influence  to  c«itablisb  and  su:4tain  lei^tures  in  the  village. 

Edmund  Stoekwcll  of  So!it!i  Roynlston  is  al:io  engaged  in  the  manufactnro 
of  brush-blocks  and  brush-lmndlcs  and  croquet-sets.  lie  lias  been  quite  suc- 
cessful and  does  a  safe  and  sure  bus<incss. 

Dca.  M.-13-nard  Partridge,  an  influential  citizen »  has  lx)en  engaged  for  many 
years  in  the  manufacture  of  chair-stuff  at  the  old  Ilolman  Mill,  about  one  mile 
niirth-east  of  the  town  house. 

Col.  George  Whitney  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  successful  business 
men  of  Worcester  County.     lie  has  achieved  success.     He  was  brought  up  cm 
a  farm  and  drove  a  team  on  the  highway  for  ten  years.     In  ISiiS^  si>oii  after, 
thd  death  of  Uufus  Bullock,  he  liought  the  woolen-mill  at  South.  ItoyaUton, 
although  be  already  owned  a  chair-shop,  and  haJ  been  engaged  i:i  the  manu- 
facture of  chairs  since  the  year  1848.'    Ho  thus  became  the  head  of  two 
important  manufacturing  interests.     Ho  employs  more  than  one  hinidrcd  hands, 
in  both  factories,  and«  during  the  past  years  of  depression  and  widespread 
**  j^anic,"  has  moved  steadily  on,  keeping  the  full  quota  of  help  in  both  the  mill 
and  chair-shop.    Col.  Whitney  has  hold  the  position  of  depot -agent  continuously . 
since  the  establi^^hmcnt  of  a  depot  at  South  RoyaUton ;  has  represented  bis 
town  in  the  Legislature,  both  in  the  House  and  Senate.     He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Governor's  Council  for  iho  years  1873,  *74,  *75,  *7G  and  *77,  five 
consecutive  years,  when  ho  declined  to  stand  longer  as  a  c:mdidatc  for  the 
office.     The  vote  at  the  election  in  1875,  to  serve  in  1876,  as  recorded  in  the  , 
office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  is,  George  Whitney,  24,318;  scattering,  7.  ' 
The  vote  at  tbo  election  in  187(5,  to  serve  in  1877,  recorded  as  above,  is,  Geo... 
Whitney,  33,354,  and  ;?o  votes  against  him.     Wo  venture  to  say  that  no  other 
public  man  in  the  Commonwealth  has  a  like  record  of  unanimity  at  any  election 
where  30,009  or  more  ballots  have  l>een  cast. 

In  1857,  72,000  yards  of  woolen  cloth  were  manufactured, — va|ue,  $72,000; 
there  were  129,000  palm-leaf  hats  manufactured,  —  value,  $1G.225;  value  of 
chairs  and  Ciibinet-ware  manufactured,  $15,041 ;  there  were  eleven  saw-mills; 
vakio  of  lumber,  $18,1G5.  The  value  of  goods  naade  and  work  done  in  1875 
were :  chair-stock  and  lumber,  $7,500 ;  chairs,  wood  seat,  $20,000 ;  hats,  pahn- 
leaf,  $20,000 ;  shoe-pegs,  brush  handles,  croquet-sets,  &c.,  $10,000;  woolpn 
goods,  $150,000;  wooden-ware,  $10,300;  total  manufaclures,  $223,850. 

A  name  which  will  ever  be  honored  by  the  citizens  of  Royalston  is  that  of 
Rufus  DuUock.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Hugh  and  Rebecca  Bullock,  and  w;is 
bom  in  Boyalston  Sept.  23,  1779,  and  died  in  his  native  town,  where  ho  had 
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always  lived,  Juno  10,  1858,  aged  78.  Although  his  means  were  limited,  yet 
he  obtained  a  good  education,  worked  upon  (lie  fann  and  taught  school.  IIo 
aifterwards  engaged  in  trade,  having  a  store  on  the  Common.  May  4,  1808,  ho 
married  Miss  Davis  of  Rindse,  N.  II.  Uo  did  not  cnimM  in  manuracturin<r 
until  he  was  about  forty-live' years  of  age,  but  during  the  remainder  of  his  life 
he  devoted  himself  assiduously  to  this  business  and  accumulated  a  very  largo 
foi'tune.  It  has  been  truly  said  of  him  :  ^'IIc  was  a  patriot  of  the  early  type, 
—  a  gentleman  of  the  olden  school,  —  a  friend  to  be  trusted,  and  a  man,  whose 
principles  boro  the  test  of  intimate  acquaintance  and  inspection,  and  whoso 
influence,  unobtrusive  but  potent,  has  been  eminently  useful."  Ho  held  maqy 
oiBces  of  trust  and  honor;  was  one  of  the  trustees  of  Amherst  College,  and 
was  the  donor  of  a  telescope  for  the  College  Observatory ;  represented  tbo 
town  seven  years  in  the  Legislature,  — five  in  the  House,  two  in  the  Senate; 
ivas  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Conventions  of  1820  and  1853,  and  was 
chosen  presidential  elector.  His  benevolence  was  proverbial,  and  in  his  wi)l 
be  left  many  bequests  to  most  noble  and  worthy  objects.  When  ho  died  the 
whole  town  >vas  in  mourning  for  the  loss  of  the  beloved,  honored,  and  most, 
distiniruishcd  son  of  Rovalston.  The  old  homestead  of  the  Bullock  family  is., 
now  occupied  by  Mrs.  Emily  Bullock  Ripley,  daughter  of  Bufus  Bullock,  and 
Condaco  Bullock,  her  aunt.  Mrs.  Ripley  gave  the  organ  to  the  CongregaUoual 
Church. 

«  * 

Hon.  Alexander  Hamilton  Bullock  is  the  illustrious  son  of  Rufus  Bullock; 
graduated  at  Amherst  College,  class  of  183G,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1811,  —  a  man  of  learning,  distinguished  In  belles  lettref^y  an  orator  and  states- 
man. The  people  of  the  city  of  Worcester,  of  the  county,  and  of  the  whole 
Comnrionwcalth  have  been  delighted  to  shower  honors  and  offices  of  trust  upon 
him.  IIo  was  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent.itives  for  the  years  1845, 
1847,  1848,  and  18G1,  18G2,  1863,  18G4,  and  18G5;  Speaker  of  tbo  House 
for  18o2,  1803,  1864,  and  1865 ;  member  of  the  Senate,  1849 ;  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Insolvency  for  Worcester  County,  1856,  1857,  and  1858;  mayor  vf 
Worcester,  1859,  and  governor  of  the  •'Old  Bay  State **  for  the  years  186(}, 
1867,  and  1868. 

Town  Officers  for  1879.  — Joseph  T.  Nichols,  Caleb  W.  Day,  Asaph  M., 
White,  Selectmen  and  Assessors. 

TVccwwrcr,  Joseph  Walker ;  C7erZ:,  Frank  W.  Adams. 

The  author  is  indebted  to  RoyaL-ton  '*  Memorial  "  for  many  facts  of  historical 
interest.  lie  also  extend:^  thanks  to  Miss  Emma  L.  Piei*ce,  Mrs.  Charlotte  B. 
Pierce,  Hon.  George  Whitney,  Mr.  Caleb  W.  Day,  and  Dr.  Frank  W.  Adams 
of  Royalston ;  Mr.  Caleb  A.  Cook  and  L.  B.  Caswell,  B.  S.,  of  Atbol,  for  aid 
in  the  preparation  of  this  history.  To  all  others  who  have  taken  an  interetft 
in  the  work,  he  is  grateful. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


KAHE  OF  THE  TOWN  —  AXCIEKT  PURCHASE  —  FIRST  SETTLERS  —  IXDIAX  OUT- 
BAOE8  —  INCORPORATIOX  —  PHYSICAL  FEATURES — CUMATE — SCHOOLS  AISfD 
EDUCATIONAL  MOVEMENTS  —  POPULATION. 

This  towD  was  named  after  Rutland,  in  Edirland,  in  honor  of  the  Duke  of 
Rutland.  The  word  ^Rutland  ^  is  derived  from  the  Anglo-Saxon  words  ^  nid, 
rut**  (variously  spelt),  red  and  land ;  so  called  from  the  redness  of  the  soil; 
this  waa  so  marked  that  it  colored  the  wool  of  the  sheep.  Rutland  appears  in 
the  Latin  poetic  history  of  England,  a.d.  500. 

Doe.  22,  1686,  Puugastion  of  Pcnnicook;  Pompamamay,  Sassawannow, 
Qualipunit  of  Natic;  Wananapan  of  Wamassick  (Indians  who  claimed  to  he 
lords  of  the  soil),  gave  and  executed  a  deed  to  Henry  Willard,  Joseph  Row- 
landson,  Joseph  Foster,  Benjamin  Willard,  and  Cyprian  Stevens,  for  £23  of 
the  currency  of  that  time,  a  certain  tract  of  land  twelve  miles  square  (the  Indian 
name  bemg  Naquag),  according  to  the  following  bounds,  viz. :  — 

«« Commencing  at  Mascopauge  Pond  the  South  corner,  and  ruDniog  North  to  Quani- 
tick  and  to  Wanehatopick,  and  thence  upon  Wachasett,  which  is  the  North  comer: 
running  Northwest  to  Wallamanumpscook,  and  to  Qiiapuanimawick,  and  to  Asnaoon- 
mick  Pond  which  is  the  Northwest  corner ;  and  running  Sonth  to  Musshange  a  great 
swamp,  and  to  Sassakataffick  the  South  corner,  and  thence  running  East  to  Pascatick- 
qn^ge  and  to  Ahumpatunshange  Pond  and  thence  to  Snmpange  Pond,  and  to  'Musco- 
pauge  which  is  in  the  East  corner." 

This  Indian  deed  was  signed  and  acknowledged  by  the  above-named  Indians, 
and  recorded  iu  the  county  of  Middlesex,  April  14,  1714.  The  above  tract  is 
about  one-cighth  part  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  comprising  what  now  is  Rut- 
laud,  Oakham,  Barre,  Hubbardston,  the  greater  part  of  Princeton,  and  about 
one-half  of  Paxton.  The  proprietors  of  this  grant  of  land,  at  a  meeting  in 
Boston,  Dec.  14,  1715,  voted  that  the  contents  of  six  miles  square  be  surveyed 
And  set  off  for  the  settlement  of  sixty-two  families.     This  was  granted  to  men 
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who  would  go  on  and  settle  that  part  which  is  now  called  Rutland.  Thomas 
How,  Stephen  Minot»  Thomas  Smith,  Estes  Hatch,  Jacob  Stevens,  Ephmim 
Wilder,  and  Samuel  Wright  were  appointed  as  a  committee  to  Irau^act  -tho 
concerns  of  the  proprietors,  and  to  sec  that  justice  and  equity  was  done  to  the 
settlers.  This  committee  sun'eyed  this  tract,  whjch  was  bounded  on  Worces- 
ter, S.  34<^,  W.  2  miles,  191  rods,  thence  S.  12^,  E.  3  miles,  293  rods; 
Leicester,  N.  7^,  W.  5  miles,  50  rods;  West  Wing,  N.  IP,  W.  G  miles,  283 
rods  on  the  country,  N.  30^,  E.  4  miles,  183  rods ;  East  Wing,  S.  39^,  E.  5 
miles,  114  rods.  This  survey  includes  the  one  half  of  Paxton.  In  1716, 
sixty-two  house-lots  were  surveyed  and  numlxjred.  The  young  settlers  joined 
in  companies,  swung  their  packs,  shouldered  their  guns,  with  their  axes  and 
provisions  on  their  backs,  or  on  a  pack-horse,  marched  through  the  woods  over 
bills  and  valleys  to  what  are  now  the  pleasant  hills  of  Rutland.  Then  each  in 
bis  own  lot  began  to  fell  trees,  and  to  erect  a  log-hut.  Their  food  was  wij(l 
gaoie,  or  such  as  they  carried  from  their  homes;  their  drink  was  from  the 
fountain;  their  lodgingin  their  blankets.  The  next  season  they  resumed  the 
felling  of  trees,  and  g:ithered  their  grain;  some  put  up  huts,  and  a  few  win- 
tered  in  the  woody  settlement,  the  others  returned  to  their  friends.  Tho  next 
springs  the  clearing  of  tho  land  is  resumed;  they  have  materials  for  making - 
bread,  and  vegetiibles  of  their  own  raising;  they  comqsenced  moving  their* 
families,  and  on  Sept.  23,  1719^  the  first  child  was  born  to  Moses  and  Eunieo 
How  in  Rutland,  for  which  fortunate  event  this  child  had  one  hundred  acrei  of 
land  given  to  him.  .        •  i 

So  rapid  was  the  settlement  of  Rutland,  that  in  four  years  after  its  commence- 
ment (171G),  they  numbered  fifty  families.  June  7,  1720,  they  selected' a  ' 
place  for  a  church.  In  this  and  the  succeeding  year,  it  was  so  far  completed 
as  to  becoine  a  sanctuary  for  public  worship.  •  A  committee  of  tho  grand  pro- 
prietors of  the  town  laid  out,  surveyed  and  granted  a  road  or  street  running 
through  the  centre  of  tho  town  one  and  a  half  miles  in  length,  aud^  ten  rods 
wide.  In  1743,  it  was  voted  that  it  be  granted  and  confirmed  to  the  town  of 
Rutland  as  a  common  for  public  use,  benefit  and  behoof  forever,  without  any 
matiner  of  alienation  or  appropriation. 

The  first  settlers  of  Rutland  were  priucipally  from  Boston^  Lexington, 
Concord,  Sudbury,  Marlborough,  Framingham,  Lancaster,  Brookfie1d»  and- 
emigrants  from  Ireland.  They  were  persons  of  courage,  enterprise  and  intel- 
ligence, possessing  something  of  the  spirit  of  the  Pjlgi*ims,  —  left  their  native 
towns  and  bade  farewell  to  friends  and  home  to  settle  in  a  howling  wilderness, 
exposed  to  the  cruel  Indians  and  wild  beasts,  the  nearest  settled  towns  being 
Leicester  and  Worcester.  In  H21,  Rev.  Joseph  Willard  was  invited  and 
accepted  the  invitation  to  settle  with  the  people  of  Rutland  as  their  pastor. 
IIo  met  with  many  discouragements,  principally  arising  from  the  fears  and 
daggers  of  the  Indians,  so  that  an  appointment  of  his  installation  was  deferred 
until  the  fall  of  1723 ;  but  his  life  was  not  spared,  being  cut  off  by  tho  enemjy 


260  TOWN  OF  BUTLAND. 


mJkm 


08  will  now  be  rolatecl*  As  Dca.  Joseph  Steveos  aad  four  of  bis  sons  wore 
makiog  bay  in  a  meadow  at  Ilutlaiid,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  place  whore 
the  church  now  stands,  Aug.  14»  1723,  they  were  surprised  by  five  Indians. 
The  father  cscai>ed  iu  the  bushes ;  two  of  his  sons  were  then  and  there  slain,  the 
other  two  (Pbincas  the  eldest,  and  Isaac  the  youngest)  were  made  prisoners. 
Two  of  the  five  Indians  waylaid  Mr.  Davis  and  son,  who  that  afternoon  were 
making  bay  in  a  meadow  not  far  distant,  but,  weary  of  waiting,  they  were 
returning  to  the  others,  and  met  Mr.  Wilbrd,  who  was  armed.  One  of  the 
Indians'  guns  missed  fire,  the  other  did  no  execution.  Mr.  IVillard  returned 
the  fire,  and  mortally  wounded  one  of  them;  the  other  attacked  Mr.  Willard, 
but  he  would  have  been  more  than  a  match  for  him,  bad  not  the  other  three  come 
to  his  assistance.  The  Indians  having  killed  and  scalped  Mr.  Willard,  aud 
taken  some  of  bis  clothes,  lellt  for  Canada  with  the  two  captives  abovo  named. 
This  account  Phineas  Stevens,  who  was  a  witness  of  the  tragedy,  gave  on  his 
return  from  captivity.  Aug.  3,  1724,  the  Indians  came  again  to  Rutland, 
killed  three  persons,  wounded  one,  and  made  another  i>risoner.  This  was  the 
last  time  Butland  was  molested  by  the  red  man,  as  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
learn. 

The  six  miles  square  being  given  to  the  settlers,  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  General  Court,  and  they,  sometime  in  their  session  (which  was  begun  at 
Boston  on  Wednesday,  May  30,  1722),  passed  an  act  of  incorporation, 
entitled,  — 

^*  Ax  Act.  fur  farther  establisbipg  the  tqwn  of  Ratland,  and  aatborizing  them  to  choose 
town  oHlcers,  raise  and  collect  money  for  dcfrayiDg  the  necessary  chaiges  of  said 
town. 

*^jB6  it  enacted  by  UiB  Excellency  the  Oovemorj  the  Council^  and  Jlouae  of  fiepresenta* 
tioes  in  General  Court  aseemhled^  and  by  tlie  authority  of  the  same: 

*^That  the  inhabitants  and  freeholders  of  Rutland  be  invested  with,  And  forever  here- 
after cojoy  all  the  powers,  privilegcfl  and  immuniiies  wbieh  other .  towns  have  and 
eojoy :  and  that  they  be  enabled  to  levy,  assess  and  collect  three  pence  per  acre  annu- 
ally for  the  space  of  two  and  one-half  j-ears  from  July  1,  1721,  on  all  lands  whether 
divided  or  undivided,  contained  within'  the  lines  of  the  sis  miled  square,  on  which  the 
present  inhabitants  have  settled  :  and  that  the  said  land  be  subjected  and  made  liable 
to  the  payment  of  the  same,  to  defray  the  expense  of  building  the  McetHng-house,  and 
compensating  tbe  minister  for  his  salary."  r  . 

In  conscqticncc  of  the  alxivo  act,  ah  order  of  the  General  Cou^  was  passed 
July  G,  1722,  authorizing  Oipt.  Samuel  Wright  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  free- 
holders  m)d  other  inhabitants  of  Rutland  on  the  last  Monday  of  July  current, 
to  choose  town  officers  to  serve  until  the  meeting  of  March  next. 

Tbo  tot^n  was  notified,  and  met  accordingly,  and  this  was  the  first  legal 
town  meeting  held  in  Kutlund.  The  principal  officers  chosen  were : — Modera- 
tor,  Capf.  Samuel  Wright;  town  clerk,  Capt.  Samuel  Wright;  selectmen, 
Capt.  Samticl  Wright,  Ens.  Joseph  Stevens,  Lieut.' Simon  Davis;  assessors, 
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Capt.  Samuel  Wright,  £ns.  Joseph  Stevens,  Daniel  f lowo ;  town  treasurer. 
Ens.  Joseph  Stevens. 

This  town  occupies  the  central  part  of  Worcester  County.  It  is  $i^uated  on 
tho  height  of  laud  fifty  miles  west  of  Boston,  forty  east  of  the  Connecticut 
River,  twelve  north-west  of  Worcester,  and  an  eqind  distance  from  New 
Hampshire  on  the  north,  Connecticut  on  the  south,  and,  at  the  centre  of  tho 
town,'  1,^50  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ocean  at  Boston.  The  present  boupda- 
ries  may  be  thus  stated :  North-east  by  Princeton ;  east  and  south-east  by 
Holden;  south  by  Paxton ;  south-west  by  Oakham;  and  north-west  by  Barre 
and  Hubbardston. 

'  It  is  well  diversiBed  with  hills,  valleys,  plains,  streams,  ponds,  and  00910 
mineral  springs.  Tho  soil  is  of  several  varieties,  from  the  rich  loam  to  the 
dry,  barren  sand  ;  yet  there  is  still  but  little  of  the  latter  description  which  will 
not  repay  the  industrious  farmer  for  his  labor.  It  is  a  good  grazing  township. 
The  growth  of  wood  is  of  many  kinds  (from  one  of  the  largest  and  most  jbeau- 
tiful  elm-trees  in  the  State  to  the  humble  shrub),  such  as  oak,  chestnut,  iieip- 
lock,  pine,  birch,  beech,  ash  and  maple;  these  are  found  in  many  varieties. 
Tho  cast  branch  of  the  Ware  River  is  the  only  stream  running  through-  the 
town.  '  It  has  its  source  on  the  west  side  of  Wachusett  Mountain.  It  enters 
the  north-east  part,  faking  a  circuitous  course,  receiving  several  tributaxi^s, 
mnning  over  five  miles  in  the  town,  falling  one  hundred  feet,  and  leaving  ^at 
tbc  north-west  corner  of  the  town.  The  principal  brooks  arc :  Pomagusset, 
which  ii^  composed  of  the  waters  from  the  meadows  and  swamps  near  Prince- 
ton, runs  west  through  Pomagusset  Meadow,  and  empties  into  Ware  River, 
Mill  Brook  derived  its  name  from  having  the  first  mills  in  Rutland  carried  by  its 
power.  It  has  its  source  from  one  of  the  two  springs  that  rise  near  each  other 
one-half  mile  east  of  tho  church.  Tho  waters  of  several  other  springs  west  of 
Muschopaugc  Hill  unite  with  this,  and  form  a  stream  on  which  considerable 
bntiness  was  carried  on.  Its  course  is  westerly  through  the  meeting-house 
meadow,  and  flows  into  Long  Meadow  Brook.  Davis'  Broo*k  has  its  source  at 
or  near  the  same  spring  as  Mill  Brook.  These  two  are  a  curiosity,  as  one 
unites  with  the  Connecticut,  and  the  other  with  the  Merrimac  River.  The 
•ummit  of  the  imcompletcd  Massachusetts  Central  Railroad,  running  from 
Boston  to  Northampton,  one-half  mile  north  of  the  centre  of  the  town,  is  near 
these  springs.  Long  Meadow  Brook  receives  its  waters  from  Long  Pond, 
empties  into  Ware  River.  Buck  Brook  is  the  outlet  of  Demond  Pond,  and 
unites  with  Long  Meadow  Brook.  About  one-half  a  mile  south-cast  of  the 
meeting-house  is  a  spring,  flowing  from  tho  waters  which  soon  divide ;  i>art  run 
to  the  Merrimac  and  part  to  the  Connecticut  River.  Muschopauge  Pond  is 
the  starting  and  closing:  point  of  the  Indian  deed.  It  covers  about  one  hun- 
dred acres,  is  fed  by  springs.  Its  water  is  pure  and  deep,  and  it  is  a  reservoir 
for  mills.  Demond  Pond  has  the  same  properties  as  l^Iuschopauge,  contains 
about  seventy  acres.     Long  Pond  is  about  a  mile  in  length ;  but  it  is  narrow. 
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resembles  a  large  river,  and  is  fed  by  springs.  Its  waters  are  deep ;  it  is  a 
resenroir»  and  afTurds  good  water«>power.  These  ponds  furnish  a  raHety  of 
fish. 

The  centre  of  the  town  is  situated  upon  a  hill,  from  which  we  have  a  fine 
view  of  all  the  ttdjoiniug  towns,  Mount  Wadiusett,  and  Monadnock  Mountain 
in  New  Bampsbire.  Muscbopauge  Hill  is  the  most  elevated  laud  in  the  town. 
Joyner's  Ilili,  one  mile  north  of  the  church,  presents  a  fine  appearance  as  you 
pass  through  the  centre  of  the  town.  There  are  many  other  hills  which  afford 
from  their  summits  a  lieautiful  prospect.  Most  of  our  meadows,  when  first 
cleared,  produced  abundant  crops.  It  is  evident  tbat  some  were  partially 
cleared  by  the  natives  or  the  beavers,  and  produced  grass  before  the  white 
people  settled  here*  This  aided  (he  first  settlers  in  furnishing  food  for  their 
stock  during  the  first  y^ars. 

Butland  ban  a  healthful  climate.  The  winters  are  cold  and  bleak,  but  the 
summers  cool  and  delightful.  It  is  a  favorite  resort  for  city  boarders,  being 
unequal  to  Princeton  only  iu  hotels  and  boarding-houses. 

The  General  Court  and  proprietors  made  some  provisions  for  schools  in  .their 
grant  to  the  settlers  of  the  six  miles  square.  It  was  one  of  the  conditions  of 
'  the  grant  that  one  sixty-third  part  of  the  lands  should  be  set  off  and  appro- 
priated for  school  purposes.  Accordingly  the  lot  numbering  63  was  set 
apart  for  that  object.  What  was  called  the  House  Lot  of  thirty  acres  was  situ- 
ated on  a  hill  one  mile  west  of.  the  meeting-house.  The  division  of  one  huur 
.dred  and  fifty  acres  was  laid  out  and  located  partly  by  the  House  Liot,  and 
partly  by  the  East  Wing.  Iu  1744,  the  school  lands  were,  by  vote  of  the 
town,  sold  for  £156  4^.  10(2.,  aiifd  put  6n  interest. 

.Fortbefir^t  twenty  years  after  the  grant  the  privileges  for  an  ediication 
were  limited,  there  being  no  school  houses ;  it  was  dangerous  for  children  to  go 
from  house  to  bouse,  not  only  on  account  of  the  Indians,  but  of  the  voracious 
bears  and  wolves.  Mothers  when  sitting  at  their  doors  with  their  children, 
could  see  the  wild  beasts  pass  with  their  young.     In  Ootol^er,  1733,  the  town 

■  voted  to  provide  n  teacher  before  the  court  in  Noveml)er,  and  chose  tbe  follow- 
ing School  Committee :  Capt.  John  Hubbard,  Etcazer  Ball  and  DunkinMoFar- 

:  iland.  At  the  same  time  voted  to  have  the  school  kept  two-thiixls  of  the  lime 
in  the  centre  of  the  town,  at  Col.  Hatch's  house,  and  one-third  at  tl^  West 
liV^ing.jjy  the  pond.     This  was  taught  by  Mr.  Whitaker,  and  was  the  first  pub- 

!  lie  school  in  Rutland.  In  1734  the  town  voted  that  two  school-houses  be 
erected  at  the  town's  expense ;  one  near  the  church,  the  other  south-west  of 
Cedar  Swamp  Pond.  In  1735  tbe  town  engaged  Mr.  William  BriHtnal  as 
teacher  for  one  year ;  he  taught  three  terms  in  three  different  places. 

Untill781  the  centre  di:$trict  extended  from  Holdcn  lino  to  the  bounds  of 
Oakham,  in  which,  for  several  years  before  the  Hcvoliit ion,  there  was  a  Latin 
grammar  school  taught  during  the  year;  to  encouroge  the  same  Colv Murray 

,  gave  twenty  doUars  annually.  t         ; . 
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Duriug  the  Kevolutiooary  war  education  is^as  somewhat  negflected.  But.it  ia 
evident  that  Rutland  bos  not  been  wanting  in  disposition  or  ability  to  educate 
her  children  and  youth. 

.  The  following  table  shows  when  each  school,  district  was  formed ;  where 
located,  and  number  of  inhabitants,  male  and, female  in  each^  ia  1828 :  — 


I 


Vo. 

FOSMSD.                 llAUbS. 

Fkmales. 

* 

TOTAU 

r 

LoGAnov. 

Centre. 

1 

0 

»   •  ^» 
8 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8. 

OcL,    1784 
ScpL,  1781 
May,  1ZC8 
May,   1761 
Aog.,  1781 
May,   1708 
May,   17C4 
Aug.,  1781 
May,  1709 

Total,    .    . 

102 
74 
40 
60 
76 
50 
61 
71 
97 

100 
76 
85 
62 
54 
61 
65 
78 
77 

202 
150' 
75 
122 
180 
111 
126 
149 
174 

By  the  Coninioii. 

East  of  Sewell  Farm. 

West  of  School  Lot, 

By  Ilarwood  Brook. 

Pound  Hill. 

By  Irish  Lane. 

Dublin. 

Barracks. 

By  WareBiTer. 

684 

608 

1,242 

Population  of  the  town  at  different  periods  of  its  history:    In  1790,  1,072; 
in  1820,  1,276;  in  1865,  1,011 ;  1875,  1,030. 


CHAPTER  n. 

BELTOIOnS  IXSTrrUTIOXS  —  RE  VOLUTION  ART  WAR  —  ALARM  MEN  —  BURG0TNE*8 
ENCAMPMENT  —  RUTLAND  IN  THE  REBELLION — AGRICULTURE  —  MANUFAC- 
TURES—  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  —  PUBLIC  MEN  —  A  REMINISCENCE  OP  CRIME. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  the  settlement  of  the  town,  the  inhabitants  of  Rut- 
land took  active  measures  to  secure  to  themselves  goipel  privileges.  The  first 
act  which  is  recorded  was  Juno  7,  1720,  when  a  committee  of  the  proprietors 
held  a  meeting  to  request  the  settlers  to  decide  where  to  locate  the  meeting- 
house. It  was  subsequently  voted  to  build  a  house  forty-one  and  ahalf  fedt  by 
thirty,  and  locate  it  opposite  the  cemetery.  In  the  followii^g  year,  and  only 
sixteen  days  after  the  six  miles  square  was  conveyed  by  the  proprietors  to  the 
settlersi  **as  a  sure  inheritance  to  them  forever,*"  the  Rev.  Joseph  Willard  was 
selected  by  a  mnjority  of  the  voters.  The  invitation  was  accepted  by  Mr.  W.,*but 
he  never  was  installed,  for  the  reason  previously  given.  During  the  intervening 
time  .of  nearly  five  years,  several  persons  preached  to  the  inhabitants,  and  it 
was  not  until  1727  that  another  minister  was  chosen.  On  the  17th  of  Alay,  of 
that  year,  the  inhabitants  of  Rutland  held  a  meeting  ^  to  choose  and  call  an  able 
and  learned  orthodox  and  pious  person  to  dispense  the  word  of  God  unto  them.'' 
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At  that  time  BIr.  Thomas  FriDk  was  auanimously  chosen  and  accepted  tiie 
call..  NoY.  1, 1727,  he  i?as  ordained  as  their  pastor.  Shortly  after  Mr.Frmk 
was  settled,  a  strong  Presbyterian  element  was  manifested.  About  two-fifths 
of  his  members  withdrew  and  erected  a  church  at  the  West  Wing,  which  was  after- 
ward  the  church  building  in  Oakham,  until  the  present  one  in  use  took  its  place. 

This  act  caused  Mr.  Frink  to  tender  his  resignation,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  town  Sept.  8, 1740.  lie  graduated  at  Harvard  University  in  1722,  and  was 
**a  learned  divine."  The  second  ordained  minister  was  Mr.  Joseph  Buckmin- 
ster,  who  was  settled  Sept.  15,1742.  It  was  during  his  pastorate  in  1 759, 
that  the  second  church  was  erected.  It  was  in  size  sixty  by  fifty  feet,  and  was 
considered  "a  largo  and  well  finished  house  for  so  young  a  society.'* 

Mr.  Buckminster  Ijad  an  ablo  and  successful  ministry  of  more  than  fifty  }'ears. 
when  it  was  terminated  by  death  Nov.  3,  1792,  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  It  is 
recorded  that  the  town  and  chureb  were  so  well  united  at  the  close  of  Mr. 
Buckminstcr's.  ministry'  and  life,  that  every  person  in  town^  who  paid  any 
taxes,  paid  a  |)art  of  his  salary.  ^  lie  was  distinguished  for  intellectual  ability, 
ministerial  fidelity  and  zeal.''  He  was  born  at  Framiiigham  and  graduated  at 
Harvard  University  in  1739.  The  next  year  Mr.  Hezckiah  Goodrich  was 
ordained  as  the  third  minister  and  continued  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
Feb- 7,  1812. 

Mr.  Luke  B.  Foster  very  soon  succeeded  Ililr.  Goodrich.  Ilis  ministry  was 
cu(  short  after  a  duration  of  four  years,  by  an  early  death.  He  died  May  23, 
1817,.  at  the  ago  of  twenty-eight.  In  loss  than  a  year  the  church  invited  Mn 
Josiab  Clark  to  settle  here ;  ho  was  ordained  June  2,  1818.  Mr.  C.  w^is  born 
at  Northampton  and  gradn^jUed  at  Williams  .College.  His  ministry  continued 
; twenty-seven  years,  when  ho  died  July  11,  1845,  aged  sixty.  His  labors  were 
blessed  with  rich  success,  and  by  his  faithfulness  and  affection,  he  endeared 
himself  to  his  people.  IIo  was  valued  as  a  preacher,  beloved  as  a  pastor,  and 
prized  as  a  friend.  And  even  now,  in  the  eminence  of  his  piety  and  ability,  he 
lives  in  the  m^thory  of  the  people,  as  one  superior  in  social  sympathies  and 

official  labors. 

«     ^^  .    ^  •  ■  

The  church  building  has  been  twice  destroyed  by  fire,  the  first  time  on  Feb. 
,28,  1830,  the  second  Jan.  7,  1849. 

.The, society  and  church  showed  once  more  a  commendable  energy  and  perse- 
verance (notwithstanding  tbcir  mi.sfortunc),  by  erecting  a  building  more  com- 
modious in  size  and  agrceal)lc  in  architecture  than  any  of  the  former  ones.  It 
was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $8,000. 

:  The  remaining  pastors  ard:  Rev.  Daniel  H.  Cidy,  ordained  Oct.  29,  1845, 
dii^missed  Oct.  11,  1849.  Rov.  George  E.Fisher,  ordained  Feb.  27,  1850, 
dis^mii^sed  May  13, 1852.  Rev.  David  Burt,  installed  Jan.  10,  1856,  dismissed 
Fob.  25,  1858.  Rev.  Clarendon  Waite,  ordained  Feb.  25,  1858,  dismissed 
Mar.  13,  18G6.  .  Rev.  Henry  Cnmmings,  installed  Sept.  5,  1860,  dismissed 
July  1,  1874^    Rev.  George  £.  Dodge,  installed  Dec.  27,  1877. 


IN  THE  REVOLUTION.  2C5 

^i  Though  there  have  been  long  intervals  when  the  society  has  been  destitute  of 
a  settled  minister,  yet  there  have  been  but  few  Sabbaths  since  the  organiz:itioii 
of  the  church,  in  which  there  liuve  been  no  religious  services. 
'  Ai>out  1840  the  Methodists  began  to  hold  meetings.  A  society  was* formed, 
and  in  1844  they  built  a  house  of  worship.  The  society  for  several  years  pros- 
pered. In  time  many  of  its  most  wealthy  members  died  or  left  town,  and 
those  remaining  feeling  unable  or  unwilling  to  support  preaching,' alio wod  the 
society  to  expire.     The  house  somo  yeard  since  passed  into  private  hands. 

The  Advcntists  have  an  established  church  and  society  at  North  Rutland, 
where  they  have  regular  preaching  in  the  chapel  built  by  this  s6(iicty  in  1874. 

It  could  not  have  been  anticipated  that  Rutland  would  take  that  united'aud 
decisive  stand  that  she  did  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  for  her  min- 
ister was  not  very  zealous  in  taking  up  arms  against  the  mother  countiyi  and 
Col.  Murray,  who  was  friendly  with  the  present  i*ulers,  was  a  tnan  in  whom  a 
majority  of  the  people  had  put  implicit  coufidentre;  }*et  Rdtland,  almost  to  a 
man,  united  in  defending  hor  civil  and  religious  rights  and  privileges.       '"' 

In  17G5  the  town  iusti*ucted  her  representative,  Col.  Murray,  ^^totisohis 
bcdt  endeavors  in  the  General  Assembly  to  have  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
this  pmvince  vindicated  and  preserved  to  us  and  our  posterity."  Tho^Stiimp 
Act  was  repealed.  The  people  were  so  rejoiced  that  they  raised  a  liberty-polo, 
and  set  apai*t  a  day  for  feasting  and  gladness.  Furthermiorb,  they  were  so 
patriotic  that  on  March  G,  1775,  they  voted  that  all  the  militia,  from  si^^teen 
years  of  age  and  upwards,  be  required  to  meet  on  the  13th  inst.,  to  form  thorn- 
solves  into  a  company,  and  choose  their  officers  to  command  and  discipline 
them,  and  each  was  to  be  provided  with  arms  and  ammunition.  David  Dent 
was  chosen  captain,  whose  commission  was  ^^  honor  and  patriotism.^  At  this 
time  they  drew  up  and  signed  a  solemn  and  ^^atriotic  obligation,  of  which  the 
following  is  the  last  clause  :— - 

^^  And  as  the  law  of  self-preservation  requires  us  at  this  time,  to  prepare  ourselves  for 
repelling,  force  by  force,  in  case  we  should  be  reduced  to  such  fatal  necessit}- :  Therefore 
we  do  hereby  firmly  covenant,  and  engage  with  each  other,  under  the  saci*cd  tiea  of 
Honor,  Virtue  and  Love  of  our  country,  that  we  will  endeavor  forthwith  to  be  equip|)ed 
with  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements,  according  to  the  Province  Law,  with  this 
addition,  that  each  soldier  shall  have  thirty  bullets,  instead  of  twenty.  And  furthermore, 
that  we  will  each  of  us  respectfuli}'  adhere,  obey  and  eonform  to  all  military  orders." 

Although  the  mortal  sickness  of  1749  and  1756  swept  off  at)out  eighty  of  our 
children  and  youth,  yet  Rutland  had  a  goodly  number  of  heroic  young  men  to 
face  the  enemy  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolutionary.  War* 

In  1775  forty-eight  of  the  most  active  and  patriotic  were  selected,  armed  and 
equipped,  to  be  ready  for  action  at  a  minute's  warning.  Thomas  Eustis  was 
chosen  captain,  John  Stone,  lieutenant,  William  Bridge,  ensign.  When  called 
they  marched ;  many  of  them  engaged  iu  (be  first  eight  months'  service,  and 

11-^ 
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were  at  Ibe  memorable  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  Judo  17, 1775.  Benjamin  Beed 
and  Miij.  Willard  Moore  were  among  tbo  numl^er  slaiu. 
-  In  1777  this  town's  quota  of  men  to  be  raised  for  throe  years,  or  during  the 
war,  was  thirty-six,  which  number  the  town  voted  to  raise  and  give  them  £20 
each  as  an  additional  sum,  and  choso  a  committee  to  hire  them.  In  1781  the 
quota  was  fourteen.  Paper  money  l)cin<;  of  little  value,  the  town  voted  to  give 
the  fourteen  men  who  should  enlist  £90  each  in  hard  money,  or  other  property 
equivalent,  and  chose  a  committee  to  carry  the  jsama  into  effect ;  then  voteil  that 
the  sum  of  £630  be  assessed  on  the  inhabitants  for  that  purpose.  To  defray 
the  expenses  incurred  by  the  war  and  town,  there  was  paid  into  the*trcasury, 
between  April  14,  1781,  and  May  6,  1782,  in  paper  money  £22,656  6^9.  6<i., 
and  in  hard  money  £1,405  138.  Id.  This  constituted  t^  part  of  the  expense  of 
the  town  during  the  war.     ^  From  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the  war 

'  was  a  time  of  danger,  distress,  hardship  and  deprivation." 

Entland  was  selected  by  the  government  as  a  safe  encampment  for  Bur- 
goyne*s  army,  after  its  surrender  in  1777.    A  committee  was  appointed  to  build 

.  a  barrack  of.  120  by  40  feet,  two  stories  high,  containii^  twenty-*four  rooms 

:  twenty  feet  square ;  this,  together  with .  i|i  number  of  temporary  barracks,  was 
enclosed  in  a  square  of  several  acres,  surrounded  by  a  fence  twelve  feet  high. 

'  The  troops  quartered  here  during  the  season  of  1778,  but  it  being  difficult  to 
procure  food  for  th<^  winter,  they  were  removed  to  the  South.     AH  that  now 

'remains  to  niark  the  location  is  a  pile  of  debris  and  a  well  ten  feet  in  diameter 

'  and  fifty  feet  in  depth. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  *' Alarm  Men  ^  of  1775 : — 

**  :  Joseph  Buckminster^  Joseph  Blake,  James  Blair,  Samuel  Brittain,  John  Briant,  Dan« 
ielBartlett,  Joseph  Bartlett,  Gideon  Brown,  James  Canningbam.  Edward  Clark,  Samuel 
Cowden,  Peter  Davis,  Ephraim  Davis,  Nathan  Davis,  Daniel  Davis,  Daaiel  Murray, 

^  John  McClantban,  Moses  Ma^-nard,  Jeduthan  Moor,  William  McCobb,  Joshua  Nurse, 
George  Oak,  John  Phelps,  John  Bice,  Jonas  Beed,  Benjamin  Reed,  Robert  Rozer,  John 
Stone,'  Samuel  Stone,  Samuel  Stone,  2d,  Ebenezah  Foster,  Robert  Forbes,  John  Frink, 
Ebenezah  Frost,  Thomas  Flint,  John  Fesscnden,  Zacharias  Gates,  John  IJucker,  James 
Hepderson,  Ephraim  Hubbard,  Matthia3  Howe,  Simon. Heald,  Samuel  Jones,  Nathaniel 
Munro,  Paul  Moor,  Daniel  Saunders,  George  Smith,  James  Smith,  Isaac  Savage,  Sam- 
uel Stratton,  John  Stratton,  John  Williams,  James  Wheeler,  John  Watson,  Francis 
Maynard,  Jonathan  Whiting,  Simon  Sltone,  Jason  Reed,  Daniel  Estabrook,  Samuel 
Amfs. 

Below  is  found  the  muster-roll  of  the  company  of  Minnte-Men  commanded 
by  Capt.  Thomas  Eustis,  which  marched  from  Rutland  to  Cambridge,  April  19, 
1775:—  . 

Capt.,  Thomas  Eustis;  Ist  lieut.,  John  Stone;  2d  lieut,  Elijah  Steams;  sergeants, 
Samuel  Browning,  Timothy  Metcalf,  Isaac  Wbeeler ;  privates,  Solomon  Munro,  Asa 
Church,' Aaron  'Phelps,  Caleb  Clap,  Joshua  Clap,  David  IIowc,  Luther  Stevens,  John 
Conninghani,  James  Williams,  Joseph  Wood,  Benjamin  Munro,  Asa  Davis,  Jeduthan 
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Stone«  Ephraim  Curtis,  Israel  Stone,  Williain  Smith,  Silas  Bent,  Thomas  Ball,  John 
Brace,  Benjamin  Estabrook,  Benjamin  Reed^  Jr.,  John  Davis,  Abraham  TTbecler,,  Jonas 
.  Walker,  Bobert  Munro.  Benjamin^Milcs,  Jr.,  Hugh  Smith,  Michar  How,  Joseph  Wright, 
.  Seth  Duncan,  William  Brittan,  Jonas  Parmc^ter,  Moses  Baxter,  Jonas  Smith,  Joseph 
Eing/Simon  Phelps,  Matthias  How,  David  Underwood,  Eli  Clark,  Elijah  Stone,  Sam- 
uel Moor,  James  Smith. 

The  following  list  comprises  the  names  of  soldiers  accredited  to  the  town,  in 
tho  Rebellion  of  1861-65.     Those  marked  with  a  star  died  in  tbo  service :  — ^ 
.  .    •  '  •  ■•  ••  '• 

.  Lyman  A.  Baker,  Charles  B.  Bartlctt,  George  F.  Bartlett,  Roswell  Bemis,  Herman 
N.  Bcmis,  •William  E.  Briant,  Jr., 'Edward  Brown,  'Jona  E.  Childs,  Perrin  Dean, 
♦Martin  B.  Dean,  •Chauncy  P.  Demond,  John  Evans,  George  Edgle}-,  Frederick  Em- 
ery, Edson  Fairbank,  Fraqk  Fagan,  Alvin  B.  Fisher,  Edwin  J.  Forbush,  George  W. 
Foster,  Albert  C.  Foster,  George  P.  Flagg,  Joseph  Gibbs,  Samuel  C.  Green.  Ferdinand 
Qore,  James  M.  Goodwin,  Patrick  Harrigan,  George  A.  Hill,  ♦Edson  H.  Howe,  •Ed- 
win Howe,  George  L.  Hunt,  John  W.  Hooker^  Edwin  II.  Holmes,  Oliver  P.  Judson, 
JohnMcCarty,  C.  E.  McDonough,  John  McKnight,  Elbridge  Lane,  George  Lakin,  Ben- 
jamin L.  Leonard,  *Daniel  A.  Leonard,  ♦Charles  H.  Leonanl,  James  Martiii,  Brown 
Mason,  M.  R.  Moulton,  II.  V.  Moulton,  ♦John  S.  Mills,  Bryant  J.  M<K>re,  Fr^crick 
Morse,  James  Murray,  Iliram  B.  Oliver,  John  F.  Orville,  ♦Charles  E.  Parker,  Isaac  E. 
Parker,  Hill  Parsons,  George  B.  Phelps,  Charles  E.  Pike,  Edward  F.  Preston,  '♦J^oseph 
K.  Rawson,  Thomas  Riley,  John  F.  Rice,  Irwin  Ricker,  Dr.  James  T.  Rood,  Merrill  F. 
Rogers,  Joshna  F,  Roberts^  Edward  Russel,  Alfred  A,  Sanderson,  Pliny  Ww  Sanderson, 
Jacob  Shaffer,  David  F.  Smith,  Frank  W.  Smith,  Daniel  H.  Smith,  James  D.  fc^mith, 
David  W.  Smith,  ♦Sidney  M.  Smith,  George  G.  Taylor,  Simeon  B.  Taylor,  S.  C.  TJiomp- 
son,  Cyrus  H.  Wesson,  Albert  Wetherbee,  Edward  D.  Wetherbee,  John  Welch,  Charles 
West,  ^Charles  Williams,  Frank  Wood,  Charles  E.  Woodis,  Willard  S.  Woodis,  Peter 
Williamson,  George  P.  Woodis. 

We  believe  there  was  no  soldier  who  went  from,  and  belonged  to,  this  town, 
'.  bnt  returned  (if  at  all)  with  au  honorable  record.  •'» 

Rutland  is  principally  an  agricultural  town,  and  the  most  of  our  lands  being  of 
a  deep  soil,  will  repay  the  farmer  for  his  toil.  Tho  chief  products  are  beef, 
i>ork,  mutton,  poultry,  butter,  cheese,  wood,  coal,  hay,  barley,  oats  and  pOia- 
toes.  We  have  no  extensive  mauufactui^es.  At  different  periods  of  tbo  history 
'  there  has  been  manufactured  carriages,  sleighs,  cabinet  furniture,  chairs,  raises, 
boots,  baskets,  chair-seating,  cloth  and  palm-leaf  hats. 

A  public  library  of  teu  hundred  and  sixly-tivo  well-selected  volumes,  is  one 
of  our  valued  int^titutibns.  It  has  been  established  fifteen  or  twenty  years, 
owned  and  controlled  by  the  town.  ' 

Gen.  Rufus  Putnam,  au  officer  in  the  American  Revolution,  in  the  y^ar  1782 
purchased  one  of  Col.  Murray's  confiscated  farms,  removed  his  family  to  Rut- 
land, and  while  in  the  army  gave  directions  fot  the  management  of  tho  some 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  family.  During  the  time  he  was 
here  ho  was  active,  and  made  himself  useful.    He  officiated  as  constablo»  col- 
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lector,  selectman  and  representative  to  the  General  Court.  In  1787  he  was 
appointed  by  Congress  as  one  of  the  surveyors  to  lay  out  the  western  territory ; 
was  one  of  the  committee  on  the  sale  of  eastern  lands ;  a  justice  of  the  peace 
and  of  the  quorum,  and  was  one  of  the  first  and  principal  settlers  of  Ohio.  At 
this  time  the  roads  from  New  England  to  Ohio  were  not  direct  or  dcsirahle  to 
travel  over ;  no  coach,  steamboat  or  iron  horse  to  convcj"  them,  but  ox-wagons 
and  saddle-ponies  were  their  only  modes  of  conveyance;  yet  in  1790,  Gen. 
Putnam,  with  about  fifty  others  from  Rutland,  emigrated  to  Ohio  and  settled 
at  what  is  now  Marietta,  and  bis  descendants  are  some  of  the  leading  men  of 
that  place  and  vicinity  at  the  present  time. 

Among  the  distinguished  men  who  early  settled  in  town.  Col.  John  Hurray 
was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  influential.  He  came  from  Ireland  in  in- 
digent circumstances,  but  by  enterprise,  good  fortuue,  and  the  assi^tance  of 
friends,  became  the  most  wealthy  man  that  ever  lived  in  Rutland.  He  repre* 
sented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  for.  twenty  consecutive  years,  aud  held 
nJdsto^  the  offices  in  the  power  of  the  people ^to  bestow.  His  having  been  ap- 
jiointed  a  mandamus  counsellor  so  exasperated  the  people,  at  the  brcakiug  out 
of  the  Revolution,  that  they  arose  and  cotnpelled  him  to  leave  the  town' for  the 
la^t  tiniCv  IJis  real  estate,  except  one  farm  which  was  retained  for  his  son, 
TVbo  ccmained  true  to  his  country,  was  all  confiscated  and  sold  to  maintaiu  tho 
gov^ropicnt  in  its  struggle  for  liberty. 

'  The  following-  persons,  belonging  to  Rutland,  have  held  '  offices  in  the 
county :  — 

William  Caldwell,  Esq.,  sheriff  from  1793  to  1805 ;  Moses  White,  Esq.,  sheriff  frpm 
1811  to  1812,  and  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Sessions,  1807 ;  Daniel  Clap,  Esq.,  Hcgidter 
of  Deeds  from  1784  181G  ;  John  Fcsscnden,  Esq.,  senator  from  1787  to  1701 ;  Francis 
Blake,  Esq.,  senator  from  1810  to  1812,  and  from  1813  to  1815  ;  also  clerk  of  the  court 
1816  and  1817 ;  Thpmas  U.  Blood,  Esq.,  senator  from  181G  to  1818 ;  J.  Warren  Bigc- 
low,  Esq.,  County  Commissioner  from  1862  to  1877. 

T}ie  first  murder,  after  this  county  was  incorporated,  was  committed  in  this 
town.  Daniel  Campbell,  a  Scotchman  who  came  into  New  England  in  17 10, 
was  barbarously  murdered  March,  1744,  by  Edward  Fitzpatriek,  an  employe 
of  said  Campbell.  Fitzpatriek  was  tried  at  the  Septemlier  term  of  tho  Superior 
Court  at  Worcester j  the  same  year,  and  found  guilty  and  sentenced  to  be  hung 
on  the  eighteenth  day  of  October ;  but  no  record  has  ever  been  found  of  his 
cxeoution,  and,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  there  never  has  been  any  motive  dis- 
covered to  justify  the  horrid  crime.  The  following  legi!)lo  inscription  may  Ud 
seen  upon  the  headstone  of  Campbell's  grave,  in  the  old  cemetery :  — 

"Here  lies  buried  y*  body  of  Mr.  Daniel  Campbell  born  in  Scotland,  came  into  New 
England  Ani^o.  171C  was  murdered  on  bis  own  farm  in  Rutland  by  Ed.  Fitzpatriek  an 
Irishman  on  March  y*  8  Anno.  1744  in  y*  48  year  of  his  age." 


i . 


"Man  e^oweto  kot  nis  time.** 
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SHREWSBURY. 


BY  8AMI7EL  I.  HOWE,  ESa 


CHAPTER  I. 

BELATITE  POSITION  AND  TERRITORY  —  SETTLEMENT  AND  INCORPORATION  —  THB 

REVOLUTION. 

TiXE  town  of  Slu-ewsbiiry  is  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  count}', 
adjoined  on  the  north-west  by  Boylston  and  a  corner  of  West  Boylston,  on  tb^ 
west  by  Worcester,  on  the  south  by  Grafton  and  a  part  of  Mlllbury,  and  'on 
the  east  by  Weslborough  and  a  part  of  Northborough.  The  distance  frdiri  thb 
shire  town  is  five  and  a  half  miles,  and  from  the  capital,  by  way  of  the  bid 
post-road,  thirty-seven  miles. 

The  township  of  Shrewsbury  was  granted  to  certain  jxirsons,  most  of  whom 
were  from  Marlborough,  on  Nov.  2,  1717.  The  original  tract  was  much 
larger  than  the  present  territory.  The  township  at  fird;  contained  all  the  lands 
lying  between  the  original  grant  for  Lancaster  on  the  north,  "Worcester  on  the 
west,  Sutton  on  the  south,  and  Marlborough  on  the  east.  This  large  territory 
included  the  greater  part  of  Boy Iston,  West  Boy Iston,  a  part  of  Sterling, 
West  borough  and  Grafton.  In  1741  four  petitioners,  Ebenczer  Cutler, 
Obadtah  Newton,  Noah  Brooks  and  David  Read,  with  their  farms,  weit) 
annexed  to  Grafton.  In  1752  all  lauds  in  the  noilhcra  jiart  of  the  town, 
lying  on  the  north  side  of  the  Quinncpoxet  River,  and  between  the  towns  of 
Lancaster  and  Iloldcn,  known  as  the  "Leg,**  were  rated  off;  and  in  1768  Joined 
to  Lancaster.  During  the  year  17G2  other  inhabitants  living  in  the  south- 
westerly part  of  the  town,  called  the  "Shoe,*'  were  annexed  to  Weslborough. 
On  March  1,  177G,  the  lands  lying  in  tho  northern  part  of  the  town,  then 
called  the  "  Second  Parish  of  Shrewsbury,"  were  annexed  to  BoyUton,  and  iu 
March,  1793,  a  small  part  on  the  Avest  was  joiued  to  "Westborougb*  The 
present  territory  of  Shrewsbury  comprises  about  thittecn  thousand  acres. 

In  1717  certain  persons,  formerly  of  Marlborough,  became  the  first  soUlera 
of  Shrewsbury.  Previous  to  this,  probably  in  171C,  these  persons  petitionrd 
for  a  township.     This  petition  or  a  copy  cannot  bo  fouud,  but  tho  '^Viewing 
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CoDimitt^,**  appointed  by  tho  ^General  Court,  made  their  **Rei)ort  on  the 
Petition  of  Marlboro' men/' 08  follows:  — 

**  Parsoant  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  at  their  session  in  May  last,  we  the' 
subscribers  have  been  upon  the  land  petitioned  to  be  a  township  by  John  Brigbam  and 
thirty  others ;  have  viewed  the  situation  and  the  qoality  of  the  same,  and  informefl  our- 
selves of  the  circnmstaoces  of  the  petitioners,  that  desire  the  grant  of  the  land  for  a  town*' 
ship,  and  are  of  opinion  that  they,  and  such  as  join  with  tbcm,  are  a  competent  number, 
and  such  as  are  likely  by  thcm9elves,  or  their  descendants,  to  make  a  good  and  speedy 
settlement  tliereon.  And  that,  if  this  Honorable  Court  allow  to  the  westerly  part  of 
Marlboro'  a  lino  to  be  continued  from  the  westerly  line  of  Lt.  Hicc's  farm,  until  it  rocetai 
with  Fay's  fhrm,  and  then  to  bound  by  said  Fay's  farm,  according  to  the  line  thereof, 
until  it  meet  with  Sutton  line  on  the  southward,  and  frpm  the  north-west  corner  of  said 
Bice's  land  to  run  upon  a  straight  line  to  a  heap  of  stones,  called  Warner's  Corner 
wbkh  is  tho  most  Easterly  comer  of  Haynes'  farm  by  the  County  Road,  and  from  tbencc 
by  A  line  running  North  20  degrees  East  by  the  needle,  till  it  meet  with  Lancaster  line 
on  the  North,  it  will  not  so  disadvantage  the  land  petitioned  for  a  township,  but  that 
it  may  be  very  accommodable  and  entertain  a  suitable  number  of  persons  to  make  a 

ffbod  town." 

"Samuel  Tdaxteb. 

John  Ciiakdleb. 

JOXATHAX  ReXIKOTOST. 

♦*  M4BLBCIBO',  June  10,  1717.- 

On  the  foVegoing  report  it  was  ordered,  on  Nov.  2,  1717, — . 

^*  That  the  tract  of  land  protracted  and  described,  with  the  farms  Iieretofore  granted 
to  parttcular  persons  contained  in  tbe  plat  be  made  a  township,  excepting  so  much 
tlKfreof,  as  the  report  of  Samuel  Thaster,  John  Chandler  and  Jonathan  Remington, 
Esqs.,  doth  propose  to  be  taken  off  and  added  to  the  Westerly  part  of  Marlboro' ;  anfl 
that  Samuel  Thaxter,  Jonathan  Remington,  and  Francis  FuUam,  Esqs  ,  be  a  committee 
fhlly  empowered  to  grant  and  lay  out  the  whole  of  said  lands  (except  wbat  bas  been 
heretofore  ghinted)  to  such  person^  as  they  in  tbeir  wisdom  shall  tbink  most  likely  to 
advance  the  settlement  of  tbe  place ;  they  paying  the  said  committee  for  the  use  of  the 
province,  not  excee^ding  twelve  pence  per  acre  for  said  lands,  and  the  charge  of  tbe 
committee  for  laying  out  tbe  same,  which  is  to  be  done  in  as  convenient  and  defensible 
a  manner  as  the  circumstances  of  the  plan  will  admit  of,  provided  they  have  at  least 
forty  families  settled  tj;iere  with  an  orthodox  minister  within  the  space  of  three 
years,  and  that  a  fot  and  other  accommodations  as  large  and  convenient  as  may  be  to 
the  place,  will  admit  of  in  the  Judgment  of  said  Committee  be  laid  out  to  the  first 
settled  minister,  also  a'lot  for  tbe  ministry,  and  another  for  tbe  use  of  tbe  school." 


The  •*  laying-out  committee  "  made  its  report  on  Dec.  18,  1718.  During  the 
summer  before  lands  were  allotted  in  parcels  varying,  from  fifty  to  seventy 
acres,  on  condition  that  before  June,  1725,  each  ^lot  man"  or  grantee  should 
pay  **for  the  use •  of  the  province*'  three  pounAj  and  twelve  shilliugs.  Tho 
names  of  the  grantees  are  hero  given  in  the  order  reported  by  the  committee : 

Josep|i  Buckminster,  John  Houghton,  George  Brown,  John  Eeyes,  Sr.,  Jotbam  BHg- 
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ham,  John  Wheeler,  James  Kcyes,  John  Eeyes,  Jr.,  Eleazer  Taylor,  Thomas  Hale, 
Jacob  Hinds,  Samnel  Crosby,  John  Gates,- John  Upbam,  Daniel  Rand,  Richard  Temple, 
John  Sbattuck,  Joseph  Baker,  John  Wheeler,  Samuel  Brigbam,  John  Sherman,  WilUam 
Johnson,  Tiiomas  Glcason,  Peter  Smith,  Abiab  Bush,  William  Ward,  John  Brigliam, 
Peter  Ilains,  Joshna  Ilaius,  David  Hains,  Moses  Newton,  John  Crosby,  Jonathan  Witt^, 
Thomas  Ilapgood,  James  Gleazon,  Caleb  Rice,  Elias  Eeyes,  Jonathan  Loring,  Nahnm 
Ward,  Edward  Goddard,  Gershom  Kej-es. 

In  addition  to  these  grants  the  committee  "appointed  by  the  general  court  to 
settle  the  town  of  Shrewsbury"  were  given  what  was  called  the  ** Committee's 
farm."  It  contained  fifteen  hundred  acres  and  formed  the  north-west  corner  of 
the  township. 

During  the  five  years  that  followed  the  early  settlements  and  grants,  occu- 
pation  proceeded  slowly ;  hut  in  1727  the  number  of  inhabitants  warranted  tbef 
presentation  of  this  petition :  — 

^^  To  the  Hon.  WlUiam  Dummer  Esq.,  the  Lieutenant  Chvemor,  and  ComvMLnder4ni^ 
cJu'ef^  Hie  Honorable  Council^  and  thd  Honorable  House  of  Repreaentativea,  of  HfM^ 
Majestt/^s  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay^  in  Kew  England,  in  General  Court  assem^ 
bled,  November  22, 1 727  : 

^^  The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Shrewsbury  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  hum- 
bly sheweth :  That  your  petitioners  were  by  the  Great  and  Honorable  Court,  ereeted 
into  a  township,  and  not  having  granted  unto  them  the  immunities  and  privile^s  pf 
other  towns  within  this  Province,  were  put  under  the  care  of  a  committee,  which  com- 
mittee carried  on  that  work  to  great  satisfaction,  but  have  now  decline  actii^;  so 
that  your  petitioners  are  under  great  difficulties  as  to  paying  their  Minister  and  raising 
the  public  taxes ;  and  the  Province  Treasurer  has  issued  forth  his  warrant  directing* 
the  assessing  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Shrewsbury,  their  Province  tax  for  tUs 
year ;  and  forasmuch  as  your  petitioners  have  no  Selectmen,  or  Assessors,  nor  are  > 
emix)wered  to  choose  town  officers  whereb}'  many  and  great  inconveniences  do  arise ; 
therefore  your  petitioners  most  humbly  pray  your  Honor's  consideration  of  the  prem- 
ises, and  that  your  Honors,  would  be  pleased  to  empower  the  town  of  Shrewsbury  to 
use  and  exercise  the  same  immunities  and  privileges  as  other  towns  within  this  Pft>v- 
ince  hold  and  enjoy,  and  that  a  day  may  be  assigned  for  the  choice  of  town  officers  for*  < 
the  year  current,  and  your  petitioners  as  in  duty  bound  shall  ever  pray. 

"John  Kites,* 
Daniel  Howe, 
NAnuM  Ward, 
In  behalf  of  the  TownJ* 


The  foregoing  petition  was  presented  to  the  General  Court  and  received 
action  on  Dec.  14,  1727 :  — 

**  In  the  House  of  Representatives  December  14, 1727.  Read  and  ordered  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  and  that  the  said  town  of  Shrewsbury  {•  aecocd- 
ingly  endowed  with  equal  powers,  privileges  and  immunities  with  any  other  town  in 
this  Province^  and  Captain  John  Keyes,  a  principal  inhabitant  in  the  said  town'  be 
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empowered  and  directed  to  notify  and  earnmon  Uio  inliabitants,  duly  qnalifled  fi^ 
ToCers,  to  meet  and  assemble  for  the  choosing  of  town  officers  to  stand  until  the  next 
annual  election.'' 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  on  Dec.  29,  1727.  Lieut.  Nahum  Ward 
was  moderator!  John  Kcyes,  Sr.,  was  chosen  clerk,  Nabum  Ward,  John  Keyes, 
John  Kcyes,  Jr.,  Samuel  Wheclock  and  Isaac  Stone,  selectmen  and  assessors, 
and  Ensign  Daniel  Howe,  treasurer. 

From  tbo  timo  of  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Shrewsbury  to  that  of 
the  uprising  of  the  American  Colonics  in  defence  of  their  inalienable  rights  and 
privileges,  its  history,  according  to  the  records,  is  mainly  ccclcsi:istic2il.  It  is 
evident,  however,  from  tbo  following  petitions,  that  Shrewsbury  wasi  repre- 
sented in  the  expedition  against  Crown  Point  in  1755 :  — 

. 
*^  A  petition  of  Nathan  Howe  of  Shrewsbury^  Ensign,  also  of  William  Ilowe  and 

the  late  Crown 

allowance  of  their 


Epbraim  Smith,  of  said  town,  on  account  eC  hi§  son  Aa#b(Kjo](dicrs  in 
Point  expedition,  who  returned  frpti^hc^  amy  sick,  pray^g  ai^  alk 
accounts  exhibited ;  also  Sarah  ftfflftlx*  iSseciitrtx  of  Jos6na  Wraith,  ph^-sician,  who 
'    *  'itcrcd  to  simdry  sick  sol^licfe  on  ihtij^  return  home.  "tlr^ptSd  to  Nallian  Howe, 
.  did.;  Willia|i  Howe,  £6  Cd. ;  igbfaim .SiAgJj/fir 4^^^ 

r\^.  £\   \4iiHdJ*  <"    .  /      ^''      '    '  ^'^       i         5ff.^-.'  '     • 


administered 

£5   IGa 

Executrix,  £1  145.  SdJ'  ^  ^  ,      ^  ^ ,,  , 

In  the  same  year  —  175G — **Zo1}ediah  Jpbnsoi\,  of  ^rewsbury,  ropfeaejnts 
that  ho  jba^  gua  1mpi:esse(|  for  tbo  udo  of  a  sol^icKrValuod  at'^SO  shillings,  of 
which  bo  roeo|vcd  two  (Hollars;  thai  thp  sold ipf^had^  run  ayrayi  tii^d  ko'was 
likely  to  los^iho Jxilah^e,  aa<j|  ph^^r^IiJC^k.  .Granted  ioJiiokit^vent/ shillings 
infuUfbr.biSgiuri.*^    ~  ^"-^'^  '  r' ^:   \'\      :"       ;    ''^^^       /    .    t ''^. 

As  required  by "fjjw^  Shrew«bih'y  waS;*^ 6^^  supplii^d  with  i^^^w^ffipiiEigfrpost 
and  stocks  which  wcr^  placed  iTcarlho  meetiug-houW.  Accordlug^tgij-adUion, 
**tho  person  who  made  the  stocks  for  this  town  was  the  first  to  occupy  them, 
and  received  payment  for  them  in  the  remittance  of  a  fine,  that  accrued  to  tbo 
town  for  his  oScuco." 

Tho  first  public  act  of  tbo  town  of  Shrewsbury  in  regard  to  the  Revolution 
was  taken  in  May,  1770,  when  ^  a  vote  of  thanks  was  passed  to  the  merchants 
and  other  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Boston  for  tbo  noble  and  generous  stand 
tbey  bad  taken  in  tbo  defence  of  tho  people's  rights;  and  in  May  1772  the 
town  instructed  its  representative  by  no  means,  directly,  or  indirectly,  to  give 
up  any  constitutional  right,  nor  ask  for  a  removal  of  the  General  Assembly  to 
its  ancient  and  legal  scat,  in  such  manner  as  to  give  up  tho  claim  the  House  of 
Eepresentatives  have  heretofore  so  justly  set  up." 

In  January,  1773,  tho  town  voted  '*  that  viewing  themselves  as  subjects  they 
had  an  undeniable  right  to  life,  liberty  and  property,  and  that  tho  several  acts 
of  Parliament  and  Administration  are  subversive  of  these  rights." 

Early  in  the  year  1774,  it  was  voted  **that  we  will  totally  lay  aside  the  use 
of  all  Teas  on  which  a  duty  is  payable,  or  huth  been  paid  by  virtue  of  any  act 
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of  the  British  Parliament,  that  we  will  be  ever  ready  to  do  all  in  our  power  to 
preserve  our  just  rights  and  privileges,  and  will  view,  as  au  enemy  to  iho  Con- 
tinent any  one  who  shall  appear  to  bo  instrumental  in  carrying  said  Act  of 
Parliament  into  Execution,  and  that  the  town  of  Boston  be  furnished  with  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  c»f  this  meeting." 

In  Augn:>t  of  the  same  ycnr  the  town  voted  ^'that  if  the  courts  to  be  holden 
at  Worcester,  for  the  County  of  Worcester,  for  the  future,  Ikj,  in  consequence 
of  the  late  Parliamentary  Acts,  or  any  new  appointment  by  our  Governor, 
authorized  bv  said  acts,  that  the  town  will  resist  and  not  suffer  said  coui*ts  to 
do  business."  During  the  following  month,  the  town  directed  its  constables 
not  to  servo  the  venires  issued  by  the  court  to  be  holden  at  Worcester  and, 
also,  voted  ''  to  indemnify  them  for  neglecting  to  serve  the  illegal  and  unprece- 
dented venire  lately  sent  to  this  town," 

In  1774,  the  town  voted  "to  purchase  an  iron  field-piece  and  ammunition 
for  the  same  at  the  expense  and  for  the  use  of  the  town."  During  the  Bame 
year,  it  was  voted  "to  have  two  companies  of  militia,  or  training  soldiers  in 
the  South  Pari.<h  "  Of  c^ne  company.  Job  Cushing,  Nathan  Howe  and  Jasper 
Stone  were  lieutenants,  and  Isaac  Drury,  ensign.  Of  the  other  Asa  Brigham, 
Isaac  Harrington  and  Nathaniel  Munroe,  were  lieutenants,  and  Samuel  Noycs, 
ensign. 

On  Dec.  27,  1774,  "voted  unanimous!}^  to  adopt  the  association  relative  to 
the  non-importation  and  non-consumption  of  British  goods,  recommended  by 
the  Continental  Congress,  and  the  recommendations  of  the  Provincial  of  the  5th 
of  Deceml)er,  1774;  and  in  order  to  carry  the  same  into  vigorous  execution, 
the  following  persons  are  chosen  a  committee  of  inspection : —Phineas  Hey- 
wood,  Job  Cushing,  Isaac  Temple,  Ross  Wyman,  Cyprian  Keyes,  Ezra  Bea- 
man,  Daniel  Hemenway,  Asa  Brigham,  Isaac  Harrington,  Amariah  Bigelow, 
Samuel  Crosby,  Thomas  Symmes,  John  Hastings,  David  Taylor  and  Jonas 
Stone ;  also  voted  that  the  collector  of  taxes  be  prohibited  from  paying  the 
outstanding  monies  in  their  hands  to  Harrison  Gray,  Esq.,  Treasurer,  but  that 
they  pay  the  same  to  Henry  Gardner,  Esq.,  of  Stow;  also  to  indemnify  the 
collectors  for  so  doing;  also  to  indemnify  the  assessors  of  this  town  for  not 
assessing  the  Province  tax  and  for  neglecting  to  return  a  certificate  thereof  to 
Harrison  Gray,  as  by  law  required." 

In  the  same  year  the  town  "granted  to  the  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  £11  10«. 
to  pay  him  for  his  services  in  attending  the  Provincial  Congress  at  Concord 
and  Cambridge.** 

On  May  2,  it  was  voted  "  that  each  parish  raise  as  many  men  as  they  can,  to 
hold  themselves  in  readiness  tr>  reinforce  our  army  near  Boston,  if  needed,  with 
such  officers  as  the  comi)anics  shall  think  proper;  also  that  Phineas  lleywood, 
Isaac  Temple,  Edward  Flint,  Ross  Wyman,  and  Isa:ic  Harrington  be  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  the  Eev.  Ebenezer  Morse  and  others,  suspected  of  Toryism.** 
Mr.  Morse  was  found  guilty,  and  it  was  voted  ""  that  the  committee  of  corre- 
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spondenco  forthwith  take  from  said  Morso  his  aron^,  ainmnnition  and  warlike 
implements  of  all  kinds  to  remain  in  saidcommittee'shandH  for  the  present;  and 
that  the  said  Morse  do  not  pass  over  the  lines  of  the  2J  Parish  in  Shrewslniiy, 
on  any  occasion  whatever,  without  a  permit  from  two  or  m(»re  of  the  committee 
of  said  precinct.**    Similar  action  was  taken  in  rc^i^rd  to  other  Tories. 

At  the  county  convention,  held  at  Worcester,  on  Aug.  9,  1774,  the  county 
of  Worcester  was  divided  into  seven  **  regiments,"  and  the  sixth  regiment  com- 
prised the  towns  of  Soutbborough,  Northborough,  Westlxirough,  Grafton  and 
Shrewsbury. 

Durini?  the  Revolution  deleirittea  were  chosen  a«  follows : — To  the  first  Pro- 
vinciril  Congress,  1774,  Artemtis  Ward  and  Phinens  Ilcy wood ;  to  the  second 
Proviaeial  Congress,  1775,  Arteraas  Ward ;  to  the  third  Provincial  Congress, 
1775,  Daniel  Ilcmenwav  ;  to  the  convention  to  frame  a  Constitution  of  Massa- 
chusetts,  1779^  Daniel  Ilemcn way ;  to  the  convention  to  adopt  a  Constitution 
of  the  Unifed  States,  1789,  Isaac  Harrington ;  to  the  convention  to  revise  tjie 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  1821,  Nathan  Pratt. 

During  the  insurrection  of  1787,  called  **  Shays*  Rebellion,'*  the  town  of 
Shrewsbury  was  the  place  of  rendezvous  for  the  insurgents.  ''The  town  wore 
the  appearance  of  a  military  camp ;  drilling  of  men,  marching  and.  counter- 
marching.** 

Following  is  a  list  of  pensioners  who  entered  the  army  of  the  Bevoluti<>n 
froni  Shrewsbury : — 

.  John  Bragg,  Humphrey  Bigelow,  Peter  Gary,  William  Dexter,  George  Filmore, 
Austin  Flint,  Jooalban  Ilarrtngton,  Jonah  Ilowe,  Daniel  Harrington,  Natlian  IIowc, 
Jonas  Hastings,  Epbraim  Holland,  Jonah  Holland,  Daniel  Hoklen,  Thomas  Ilamngton, 
Nathaniel  Hapgodd,  Solomon  Howe,  6artlner  Howe,  Joseiib  B.  Jennison,  Ebeqezer 
Mann,  Benjamin  Maynanl,  Iihdmar  Newton,  Marshall  Newton,  Calvin  Newton,  Benjamin 
Pratt,  Nathan  Pratt^  Stephen  Pratt,  John  Peirks,  Jasper  Rand,  Calvin  Sawyer,  Ashur 
Smith,  Lewis  Smith,  Elijah  Southgate,  Samuel  Smith,  Lewis  Smith,  2d,  Jonas  Stone, 
Stephen  Smith*  Joseph  S^  Temple,  Asa  Wheelock,  Daniel  Williams. 
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FHTSICAL    FEATURES  —  ECCLESIASTICAL    HISTORT-^  EDUCATIOXAL    IXtECESTS— 

AORICULTURE   AND  MANUFACTURES  —  THE   CIVIL  WAR. 

• 

Shrewsbury,  England,  has  no  fairer  namesake  than  Shrewsbury,  M:issaQhii- 
setts.  The  latter,  owing  to  its  position  and  natural  advantages,  to  the  efforts 
and  industry  of  its  early  inhabitants,  and  to  the  thrift  and  pride  of  their 
sti(?cesSors,  has  become  one  of  the  more  picturesque  as  well  as  one  of  the 
wealthier  to^us  in  the  county.     The  centre  of  the  town,  so  called,  is  on  the 
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soutbcrn  slope  of  iMcetiug-IIouso  Hill.  A  part  of  tbo  old  post-road  between 
Boston  aiul  Worcester  is  ibe  main  street  of  the  town.  Formerly  the  only 
direct  commuuicalion  wUb  Worcester  was  by  Ibis  road,  wbicb  entered  the  city 
at  the  northern  limit  of  Lake  Quinsigamoud.  At  the  ceutre  are  the  Congrega- 
tional and  Methodist  church  edifices,  high  school,  town  hall,  stores,  post-office 
and  the  town's  common.  The  common,  with  adjoining  lands,  formerly  com- 
'  prised  about  seventeen  acres,  and  belonged  to  William  Taylor,  one  of  the 
original  proprietors  and  early  settlers.  He  gave  the  land  to  the  proprietors 
of  the  meeting-house  on  condition  that  the  house  of  worship  was  erected  upon 
it.  Many  years  after  Daniel  Smith,  claiming  to  be  an  heir  of  William  Taylor, 
took  possession  of  the  common,  i)Iowed  it  and  made  preparations  to  obtnin  a 
crop  of  rye.  The  town  brought  action  for  trcs^xiss,  ousted  the  claimant,  and 
secured  the  rye  and  the  common  for  ever. 

One  mile  south  of  the  centre  is  the  old  turnpike  road,  laid  out  befpiie  the 
town  Avas  incorporated  and  while  it  was  a  part  of  Middlesex  County.  The  act 
chartering  the  Worcester  Turnpike  Association  was  passed  on  June  10,  1808. 
It  is  nearly  parallel  with  the  post-road  and  cros!?es  Lake  Quinsigamonc|  about 
midway.  In  182G  four  stages  a  day  passed  on  the  post-road,  and  fivp  on  the 
turnpike.  The  town  is  abundantly  supplied  with  small  streams  and  brooks. 
Bummet  Brook  and  Hop  Brook  drain  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  and  South 
Meadow  Brook  and  others  the  AVestern.  The  land  surface  is  remarkably 
uneven  and  diversified,  and  presents  a  succession  of  rounded  hills  and  winding 
valleys.  K:iw8on  Hill,  Harlow's  Hill,  Se wall's  Hill  and  Meet ing-House  Hill, 
in  the  northern  part,  Ward  Hill  in  the  eastern.  Green  Hill  in  the  south-eastern, 
Knd  Prospect  Hill,  in  the  south-western  part,  are  all  commanding  elevations. 
The  latter  overlooks  the  beautiful  lake  of  Quinsigamoud,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  in  the  territory  of  Slirewsbury.  The  town  contains  about  tbrco 
thousand  acres  of  woodland,  from  which  large  quantities  of  fuel  and  timlier 
are  obtained.  Agriculture  is  the  chief  occupation,  and  the  soil  is  well  adapted 
to  itfl  i>rosecution.  The  town  is  noted  for  its  extensive  and  productive  apple 
orchards. 

The  manufacture  of  watches  was  an  early  enterprise  in  this  town,  and  the 
first  of  the  kind  in  this  country.  As  early  as  1780,  Mr.  Luther  Goddard,  a 
native  of  the  town,  commenced  the  business  of  making  brass  clocks;  and  being 
a  man  of  great  ingenuity  and  perseverance,  he  soon  turned  his  attention  to 
watch-making,  which  business  was  very  suceicssfully  pursued  by  him  for  a 
number  of  years,  producing  watches  superior  to  what  were  in  general  nso  at 
that  <1ay.  Many  cf  bis  make  are  still  in  existence,  and  one  is  at  prosent 
preserved  by  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  at  Worcester.  Many  of  the 
intricate,  tools  used  in  the  construction  of  a  watch  were  tbo  product  of  his  own 
invention,  skill  and  native  genius,  and  in  tbo  early  jxirt  of  the  time  ho  vpt^ 
obliged  to  procure  skilled  foreign  workmen,  as  no  native  mcebanies  could  be 
found  who  were  able  to  cope  with  the  fine  work.     Tim  enterprise  was  con* 
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tioued  in  Shrewsbury  till  1817,  whekvit  wan  removed  to  Worcester ;  where  it 
formed  the  nucleus  for  the  largo  and  successful  business  carried  on  for  so  nianv 
years  by  his  sons  Daniel  and  Parley  Goddard,  who  were  apprentices  of  their 
father  in  Shrewsbury.    Mr.  Goddard  died  in  1842,  at  the  i^  of  80  years. 

About  the  year  1797  John  Mason,  a  native  of  Sherburne,  Mass.,  and  a 
gunsmith  by  tr^de,  removed  to  this  town  and  commenced  the  manufacture  of 
rifles,  then  a  new  enterprise  in  this  country;  and  for  a  long  scries  of  years 
omde  marked  progress  in  perfecting  the  rifle,  as  well  as  the  shot-gun,  having 
s^vctral  apprentices  who  proved  experts  in  the  business.  About  1815-18  no 
)css  than  five  prominent  manufacturers  of  rifles  were  located  in  this  town,  as 
follows:  John  Mason,  Silas  Allen,  Ilenry  Baldwin,  Jo^iah  Maynard  and  John 
Maynard^  These  turned  out  rifles  of  superior  workmanship  and  finish,  cpsting 
generally  not  less  than  fifty  dollars,  and  often  as  high  as  one  hundred  dollars 
each,  which  had  a  wide  reputation  for  excellence.  Others  followed  later  in 
the  some  line,  but  the  once  famous  rifle-makers  of  Shrewsbury  have  long  since 
disappeared.    Mr.  Alasop,  the  originator,  died  in  1843,  at  the  age  of  G8  years. 

East  of  Shrewsbury  Centre,  in  what  is  known  as  the  **Jl»ower  Village,**  where 
are  elegant  and  costly  residences,  are  the  extensive  currying  works  .of  Nelson 
&  Rice,  founded  by  Nymphas  Pratt,  an  early  and  prominent  resident,  who 
manuHicturcd  shoes,  and  tanned  and  curried.  At  Mr.  Pratt's  Ciilure,  Jonathan 
II.  ICeUon  and  Thomas  Rice,  apprentices r  became  owners,  buying  of  Pliny 
I^icrrick  and  others  on  Sept.  18,  1841^  nnd  of  L.  S.  Alien  the  adjoining  tan- 
j-ard  on  Sept.  29,  1862.  Paul  D.  Boiitoll  was  admitted  to  partnersbtp  on 
Jan.  1,  18G6  j  John  W.  Lawrence  was  admitted  a  partner  in  April,  1877,  and 
retired  in  April,  1879.  This  establishment  is  the  largest  of  the  kind  in 
Worcester  Coi^nty,  giving  employment  to  about  fifty  workmen,  and  producing 
about  eighteen  hundred  sides  per  week,  and  in  1873  the  value  of  the  product 
was  $400,000.  %'he  firm  has  unquestioned  credit  and  is  widely  known  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe.  The  company  own  Qud  oi>crate  a  tanyarl  in  Chester, 
;ilid  one  in  Wiuchcndon,  Massachusetts,  and  one  in  Gi'sinn,  New  ILimpshir^. 

Jn  this  village  the  manufticturc  of  boots  and  shoes  was  begun  in  the  year 
1823,  or  about  that  time,  by  LeanJer  Falcs,  who  was  .the  loailer.  in  this 
industry  for  forty  years  or  more.  Boot-making  is  now  in  progress^^  and 
.receives  the  attention  of  a  small  part  of  the  inhabitants. 

A  few  of  the  more  notable  societies  and  organizations  of  the  town  claim  some 
notice  here. 

One  of  the' oldest  is  the  ** Thief-Detecting  Society,**  which  was  fjrmcdJa 
1814.  The  first  meeting  was  held  at  James  IlamHtivn's  inn,  February  28  of 
that  year,  and  the  society  has  remained  ui^inipaired  till  the  i>resent  day,  holding 
meetings  for  choice  of  officers  on  the  first  Monday  in  January. 

The  ^  Agricultural  Associates  of  Shrewsbury  and  Vicinity  "  was  organized  in 
.1815,  and  adopted  its  constitution  Jan.  2,  1816.  They  established  stated 
meetings  at  three  times  in  the  year,  which  were  to  be  devoted  to  ^*  discussions 
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and  dissertations  upon  agricultural  subjects.^  This  society  was  earlier  in  its 
originf  than  the  siihilur  one  in  Worcester,  iu  which  it,  however,  was  finally 
merged. 

The  "Shrewsbury  Eiflo  Company,**  one  of  the  early  independent  military 
organizations  of  the  State,  was  chartered  by  Gov.  Strong  in  1815,  upon  peti- 
tion of  Jacob  Rice  and  fifty-three  others.  For  a  j^criod  of  about  twenty-five 
years  it  maiutnined  its  position  as  one  of  the  most  efficient  and  active  companies 
of  the  regiment,  and  it  iucluded  in  this  time  over  two  hundred  and  fifty  enlisted 
men,  representing  the  best  families  of  the  town,  and  in  somd  cases  successifo 
srenerations  in  the  same  line.  The  list  of  commanders  is  as  follows:  Jacob 
Rice,  Nathan  Baldwin,  Envstus  Tucker,  Amasa  Howe,  Leander  Fales,  Joab 
Hapgood,  William  II.  Knowlton,  Samuel  Ilarriugton  and  Leander  Sawyer. 

Shrewsbury  has  a  handsome  town  hall,  erected  in  1872,  on  the  site  of  the 
Old  Haven  Tavern,  a  famous  resort  before  the  era  of  railwaj-s.  A  high  school 
was  established  in  1867,  and  there  are  seven  common  or  district  schools.  The 
public  library  was  established  by  the  town  on  June  22, 1872,  when  five  hundred 
dollars  were  appropriated.  The  library  contains  about  fifteen  hundred  volumes, 
and  is  supported  by  the  annual  grant  of  the  dog-fund  and  other  moneys. 

The  post-ofiice  in  Shrewsbury  was  established  iu  1804,  and  has  since  been  at 
the  centre  of  the  town,  with  the  exception  of  two  years,  during  which  it  was  in 
the  lower  village.  The  following  have  been  postmasters :  Joseph  Stone,  Dec. 
4,  1804;  Calvin  R.  Stone,  April  2,  1816;  same,  Jan.  2,  1826;  AV.  AV.  Pratt, 

-   • 

July  16,  1835;  Josiah  A.  Brigham,  Sept.  6,  1845;  Thomas  Lyon,  June  15, 
1846;  Lorenzo  Maynard,  June  5,  1848;  Osborn  Stearns,  1850;  A.  B.  Bliss, 
1852;  Lozano  C.  Knowlton,  1855;  Samuel  I.  Howe,  Aug.  1,  1861,  and  is 
postmaster  at  the  present  time. 

The  church  in  Shrewsbury  was  organized  soon  after  the  settlement  of  the 
town.  On  Oct.  27,  1719,  the  proprietors  of  the  township  of  Shrewsbury 
voted  "that  the  place  for  the  meeting-house  be  on  Rocky  Plain,  near  the  pines, 
and  that  in  case  the  land  agreed  upon  could  hot  be  procured  upon  reasonable 
terms,  the  meeting-house  be  set  on  the  hill  northward  therefrom,  and  thnt  the 
meeting-house  be  forty  feet  in  length,  thirty-two  in  breadth  and  fourteen  feet 
stud.  In  April  following  a  committee  was  appointed  **  to  mcinage  about  tfbo 
Meeting-House,"  and  on  June  22,  1720,  *' voted  £210  for  and  towards  building 
a  Meeting-IIouse,  it  being  five  pounds  on  each  proprietor" ;  also,  ** chose  a  com- 
mittee to  address  the  Rev.  Mr.  Breck  of  Marlborough  in  behalf  of  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  town  of  Shrewsbury  praying  his  notes  of  a  sermon  preached  by 
liimself  in  said  town  at  a  lecture  on  the  15th  June  1720  iu  order  to  have  the 
same  sermon  printed  at  the  expense  of  the  proprietors.**  This  was  the  ^rst 
sermon  preached  in  Shrewsbury.  At  the  same  meeting,  also,  the  proprietors 
emi)owered  a  committee  to  contract  with  some  person  **to  build  aiid  finish  a 
Meeting-House."    This  house  was  probably  built  in  1721  or  1722. 

The  meetings  of  the  proprietors  were  hold  at  the  house  of  the  widow  Eliza- 
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beth  HowA,  in  Marlborough.  In  *  Novetnbor,  1722,  **od  upplieation  to  John 
noQghton  of  Lancasteri  ho  issued  his  wxu-rant  calling  a  meeting  of  the  pro- 
prietors, U>  ho  held  on  the  28th  of  that  month,  nt  thd  MeeCing-TIous^,  t.> 
consider  nud  conclude  of  all,  or  anything,  or  things  i)roper  and  necessary  to  I>e 
done  for  the  procuring  of  a  minister.  That  was  the  first  time  the  meeting* 
house  was  occupied*  It  stood  eight  rods  north-east  of  where  the  present 
Pongregsitional  church  now  stands. 

In  October,  17G4,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  new  house,  and  in  anticipntion  df 
^^the  raisiug,"  which  occurred  on  May  13,  1766,  the  p:irish  voted  **to  send  to 
Boston  for  a  barrel  of  rum.'' 

^'  It  was  at  this  raising  that  General  Artemas  Ward,  then  a  colonel  in  the  colonial 
militia,  received  the  order  of  the  governor.  Sir  Francis  Bernard,  taking  away  his  cpm- 
mission;  Whereupon  tbo  late  colonel,  alter  reading  the  order  aloud  to  the  persons 
present,  turned  to  the  governor's  messenger,  an  ofDcer  in  full  uniform  who  had  riddisn 
flrom  Qoston  to  serve  the  onler,  and  asked  htm  to  take  his  thanks  to  the  governor  for 
fbmishing  him  with  evidence  tliat  he  was  what  the  governor  was  not,  a  fViend  to  his 
coontrj;  and  Jto  tell  him  that  of  his  honors,  his  commission  and  his  removal,  he 
regarded  the  second  as  the  greater." 

During  tho  year  1807,  a  belfry,  with  steeple,  was  added,  and  a  I)ell  placed 
therein.  •  In  1834,  the  house  of  worship  was  rem^ived  to  its  prelsent  site.  The 
chllrch  society  xfas  organized  on  Dec.  4,  1723,  and,  on  tho  same  day,- Mr.  Job 
Cuehing  was  ordained  as  religious  teacher  of*  the  parish.  He  Was  given  sixty 
pounds  **as  a  settlement,  and  sixty  pounds  yearly  snlnry  for  two  yeai-s,  then  to 
rise  four  pounds  a  j'car  untilit  should  amount  to  eighty  pounds  a  year."  BIr. 
Cnshing  remained  until  his  death  in  1760.  Duritig  his  ministry,  on  Oct.  6, 
1743,  tho  north  part  of  tho  town  was  incorporated  M  ix  distinct  parish,  and 
called  the  North  Parish  of  Shrewsbury.     It  now  lies  in  Boylston.  - 

In  the  year  1731,  a  controvei-sy  arose  in  regard  to  tho  principles  of  church' 
government,  having  special  reference  to  the  appointment  of  ruling  elder/aiid 
continued  to  disturb  tho  harmony  of  the  church  for  ten  years  or  more. 

-On  Feb.  2,  1761,  Joshua  Paine  was  invited  to  the  pastorate  of  the  chiirth,' 
and  was  offered  nn  annual  salary  of  £6G  13^.  and  £200  settlement,  lK>tb  df 
which  ho  docltned.  *  The  ordination  of  Joseph  Suttiner  occurred  6n  Jan.  23, 
17C2,  and  **  was  conducted  in  the  open  air  on  a  platform  erected  in  front?  of 
the  church,  and  tho  day  observed  with  fasting  and  prayer  in  conformity  tvith 
the  vote  of  the  church,  in  which  tho  parish  concurred  ;  'to  ob.servo  said  day  as 
a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  as  being  most  agreeable  to  tho  Scripture  rule  oT 
ordaining  as  said  church  apprehends."* 

On  Jan.  30,  1771,  it  was  voted  "that  thbso  may  not  bo  admitted  to  tho 
privilege  of  baptism  for  their  children  concerning  whom  it  is  evident  that  they 
do  not  practice  praying  in  their  families**;  also  on  Feb.  2,  1791,  ** voted  to 
begiuito  sing  Dr.  Watts'  version  of  tho  Psalms  with  his  Hymns,  provided  there 
be,  no  objection  lodged  with  the  pastor  from  the  cbngrcgatioUi** 
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Dr.  Sumner  remained  with  the  church  until  his  death  in  1824,  andl  during 
bis  pastorate  of  more  than  sixty  years,  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty-one 
persons  were  admitted  to  the  church  by  liaptism,  and  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
seven  otherwise. 

.  Pastors: — Job  Gushing,  ordained  on  Dec.  4,  1723,  died  on  Aug.  6,  1760; 
Joseph  Sumner,  D.  D.,  ordained  on  June  23,  1762,  died  on  Dec.  9,  1824; 
Samuel  B.  Ingersoll,  colleague  of  Dr.  Sumner,  ordained  on  June  14,  1820, 
died  on  Nov.  14,  1820;  Edwards  Whipple,  second  colleague  of  Dr.  Sumner, 
installed  oi  Sept.  20,  1821,  died  on  Sept.  17,  1822;  George  Allen,  thiril 
colleague  of  Dr.  Sumner,  ordained  on  Nov.  19,  1823,  dismissed  on  June 
18,  1840;  James  Averill,  ordained  on  June  22,  1841,  dismissed  on  Nov.  15, 
1848;  N.  \y.  Williams,  ordained  on  Feb.  28,.  1849,  dismissed  on  April  27. 
1858;  William  A.  McGinley,  ordained  on  June  2,  1859,  dismissed  ou  July 
27,  1865 ;  E.  Porter  Dyer,  installed  ou  Nov.  7,  1867,  di:$missed  on  Juno  19, 
1877.     John  Xj.  Scudder,  the  present  pastor,  was  ordained  on  Dec.  26, 1877; 

A  Baptist  society  was  organized  in  Shrewsbury  in  1812,  and  a  house  of  wor- 
ship built  in  the  following  year.  At  its  formation,  the  society  was  called  tbo 
**  Shrewsbury  and  Boylston  Baptist  Society,**  and  had  thirty-three  members. 
After  a  paptist  church  was  fiirmed  in  Boylston  that  in  Shrewsbury  was 
styled  the  Shrewsbury  Baptist  Society.  Elias  McGregory,  the  first  pastor^ 
was  ordained  on  June  17,  1818,  and  dismissed  in  May,  1821.  Samuel  W. 
Vilas  supplied  the  pulpit  until  his  death  on  July  15,  1823.  No  pastor  was 
ever  settled  by  this  society.  The  pulpit  was  supplied  by  Elder  Luther  God- 
dard.  Dr.  Jonathan  Going,  and  others.  In  about  the  year  1836,  the  society 
disbanded  as  an  organization,  and  united  with  the  Baptist  Church  at  Now 
England  Village,  in  Grafton. 

A  society  called  the  First  I^estonition  Society  of  Shrewsbury,  was  formed 
on  April  11^  1820,  and  ince)rporated  on  April  26«  1824^  In  1823,  a  house  of 
woi*ship  was  built  on  the  turnpike,  a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  in  what 
is  now  called  South  Shrewsbury.  Jacob  AVood  was  the  first  pastor.  This 
society  had  a  precarious  existence  for  about  ten  years,  and  was  finally  dis- 
banded. 

The  Methodist  Society  in  Shrewsbury  had  its  origin  in  1845,  in  a  clas|s 
formed  by  the  Bev.  Gardner  Bice.  Previous  to  this  t-ime,  there  bad  been 
preaching  in  a  school-house  in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  Meetings  were 
tifterward  held  in  Haven  Tavern  until  the  present  house  of  worship  was  erected 
iu  1847.  The  first  preacher  of  the  Methodist  faith  in  Shrewsbury  was  Leonak-d 
B.  Grifiin.  John  W.  Wheeler  followed  Mr.  Bice,  and  he  was  succeeded  by 
Jefferson  Ilascall,  who  i*en>iiined  two  years.  Other  pastors  :^^  D.  K.  Banister, 
1848;  David  Sherman,  1850;  William  B.  Bagnall,  1852;  J.  ILiscall,  1854; 
William  Gardner,  1855;  D.  K.  Banister,  1857;  Hiram  P.  Satchwell,  1859; 
William  W.  Colburn,  1861;  Joseph  W.  Lewis,  1863;  Charles  T.  Johnson, 
18G5 ;  John  Peterson,  1867 ;  William  MerrilU  1869 ;  J.  Ilascall,  1871 ;  Edwin 
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S.  Cbase,  1871;  N.  Bemis,  1872;  A.  Culdwell,  1873;  S.  H.  Noon,  1875; 
W.  M.  Hubbard,  1877 ;  O.  W.  Adams,  1879. 

A* Catholic  bouse  of  worsbip  was  erected  fn  Shrewsbury  in  1873,  the  pwsant 
pastor  of  which  is  A.  O.  DarbueL 

At  this  point  it  ie  proper  to  notice  the  fine  old  mansion  still  existing  in  the 
town  and  known  aft  the  ^  Sumner  House.'*  This  patrimony  has  been  in  tho 
family  c^er  ^oUfee  1762,  when  it  was  purchased  by  £e\r,  Joseph  Sumner  of 
Artcmas  and^ Elisha  Ward. .  Deforo  this  it. bod  been  occupied  by'Artenms 
WuihI  (afterwards  mdjor-gen(Drar]r,  hrtving  !beefi  conveyed  to  bim  by.  bis  father, 
in  17iJ3,  Hin  consideration  of  his  love,,  good- will  and  aQcctlpn  to  his  well- 
Iteloved  sci^.*^  i*  Some  pjart  of  tho  Iniildihg  had.becn  used^t > slbre.  Dr.  Sum* 
ner,  on  frcquiring  tha^opcrty  made  many  iroprovemeutai^ndrQ^f  length  erected 
tho  present  mansion  Jn  th;  year  1J87.  Itis  now^in  possedsi6}i  of  6rco.  Sum- 
ner, Esq.,  of  WorQp^tern  being  occupied  by*  tie  fbu^  generati^^  the 
family;      >        ^-  •-*  ^-  "     ^  ^  - 

In  the  last  war  the  i^scord .  gf&lBS  town  of  Shri^^bury,  isiwortby  of  its  citi- 
zens.  /J!he  first  "^^^wdr  meeting"  was  held  onM:iy  2,  186L'''A  AmmiUee  was 
chosen  ntd^ctmSLdcf  4Uiftro^^  ivhat  aetion  tho  town  should  take  in  regard  to 
the  war,**  andit' rct>oftbd  and  acrvi8ed'we'^d<fru''"^td'p:iy^o»each  volutiteer  ouo 
dollar  a  day  for  each  day's  drill,  two  days  in  the  week  for  the  first  four  weeks, 
and  one  dollar  a  day  for  one  day*^  drill  each  week  during  the  second  four 
weeks.**  It  was  voted  to  appropriate  two  thousand  dollars  to  purchase  uniforms 
and  equipments ;  also  to  pay  each  volunteer  one  dollar  a  day  while  in  service, 
<»ue  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  week  to  the  wife  of  a  volunteer,  and  fifty  cents  u 
week  to  each  child  under  fifteen  years  of  age.  Ou  July  31,  the  towu  voted  to 
aid  families  tjf- volunteers  as  provided  by  law. 

In.March,^18G2,  it  was^bted  that  **  children  who  have  been  bprn  to  volun- 
teers 8|nee  tbci  time  of  their  enlistment  shall  bo  entitlcd^t^^recfiy^  ATe^ame 
amoubt  of  aid^asJhoseiioru  preyioua,  and  the  selectmen  be  aufthbrizodto^pay 
the  same.**  On  July  2St  the  town  ofiered  a  boi\n(y,  of  onb^huntked  and  .tlirenty- 
five  dollars ' "  to  each  of  the  twentj-lt^o  men  ealled  ion  to  fill  ^tho"  iqiieta  6&  tho 
towirwhen  musteved  iu  icrthe  credit  of  the  tpwn'^  sma.  if  «^aidtT,Qlun^er3  Miall 
serve  for  two  yen's;  or  die,  oi' "become  dtsaliled  'diiriDg'^h9«s^Q0ndl:y6ac^  ^ier- 
vice,  twenty-five  doltars' additional  to, each  or  to  his  heirs,. '^  vJ^lf^Jonai ban  H. 
Nelson  ofiered  and  gayo>  to-each  Toluntcer,  ten  dollars.  At  the  same  meeting 
it  was^yotedto  entcV  the  lialnes  6t  volunteers  on  the  recoodaNof  th^  ^^_.  Tho 
selectiTien  ,wet;e.  authorisicd  to  borrow  money  >atid  d  cojifmilteo  was  a|)4)^nted 
••  to  •can^ss;^the  to^n  for  volunteers^"  On  August i8rft|5o  towiTyntca-'^o^iay ' 
a  boiraty;bf  one  hundred  ttttd-twenty-fivoyli)ll:ir«r.r*-to  each  inbabhhnt:  of  the 
town  who  shall' Qnlist  for  nine  months,^'  aud  ^gain  tho  eeleclmcn  were  author- 
ized to  borrow  money,  and  to  give  State  aid  to  faiuilics  of  nine  mouths'  volun- 
teers. 

In  March,  1863,  tho  selectmen  were  empowered  to  continue  to  pay  State  aid 
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to  the  families  of  volunteers.  On  April  6,  it  was  voted  to  oppropriato  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars  "to  defray  the  expenses  of  removing  to  their 
homes  the  bodies  of  those  soldiers  who  have  died,  or  may  die  in  the  service  of 
the  Federal  Government,  provided  the  families  of  the  deceased  request  it.** 

In  18G4,  State  aid  was  continued  to  families  of  volunteers,  and  on  April  25, 
it  was  voted  to  grant  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  "'to  pay  bounties  to  five 
recruits."  On  August  1,  ihc  selectmen  were  ordered  "  to  pay  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars  to  any  person  liable  to  a  draft  who  furnishes  a  substitute  **; 
also  *Uo  keep  on  recruiting,  to  pay  the  same  bounty  until  March  1,  1865,  and 
to  borrow  money  to  pay  the  same.** 

At  the  March  meeting  in  18G5,  the  town  voted  State  aid  to  families  of  vol- 
unteers, during  that  year  as  formerly.  On  May  21),  it  was  voted  to  niise 
five  thousand  dollars  by  taxation  within  three  years,  "to  refund  money  con- 
tributed by  individuals  to  pay  bounties  to  volunteers  during  the  past  year  and 
the  selectmen  be  authorized  to  borrow  the  whole  amount  for  the  present.** 

Shrewsbury  furnished  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  men  —  a  surplus  of 
twenty  over  and  above  all  demands.  One  was  a  commissioned  officer*  The 
amount  expended  for  war  purposes  was  $16,663.90;  and  for  State  aid  during 
the  war,  $3,214.26. 

In  1809,  a  handsome  monument,  to  the  memory  of  fallen  soldiers  was 
erected  on  the  town's  common  and  on  it  is  inscribed  these  names :  — 

Adj.  Charles  G.  Wood,  J.  J.  Witherbee,  M.  D.,  Edward  A.  Andrews, 
Albert  W.  Curcy,  Horatio  A.  Cutting,  James  II.  Cutting,  Silas  N.  Carter, 
Hiram  W.  Doane,  Thomas  B.  Eaton,  Leander  Fay,  Nathan  B.  Garfield,  Charles 
F*  Glcason,  Frank  L.  Ilapgood,  Hollis  Ilolden,  Amasa  S.  Hyde,  John  F. 
Howe,  Michael  O'Laughlin,  Alonzo  B.  Louks,  Calvin  C.  Pratt,  Franklin  J. 
Perry,  Alfred  F.  Porter,  Charles  F.  Rice,  Edward  P.  Richardson,  George  W. 
B.  Sawyer,  Elijah  Smith,  George  E.  Sprague,  Henry  A.  Sawtelle,  Jonas  M. 
Wheelock,  'William  H.  Wilson. 

Following  are  the  names  of  representatives  to  the  General  Court :  — 

Nahum  Ward,  1735,  1737,  1740;  Caleb  Johnson,  1741;  Nahum  Ward, 
1742;  Caleb  Johnson,  1743;  Nahum  Ward,  1744;  John  Key es,  1746;  Isaac 
Temple,  1747;  Nahum  Ward,  1748;  Isaac  Temple,  1749;  Nahum  Ward, 
1751 ;  Phineas  Heywood,  1752  to  1755,  inclusive;  I;jaac  Temple,  1756;  Arte- 
mas  Ward,  1757;  Isaac  Temple,  1758;  Artemas  Ward,  1759  to  1770,  inclu- 
sive; Phineas  Ileywood,  1771  to  1774,  inclusive;  Jonas  Stone,  1775,1776, 
1777  ;  Charles  Bowker,  1778 ;  John  Maynard,  1779  ;  Ephraim  Beaman,  1780; 
John  Maynard,  1781;  Artemas  Ward,  1782;  Jonas  Temple,  1783;  Artemas 
Ward,  1784,  1785,  1786;  Isaac  Harrington,  1787  to  1791,  inclusive;  Jonah 
IJowe,  1792  to  1807,  inclusive;  Vashni  Ilemenway,  1808  to  1813,  inclusive; 
Jonah  Howe,  1814;  Samuel  Haven,  1815,  1816,  1817;  Nathan  Howe,  1819; 
Nathan  Pratt,  1821;  Fort.  Harrington,  1822;  Balch  Dean,  1826;  Nympbas 
Pratt  and  Jacob  Rice,   1827 ;    Thomas  Harrington,  1830 ;  Nyropbas  Pratt, 
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1831,  1832;  Balch  Dean,  1835;  Adam  Harriogton  and  A.  R.  Pbclps^  1838: 
Adam  Ilarritigtpn  and  A.  R.  Phclpa,  1839 ;  Job  C.  Stono,  1840, 1841 ;  Luciua 
S.  Allen,  1848,  1849,  1850;  Luko  B.  Witbcrby,  1851;  Adam  IliuTittgtfni, 
1852 ;  Lcandcr  Fales,  1853,  Lucius  S.  Alien,  1854 ;  Jonathan  Nicbots,  1856 ; 
Bey.  Nalbnn  W.  Williams,  1858 ;  Jonathan  U.  Nolson,  1861 ;  Thomas  W. 
Ward,  1864;  Charles  O.  Green,  1865;  Thomas  Rice,  Senator,  1869;  George 
H.  Harlow,  1872;  Oliver  B.  Wyman,  1877. 

Gen.  Aitemas  Ward's  biography  is  written  upon  h'ls  tombstone,  and  re:ids 
thus:  — 

**  Major  Gen.  Artemas  Ward,  son  of  Col.  N.  Ward  H.  U.  1 748-1 7G2  a  Jastioe  of  the 
C*  C.  Pleas  For  the  Co.  of  Worcester— >  1778  a  Major  {n  the  expedition  against  Canada 
— - 1759  appointed  Col.  176G  his  commission  as  Col.  revoked  for  his  iullesible  opposition 
to  arbitrary  power,  whereupon  he  informed  the  Royal  Gov.  that  he  had  been  twico^hon- 
crred— '17G8  chosen  one  of  the  executive  council  and  by  the  same  Ro}"al  Gov.  and  fur 
tjie  same  reason  negatived  and  deprived  of  a  scat  at  the  Board — 1775  ap|)ointed  to  ibe 
eommand  of  the  army  at  Cambridge  and  by  the  Continental  Congress  Grst  Major  Gen. 
of  the  Army  of  the  Bevolution  —  1 779  appointed  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  under  jtbe.  Federal  Government  repeatedly  elected  16  years  a  Representative  of  .this 
town  in  Legislature  <&  in  1786,  Speaker  of  the  house  of  Representatives.  c 

^  Firmness  of  mind  &  integrity  of  purpose  Were  characteristic  of  his  whole  life,  so  that 
he  was  never  swayed  b}*  the  applause,  or  censure  of  man,  but  ever  actctl  under  a  deop 
sense  of  duty  to  his  country  and  accountability  to  his  God.  Long  will  his  memor}'  be 
precious  among  the  ftriends  of  liberty  &  religion.    Oct.  27,  1800  JE  78.'' 

Calvin  Goddard,  M.  C.  1801  to  1805,  and  seventeen  years  mayor  of  the  city 
of  Norwich,  Connecticut,  was  born  in  Shrewsbury  on  July  17,  17G8,  and  died 
on  May  2,  1842.  He  was  a  judge  of  the  Suprente  Court  of  Connecticut,  and 
member  of  the  Hartford  Convention  in  1814. 

Job  Gushing,  son  of  Rev.  Job  Gushing,  the  first  settled  minister  in  town,  was 
bom  in  Shrewsbury  Jan.  1,  1728.  In  April,  1775,  he  marched  to  Lexington 
at  the  bead  of  a  com^^any  of  minute-men ;  was  captain  in  CoK  John  Ward's 
regiment,  in  1776 ;  then  major,  Sixth  Worcester  regiment ;  then  colonel  of  the 
same*  He  was  both  at  Bennington  and  the  surrender  of  Burgoyne.  Beforo 
the  war  he  kept  an  inn  on  the  site  of  Ibo  present  town  hall,  and  after  the  re- 
turn of  peace,  when  he  opened  a  tavern  called  the  ^American  Arms."  He  died 
April  16,  1808,  aged  eighty  years. 

Austin  Flint,  son  of  Dr.  Edward  Flint,  was  born  here,  Jan.  4,  1760.  Ho 
studied  medicine  with  bis  father,  and  in  after  lifo  became  eminent  in  this  pro- 
fession. He  enlisted  and  marched  to  Bennington  Aug.  16,  1777,  after  which 
action  ho  remained  with  the  army  in  the  region  of  the  Hudson  till  after  the  sur- 
render of  Burgoyne.  Later,  he  was  again  in  service,  being  found  at  West 
Point  in  1781.  He  afterwards  dwelt  in  the  town  of  I-iciccstcr,  married  and 
reared  a  successful  family,  and  died  there,  Aug.  29,  1850,  aged  ninety  years. 

Levi  Pease  is  also  to  be  noticed  as  the  pioneer  in  the  stage  enterprise  in  New 
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England.  He  stai-ted  the  first  line  between  Boston  and  Hartford,  and  was  for 
a  long  time  the  only  contractor  for  mail-carriage'  known  or  responsible  to  the 
government  for  that  duty.  He  had 'been  connected,  while  yet  young,  with  the 
commissary  department  of  the  army ;  and  in  later  life  ho  kept  a  tavern  in 
Shrew*sbnry,  where  ho  was  active  till  his  death,  Jan.  24,  1824,  aged  cighty* 
four  years. 

The  town  of  Shrewsbury  furnished  one  full-commissioned  officer  in  tho 
French  war;  one  major-general  in  the  Revolution  ;  a  meml^er  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  ;  one  Judge  of  Prob:ito ; 
two  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Worcester  County ;  two  llepie- 
sentatives  to  Congress,  and  one  High  Sherifi*  of  Worcester  County. 

Statistics:  — Population,  1820,  1,458;  1830,  1,356;  1840,  1,481;  1850, 
1,623;  1875,  1,524;  polls,  430;  families,  377 ;  dwellings,  332 ;  forms,  158; 
acres  cultivated,  3,409;  acreage  of  farms,  10,420;  cows,  789;  sheep,  49; 
horses  336 ;  value  of  farm  products,  §106,302  ;  value  of  form  proi>erty,  $674f,- 
.872 ;  capital  invested  in  manufactures,  $420,400  value  of  products  of  manu- 
factures $461,732  ;  total  products,  $628,034 ;  value  of  personal  estate,  $343,« 
020;  value  of  i^al  estate,  $766,110;  total  valuation,  $1,109,130;  rate  of  tax- 
ation $6.50  per  $1,000. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

LOCATION     AND     INCOGPORATION  —  SOIL     AND     SURFACE  —  WATERS  -*  WATS  -^' 
PRODUCTIONS  — •  AGRICULTURE  —  MANUFACTURES     AND     MECHANICAL    INDUS- 
TRIES. 

This  town  is  situated  in  tbo  extreme  easterly  part  of  Worcester  County, 
about  twenty-eight  miles  from  the  State  Ilot^se,  aud  about  sixteen  miles  ftx>m 
the  Court  House  in  Worcester.  Tho  Town  House  in  Southborouffh  is  located  at 
a  bearing  of  about  7^  5^8outh  of  duo  west  from  the  State  House.  Tbo  town  is 
skirted  on  tbreo  sides  by  ^liddlcsox  County.  It  has  Marllxirough  on  the 
north,  Framingham  and  Ashland  on  the.  e:ist,  Ashland  aud  Hopkiutou  ou  the, 
south,  Westborouirh  and  Northborouirh  on  tho  west.  Formerly  most  of  tha 
town  of  Southborough  belonged  to  Marlborough,  and  was  then  called  ^  Stony 
Brook,''  probably  so  named  from  a  stream  of  water  which  still  bears  that  name. 
That  part  which  lies  north  of  Stouy  Urook  was  also  called  ^Cow  Commons," 
from  the  fact  that  it  was  used  by  tho  iuhabitants  of  Marlborough  for  a  common 
pasture. 

The  town  of  Southborough  was  incorporated  July  6,  old  style,  or  July  J7, 

new  style,  1727,  in  response  to  tho  following  petition,  to  wit: — 

>  » 

"lb  the  Eon^  William  Dummer  Esq  Lieutenant  Governor  and  Commander-in-Chiefs  the  Ilon^ 

Couneil  and  House  of  Bepresentalivcs  at  their  session  in  May  1727 : 

"The  petition  of  us  the  subscribers  inhabitants  of  the  Southerly  part  of  the  town  of 
Marlborough  Humbly  shcweth  That  whereas  Divine  Providence  which  appoints  tho 
bounds  and  habitations  of  all  men  hath  so  ordered  our  lots  or  at  least  most  of  us  that 
we  are  at  such  a  distance  frbiii  the  place  of  Public  Worship  that  ourselves  but  especially 
our  affed  and  infirm  together  with  our  women  and  little  ones  cannot  comfortablv  endure 
the  necessary  travel  that  they  arc  forced  unto  for  the  attaining  an  opportunity  at  tho 
place  of  Public  Worship,  and  likewise  others  whose  lots  although  not  at  present  so 
diflScult  as  the  other  afbresaid.  yet  considering  that  it  is  but  a  point  of  clnislian  duty 
and  charity  to  compassionate  the.  circumstances  of  such,  and  having  also  obtained  £V  vole 
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of  the  town  of  Marlborough  in  nnr  favor  to  be  set  off  as  a  separate  Town,  by  snob  bounds 
as  id  described  bv  the  vote  of  Town  and  tbe  Plan  herewith  annexed,  and  likewise  for  a 
farther  manifestation  of  the  aforesaid  Town  of  Marlborough's  good  will  towards  us  in 
the  matter  have  by  their  vote  directed  their  Selectmen  to  sign  or  order  an  assignment 
with  us  as  petitioners  to  this  Honorable  Court  uix)n  the  consideration  of  the  whole  wo 
have  some  reason  to  think  Prpvidence  favors  the  mattef^  and  have  hope  of  a  Blessing* 
"Whercfurc  we  humbh*  petition  this  Honorable  Court  that  we  the  Inhabitants  of  tho 
aforesaid  southerly  part  of  the  Town  of  Marlborough  being  about  Fift}-  families  already 
settled  with  some  preparation  for  more,  may  be  set  off  by  such  bounds  as  described  by 
the  aforesaid  vote  of  the  Town  for  setting  us  off  and  more  fully  set  forth  in  the  plan 
herewith  annexed  and  with  the  land  may  be  incoq^orated  into  a  Town  and  have  and 
enjoy  all  immunities  Privileges  Rights  and  power  as  other  Towns  within  this  Province 
have  and  do  by  law  enjoy,  and  we  your  humble  Petitioners  as  in  Duty  Bound  shall  ever 
pray." 

Tho  above  pursuant  to  a  vote  of  the  town  of  Marl!)oroii<:fh,  June  12,  1727, 
dirccting4he  major  i>art  of  the  selectmen,  or  tho  who!o  of  them,  to  siga  a.pcti- 
tion  to  tho  General  Court  with  tho  inhabitants  of '^Stoncy  Brook,"  being  tho 
southerly  part  of  the  town,  for  a  coi-poratioii  of  the  same.  Joseph  Stratin, 
John  Sherman,  Eliazor  Howe,  Samuel  Brigham,  Abraham  Eager,  selectmen. 

Names  of  Pctiiioncrs-:  William  Ward,  William  Johnson,  John  Bellows, 
David  Fay,  John  Woods,  Daniel  Taylor,  Nathan  Brigham,  Xathamel  Joslcn, 
John  Mathis,  Jr.,  David  Bnise,  William  Johnson,  Jr.,- Jonathan  VVitt,  John 
Amsden,  jbn*  Newton,  Joseph  Woods,  Kogcr  Brn86,  Otbnicl  Taj'lor;  Datfiel 
Newton,  Isaac  Bellows,  SanfiticI  Bellows,  Ilobert  Horn,  John  Newton,  Joseph 
Ball,  Abfam  Newton,  Ephraim  Newton,  Benjamin  Nowton,  Caleb  WitherT)ee, 
Stimuel  Lye-cora,  Eliazer  Bellows,  John  Belknap,  Isaac  Newton,  Joseph  WitHer- 
bec,  Samuel  Gibbs.  Jon.  Bellows,  Timothy  Johnson,  David  Woods,  Zacharihh 
Moses,  Benjamin  Mixer,  John  Bellows,  Moses  Johnson. 

From  its  local  situation' in  the  mother  town  it  Avas  named  Sotithboroagh. 
Marlborough,  the  mother  town  has  h:id  three  children  ;  to  wit,  Wcstborough, 
Sonthboroiigh  and  Hudson.  Her  grandchild,  Northboroiigh,  is  the  issuo  of 
West  borough.  At  the  time  of  the  incoriK)ration  of  Southboroiigh  it  contained 
abfiut  8,822  acres.  Oh  the  7th  day  of  March,  1786,  in  response  to  a  petition 
signed  by  the  following  persons,  who  resided. on  the  premises,  viz.,  Daniel 
Fay,  Elisha  Bemis,  Pbinebas  Bemis,  John  Liconard  and  Lydia  Pierce,  that 
part  of  Fraraingham,  then  known  ns  ''Fiddle  Neck,"  and  which  now  furms  tho 
southerly  portion  of  Southborough,  containing  about  300  acres,  was  by  an  net 
of  the  legislaluro  set  to  Southborough.  May  5,  1835,  by  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
tare,  about  sixteen  acres  were  taken  from  tho  formerly  supposed  nrca  of  South- 
borough  and  added  to  WestlK)rough,  thereby  putting  an  end  to  a  long  contest 
between  the  two  towns  in  regard  to  their  boundary  lines. 

March  24,  1843,  by  nn  act  of  the  legislature,  and  in  response  to  the  petition 
of  Willard  Nowton,  Willis  Newton,  Henry  B.  NeWton,  William  F.  Newton, 
Da?ld  Temple'  and  Daniel  AValkcr,  that  pArt  of  Southborough  lying  north  of 
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MoniHDcnt  No.  S,  near  the  house  formerly  owned  by  Banmbos  Brigfaam,  and 
Monument  No.  5,  near  ^'Tunnecog  Bridge,"  containiog  about  eighty *two  acres, 
was  set  to  Marlborough.  Southborougli  now  contains  about  9,024  acr^, 
according  to  the  old  survey's,  inchiding  roads,  common,  ccmctedcs  and  hind 
under  water.  Its  surface  is  somewhat  undulating,  and  its  scenery  delightful 
and  varied.  The  soil  is  a  strong,  deep,  gravelly  lonm,  rich  and  very  produc- 
tive. The  land  is  somewhat  stony,  especially  in  the  southerly  portion  of  the 
town.  The  principal  rock  is  granite.  In  the  western  part  and  near  Fay villo 
there  are  nmnerous  springs  which  contain  largo  quantities  of  iron. 

The  wood  consists  cbicfly  of  oak,  walnut,  chestnut,  maple  and  birch.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  its  familiar  hills,  meadows  and  streams  of  water: 
TTolf.pcn  Hill,  Break-ncck  Hill,  Pino  Hill,  Oak  Hill,  Clean  Hill,  Mount 
Vickory,  Troublesome  Meadow,  Hnndkerchief  Meadow,  Angle  Brook,  Deer- 
foot  Brook,  Pancake  Brook,  Stony  Brook  and  Sudbury  River.  Stony  Brook, 
bavin^ts*  source  in  the  westerly  imrt  of  SouthlK>rough,  meanders  in  an  easterly 
direction  through  the  central  portion  thereof,  and  falls  into  Sudbury  Biver  in 
Framingham.  This  last-named,  stream  bus  its  source  in  Westliorough,  and 
forms  thQ  southern  boundary  of  Southborough.  Its  thread  divides  this  town 
from  Hqpkinton.  The  two  latter  streams  afford  considerable  water-power. 
Angle  Brook,  a  tributary  of  Stony  Brook,  has  its  source  in  Marlborough. 
Numerous  town  and  county  roads  of  superior  quality  checker  the  town.  Her 
many  bridges  are.mostly  of  stone.  The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  in  hcreari}" 
days,  were  principally  employed  in  iigricirllure.  The  sturdy  yeomanry  of  the 
town  liave  laid  low  many  of  her  forests,  and  her  men  of  energy  and  persever- 
ance have,  through  the  lapse  of  her  past  3'ears,  converted  many  of  her  oiicre 
rugged  hills  and  valleys  into  beautiful  Gelds,  orchards  and  gardens,  which 
ibring  forth  abundant  crops  for  man  and  lieast. 

This  town  now  contains  several  superior  farms,  and  there  are  179  in  all  of 
from  10  to  200  acres.  By  statistical  comparison  of  farm  products,  including 
her^reajt  yield  of  excellent  fruit,  Southborough  leads  all  the  towns  but  one  in 
the  Commonwealth.  The  farms  are  nearly  all  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and 
are  mostly  fenced  with  stone  walls.  The  buildings  are  of  good  architecture, 
and  are,  generally,  kept  in  good  •repair'.  Her  agricultuml  products  in  1875 
amounted  to  $197,3(!5.  The  farmers  formerly  produced  butter,  veal,  and 
beef,  for  market ;  now,  their  energies  are  largely  devoted  to  the  production  of 
milk  and  fruit.  Between  ten  and  twelve  hundred  gallons  of  milk  are  sent  by 
them  daily  to  Boston.  A  few  make  butter.  The  noted  "Deer-foot  Farm**  is 
situated  in  the  westerly  part  of  this  town.  The  proprietor,  Mr.  Edward  Burnett, 
^  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College.'  His  '*  Excelsior  **  butter  is  manufactured 
pn  the  most  scientific  principles,  from  the  milk  of  pure  Jersey  cows,  and  com- 
mands the  highest  prices.  The  superior  grazing  fields  of  Southborough  afford 
a  peculiarly  rich  and. agreeable  flavor  to  the  milk  and  butter.  The  inhabitants 
of,  this  town  have  long  been,  and  ate  now,  generally,  in  comfortable  circum- 
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stADces*  The  mimbcr  of  persons  fully  supported  by  the  town,  during  Ibo 
eighteen^  years  immediately  preceding  1878,  averaged  yearly  only  about  five. 
The  following  statistics,  from  the  Assessors'  Report  in  1879,  inform  concerning 
the  wealth  of  the  citizens,  and  other  matters  of  interest :  Said  report  shows 
that  th9re  are  in  town  924  cows,  16  oxen,  330  horses,  338^  houses,  Tho 
amount  of  property  taxed  is  as  follows,  viz. :  personal,  $272,738  ;  real,  $1,003,- 
817  ; — total,  $1,276,615  ;  number  of  polls  taxed,  538.  By  statistical  comparison 
it  will  be  obvious  that  there  is  much  wealth  hero — far  exceeding,  |>cr  ca/7i7a, 
that  in  most  other  towns.  Although  a  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants,  in 
former  years,  were  employed  in  agricultunil  pursuits,  wo  find  that  there  has 
l)een  a  commendable  degree  of  interest  manifested  in  other  important  (enter- 
prises. There  have  been  in  town,  since  its  incorporation,  at  least  6  grist-mifls, 
3  saw-mills,  1  wire-factory,  1  carpet-factory,  1  flour-mill,  2  sash  and  blind 
factories,  1  peg-mill,  3  extensive  tanneries,  1  currier  shop,  1  brush-factory, 
2  brick  kilns,  3  cotton  and  wool  factories,  6  boot  and  shoe  factories,  1  l)onnet 
factory,  and  1  carriage- ftictory.  This  town  contains  4  villages;  viz..  South- 
borough  Centre,  Fay  ville,  Cordaville,  and  Southvillc*  Fayville  is  sH dated  in  the 
,eqsterly,  and  Cordaville  and  Southville  in  tho  southerly  portions  thereof. 
The  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  extends  through  Cordaville  and  South- 
ville; the,  Boston,  Clinton,  Fitchburg,  and  New  Bedford  R:nlroad,  :t)ow 
leased  to  tho  Old  Colony  Railroad  Company,  extends  through  S()Uthboi*ough 
Centre  and  Fayville,  and  connects  with  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  at 
South  Framingham.  In  about  tho  year  1 845  Southborough  seemingly  took  u|>on 
herself  a  new  life,  in  consequence  of  the  sudden  influx  of  manufacturers. 
Extensive  boot  and  shoe  factories  were  built  in  the  south  part  of  tho  town,  and, 
as  a  x^onsequenre,  the  beautiful  village  of  Southvillc  quickly  sprang  into  OxJst- 
once.  John  Hartt  &  Co.  and  Newton  &  Ilartt  manufactured  boots  and 
shoes  there  extensively  and  successfully  for  many  years,  giving  employment  to 
a  large  number  of  workmen.  Newton  &  Ilartt  still  continue  the  business 
there,  and,  in  good  times,  employ  from  one  to  two  hundred  hands;  and  their 
annual  sales  of  boots  and  shoes  amount  to  nearly  two  Imndred  thousand  dollars. 
Soon  after  the  erection  of  those  factories,  Milton  II.  S:inford,  E^q.,  purchased 
a  large  tract  of  land  in  the  south,  part  of  tho  town,  and  in  1846-7  he  erected 
thereon  a  large  stone  factory,  for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods, 
lie  also  built  thereon  many  dwelling-houses,  and  other  buildings.  This  tbrir- 
ing  village  he  named  Cordaville,  in  honor  of  his  wife,  Conlclia.  Tho  same 
factory  was  burnt  October  31st,  1855.  Two  persons  lost  their  lives  in  conse- 
qiif  nee  of  the  fire,  and  others  were  injured.  On  the  same  spot  he  erected  the 
present  stone  factory.  He  manufactured  very  extensively  various  kinds  of 
cotton  and  woolen  fabrics,  and  jute  blankets.  lie  became  very  wealthy.  In 
1864  he  sold  the  real  and  personal  property  to  a  stock  company,  called  the 
** Cordaville  Mills  Company,"  Franklin  Haven,  Esq.,  l>eing  president,  John  H. 
Stevenson,  Esq.,  treasurer,  and  Judge  Thooias  Russell,  clerk.    In  1871  said 
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property  wo9  sold,  by  auction,  to  Adolphus  Merriam,  E^*,  of  Fmtnkigbaiii* 
For  8omo  years  largo  quantities  of  gooda  were  there  niaoufactured  by  Mcrrtam 
A  Wilson* 

March  9,  1876,  a  stock  company  was  formed  under  the  corporate  name  of 
•^Cordaville  Woolen  Company,"  —  Hubbard  Wilson,  Esq.,  president  and 
superintendent;  Adolpbus  Mcrriaro,  Esq.,  treasurer;  and  Mr.  Joseph  Mer* 
riam,  clerk.  This  company  now  manufacttires  blankets,  satinets,  and  flannels, 
employ  about  eighty  operatives,  and  their  sales  amount  yearly  to  al)ont 
$100,000.  In  1860  one  Kidder^ commenced  the  manufacture  of  brick  near 
Fayville*  After  his  death  the  property  was  owned,  and  the  business  continued, 
by  Dall  &  IJolman.  They  were  succeeded  by  the  Framiugham  Briek  Company.; 
By  the  aid  of  steam^  power  and  improved  machinery^  the  latter  company  are 
able  to  mauufacjLure,  yearly,  one  and  a  half  millions  of  brick.  Fayville  was  so 
luimcd  in  honor  of  a  large  portion  of  its  former  business  men — to  wit:  Col. 
Dexter  Fay  and  his  two  brothers,  Col.  Frauds  B.  Fay  and  Hon.  Sullivan  Fay, 
Col.  Artemas  Fay  and  his  brother,  Elijah  Fay,  Col.  Dexter  Fay  commenced 
business  as  a  butcher.  He  afterwards  built  a  small  store  about  14  feet  square. 
His  tracle  so  increased  that  he  had  to  enlarge  his  store  from  time,  to  time.  It 
became  a  famous  place  for  trade,  and,  eventually,  the  yearly  sales  therein  for 
many  years  exceeded  $125,000.  His  brothers  formerly  wero'tuore  or  less  ' 
interested  with  him  j^n  this  business ;  so,  latterly,  were  his  sons,  Emory  B.  Fay, 
Caleb  T.  Fay,^nd  Sylvester  C.  Fay.  Col.  Dexter  Fay  was  also  a  uoted  cattle 
broker^  and  was  a  constant  attendant  at  the  Brighton  Cattle  Market  for  over  40 
years.  Col.  Francis  B.  Fay,  after  hs^ving  filled  many  important  ofBces  in  town 
and  county,  moved  to  Chelsea,  Mass.  He  l>eeame  a  very  successful  com- 
mission merchant,  was  several  times  in  his  lifetime  honored  by  a  seat  in  both' 
bniiichcs  of  the  Legislature,  and,  was  once  elected  representative  to  Congress. 
He  was  the  first  Mayor  of  Chelsea.  ^.  Hon.  Sullivan  Fay  was  convej'ancerj 
settled  many  estates,  was  clerk  of  the  Agricultural  Branch  Itailroad  Company,' 
was  elected  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and  was.presideutof  a  ^ledical 
Cortege  in  Woi'cester,  Mass. .  Col.  Artemas  Fay  was  a  manufacturer  of  boots, 
shoes,  and  bonnets.  Elijah  Fay  was  a  currier.  The  phrenological  poet  once 
wrote  concerning  the  organ  of  weight  in  the  head  of.  Col.  Dexter  Fay  :  '*^This 
orgdn  is  very  large  in  your  fiiend,  Col.  Fay  : — 0>1.  Dexter,  of  course.  There 
are  many  of  that  name  on  the  records  of  fame  —  there  Js  Francis,  of  Boston,  in 
the  mercantile  trade ;  and  Artemas,  here  at  home,  by  whom  bonnets  are 
made!" 

In  1872  Curtis  Newton  and  Dexter  Newton,  having  prcvbnsly  purchased  the 
large  estate  of  th^  late  Col.  Dexter  Fay,  erected,  with  the  assistance  of  a  few 
public-spirited  neighbors,  the  spacious  shoe  factory  in  Fayville.  It  was  leased 
to  Allan  D.  Howe,  Esq.,  whose  monthly  pay-roll,  for  a  long  time,  amounted 
to  over  $6,000.  It  is  now  leased  to  Crain,  Rising  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  the  said 
Howe  being  the  General  Superintendent  and  Purchaser  of  Supplies.     The 
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amount  manufactured  yearly  is  about  $250,000,  and  they  employ  some  250 
operatives.  In  consequence  of  the  erection  of  this  factory,  Fayville  has  nearly 
doubled  its  inhabitants  and  tenements. 

In  1875  the  ivhole  amount  of  goods  manufactured  in  Southborough  was 
$442,950. 
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■    I 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  town  at  the  time  of  itd  incorporation  is  hot 
positively  known.  There  were  about  fifty  families,  and  probably  about  two 
bundi*ed  and  eighty  inhabitants.  In  1757,  it  appears  that  the  number  of 
enrolled  men  was  seventy-five,  and  the  number  of  minutc-nicn  fifty-six.  In 
1790,  tho  number  of  the  inhabitants  was  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven.  At 
the  close  of  each  subsequent  decade,  the  number  of  inhabitant^  was  as  followSf 
viz.:— 1800,871;  1810,  92G;  1820,1,030;  1830,1,080;  1840, 1,145 ;  1850, 
1,347;  1860,1,854;  1870,  2,135. 

Of  tho  names  of  the  inhabitants,  the  Newtons,  Fays,  and  Brighams  have 
always  predominated.  Tho  number  of  Newtons  born  in  town  since  its 
incorporation,  is  four  hundred  and  forty;  and  the  number  of  Fays  born  in 
town  during  same  time,  three  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

By  order  of  tho  Gonipral  Court,  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  August 
28,  1727,  at  the  house  of  Timothy  Brigham,  which  stood  where  is  now 
located  tho  St.  Mark's  school-house.  William  Johnson  \\fa8  moderator.  Tho 
first  town-meeting,  under  warrant  of  selectmen,  was  held  March,  1728 :  James 
Newton,  moderator;  Moses  Newton,  Seth  Bellows,  Doe  Bellows,  Doe  Mathers, 
and  Captain  Ward,  were  selectmen.  The  principal  business  of  this  meeting, 
iiesidcs  the  choice  of  ofiicers,  and  of  several  town  meetings  which  followed,  was 
to  orn^ngo  for  procuring  a  minister  of  ^good  conversation  to  preach  Gods 
word ,^  and  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  build  a  meeting-house*  Money  for 
both  purposes  was  promply  raised*  Tho  first  meeting-house  built,  was  fifty  by; 
forty  feet,  and  twenty  feet  posts.  Three  hundred  pounds,  or  $1,000,  was 
appropriated  for  same.  It  was  built  in  1727-8.  This  bouse  lasted  seventy* 
nine  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  it  was  sold  for  $76.99,  and  taken  down.  It 
was.  located  a  few  feet  south  of  the  bouse,  now  owned  by  the.  Pilgi*im  Evan- 
gelical Society,  aud  on  a  portion  of  the  land  given  by  the  inhabitants  of  Marl- 
borough to  the  inhabitants  of  this  section  thereof,  previous  to  the  incorporatiou 
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of  SoQtbborough  (said  land  was  gtyen  for  a  ^TnuBifig  Field,  BnrynX  Place,  Atid 
a  Meeting-house."  In  180C,  December  17,  the  second  church  edifioo  was 
dcdic:ited.  The  cost  of  same  wns  $7,778.  The  pews  soM  for  |2,638  ahove 
the  appraisal.  In  1856  said  meeting-house  was  conveyed  by  the  First  Fkirisb 
Society,  to  said  Pilgrim  Evangelical  Society,  and  by  the  latter  it  was  remodeled 
and  fitted  up  in  its  present  modern  stylo  at  n  cost  of  about  $13,000,  and  dedi- 
cated. In  1828,  September  10,  the  Baptist  society  dedicated  the  brick  church 
which  is  DOW  occupied  as  a  dwelling.  For  want  of  sufficient  room  in  the 
church,  the  dedicatory  services  were  held  in  the  grove  near  ^  Mount  Vickory." 
The  present  Baptist  church  was  built  in  1845.  The  fii'st  church  of  4hc 
Pilgrim  Evangelical  Society  was  built  in  1832.  It  is  now  the  high  school 
house.  The  Episcopal  church  was  dedicated  Aug..  15,  186i.  The  Second 
Congregational  Cbupuh,  located  in  Southvillo,  was  built  in.  1872.  The  Catholic 
church,  located  between  Cordavillo  and  Southvillo  was  built  in  1879. 

The  first  ipinister  settled  by  the  town  was  Rev.  Nathan  Stone.  ITe  was 
ordained,  Oct.  21,.  1730,  and  continued  their  pastor  until  his  death,  May 
31,  l78l.  Juno  1, 1791,  Bov.  Samuel  Sumner  was  settled.  He  was  dismissed 
agreeably  to  his  request,  Dec.  1,  1.797.  In '1799,  October  9,  Rev.  Jeroboam 
Parker,  a  uativo  of  Soutbborough,  was  ordained  and  liocanio  their  pa;>tor.  Ho 
was  dismissed  at  his  own  request  in  1832.  The  First  Parish  Society  after- 
wards settled  Rev.  John  D.  Sweet,  BoV.  William  Lord,  Rev.  Mr.  Aldcn,  a^d 
ISbv.  Mr.  Barnard.  The  salary  first  paid  to  Mr.  Stone  was  £120  or  $400,  and 
thirty  cords  of  good  wood.  In  1734  his  salary  was  raised  to  £150,. and  thirty 
cords  of  good  wood.  Only  one  religious  society  existed  in  town  until  1825. 
The  Baptist  society  have  settled  Rev.  Jonathan  Forbush, .  Rev.  Abiasaph 
Sampson,  Bev.  W.  Morse,  Rev.  Aaron  Ilayues,  Rev.  M.  Ball,  Rev.  John 
Alden.  ■  They  have  bad  several  acting  pastors,  the  present  one  being  Rev.  W. 
K.  Davey.  The  Pilgrim  Evaugelical  Society  was  organized  Feb.  17i  1831,' 
und  have  settled  Rev.  Walter  Follctt,  Rev.  Jacob  Cummings,  Rev.  E.  M. 
Elwood,  Rev.  G.  D.  Bates,  Rev.  W.  J.  Bi-eed,  Rev.  John  Colby,  and  Rev.  XL 
M;  Holmes.  Rev.  Alauson  Rawson  was  acting  pastor  from  April  28,  1843, 
to  April  2,  1852.  Rev.  Andrew  Bigelow,  D.  D.,  was  acting  pastor  from  April 
1,  1874,  to  April  1,  1875.  The  Episcopal  Society  have  had  for  rectors.  Rev. 
Charles  Wingate,  Rev.  A.  C.  Patterson,  Rev.  R.  Lowell,  and  Rev.  J.  I.  T. 
Cpolidge,  D.  D.  .  Tho  Second  Congregational  Society  have  settled  Rev.  C.  A. 
Stone^and  have  now  for  acting  pastor  Rev.  John  Lo  Bosquett. 

The  first  appropriation  mado  by  Soutbborough  t\tv  teachers,  was  in  1732; 
viz.,  to  Timothy  Johnson,  six  pounds ;  and  to  Samuel  Bellows,  four  pounds  ten 
shillings.'  Subsequently,  for  several  years,  Solomon  Ward  was  employed  to 
teach  in  rotation  the  four  schools  located  in  dificrent -sections  of  the  town. 
Soutbborough  maintained  but  four  schools  until.  1837.  The  citizens  of  South- 
borough  have  ever  manifested  a  great  interest  in  education. 

In  1^59,  Henry  H.  Peters,  Esq.,  a  wealthy  citizen,  feeling  a  deep  interest  in 
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the  education  of  the  youth,  aud  having  a  dcaire  that  the  scholars  of  South- 
borough  should  have  as  good  advantages  for  obtaining  an  education  ad  was 
enjoyed  liy  the  schohirs  in  the  neighboring  towns,  donated  the  present  high 
school  house,  nicely  finished  and  furnished,  and  the  land  connected  therewith, 
to  the. town,  on  condition  that  it  should  bo  used  for  a  high  school,  to  be  taught 
<by  a  master  qualified  to  teach  the  bmnches  usually  taught  in  a  high  school,  and 
be  kept  at  least  eight  months  in  each  year.  The  town  accepted  the  very  liberal 
donation  at  a  regular  town  meeting ;  and  as  a  token  of  their  appreciation  of 
his  generosity,  they  directed  that  it  be  called  the  '"Peters  High  School  honsci." 
The  citizens,  generally,  have  manifested  great  satisfaction  with  the  good  results 
of  the  school.  They  have  l)een  willing  to  appropriate  a  liberal  sum,  yearly, 
for  the  support  of  this  as  well  as  for  the  other  nine  schools.  The  school  com- 
mittee*  in  1878,  expended  for  schools,  $5,854.  In  1852  a  public  fVee  library 
was  established.  The  opening  of  Che  same  was  properly  celebrated.  A  public 
meeting  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall,  February  12.  The  occasion  was  enlivened 
byi^i^eeches,  songs,  and  music.  A.  L.  Hobart,  M. D.,of  Southborough,.iDade 
the  principal  address.  The  following  extract  from  his  address  will  quite  fully 
explain  tbe  character  of  the  preliminary  measures  incident  to  its  establishment j: 

^*Col.  Francis  B.  Fay,  in  the  fullness. of  his  pout  and  the  liberality  of  his  spirit, 
conceived  in  bis  heart  to  do  a  good  thing  unto  the  inhabitants  of  the  good  old  town  of 
S^utbborongh,  which  gave  him  birth  ;  and  so,  unsolicited,  and  of  his  own  good-will  and 
jfileasare,  he  thrust  his  band  deep  into  his  pocket,  ajid  drawing  forth  five  hundred  piec^ 
of  sih^r  (8500),  held  tbcm'  up  before  tbe  eyes  of  tbe  inhabitants  of  this  town,  while  M 
thus  si)oke:  ^Fellow-citizens!  Fellow-townsmen!  1  was  born,  and  nurtured,  and 
rocked,  and  reared  in  your  midst,  I  am  one  of  30U,  and  you  are  dear  unto  me.  And 
now  as  yoQ  are  dear  unto  me,  and  as  my  heart  and  my  hand  are  drawn  towards  you  in 
affection^  and  as  tbe  enlightenment  and  elevation  of  your  minds  are  things  near  my 
heart;  therefore,  If  all  together,  or  an}'  one  of  you,  will  give  a  like  sum,  I  win  give 
tliese  five  hundred  pieces  of  silver  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a  Town  Library,  which  shall 
be  free  for  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  to  use  for  their  improvemjent,  and  for  their 
children's  children  forever/  The  town  appropriated  the  other  five  hundred  dollars,  and 
directed'  that  as  a  token  of  their  esteem  for  the  generous  donor,  it  should  be  called  the 
•  Fay  Library."* 

In  1870,  April  20,  Col.  Fay  donated  to  the  town  the  additional  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  benefit  of  the  library.  There  is  now  a  fund  of  fifteen 
hundred  dollars  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  library ;  the  interest  of  whiqh, 
with  various  other  items  contributed  and  appropriated,  enable  the  trufteea  to 
expend  about  $200  annually  for  books.  There  are  now  in  the  library  8,901 
volumes.  The  people  of  Southborougb  have  great  cause  to  hold  in  fond 
lemembrance  the  namea  of  the  aforesaid  donors ;  and,  not  only  wo,  but  in 
future  years,. full  many  a  son  and  daughter  who  shall  inhabit  this  land,  read 
books,  and  learn  in  this  school,  —  looking  back^ perhaps,  tbrbngh  timers  long 
▼igtay  wUl  also  exultingty  claim  these  donors  as  their  immortal  benefactors.    In 
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1865  the  St.  ]^Iitrk*if  School  was  incorporated  unclcr  tho  laws  of  the  Gominoii- 
woflUh«  sod  was  founded  for  tho  classical  education  of  1m>js. 

Its  course  of  studies  is  prepared  with  tho  purpose  of  giving  a  thomogh  prep* 
aration  for  adroisiion  to  the  universatics  and  colleges  of  the  country*  It  is  a 
school  of  tiie  Episcopal  Church,  and  its  Order  and  management  are  in  conform- 
ity with  the  principals  and  npirit  of  the  church.  Its  scholars  numlier  about 
fifty  and  are  required  to  board  at  the  institution.  It  is  said  to  be  one  of  the 
most  thorough  and  best  disciplined  suhooSs  in  the  State.  The  establishment  of 
this  school  and  the  erection  of  tho  beautiful  Epi-icopal  church  are  the  results 
of  tho  great  enterprise  and  (ler^venince  of  our  honored  and  esteemed  follow- 
eitizeut  Dr.  Joseph  Burnett.  The  l>eautiful  appcarauc*e  of  the  centre  village  is 
largely  due  to  his  betievolence,  influence*  and  taste.  In  1840,  the  town  built 
its.  first  town  house.  Previous  to  that  time  the  town  meetings  were  held  in 
the  church  of  the  First  Parish  Society.  Said  town'  house  cost  about  $4,000. 
It  was  burnt  in  1869.  Without  delay  the  inhabitants  proceeded  to  erect 
another.  Tho  present  handsome,  sul)stantial  and  comm(»diou8  brick  town  house 
was  built  in  1869-70,  at  a  cost,  including  fixtures  and  furniture,  of  about 
$30,000.  The  building  committee,  consisting  of  Dr.  Joseph  Burnett,  Dexter 
Newton;  Dr.  J.  Henry  Robinson,  Franklin  Esto  and  Curtis  Ilydc,  deliven*il 
the  keys  thereof  to  the  seloetmeu  April  23,  1870.  In  1824,  the  young  men 
organized  a  lyceum.  Hon.  Francis  B.  Fay  was  president  of  tho  same  for  ^f- 
eral  years.  This  is  said  to  bo  one  of  the  ficst  iyccums  ever  formed  in  this 
vicinity.  One  of  the  most  exciting  debates  participated  in  by  the  then  young 
America,  was  '*Is  an  untruth  ever  justifiablo?"  Dis^putants  appointed  in  tho 
affirmative  were  Peter  Fay  and  Blako  Parker;  negative  Joel  Burnett  and 
Brigham  Witberbee.  Tho  discussion  waxed  warm.  The  disputants,  pro  and 
coil,  fought  the  baltlo  inch  by  inch  during  tho  allotted  time.  Question  was 
finally  decided  on  its  merits,  in  tho  negative.  This  lyceum  accomplished  much 
good. 

'-Andthefl*  lyceum  was  formed  in  1842.  Its  members  atone  time  numbered 
forty-fouri  '  Many  momentous  questions  were  considered.  Interesting  and 
instructive  free  lectures  through  their  exertion  were  furui:^hcd  to  the  public. 

Sbutbborough  has  raised  many  noble  men  and  women.     Several  distinguished, 
scholars.     The  following  is  a  list  of  those"  reared  in  town,  who  have  availed 
theitiselv^s  of  the  benefits  of  a  college  education;  viz.,  Jeroboam  Parker, 
gnlduated  at  Harvard  in  1797,  became  a  minister;  Nathan  Johnson,  graduated* 
at  Yale  iri  1802,  JiKlgd  of  Court  of  Ct)mmon  Pleas  ;  Sherman  Johnson,  ^radu- 
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ated  at  Yale  in' 1802,  minister;  Luther  Angier«  graduated  at  Amherst  iii 
1833,  minister;  Marshall  B.  Angier,  ghiduated  at  Yalo  in  1834,  niiinister; 
Henry  M.  Parker,  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1839,  teacher;  Joel  Burnett, grad- 
utlted  at  Harvard  Medical  in  — — ,  physician  ;  Waldo  L  Burnett,  graduated  at 
Harvard  Medical  in  1849,  natnndist;  Edward  Burnett,  graduated  at  Harvard 
in  1871,  farmer;  Harry  Buruott,  graduated  at  Harvard  in   1873,  chemist; 


DISTINGUISHED  MEN.  293 

Waldo  Ilturnctt,  graduated  at  Harvard  in  1875,  studcut;  Clarence  Thompson, 
graduated  at  Amherst  in  1874,  civil  engineer ;  George  E.  Brewer,  graduated 
at  Amherst  in  1874,  teacher. 

Jeroboam  Parker,  mentioned  above,  was  for  many  years  the  minister  in 
Southborough.  Joel  Burnett  was  a  noted  physician  in  the  town,  was  particu- 
larly interested  in  her  schools,  and  was  greatly  honored  and  respected.  His 
6on,  Waldo  I.  Burnett,  was  a  zealous  student,  and  became  a  distinguished  nat- 
uralist. By  the  Boston  Society  of  Natural  History  ho  was  elected,  curator  of 
entomology.  In  successive  years  he  gained  many  of  the  prizes  offered  by  said 
society.  In  the  winter  of  1851,  he  delivered  at  the  Medical  College  in 
Augusta,  Ga.,  a  course  of  lectures  in  microscopic  anatomy.  In  1852,  ho  pre- 
]>ared  the  essay  which  received  the  prize  from  the  American  Medical  Associar 
tion.  He  died  of  consumption  July  1,  1854,  in  the  2Cth  3*ear  of  his  age. 
l^rom  an  address  concerning  his  life  and  writings,  delivered  before  the  Boston 
Society  of  Natural  History,  July  19,  1854,  by  Dr.  Jeffries  Wyman,  is  taken 
the  following  extract :  ^  We  cannot  but  8en8ii)ly  feel  that  in  his  death  we  have 
lost  an  associate  of  no  ordinary  talents ;  wo  can  point  to  no  other  member  of 
our  society,  and  not  more  than  one  other  naturalist  in  our  country  wbq  has 
given  such  proofs  of  zeal  and  industry,  and  who,  in  so  short  a  life,  has  accoinr 
plished  so  large  an  amount  of  scienti6c  hibor.  Had  he  been  spared  to  future 
years,  we  cannot  but  feel  the  assurance  that  he  would  have  acquired  furhioi- 
self  a  far  higher  place  and  a  still  more  honorable  name  in  the  annals  of  science. 
Let  us  cherish  bis  memory  and  profit  by  his  example.** 

The  records  of  the  town  show  that  the  people  have  always  taken  a  forward 
rank  in  the  cause  of  freedom. 

Capt.  John  Taplin  went  in  command  of  a  company  of  forty-nine  men  on  the 
Crown  Point  Expedition  in  1756;  was  out  from  February  18  to  December  20.. 

Capt.  Aaron  Fay  commanded  a  company  sent  fur  the  reduction  of  Canada, 
and  was  out  from  March  to  November,  1758. 

Capt.  John  Taplin  was  also  out  in  this  campaign.  A  numl>er  of  Southbor- 
ough  men  were  out  in  all  the  campaigns  of  the  last  French  and  Indian  war.    . 

Dilenton  Johnson  was  at  Fort  William  Henry  when  it  capitulated,  Aug.  9,: 
1757,  and  was  exposed  to  the  Indian  barb«^rities  of  that  terrible  day.  Elijah 
Reed  and  Joshua  Newton  also  of  Southborough,  were  in  that  battle. 

In  1765,  in  town  meeting,  the  following  unanimous  vote  of  instruction  was 
given  to  their  representative,  Ezra  Taylor,  Esq. :  "That  you  would  in  the 
most  effectual  and  loyal  manner  firmly  assert  and  lawfully  maintain  the  inhe- 
rent rights  of  the  Province,  that  posterity  may  know  that  if  we  must  be  slaves 
we  do  not  choose  by  our  own  acts  to  destroy  ourselves  and  willingly  entail 
slavery  on  them." 

Capt.  Josiah  Fay's  company  of  fiftj^'-six  minjite-men,  who  were  disciplined 
and  supported  at  the  expense  of  the  town,  marched  to  Lexington  and  Concord, 
April  li),  1775.     Every  able-bodied  male  citizen  sixteen  years  old  and  upward , 
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was  armeci  according  to  lair.  They  were  required  to  be  in  constant  readiness 
to  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy.  In  town  meeting  April  29, 18C1,  on  motion 
of  Sylvester  C.  Fay,  Esq.,  it  was  voted  unanimously  *^that  the  town  is  ready 
to  respond  to  the  proclamations  of  the  President  with  every  able-bodied  citizen 
and  every  dollar,  if  necessary.**  The  town  furnished  two  hundred  and  nine- 
teen brave  and  patriotic  men  —  being  thirty-three  more  than  enough  to  fill  her 
quota  under  every  call  of  the  President  during  the  great  Rebellion.  Seventeen 
of  those  men  died  in  the  service  of  their  country,  and  these  names  appear  ou 
the  beautiful  monument  erected  to  their  memory.  Said  monument,  erected  ou 
the  common  in  Southborough  Centre,  is  of  Fitzwilliam  granite,  and  was  Built 
by  £.  F.  Meauy  of  Boston,  from  a  design  of  A.  R.  Esty,  Esq.  It  was  dedi- 
cated Jan.  1st,  18G7.  It  is  twenty  feet  high.  On  the  south  (front)  side  are 
inscribed  the  words  ** Erected  by  the  Citizens  of  Southborough**;  on  the  east 
^'In  Memoriam**;  on  the  north  **Our  Country*s  Defenders**;  and  on  the  west 
.••Eebemon,186I.- 

^  Patriots  are  here  in  freedom's  battle  slain, 
.  Men  whose  short  lives  were  closed  with  scarce  a  stain ; 
Men,  lorers  of  our  race,  whose  labors  gare 
^  ,  Their  names  a  memory  that  defies  the  grave- 

•This  monument  cost  $1,613.50,  and  was  paid  for  mostly  by  subscription. 
Some  of  the  money,  however,  was  contributed  by  various  assemblies  and  socie- 
ties.. Heinry  H.  Peters,  Esq.,  subscribed  $500;  Dr.  Joseph  Burnett,  $100 ; 
Curtis  Newton,  E.  D.  Rockwood,  Peter  Fay  and  S.  N.  Thomiison  each  $25, 
and  ninety-two  other  persons  contributed  smuUgr  sums. 

This  town  has  a  very  perfect  record  of  her  soldiers  who  enlisted  in  the  late 
war..    To  William  P.Willson,  Esq.,  great  credit  is  due  for  his  alacrity  and 
;.  perseyerance  in  its  preparation  and  completion. 
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SOTJTHBRIDGE. 


BY  REV.  ABIJAH  P,  MARVIN. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

FORMATION  OP  THE  TOWN — PIIYSICAL  ASPEC3TS — INDUSTRIAL  DETEt-OPMEMT— 
WATER  POWER  —  MEETING-HOUSES  AND  PARISHES  —  CONGREGATIONAL  80CI<- 
ETT  —  PASTORAL  LIST  —  BAPTIST   SOCIETY  —  MANUPACTURB8. 

The  town  of  gouthbrklge  was  taken  from  the  towns  of  Charlton,  Dudley 
and  Sturbridge,  and  was  incorporated  in  1816.  The  larger  part  of  the  tract 
north  of  the  Quinebaug  formerly  belonged  to  Charlton.  The  part  south  of  the 
river  was  divided  nearly  in  half  by  the  two  latter  towns.  The  inhabitants^'  in 
carlytimcs,  were  obliged  to  go  long  distances  to  attend  public  worship  and 
town  meetings.  Belonging  to  different  municipalities  and  religious  societies, 
they  had  but  slight  bonds  of  union  before  the  time  when  the  tnilU  on  the 
Quineblatig  bogrm  to  form  a  centre  of  business.  The  toWn  is  bounded  as 
follows:  On  the  north  by  Charlton,  on  the  east  by  Charlton  and  -Dudley,  on 
the  bouth  by  Woodstock,  and  on  the  west  by  Sturbridge.  The  centre  of  tho 
town  is  in  latitude  A2^  5^  and  the  distance  from  the  court-house  in  Worcester 
is  seventeen  and  one-half  miles.  Formerly  the  great  route  of  travel  from 
Worcester  to  the  south-west  was  through  Charlton  and  Sturbridge.  After 
1825  it  went  through  Southbridge.  The  connection  with  the  shire  town  is 
now  by  the  New  England  Riiilroad  to  Webster,  and  thence  by  the  Norwich  and 
Worcester  line.  There  is  direct  railway  connection  with  Boston  throu^ 
Webster,  Blackstone,  &c.,  by  tho  New  England  Railway. 

Like  other  towns  formed  since  the  early  settlements  were  made,  Southbridge 
is  comparatively  small  in  size  and  irregular  in  shape.  The  southeni  line  is 
straight,  being  on  the  Connecticut  border.  The  lines  between  Sturbridge, 
Charlton  and  Dudley  are  run  to  suit  individual  convenience,  to  some  extent, 
and  are  therefore  angular.  The  number  of  square  miles  in  the  town  is  about 
nineteen,  and  the  number  of  acres  is  twelve  thousand  two  hundred  and 
eleven. 
.  The  surface  of  the  town  is  much  broken  by  hills  and  valleys.    The  hills  rise 
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sorthwrnrd  and  ioothwaid  from  tho  valley  of  Qaiocbaag  Rirer,  sooie  of  them 
gruduallj  end  some  with  abrapt  and  rugged  aides.  Ilatchet  IDli  Is  a  Ihoii- 
aapd  and  sixteen  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  the  aununit  fbmiAea  an 
extensive  prospeei.  The  main  river  u  the  Quiocbaug,  wbich  oomea  in  from 
Stnrbridge  on  the  west,  and  runs  across  the  township  north  of  the  middle  in  an 
easterijr  and  south-easterly  course.  The  river  is  fed  by  Giolic.  Gady  and 
McKinstrey  brooks  on  the  nortb,  and  ILitchct,  Cohasse  and  Lebanon  brooks  on 
the  southt  ail  of  which  empty  within  the  limits  of  tho  town.  The  valleys  of 
these  streams  greatly  diversify  the  scenery.  A  traveler  ascending  by  the  banks 
of  the  river  seems  to  be  entering  a  eul-desae  until  he  emerges  on  the  west.  The 
bed  of  tbe  river  lielow  the  Glol^c  Village  Pond  appears  like  a  deep  gorge,  with 
the  northern  and  southern  horizon  shut  out  frum  view.  But  plateaus  and 
gently  rising  grounds  on  tbe  south,  furoi:$h  sites  for  the  villages  of  Soutbbridgo 
and  Globe  Village.  From  the  lofty  hill  at  the  north  of  Globe  Village  one  can. 
look  down  on  a  hive  of  industry,  and  sec  nearly  every  factory  and  church  and 
dwelling  in  Soutbbridgc  Centre  and  Globe  Village,  which,  by  gradual  ai>- 
proacb,  now  form  one  largo  and  flourishing  town. 

As  stated  above,  the  tcrritorj'  now  comprised  iu  the  bouuds  of  Southbridge 
was  occupied  by  settlers  long  before  tbe  time  of  its  incorporation.  Tho  settlers 
were  generally  farmers,  but  there  were  men  engaged  in  other  industries  than 
cultivating  .the  laud,  as  there  must  be  iu  all  communities.  As  early  as  1733,' 
Noveml>er  29,  it  was  voted  to  give  Moses  jMarcy  fiftj'  acres  of  land,  on  condi^ 
tion  of  his  setting  up  a  grist-mill.  The  Marcy  famil}*^  was  prominent  in 
Charlton^  and  took  a  leading  part  in  the  organization  of  Southbridge.  The- 
Hon..  William  L.  Marcy,  Governor  of  Now  York,  and  Secretary  of  State  under 
President  Pierce,  was  a  member  of  tjiis  family. 

It  appears  that  a  meeting-house  was.  built  in  1797,  but  it  belonged  to 
persons  of  various  denominations.  Congrcgationalists,  Baptists,  Methodists 
and  Universal  is  ts  were  joint-owners.  Iu  1801  a  ^PoU  Parish,"  ns  it  was 
styled,  was, incorporated.  Tliis  was  in  distinction  from  u  territorial,  parish, 
wiuch  included  all  the  iuhabitants  within  certain  bounds.  A  poll  parish 
included  oqly  those  who  joined  it.  This  was  the  nucleus  of  a  town,  as  about, 
ninety  persons,  with  their  families,  formed  a  distinct  organization  espied  tho 
Second  Religious  Society  in  Charlton.  They  became  accustomed,  iu  this  wuy, 
to  associate  together,  and  thus  were  led  into  the  further  union  of  a  town 
organizfition.-  For  some  cause  unUaown  to  outsiders,  this  section  was  named 
Iloneat  Town. 

Tho  Congregational  Church,  styled  the  Second  Congregational  Church  of 
Charlton,  was  fonncd  in  1801,  September  10,  with  twenty-one  members, — 
eight  met)  and  thirteen  \yonieu.  They  made  use  of  tho  mectiug-^house,  and,  »s 
those  who  syniputhizcd  with  them  were  more  numerous  than  tho  members  of 
any  other  deiionnnation,  had  a  proportionate  share  of  influence  in  supplj'ing 
the  puli)it.     During  sixteen  years  therp  were  seventy-four  ministers  on  tho 
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grouDd  in  succession.  This  was  continued  until  181C,  when  the  other  denoitai* 
nsiiions  united  and  bought  the  right^and  interest  of  the  Congregationalists  ia 
the  meeting-house.  At  this' time  Iho  Congregationalists  began  holding  public 
worship  by  themselves,  and  on  the  IGth  of  December,  1816,  the  Rev. 
Jasou  Park  was  ordained  as  first  pastor  of  the  church.  The  other  denomina- 
tions held  the  mcetiiig-house  in  common  several  years  longer.  The  name  of 
Ibo  church  was  now  chanircd  to  Consrrcgational  Church  of  SouthbridM.  Ser- 
vices  were  held  four  or  five  years  previous  to  1822  in  a  hall  in  the  house  built 
fur  a  parsonage  and  place  of  worship.  c 

As  late  as  1811  there  were  on  the  site  of  the  present  village  of  Southbrid^ 
only  a  few  dwelling-houses  and  the  small  meeting-house  above  mentioned.  In 
1820,  four  j'ears  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  the  poj^ulation  was  only 
one  thoiisand  and  sixty-six,  and  this  was  scattered  over  the  whole  fowndiip. 
From  that  date  the  increase  of  population  has  been  steady,  in  consequence  of 
the  use  made  of  the  great  water-power  furnished  by  the  Qiiinebaug.  By  means 
of  dams,  and  leservoirs  a  steady  flow  is  secured  through  the  season;  Natural 
ponds  have  been  raised,  so  that  their  storage  of  water  is  greatly  increased. 
The  lowlands  in  Holland,  Wales  and  other  tbwns  have  been  flooded,  und 
thus  made  tributary  to  the  industry  of  the  people  living  on  the  banks  of  tho 
river,  through  Sturbridge,  Southbridge  and  Dudley,  as  well  ad  towns  in 
Connecticut.  In  old  times  the  river  would  sometimes  become  so  low  in  dry 
seasons  that  it  would  hardly  turn  the  wheel  of  a  grist-nfiill  part  of  the  day,^ 
whereas  now  some  of  the  largest  establishments  in  the  county  have  an  unfailing 
supply  of  water-power.  The  use  of  this  power  by  skill  and  industry  ha^  built 
up  several  villuges,  the  most  important  of  which  is  Southbridge,  including  its 
neighboring  or  consolidated  community.  Globe  Villnge.  The  ilevelopment  ot 
business  on  that  part  of  the  river  within  the  bounds  of  Southbridge  will  be 
treated  on  subsequent  pages. 

This  town,  on  account  of  its  comparatively  recent  origin,  has  no  municipal 
history  in  connection  with  the  old  Indian  and  French  wars,  nor  with  the  heroic' 
strife  and  sacrifice  of  the  Revolution;  but  the  fathers  of  the  town  were 
descended  from  those  who  had  borne  the  strain  and  trial  of  all  the  conflicts 
through  which  the  colonists  had  passed  in  preceding  generations.  Many  men 
living  on  this  soil  when  it  1>eIonged  to  the  mother-towns  were  in  Ihe  battles  of 
King  George's  wars,  1745-G3,  and  in  the  battles  of  the  War  of  Independence ; 
but  their  names  are  on  the  muster-rolls  as  part  of  thetjuota  of  Charlton,  Dudley 
and  Sturbridge. 

It  will  be  convenient  to  divide  the  religious  history  of  Southbridge  into  two 
parts,  having  some  regard  to  the  order  of  time.  The  first  part  will  bring  the 
notices  of  the  Orthodox  and  Baptist  churches  down  to  a  comparatively  recent 
date.  A  sketch  of  the  rise  and  increase  of  business  in  the  town  will  follow, 
after  which  the  ecclesiastical  narrative  will  be  resumed. 

The  house  of  worship  used  by  the  Congregational  Church  was  erected  in 
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1821,  and  dedicated  Jan.  1,  1822.     A  small  fund  had  been  provided  for  the 
church  at  an  earlier  date,  the  income  of  which  had  been  used  for  the  support 

.  of  preaching.  This  fund  was  now  applied  to  the  building  of  the  new  sanrtoary* 
When  dedicated,  the  sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Jason  Park,  the  pastor 
of  the  church.  The  house  was  remodeled  iu  1839,  and  dedicated  anew,  Sep* 
tember  5,  when  Rev.  Eber  Carpenter,  the  pastor,  delivered  a  sermon,  and  an 
original  hymn,  written  by  Mrs.  Sigourney,  was  sung.  The  house  was  again 
remodeled,  and  re-dedicated  Sept.  24, 18G9.  The  sennon  was  delivered  by  Rev. 
£•  L.  Jaggar,  pastor  fn>m  1869  to  1872.  It  is  said  that  the  house  occupied 
by  Dr.  Ilartwell,  where  the  meetings  of  this  church  were  first  held,  was  built  by 
Mnjor  Calvin  Ammidown,  in  behalf  of  the  society,  its  design  !)eing  to  funiish 
a  parsonage  and  a  temporary  ball  for  meetings.     The  present  meeting-house  is 

.  well  filled,  and  a  need  is  beginning  to  l)e  felt  for  a  larger  audience-room.  Tbe 
pastors  since  the  dismission  of  Mr.  Park  have  been  as  follows :  liev.  Henry  J. 
Lam^,  ordained  June  G,  1833,  and  dismissed  April  25,  1835.  The  Rev.  £l)er 
Caqx^nter  was  installed  Jiily  21,  1835,  and  dismissed  July  21,  1864.  On 
account  of  impaired  bealth,  Mr.  Carpenter  was  released  from  i^astoml  duties 
fipm  1853  to  1857.  The  installation  of  his  successor.  Rev.  Edwin  B.  Palmer, 
took  p^ace  Dec.  27, 1864,  and,  after  a  pastorate  of  about  four  and  a  half  years, 
he  was  dismi^d.  May  3,  1869.  Rev.  £.  L.  Jaggar  was  instilled  Oct.  14, 
1869,  and  dismissed  Aug.  6,  1872.     The  settled  ministry  of  Rev.  J.  E^  FuUcr- 

.  ton  began  July  22,  1873,  and  terminated  Oct.  31,  1876.  The  present  pastor. 
Rev.  Joseph  Dauielspn,  was  installed  June  6,  1877. 

The  following  members  have  been  deocoqs :  Asa  Walker  and  Daniel  Morse, 
both  elected  J n  1801;  Jason  Morse,  Gporge  Sumner,  Henry  Ilayues^  Josiah 
Hay  ward,  Elbridgc  G.  Harding,  Jonathan  Cutting,  and  Samqel  L.  Morse.  ■  Tbe 
present  deacons  are  Samuel  M.  Lane,  elected  iu  1851,  and  William  P.  Plimp- 
ton,>in  1875.  The  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school  is  C.  D.  Muoroo^i  '.A 
few  lines  taken  from  the  Covenant,  used  at  the  ors^anization  of  the  church,  will 
give  the  fundamental  basis  which  they  bold  iu  common  with  all  EvaagicliQal 

.  'Christians  :  "  We,  the  members  of  this  church,  do  acknowledge  and  assertthe 
Lord  Jehovah  —  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost — as  the  only  true  God,  thefoun* 

..  tain  of  our  being,  and  the  source  of  our  happiness ;  and  devote  ourselves  to 
Him  in  the  bonds  of  an  everlasting  covenant,  to  serve  and  glorify  Him 
supremely.  We  do  acknowledge  and  profess  that  the  salvation  of  man  is  wholly 
frona  the  free,  unmerited  grace  of  God,  and  is  the  result  of  sincere  repentance 
of-  sin,  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  that  these  graces  are  wrought  in 
the  soul  by  the  '  Spirit  of  God.' "  Six  hundred  and  (ifty-two  pei'sons  have  been 
members  of  the  church,  by  confession  or  by  letter.  The  present  membership 
is.a  little  over  two  hundred. 

The  Baptists  in  Southbridgo  wei\3  joint  owners  of  the  old  **  Poll  Parish  * 
ipeeting-house,  above  mentioned.  Services  were  held  in  it  occasionally  by  the 
Baptists,  according  to  their  right  in  iho  house.     Xu  1816  the  town  was  incor* 
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poratcd,  and,  as  stated  before,  the  Second  Congregational  Church  of  Charlton 
changed  into  the  Congregational  Church  of  Southbridge.     The  ^  Congregational 

•  Religious  Society  of  Southbridge,"  acting  with  the  Congregational  Church,  was 
incorporated  by  act  of  the  Legislature,  Dec.  13, 1816.     In  connection  with  these 

•  changes,  and  perhaps  growing  out  of  them,  the  Baptists  held  a  meeting,  May 
1,  1816,  in  the  hall  of  Ammidown  Hotel,  for  the  purpose  of  organization.     A 

-  constitution  was  adopted  for  the  "First  Baptist  Society  in  Southbridgo."  One 
hundred  and  twenty-three  persons  signed  the  ^constitution.  A  council  was 
held,  Jan.  28,  1817,  by  whom  a  Baptist  Church  was  recognized,  consisting  of 
twenty*six  members.  '  The  Cobgregationalists  having  sold  out  their  Interest  in 

I  the  old  meeting-house  to  the  Baptists,  Methodists,  and  Univcrsalists,  the  Bap* 
tistB  now  held  their  meetings  in  it,  though  the  Univcrsalists  occasionally  iised 
it  for  i)ublic  worship.  The  first  Baptist  minister  was  the  Rev.  George  Angell, 
whose  salary  was  three  hundred  dollars  per  annum  arid  firewood.  His  pas- 
torate was  closed  by  his  decestse,  Feb.  18,  1827.  His  miniistry  was  successful 
in  strengthening  the  church.  In  March,  1823,  the  society  was  organized  under 
an  act  of  the  Legislature,  by  which  it  was  incorporated.  A  new  bell  was  pur« 
chased  the  same  yeaVi  The  Rev.  Addison  Parker,  his  successor,  was  ordained 
Aug.  18,  1827,  and  remained  till  December,  1832,  when  he  was  regularly  dis- 
missed, and  became  the  pastor  of  the  church  in  Sturbridgc.     He  was  followed 

•  by  Rev.  David  C;  BoUcs,  who  was  installed  May  12, 1833,  and  rcuiained  two 

.  years.  In  1837  the  mceling-house  became  the  sole  proi>crty  of  Iho  Bapitist 
Society,  the  interest  of  the  other  joint  owners  having  been  purchased.  The 
house  was  repaired  at  an  exj^ense  of  $1,415.  The  interior  was  arranged  in 
accordance  with  the  modern  style,  and  slips  took  the  place  of  the  old-fasblioned 
square  pews.  The  deeds  of  the  pews  **  limited  the  kind  of  preachin^,*^  and 
declared  that  it  shall  be  of  the  same  belief  and  practice  as  the  Baptist  in 
olden  times."  The  Rev.  Joseph  G.  Binney  was  installed  Aug.  23,  1837',  and 
continued  two  years,  when  the  statis  of  his  health  required  a  dissolution  of  the 
pastoral  relation.  He  has  since  become  well  known  in  connection  with  the  vety 
prosperous  Baptist  mission  in  Burmah.  In  1837  the  Rev.  Sewall  S.  Cutting 
became  the  fifth  pastor  of  the  church.  Four  years  later  the  projirictors  of  tho 
meeting-house  organized  thenisclvcs  into  a  coiporation,  which  took  tho  title  of 
the    *^Southbridgo  Baptist  Meeting-IIouse  Association.''      This  action  was 

•  followed  by  the  organization  of  a  new  church,  under  the  name  of  the  '*  Central 
Baptist  Church,"  in  1842.  This  was  effected  by  tho  withdrawal  of  a  majority 
of  the  members  of  the  old  church,  who  united  in  forming  the  new  church.  .The 
matter  of  recognizing  the  enteiprise  was  referred  to  a  council,  before  whom  the 
old  chnrch  came  and  presented  their  objections.  After  hearing  the  committcet 
the  council  deemed  it  expedient  to  recognize  the  new  church.  This  was  op  the 
12th  of  October,  1842.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Cutting,  whose  sym^iathies  wcrb  wiih  the 
new  organization,  received  an  invitation  to  become  thiD  pastor.  He  WiU 
released  from  tho  First  Chorch,  and  beicame  the  first  pastor  of  the  new  church. 
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Tbo  First  Church  iheo  called  the  Bcv*  C.  P.  GroevcflKN-  to  be  their  minieter. 
Ilowcvcr,  accordiog  to  a  statement  iu  the  **  Southlmdgc  Journal »**  *'tho  work 
of  sustaining  two  Baptist  churches  was  too  much  of  a  tax,  aod  the  old  dioroh 
succumbed  to  its  lively  rivaU  some  of  the  memljcrs  going  into  that,  and  others 
to  the  Melboclibt  and  Congregational  churches.  The  society  remained  uu- 
chauged,''  and  now  Ihc  First  Baptist  Society  and  the  Central  Baptist  Chitfdi 
work  together  in  harmony* 

Mr.  Cutting  remained  the  pastor  untilJunc,  1845,  when  he  resigned.  Since 
then  ho  has  been  iirominent,  in  the  denomination  to  which  ho  belongs,  as  an 
editor  of  Baptist  periodicals,  as  a  college  professor,  and  ns  Secretary  of  the 
Baptist  ilomo  Missionary  Society.  The  Ccv.  Timothy  G.  Freeman  was  the 
second  minister  of  the  CentnU  Church,  but  remained  only  two  years,  when  ho 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  O.  S.  Stearns,  who  was  ordaiuec)  in^  May,  1847.  Iu 
ld48|  the  old  mcetiug*bouse  was  sold,  aud  a  now  one  erected.  This  was  con- 
sumed in  18G3,  when  a  fire  destroyed  it,  the  original  meeting-house,  and 
other  property.  Iu  1SC4  the  present  brick  bouse  was  erected,  at  the  cost  of 
$20,000.  It  is  considered  the  l>est  edifice  devoted  to  religious  uses  iu  the 
town.  Mr.  Stearns  took  his  dismission  in  1824,  aud  has  since  lieen  honorably 
known  as  one  of  the  professors  iu  tbo  Baptist  Theological  Seminary  at  Newton, 
lie  was  followed  by  Rev.  S.  S.  Parker,  whoso  pastorate  continued  thirteen 
^'cars.  Tbo  Rev.  B.  F.  Bronson  succeeded  him  in  18G7,  and  continued  till 
1873, 'when  Rev.  II.  II.  Rhees  was  called  to  the  pastoral  office.  In  1877, 
Aqg.  1,  I^cy.  A.  G.  Upham,  the  present  pastor,  was  ordained  and  installed. 
The  ministers  of  the  two  Baptist  churches  appear  to  have  been  superior  men, 
and  some  of  them  are  well  known  and  respected  beyond  denominational 
bounds.  The  jsociety  is  largo  at  present,  and  connected  with  it  are  many 
influential  citizens.  The  deacons  of  the  first  church  were  Thomi^soa  Kimberlyv 
Cyrus  Ammidown,  Joshua  Vinton,  Samuel  Fisk,  Ellsba  C(»Ie,  and  Mamn 
Cheney.  The  deacons  of  the  Central  Church  have  been  Marvin  Cheney^  Henry 
Fiske,  Adoniram  Coombs,  Charles  E.  Steward,  and  Alpha  M.  Cheney.  The 
superintendent  of  tbo  Sabbath  school  is  Mr.  E.  G.  Guy. 

Xho  beginnings  of  mechanical  and  manufacturing  business  in  Southbridgo  were 
small,  and  they  have  grpwn  to  their  present  gigantic  i^roportions  by  degrees. 
Passing  by  the  saw  and  grist  mills,  which,  as  a  necessity  here,  as  elsewhere, 
had  been  set  up  in  the.  early  days  of  the  settlement,  it  appears  that  John  Gray 
was  a  clothier,  in  what  is  now  Soutbbridge,  as  early  as  17yO,  Deacon  Geoi-go 
Sumner  was  in  the  same  business  in  1802.  lie  manufactured  the  first  wool 
into  fabrics,  designed  for  sale,. in  the  year  1811.  Previous  to  this,  his  business 
had  been  that  usual  with  clothiers  —  that  is,  the  dressing  of  cloth  woven  by* 
women  in  their  Jiand-looms.  At  this  time,  1811-12,  there  were  a  few  dw-elliuj?. 
houses  in  Southbtidge  Centre,  a  small  meeting-house  belonging  to  the  ^loll. 
parish,  and  a  sparse  population.  Globe  Village  was  a  thing  of  tho  future. 
There  was  a  buryiug-yard,  and  some  attention  had  been  given  to  tho  opening 


FACtOillES'  AND  MILLS.  301 

and  improvement  of  tbo  roads.  In  1813  the  cotton  business  was  started  by 
William  Sumner.  A  cotton  factory,  on  a  small  scale  comparatively,  was 
erected.  This  establishment,  enlarged  somewhat  when  Deacon  Sumner  left  it 
in  1814,  Was  owned  by  several  men,  who  formed  a  new  manufacturing  company. 
'They  bought  of  tlie  heirs  of  Capt.  Marcy  one-half  of  the  water-power,  includ- 
ing the  power  on  the  west  end  of  the  dam,  whbre  the  old  mills  of  Col.  Moses 
Marcy  had  stood.  This  company  bore  the  name  of  the  Charlton  Manufac- 
turing Company  for  a  year  or  two,  but  in  June,  181C,  was  incorporated  as 
the  Southbridge  Factory  Company.  This  company  failed  in  1818,  and  the 
property  returned  to  the  Marcy  estate.  JMany  parties  occupied  this  property 
iti  succession,  until  Ebeneizcr  Ammid(^wn  came  into  possession,  and,  about 
183G,  organized  the  Central  Cotton  Mills  Company.  By  various  changes, 
which  it  would  ho  tedious  to  describe,  the  property  was  conveyed  from  tbo 
Drdsser  Manufacturing  Company  to  the  Central  Manufiicluring  Company, 
iVhich  was  incorporated  in  1837,  and  authorized  to  hold  real  estate  to  ifie 
amount  of  $75,000,  and  personal  estate  not  exceeding  $150,000  in  valuo.  Tho 
company  was  organized  with  a  capital  of  $G0,000.  In  1845  it  was  re-organ- 
izcd,  with  a  capital  increased  to  $80,000,  when  E.  D.  Ammidown  was  chosen 
ageiit;  C.  A.  Dresser,  superintendent;  and  Manning  Leonard,  clerk.  Tho 
whole  propeiiy  was  sold  to  Messrs.  Dresser  and  Lepnard  in  1858.  By  a 
re-organization,  in  1863,  tho  whole  estate  was  conveyed  by  them  tq  tho 
Central  Mills  Company,  Tho  mill  now  has  about  six  thousand  six  hundred 
spindles,  and  one  hundred  and  fifly  looms.  The  water-power  is  nearly  twetity- 
nino  feet  fall.  , 

The  Dresser  mill,  or  cotton  mill,  of  Calvin  A.  Paige,  was  on  the  Marcy 
estate,  and  the  principal  owner  was  William  Sumner.  This  proper^ty  passed 
through  many  hands,  including  Linus  Child  and  Alexander  DeWitt.  The  paid 
capital  was  $36,000.  The  product  was  light-weight  sheeting.  The  mill  was 
bilrnrcd  several  years  since. 

The  cotton  manufacturing  business  was  commenced  in  what  is  now  known  as 
Globe  Village  in  1814,  when  the  Globe  Manufixcturing  Company  wiais 
incorporated.  They  were  authorized  to  make  ^  cotton  and  woolen  cloth  and 
yarn."  The  corporators  were  Thomas  Upham,  David  Fiske,  and  their  asso;. 
ciates.  James  and  P.  B.  TVolcott  had  much  to  do  in  orisfinalins:  this  business. 
The  history  of  the  works  on  the  site  of  this  company  is  too  complicated  for  a 
mere  historical  sketch ;  Imt  a  brief  statement  may  be  acceptable.  The  com- 
pany  built  a  largo  mill  in  1814,  known  as  the  Glol>e  Mill.  In  1816  tho 
brothers  Wolcott  and  S.  A.  Graves  formed  a  new  company  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  woolen  products.  The  Wolcott  Woolen  Manufacturing  Company  was 
incorporated  in  1820,  with  a  capital  of  $50,000.  The  Wolcott  Brick  Mill  was 
built  in  1823.  The  power  broad-loom,  for  weaving  broadcloths,  was  intro- 
duced in  1824.  The  breaking  down  of  the  big  dado,  and  other  losses,  crippled' 
the  company,  and  in  1831  tbo  Hamilton  Woolen  Company  was  incorporated. 
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with  a  capital  of  $200,000.  This  company  has  built  and  enlarged  mills  on  a 
great  acalot  and  has  done  an  immense  business.  It  is  classed  with  the  largest 
establishments  in  the  State.  This  is  the  company  that  established  an  excellent 
library  for  the  use  of  persons  in  their  employ,  and  erected  a  church,  costing 
$20,000,  in  18G8,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  religious  society,  or  Free 
Evangelical  Church,  in  the  village. 

A  brick  mill  was  built  in  1837-8.  This  was  burned  in  1850.  It  was  built 
anew,  and  now  the  company  own  and  use  several  four  and  five-story  brick 
buildings,  in  which  are  made  the  celebrated  Ilamilton  delaines,  worsted  dress 
goods,  prints,  and  casstmeres.  The  capital  of  the  company  i^  $600,000.  The 
president  is  John  R.  Banies;  treasurer,  Joshua  Ballard;  agent,  John 
Tatterson ;  superintendent,  Lewis  II.  Hunt. 

The  Columbian  Company  was  formed  iu  1821,  and  was  burnt  out  in  1844. 
This  was  a  cotton  mill.  The  property  has  had  scupni).  owners^  but  in  the  year 
18GG  was  sold  to.  jEIcury  T.  Grant,  of  Provideilce.  tie  erected  an  additional 
mill,  for  making  ptint-clptK^.^v  Tiie  weekly  j^rjSKluct  in  1874  was  twenty-four 
thousand  yards. 

The  Ashland  mills  were  built  in  1843,  by  £iarkiu  Ammidown.  This  estab^ 
lishmentwas  at  Suundersdale.  It  was  burn^an  1 849  ;.  but«  prey ibils  ^^this 
time,  as  early  as*18^f  tljiip  QuitijsiKiiig  Kivtr  and  £^p:\i|r>n  Ilill  Bro6k  hadiieen 
raised  by  n  dam;  rBlijretentiparf ics, succeeded  to  tUeUmbii^^stlQiio  here,  imtil 
1847,  when  the  village  was  known  avAshUuidi  In- 1864  the  pcsopetty  was 
purchasediv.  bv  Jiuno^  6aum1ers,  of  Pit)videncc,  and  .iJbo^lacd  is  knbwii  as 
Saunders^ale^i  ^  JBxIensivo  buildings  qf  brick  for.  pririt-wprks  M^rp  erected,  in 
1867-9,  bi%^pi*qssioa  in  printing'  business  made  the  investment  unpfgli&ble. 
The  i^ropc^tj^^s  BokljtoT^  P.  Masonf  of  Pcovidenoe.  lit^isivnpw  leiised  to 
T.  &  J.  II.  SuutiJeM,  wfeo  are  naaking  printer  of  sivperior  style  #nd  quality, 
which  find  a  ready  sale  in  the  market.    , .  -    * . 

The  American  Optical  Company  commenced  operations  in  1869.  It  has 
grown  from  small  beginnings  to  the  largest  establishment  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States.  The  following  arc  the  names  of  its  officers:  President, 
Eobcrt  H.  Cole;  secretary,  C.  S.  Edmonds;  treasurer,  E.  M.  Cole.  At 
first,  the  capital  was  $10,000;  it  is  now  $60,000.  In  1872  a  new  building 
was  erected,  at  a  cost  of  $35,000.  The  business  was  originated  by  William 
Belcher,  a  skilful  mechanic,  with  a  rare  inventive  genius.  The  glasses  are 
growing  in  popularity,  and  the  business  has  steadily  increased.  Gold,  silver, 
and  steel,  as  well  as  rubber,  are  used  for  bows,  aud  the  workmanship  is  excel- 
lent. This  business  adds  much  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town,  as  it  employs 
many  ingenious  and  intelligent  men,  besides  adding  to  the  wealth  of  the 
community.  Banks  and  other  associations  will  be  noticed  on  a  subsequent 
page. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

METHODIST  SOCIETY  —  UXIVERSALISTS  —  CATHOLICS  —  FREE  CHURCH  —  EDUCA- 
TION—  PUBLIC  LIBRARY  —  LOCAL  FRESS  —  THE  CIVIL  WAR  —  BANKS  AND  60- 
aETIES  —  NOTABLE   BIOGRAFHIES. 

Resuming  the  ecclesiastical  history,  wc  find  there  was  Methodist  preaching 
in  the  limits  of  Southbridge,  as  it  now  exists,  as  early  as  the  year  1801.  When 
the  poll  parish  was  organized,  there  were  Methodists  among  the  joint  owners 
of  the  first  meeting-bouse.  It  was  not,  however,  till  1834  that  they  had  a 
separate  meeting.  During  six  years  they  held  meetings  in  the  school-house  at 
Globe  Village.  Rev.  Ilezckiah  Davis  was  the  first  minister  who  was  located 
here.  In  1843  a  meeting-house  was  erected.  Rev.  F.  P.  Tracy  officiated  hero 
in  1834,  about  the  time  when  the  church  was  formed  and  l>egan  to  have  meet- 
ings by  themselves.  Many  ministers  had  been  on  the  ground  before  there  was 
a  distinct  church.  Since  then,  they  have  come  and  gone,  according  to  the  usage 
of  the  denomination  to  which  thev  belonor.  The  church  has  a  firm  foothold  in 
the  town,  owns  a  convenient  and  tasteful  house  of  worship,  and  seems  well 
equipped  for  Christian  work.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  E.  S.  Best»  who, 
though  far  from  old  age,  is  a  veteran  in  the  ministry. 

As  stated  already,  the  Universalists  were  meml)ers  of  the  poll  parish,  and 
had  an  ownership  in  the  meeting-house  built  in  1797;  and  ministers  of  that 
denomination  occupied  the  pulpit  occasionally,  in  some  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  members  who  believed  in  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation.  About 
the  time  when  tlie  old  poll  parish  was  dissolved  by  the  separation  of  its  com- 
ponent parts,  the  Universalists  l>egan  to  have  public  services  independently, 
and,  in  the  course  of  time,  they  formed  a  society  and  provided  themselves  with 
a  house  of  worship.  The  society  was  organized  as  the  First  Universalist  Soci- 
ety of  Southbridge,  in  1838.  Money  was  raised  for  maintaining  preaching 
half  the  time,  for  the  ensuing  year.  In  1842,  a  meeting  house  was  erected, 
and  provided  with  a  bell.  Not  less  than  fifteen  ministers  have  supplied  the 
pulpit,  besides  occasional  occupants.  The  first  pastor  was  Rev.  John  Boyden, 
who  remained  three  or  four  years.  The  present  pastor,  who  has  held  the  posi- 
tion several  years,  is  the  Rev.  B.  V.  Stevenson,  who  is  an  earnest  friend  of 
temj^erance,  and  ready  to  co-ojierate  with  others  in  promoting  the  moral  and 
religious  welfare  of  the  community. 

The  first  meeting  to  make  arrangements  for  regular  worship  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  in  Southbridge  was  held  at  the  house  of  Samuel  Seavey,  some  time 
in  1840.  There  were  twelve  persons  present,  seven  of  whom  were  of  Irish 
descent,  and  five  were  Germans  and  French  Canadians.  By  1845  the  number 
of  Catholics  had  increased  to  forty-five.  This  seems  to  have  been  the  begin- 
ning of  the  largo  influx  of  the  foreign-bom  population.    The  Rev.  G.  Fitton 


8M  TOWN  OP  SOUTODRTDGE- 

WHS  tho  first  priest  on  Iho  grouru],  nnless  some  oiio  might  have  been  hero  on 
transient  service.  In  184G  Fatlicr  Lcgan  began  liis  ministry  in  the  place.  Tbo 
present  bouse  of  worship  was  coniplctcd,  and  dedicated  May  1,  185.1.  It 
bears  tho  name  of  St.  Peter,  and  has  the  ca|>acity  to  seat  a  numerous  audience* 
The  church  is  at  present  under  the  pastoral  caroof  Rev.  John  M.  Krcmmon.  ' 

In  1870,  the  French  Catholics  had  become  numerous  enough  to  authorize  tho 
opening  of  a  separate  place  of  worship,  and  accordingly  they  organized  as  a 
society  and  erected  N6tre  Dame  Church.  The  pastor  Js  Rev.  G.  Elz  Brochu. 
The  two  Catholic  churches  stand  near  together,  and  are  conspicuous  from  tlieir 
situation  and  stylo  of  architecture.  They  are  between  tho  two  villages,  and 
therefore  accommodate  th6  population  of  foreign  birth  and  their  native-born 
childre]a,  in  and  near  the  centro  of  tho  town.  Tbo  tract  of  woodland^  which 
formerly  separated  the  two  villages  a  distance  of  nearly  half  a  mile,  is  now 
reduced  to  a  small  and  pleasant  grove,  which  enhances  the  beauty  of  the  sHo 
of  tho  Catholic  churches.  The  population  of  the  town,  by  the  census  of  1875, 
was  five  thousand  seven  hundi*ed  and  forty.  The  number  of  the  foreign-l>om 
was  two  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty.  To  these  must  bo  added  their  ehiU 
dron  who  wcro  born  here.  Deducting  from  the  whole  numl)er  those  of  for- 
eign i)irth  who  arc  Protestants,  there  would  be  left  the  number  of  person's 
whpso  religious  sympathies  aird  connections  are  with  the  Catholic  churches'  in  ' 
tho  tpwn.  The  exact  number  cannot  be  given,  but  the  census  gives  a  signifi- 
cant fact,  which  indicates  what  the  population  is  to  bo  before  many  years.  The 
numl>er  of  mothers  in  Southbridge  m  1875'  was  one  thousand  and  twenty-six. 
Of  these,  four  hundt*cd  and  thirteen  were  native-born,  and  six  hundred  and 
thirteen  were  of  foreign  birth. 

The  Evangelical  Free  Church  was  formed  in  1851.  In  that  year  a  cbmjMny 
of  believers  living  in  Globe  Village  and  vicinity,  to  the  number  of  twenty-one, 
took  measures  for  providing  the  means  of  tho  public  worship  of  God.  In  the 
little  band  were  Gougregationalists,  Baptists,  iMethodists,  Presbyterians  and 
Episcopalians.  They  organized  themselves  into  a  church  of  Christ,  undor  the 
name  of  tho  Evangelical  Free  Church  and  Society.  Their  bond  of  union  was 
a  common  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  love  for  his  service.  The  church 
is  substantially  Congregational  in  polity  or  government,  and  strictly  Evahgd-' 
ical  in  faith,  and  the  pastors  have. been  connected  with  tho  Congregjitionnt 
denomination  from  the  beginning.  Public  worship  was  held  in  Gothio  Hall 
froip  1854  to  1869,  when  the  Hamilton  ^yoolen  Company  placed  at  the  drsposal  ' 
of  the  society  a  Ijcautiful  and  capacious  brick  church.  This  was  dedicated 
July  16,  1869,  and  has  since  then  been  occupied,  freely,  by  a  considerable  con- 
gregation. Tho  following  have  been  the  pastors  in  the  order  of  their  names: 
Bev.r  Messrs.  John  Cunningham,  William-  C.  Whitcorab,  IlarVey  Loomis, 
Thorpas  Morong,  Martin  L.  Richardson,  Austin  Dodge,  Frank  A.  Warfield, 
George  A.  Jackson,  G.  II.  Wilson.  Tho  superintendent  of  tho  S:ibb:ith  school 
is  Mr*.  Charles  Hyde. 
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.  The  oauso  of  education  has  l)cen  well  cared  for  since  the  town  was  incorpor^ 
atcd,  in  181C.  In  that  year,  when  the  number  of  scholars  was  small,  the  sum 
of  $100  was  raised  for  school  purposes.  By  1840  the  sum  had  increased  to 
$1,000.  By  degrees,  the  appropriation  rose  till  1857,  when  $2,000  were  voted 
for  schooling.  In  18G0,  the  sum  was  $3,000;  in  18G8  it  was  $4,500;  and  in 
1870,  $5,500.  A  high  school  was  started  in  1854,  at  small  expense.  In  1855 
the  sum  of  $G00  was  appropriated  for  its  support.  In  18G8  the  sum  raised 
was  $1,200,  and  in  1870,  $1,900,  making  the  total  amount  of  money  devoted 
to  scbopls  in  1870,  $7,400*  By  the  report  of  the  State  Board  of  Education^, 
in  1878,  the  number  of  schools  in  the  town  was  twenty-four;  the  number  of 
different  scholars  in  t]ie  schools  in  the  school  year  1877-8  was  fourteen  hun- 
dred :Mid  two ;  the  schools  were  in  session  eight  months  and  ten  days ;  atid  the  ' 
money  raised  by  taxes,  exclusive  of  cost  for  superintendence  and  printings  was 
$9,780.  The  sum  spent  for  each  child  between  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age 
was  $7,001.  It  should  be  stated  that  a  high  school  was  sustained  by  private 
subscription  from  1841  to  1854,  when  the  town  established  a  high  school 
according  to  the  law.  The  town  was  formerly  divided  into  seven  school  dis- 
tricts ;  but  in  18G8,  at  the  annual. Ililarch  meeting,  it  was  voted  ^  that  the  several 
schopl  districts  in  the  town  of  Southbridge  be  and  they  are  hereby  abolished» 
and  that  the  town  will  henceforth  enter  upon  and  take  possession  of  the  prop^ 
erty  of  the  districts,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  General  Statutes.** 
One  of  the  most  efficient  menus  of  general  education  is  a  good  library.  It 
crowns  all  the  other  means  and  appliances  of  learning.  In  this  regard  the  town  is 
well  .supplied.  The  Southbridge  Public  Library  was  established  by  vote  of  the 
town,  March,  1870,  and  was  opened  for  public  use  Feb.  4,  1871.  At  first  th^ 
books  were  kept  in  Whitford's  Block,  but  on  the  first  of  January,  1>872,  the 
collection  was  removed  to  the  commodious  rooms  designed  especially  for  tbo 
purpose  of  a  library,  and  perpetually  leased  to  the  town  by  Holmes  Ammi- 
down,  Esq.,  of  New  York.  By  conditions  of  the  lease,  the  town  must  raise  • 
$700  3'early,  to  be  expended  for  books  not  partisan  in  politics,  nor  denomina- 
tional or  sectarian  in  religion,  and  mnst  keep  it  open  eight  hours  a  day,  Sun- 
days and  legal  holidays  excepted.  The  library  is  free  to  all  residents  of  the  ' 
town  over  fourteen  years  of  age. 

More  than  seven  thousand  volumes  are  already  in  the  library,  and  freqiicnt 
additions  are  made.  The  number  of  {lamphlets  is  about  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred. A  reading-room,  formerly  supported  by  private  subscription,  but  now 
free,  is  connected  with  the  library  in  an  adjoining  room,  and  a  museum  has 
been  established  by  the  generous  gifts  of  Mr.  Ammidown.  The  hours  for  the 
delivery  of  books  are  from  ten  to  twelve  a.m.,  two  to  five  and  six  to  nine  p.  M. 
The  library  committee  is  composed  of  the  following  gentlemen:  George  H. 
Mellen,  Manning  Leonard,  G.O.  Bulfinch,  J.  Harrington,  W.  K.  Paton,  S.  P. 
Irwin,  Jr.,  William  Ilalloran,  Joseph  Jaggar.  The  first  named  is  chairamn 
and  the  second  is  secretary  of  the  committee.     Miss  A.  Jeannette  Comins  & 
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the  lihrartaD.  A  remark  inserted  here  may,  i>crhap8,  hoYo  a  good  result.  It 
is  that  the  value  of  the  library  may  bo  greatly  increased  by  the  additioB  of 
pamphlets,  maps,  charts  and  plans  of  buildings,  cemeteries,  parks,  and  towns. 
As  these  articles  are  rarely  taken  out  of  a*  Itbniry,  their  usefulness  is  over- 

•  looked ;  but,  for  all  historical  and  biographical  puqioscs,  pamphlets  and  6ics  of 
newspapers  and  magazines  are  invaluable.  Instead  of  being  sent  to  the  paper- 
mill,  these  publications  should  bo  stored  in  the  public  library. 

Besides  the  public  library,  there  is  a  largo  numlier  of  books  in  constant  cir- 
culation which  are  connected  with  the- various  Snbbath  schools.  The  libnury  in 
Globe  Village  has  l>een  referred  to  in  another  place. 

The  press  stands  in  close  i*elation  with  schools  and  libraries  as  an  educating 
force.  The -town  is  flooded  with  periodicals  of  every  kind,  but  reference  is 
now  had  to  the  papers  which  have  been^or  are  now  publir^hcd  in  Southbridgc. 
The  first  |>aiier  published  in  Iho  town  was  the  ^  Reformer  and  Moralist,**  Iho 
first  number  of  which  was  issued  on  the  fir:»t  Thursday  of  January,  1828. 
Pierpont  Edwards  B^  Botham  was  solo  proprietor  and  editor.    It  was,  among 

'  other 'things,  an  advocate  of  total  abstinence  from-  intoxicating  drinks.  After 
the  first  year  the  name  was  changed  to  the  **  Moralist  and  General  Intelli- 
gencer.'* In  the  spring  of  1829  the  materials  of  the  printing  office  were 
ibought  by  Josiah  Snow,  who  started  a  paper  tiamcd  the  **  Southbridgc  Regis- 
ter.'' Tho  next  owners  of  the  property  were  ^Milton  Joslin  and  Edwin  D. 
Tifiany ,  who  started  the  "  Village  Courier,"  Feb.  7,  1832.  The  other  papers, 
Jt  will  bo  understood,  had  l>ecn  discontinued.  Tho  **  Village  Courier'*  was 
designed  to  be  neutral  in  politics,  but,  as  Mr.  Tiflfany  was  a  Whig  and  an 
ardent  supporter  of  Henry  Clay  for  tho  Presidency,  ho  bought  out  the  interest 
of  his  partner  and  made  tho  paper  a  stanch  supporter  of  Mr.  Clay.  This 
movement  led  to  tho  starting  of  another  newspaper^  Sept.  1,  1832^  which 
was* called  tho  '*True  Republican,"  and  advocated  tho  measut'cs  of  Gen.  Jack* 
son,  who  was  then  in  the  Presidential  chair.     Both  of  the  above  had  a  short 

'  lease  of  life. 

Tho  "Ladies'  Mirror,"  a* literary  paper,  was  published  a  littloroverone  yeiar. 
Tho  fii*st  numl)er  was  issued  Aug.- 28,  1830.  Each  number  contained  eight 
pages  of  nine  by  eleven  inches.     G.  W.  II.  Fitko  was  connected  with  the 

""ptiblishing  dcpaitment,  and  during  part  of  the  time  W.  N.  Sherman  was  tiio 

'  editor^  From  this  time  about  twenty  years  passed  li'jforo  another  publication 
was  stalled  in  the  town.  Nino  nomljers  of  the  '^ Sou thbridgo  Press"  were 
issued  in  tho  autumn  of  1853,  when  it  ceased  to  apiicar.  Sidney  Clark  started 
a  paper  of  the  same  name  Jan.  10,  1854;  and,  in  tho  following  June,  Clark 
JilUon,  tho  editor,  became  joint  proprietor,  and  continued  in  tho  connection 
till  near  tho  close  of  1855.  E.  A.  Denney  took  tho  paper  from  Mr.  Clark  in 
tho  latter  part  of  1857,  and  published  it  about  ono  year.  Tho  •*  Saturday 
Morning  News*'  had  a  short  run  in  1859.  This  w.is  f^/llowed  in  1860  by. the 
•'Q'Hnebaug  Item."  .       . 
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The  ^  Sou thbridge  Journal "  superceded  the  abovo  paper  in.  18G1,  and  was 
issued  by  Henry  C.  Gray  until  Aug.  17,  18G8.  William  B.  Motso  became 
proprietor  and  editor,  Aug,  17,  and  conducted  the  business  till  December, 
1871,  when  George  M.  Wbitakcr  became  his  associate.  More  recently,  the 
paper  hiis  passed  into  the  hands  of  ]^Ir.  Wbitakcr  as  editor  and  proprietor. 
The  paper  has  a  largo  circulation  in  Southbridgc  and  the  adjoining  towns,  and 
a  good  advertising  business.  As  a  local  paper,  it  ranks  among  the  best,  and 
its  influence  in  favor  of  education,  temperance,  and  good  morals  is  outspukea 
and  decided.  One  feature  of  the  **  Journal ''  is  worthy  of  notice  and  imitation. 
The  editor  is  fond  of  historical  studies,  and  gathers  much  material  for  local 
history  into  his  columns.  Lately  the  "Journal  **  has  contained  a  record  of 
birtbs,  deaths  and  marriages  in  one  or  more  of  the  towns  in  South-  Worcester. 
If  this  should  l>e  continued,  the  paper  would  become  a  desideratum  in  all  our 
libraries  and  historical  society  collections.  The  columns  of  the  "  Journal  *• 
have  essentially  aided  in  the  preparation  of  this  sketch. 

In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion,  Southbridge  bore  an  honorable  part,  with  the 
expenditure  of  much  money,  and  the  loss  of  many  valuable  lives.  But  the 
town  increased  in  population  and  valuation  during  the  war.  In  18G0  the. popu- 
lation was  3,575;  in  18G5  it  was  4,131.  The  valuation  was  $1,304,835  in 
1860,  and  in  1865  it  was  $1,696,264.  The  selectmen,  during  these  eventful 
years,  were  Verncy  Fiske,  Adulj^hus  Merriam,  Malcolm  Ammidowh,  James 
.  Gleasdn,  Gayton  Ballard,  Henry  C.  Ammidown,  William  C.  Stcadman,  Man- 
ning Leonard,  and  John  O.  McKinstry.  The  town  clerk  was  Daniel  F.  Bacon. 
Samuel  M.  Lane  was  treasurer  in  the  years  1861-64,  and  Daniel  F.  Bacon  in 
1865. 

-The  first  town  meeting,  legally  called  to  concert  measures  in  aid  of  the 
Government  against  the  Hcbellion,  was  held  May  6,  when  the  sum  of  $8,000 
was  appropriated  for  raising  and  equipping  a  military  company,  and  for  the 
support  of  the  families  of  those  who  might  enter  the  service.  The  selectmen, 
with  the  addition  of  William  Bcecher,  J.  O.  McKinstry,  John  Edwards^ iind 
C.  A.  Dresser,  were  chosen  a  committee  to  take  charge  of  the  appropriation, 
and  expend  it  ''according  to  their  best  discretion."  This  committee  were 
authorized  to  pay  for  each  volunteer,  who  resided  in  the  town,  a  dollar  and  a 
half  each  week  to  the  wife,  and  half  a  dollar  to  each  child  under  twelve  ^'cars 
of  age,  during  the  term  of  the  volunteer's  active  service.  The  comhiittce  were 
aUo  to  pay  to  each  enlisted  man  eight  dollars  a  month** while  in  active  service, 
and  fifty  cents  for  each  half  day  spent"  in  preliminary  drilling.  On  the  7th  of 
October,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  pay  State  aid  to  the  families  of  sol* 
diers,  as  provided  by  a  law  passed  at  the  extra  session  of  (he  Legislature. 

In  1862,  July  1,  the  following  resolutions,  offered  by  lion.  E.  L.  Ammi* 

down,  were  passed  by  the  town  :  — 

» 
^1.  That  the  trcaj^arer  be  authorized  to  borrow  the  sum  of  64,000  to  pay  soldliri, 

and  the  interest  on  the  money  borrowed,  giving  to  each  soldier,  not  to  exceed  tbiffy-^ 
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eight,  the  siim  of  $100 ;  said  bouDt}'  to  be  paid  to  each  eoldier  whea  mastered  into  tlie 
mUitarr  service  for  three  years,  and  credited  to  the  qaota  of  the  town. 

**  2.  That  the  town  elerk  be  requested  to  obtain  the  names  of  volunteers  who  belong 
to  Sdulhbridge,  and  are  mustered  into  the  United  States  service,  and  enter  the  same, 
on  the  Bccords  of  the  town.** 

In  August  the  treasurer  was  authorized  to  borrow  $6,000  for  tbe.paynient  of 
a  bounty  of  $100  to  each  voluuteer,  to  the  number  of  sixty,  who  should  eultst 
in  n  nine  months'  regiment,  and  bo  credited  to  tho  quota  of  the  town. 

In  1863,  January  5,  tho  trQusurcr  was  authorized  to  borrow  $2,500  for  tbo 
payment  of  bounties  to  vo1nntecr8,  and  the  expense  of  enlisting  the  same.  Iii 
Sc[)tcmbcr  it  was  voted  to  pay  State  aid  to  the  families  of  drafted  men  as  well 
OS  the  families  of  volunteers ;  and  in  November  money  was  appropriated  to  pay 
State  aid.  to  tho  familic^s  of  men  who  had  .dicdx>r  become  disabled  in  the  mili* 
tary  service.  In  1864,  April  4,  $4,200  moro  were  appropriated  for  military 
purposes.  June  20  the  bounty  to  volunteers  for  three  years'  service  was  fixed 
at  $125V  and  ^^^  selectmen  were  authorized  **to  set  apart  a  suitable  plot  of 
giDun'd  in  the  public  cemetery  for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  tho  soldiers  . 
of  Southbridge  who  had  died,  or  might  thereafter  die,  in  tho  service  of  their 
country  during  the  war."  And  in  18G6,  March  6,  the  sum  of  $3,500  was  raised; 
to 'refund  to  persons  who  had  t?aid  money  ^  upon  subscriptions  used  for  recruit* 
ing  purposes." 

Tho  ntimber  of  men  furnished  liy  the  town  for  the  war  was  four  hundred, 
which  was  nineteen  above  all  demands.  Four  wore  commissioned  officers. 
Tho  amount  of  money  expended  by  tho  town  on  account  of  tho  war,  exclusive 
of  State  aid,  was  $17,313.65.  The  amount  of  money  paid  by. the  town  for  ^ 
State  hid  was,  during  the  war,  $18,367.98.  Individuals  voluntarily  contributed  . 
$5,757,  which  was  not  refunded  by  the  town.  The  ladies  worked  with 
increased  interest  until  there  was  no  further  call  for  supplies.  The  Soldiers' 
Aid  Society  sent  mobey  and  other  contributions  to  tho  amount  of  nearly 
$1,200.     The  total  of  all  these  sums  is  $43,647.63. 

The  Auditing  Conimiltee  for  the  year  1866  reported  in  the  words  followinjg, 
referring  to  the  list  of  soldiers  on  the  quota  of  the  town  :  — 

*V|.  It  i^  indeed  a  liloll  of  Honor,  to  which  we  shall  be  proud  to  refer  as  oar  attesta- 
tion of  the  lojaltj*  and  devotion  of  our  people  to  the  Union  of  the  States,  and  the  cause  - 
cf  republican  liberty.  There  are  among  them  few  of  rank,  but  all  are  of  honor,  save  in 
one  or  two  instanees,  and  served  their  country  well  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  the  war; 
and 'we  desire  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  fallen  and  the  title  of  the  living  braves, 
by  inscribing  their  names  upon  our  public  Records  as  part  of  our  debt  of  gratitude  to  . 
them." 

Returning  to  tho  business  department  of  this  sketch,  spmo  of  tho  moro 
recently-formed  companies  will  be  mentioned.  Tho  Litchfield  Shuttle  Com- 
pany was  incorporated  in  1868  wit^h  a  capital  of  $21,000.  The  president  is 
F.  C.  Litchfield ;'  treasurer,  L.  U.  Litchfield;  clerk,  P.  T.  Litchfield.     Tho 
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con^pany  is  doing  consklcrablo  business.  The  Soiithbridge  Bufton  Company/ 
for  manufacturing  buttons  out  of  vegetable  ivory,  is  a  recent  ijnterprisc.  The 
Mutual  Gas-Light  Company  was  incorporated  in  1870.  The  president  is 
William  C.  Barnes ;  secretary,  F.  E.  Edwards ;  treasurer,  S.  S.  Perry.  Sb.oe- 
knives  are  made  by  T.  Harrington  and  S.  Richards.  i 

The  Sonthbridge  National  Bank  was  incorporated  in  1836,  and  reorganized 
in  1865.  Its  capital  is  $150,000.  President,  Jacob  Edwards;  cashier,  F.  L. 
Chapin.  The  Sonthbridge  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated  in  1848.  The 
president  is  John  P.  Stodman  ;  treasurer,  Samuel  M.  Lane ;  secretary,  Manning 
Leonard. 

There  are  two  Masonic  lodges,  viz.,  the  Quinebaug  Lodge,  F.  and  A.  M., 
and  Doric  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. 

The  Southbridgc  Lodge,  No.  47, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  meets  weekly  at  Odd  Follows* 
Hall.  . 

Here  follow  the  names  of  several  societies  :• — 1.  A.  O.  of  H.,^  organi^eed  Jn 
1873.  The  initials  stand  for  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians.  The  name  indi- 
eatcs  its  nationality  of  birth.  2.  The  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society,  who^e  mem- 
bers  are  of  French  or  Canadian  extraction.  3.  The  Golden  Rule. Temple  of. 
Honor,  No.  40.  It  meets  every  Monday  evening.  4.  The  (rood  Samaritan 
Club.      ■ 

For  the  cultivation  of  music,  there  are  the  Mechanics*  Band, CO.SIarcy, 
leader;  the  Globe  Village  Band,  or  Bande  Nationale;  and  the  Mozart  Club, 
president,  P.  T.  Litchfield ;  directress,  Mrs.  II.  N.  Carpenter. 

The  C.  A.  Dresser  House,  J.  F.  Parker,  proprietor,  is  a  new,  spacious  and 
well-furnishcd  hotel,  with  all  modern  conveniences  for  the  comfort,  of  guests. 
The  Globe  Villnge  House  has  a  good  reputation. 

The  fire  department  has  two  steamers,  two  engine  companies,  two  hose  com- 
panies, and  two  hook-nnd-ladder  companies.  The  chief  engineer  is  Pliny  M. 
Clark  ;  first  assistant,  William  C.  Barnes ;  second  assistant,  Paul  J.  Whalen. 

The  school  committee  are  E.  M.  Phillips,  chairman ;  Bev.  B.  Y.  Stevenson, 
James  M.  Amm  down,  secretary.  They  have  eighteen  schools  undpr  their 
charge,  and  twontv-foitr  teachers.  There  is  a  high  school,  George  IL  Melleii, 
principal;  twogramm.ir  schools,  thix^e  intermediate  schools,  and  twelve  primary 
schools.     Besides  thcso,  there  are  five  mixed  schools,  so  called. 

The  First  District  Court  of  Southern  Worcester  holds  a  session  for  criminal 
business  on  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Fri<1ay  of  each  week ;  for  civil  business, 
on  every  Monday  of  each  week,  in  the  court-ro()m  in  Ammidawn  Block.  Tlio 
standing  justice  is  Hon.  Clark  Jillson,  of  Worcester;  the  first  special  justice  in 
Frederick  W.  Botham,  Esq. ;  the  second  is  W.  H.  Davis,  Esq. 

The  following  professional  men  are  now  in  practice.  The  lawyers  are  lion. 
A.  J.  Bartholomew  and  F.  W.  Botham  and  J.  M.  Cochran,  E<qs.  The  physicians 
are  L.  W.  Curtis,  S.  C.  Ilartwell,  G.  G.  Bulfinch,  Theophile  Belangcr,  H.  D. 
West,  and  F.  Gautbier. 
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Tbo  iiicrciiso  of  Southbridge  in  population,  irealtli  and  busincds,  h  shown  by 
tho  following  statements.  Tbo  population  of  tho  town  in  1820,  when  its  first 
census  was  taken,  was  one  thousand  and  sixty«six  ;  in  18jO,  tifothousaud  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-four ;  in  1870,  fivo  thousand  two  hundred  and  eiglit ;  by 
State  ecnsus  in  1875,  (ivo  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty.  Tho  valuatitm 
in  1875  liad  risen  to  $2,946,351.  Tho  yearly  agricultural  products  of  tho  t>j%vu 
nmtuinted  to  the  value  of  $160,998.  The  capital  invo:3ted  in  mmuractures  in 
1875  was  $3,476,788;  the  tutal  yearly  wages  were  $921,389;  tho  stock  used 
in  manufactures  was  valued  at  $1,234,914;  and  the  value  of  goodi  made  and 
work  done  was  $3,509,438.  According  to  a  statement  recently  widely  cir- 
culated, there  were  in  Southbridge,  twelve  years  ago,  **  thirty-five  various 
manufacturing  enter|>rises,  employing  about  fifteen  hundred  people.  To-day 
these  enter[)riscs  ai*e  more  than  doubled,  being  in  all  eighty-two,**  with  ti 
largely  increased  capital.  ^  The  number  employed  U  now  over  two  thousand, 
and  all  thabusil^ess  enterprises  in  the  town  afo  s<e/idi1y  enlarging  their  c:ipacity 
and  productionsC'*-*Xhe  valuations  in  thb  centre  pf  business  have  increased 
many  i^drl^jtbin  a  ^ew  years,  notwithstanding  ^he  return  to  the  standard  of 
gold.  ^l^^T^y>^^.>^>*  and  five  story  brick  blocks  haVe  been  built,^  U»re(f ^of  them 
last  yfeir.  ;c  JP  the  yQJu:fiu;l878;^9j.  Cfty4bur  brick  storesi'^tetiements  iiii  dwell- 
ings^hAfS  been  erected!- ^he  central  part  of  the  town  is  fast  taking^ on  the 
appeai^n;pe  j[)f  a  city*  This  is  owing  to  the  ni\^mber,  sfze,  style  xi^  finish 
of  t|;Kiil(>rin^pa*t*libpding3i  iii^^^  the  ehurchbarv  *  fT 

A  fow  biogrAphiiial  notes  wiH -fitly  clc»c^tho»  preceding  sketchV  Py  way  of 
introductioiu  it/tlW*'*®  ^^^  that  .thp  lpadiug.bu.siness^^jwcn  of  Sbijithbridge, 
duriilg^tucrTOSC  sixty  ()if  seventy  years,  have  been  men  o£  lafge.^.qai^acity,  and 
great  poier  to  <it^t  flcfiiwtci  reslilisv*^  Jheir  names  would  forma  loiig  list,  and 
any  adequate  account  "of  their  enterprise  ahJ  achievements  would  till  a  volume 
of  respectable  size.  The  names  of  Marcy,  Sumner,  Dresser,  Ammidown,  Wol- 
cott,  Plimpton,  Edwards,  Botham,  Mason,  Paige,  and  their  compeers  api)ear 
on  every  page  of  the  town's  annals,  and  a  large  part  of  its  prosi>erity  in  tho  past 
and  the  present  is  due  to  them.  Doubtless  some  future  historian  of  South- 
bridge  will  detail  at  length  their  career  as  men  of  foresight  and  practical  ability, 
and  celebrate  their  virtues.  In  this  place  only  a  few  of  those  who  have  passed 
from  earthly  scenes  will  claim  our  attention. 

The  name  of  Marcy  has  long  been  favorably  known  in  Sturbridge,  Charlton, 
and  the  neighboring  towns.  The  two  Jedediah  Marcys,  father  and  son,  were 
men  of  clear  heads  and  strong  purpose,  and  the  latter,  especially,  left  his  mark 
upon  the  early  history  of  Southbridge.  But  his  son,  the  Hon.  William  Learned 
Marcy,  became  the  most  distinguished  of  the  family,  and  of  all  the  sons  of  his 
native  place.  lie  was  born  in  Sturbridge,  as  the  lines  then  ran,  but  in  that 
part  which  is  now  in  Southbridge,  and  therefore  may  be  fairly  claimed  as  part 
of  the  intellectual  product  of  the  town.  He  was  born  Dec.  12,  178G,  and  died 
at  Balston  Spa,  New  York,  Jidy  4,  1857.     Educated  in  the  schools  of  his 
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nativo  district,  and  in  the  academics  at  Leicester  and  at  Woodstock,  Conu., 
he  entered  Brown  University,  and,  maintaining  the  rank  ofu  good  scholar,  was 
graduated  with  distinction  in  1808,  at  the  ago  of  twenty-two  years.  He  studied 
law,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he  followed  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  In  the  war  of  1812-15,  he  entered  the  military  service  as 
lieutenant,  his  company  having  voUmtcercd  for  the  purpose  of  defending  the 
country  on  the  uorlhern  frontiers.  lie  served  with  spirit  and  efiect  till  tho 
close  of  the  war.  The  posts  he  filled  in  his  public  life  can  only  be  enumerated, 
lie  began  official  life  as  Recorder  of  Troy.  Next  he  became  the  editor  of  "  The 
Troy  Budget."  In  1821  ho  was  appointed  adjutant-general,  and  in  1823  be 
was  elected  comptroller  of  the  State  by  the  Legislature.  As  a  politician  he  was 
a  loading  member  of  the  **  Albany  Regency,*'  so  styled,  who  controlled  the 
policy  of  the  Republican  or  Democratic  party,  as  parties  then  were  named.  Mr. 
Marcy  helped  to  give  the  vote  of  the  State  to  Gen.  Jackson.  In  1829  ho 
became  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  lie  was  elected 
United  States  Senator,  Feb.  1,  1831,  as  a  supporter  of  Gen.  Jackson,  and 
8|>ecial  friend  of  ^lartin  Van  Buren.  In  1832  he  was  chosen  Governor  of 
the  State  of  New  York.  He  was  re-elected  in  1834,  and  again  in  183fi,  but  in 
1838  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Seward.  During  the  administnition  of  President 
Polk,  1845-9,  Mr.  Marcy  was  Secretary  of  War,  and  exhibited  great  elHciency 
in  conducting  the  affairs  of  his  department  in  the  war  with  Mexico.  When 
Franklin  Pierce  entered  on  his  Presidential  term,  1853-7,  Mr.  Marcy  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  State  Department.  The  duties  of  his  office  were 
conducted  with  great  ability.  His  term  of  office  closed  on  the  fourth  of  March, 
1857,  and  just  four  months  later  his  eventful  life  terminated  in  sudden  death 
while  he  was  engaged  in  reading.  He  is  described  as  a  person  above  the 
ordinary  height,  stout  and  muscular,  with  forehead,  fsvce  and  eyes  indicating  a 
man  of  ability. 

Rev.  Eber  Carpenter,  who  was  pjistor  of  the  Congregational  Church  nearly 
twenty-nine  }'ears,  from  1835  till  18G4,  was  born  in  Vernon,  Conn.,  June  24, 
1800.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  ability,  of  great  industry  and  fidelity  in 
his  sacred  calling,  and  of  deep  and  sincere  piet}'.  Tho  influence  of  such  a 
man,  as  a  public-spirited  citizen  and  an  ardent  friend  of  the  education  of 
the  young,  as  well  as  a  devoted  parish  minister,  was  great,  and  in  many  ways 
beneficial. 

Among  the  more  distinguished  men  who  have  ministered  to  the  Baptist 
Church  are  the  Rev.  Sewall  L.  Cutting,  D.  D.,  and  the  Rev.  Oakman  S.  Stearns, 
D.  D.  Mr.  Cutting  is  a  native  of  Windsor,  Vt.,  where  he  was  born  Jan.  13, 
1813.  He  was  educated  at  Waterville  (Me.)  College  and  the  University  of 
Vermont,  graduating  at  the  latter  in  1835.  His  cdma  mater  honored  him  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  in  the  year  1859.  After  a  brief  pastorate  iu 
West  Uoylston,he  was  installed  over  the  Baptist  Church  in  Southbridge,  Sept. 
25,  1839.     After  a  service  of  eight  years  in  this  place,  bo  became  editor  of  the 
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^  New  York  Recorder,**  a  ilenomiuatiooal  paper  of  ability  and  influence.  In 
1850  he  woe  chosen  corresponding  secretary  of  the  American  and  Fofeiga 
Bible  Society.  His  editorial  connection  with  the  **  Watelimm  and  Uefloetor*'* 
of  Boston,  was  continued  from  1851  to  1853.  At  the  same  time  be  was  i>rinci« 
pal  editor  of  the  **  Christian  Bcvicw,"  an  able  and  learned  quarterly.  In  1853 
be  again  became  connected  with  the  "*  New  York  Recorder.'*  Two  years  later, 
1855,  he  was  appointed  professor  of  rhetoric  and  history  in  the  Untycrsity  of 
Rbchcster,  where  ho  remained  al)out  twclre  years.  In  the  later  years  of  his 
active  life.  Dr.  Cutting  has  been  engaged  in  promoting  the  education  of  a 
learned  ministry  to  enter  upon  their  ^  profession  among  the  churches  of  tho 
Baptist  faith." 

Prof.  Stearns,. son  of  Bev.  Silas  Stearns,  for  thirty  years  pastor  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Bath,JiIc.,  was  born  in  that  place  Oct.  20,  1817.  lie  was  a 
graduate  of  Watei^ille  College  iu  1840,  and  of  Newton  Theological  Iiistituto 
in  184C.  In  1847  he  became  pastor  of  the  church  in  Southbridge,  arid  remained 
IQ  that  position  until  May  80, 1854,  when  ho  was  dismissed,  at  his  own  request, 
on  account  of  the  failure  of  his  heaUh.  After  trying  the  climate  of  New  Jer- 
sey and  finding  no  benefit,  ho  accepted  a  call  to  tho  Baptist  Church  at  Newton^ 
in  1855,  and  continued  to  IalK>r  iu  that  position  ^  with  great  harmony  ahd  success 
until  he  accepted  the  professorship  of  biblical  literature  in  Newton  Theologiciti 
Institute  in  June,  1869." 

The  Hon.  Ebeneser  D.  Ammidown,  born  Nov.  18, 179C,  is  said  to  have  been 
**  eminently  the  leading  man  in  Southbrldge  and  vicinity  in  publi<5  improve- 
mcut^.**  He  was  one  of  those  sagacious  men  who  comprehend  the  influence  of 
roads,  whether  highways  or  railroads,  in  promoting  all  tho  interests  of  a  com- 
munity, whether  material  or  intellectual  and  moral.  At  one  time  ho  **was 
openitiug  all  the  cotton*milU  in  the  vicinity,  as  the  Dresser  or  Paige  Mill,  the 
Westville  Mill,  the  Columbian  and  Iho  Central  Company  Mills.**  As  a  com- 
missioner and  president  of  a  railroad,  as  a  county  commissioner,  as  a  magis- 
trate, a  senatbr,  and  representative,  ho  conducted  with  great  ability  and  sound 
judgment.  The  late  Uon.  Linus  Child  writes  as  follows:  **IIe  was  a  man  of 
great  natural  talent  and  energy,  and  to  whatever  business'  6r  employment  he' 
applied  himself  he  always  exhibited  great  clearness  of  perception,  comprehen- 
siveness of  views,  and  a  capacity  to  appreciate  at  a  glance  the  true  bearings  of 
any  subject  to  which  he  gave  bis  attention.  In  these  particulars  he  was  rarely 
excelled  or  even  equalled." 

The  Hon.  Linus  Child  resided  in  Southbridgo  many  years  in  the  maturity  of 
his  noble  manhood.  He  was  born  in  AYoodstock,  Conn.,  near  the  State  line, 
in  1802,  February  27,  and  obtained  his  preparatory  education  under  the  tuition 
of  Rev.  Samuel  Backus,  East  Woodstock,  and  at  Bacon  Academy  at  Colchester. 
After  finishing  the  prescribed  course  of  study,  ho  was  graduated  at  Yale  Col- 
lego  in  1824.  Having  spent  two  or  three  years  in  the  study  of  the  law,  he 
settled  iu  Southbridgo  and  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession.     Here  he 
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remained  eighteen  years,  when,  in  1845,  be  removed  to  Lowell  to  become ''the 
Agent  of  the  large  corporation  styled  the  "  Boott  Mills.^  It  is  not  needful  to 
follow  the  remaining  years  of  his  life,  except  to  say  that  he  occupied  the  posi- 
tion of  an  eminent  and  useful  Christian  citizen  till  his  decease  in  1870.  But 
while  he  resided  in  Southbridge  his  coui-se  was  steadily  upward  till  he  became 
one  of  the  most  prominent  and  respected  men  in  the  comity.  His  business  as 
a  lawyer  was  extensive,  and  he  rarely  lost  a  cause  in  court.  Six  times  was  bo 
elected  to  the  office  of  State  Senator  from  Worcester  County  on  a  general 
ticket,  bc*foi*e  the  county  was  divided  int3  senatorial  districts.  As  a  religious 
man,  he  was  not  only  exemplary  in  private  life,  but  feIt'i>rofonnd  interest  in  all 
the  great  benevolent  enterprises  of  the  day.  The  cause  of  missions,  as  repife* 
scnted  by  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,-  was 
.cspechilly  dear  to  his  heart. 

In  the  "  Historical  Collections,**  two  interesting  volumes  written  by  Mir. 
Holmes  Ammidown,  merchant,  of  New  York,  honorable  mehti'on  is  made  of 
several  prominent  men  in  the  annals  of  Southbridgo.  One  of  these  was  Alosies 
Plimpton,  who  was  equalled  by  few  for  business  capacity.  It  is  said  of  btm 
that  few,  if  any^  exerted  a  greater  or  more  beneficial  influence  in  the  town; 
^To  the  cause  of  temperance,  schools,  lyceums,  religion,  and  in  fact  to  all 
pbjects  the  design  of  which  was.the  elevation  of  the  people  and  society  about 
him,  he  gave  his  attention  and  active  support.**  •  -     I 

In  appropriate  terms,  Mr.  Ammidown  celebrated  the  character  and  doed^  of 
Timothy  Paige,  Jr.,  Esq*,  James  "Wolcott,  Esq.,  •  CoL  Otis  Ammidown, 
Frederick  W.  Bottom,  Esq.,.  and  Drs.  Jacob  Corey  and  Samuel  HartWcIl; 
physicians  of  great  skill  And  extensive  practice.  The  limits  of  tbis  sketcb 
preclude  a  more  extended  notice  of  these  and  other  men  of  energy  and  pdblic 
spirit,  of  whom  the  town  of  Southbridge  appears  to  have  possessed  an  unusual 
Qumber.    , 

.In  preparing  the  preceding  sketch,  information  has  been  derived  from  Man- 
ning l^onard,  Esq.,  Dea.  Samuel  Lane  and  Mr.  Charles  Hyde.  The  histories 
of  Davis  and  Ammidown,  and  the  columns  of  theT Southbridge  Journal** 
furnished  valuable  aid. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

ORIGINAL  GRA5T  ASl>  INCORPORATION?  —  BOC.VDARIES  AND  TOPOORAPnr  — 
NATURAL  FEATURES,  LAKES  AND  STREAMS  —  EARLY  SETTLEMENTS  —  POPU- 
LATION—  TOWN    BUSINESS  —  SCHOOLS  —  TOWN    llOUSE — PUBLIC    LIBRARY 

MUSEUM  —  FIRE    DEPAIIT3IENT  —  PUBLIC     IMPROVEMENTS — WAYS     AND    CON- 
VEYANCES —  HOUSES   OP  ENTERTAINMENT —  ANTIQUITIES  -^  POST-OFFICE,  , 

'  TnE  Indian  grant  to  Ibo  proprietors  of  tho  town  of  Leicester  was  confirmed 
by  the  General  Court  upon  the  condition  that  within  seven  years*  time  fifty 
families^  bhould  scttlo  on  part  of  said  land-.  To  accomplish  this  the'  proprietors 
sold  the  eastern  portion  of  tho  grant  to  actual  settlers,  and  reserved  the  western 
portion  for  themselves.  The  town  thus  became  early  divided  into  tho  ^  settlers' 
j>artv**  which  constitutes  Leicester,  and  the  "proprietors*  part,*  now  Spencer. 
The  natural  result  of  this  mode  of  settlement  was*  that  the  few  who  had  pur* 
chased  land  in  the  "proprietors' part ^  had  to  bear  tho  full  proportion  of  all- 
taxes,  while  thosa  in  the  "seltlcrd'  part^  enjoyed  all  tho  licuelits  of  church, 
school,  and  improvements.  Tho  western  part  soon  beoame  dissatisfied  with 
this  arrangement,  and  in  1736  petitioned  (bo  General  Court  "that  tlie  tax  of 
one  penny  per  acre  laid  on  the  proprietors  of  the  westerly  part  of  Leicester 
might  bo  applied  towards  the  support  of  preaching  in  that  part  of  tho  Town." 
Throjiigh  some  informality  the  petition  was  not  acted  upon,  and  nothing  further 
wa^  done  until  1741,  when  the  wcatern  portion  requested  tho  town  that  they 
mi^rht  be  "set  off."  The  vote  was  in  tho  affirmative,  and  a  committee  was 
chosen  to  secure  tho  necessary  legislation.  A  bill  for  that  purpose  was  passed 
by  the  General  Court,  but  was  vetoed  by  Gov.  Shirley  for  the  reason  that 
it  would  increase  the  number  of  representatives.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
westerly  part,  however,  did  not  despair,  but  employed  John  Ormes  as  agent 
in  their  behalf,  to  petition  to  bo  made  a  distinct  town,  or  otherwise,  to 
be  a  parish.  Ho  presented  a  petition  to  tho  General  Court  May  30,  1744, 
asking  that  the  westerly  pnrt  of  Leicester  might  bo  made  a  precinct.  .The 
petition  was  granted  and  ^'the  second  precinct  of  the  town  of  Leicester"  Wiis 
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incorporated  July  18,  1744.  In  1740,  because  the  selectmen  refused  to  lay 
out  town  roads  in  the  west  parish,  application  was  made  to  the  Court  of  Sessions 
at  Worcester  to  laj'thcm  out.  A  compromise  was  effected,  but  the  town  cboso 
a  committee  to  petition  the  General  Court  to  set  off  the  west  p.irf'intoa 
distinct  and  separate  town."  The  ImII  was  passed  by  the  General  Court,  but 
was  vetoed  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Spencer  Phips,  Gov.  Shirley  being  in  England. 
The  reason  of  the  veto  was  simihir  to  the  former  one,  that  the  number  of 
repi'esentativcs  would  bo  increased^ "  Three  years  later,  at  a  parish  meeting 
held  March  6,  1753,  Benjamin  .lohnson,  John  White,  and  John  Worster  were 
chosen  a  committee  to  make  one  more  effort  to  secure  incorporation  as  a  town, 
and  they  secured  the  passage  of  an  act  entitled  **  An  act  for  erecting  the  second 
precinct  in  the  town  of  Leicester  into  a  separate  district."  The  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  — 

^^  Be  it  enacted  h^  the  Lieutenant'Govemor^  Council^  and  Souse  of  Representatives^ 

^'  That  the  second,  precinct  of  Leicester,  boonding  north  on  the  town  of  Rutland, 
easterly  on  the  First  Parish  in  Leicester,  southerly  on  land  called  the  Country  Gore, 
westerly  on  the  town  of  Brook6cld,  be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  separate  and  distiDCt 
district  by  the  name  of  Spedcer,  and  that  the  said  district  be  invested  with  all  the 
powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  that  towns  In  this  province  by  law  do  or  may  enjoy, 
that  of  sending  a  representative  to  the  General  Assembly  onlj;  excepted.".. 

It  was  further  provided  that  the  district  might  join  with  the  town  of  Leices- 
ter in  choosing  a  representative,  and  the  district,  clerk  was  to  be  notified  of  all 
meetings  for  that  purpose.  The  act  passed  the  House  and  Council  April' 8^' 
1753,  and  was  approved  by  Lieut.  Gov.  Spencer  Phips  April  12.  While  tbis 
act  did  not  erect  a  separate  town  in  name,  yet  it  did  to  all  intents  and  purpo^S^^ 
and  it  is  the  only  act  of  incorporation  that  Sponoer  ever  had.  Tho  title  of 
district  wasjused  until  July  17,  1775,  when  a  meeting  of  the  district,  acting 
upon  tho  following  w^rrant,-^ 

"  Whereas  the  Selectmen  of  Spencer  have  received  a  precept  from  the  Provindal 
Congress  containing  a  resolve  of  the  Honorable  Continental  Congress  recommending 
to  form  government  as  near  the  spirit  and  substance  of  the  charter  as  maj-  be  and  alsd 
containing  a  request  from  the  Provincial  Congress  to  cause  the  inhabitants  of  the'DI^ 
trict  of  Spencer,  who  are  qualified  agreeable  to  the  charter  aforesaid  to  vote  for  a  repre- 
sentative to  set  in  the  Great  and  General  Conrt  or  Assembly  of  this -colony,  to  be' 
assiemblcd  for  to  elect  and  depute  one  or  more  person  or  pei*sons  to  represent  them  in  a 
Great  and  General  Court  to  be  convened  and  held  at  Watertown  on  Wednesday  the- 
nineteenth  da}*  of  July  instant,  and  to  continue,  if  need  be,  nntil  the  end  of  the  d^j 
nest  prcceeding  Uie  last  Wednesday  in  May  next  and  no  longer,  and  by  order  of  t|ie 
Sel<yctmen  I  do  hereby  notif}'  and  warn  all  the  freeholders  and  other  inhabitantii  of 
Spencer,  aforesaid,  to  meet  at  the  Meeting  House  in  S|>cncer  on  Monda\',  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  July  instant,  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  for  the  purpose  of  choosing 
a  person  or  persons  to  represent  them  in  the  Great  and  General  Court. 

^' JoBSf  BiBCO^  District  CleilcJ^ ' 
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—elected  Oliver  Watson  as  representative ;  thas  severing  tbeir  connection  with 
Leicester  and  establishing  a  separate  and  distinct  town.  Until  this  date,  all 
warrants  had  been  directed  to  **  a  constable  of  the  District  of  Spencer,**  and  the 
clerks  styled  themselves  ^  District  clerks,"  but  after  this  date  the  warrants  wero 
directed  to  **  a  constable  of  the  Town  of  Spencer  ^  and  the  clerks  styled  them- 
selves **  Town  clerks.** 

The  town  contains  21,594  acres  of  land;  its  south  line,  bounding  on 
Charlton,  runs  S.  8^  E.  four  miles  and  forty-three  rods ;  its  east  line,  bound- 
ing on  Leicester  and  Paxtou,  N.  2p  W»  eight  miles  and  one  hundred  and  fiOy 
rods ;  its  north  line,  bounding  on  Paxton  aii^  Otikham,  S.  85^  W.  three  miles 
and  two  hundred  and  fourteen  rods ;  its  west  line,  bounding  on  North  Brook- 
field  and  Brookficld,  S.  ^^  E.  eight  miles  and  oob  hundred  and  eighty-six  rods. 
The  town  is  situated  upon  elevated  land  with  a  southerly  slope.  Although  tho 
face  of  tho  land  is  very  uneven,  yet  there  are  not  any  very  high  or  abrupt  hills. 
There  are  a  number  of  rounded  hills  ^interspersed  through  tho  town,  which  are 
of  great  fertility.  Tho  underlying  rock  is  fcmigiuous  gneiss,  which  in  some 
places  bear  evidence  of  tbor  glacial  iiction  of  remote  ages..  The  elevated  situa- 
tion prevents  the  formation  of  any  poifcls  or  rivers  of  any  magnitude.  AVhitte- 
moro  or  Moose  Pond  is  the  only  ubtural  body  of  wqjter -^  entirely  within  tho 
limits  of  the  town.  This  is  situated  near4he  main'vil&is&^nd  contains  about 
eighty  acres,  and  is  almost  cntifily  siipplica^irdm  spriags  along  its  margin. 
Browning's  and  Johnson*s  ponds  eipjjraocf  ti  small  pai*t  of  ilio  northerly  part  of 
the  town.  In  the  centre  village  tike  three  artificial  j^nds,  which  furnish  con- 
siderable water-power.  In  tho  Sotith-easterly  part  of  tfali^^wn  is  the  Stiles 
Reservoir,  which  covei^  ahptlt  four  hundred  icti^B..  jVIost  of  the  streams  run 
southerly,  the  largest  Is  Scjen^Milo  River.  Rismg.  in  Browning's  Poud  and 
flowing  through  the  northe{lji^4^rt  of  theto^  mto'l^jookQpld,  it  empties  into 
PodunkPond.  Several  «ini)T  streams  emptyjiittr  this  river  before  it  reaches 
the  Brookfield  line.  Only.ojio  stream  jdows^outh^easterly  into  French  River. 
Although  there  is  plenty  of  roek'  In.tho  town,  yet  none  of  it  is  suitable  for 
building  purposes.  Considerable  quantities  of  upland  iron  ore  were  formerly 
carried  to  an  iron  foundry  in  Brookfield,  but  the  biisiucss  has  died  out.  Dis- 
coveries of  silver  have  been  reported  in  dificrent  parts  of  the  town,  but  not  in 
sufficient  quantities  to  pay  for  working. 

The  first  person  to  purchase  land  in  the  "Proprietors'  part**  of  the  town  of 
Leicester  was  Nathaniel  Wood,  who,  in  1717,  purchased  one  hundred  acres  of 
Paul  Dudley  near  the  Brookfield  line  on  tho  old  county  road.  He  resided  thero 
but  a  few  years  and  removed  to  BrookBcld.  In  1721,  Samuel  Bcmis  purchased 
four  hundred  acres  of  Paul  Dudley,  adjoining  the  laud  of  Wood.  He  was  the 
first  permanent  settler,  and  many  of  his  descendants  still  live  in  the  town. 
The  first  frame  house  erected  in  town  was  built  by  him  about  1727.  It  is 
related  that  the  Indians  came  frequently  to  his  house  to  lodge,  and  that  his 
wife,  when  about  to  have  a  child,  went  to  Sudbury  from  fear  of  them,  and 
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\rben  the  child  was  only  two  weeks  old  she  rode  homo  with  him  in  her  arms 
in  one  day,  a  distance  of  about  fifty  miles.  In  1723,  John  Greaton  purchased 
a  lot  of  land  near  what  is  now  the  Stiles  Reservoir.  The  fourth  settlement  was 
made  by  Jonathan  Lamb  in  1726  in  the  south-easterly  part  of  the  town.  In 
1731,  Samuel  Bcmis,  Jonathan  Lamb,  and  John  Greaton  were  the  only  pers«ms 
taxed  in  the  *' Proprietors' part  **  of  Leicester.  In  1733,  James  Ormes  and 
Jonathan  Ormes  were  added.  In  1739  seventeen  persons  were  taxed.  In  1742, 
foily-one.  The  population  of  the  district  at  the  time  of  its  incorporation  was 
about  500.  The  population  at  the  diflcrent  censuses  since  that  time  have  been, 
in  1776,  1,042;  in  1790,  1,322;  in  1800,  1,432;  in  1810,  1,453;  in  1820, 
1,548;  in  1830,  1,688;  in  1840,  1,604;  in  1850,  2,243;  in  1860,  2,777;  in 
1865,  3,024 ;  in  1870,  3,952 ;  in  1875,  5,451.  The  rank  of  the  town  in  popu- 
lation  with  others  in  the  county  has  undcrjrone  many  changes.  In  1776  it  was 
the  eighteenth  place  in  the  county ;  in  1803,  the  fourteenth ;  in  1820,  the  nine- 
teenth ;  in  1830,  the  twenty-third ;  in  1840,  the  twenty-eighth ;  in  1850,  the 
eighteenth;  in  1860,  the  sixteenth;  in  1865,  the  twelfth;  in  1870,  the  ninth;  ' 
in  1875,  the  fifth.  The  number  of  bouses  in  1764  was  100;  in  1850,  341 ;  in 
1860,  485;  in  1875,  666;  in  1878,  742.  In  1875  the  total  valuation  was 
$2,605,027,  being  the  eighth  place  in  the  county  in  this  respect.  In  1878  the 
valuation  was  $2,862,650,  and  the  number  of  polls  1,691.  The  number  of 
registered  voters  in  1878  was  973.  Of  the  population  in  1875,  1,971  were  '; 
Iwrn  in  the  town,  1,327  were  bom  in  other  towns  in  the  State,  387  were  bora 
in  other  States,  and  1,766  were  foreign-born. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  incorporation,  Thomas  Steele,  Esq.,  of  Leices- 
ter, issued  a  warrant  to  Benjamin  Johnson  ^  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants 
of  said  District  qualified  by  law  to  vote  in  town  afiuirs  to  meet  at  the  Meeting 
Ilonse  in  said  District  on  May  14,  1753."  Benjamin  Johnson  was  chosen 
moderator,  clerk,  selectman,  and  treasurer.  The  other  selectmen  were  John 
Worster,  John  Cunningham,  John  Muzzy,  and  James  Willson.  The  selectmen 
were  al^o  chosen  assessors.  Samuel  Bemis  and  John  Ormes  were  chosen  con- 
stables, Joshua  Draper  and  Benjamin  Woodard,  hog-rceves,  and  James  Draper 
and  Jacob  Stoddard,  ty thing-men. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  district  was,  ''Voted  to  allow  Lieu.  John  White 
two  pounds  and  thirteen  shillings  and  four  pence  for  his  services  in  going  to 
the  Grate  and  Genrel  Coi  tc  in  order  to  git  us  to  be  a  district.^  Several  roads 
which  the  town  of  Leicester  had  refused  to  lay  out  were  oixlercd  to  be  built. 
The  locations  of  these  show  the  primitive  condition  of  the  country  at  the  time, 
the  courses  being  marked  by  notches  on  some  particular  trees.  Many  of  these 
roads  were  beaten  paths  made  by  the  settlers  in  their  intercourse  with  one 
another  and  to  attend  church,  and  each  settler  was  accommodated,  if  possible, 
with  a  road,  after  the  formation  of  the  district.  The  main  rood,  the  ^old 
county,''  was  laid  out  previous  to  1725,  as  the  town  of  Leicester  was  indiotecl 
at  the  Quarter  Sessions  in  that  year  for  not  maintaining  a  bridge  over  Seveiw 
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Milo  River.  Tho  south  county  road  was  laid  out  in  1756  and  tho  north  coanty 
road  in  1757.  As  tho  business  and  population  of  tho  toitrn  hare  increased,  the 
number  of  roads  has  rapidly  multiplied  to  meet  tho  dcouinds,  until  there  are 
nearly  three  hundred  miles  of  town  roads  to  maintain  and  repair.  At  a  meet- 
ing in  1753  it  was  voted  **  to  raiso  forty  two  pounds  of  lawful  money  for  tho 
repair  of  roads."  At  the  same  mooting  it  was  voted  '^to  allow  two  shillings 
per  day  for  a  man  and  two  shillings  i>er  day  for  one  yoke  of  oxen  and  cart  and 
one  shilling  for  a  yoke  of  oxen  for  work  on  tho  highways."  In  1754  forty-fivo 
pounds  were  raised  for  highways,  and  this  amount  was  annually  appropriated 
until  1779,  when  the  burdens  of  tho  war  wore  so  great  that  tho  town  refused 
to  appropriate  any  money  for  this  purpose,  and  the  siu*veyors  were  instructetl 
**to  invite  the  people  to  work  on  tho  roads  withont  compensation."  Since  then 
the  appropriations  for  this  purpose  havo  gradually  increased,  and  for  several 
yemrs  the  appropriation  has  been  $5,000.  The  roads  have  been  under  tho 
charge  of  surveyors,  excepting  in  1875--6-7|  when  they  were  under  tho  care 
of  road  commissioners. 

.  Although  one  of  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  separation  from  Leicester  was 
the  ne'glcct  to  provide  schools,  tho  district  did  not  take  any  action  in  thb 
matter  until  1755,  when  sixteen  [x>unds  were  raised  to  hiro  a  schoolmaster. 
J|i  175C  twenty  pounds  were  raised,  and  it  was  voted  '^  not  to  build  any  school- 
houses."  In  17GC  thirty  pounds  were  raised  and  the  district  divided  into  six 
school  districts,  three  south  of  the  ^old  county  road"  and  three  north,  and  tho 
schools  were  kept  in  private  houses  during  that  year.  In  17G8  it  w;is  voted 
**  to  build  a  school-house  in  each  district,"  but  on  account  of  di^^agreements 
among  tho  people  and  tho  war,  the  vote  waa  not  carried  into  clTcct  until  17U0, 
when  a  new  division  of  the  district  was  made  and  ten  school-houses  were 
ordered  to  bo  built.  In  1759,  by  leave  of  the  General  Court,  the  district  sold 
its  school  lands,  containing  about  109  acres,  for  $43G.  Previous  to  185G  Jt 
high  school  was  maintained  by  private  subscriptions ;  in  that  year  the  town 
niised  $300  for  that  purpose,  and  the  next  j'car  a  largo  building  was  erected 
for  the  dccgmmodation  of  the  school  oil  tho  north  side  of  tho  common.  Tho 
land  was  the  gift  of  William  Pope,  Esq.  A  fund  of  $2,000  had  been  bequeathed 
towards  building  the  house,  by  Charles  E.  Denny.  . 

Tho  appropriations  for  schools  were,  after  1800,  for  several  years,  from  fivo 
to  six  hundred  dollars.  In  18G0  $1,800  were  raised  for  common  schools,  and 
IGOO  for  the  high  school.  In  1870  the  high  school  had  $1,000  and  the  comihoa 
schools  $4,000.  Ill  1879  common  schools  had  $8,000,  and  the  high  school 
tl,800.  Tho  town  is  now  divided  into  twelve  districts,  and  the  school 
property  appraised  at  $3G,150.  During  tho  year  1878  twelve  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  children  attended  the  schools ;  the  number  of  minors  between  tho 
ages  of  fire  and  fifteen  were  1,407.  Twenty-five  teachers  wore  employed  during 
the  ycnr..    The  average  pay  of  the  coramon-srhool  teachers  w^is  $34  per  month. 

Town  meetings  were  for  many  years  held  in  the  meeting-house,  but  the 
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records  8how  that  many  adjournments  were  made  to  some  of  the  taverns,  where 
most  of  the  important  business  was  transacted.  In  1839  a  buildtt^g  was 
erected  b}*^  the  town.  It  was  two  stories  high,  50  by  40  feet,  with  a  cupola 
and  bell.  The  lower  etory  was  divided  into  a  number  of  apartments  for  the 
use  of  the  town  officers  and  fire-department.  The  upper  story  was  -used  for  a 
hall,  and  was  the  only  one  in  town  for  years.  In  18G3  a  new  bell  was  por- 
chased  for  the  building.  As  the  population  of  the  town  increased  laiger 
accommodations  had  to  be  made,  and  in  1870  a  committee  of  nine  was  choson 
to  report  at  the  next  March  meeting  on  the  subject.  This  committee  reported 
in  favor  of  building  anew  hall,  but  their  report  was  rejected.  The  same  mdnth 
another  meeting  was  called  and  a  committee  of  thirteen  chosen  to  build  a.  new 
town  house.  The  old  house  was  sold  and  an  elegant  brick  building  erected  on 
its  site.  The  building  is  100  by  70  feet,  three  stories  high,  with  a  bell  and 
clock.  The  building  was  completed  in  1872,  at  a  cost  of  about  $5r8,000.  Tb|i 
lower  floor  furnishes  accommodation  for  the  public  library^  town  officers,. lock- 
up and  fire  department ;  the  second  story  is  used  for  a  hall ;  the  third  story  is 
divided  into  balls,  one  of  which  is  occupied  by  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellows* 
Lodges.  r    !•  . 

Several  years  previous  to  1870  the  Spencer  Library  Association  wis  formed 
for  thepurpose  of  furnishing  hooks  for  public  use.  The  books  were  kept  in 
the  high-school  building,  and  a  small  sum  charged  for  their  use.  In  1870 'the 
town  voted  "to  accept  the  Library  of  the  Sjpencer  Library  Association,''  awl 
has  annunUy  appropriated  the  dog- fund  for  its  benefit.  The  library  contains 
about  2,^00  volumes,  and  is  patronized  by  nearly  one  thousand  persons.  It  is 
under  the  care  of  three  trustees  api^ointed  annually  by  the  selectmen. 

In  the  room  with  the  library  is  the  museum,  a  collection  of  historical  relics 
and  natural  curiosities,  which  was  accepted  by  the  town  in  1871.  It  contains 
many  interesting  relics  of  the  wars  in  which  the  people  of  the  town  have 
engaged ;  also  a  large  collection  of  Indian  relics,  which  have  been  quite  common 
in  many  parts  of  the  town. 

The  town  has  a  good  and  substantial  fire  department,  consisting  of  a  hand 
engine,  which  has  done  good  service  for  many  years,  a  steamer  purchascd-^a 
1871,  and  a  hook-and-Iadder  truck  bought  in  1874.  Reservoirs  have  bee 
located  about  the  village,  which  furnish  sufficient  water  at  all  times. 

The  town  has  been  active  in  public  improvements  to  meet  its  rapid  growth. 
In  1869  it  was  voted  to  accept  the  provisions  of  the  General  Statutes  in  refer- 
ence to  sidewalks,  and  many  plank  walks  have  been  laid.  L:itcly,  concrete 
walks  have  taken  the  place  of  plank  walks.  About  fifteen  hundred  dollars  are 
expended  yearly  for  this  object.  In  1872  the  town  accepted  the  stroet-lainpfl 
which  had  been  erected  by  private  parties  and  voted  to  light  them.  The  town 
now  maintains  about  sixty  lamps.  In  1871  and  72  three  hundred  dollars  were 
appropriated  for.  shade-trees ;  since  that  time  no  appropriation  has  been  made 
for  this  purpose. 
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One  of  tbo  most  important  questions  ever  brought  before  the  town  was  that 
of  connection  with  the  business  world.  The  first  record  of  a  public  couTcyance 
is  in  1783,  when  Levi  Pease,  of  Soroers,  Conn.,  and  Scubcn  Sikes,  of  Hart- 
ford, Conn.,  established  a  stage  lino  l^etween  Hartford  and  Boston,  The  coach 
left  Hartford  at  11  o'clock  a.m.  Monday,  reached  Somers  at  night,  on  Tuesday 
reached  Brookficld,  Northborongh  on  Wednesday,  and  Boston  Thursday  even- 
ing. The  fare  was  fourpence  per  mile.  Before  the  establishment  of  this  line 
the  mail  was  carried  on  horseback,  and  then  on  this  line  of  stages.  A  French 
traveller  in  1788  describes  the  stage  as  follows :  **  It  was  a  carriage  without 
springs  —  a  kind  of  a  wagon.  A  Frenchman  who  was  with  me  began  at  the 
first  jolt  to  curse  the  carriage,  the  driver  and  the  county.  Let  us  w:ut,  said 
I,  a  little  before  we  form  a  judgment ;  every  custom  has  its  cause ;  there  is, 
doubtless,  some  reason  why  this  kind  of  carriage  is  preferred  to  one  hung  on 
springs.  In  fact,  by  tbo  time  wo  had  run  thirty  miles  among  the  roeks,  wo 
wore  conv^ced  that  a  carriage  with  springs  wotild  very  soon  have  been  overset 
and  bi^o^n.**  Coaches  continued  to  bo  the  means  of,  public  conveyance  nntil 
the  con1bt|!^tion  of  the  Western  Railroad^  wbich'ii'fts  opct>cd  forjfi^blicji^i^  Dec. 
27,  1841>*'^  This  road  runs  through  the  bouth'pdr|^of  tfio^towh,  4^  {ttojdepot 


is  lociaCedralKAit  two  mites  from'lGc  centre  village.  .'^AttemptSu.^rp  m^de  at 
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the  time  t^gdt  ^ke.road  located  nearer  ibo  bg;»iiifK^SS^'p6fti6n  (rf.rllidHoP^,  but 
personal e^fi^hhoss  defeated  ^eoir  £^cn  aftcrtrib  i^^ad  was' T(Jhatcd,j some  of 
the  business ^f&cn  eQdcavored  to*  (^ain  sites- hear  the  dopcit,.  but  llKy)i;ice  of 
land  was  so  fiighihartbe  plan  Tms^sabotidoucd,  and  the  business^portion  of  tbo 
town  eontiriiued  located  twomTlcs  from  thd  depot. .i.  As- the  business  .of  Ihe  town 
increascd'^e  "siHyoct  of  betifcr  niil^  facilities  began  tbb^  con^Oefra,  and 
many  diflferent  Rfqjects  were  conceived.  For  a'ttttt)  a  route  independent  of 
the  Boston  dud  Albany  Railroad'waii'the  favpriltf  idea,  and  a  corporation  organ- 
ised under  the  name- of  Worqcstcr  County  Central  Railroad,  composed  of  busi- 
ness men  of  this  and  adjoining  towns.  A  route  was  surveyed  through  the 
town  a  little  north  of  Centre  Village,  but  the  cost  of  construction  was  found  to 
be  so  large  that  the  necessary  funds  could  not  be  raised,  and  the  project  was 
abandoned.  After  the  construction  of  the  North  Brookficld  Railroad  many 
were  in  favor  of  building  a  branch  road  to  East  BrookQcId,  but  this  had  so 
much  opposition  that  it  was  given  up  for  a  branch  road  to  the  depot  in  town. 
A  survey  of  such  a  route  had  been  made  in  1870,  but  it  was  not  imtil  June  1, 
1872,  that  the  subject  was  brought  before  the  town  on  an  article  ^  to  see  if  the 
town  will  build  a  railroad  from  Spencer  Dei)ot  to  the  village."  The  vote  was 
m  the  negative.  Nothiug  further  was  done  except  to  mahe  new  surveys  of 
routes,  until  in  1877  the  town  again  voted  "not  to  take  any  stock  in  a  proposed 
railroad  from  the  depot  to  the  village."  In  1878  the  Spencer  Itailroad  Com- 
pany was  organized  "to  construct  a  railroad  from  the  depot  to  the  village,  with 
a  capital  of  $50,000,"  one-half  of  which  was  subscribed  by  the  business  men, 
and  the  town  asked  to  take  the  balauce  of  the  stock.     After  a  close  contest  a 


txm  ran  luimax,  irarois,  mam,    (OldMt  Honso  In  Town.) 
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vote  to  that  effect  was  carried,  aud  the  road  is  now  in  operation,  having  been 
leased  by  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad. 

Closely  connected  with  the  subject  of  public  conveyance  is  that  of  public 
houses  or  inns.  These  were  many  in  the  early  days  of  the  town,  there  being 
five  on  the  *'old  county  road,"  three  of  them  l)eing  near  each  other  in  the  lower 
village,  and  probably  they  wore  well  patronized,  as  this  was  the  most  frequented 
route  for  travellers  between  Boston  and  New  York.  Thirteen  lines  of  stages 
were  at  one  time  runnini?  throuirh  the  town.  The  oldest  and  most  noted  was 
the  **  Jcnks  Tavern,**  which  occupied  the  site  of  the  present  Massasoit  Hotel. 
This  hotel  was  erected  by  «Josiah  Robinson  in  1743,  and  is  described  by  a 
French  traveller  in  1788  as  follows:  '*The  house  of  the  tavern  was  but  half 
built,  but  the  part  that  was  fiin'shed  had  an  air  of  cleanliness  which  pleases, 
because  it  announces  that  degree  of  competence,  those  moral  and  delicate 
habits  which  are  never  seen  in  our  villages*  The  chambers  were  neat,  the  beds 
good,  the  sheets  clean,  the  supper  passable ;  cider,  tea,  punch,  and  all  for  four- 
teen pence  per  head."  Gen.  Washington  stopped  at  this  tavern  over  night 
when  he  visited  the  Eastern  States  in  1789.  It  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1870, 
and  an  elegant  and  commodious  hotel  has  been  erected  on  its  site  by  the  Spencer 
Hotel  Company.  The  opening  of  the  Western  Railroad  destroyed  highway 
travelling,  and  the  other  hotels  were  converted  into  dwelling-houses  or  torn 
down.  But  two  of  the  old  taverns  are  now  standing  —  the  Mason  House,  near 
Isaac  Prouty  &  Co.'s  boot  factory,  and  the  Bemis  House,  opposite  the  Congre- 
gational Church. 

The  Pope  mansion,  the  oldest  bouse  in  the  town,  was  built  l)y  Rev,  Mr. 
Eaton.  His  journal  has  this  entry  :  •*Oct.  4,  1745.  This  day  aK>ved  into  my 
own  house.  Blessed  bo  God,  who  has  given  me  an  habitation.  May  God 
dwell  with  us."  The  house  was  purchased  of  his  heirs  by  Rev.  Joseph  Pope, 
Dec.  20,  1775.  Situated  on  the  main  road  from  the  western  counties  of 
Massachusetts  to  the  capital,  it  was  for  half  a  century  the  hospitable  resting- 
place  of  ministers  on  their  way  to  and  from  the  metropolis.  Mrs.  Anna 
Pope,  widow  of  Rev.  Joseph  Pope,  occupied  this  house  for  eighty-two  years. 
She  survived  her  husband,  thirty-three  years,  and  died  July  14,  1859,  at  the 
ago  of  one  hundred  and  four  j-ears  six  months  and  twenty-eight  days. 
The  house  has. been  kept  in  good  repair,  and  is  still  occupied  by  her  descend- 
ants. 

The  post-oflSce,  when  first  established,  was  kept  in  the  Jenks  Tavern,  whore 
it  remained  many  years,  under  the  charge  of  Isaac  Jenks  and  Isaac  Jenks,  Jr. 
Upon  the  appointment  of  Amasa  Bemis,  Jr.,  as  postmaster,  it  was  transferred 
to  his  tavern  opposite  the  Congregational  Church.  UiK>n  the  appointment  of 
Eleazer  B.  Draper  it  was  re-transferred  to  the  Jenks  Tavern.  George  Livcrmoro 
succeeded  Draper,  and  the  post-ofBce  was  kept  in  Union  Block,  which  was 
erected  in  1851.  Willard  Rice,  the  next  postmaster,  had  his  office  in  tho 
^'Sol  Davis"  house,  now  Robert  F.  Howe*d.     Rico  was  succeeded  by  Luther 
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Hill,  who  kept  tbe  office  in  the  store  of  Lorenzo  Bcmis.  Horace  A.  Otont 
was  the  next  postomstcr,  and  be  transferred  it  to  Union  Block,  where  it  has 
since. remained. 


CHAPTER  II. 


MILITART  HI6T0RT — nEVOLCTIONART  TIMES-^SHATS*  REBELLION — THE  GREAT 
ClYIL  WAR — SLAVERT— ECCLESIASTICAL  MATTERS— CUURCHE8  AND  DEKOMI- 
KATION8 — CEMETERIES. 

The  military  history  of  tbe  town  is  a  patriotic  one,  whether  the  inhabitants 
.were  serving  the  king,  the  Colonics,  or  the  United  States.  It  commenced  with 
tho. declaration  of  war  by  Great  Britain  against  France  in  1744,  one  year  after 
tbe  incorporation  ot  tbe  district.  Edmund  Bemis  and  James  Smith  Were  in 
the.  expedition  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  Loni^Inirg.  Ah  obituary 
noti<^  of  Edmund  Bemis«  published  iu  tho  "*  Massachusetts  Spy,**  Dec.  26, 1810, 
says:  '^Ile  early  entered  into  the  service  of  bis  couutry,  and  was  a. lieutenant 
at  tbe  reduction  of  Louisburg  in  tbe  year  1745.  At  this  siege  ho  was  a  zealous 
and  activci  officer.  After  tbe  French  had  surrendered  to  the  victorious  arms 
of  New  England,  it  was  found  that  they  bad  spiked  their  cannon,  intending 
thereby  to  render  them  entirely  useless  to  tho  cuptors.  It  had  l>een  heretofore 
deemed  an  impracticable  thing,  nftcr  a  gun  was  thus  spiked  to  drill  it  out,  or 
by.  any  other  method  tv bat  ever  to  render  it  again  fit  for  service.  Tho  com- 
mander of  thq  American  forces  offered  a  pi'cmium  to  any  one  who  would  under- 
take the  task,  if  bo  should  prove  successful.  Lieutenant  Bemis  undertook  it, 
au(^  by  a  process, heretofore  un( bought  of  effected  the  dcsirod  object.  -  Instead 
of  drilling,  till  then  supposed  to  bo  the  only  practicable  method,  be  collected  a 
largo  quantity  of  wood  around  the  cannon,  and  setting  it  on  fire,  heated  it  to 
such  a  degree,  that,  with  a  cold  punch,  tbe  spike  was  easily  driven  into  tbe 
barrel.  Thus  was  ho  the  author  of  a  useful  discovery  to  bis  country,  which 
•has  ever  since  been  followed  with  complete  success.  After  the  reduction  of 
Louisburg^  he. was  a  captain  in  tbe  war  with  France  which  succeeded;  At  the 
close  of  wbjtU  he  returned  homo,  to  seek  that  repose  among  bis  friends  which 
he  has  since  enjoyed  without  iuterrnplion.  It  will  bo,  perhaps,  worthy  of 
notice,  a^  one  singular  circumstance,  that  be  dug  ihc  grave  for  tbe  first  person 
in  Spencer,  upwards  of  seventy  years  ago." 

'John  Stcbbinga,  Philip  KicbarJsiiU,  Jdbn  Wicker,  James  Smith,  Jr.,  Israel 
Ricba^'dson,  Jonas  Bemis,  James  Ciiien,  William  May,  Josiah  Robinson,  Jr., 
James  Stebbings,  and  Joseph  Worslcr,  served  in  Ibo  war  during  tho  year 
1756,  Nathauicl  Parmentcr  was  in  tho  scivico  in  1759,  and  D.ivid  Prouty  and 
Daniel  Iliil  in  17G0.  James  Smith  and<^*atbanielParmonterdicd  in  the  service, 
^hus  the  inhabitants  acquired  that  knowledge  of  military  tactics  which  proved 


l^nLITARY  raSTORY.  323 


to  t>c  of  great  uso  to  th<?m,  wttbiii  a  few  years,  in  the  contest  for  the  principles 
of  self-government.  Most  of  the  public  actions  of  the  town  on  the  questions 
which  led  to  that  contest  were  taken  in  connection  with  tlie  towns  of  Leicester 
and  Paxton,  when  thry  assembled  tpgetkcr  to  elect  tbeir  representative,  or 
when  called  to  consult  upon  the  issues  which  were  impending.  The  resolu- 
tions passed  at  these  difTcront  meetings,  and  the  instructions  drawn  up  for  their 
representatives,  show  their  earnestness  in  the  cause  of  self-government  and 
civil  libert}'.  During  the  year  1774,,  not  less  than  five  of  these  meetings  were 
hcld,to  consider  ''the, melancholy  situation  of  our  public  afiliirs  at  this  critical 
conjuncture.^  In  1774  the  town  voted  "tbat  eleven  pounds,  one  shilling;  4ind 
seven  pence  be  rais^ed  to  furnish  the  town  stock  of  ammanition."  In  accord- 
ance Tviih  this  vote,  one  hundred  pounds  of  powder  were  purchased  for  seven 
pounds,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  pounds  of  bullets  for  three  pounds*  It 
was  also  voted  to  raise  fifty  ^'elToc'ive  men**  immediately,  and  furni«ih  them 
with  blankets,  ccpiipments,  each  one  pound  of  powder,  and  bullets.  A  sut>- 
scription  for  the  relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  and  Charlestown  was  also 
taken.  The  town  directed  its  treasurers  and  constables  to  make  Iheir  remit- 
tancea  to  Henry  Gardner  of  Stow,  who  had  been  chosen  stale  trcasuiier  by  the 
congress  assembled  at  Watertown,  and  "to  save  them  harmless  therefor."  It 
was  also  roted  "to  accept  the  recoramondution  of  Congress  in  refcreiice  to  the 
noh-iropoilation  of  goods  from  Great  Britain  ;"  and  John  Cunningham,  OKv^r 
Watson,  and  Asa  Baldwin  were  chos^cn  **  to  sec  that  the  vote  be  enforced;^ 
During  the  3'ear  a  company  of  minulc-mon  was  raised  and' placed  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  Ebenczcr  Mason.  At  the  annual  meeting  in  1775,  a  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence  wore  chosen,  consisting  of  Oliver  Watson,  MbSCs 
Livermorc,  and  John  Muzzy.  A  town  meeting  was  called  for  April  24,  1775, 
'^tosee  what  provision  the  town  will  make  for  the' company  of  minute-men, 
should  thej'*  be  called  into  service.** 

But  they  were  called  upon  before  that  day.  The  messenger  Announcing  the 
march  of  Gen.  Gage  for  Concord  passed  through  the  town  in  the  afternoon  of 
April  19.  Fifty-six  men,  under  Capt.  Ebenczcr  Mason,  started  at  once  and 
marched  through  Leicester  that  evening.  Nine  men  from  Spencer  also  marched 
with  Capt.  Seth  Washburn's  company,  of  Leicester.  Oh  their  aiTlval  at  Water- 
town,  forty  of  Capt.  Mason's  company  enli?4cd  for  eight  months,  under  Capt.' 
Joel  Green  and  Lieut.  David  Prouty.  This  company'  was  connected  with  the 
regiment  commanded  b}-  Col.  Larncd  of  Oxford.  Joseph  Livcrmore,  Elij.ili 
Soulhgate,  Andrew  Morgnn,  Jonas  Lamb,  Peter  Rice,  Thomas  Sprague,  J^ibb' 
Ilatch,  Wright  Woodward,  and  Isaac  Livcrmore,  enlisted  in  Capt.  Washburn's 
company.  This  company  participated  in  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill; and  covered 
the  retreat  of  the  trorips  who  were  engaged  in  the  fnmt.  They  escaped  without 
i:  jury.  John  Guilford,  Daniel  Ball,  Benjamin  O.  Ball,  and  David  Cbamberlia 
were  in  the  expedition  to  capture  Quebec,  in  1775. 

In  May,  1775,  at  the  request  of  Congress  to  relieve  the -poor  of  Boston^  the 
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town  supported  tbirtj-ooe  persons ;  ten  fire-arms  were  also  furnished  the  State  by 
the  town.  It  was  also  voted.'* to  pay  Jeremiah  Whittemore  for  his  senrices  in 
attending  the  minute  company  with  his  team,  two  pounds  and  twelve  shillings.** 
In  177G,  Asa  Baldwin,  Jeremiah  Whittemore,  Joshua  Dniper,  David  Prouty, 
Knigiit  Sprngue,  and  Dehjamin  Gleason,  were  chosen  Committee  of  Correspond- 
ence. In  June  of  that  3*car,  the  selectmen  being  requested  by  Congress  to 
obtain  the  opinion  of  the  town  **  whctlicr  it  would  bo  supported  in  declaring  the 
independence  of  the  colonies  from  the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,**  it  was  voted 
**tbat,  should  Congress  think  it  expedient  to  declare  the  colonies  independent  of 
the  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  we  do  hxirehyfulbj^fi^eely^  and  8(^emnlif  cngago 
with  our  lives  and  fortunes^  to  support  Congress  in  such  a  measure.**  And 
Oliver  Watson  was  directed  to  communicate  the  vote  to  Congress. 

In  1777  the  Committee  of  Correspondence  for  177G  was  re-elected  for  tbat 
year.  This  year,  in  accordance  with  an  act  i>assed  by  the  General  Court,  enti- 
tled, •'An  Act  to  prevent  Monopoly  and  Oppression,*'  the  selectmen  and  Com- 
nfkittco  of  Safety  fixed  the  following  prices :  A  day*s  work  for  a  man  in  summer, 
3^.';  a  diay*i^  work  for  a  yoke  of  oxen.  Is.  GJ. ;  a  bushel  of  wheat,  Gs. ;  a  bushel 
of  rye,  45. ;  bushel  of  com,  85.;  sheep's  wool,  l.f.  lOcZ.  per  pound;  cotton 
wool,  3*.  8J.  per  pound ;  brown  sugar,  8s.  per  pound ;  coffee.  Is.  4c/.  per 
poahd ;  molasses,  4s.  Qd.  per  gallon  ;  a  meal  of  victuals,  OcZ. ;  a  ntght*s  lodg- 
ing,'8J. ;  "West  India  flip,  11(7.  per  mug;  New  England  flip,  9cZ.  per  mug. 
Th6  town  allowed  to  each  man  who  should  enlist  for  three  years  or  during  tho 
war  twenty  pounds  bounty,  and  voted  to  furnish  blankets,  one  pair  of  shirts, 
stbckings,  and  other  clothing  for  the  army,  at  tho  rate  of  one  suit  for  every 
male  i>erson  from  the  town  over  sixteen  years  of  age.  Between  January  and 
April,  1777,  the  town  paid  in  bounties  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  pounds 
and  fourteen  shillings.  Tho  General  Court  having  called  in  four  hundred  thou- 
sand pounds  of  the  State's  outstanding  debts,  the  town  made  a  vigorous  remon- 
strance, but,  being  unsuccessful,  raised  its  proportion  by  a  tax.  The  amount 
raised  was  nine  hundred  and  ninety-one  pounds  and  seventeen  shillings,  pr 
about  thirteen  hundred  dollars.  . 

In  July,  1777,  a  company,  under  command  of  David  Prout}',  went  to  Ben- 
nington. In  August  another  company,  commanded  by  Josiah  White,  went  to 
the  same  place.  In  November  it  was  voted  to  assess  one  hundred  pounds  for 
ammunition  bought.  At  a  meeting  in  December,  a  committee  was  appointed 
•*to  ascertain  what  service  each  person  had  rendered,  eilher  by  men,  money,  or 
otherwise,  since  April  19,  1775.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  this  committee 
over  itfade  a  report.  It  was  voted  **not  to  allow  Asa  AVhittcmore's  bill  for 
carting  baggage  of  Capt.  Prouty's  and  Capt.  White's*  companies  to  Bennington, 
and  going  to  Ilailley,  as  he  had  already  been  paid  by  the  State.**  Joshua 
Lamb,  John  Muzzy,  Joshua  Barton,  John  Worster,  and  John  Watson  were 
chosen  Committee  of  Safety  for  1778.  Jan.  5,  1778,  tho  town  adopted  •*the 
articles  of  perpetual  union  between  tho  States,^'  otherwise  known  as  the 
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*•  Articles  of  Confederation."  At  a  meeting  in  May,  the  town  r<yccted  the  Con- 
stitution M^bich  bad  been  formed  by  the  Genera]  Court,  tbe  vote  being  one  hun- 
dred and  two  against  it.  Seven  men  were  paid  this  year  thirty  pounda  each, 
for  enlisting  for  nine  montlis,  and  thirty-seven  pairs  of  shoes,  shirts,  and  stocks 
ings  were  furnished  to  the  State.  Tlie  selectmen  were  instructed  to^furnisl^, 
2iid  to  the  families  of  the  soldiers.  James  Livermore,  Benjamin  Gleazcn, 
John  Worster,  John  Muzzy,  and  Jacob  Upham  were  the  Committee  of  Safety 
for  1779.  Early  in  the  year,  bounties  of  thirty  pounds  each  were  paid  to  six 
men,  who  had  enlisted  for  six  months,  and  sixty  pounds  were  raised  for  the 
families  of  soldiei*s.  Between  March  and  July  of  that  year,  eighty-nine  pounds 
and  seventeen  shillings  were  raised  for  supplies  for  the  army.  At  a  meeting 
in  July,  upon  notice  from  the  selectmen  of  Boston  that  many  Tories,  who  had 
left  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  were  now  returning,  spirited  res- 
olutions were  passed  approving  of  the  conduct  of  the  town  of  Boston  *'  in  their, 
endeavors  to  take  up  and  secure  such  odious  persons  who  had  the  impudcaco 
to  appear  in  that  town,  that  they  may  be  dealt  with  according  to  a  good  and 
wholesome  law  of  this  State."  They  also  pledged  themselves  ^Uo  aid  and 
assist  the  civil  magistrate  in  the  execution  of  all  laws  made  for  the  purix>so  of 
excluding  all  such  hateful  creatures  from  among  us,  and  we  also  recammend  to, 
allpersons  that  they  would  exert  themselves  to  prevent  all  and  every  pf  these 
dissolute  wretches  from  coming  and  harbouring  among  any  of  thq  people  of  this 
State."  A  committee,  consisting  of  Stephen  Hatch,  Jeremiah  Whitteinorer 
and  Israel  Ball,  was  chosen  to  look  after  the  destitute  families  of  the  soldiers, 
and  two  hundred  pounds  raised  for  that  purpose.  The  town  instructed  John 
Muzzy,  their  representative,  "  not  to  give  his  consent  to  any  act  for  making  up, 
the  sinks  of  money  between  debtor  and  creditor,  either  public  or  private,  sol- 
diers and  officers  in  the  Continental  r^rmy  excepted."  Eleven  more  men  were 
furnished  for  the  army,  and  a  tax  of  iifty^four  hundred  pounds  assessed.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  at  this  time  currency  was  greatly  depreciated,  and 
this  tax  was  equal  to  about  nine  hundred  dollars. 

In  August,  Asa  Baldwin  was  sent  by  the  town  to  a  convention  to  be, held  at 
Concord  to  fix  the  prices  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  prices  of  the.  most 
important  articles  were:  corn  per  bushel,  $14;  wheat,  $27;  hay,  $5  per  hun- 
dred ;  labor,  per  day,  $D ;  beef,  92  cts.  per  pound ;  men's  shoes,  pir  pair,  $20 ; 
stockings,  per  pair,  $12. 

In  1780,  John  Muzzy,  Johnson  Lynde,  John  Sumner,  Benjamin  Bemis,  and 
Jonas  Muzzy  were  chosen  Committee  of  Safety.  In  paying  a  bounty  of  thiily 
pounds  to  soldiers  this  year,  the  value  of  it  was  fixed  at  three  shillings  for 
com  and  four  shillings  for  rye.  During  the  year  there  was  a  constant  demand 
for  supplies  and  money.  In  March,  seven  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  of  beef  were  furnished  for  the  armjs  and  sixteen  thousand  pounds  raised 
by  a  tax.  In  September,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  borrow  n^oney  to 
purchase  clothing  and  blankets  for  the  soldiers,  and  forty-eight  thousand  four 
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handred  and  fifty-six  pounds  was  raised  to  pay  soldiers*  In  October,  twenty 
thousand  pounds  were  raised  to  buy  beef  for  the  army,  and  thirty-five  hundred 
and  sixty-five  pounds  to  provide  horses  for  the  use  of  the  army.  In  December, 
four  hundred  and  sixty-seven  pounds  more  were  raised  for  Ix^cf,  and  tlireo  thou- 
sand and  fifty  pounds  to  hire  fourteen  men  to  serve  for  three  ye:ir».  During 
this  3'ear,  eighty-ei^ht  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  pounds  were  paid 
into  the  town  treasury.  This  seems  a  large  sum  for  the  people  of  those 
limes,  with  their  limited  resources,  and  after  the  demands  of  the  last  few  years ; 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  currency  was  greatly  depreciated  at  this 
time.  At  the  beginning  of  the  year  it  was  forty  to  one,  and  before  its  close, 
two  hundred  and  forty  to  one.  In  May  the  town  assembled  to  vote  upon  the 
State  Constitution.  All  of  the  articles  were  approved,  excepting  those  in  rela- 
tion to  representation,  which  were  regarded  as  unequal,  many  places  not  being 
allowed  to  participate  in.  the  election  of  them. 

In  1781,  John  Sumner,  Jonas  Muzzy,  Johnson  Lynde,  Jeremiah  Whitte- 
more  and  Nathaniel  T.  Loring  were  the  Committee  of  Safety.  The  town  voted 
^  that  all  money  raised  during  the  year  bo  hard  money. '^  In  July  five  hundred 
qnd  t|iirty-6ix  pounds  were  raised  to  purchase  beef.  In  Srpteml>er,  two  hundred 
IKiunds  more  were  raised  to  pay  soldiers.  The  assessors  having  made  out  tho 
t'lx-Hsts,' graduated  in  the  paper  currency,  tho  town  voted  **that  the  tax  bills 
bo  returned  to  the  assessors,  and  that  tboy  be  reduced  to  hard-money  curreticy.** 
This  year  virtually  terminated  the  war ;  the  last  requisition  made  was  iuMarch, 
1782,  when  the  town  was  required  to  furnish  its  quota  of  soldiers  for  three 
years.  Asa  Baldwin,  Jeremiah  ^Yhittemore,  and  Ezckiel  Newton  were  the 
Cpinvnittee  of.  Safety  during  1782,  James  Hathaway,  Jonas  Muzzy,  and  Isaac 
Alor^nm,  in.  1783^  and  James  Ltvermoro,  Jeremiah  Wbittcmore,  and  John  Wat- 
son,  in  1784,  when  the  ofiico  was  abolished. 

This  outline  of  the  town's  doings  in  the  Revolution  shows  their  devotedness 
to  the  principles  for  which  tho  war  was  fought,  and  that  the  people  "  freely, 
fully,  and  solemnly  "  kept  their  pledge  to  sustain  Congress  in  declaring  tho 
independence  of  the  Colonies  from  Great  Jii'itain.  The  number  of  soldiers 
furnished  by  the  town  during  the  war  has  never  been  ascertained. 

Befpre  the  close  of  tho  war  the  Continental  currenc}''  had  become  worthless ; 
the  State  was  largely  in  debt,  and  to  meet  its  payments  large  taxes  were 
imposed. upon  the  people,  and  this  town  was  very  active  in  remonstrating 
against  this  course.  John  Bisco,  their,  representative,  was  instructed  to  re- 
quest tho  General  Court  to  repeal  an  act  which  had  been  passed  levying  a  tax 
upon  articles  of  trade,  or  otherwise  **  redress  grieyances  too  palpable  to  be 
denied,  and  too  great  to  bo  borne."  Obtaining  no  i*elief  from  the  Legis- 
lature, conventions  were  held,  ''to  take  into  consideration  the  many  grievances 
the. good  people  of  this  Commonweqjth  la1>or  under.''  Isaac  Jenks  was  tho 
n*preseQtative  to  the  General  Court  in  1782,  and  arapng  his  many  instmctiona 
wep.these : — ^^To  procure  laws  to  be  passed,  that  no  suit  should  be  commenced  ^ 
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without  previous  notification  to  the  debtor ;  that  State  notes  and  certificates  he 
a  legal  tender  for  all  debts,  as  gold  and  silver  were ;  that  all  proi>erty  attached  . 
for  debt  should  be  appraised  to  the  creditor  to  satisfy  his  debt."  Executions 
wei"o  issued  against  the  constables  in  1784  for  two  years'  delinquent  State 
t;ixe3.  In  1785,  a  petition  w.is  sent  to  the  General  Court,  praying  them  "to 
establish  a  bank  of  paper  money,''  or  property  of  all  kinds  lie  made  a  tender 
for  payment  of  dei)ts:  A  special  town  UVceling  was  called  Juno  8,  1786,  ''to 
SCO  if  the  Town  will  take  into  consideration  the  present  distress*  of  the  people 
of  this  Commonwealth,  caused  by  a  want  of  a  circulating  medium  to  satisfy  the 
demands  now  called  for."  A  committee  wa^  chosen  to  attend  a  convention  of 
the  adjoining  towns,  to  be  held  at  Leicester;  and  they  wer(5  instructed, "to  use 
their  best  endeavors  to  obtain  a  bank  of  paper  money."  It  was  also  voted  to  1 
petition  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  to  adjr)nrn  all  suits  from  June  to  Septom-  \ 
ber.  Among  the  list  of  gricvanc^es  reported  to  the  Gcnei-al  Court  was,  **tbo 
existence  of  the  judicial  courts"  declaring  that  they  ''coneeived  their  existence 
to  be  a  great  and  unnecessary  burthen  upon  the  people,  and  that  they  may  Ito 
abolished."  The  attempt  to  overawe  the  court  at  Worcester  was  participated 
in  by  a  company  from  this  town,  who  were  armed*  and  equipped  with  pciwclol* 
and  balls.  About  this  time,  the  town's  magazine  ^as  broken  open,  and  the 
stock  of  arms  and  ammunition  removed.  As  the  annual  meeting  for  1787  was 
called  by  John  Bisco,  a  justice  of  the  peace,  upon  a  petition  to  him  from  the 
citizens,  representing  that  the  majority  of  the  selectmen  were  out  of  town,  it  is 
inferred  that  they  had  some  connection  with  the  removal  of  the  town's  stock. 
Four  citizens  afterwards  made  an  apology  to  the  town  for  their  connection  with 
the  aflfuir.  Some  of  the  town's  people  joined  the  insurgents  at  New  Braintree, 
and  one  of  them,  David  May,  was  obliged  to  pay  largd  damages  to  David  Young, 
who  was  wounded  in  attempting  to  disband  the  company  in  which  May  was. 
After  the  insurrection  was  quelled,  the  records  show  that  a  large  number  were 
obliged  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  before  John  Bisco.  The  sentiment  of 
the  people  in  reference  to  Shays'  Insurrection  is  shown  in  the  vote  for  Gov- 
ernor  in  1787.  John  Hancock,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in  favor  of  a  lenient 
course  t(Hvards  those  of  the  insurgents  who  had  been  arrested  and  wen)  then 
imprisoned,  and  of  a  change  of  policy  in  administering  State  affairs,  received 
eighty-seven  votes;  while  Gov.  Bowdoin  received  only  seven.  After  the 
eleelicm- the  trouble  quietly  subsided.  In  1791  it  was  voted,  **  to  tike  fifteen 
shillings  on  the  iK)und  for  what  the  State  owes  the  town." 

There  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  town  ever  took  any  official  action  in  the 
war  of  1812  or  the  Mexican  war. 

The  Civil  war  in  18G1  found  the  inhabitants  of  Spencer  as  patriotic  as  they 
were  in  1775.  On  the  day  after  the  firing  upon  the  sixth  regiment  at  Balti- 
more a  warrant  was  posted  calling  a  town  meeting/ April  29,  ^^to  see  what 
measures  the  town  will  take  to  furnish  outfits  and  uniforms  for  a  company  of 
volunteers  about  to  be  organized  for  the  service  of  the  government."    At  this 
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ineotiog  tbo  selectmen  and  assessors  were  chosen  a  eommittee  of  safetj, 
**  whoso  duty  it  shall  bo  to  supervise,  expend  and  kiy  out  for  the  purposes 
mentioned  in  the  above  article  such  a  sura  ur  sums,  not  exceeding  fivo  thousand 
dollars,  as  may  be  necessary.''  At  this  time  the  selectmen  were  Luther  HHI, 
Dexter  Bullard,  Joshua  Bemis,  Josiah  Grccii,  Jr.,  and  Jeremiah  W.  Drake ;  tho 
assessors  were  Nathan  Horsey,  Duv.id  Bemis  and  George  L.  Ilobbs*  It  was 
voted** to  pay  each  member  of  tbo  volunteer  compauy  seventy-five  cents  for 
each  one-half  day  they  drilled  within  tho  next  thirty  days."  Tho  committee  of 
safety  were  authorized  to  pay  to  each  member  of  the  volunteer  comi>any  ten 
dollars  per  month  while  in  actual  service,  in  addition  to  government  pay.  A 
recruiting  committee  of  eleven,  one  from  each  scbcKil  district,  was  chosen. 
A  flag  was  purchased  for  the  town  house,  and  the  ladies  were  invited  to  pnx'uro 
a  baimcr  for  the  compauy.  Tho  volunteers  were  organized  with  William  T. 
Harlow  as  captain,  and  joined  tho  twenty-first  regiment  as  company  C. 

At  a  meeting  in  August  tho  select^ncu  were  authorized  to  funiish  aid  to 
soldiers'  faniilics ;  and,  if  that  furnished  by  the  State  was  not  enough,  to  draw 
a  sum  sufficient  for  their  comfortable  suppoit.  Ten  dollars  was  voted  to  each 
vplunteer.  In  1862  the  i>oll-taxes  of  volunteers  wore  abated,  aud  a  bounty  of 
one  hundred  dollars  offered  to  thirty-two  [>ersons  who  would  enlist  for  oiio 
year,  and  fif|y  dollars  more  if  they  remained  in  service  over  one  year.  Under 
tbj9  Q^U  for  nine  months'  men  the  town  offered  one  hundred  dollars  ix>unty. 
Pf  the  .three  hundred  and  thirty-two  enrolled  militia  in  1863,  eeveuty-fivo 
were  in  active  service.  In  1864  thirty-two  men  were  furnished,  and  (laid 
bounties  from  $270  to  $285.  The  whole  numlnsr  of  soldiers  credited  to  tho 
town  during  the  war  was  three  hundred  and  thirteen.  July  13,  1863,  sixty- 
eight  men  were. drafted.  Eight  of  these  went  into  service;  two  furnished 
substitutes ;  foujr  deserted ;  nineteen  paid  three  hundred  dollars ;  and  the  bal- 
•auce  were  exempted. 

While  the  soldiers  were  in  the  field,  the  ladies  at  borne  were  contFibutinjsr 
their  mite.  A  soldiers'  aid  association  was  organized  Oct.  28,  1861 ;  and 
clothing  and  otbcr  articles  bent  to  the  soldiers  at  tho  front,  and  their  families 
at  home  cared  for.  Money  was  collected  by  means  of  fairs  and  other  enter- 
tainments.. .Tho'wbole  amount  collected  while  the  society  was  in  existence  was 
about  two  thousand  dollars. 

When  the  new  town  hall  was  built,  memorial  tablets  were  put  in  on  each 
side  of  .the  platform,  inscribed  with  the  names  of  tbirty-two  soldiers  who  lost 
their  lives  in  the  service.  Each  year  since  tho  war  the  graves  of  tbese  soldieiis 
have  been  decorated  with  flowers,,  and  public  exercises  are  bold  in  the  town 
hall :  tho  town  appropriating  two  hundred  dollars  annually  for  these  purposes. 
A  pcist  of  the  Grand  Army  was  organized,  and  namod  after  Fraz-ir  A.  Steams, 
who  was  a  lieutenant  in  tbo  twenty-first  regiment  and  was  killed  at  Newl>ern, 
if.  C,  March  4,  1862. 

Slavery  existed  here  in  the  early  days  of  the  town.     The  census  of  1764 
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shows  that  the  number  of  negroes  was  five.  This  marriage  is  found  on  the 
town  i-ecords:  — '' February  19,  1778,  Saul  and  Dinah,  negro  servants  of  John 
Sumner,  Esq.,  were  married.**  Others  were  owned  by  Rev.  Mr.  Eaton,  John 
White,  John  Elliot,  Rev.  Mr.  Pope  and  Robert  Luther. 

As  before  stated,  the  inconvenience  of  attending  church  w'as  one  of  the 
reas6ns  for  the  division  of  the  town  of  Leicester.  In  1739  a  committee  of  the 
settlers  in  the  west  part  met  the  proprietors  in  Boston,  "to  conside^  some 
way  to  have  the  Gospel  preached  among  the  settlers,  and  to  be  freed  from 
paying  towards  the  support  of  the  minister  of  the  easterly  part  of  the  said 
town/'  The  proprietors  agreed  to  tax  their  lands  for  this  object;  and  in  1740 
a  tax  of  three  pence  per  acre  was  laid  upon  their  lands*  for  that  year,  and  a  tax 
of  two  pence  per  acre  annually  for  two  years,  ^  for  building  a  good  substantial 
meeting-house,  forty-five  feet  long  and  thirty-five  feet  wide,  on  the  land  of 
Nathaniel  Cunningham,  where  he  and  the  settlers  shall  agree,  and  towards  a 
minister's  support.**  In  February  of  that  j'car  two  acres  of  kind  were  deeded 
to  the  town  by  Mr.  Cunningham  ^  for  the  accommodation  of  the  meeting-hodse 
and  for  a  training  field  and  for  such  other  public  uses  as  the  town  shall'  direct 
forever/'  The  Iu)use  was  erecttd  in  1743,  but  it  never  was  completely  finished* 
The  outside  walls  were  covered  with  unplaned  boards.  At  first,  only  the  pews 
next  the  walls  were  built,  being  fourteen  in  number,  and  four  in  the  gallery. 
Afterwards,  four  seats  were  built  on  each  side  of  the  centre-aisle.  'Nio  mcfa 
occupied  the  seats  on  the  west  side  of  the  church,  and  the  women  those  on  tlie 
cast  side.  The  young  people  occupied  the  gallery.  In  1767  the  house  wicis 
clapbuarded  from  the  i)rocceds  obtained  from  the  sdlo  of  four  pews.  In  1759, 
by  leave  of  the  General  Court,  the  mmistcrial  land,  containing  105  acres  'and 
108  rods,  was  sold  for  $33G.G7.  The  old  structure-served  the  parish  until  17?2, 
when  a  contract  was  made  with  David  Baldwin  to  erect  a  new  liouse,  fifty-six 
feet  long  and  forty-seven  feet  wide,  with  a  porch  at  each  end.  -  It  cdntdined 
thirteen  windows  on  each  side  and  nine  windows  at  each  end.  The  l)ody  of 
the  house  contained  forty-six  pews,  and  the  g:illery  twenty-three.  The 
price  paid  for  the  building  was  seven  hundred  pounds,  with  th&  privilege 
of  using  the  good  material  of  the  old  house.  The  contractor  agreed  to  take 
the  pows  for  a  portion  of  his  pay,  and  they  were  appraised  at  five  hundred 
])ounds.  In  1802  a  tower  and  cupola  with  a  bell  was  added  to  the  house, 
$426.87  l>eing  raised  by  subscription.  In  1838  it  was  enlarged  and  entirely 
remodeled.  In  1843  a  high  wind  blow  over  the  steeple,  and  it  went 
through  the  roof  and  did  great  damage.  The  house  was  destroyed  by  fire  in 
December,  18G0,  and  the  present  church  afterwards  erected  on  its  site  by 
Barnes  &  MuUett. 

The  firs^t  pas^tor  was  Joshua  Eaton,  who  commenced  preaching  in  1743.  A 
church  was  founded  in  1744,  and  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Eaton  took 
place  Nov.  7,  1744.  lie  had  a  salary  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds, 
with  the  land  tax,  voted  by  the    proprietors,  and  a   sum   raised   by  sub- 
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scriptiou  fur  a  settlomcnt.  Five  pounds  wcro  to  bo  added  annually  to  thd 
salary,  until  it  should  he  two  hundred  poundi».  Im  1748  one  biindrcd  }>oundd 
were  added,  and  iu  17GG  it  wa<»  made  equal  to  two  hundred  and  forty-f  mr 
dollars}.*  ^Ir.  Eaton  was  liorn  in  Walthum  iu  1714,  and  graduated  at  Harvard 
in  1735..  Ilo  remained  p:istor  of  the  church  until  his  death,  April  2,  1772. 
During  his  pastorate  there  was  considerable  trouble  iu  reference  to  the  hymn* 
book  which  should  be  used ;  that  of  Stcrnhold  and  Hopkins  having  iKK^n 
employed.  In  17G1  the  church  took  a  vote  upon  the  subject,  and  there  wcro 
thirty-three  fur  the  old  book,  fourteen  for  Dr.  Watts',  nnd  six  for  Brady  and 
Tatc*s.  The  subject  was  then  referred  to  three  ministers,  who  advised  the 
church  to  use  Bnidy  and  Tate*s  on  trial  for  six  months.  In  17G9,  after  trbl  of 
this  book,  tl^e  church  voted  that  the  old  liook  Ix)  used  in  connection  with  Dr.« 
Watts'.  Finally,  in  October,  17G9,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-six  to  six.  Dr.  Watts* 
Psalms  and  Ilymus  was  adopted.  At  this  time,  the  singers,  sat  among  the 
congregation,  and  it  was  not  until  1763  that  they  were  allowed  to  sit  together 
iu^  the  gallery.  When  this,  innovation  was  made,  one  gentleman  told  the 
miuistert  **If  you  give  your  encouragement  tu  such  improprieties,  I  will  servo 
yoii  a  trick  that  the  devil  would  n't —  I  will  leave  you.**  This  appears  to  be 
the  only  dissension  that  occurred  during  Rev.  Mr.  Eaton*s  ministry.  •  ^ 

.  Rev.  Joseph  Pope  succeeded  Mr.  Eaton,  and  was  ordained  Oct.  20,  1773, 
wiUi  a  Wary  of  two  hundred  and  forty-f4)ur  dollars  a  3'.ear.  •  Uc  received  four 
hundred  and  forty-four  dollars  as  settlement.  lie  was  born  in  Pomfret,  Conn  , 
in  1746,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  iu  1770.  lie  occupied  the  pulpit  until 
November,  1818,  when  he  had  a  shock  of  paralysis,  and  died  IVlarch  8,.182G. 
During  Lis  pastorate  the  society  was  at  many  times  unable,  on  account  of  the 
demands  of  the  war,  to  pay  him  his  full  salary  ;  but  their  relations  werQ  always^^ 
pleasant,  and  he  was  highly  esteemed.      . 

During  the  illness  cf  Mr.  f  ope.  Rev.  Stephen  Crosby  supplied  the  puliHt, 
and  in  March,  1819,  be  was  invited  to  become  their  pastor,  and  was  ordained, 
in  JuuQ,  with  a  salary  of  six  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  x)er  annum.     lie  was 
dismissed  May  31,  1825. 

Rev.  Levi  Packard  was  the  next  minister,  and  was  ordained  June  14,  1826,. 
wit^  a  salary, of  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars,  and  the  use  of  u  homso.  - 
He  was  dismissed  in  September,  1853. 

Rev.  Stephen  G.  Dodd,  the  next  minister,  was  instilleil  August  23,  .1854, 
with  a  salary,  including  house,  of  eight  hundred  and  twenty*five  duUara.  His 
dismission  took  place  October,  1860.     Rev.  Thomas  T.  Waterman  succeeded 


*  The  General  Conrt,  in  1749,  passed  an  act  abolisliipg  old  tenor,  and  substituted  wbat  was  caUcd 
iieio  tenor  in  its  stead.  The  currency  was  greatly  depreciated  and  irregular,  and  this  act  was  a 
great  relief  to  the  community.  At.tUe  timo  this  act  was  passed,  twenty  shillings,  old  tcdor,  was 
eq^nal  to  two  shillings  and  cightpencc,  lawful  moncj',  or  about  forty-four  cents.  Consequently, 
tb6  salary  of  Mr.  Ehton,  for  his  first  year,  being  ir>()  pounds,  old  tenor,  was  equal  to  $53.G7,  and  a 
tox  of  twopence,  old  tenor,  per  acre,  calculating  20,000  acres  of  land  for  the  town,  would  be  aboat 
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bim^  and  was  installed  Juno  5,  18G1.  Dunng  bis  ministry  the  church  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  and  services  were  held  in  the  town  ball.  Ho  sent  bis 
resignation  to  the  church  Sept.  8,  18G2,  but  it  was  not  Accepted  until  tho 
installation  of  Rev.  James  Gruickshanks,  Jan.  13,  18G4.  Mr.  Crnickshanks* 
dismissal  took  place  July  12,  1871.  There  was  not  a  regular  minister  until 
Sept.  16,  1873,  when  Rev.  Harrison  A.  Shorey  was  installed.  Ho  wa3 
dismissed  Dec.  21,  187G,  and  Rev.  A.  S.  Walker,  tho  present  pastor,  was 
installed  Nov.  11,  1877. 

A  Baptist  church  was  organized  June  30,  1819,  and  a  church  built  in  tb'o 
north-east  part  of  the  town,  so  as  to  accommodate  adjoining  towns.  Regular 
services  were  held  until  about  1850;  after  that  time  there  was  occasional 
prehching  fop  several  j-cars,  until  the  church  was  sold  to  private  parties.  lu 
1878  another  church  was  organized,  under  the  charge  of  Rev.  O.  S.  C.  Wal- 
lace, and  regular  services  are  held  in  a  private  ball. 

A  Universalist  Society  was  organized  April  22,  1830,  consisting  of  ten 
members.  A  church  was  built  in  1833,  and  regular  services  were  held  until 
about  1850,  when  the  church  was  sold.  Occ:isional  services  were  held  in  tho 
town  hall  until  1877,  when  a  new  society  was  organized,  with  Rev.  F.  A/ 
Bisbee  as  pastor. 

A  Methodist  society  was  organized  in  1811,  and  services  held  in  the 
town  hall  until' 1847,  when  a  church  was  erected.  Rev.  Austin  F.  Hcrrick 
is,  at  present,  pastor  of  the  church.  Through  the  liberality  of  William  Hen-, 
sbaw,  Esq.,  this  church  was  re-buiR  in  1872-^,  and  made  one  of  the  most 
attractive  public  buildings  in  tho  town.  '     ^ 

A  Catholic  church  was  erected  in  1853.  Rev.  Julius  C^sson  and  Rev. 
Thomas  D.  Beaven  are  tho  pastors  at  the  present  time.  Tho  Catholics  com- 
prise nearly  one-half  of  tho  population  of  the  town. 

'Nearly  one  acre  of  the  land  given  to  tho  town  by  Nathaniel  Cunningham  was 
appropriated  for  a  buryiug-ground,  and  was  the  only  one  in  the  place  for  many 
years.  Additional  land  has  been  purchased  from  time  to  time,  until  it  com- 
prises three  acres.  In  1797,  a  house  was  built  for  a  hearse,  and  a  pall  was 
also  purchased.  A  fund  of  about  three  thousand  dollars  has  been  raised  by 
former  and  present  residents,  the  income  of  which  is  used  in  improving  tho , 
grounds,  and  keeping  them  in  good  condition.  The  first  person  buried  in  the 
cemetery  wms  Elizabeth  Adams,  in  December,  1742.  Many  of  the  stones 
which  marl^ed  the  gmves  of  the  old  settlers  have  disappeared,  being  only  com- 
mon stones.  But  few  burials  are'  made  in  this  cemetery  now,  except  by  those 
who  have  owned  lots  for  some  time,  a  new  cemetery  having  been  laid  out  on 
the  bank  of  the  Seven  Mile  River.  This  comprises  many  acres,  and  is  beauti- 
fully situated,  and  tastefully  laid  out.  It  is  known  as  ^Pine  Grove  Cemetery." 
Tho  Catholics  have  a  large  cemetery  on  the  old  cpunty  road,  and  it  is  being 
improved  each  year. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

DISTINGUISHED  IIEX  —  AORICnLTURB  AND  OTHER  BUSINESS  —  MANUFACTUI^ES 

CENTEXNIAI.  CELEBRATION  —  NEWSPAPER  —  SOCIETIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS — 
FINANCE -^PROFESSIONAL    MEN  —  PUBLIC    CHARACTERS  —  INTERESTING    AND 

,     CURIOUS  OLD  TOWN  BUSINESS  —  THE  TOWN  POUND. 

Spencer  has  produced  but.  few  mcu  of  note ;  bat  one  of  these  has  done  as 
much  to  improve  the  conditioa  of  the  people  as  any.  man  that  has  ever  liFcd. 
Elias  Howe,  the  inventor  of  the  sewin;^-inachine,  wixs  born  in  this  town,  July 
9,  1819.  His  youthful  days  were  siicnt  upon  his  father's  farm  in  the  south  part 
of  the  town,  until  he  ^veut  to  Lowell,  where  he  commenced  to  work  on  his 
machine.  His  first  invention  was  patented  Sept.  10,  184C.  Although  he 
was  involved  in  many  t^nits  to  protect  Jiia  ri<rht^,  he  generally  triumphed,  and 
died  wealthy,  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  3»  18C7.  WiHiam  Howe,  an  undo 
of  Elias,  born  May  12,  1803,  was  the  inventor  <.f  the  ^  truss  wooden  bridge,*^ 
which  has. been,  successfully  used  in  bridging  large  streams.  The  large^TOof  of 
the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  depr>t,  in  Bistun,  was  constructed  by  hun; 
and  was 'Considered  a.vx^ry  difBcult  undertaking  at  that  time. 

Agiiculture  was  the  occupation  of  the  [lec^plo  of  Spencer  for  many  years. 
With  the  exception  of  a  few  grUt  and  saw  mills  scattered  througiiout  the  town* 
where  there  was  sufficient,  water,  but  the  chnnges  during  one  hundred  years 
are,,  in  this  respect,  very  marked.  The  town  is  now  one  of  the  leading  lioot 
manufacturing  towns  in  the  State.  From,  this  industry  ipost  of  the  people 
aequLi*e  their  living  and  many  of  the  farmcri  have  small  8hoi)s  on  their  farms,- 
whc^rejhey  worl^  upon  boots  when  their  crops  do  not  require  atteution.  Whilo 
the  ipanufaqture  of.  boots  is  the  leading  industry,  there  are  othc|-s  which  fur- 
uish  employment  to  many  persons.  There  are  four  woolen-mills.,  two  wire- 
mills,  two  box-mills  and  one  heel  manuractory.  The  census  of  187o  gives  the. 
occupation  of  the  inhabitants  as  follows :  Clergymen,  4  ;  .physicians,  6  ;  teach- 
ers, 20 ;  clerks,  22  ;  merchants  and  traders,  47  ;  railroad  emplo^^^s,  11 ;  sales* 
men,  3;  teamsters,,  24;  farmers,  152;  hostlers,  9;  boot  and  shoo  niakoi*s,, 
1,108;  tinsmiths^?;  carpenters,  $1;  masons,  13;  painters,  IG;  blacksmithsi,. 
13;  priutcrf},  8;  woolen- factory  o^xcrativcs,  109;  wire- makers,  $0;  box-mak-. 
crs,  14;  laborers,  34  ;  retired,  3;  housewives,  1,111 ;  housekeepers,  22 ;  I|ouse- 
work,  56;  domestic  Gfcrvauts,  54 ;  seamstresses,  5;  dressmakers,  10;  milli- 
ners, 3.  lu'  187^,  the  agricultural  productions  were  $181), 1G2,  while  the  prod- 
ucts of  manufacture  were  $2,889,116.  Other  industries  have  been  established 
but  they  are  now  extinct.  The  most  important  of  these  was  the  manuftusturo 
ofr|)owdcr  by  Lewis  Bcmis  and  Edward  Hall.  In  1837,  there  were  two  of 
l&ese  mills  and  162,500  pounds  of  powder  were  manufactured,  (;f  the  value  of 
$14,500.     In  1850,  the  products  were  twenty-five  tons,  valued  at  $15,030«. 
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April  21,  1840,  one  of  these  milld  was  destroyed  by  explosion,  and  three  men 
wei-c  killed.  In  October  of  the  same  year,  another  mill  blew  up,  but  no  one 
was  injured.  Nov.  4,  1853,  nuother  explosion  occurred,  and  five  men  were 
killed.     Soon  after  this  the  business  was  given  up,  .  ;? 

The  making  of  palm-leaf  hats  afforded  the  housewife  means  to  obtain  ''pin 
money"  for  herself  and  family,  and  these  were  disposed  of  at  tlio  stores  or 
sold  to  collectors.  In  1837,  there  were  29, COO  hats  made,  of  the  value  of 
$700. 

The  small  water-power  in  the  main  village  was  put  to  use  at  an  early  day. 
In  1810,  a  woolen-mill  was  erected  on  Elm  Street,  on  the  site  of  Capin's  mill, 
and  it  was  run  by  Jabcz  Howe,  Willard  Rice  and  John  Jenks  for  several  j'ears, 
until  sold  to  Amos  Drown  &  Co.  Soon  after  the  ci-ection  of  this  mill  a  second 
one  was  erected  near  the  site  of  Livcrmorc's  box-shop,  and  occupied  by  Chapin 
&  Prouty.  In  1837,  there  were  employed  in  these  two  mills,  thirty-one  males 
and  twenty-three  females;  thirty-four  thousand  yards  of  cloth  were  manufac- 
tured, valued  at  eighty-seven  thousand  dollars.  In  1837,  Brown  &  Co.'i*  fac- 
tory was  destroyed  by  fire,  andj  in  1889,  Chapin  &  Prouty's  suffered  the  same 
fate.  Tl)ey  were  soon-rebuilt.  About  1840,  William  Ilenshaw  and  Silas  and 
Nathaniel  Eldridge  came  from  Worcester  and  engilged  in  the  manufacture  df 
cotton  and  satinet  goods.  The  "  Westville  ^'  mill  was  erected  by  Nathaniel 
Eldridge  about  that  time.  In  1850,  II.  J.  Lyman  &  Co.,  Thomas  IL  Shorey 
and  William  Ilenshaw  were  making  satinet,  and  Nathaniel  Eldridge,  cott6ti 
goods.  The  production  at  that  time  was  valued  at  fifty-eight  thousand  dollars. 
Since  that  time  there  have  been  many  changes  in  the  ownership  of  these  mills, 
and  in  the  quality  and  kind  of  goods  made.  There  are  at  present  four  facto- 
ries in  operation  owned  by  Upham  &  Sagendorph,  Upham  &  Ladd,  XJpham  & 
Kelly  and  Upham  &  Stanley.  In  1875,  the  production  of  these  ntills  was 
valued  at  three  hundred  and  forty  thousand  dollars.  The  mill  occupied  by 
Upham  &  Kelly  was,  when  it  was  first  erected,  about  1845,  used  as  a  wheel 
manufactory. 

One  of  the  impoi*tant  industries  of  the  town  is  that  of  wire-making,  which 
is  carried  on  in  "Wire A'illage"  aI)oat  two  miles  from  the  Centre.  Ijcicaied 
on  Seven-Mile  River,  it  his  the  largest  water-power  in  the  town.  The  fir.4t  saw- 
mill erected  in  the  town  was  built  near  the  site  of  Sugden  &  Myrick's  saw- mill, 
about  1740,  by  James  Wilson.  The  war  of  1812  stopped  the  supply  of  wiro 
from  England  for  the  card  factories  in  Leicester,  and  induced  Americans  to 
t:ike  hold  of  the  business.  In  that  year  Elliot  Prouty  commenced  wire-draw- 
ing in  a  mill  near  the  saw-mill.  After  the  declaration  of  peace  the  business 
died  out  and  Mr.  Prouty  went  West.  He  returned  in  1820,  and  with  bis 
brother,  Russell  Prouty,  resumed  the  business.  After  a  few  years,  FosUir 
Disco  bought  tbem  out,  and  he  in  turii  sold  to  his  brother,  Roswell  Bisco.  Ill 
1847,  ho  sold  out  to  Nathaniel  Myrick  and  Richard  Sugden.  Lower  down 
the  stream^  Eli  Hatch  carded  wool  for  Inany  years,  and,  in  1830,  he  codi- 
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mcnced  the  wire  business.  He  was  succeeded  bj  Liberty  Proiity,  mid  after 
his  death  the  business  was  carried  on  by  his  sons,  Jodas  B*  and  Joel  £•  Proufy. 
In  1876,  the  Spencer  Wire  Company  was  formed*  and  the  wire  business  of  tbo 
upper  and  lower  village  is  now  done  under  that  name.  In  1S37,  there  were 
ten  tons  of  wire  manufactured  by  four  mills,  employing  ten  hands ;  tbo  valtio 
of  the  wire  was  $10,480.  Tbo  value  of  the  wire  manufactured  in  1850  was 
114,100;  in  18G0,  $80,000,  and  in  1875,  about  $150,000. 

The  manufacture  of  scythes,  hoes  and  cutlery  was  carried  on  by  Ziba  Eaton 
in  the  upper  ^  Wire  Village,'*  between  1830  and  1850.  In  the  latter  year  ono 
hundred  and  twenty  dozen  of  scythes  were  made,  valued  at  $1,200.  This  busi- 
ness was  given  up  about  1855. 

The  manufacture  of  sole  boots  began  early  in  the  present  century.  It  Is 
said  that  Charles  Watson  of  Si)encer  made  the  fir^t  venture,  but  it  did  n:;t 
prove  a  financial  success.  He  made  eighty-four  pairs  in  1^09,  and  sold  them 
to  a  Southern  trader  for  fotir  dollars  and  fifty  ocdts  iierpair^  and  never  received 
his  pay.  The  real  fomider  of  this  enterpris^^  was  Josiah  Green.  He  and  his 
brother  Xii^thaniel  started  iir  the  business  of-i^iaj^in^^^ilo  boots  in  Leicester  ia 
the  :winter  of  1811-12,  with  a  cap.ital;iK>f  nifiefy-firci  dtiltiVs^  Josiah  ^^ontrib* 
uting.six  and  Nathaniel  eighty-five^^  They1:iv^VkedKi'lh^  mother's  garret  and 
used  ^card  splits.":  The  hppt|9  cQst  $l.-25  per  pair..  Iti  the  summer,  Josiah, 
being  at  itfae  time  nineteen^yesris  of  fge**  staKcd  ..Jbr '  Bostpn  with  d  horse-load; 
He  foQUfl  it  difficult  to  dispose  of  .them,  mi|  ^natj^^aA  auctioneer  took  h«alf  a 
dc^cn'poir  on  trial.  '  They  sold  so^  weir  that  He  took  the  remaimjer  of  the  load 
at  $^.30  per  pair.  Thie  next  summer  Josiah  took  a. load  of^ci^Sii  hundred 
pairs  to  Albaivy,  ^*  T-»  s^ud  sold  tbeni  to  army  6ofltractbt:s  at  $2;!25  per  pair. 
In  1815^  the  brdthers  dissolved  and  Josial^d  sbai^f  tbe-^sol^ts  fi^r  the  three 
years  amounted  toififtecii  hundred  dollars.  V)ci  lgl7,  he  nipyeU  to  SpeUccr,  and 
manufactured'^bbots  in  his  house.  lie  disposed  of  them'  by  carrying  them 
about  the  country  and  selling  at  the  stores.  Soon  after  1817,  he  commenced 
to  use  pegs.  His  house  was  his  workshop  until  1837,  when  he  erected  the  old 
shop  still  standing  on  the  old  county  road,  and  adorned  with  a  plain  but  histor- 
ical sign,  ^Josiah  Green's  boot  manufactory,  established  in  1812.''  Such  was 
the  humble  beginning  of  an  industry  which  has  not  only  built  up  tliis  town  but 
many  others  throughout  the  New  England  States,  and  has  become  one  of  tbo 
leading  branches  of  industry  of  tliis  country.  Mr.  Green  continued  in  busi- 
ness until  18G7,  when  ho  retired,  leaving  it  to  his  three  sons.  Ho  died  ia 
187G.  When  it  was  found  that  the  business  was  a  paying  one  others  engaged 
in  it  with  more  or  less  success. 

In  1820,  Isaac  Prouty  commenced  to  make  boots  for  the  trade  in  a  small 
shop  in  what  is  called  '^  North  Spencer.'*  In  1855,  ho  moved  to  the  village 
and  erected  a  shop,  which  formerly  stood  near  the  Methodist  church.  This 
soon  became  too  small  for  his  business;  and,  in  1859,  a  portion  of  the  present 
factory  was  erected,  and  soon  after  his  sons  were  admitted  as  partners.     Addi- 
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tions  have  been  made  to  the  factory,  and  at  the  present  time  it  is  four  bnndred 
and  fifty-five  feet  long  and  five  stories  high,  and  is  claimed  to  be  the  largest 
boot  factory  in  the  world.  Isaac  Prouty  died  in  1871,  and  the  business  is  now 
conducted  by  his  three  sons.  In  1837,  one  hundred  and  sixt^^-two  males  and 
twent^'-eight  females  were  employed  in  making  boots  and  bhoes;  52,091  pairs 
of  boots  were  made,  and  2,940  pairs  of  shoes,  their  value  was  $10G,49G.  In 
18«50,  there  were  six  boot  factories  in  operation,  owned  by  Josiah  Green,  Isnao 
Prouty,  Grout,  Bush  &  Co.,  A.  T.  &  E.  Jones,  Charles  E.  Denny  and  Wat- 
son, Bemis  &  Co.  The  value  of  boots  manufactured  was  *two  hundred  and 
fifteen  thousand  dollars.  In  18G0  there  were  seven  firms,  Josiah  Green  &Co., 
Isaac  Prouty  &  Co.,  Grout,  Bush  &  Co.,  A.  T.  &  E.  Jones,  David  Prouty  & 
Co.,  Livermorc  &  Drury  and  C.  &  G.  Watson.  The  amount  of  capital  invested 
was  one  hundred  and  thiit^'-three  thousand  dollars,  and  the  value  of  produc- 
tion five  hupdred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars.  At  the  present  time  the  firms 
manufacturing  b  mts  arc  Josiah  Green  &  Co  ,  E.  Jones  &  Co.,  Bullard  & 
Temple,  David  Prouty  &  Co.,  Isaac  Prouty  &  Co.,  Bush  &  Grout,  E.  E. 
Kent  &  Co.,  Prouty  Bros.,  J.  E.  Bacon  and  David  A.  Drury.  The  amount 
of  capital  invested  in  the  business  in  1875  was  $525,040,  and  the  vabie  of 
goods  produced  $2,155,429.  The.  boot  manufacturers  have  suflcred  but  little 
from  fires.  The  only  losses  from  this  cause  are  those  of  David  A.  Drury, 
whose  factory  was  entircl}'  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  winter  of  1874,  and  Bush 
&  Grout,  their  factory  being  burned  in  December,  1875.  The  latter  was 
the  largest  fire  that  ever  occurred  in  the  town,  the  factory  and  five  other 
buildings  being  burned.  Connected  with  the  boot  business  are  those  of 
currying  and  box-making.  The  former  business  was  carried  on  for  some 
years  previous  to  1860  by  Edward  Proctor  and  Joseph  W.  ^lorse,  since  that 
time  the  business  has  entirely  disappeared.  The  business  of  making  boxes 
for  boots  has  been  a  growing  one,  to  correspond  to  the  giowth  of  the  boot 
business,  and  the  farmers  have  found  a  ready  and  good  market  for  their 
pine  lumber.  The  business  is  now  conducted  by  Ebenezer  Howe  and  Warren 
J.  Livermoro.  The  products  of  this  industry,  in  1875,  were  valued  at  forty 
thousand  dollars.  The  manufacture  of  ^hoe  heels  is  carried  on  by  William  A. 
Barr;  the  products,  in  1875,  were  valued  at  eleven  thousand  dollars.  The 
manufacture  of  chairs  has  been  carried  on  for  many  3- ears  in  *'IIilUville**  by 
Sullivan  Hill. 'These  are  the  most  important  of  the  industries  c^irricd  on  in 
the  town  at  present. 

In  1871,  Isaac  Prouty,  Henry  R.  Green  and  Erastus  Jones  were  incorpo- 
rated as  the  Spencer  Savings  Bank.  TheoiEce  was  for  some  time  in  the  count- 
ing-room of  E.  Jtmes  &  Co.  until  the  erection  of  the  ^*  Bank  Block  "  in  1875* 
In  that  year  the  Spencer. National  Bank  was  incori)orated  with  a  capital  of 
$150,000.     Erastus  Jones  is  president,  and  W.  L.  Demond,  cashier. 

^  The  Centennial  '*  was  observed  by  a  procession  of  the  di  Iferent  societies  and  the 
fire  department,  an  oration  by  Hon.  Geo.  B.  Loring  and  a  dinner  in  the  town  hall. 
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A  weekly  newspaper,  **Tbe  Speneer  Sun,'*  was  establishOed  in  1872,  by 
Samuel  O.  Ames.    The  present  pniprietor  is  James  Pickup. 

A  Masonic  lodge  was  cstahlished  in  1872,  a  lodge  of  Odd  Fellows  in  1877, 
iind  an  order  of  the  Improved  Red  Men  in  the  same  year,  and  a  council  of  the 
Boyal  Arcanum  in  1879.  The  Irish  have  a  lodge  of  the  Ancient  Order  of 
Hibernians,  and  the  French  the  St.  John  Baptist  Society.  The  latter  is  the 
lai^st  organization  in  the  place,  uuml)ering  over  four  hundred.  In  1821,  the 
** Ladies'  Benevolent  Society"  connected  with  the  Congregational  church  was 
formed.  Of  the  first  forty  members,  only  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Grout  and  Mrs.  Den- 
liis  Ward  survive. 

The  town  debt  in  1855  was  $0,215  ;  in  1860,  $2,6R0 ;  in  1865,  $18,886 ;  in 
1870,  $5,984 ;  in  1875,  $56,300.  This  debt  was  incurred  by  the  erection  of 
the  town  hall.     The  debt  at  present  is  about  $60,000. 

"  The  early  physicians  of  the  town  wore  James  Ormcs^  Asa  Burden,  William 
Frinka  Benjamin  Drury,  Jonas  Guilford,  Cheney  Potter,  Asa  Jones,  Jonas 
Guilford  and  Edward  C.  Dyer.  James  Ormcs  settled  here  in  1732.  The 
present  physicians  are  Edward  M.  Wheeler,  Marquis  ILiU,  Charles  L.  Kings^ 
bur}',  Edward  R.  Wheeler,  I.  Verncr,  O.  S.  Chapman  and  Jilarc  Fontaine.  Others 
have  been  here  for  a  short  time.  Charles  P.  Daiton  and  Edward  W.  Bowo 
practice  dentistry.  The  first  lawyer  who  located  in  town  was  Bradford  Sumner 
in  1813.  He  remained  but  a  few  weeks.  John  Davis  commenced  his  profes- 
sional career  hero  in  1815.  lie  removed  to  Worcester  in  1816,  and  was  after- 
ward a  Represent  alive  to  Congress  for  ten  years.  Governor  of  the  State  for 
three  terms  and  Senator  in  Congress  for  two  terms.  The  other  lawyers  faavo 
beeii  William  S.  Andrews  Jocatcd  in  181 G  ;  Daniel  Knight,  in  1817  ;  Napoleoh* 
B,.Smilh,  in  1852;  William  T.  Harlow,  in  1854,  and  Albert  W.  Curtis,  iu 
18i4.  Mr.  Ilariow,  at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  in  18G1,  formed  axoropahy 
oxid  joined  the  21st  Regiment.  He  is  now  assistant-clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
for  the  county.  The  criminal  business  of  the  town  was  done  for  many  years 
by  John  Bisco,  Esq.,  then  by  James  Draper,  Esq.  In  1858  Luther  Hill  wiis 
commissioned  a  Trial  Justice,  and  still  remains  in  the  oflScc. 

The  following  persons  have  been  connected  with  the  State  government  :•-*— 
William  Uphani,  Councillor  in  1878-9 ;  Senators :  James  Draper  in  1831-2, 
William  Upham  in  1859,  and  Luther  Hill  in  18G7  ;  Delegates  to  the  C(mstiUi- 
tional  Conventions:  John  Bisco  in  1779,  James  Drai>er  in  1820,  and  Jaboz 
Green  in  1853;  Representatives  to  the  General  Court:  Oliver  Watson  in 
1^75-76-77-80,  John  Bisco.  in  1777-80-81,  John  Muzzy  in  1779,  Isaac  Jenks, 
1782  to  '86  ;  James  Hathaway,  1787  to  1794 ;  Benjamin  Drury,  1794  to  1811 ; 
Jonas  Muzzy,  1811-12;  Fhinea^  Jones,4812;  James  Draper,  1813  to  1819; 
WilHhin  Bemis,  1820;  Rufus  Adams,  1823;  William  Pope,  1827;  James 
Draper,  1828  to  1832 ;  Rufus  Adams,  1832 ;  Walton  Livermore,  1831 ;  David 
Prouty,  1833-34 ;  Lewis  Bemis,  1834-35  ;  Amos JBrown,  1835;  James  Draper, 
188C-37 ;  Dennis  Ward,  183&-3 7-39-47-56 ;  Walter  Sibley,  1838 ;  Eleazer  B. 
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Draper,  1839-40-41-45 ;  Jonas  Gailford,  ^  1842 ;  Jabez  Green,  1843-44-50; 
Milton  Boydcn,  1848 ;  William  Baldwin,  1851 ;  Alonzo  Temple,  1852;  Alan- 
son  Prouty,  1853;  William  Hcnshaw,  1854;  William  Upham,  1857-72;  J^hn 
L*  Bush,  1859;  George  L-  Ilobbs,  ISfil ;  Luther  Hill,  1*803-65-70;  bextw 
Bullard,  18G7;  Erastus  Jones,  1874;  David  Prouty,  1876,  and  James  tl. 
Ames  in  .1878.  Spencer,  for  several  years  after  its  incori>oration,  elected  a 
representative  alone.  Then  a  representative  district  was  formed  of  Spencer 
and  Leicester.  In  1866'  the  to>yns  of  Auburn,  Charlton,  Leicester,  Spencer 
and  Southliridge  were  formed  into  a  representative  district.  In  1876  Oxfordt 
Southbridge«  Charlton  and  Spencer  were  made  a  district.  Since  the  incorpora- 
tion of  the  town  there  have  been  twenty-two  clerks.  Benjamin  Drury  held 
the  oflSce  for  thirty-two  successive  years  from  1787  to  1820.  One  hun|ijred 
and  forty  persons  have  held  the  office  of  selectman,  from  five  to  three  bcimg 
fleeted  each  year;  the  latter  number  has  been  elected  for  several  years. 
James  Watson  held  the  office  for  twenty-three  successive  years,* from  1785  to 
1809  ;  Jonas  Muzzy  for  nineteen  years,  Benjamin  Drury  for  sixteen  years,  and 
David  Prouty  for  fifteen  ycinrs.  The  town  has  had  twenty-one  treasurers. 
John  Bisco  was  treasurer  for  twenty-one  years ;  Horace  A.  Grout,  the  present 
treasurer,  was  first  elected  in  1868.  The  town  has  had  eighty  different  persons 
for  assessors.  John  Biscoheld  the  office  for  twenty-three  years,  David  Proutjr 
for  seventeen  j-ears,  Thomas  Sprague  for  eighteen  years,  James  Draper  for 
twenty-seven  years,  and  David  Bemis,  one  of  the  present  assessors,  has  held 
the  office  for  thirty-five  years.  Luther  Hill  has  been  moderator  at  twenty 
annual  meetings.  Siuco  the  formation  of  the  Republican  party  the  voters  have 
given  large  majorities  for  its  candidates.  In  1864  the  vote  for  Governor  was 
three  hundrcQ  and  fifty-four  for  John  A.  Andrew,  and  fifty-three  for  Henry .W. 
Paine.  At  the  first  election  of  Governor,  in  1780,  John  Hancock  bad  sixty-nin^ 
votes  and  no  opposition,  and  in  1783-84-90-91  and  '93  he  had  no  opposition* 
In  1794-95  Samuel  Adams  had  sixty-one  votes  each  year,  with  no  oj)positio^. .  . 

In  1757  it  was  voted  that  the  town  meetings,  for  the.future,  be  warned' by 
the  constables  going  from  house  to  house. 

At  the  annual  meetiug  in  March,  1784,  it  was  voted  ^  that  each  person  ke^ 
on,  hitj  hat,  if  he  pleases,  while  in  the  meeting." 

.At  a  meeting  held  Dec.  10,  1821,  it  was  voted  *Mhat  leave  bo  given  to  put 
stoves,  into  the  meeting-house,  by  subscription,  and  without  any  cost  to  the 
town,  under  the  inspection  of  the  selectmen.'*  This  is  the  first  record  of  any 
heating  of  the  church,  and  for  several  years  afterwards  the  town  voted  **not  to 
furnish  fuel  for  the  stoves  in  the  meeting-house.'' 

At  the  March  meeting  in  1831  it  was  toted  **  to  appropriate  $100  towards 
purchasing  a  fire-engine  for  the  town,  and  for  the  erectioa  of  a  building  to 
contain  it."    The  hand  engine  was  purchased  soon  afterwards. 

May  5, 1803,  it  was  voted  ^to  allow  seventeen  cents  bounty  on  crows  till  ^ 
the  first  day  of  July  next^  to  be  paid  by  the  Town  Treasurer.** 
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Tbe  town  has  been  but  little  troubled  with  contagious  diseases;    The  CoHow* 
ii^,  petition  appears  upon  the  town  records,  dated  Sept.  13,  1792;—  . 


^3b  the  Cfenilemen  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Spencer  :  Humbly  showeth  tliat  bj 
of  the  prevalcnqr  of  the  Small  Pox  in  this  State,  and  the  stage  passengers  quartering  at 
Ur.  Isaac  Jenks,  that  he  and  his  family  are  in  the  greatest  danger  of  taking  the  infec- 
tion, if  itliey  have  not.  as  j'et  taken  it,  whereby  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  may  be 
greatly  indangered^  without  a  place  or  house  lieing  appointed  to  receive  him  and  others, 
tliink  it  neceasar}'  that  the  Selectmen  forthwith  call  a  meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  of 
said  town,  to  see  if  tlie  town  will  indulge  said  Jenks  and  family  only,  and  others  if  the 
town  see  fit,  the  liberty  of  being  enoculated  with  the  small  pox  in  some  house^** . 

Two  meetings  were  held  on  the  above  i)etition,  and  the  town  **  voted  to  take 
no  aibtion  tbereou."  In  lo72  small-pox  was  quite  prevalent  among  the  French 
inhabitants." 

An  article  in.  a  warrant,  Nov.  12, 1821^  was  **to  see  if  the  town  will  purchase 
k  farm  and  other  accommodations  fur  the  use  of  the  town's  poor.**  A  committee 
of  five  was  choseii'to  consider  tbe  subject,  and  they  reported  in  favor  of  buying 
a  fiirm.  It  was  not  until  Sept.  19,  1823,  that  tbe  town  took  final  action  on  tho 
8ul>ject,  and  purchased  the  (arms  of  Eleazer  B.  Drai)er,  coutuiuing  96  acres, 
for  $2,600,  and  of  Joseph  Cbeever,  containiug  6G^  acres,  for  81,650.  These 
constitute  tbe  present  town  farm.  Tbe  cost  of  supporting  the  poor  at  that 
time  was  about  $800.  At  tbe  present  time  $3,00U  is  used  for  that  purpose. 
In  this  connection  tbe  following  notice  may  bo  of  interest :  — 

**2b  tlie  Selectmen  of  Spencer: 

6raTLEMEN,*-I  hereby  acquaint  you  in  a  formal  manner  that  a  certain  mollatto  girl, 

called  Naomio  C&dy,  whom  I  have  hod  in  my  family  in  the  state  and  capacity  of  a 

minor,  for  a  number  of  years,  has  arrived  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  3'ears,  on  tho  2d  day 

of  this  instant,  and  is  capable  of  acquiring  a  legal  right  of  habitation  in  this  town  if 

measures  be  not  taken  to  prevent  it. 

Jos.  Pope." 
"  Spencer,  July  5,  17D3.'* 

An  article  in  a  warrant,  Dec.  19,  1777,  was  **To  see  if  any  person  will 
appear  to  take  Pbiuetis  Leonard  for  any  reasonable  compensation  for  the 
ensuing  year." 

March  10,  17G6,  it  was  voted  ^that  tho  Selectmen  for  the  time  being  shall 
act  discretionary  with  regard  to  warning  persons  to  depart  out  of  this  district, 
who  are  not  legal  inhabitants." 

The  town  pound,  when  first  erected,  was  built  upon  the  common,  near  tho 
church.  The  date  of  its  erection  is  not  known.  In  ]klarcb,  1768,  it  was  voted 
**to  build  a  new  pound  with  stone ;  s:iid  pound  is  to  be  30  feet  within,  tho  walls 
six  feet  and  a  half  high  and  capt  with  timber."  Seven  pounds  was  appropriated 
for  building  it.  It  appears  that  it  was  as  liltlo  used  then  as  the  pound  is  at 
the  present  day,  for  in  a  warrant  dated  March  26,  1772,  was  an  article  **to  see 
if  the  District  will  take  the  pound  to  help  underpin  the  meeting-house."    Tho 
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vote  was  in  the  negative.  In  1790  the  town  voted  **not  to  take  the  pound  to 
fence  the  burying-ground  and  erect  another  in  some  suitable  place.**  In  1791 
it  was  voted  '^not  to  move  the  pound."  At  this  time  there  was  a  demand  for 
more  room  on  the  common  for  horse-sheds,  and  in  174G  half  an  acre  of  land 
was  bought  of  Rev.  Joseph  Pope  to  enlarge  it,  and  in  Alarch  of  that  year  it 
was  voted  "to  build  a  town  pound  on  Mr.  Jeremiah  Whittcmore's  land,  at  the 
corner  of  the  town  road  where  it  turns  to  Benjamin  Gleason*s,  of  the  saioib 
bigness  of  the  old  one,  three  sides  of  stone  and  one  of  wood.**  The  pound  was 
constructed  by  Mr.  Whittemore  for  eleven  pounds,  and  finished  in  November 
of  that  year.  In  1825  the  iK)und  was  repaired,  but  it  has  been  used  but  little. 
For  many  year^  it  was  voted  at  the  annual  meeting  "that  swine  run  at  large, 
being  yoked  and  ringed  as  the  law  directs.**  In  the  early  days  of  the  distriet 
cattle  were  allowed  to  pasture  upon  the  common ;  for  in  1754  it  was  voted  **tbat 
strangers*  cattle  should  be  charged  twa  shillings  and  eighteen  pence  per  head, 
and  sheep  one  shilling  per  head,  to  run  on  the  common." 

A  history  of  the  town  was  written  by  James  Draper,  Esq.,  in  184&|  and 
re-written  by  him  in  1860« 


• ' 
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VOftMATIOir  AND  OHIGIX  —  PHYSICAL    ASPECTS  —  INDIAN    DEALINGS — iPROaRESS 
OF  Sl^TTLEMENT  —  RAIDS  AND  DISTRESSES — WAR  BISTORT — INCORPORATION — 

NOTES  AND  INCIDENTS. 

• 

Fko>i  a  corner  of  the  ample  domain  of  Lancaster,  was  the  town  of  Sterling 
canred^  yet  it  is  one  of  the  larger  towns  of  tho  Commonwealth,  being  above  the 
uTerage  in  the  number  of  square  miles.  The  Indian  name  for  this  Action  of 
the  old  town  was  Woonsechocksett,  which,  in  the  usage  of  the  the  white  men, 
was  parted  in  the  middle,  and  spelled  Chocksett,  or  Choxett.  Sometimes  one 
of  tho  t's  was  omitted.  The  aborigines,  in  their  idleness,  would  find  time  to 
pronounce  long  and  hard-sounding  words,  whibh  the  busy  Yankee  broke  into 
small  and  portable  parts  of  speech.  The  town  contains  between  twenty-seven 
and  twenty-eight  square  miles  of  tcrritor^s  and  seventeen  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  acres  of  land. 

The'centro  is  in  latitude  42^  26%  and  it  is  twelve  miles  in  right  line  to  the 
court-house  in  Worcester.  The  distance  to  Boston  is  about  forty  miles.  By 
rail  Or  road,  the  distance  to  both  places  is  somewhat  increased. 

Thcf  surface  of  the  country  is  very  uneven,  being  broken  into  large  and  lesser 
hills  in  every  part,  yet  there  is  very  little  **  unimprovable  lund^  in  the  town. 
In  this^  respect  the  soil  is  divided  as  follows  in  the  State  census,  1875.  Land 
under  crops  —  acres,  4,309| ;  orchards,  28^^ ;  unimproved  land,  1),142J  ;  wood-  ' 
land,  3^26 J;  unimprovable  land,  53.V  acrcs.  The  soil  was  naturally  good, 
being  moisrt;  and  fertile;  and  it  is  ^improvable,"  to  a  high  degree,  under  tho 
hand  of  skilled  labor.  It  is  good  for  tillage,  pasturage,  and  mowing.  All 
kinds  of  grain  and  vegetables,  common  to  New  England,  are  produced  in 
abundance. 

As  the  town  lies  between  tho  Nashua  Valley  on  the  east,  and  the  valley  of 
Still  River  on  the  west,  it  is  made  up  of  several  irregularly  parallel  ridges 
extending  north  and  south,  with  pleasant  valleys  between  them.  There  are 
four  or  'five  elevations  that  take  the  name  of  distinct  hills,  htit  most  of  them 
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belong  to  ranges  of  unequal  height.  The  west  flank  of  George  Hill  is  in 
Sterling,  Redstone  Ilill,  so  called  from  tbo  stone  colored  with  iron,  is  east  of 
the  centre.  Kendall  Ilill  is  south  by  c:ist  of  the  centre.  Fitch's  Ilill  is  directly 
west  of  the  centre.  Rowley's  Hill  is  north  of  this,  and  Justice  Hill  is  in  tho 
extreme  north-west  part  of  tho  town.  The  first  four  form  a  barrier  round  the 
centre,  with  openings  north  and  south.  On  tho  east  side  of  tho  central  villago 
a  stream  flows  north  into  Wekcpekit  Brook,  and  enters  tho  Nashua  in  the  west 
of  Lancaster.  Another  brook  flows  south,  on  tho  west  side  of  the  village,  into 
Waushacum  Lake.  Those  hills,  and, tho  long  ridges  to  which  they  belong,  are 
all  covered  with  living  green  to  their  rolling  summits,  as  are  the  valleys  between. 
Ih  the  middle  of  the  south  end  of  the  town  is  West  Waushacum  Pond,  or  lake, 
covering  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres.  East  of  this,  some  sixty  rods,  lies  East 
Waushacum,  having  an  area  of  one  htindreii  and  ninety  acres.  This  is  connected 
with  tho  other  by  a  brook,  and  the  waters  of  both  lakes  are  discharged  by  an 
overflowing  stream  into  Still  River,  near  Oakdale.  These  lalces  are  unsurpassed 
by  any  in  the  county,  in  the  combination  of  particulars  which  make  up  delight- 
ful scenery.  Tho  water  is  pure  and  sweet.  Tho  shores  are  partly  wooded  and 
partly  cultivated  land.  The  borders  and  bottom  are  sandy  or  pebbly,  and  the 
sides  wind  in  many  graceful  curves  that  delight  the  eye.  The  land  in  one 
direction  is  level ;  in  another  rises  in  gentle  swells ;  and,  in  still  another,  in 
bolder  outlines.  In  plain  sight  rises  tho  rounded  mass  of  Wachusett.  Nor' 
are  these  lakes  without  a  wild  and  tender  historical  intercst.  Here,  between 
tho  lakes,  or  just  on  the  southern  side  of  the  intervening  land,  was  the  capital 
of  Sbolan,  the  good  sachem,  who  welcomed  the  English,  and  always  lived  in 
amity  with  them.  In  his  wigwam  Indian  councils  were  held,  and  around  it 
were  Indian  games  and  sports.  Hero  was  a  church  of  converted  Indir^ns, 
with  their  pastor,  elder,  deacon,  and  constable,  armed  with  a  ^Mdack  staff 
apd  power,"  to  keep  the  peace  and  suppress  powwows  and  drunkenne^. 
Hero  wore  Indian  regattas,  called  by  another  name,  where  the  light  cajioes 
sped  over  the  water,  swift  as  the  pickerel  darted  beneath.  Here  camo  Philip 
in  the  spring  of  1G7G,  and  infused  his  revengeful  and  ambitious  spirit  iutoSani, 
the  unworthy  grandson  of  Sholan.  And  here,  also,  was  what  tho  local  annal- 
ists are  pleased  to  style  thefii-st  naval  contest  in  tho  inland  .waters. of  Massa- 
chusetts. In  May,  1G7G,  Capt.  Henchman,  when  marching  towards  the. 
Connecticut  Valley,  was  told  that  a  party  of  the  enemy  was  at  Waushacum.  Ho 
turned  hither  and  surprised  n  party  in  their  canoes  taking  fish.  He  led  an 
instant  at  tick  upon  them,  in  their  boats,  when  seven  of  the  Indians  wore  killed, 
and  twenty-nine  taken  prisoners. 

A  little  north  of  the  west  end  of  East  Waushacum,  are  the  debris  of  an  old 
mine,  which  was  formerly  wrought  with  energy,  though  with  poor  results. 
Shafts  were  sunk  as  early  as  1755  in  search  of  silver  ore.  A  Swede  was  the 
head  workman,  and  ho  was  in  the  mine  at  tho  time  of  the  great  earthquake. 
Ore  in  paying  quantities  was  not  found,  and  the  work  ceased.    The  opening' 
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remains,  though  noarly  filled  with  water.  Tradition  aays  the  shaft  was  carried 
more  than  a  hundred  foot  into  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  the  mass  of  broken 
pieces  of  **plumbagO|  nickel,  sulphates  of  copper,  and  of  iron,  q«artz,  and 
various  other  minerals,'*  confirm  the  statement.  A  rich  carbonate  of  iron,  con- 
taining ninety  per  cent,  of  pure  metal,  is  said  to  have  been  the  chief  ph>duct. 

It  was  nearly  seventy-seven  years  after  the  pioneers  of  Lancaster  had 
built  their  log-houses,  before  the  territory  now  constituting  Sterling,  received 
any,  permanent  white  settlers.  This  territory  did  not,  originally,  belong 
tp  Limcaster.  When  Sholan  sold  the  land  to  Thomas  King,  about  1742-3, 
he  retained  all  lyiog  west  of  the  Lancaster  original  line.  It  was  not  till 
about  the  Ijeginning  of  the  eighteent)i  century,  that  Tabuuto  sold  a  tract  four 
miles  wide,  and  ten  or  twelve  miles  long,  west  of  Lancaster,  to  John  Prescott 
and  others,  inhal)itantsr  of  Lancaster,  wUch  purchase  was  confirmed  by  a  grant 
of.  the  General  Court  in  1713.  Seven  years  later,  in  1720,  the  Hrst  white 
settlers  took  up  their  abode  in  this  tract.  They  were  the  children  of  Lancaster 
parents,  probably  settled,  in  most  cases,  on  parcels  of  land  which  had  fallen  to 
their  fathers  in  some  of  the  numerous  *' divisions  "  made  by  the  Lancaster  pro- 
prietors. Gamaliel  Bcaman,  son  of  John,  and  grandson  of  Gamaliel,  who 
<)l|me  to  Lancaster  in  1659,  was  the  first  permanent  resident.  He  was  imme- 
diately followed  by  Samuel  Ssiwyer,  Benjamin  Houghton,  David  Osgood,  and 
Jonathan  Osgopd.  They  hud  all  erected  houses,  according  to  the  statement  of 
the  late  Isaac  Goodwijn,  ]£sq.,  before  1726,  and  they  are  supposed  to  have  been 
tjho  only  inhabitants  at  that  date.  They  all  settled  near  each  other,  north-west 
qf  the  meeting-l;iouse.  As  the  history  of  Sterling,  or  Cbocksett,  as  thus  named, 
was  included  in  that  of  the  mother  town,  until  1740,  when  it  became  a  precinct 
or  parish,  only  a  few  incidents  in  the  early  annals  will  he  related  in  this  con- 
nection.    One  or  twomust  have  a  place. 

.  There  was  a  small  tribe  of  Indians  not  far  from  the  present  centre  of  the 
l^o^,  with  whom  the  whites  lived  on  terms  of  friendship.  These  Indians  were 
allowed  to  observe  their  own  customs  and  laws,  so  far  as  these  did  not  interfere 
with  the  peace  and  safety  of  the  whites.  One  of  this  little  tribe,  having  killed  H 
fcllpw-Indiau,  was  tried  without  delay,  found  guilty,  and  ^forthwith  lied  to  a 
tre^,  and  shot  to  death.**  This  was  on  a  Sunday  morning,  and  the  murder, 
arrest,  trial,  and  execution,  all  took  place  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours.  The 
whites  provided  decent  gravc-clotbes  for  the  murdered  man,  but  the  .*^  rights  of 
^pu]turo  were  denied  to  the  criminal ;  his  mangled  remains  were  thrown,  naked, 
jnto  the  same  <rrave  with  those  of  liis  victim." 

The  other  notable  event  took  place  before  the  settlement,  but  within  the 
bounds,  of  the  present  town.  The  scene  Ivas  been  known  as  ''The  Indian 
Figfit,."  and. is  situated  about  three  miles  north-west  of  the  centre.  In  1707,^0 
party  of  Indians  went  to  Marlborough,  and  captured  Jonathan  Wilder,  a  native 
vf .  I^ancaster.  They  were  pursued  and  overtaken,  when  a  severe  contest 
.b<;gan^    Thc;  Indians  were  twenty-four  in  number,  and  the  whites  not  more 
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than  oDe-half  as  many.  The  Indians,  ivhen  attacked,  IcHlcd  tbcir  prisoner, 
instead  of  surrendering  bini ;  but  (bey  paid  dear  for  tbcir  cruelty.  Nino  of 
tbcir  numlicr  were  shiin,  and  probably  several  were  wounded.  Tbe  wbites  lost 
two  men.  If  tbe  wbole  of  tbe  pursuing  party  bad  joined  in  tbe  comlmt,  prob- 
ably few,  if  any,  of  tbe  Indians  would  bave' escaped. 

•  In  1733,  tbe  settlers  baving  increased  nipidiy  in  number,  and  being  remote 
from  tiie  meeting-bouse,  petitioned  for  tbe  rigbt  of  a  toWnsbip.  Tbeir  'effort 
was  unsuccessful ;  but  in  1743  tbey  were  made  a  corporation,  and  tbus  became 
the  Second  Parisb,  or  Precinct  of  Lancaster.  Tbis  gave  tbem  a  quad-indc- 
))endeuce,  and  most  of  tbeir  parocbial  affairs  were  under  their  own  manage- 
ment. A  cburch  was  gathered,  Dec.  11>,  1744,  lind  Rev.  John  Mellen  was 
settled  as  pastor. 

Tbe  dysentery  prevailed  to  sucb  an  extent  in  1756,  tbat  tbis  was  called  the 
year  of  the  *' great  sickness."  In  a  population  of  about  eight  hundred,  forty- 
two  were  buried  in  seven  weeks.  Tbe  disease  was  principally  among  childreh, 
but  in  some  cases  whole  families  were  cut  off.  The  proportion  of  deaths^totho' 
survivors  was  one  to  nineteen.  There  was  what  has  ever  been  known  as  tbe 
•*  great  earthquake,'*  in  November  of  the  preceding  year,  and  the  disease  was 
attributed  to  that  as  tbe  cause;  because  the  mortality  waa  greatest  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  greatest  shock,  which  was  near  tbe  corners  of  Sterling,  Hold^, 
and  West  Bovlston  —  a  little  north-west  of  Oakdale.  The  deaths  in  Ilolclen 
were  forty  i  in  Sterling,  forty-two ;  and  in  Boylaton,  twenty.  '   '' 

In  the  last  French  and  Indian  war,  175C-G3,  a  largo  number  of  men  were 
engaged,  upwards  of  twenty  of  whom  fell  victims.  Four  were  slain  Sept* 
8tb,  1755,  in  the  "  morning  action,"  so  called,  on  Lake  George.  It  was  ill  this 
war  that  Col.  Asa  Whitcomb  became  conspicuous  as  a  veteran  warrior.  WKcn 
the  Revolution  occurred,  be  was  a  leader  of  tbe  people;  and  so  attached  were 
the  soldiers  of  bis  regiment  to  tbeir  old  commander,  that  when,  at  the  organ- 
ization of  the  army,  after  tbe  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  he  was  8Ui>er8edet(  t>n 
aiecount  of  age,  tbey  refused  to  serve  unless  he  wa^  re-instate  J.  Genehil 
'Washington,  after  inquiring  into  the  case,  immediately  restored  him  to 'bis 
command.  As  Gbocksett,  though  still  a  part  of  Lancaster,  bad  a  distinct 
military  company  of  its  own,  and  sent  many  soldiers  into  the  field  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  under  Whitcomb  and  other  officers,  tbe  patriotic  action  of  the 
people  deserves  this  honorable  mention. 

The  inhabitants  had  never  ceased,  during  forty  years,  to  desire  a  separate 
town  organization.  On  one  or  two  occasions  Lancaster  had  consented  to  the 
division,  but  on  terms  which  did  not  satisfy  the  residents  in  Chocksett.  Ae 
all  the  expensive  bridges  were  in  the  valley  of  the  Nashua,  and  wouM  be  a 
great  bill  of  expense,  the  old  town  claimed  that  the  new  one  should  take  upott 
itself  some  of  the  cost  of  keeping  up  these  necessary  means  of  travel  and  traoi- 
portation.  At  one  time  the  Chocksett  i>eoplo  agreed  to  keep  open  the  bridge 
between  South  Lancaster  and  the  Old  Common  —  probably  because  it  wa8.4ili 


844  TOWN  OF  STERLING. 

the  main  line  of  travel  from  their  centre  to  Boston,  and  therefore  presented  an 
equitable  claim  on  their  support.  But  this  plan  fell  throogh,  as  did  all  olhers, 
till  1781«  when,  on  the  25th  of  April,  the  General  Court  granted  an  net 
of  incorporation.  The  event  was  hastened  by  the  fact  that  the  i)eopIe  of 
Chocksett;  by  way  of  retaliation  for  similar  action,  rallied  at  a  town  meeting^, 
and  took  all  the  important  town  offices  into  their  own  hands,  and  voted  that' 
the  town  meetingS4shouId  be  held  in  their  meeting-house.  Though  the  majority 
of  the  inhabitants  was  still  with  the  old  town,  yet  the  spirit  of  the  Second  Pro* 
einct,  in  achieving  this  coup  d'etatj  brought  them  to  terms,  and  the  (own  agreed 
to  the  plan  of  separation,  and  became  willing  to  have  their  children  dc|)art  on 
their  own  terms.  The  residents  in  Chocksett  had  set  their  hearts  on  having  a 
strip,  about  a  mile  wide,  on  the  east  side  of  the  original  west  lino  of  Lancas- 
ter, assigned  to  their  territory,  and  carried  the  point.  Indeed,  they  had  their 
own  way  in  almost  every  question  in  controversy.  Like  a  son,  too  wilful  to 
be  under  parental  control,  but  whom  the  parent  is  still  prouci  of,  the  new  town 
went  off  with  the  old  town^s  benediction.  It  took  the  name  of  Sterling,  in 
honor  of  Lord  Sterling,  a  Scotch  general  in  the  army  of  the  Bevolntion.  By  a 
supplementary  act,  passed  in  1793,  all  difficulties  were  removed ;  and  since 
that  period,  says  the  former  historian  of  Sterling,  **  few  towns  have  Ii%*ed  in 
greater  harmony,  or  have  been  more  assiduous  in  the  interchange  of  kiinl  offices 
than  those  of  Sterling  and  Lancaster.''    . 

The  town  being  now  established,  its  annals  will  l>c  briefly  sketched  in  the, 
order  of  time.  In  the  time  of  Shays'  rebellion,  some  of  the  inhabitants  were  in 
sympathy  with  the  movement,  but  none  of  them  joined  the  insurgents  in  the 
field.  When  the  question  of  approving  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  was  submitted  to  the  people,  Sterling  was  one  of  the  seven 
towns  in  the  county  which  chose. k  del6^'to  to  the  convention,  who  voted  in 
the  affirmative.  This  delegate  was  Cupt.  Ephraim  Wilder,  a  true  son  of  the 
old  stock  of  Lancaster  Wilders,  and  grandfather  of  the  Hon.  Marshall  P.^ 

Wilder. 

In  1;786,  and  ten  years  later,  the  **  canker  rash,"  so  called,  prevailed  as  an 
epidemic,  and  many  children  died.  In  each  season  it  was  followed  by  a  malig- 
nant dysentery,  which  was  very  fatal. 

The  .first  meeting-house  was  built  by  the  town  of  Lancaster,  in  the  year 
1742  —  about  the  time  when  the  Second  Parish  was  authorized;  but  by  1799* 
it  had  fallen  into  decay,  and  the  population  had  become  too  numcrons  to  be 
acQommodated  within  its  narrow  walls.  Measures  were  therefore  taken  to 
erect  a  new  and  larger  house,  which  was  dedicated  on  the  first  Sunday  of  the 
year  1800.  The  cost  was  $8,500  —  an  unusual  amount  to  be  devoted  to  such 
a  purpose,  in  those  days.  It  was,  for  many  years,  the  most  elegant  and  costly 
house-  of  worship  in  the  county. 

A  fact  is  stated  in  connection  with  the  first  meetin;nr.housc,  which  shows  how 

f 

great  a  sQcial  revolution  occurred  in  many  towns  in  the  time,  and  in  conse- 
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quenco  of,  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  i  The  fact  13  this :  ihc  pcwd  in  the  oW 
meeting-hoqse  were  never  sqld,  but  the  people  were  annually  "seated.**  The 
ipan  who  paid  the  highest  tax  had  (he  first  ehoicc,  and  so  on  in  successions^  In 
many  places  other  than  money  considerations  had  influence  in  "  dignifying  the 
pews.*'  The  changes  in  property  among  the  inhabitants  of  Sterling  in  the 
Revolution  were  such  that  many  of  the  licst  pews  came  into  the  possession  of 
tenants ;  and  thus  men  of  humble  origin  took  the  foremost  seats  "^  to  the  great 
discomfiture  of  some  of  the  most  patrician  families.*'  Another  fact  shows  how 
a  patriot  in  the  War  of  Independence  became  impoveriahod  on  account  of  h^s 
love  of  country.  Col.  Whitcomb,  besides  holding  the  most  important t offices 
in  the  town,  was  representative  in  the  General  Court,  justice  of  tlie  peace, 
deacon  in  the  church,  and  a  military  officer*  He  had  such  zeal  in  the  nationol 
cause,  and  such  confidence  in  his  countrymen,  that  he  pledged  his  whole  for- 
tune upon  the  security  of  the  paper  currency.  The  paper  promises  became 
worthless  and  his  tvholo  property  was  swept  away.  In  old  ago  he  removed  to 
Princeton,  where  he  died  in  abject  poverty.  But  he  never  lost  his  character. 
Conscious  integrity  and  exalted  piety  raised  him  above  the  ordinary  misfortunes 
of  life. 

The  first  town  house,  properly  so  called,  was  built  in  Sterling  in  1802-3V  it 
being  the  universal  custom  in  those  days  to  hold  town  meetings  in  the  meetings 
bouse.  This  marks  the  beginning  of  an  important  change  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  house  of  worship  to  its  sacred  uses. 
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rmST  MEETIKO-HOUSE — CHURCn  COKTROVERSIES —^  PASTORAL  SUCCESSION'— 
OTHER  RELIGIOCS  SOCIETIES  —  AGRICULTURE  —  MECHANIC  IXDCSTRIES '— ^ 
HOTEL  —  SCHOOLS  AND  EbUCATIOX  —  THE  WAR  OF  TIlE  -  REBELLION  —  LOCAL 
FEATURES,   CUMATE,  &C.  —  NOTABLE   AND   WORTHY  PEOPLE. 

A3RIEF  view  of  ecclesiastical  aSairs  may  be  taken  at  this  point*  in  the  Ms* 
tory  of  the  town.  The  first  meetinghouse  in  Chocksett  was  built,  as  we  have 
seen,  in  1742.  A  church  was  formed,  Dec.  P,  1744,  and  the  Rev.  «^ofan 
Mellen  was  ordained  at  the  same  tinae.  Ilis  wife  was  Rebecca,  a  d  lughter  of 
the  Rev.  John  Prentice.  Mr.  Mellen  was  a  man  of  superior  abilify  and  df 
competent  learning.  Pcrha|>9  he  had  no  equal  in  the  vicinity,  or  in  the  county, 
when  in  the  maturity  of  his  powers.  His  pastorate  was  peaceful  during  many  ^ 
years,  but  was  exposed  to  all  the  evil  influences  of  the  pericnl  of  Indian  troiv 
preceding  the  Revolution.  Morals  were  relaxed,  and  errors  in  doctrine  crept 
in  by  degrees.     There  is  reason  to  believe  that  bis  views  underwent  boom 
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]Dodi6catioD  in  the  courae  of  yenrs,  but  whon  charged  with  departure  from  the 
faitbf  he  nindo  a  successful  defence.  However,  causes  of  dissaelbfactioD  iocreiised, 
aud  fit  last,  a  few  years.  Iioforo  the  Hcrohitiout  when  the  public  mind  was 
seething  witb.thc  spirit  of  liberty,  an  occasion  occurred  which  was  seized  upon 
.  to  oust  \nm  from  his  place.  Ho  asserted  the  veto  potoer  of  the  clergy ;  his 
people  rejected  it,  and  in  the  struggle  which  ensued,  while  ho  was  sustained  by 
councils,  his  t)eople  finally  succeeded  in  closing  the  pulpit  against  him.  The 
case,  in  brief,  was  this :  Mr.  Goss  of  Bolton  was  dismissKHl  by  his  |)eople  with- 
.  out  the  intervention  of  a  council.  The  ministers  in  tho  vicinit}',  and  their 
churches  generally,  at  first  sided  with  Mr.  Goss,  and  refused  fellowship  with 
tho  church  in  Bolton.  A  numl>cr  of  brethren  belonging  to  tho  Bolton  charch 
presented  themselves  at  a  communion  season  in  Sterling  and  asked  the  privi- 
lego  of  partaking  the  sncred  emblems.  To  admit  them  to  tho  Lord's  table 
would  bo  to  acknowledge  their  good  standing*  in  the  church.  A  majority  of 
the  church  in  Sterling  were  willing  to  receive  them.  Mr.  Mellen  opposed  their 
r^scfption,  and  at  length,  when  voted  down,  undertook  to  veto  the  action  of  tho 
church.  He  retired,  and  the  administration  of  tho  Lord's  Supper  was  thus 
preycnted.  The  matter  could  not  rest  here,  dnd,  after  a  long,  contest,  the 
church  held  a  meeting  in  November,  1774,  when  they  proceeded  to  dissolve 
the  pastoral  relation.  The  parish  concurred  in  this  action^  Mr.  Mellen  had  a 
cop3idcrable  foth)wing^  but  the  majority  was  against  him,  and  ho  was  finally 
eiBcluded  by  violeuce  from  tho  pulpit.  His  friends  united  with  him  in  main- 
taining separate  worship,  either  in  his  house  or  in  a  school-house,  about  ten 
years,  when,  in  X784,  he  was  called  to  settle  in  Hanover,  where  he  was  installed 
on  the  '7th  of  February.  Ho  remained  there  about  twenty-one  years,  and 
then,  on  account  of  advancing  age,  asked  a  dismission  in  February,  1805*^  In 
all  the  controversy  in  Sterling,  there  was  no  impeachment  of  bis  moral  and 
Christian  character.  The  councils  and  the  civil  courts  sustained  him,  but  his 
endeavor  to  set  ^p  the  authority  of  the  minister  against  tho  decision  of; the 
brotherhood  was  a  failure.  In  his  family  be  was  a  pattern  of  tho  virtues,  and 
bis  three  sons,  all  graduates  of  Harvard,  were  an  honor  to  their  parentige. 
Tw,o  pf  them  became  highly  respectable  clergymen,  and  Prentice  was  chief 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Maine. 

The  Bev.  Rufus  Hokoipb,  a  native  of  Simsbury,  Conn.,  and  a  graduate  of 
Yalo  College,  was  ordained  as  his  successor,  June  2,  1779.  The  church  had 
rest,  after  tho  long  contest,  and  an  unusual  degree  of  prosperity.  This  happy 
condition  lasted  a  whole  generation ;  but  in  March,  1814,  measures  were  taked 
which  showed  a  desire  on  the  part  of  .a  majority  of  his  people  to  have  the  pas- 
toral relation  dissolved.  Though  painful  to  him,  the  separation  was  amicably 
eff9ctcd^.  The  Bey.  Samuel  Capen  was  ordained  March  22,  1815,  with  a  salary 
of  $G0O  and  a  settlement  of  $400.  The  covenant  of  the  church  was  altered 
from  its  former  high-toned  standard,  but)Still  retained  such  [laragrapbs  as  the 
fc^owing :  — 
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**In  the  nanio  of  our  Lord  Jesue  Christ,  with  humble  d^peudenco  on  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  with  sincere  repentance  of  M  our  sin^,  we  solemnly  enter 
into  covenant  with  the  Lord  Jehovah.^  *'  We  receive  the  Lord  Jesns  Christ  as 
he  is  offered  to  us  in  the  Gospel  as  the  only  Mediator  l>etween  God  and  man, 
and  through  whom  alone  salvation  may  be  obtained  by  the  sinful  children  of 
men.** 

Mr.  Capen  was  held  in  high  esteem  by  the  church  and  the  |)eople  of  the 
-town  generally,  but  inadequate  support  led  to  his  withdrawal:     The  last  sen- 
tence of  a  very  appreciative  vote  of  the  town  reads  as  follows :  '*It  now  only 
i^emains  for  us  to  wish  him  all  the  joys  and  hopes  of  the  good  Man,  the  polished 
.Scholar,  the  sincere  Friend  and  real  Christian.'' 

The  Rev.  Peter  Osgood  was  ordained  June  30,  1819,  and  continued  in  the 
pastorate  several  years.  His  successors  have  been  Revs.  Daniel  Fosdick,  Jr., 
T.  Prentiss  Allen,  William  IL  Enapp,  E.  B.  Fairchild,  Alpheus  Nickersbb, 
Henry  C.  Bates,  and  Hcury  P.  Cutting.  The  congregation  during  the  pasto- 
rates of  the  first  three  or  four  ministers  was  large  for  a  country  town.  In  1825 
the  number  of  communicants  was  estimated  to  be  between  two  hundred' 'and 
fifty  and  three  hundred.  Mr.  Mellen,  in  the  course  of  thirty-four  years, 
received  two  hundred  and  eighty-three  into  the  church.  Mr.  Holcomb  received 
three  hundred  and  thirty-one  in  thirty-five  years. 

The  Uuiversalists  began  to  have  stated  meetings  in  1836.  '  The  leading  man 
in  the  establishment  of  the  society  was  the  late  Samuel  Sawyer,  Esq.  At  dif- 
ferent times  quite  a  number  of  ministers  have  supplied  the  dci^k  for  a  brief  sea- 
son ;  but  the  two  who  had  a  more  permanent  connection,  were  Rev.  Rufiis 
Pope  and  Rev.  George  Proctor.  Since  about  1853  no  regular  service  has  been 
maintained. 

There  were  Baptists  in  Sterling  more  than  sixty  years  since,  who  often  held 
meetings  in  the  western  part  of  the  town.  About  forty-five  years  ago — 1834 
-F>a  few  women  connected  with  the  Unitarian  Church  set  apart  the  hour  be^ 
twoen  eight  and  nine  o'clock  every  Sabbath  morning  to  pray  for  the  influence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  people.  In  the  early  spring  of  183G,  afew  Ikiptists 
and  Orthodox  Congregational ists  consulted  together  in  regard  to  sccuring^ 
evangelical  preaching  in  the  place.  They  agreed  to  support  public  worship 
half  tbe  time,  and  each  party  to  the  union  was  to  supply  a  minister  a  quarter 
6f  the  time.  Tbe  Rev.  Josiah  Clark,  of  Rutland,  came  first,  and  was  followed 
'by  Rev*  Otis  Converse  (Baptist),  of  Grafton.  Consultations  were  held  in  the 
winter  of  1837,  when  it  was  agreed,  as  the  Baptists  were  the  majority,  tfaebt 
they  should  take  charge  of  the  whole  matter  for  the  ensuing  year.  Dea.  Au- 
gustine Holcomb,  a  Cougregationalist,  who  was  drawing  near  the  close  of  life, 
recommended  this,  and  subscribed  sixty  dollars  for  building  a  Baptist  meetiug- 
house.  In  the  month  of  Januai*y  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  house  of  Col. 
Thomas  H.  Blood,  when  the  Baptist  society  was  constituted.  The  cburrh  was 
formed  July  24,  when  eight  brethren  and  four  sisters  signed  the  covenant. 
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The  church  xqos  recognized  by  a  council  held  Ajug-  9,  1837«  when  Bey.  Cy«rtif 
P.  Grosvenor  was  installed  ns  pastor,  and  Levi  gtuart  was  ordained  as  deacon. 
Meetings  were  held  every  Sabbath,  but  nltcriintoly  in  the  village  and  in  different 
BchooUhouses.  A  small  honse  was  altered  into  a  chapel.  The  pastors  since 
Hr.  Grosvenor  have  l)ecn  as  follows :  Revs.  George  Waters,  in  wliose  ministiy 
of  three  years  eighty  •three  were  added  to  the  church,  John  Allen,  O.  Cunning* 
bam,  S.  Kcnucy,  W.  M.  Guilford,  J.  IL  Lerncd,  Gilbert  Robins,  Wra.  Car- 
penter, S.  IL  Record,  Samuel  Chcever,  George  O.  Atkinson,  C.  H.  Ilickok,  S. 
B.  Macpmlier,  and  J.  C.  Caq>enter.  One  hundred  and  thirty-seven  have  been 
added  to  this,  church  by  baptism.  The  present  number  is  fifly-four.  At  pres- 
ent the  church  is  without  a  pastor,  but  sustaius  the  wc^rship  of  God.  The 
meeting-house  was  erected  in  1843. 

Tl^o  First  Evangel ijiral  Congregational  Society  was  organized  and  held  its  first 
meeting  in  the  town  hall,  Oct.  19, 1851,  under  a  warrant  issued  byWillinm  D.. 
Peck,  Esq.  At  a  meeting  held  June  8,  1852,  "^by  those  church  members  who 
during  the  past  }'enr  had  been  accustomed  to  meet  in  that  place  —  the  town, 
hall  — for  public  worship^'' it  was  voted  to  take  the  necessary  measures  to- 
wards orgauizinga  '*  church  of  the  Orthodox-Congregtitional  order.**  Ifrevious 
to  this,  the  society  had  engaged  the  services  of  Rev.  A.  Bigelow  and  Rev.. 
William  B.  Greene,  as  temporary  suppliers.  A  council  was  called,  which  mo^ 
June  22,  1852,  and  assisted  in  organizing  a  church  of  twenty-two  persons,  all 
of;  whom  had  been  in  connection  with  other  churches.  The  sermon  was 
preached  by  Rev.  Joseph  W.  Cross,  and  Rev.  William  Paine  offered  prayer. 

March  21,  1853«  the  Rev.  Mr.  Greene,  who  had.  been  the  '^officiating  pas- 
tor,** was  requested  to  continue  another  j'car.     In  this  year  the  society  pur- 
chased the  Univcrsalist  meeting-house.     The  Rev.  Charles  D,  Lothrop  was 
acting  pastor  in  1854.     The  next  year,  May  9,  the  Rev.  William  Miller  was 
installed  as  pastor  of  the  church.     He  continued  in  tbe  ministry  here  until  ill- . 
health  compQllcd  hiro  to- resign  in  October,  1858.     Rev.  Joseph  Cross  of  West- 
Boylston,  supplied  the  pulpit  several  months,  and  occasionally  at  other  times.. 
Mr.  John  C.  Labarce  began  preaching  in  1861,  and  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1863,  yvas  ordained  as  an  evangelist.     lie  remained  as  acting  pastor  till  the 
summer  of  18G5.     Rev.  .Elbridgc  Gerry,  Rev.  John  C.  Paine,  and  Rev.  Evarts 
B.  Kent,  officiated  in  1867-70.     Rev.  Lucius  D.  Mears  was  ordained  Nov.  8, 
1871,  and  remained  till  Sept.  9,  1873.     His  immediate  successors  as  acting 
pastors  were  Rev.  George  I.  Pierce,  and  Rev.  Loring  B.  Martih.     The  Rpv. 
Benjamin  I],  Perkins  Ix^came  acting  pastor,  Feb.  11, 1877.     The  present  mem- 
bership of  the  church  is  sixty-five.  :  .  . . 

Farming  has  always  been  the  chief  occupation  of  the  inhabitants.  As  an 
agricultural  town.  Sterling  is  surpassed  by  few,  if  any,  towns  in  the, county. 
The  number  of  farms  containing  five  acres  and  more  is  about  two.hundrcdr 
village  house-lots  not  included.  The  value  of  these  farms,  by  the  census 
of  1875,  was  $784,423.     The  value  of  the  houses  and  other  buildings  col^lected 
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T?ith  farms  $237,175.  Tbo  acres  of  land  in  these  farms  was  seventeen  thousand 
three  hundred  and  sixty-one,  all  of  which  are  improvable  except  fifty-thrco. 
The  value  of  domestic  animals  was  $S5,G79.  The  total  value  of  land,  build- 
iugs,  fruit-trees,  and  vines,  domestic  animals  and  agricultural  implements,  was 
$1/27,184.  The  population  was  fifteen  hmidred  and  sixty-nine;  tbo  total  val- 
uation was  $1,073,GG8;  and  the  total  products  of  the  ycar/-$302,800.  This 
amount  inchidcd  products  of  manufactures,  which  were  valued  at  $167,623«  la 
some  years  more  than  eighty-three  thousand  gallons  of  millc  have  beeii  sold. 

Among  the  chief  industries,  besides  farming,  are  chair-making,  earthen^ 
ware,  leather,  lumber,  and  meal.  The  value  of  chairs  made  annually  was,  by 
the  census  of  1875,  $10,948 ;  value  of  earthen-ware,  $30,000 ;  value  of  leikher,' 
$45,000  ;  value  of  lumber  and  meal,  $56,060. 

-  The  1)usincss  has  changed  in  the  course  of  years.  Formisrly  the  chair  busi- 
ness was  greater  than  at  present.  In  1837  there  were  twenty-four  manufacto- 
ries of  chairs  and  cabinet  ware ;  and  though  they  were  not  large,  the  total 
value  of  the  (Troducts  was  $53,288.  The  number  of  hands  employed  was 
eighty.  At  that  time  palm-leaf  hats  and  scythe-snaths  w^re  made  for  sale/  As 
long  ago  as  1827,  and  in  preceding  years,  BiooJ  &  Rico  did  a  large  business 
OS  hatters.  The  chair  business  was  formerly  carried  on  by  Gilson  Brown  and 
Joel  Pi-utt,  and  is  now  pursued  by  James  W.  Fitch,  at  the  Centro,  and  by 
Edward  Burpee  at  Pratt's  Junction. 

Tanning  has  been  pursued  for  two  or  three  gcne^ations.  The  late  Dca.  Cy-' 
rus  llolhrook  had  a  largo  tannery.  Charles  M.  Bailey  came  later,  and  then 
removed  to  Clinton.  At  present,  Charles  II.  Newton  is  in  the  businessf,  his 
specialty  being  the  making  of  calfskins.  At  West  Sterling  the  business  of  p6ttery 
has  been  pursued  many  j'ears,  where  the  clay  is  abundant  and  vety  goocK 
Snow  &  Coolidgo  are  the  proprietors,  and  manufacture  many  articles  of 
earthen- ware,  as  milk-pans,  flower-pots,  &c.  Their  ornamental  vases  and 
pitchers  are  elegant  in  shape  and  well  executed.  At  Sterling  Junction  was  a 
saw  and  grist  mill,  which  was  burned  in  1875.  The  present  owner  is  Asa  Beel* 
an  ingenious  wheelwright.  • 

At  the  south  side  of  Watishacum  pond  large  ice-houses  are  stored  with  ice 
evety  season  by  parties  living  in  Worcester,  Providence  and  Attlcborough. 

The  Central  Hotel  has  long  been  known  as  a  house  of  enteilainment  for 
travelers.     Formerly,  stages  from  the  north  to  Worcester,  and  from  the  west 
to  Boston,  made  this  a  stopping-place ;  -and  many  travelers  by  private  teams, 
as  well  as  teamsters  conveying  immense  loads  of  freight,  found  good  accomm(K 
dations  and  a  pleasant  temiKirary  home. 

The  Rev.  T.  P.  Allen,  formerly  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  diurch,  opened  a 
private  school,  some  forty  years  ago,  at  a  beautiful  location  a  little  west  of  the 
centre  of  the  town,  where  many  scholars  were  boarded  and  instructed.  The 
school  flourished  and  acquired  a  good  reputation,  under  him  and  some  of  his 
successors. 
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The  education  of  the  rising  generation  baa  been  well  attendeil  to  from  the 
beginning.  While  yet  a  part  of  Lancaster*  Chocksctt  received  an  eqnitable 
share  of  the  appropriations  for  schools.  The  grammar  school  was  held  In  the 
second  precinct  a  proportional  part  of  the  time.  Some  years  the  time  was 
divided  equally,  —  the  master  being  in  Lancaster  six  months,  and  the  samo 
length  of  time  in  the  second  precinct.  Sometimes  the  proportion  was  ae  six 
to  five  months.  After  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  nearly  a  hundred  years 
since —  1781  —  the  support  of  the  schools  was  never  neglected.  The  territory 
being  large,  and  the  people  being  settled  in  allp:irts  soon  after  the  Itcvolution^ 
if  not  before,  it  was  necessary  to  keep  open  a  largo  number  of  scbooU.  The 
terms  were  short ;  and  sometimes  a  good  teacher  pnssed  from  one  school  to 
another  in  succession.  The  sums  annually  voted  for  schooU  bore  a  closo 
relation  to  that  set  apart  for  the  salary  of  the  minister  and  the  support  of  tho 
poor.  The  appropriations  for  these  puqioses  increased  gradually.  In  1825 
the  following  was  tho  expenditure  for.the  above  objects :  Support  of  schools, 
$800;  luinister^s  salary,  $700;  support  of  the  poor,  $500.  At  the  present 
tiofip  tbo  number  of  schools  kept  is  twelve.  Tho  number  of  scholars  between 
five  and  fifteen  is  three  hundred  and  one ;  the  whole  number  attending  school 
is  three  himdred  and  fifty;  and  the  average  attendance  is  two  hundred  and 
sixty-three.  The  amount  raised  by  taxes  for  tho  support  of  tho  schools,  not 
including  superintendence,  printing  or  repairs,  was  $3,000.  This  gives  $ll.-29 
to  each  scholar  I)ctween  five  and  fifteen  years  of  age.  The  time  kept  by  tho 
schools  is  seven  months  and  nine  days. 

When  the  rebels  fired  upon  Fort  Sqmter  in  ApriU  1861,  the  citizens  of 
Sterling  were  moved  as  one  man  to  support  the  government.  The  spirit  of  tho 
Revolution:  flamed  out  in  speech  and  action.  The  general  feeling  found 
expression  in  .public  meetings  as  well  as  in  family  gathering*).  In  sermons  and 
prayers  in  tho.  house  of  God,  the  love-  of  country  and  tho  hatred  of  slavery, 
which  threatened  to  whelm  the  nation  in  ruin,  bad  fervent  utteniiK*o.  The  first 
legal  town  meeting  to  act  upon  matters  relating  to  the  .war  was  held  April  29, 
wheu,  according  to  the  town  records,  it  was  **  voted  unanimously  to  appropri^ 
ate  a  sum  not  exceeding  thrco  thousaud  dollars,  to  aid,  equip  and  uniform  such 
of  our  fellow-townsmen  as  shall  bo  called  upon^  or  voluntarily  enlist,  as  sol- 
diers in  defense  of  the  government,  and  to  assist  their  families,  during  iheir 
absence.**  **  At  the  November  meeting  a  vote  was  passed,  appropriating  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars,  for  tho  purpose  of  aiding  the  ladies  of  the" 
town  in  prpcurjng  articles  for  uso  in  tho.  hospital  of  tho  army  now  in  tho  field 
for  the  support  of  the  government."  This  was  to  be  paid  by  the  selectmen  to 
the  "Ladies*  I^atriotic  Relief  Society,"  as  it  might  bo  needed. 

At  a  meeting  held  July  21,  18G2,  the  selectmen  were  authorized  to  pay  a 
bounty  q(  one  hundred  dollars  to  each  volunteer  who  should  enlist  for  this 
year*Q  military  service  and  bo  credited  to  tho  quoti  of  tho  town.  On  the 
12th  of  September  it  vfas  voted  to  pay  a  bounty  of  oue  hundred  dollars  to  each 
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cilizen  of  Sterling  who  should  enlist  in  a  company  then  forming  in  the  town 
for  nine  months'  service.  In  18G4,  April  4,  the  town  voted  to  ^' raise  a  siim 
equal  to  one  hundred  dollars  per  man  of  the  quotas  of  the  town,  under  the 
orders  of  the  president,  dated  Oct.  7,  1863,  and  Feb.  1,  18G4.  On  the  J 5th 
of  April  it  was  voted  to  borrow  seventeen  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  to  procure 
fourteen  men  to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town.  June  IC,  it  was  '^voted  to  payonp 
hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars,  under  the  direction  of  the  selectmen,  for  each 
volunteer  procured  to  fill  the  quota  of  the  town  uuder  any  future  call  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  previous  to  March  1,  18G5."  "The  town,** 
says  Gen.  Schoulcr,  "continued  to  raise  money,  recruit  vohmtecrs  and'[)ay 
bounties  to  the;  end  of  the  war." 

The  town  clerk  and  treasui-er  during  the  years  of  the  war  was  William  D. 
Peck,  M.  D.  The  selectmen,  some  in  one  year  and  some  in  another,  were  the 
following:  —  Perley  Bartlett,  Asa  Koyes,  Edward  Burpee,  J.  S.  Huttei^icl^^ 
Josiah  Phelps,  James  A.  Pratt,  Ephraim  Fairbanks,  Tra  Sawyer,  Henry  £• 
Kendall  and  Moses  B.  Ileywood.  Sterling  supplied  for  the  war  one  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  men,  which  was  a  surplus  of  thirteen  above  all  demands. 
The  whole  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  expended  by  the  town  on 
account  of  the  war,  exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  $20,472.69 ;  the  amount  paiil 
by  the  town  for  State  aid  was,  in  1861-5,  $9,869,36  ;  total,  $29,342.03.  Tiio 
contributions  of  private  citizens,  men  and  women,  either  in  money  or  articled 
prepared  for  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  were  lil)eral. 

In  1866  the  town  erected  a  handsome  granite  monument  on  the  Common,  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  in  memory  of  the  soldiers  of  Sterling  who  h^d  died 
in  the  military  service  of  the  government  during  the  Rebellion.  When  the 
monument  was  dedicated,  June  16,  18G7,  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  George  Putnam,  of 
Roxbury,  delivered  the  address.  He  was  a  native  of  the  town ;  and  It  is  on 
record  that  he  was  present  at  one  of'  the  town  meetings  for  raising  men  or 
money  to  carry  on  the  war,  when  he  made  a  **  stirring  8[>eech.'* 

Sterling  has  a  town  hall,  a  librar^s  n6t  large,  but  growitig  and  select,  a 
spirited  Farmers'  Club,  and  a  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 

The  town  is  among  the  most  healthy  in  the  State.  There  have  been  numer- 
ous cases  of  great  longevity  in  every  generation.  The  period  from^  1800  to 
1822  may  be  taken  as  a  fair  illustration  of  this  fact.  During  this  period  there 
were  eighteen  deaths  of  persons  over  ninety  years  of  age ;  one  was  ninety* 
seven ;  one  reached  to  a  hundred  years ;  and  another  was  one  hundred  and 
four  or  five  years  old.  The  majority  were  females,  and  were  widows  at  the 
time  of  their  decease.     The  oldest  was  a  colored  woman. 

Among  the  prominent  citizeus  of  Sterling  muy  be  mentioned  Capt.  Ephraim 
Wilder,  who  voted  in  favor  of  the  National  Constitution,  when  only  five 
(besides  himself  and  Hon.  John  Sprague,  of  Lancaster,)  delegates  from  the 
county  in  the  State  Convention,  voted  in  the  affirmative.  Col.  Asa  AV1iitcomb*i 
name  will  always  confer  honor  upon  his  native  town.    It  is  sad  to  remember 
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thsi  derolioo  to  the  wdEue  of  hb  countnT,  was  Uie  caoM  of  hit  pufieiiy  and 
oelf^xilo  to  another  town  in  Iij«  old  age.  In  more  recent  tinieii,  lloncs  G. 
ThooMs,  Esq  ,  and  CoL  Thomas  IL  Blood,  jostiee  of  the  peaoe  end  State 
eeoator,  have  been  tonscpicooos. 

Sereral  who  were  born  in  the  town  have  been  noted  or  distingnished  in  other 
phioes  of  residence.  Of  those  who  hare  deceased  may  be  mentioned  the  three 
koos  of  RcT.  Mr.  Mellen,  who  were  graduated  at  Hanrard  College,  and  filled 
reputable  puaiticms  in  the  ministry  and  on  the  bench.  The  Bcr.  Dr.  Kendall, 
king  the  miuiater  of  the  ancieut  church  in  Plymuuth,  and  the  late  Dr.  Kendall, 
an  eminent  physician  in  Clinton,  were  sons  of  Sterling.  The  Hon.  Amos 
Kendall,  who  was  Pobtmaster-Gencral,  in  the  cabinet  of  General  Jackson,  was 
of  the  same  connection.  Isaac  Goodwin,  Esq.,  a  lawyer  of  good  reputation, 
and  an  able  writer  on  historical  and  other  subjects,  was  born  in  Sterling,  but 
in  mature  life,  took  up  bis  abode  in  Worcester.  .  The  Ecr.  Mr*.  Capen,  after 
learing  the  town,  became  pastor  of  the  Hawes  Place  Society  in  South  Boston. 
Frank  Capeu,  the  **  weather  prophet,"*  hails  from  Sterling.  Dr.  W.  F.  Hol- 
comb,  the  eminent  surgeon  and  dentist  of  New  York,  and  Hon.  John  A. 
GiKNiwin,  of  Lowell,  are  Dati%'cs  of  tho  town. 

A  man  of  siugular  history  and  character  made  this  town  his  home  during 
mauy  years.  His  death  occurred  March  24,  17G5.  His  name  was  Sebastian 
Smith,  and  be  was  bom  in  Spain.  He  served  iu  the  English  fleet  when  young, 
under  Admiral  Sir  Cloudesly  Shovel.  In  the  words  of  ^Ir.  Isaac  Goodwin,  he 
^  had  acquired  a  considerable  estate,  chiefly  by  trading  on  a  limited  scale.  Ue 
sustained  a  good  moral  character,  and  having  l>cen  deprived  of  the  advantages 
of  ah  early  education,  he  generously  determined  to  appropriate  all  his  means  to 
supply  that  deficiency  in  others.  Having  been  educated  in  the  superstitions  of 
his  country,  where  the  Holy  Scriptures  are  a  **  sealed  book,"  he  took  great 
delight  in  bearing  the  reading  of  tho^e  holy  oracles,  and  for  this  purpose  ho 
presented  to  the  parish  a  lar^o  folio  BU>le,  on  condition  that  it  should  bo  read 
as  a  part  of  pulilic  worship.  This  injunction  has  ever  since  been  duly 
re«nirded."  But  the  **  Sebastian  Bible,"  so  called,  having  by  long  usago 
become  mutilated,  a  new  one  was  procured  for  tho  use  of  the  pulpit.  Mr.. 
Smith  gave  all  bis  property  in  public  and  private  cbiirity.  lie  had  no  family. 
To  tho  church  be  iravc  two  vulunblo  silver  tankards,  and  als  >  left  one  hundred 
pounds  as  a  l>cqucst,  which  wci*e  to  be  cx[)endcd  in  educating  the  poor 
children  Iwlonging  to  the  parish,  or  town.  Tho  money  bequest  was  entirely 
lost  in  tho  Ucvolutioni  when  many  other  funds  were  wasted  or  diverted  (rom 
their  designated  uses. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

INDIAN  OCCUPATION  —  ELIOT'S  MISSION — LAND  CHANTS — riR&T  PROPRIETOB* 
SHIPS  —  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  TRACT  —  INCORPORATION  OF  THE  TOWN  — 
APPROACH  OP  THE  REVOLUTION  —  A  SHARER  IN  THE  BOSTON  TEA  PARTY — j 
soldiers'  LIST — CIVIL  CONDITION  IN  1792 — SEPARATION  OF  SOUTHBRIDOS 
—  LOCAL  RECOLLECTIONS  —  REPRESENTATIVES.  ,  ^ 

The  territory  now  known  as  Stiirbridgc,  accorcling  to  its  Indian, namb  was 
^^Tautousque."  In  1682  the  whole  Nipmnck  country,  from  the  north  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  N:ishawa}%  at  the  junction  of  the  Quinebaug  and  French  rivers— : 
a  tract  fifty  miles  long  and  twenty  ^vido  —  was  made  over  to  the  Massachusetts 
government  by  the  Indians,  for  the  sum  of  fifty  pounds  and  a  reservation  of 
hind*  This  is  probably  the  way  and  time  these  lands  were  acquired.  Tbis^ 
vicinity  was  inhabited  by  a  tribe  of  Nipmucks  (Xipnets),  Quabaugs,  in  the 
north-west  and  Brookfiekl,  Wabbagnquets  in  the  south-east  in  Woodstock. 
We  have  no  history  so  fur  as  the  aborigines  of  this  vicinity  are  concerned. 
They  bunted  and  fished  our  ponds  and  rivers,  traversed  the  hills  and  valleyff, 
and  passed  away  without  a  memorial,  excepting  the  name  of  our  river  —  Quin* 
ebaug.  The  Indian  apostle.  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  most  celebrated  of  all  Indian 
missionaries,  having  learnt  their  language,  he  began  traveling  and  proacbing 
to  them  through  this  viciuity  in  1G46,  and  continued  diligent  and  persevering 
in  his  efforts  for  their  instruction  until  his  death  in  1690.  He  niade  a  transla- 
tion of  the  whole  Bible  into  the  Indian  language,  which  was  printed  in  Cam*' 
bridge  in  1GG3.  He  was  the  Indians'  friend  ;  which  fact  was  so  futly  appreciated 
by  two  of  the  Quabaug  chiefs— ^  Wattulloowekin  and  Nakin  —  that  they  gave 
him  a  tract  of  one  thousand  acres,  in  1G55,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alum  Pond 
(called  by  the  Indians,  ^Pookookapog  Pond**).  This  grant  was  confirmed  by 
the  legislature,  in  1714,  to  John  Eliot,  a  grandson  of  the  apostle.  In  the  year 
1644  a  tract  of  land  was  granted  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  which  was  not  sur- 
veyed, giving  definite  bounds  until  the  year  1715,  containing  four  squaro 
miles,  covering  all  that  part  of  the  Quinebaug  Bivcr  b^inniug  at  the  cast. 
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Bcarij  opposite  Storbridgc  Centre,  end  extending  west  into  Brinfidd.  In 
1714«  Gut.  Gordon  Saltonstall  selected  bis  tract  of  two  thoosand  acres* 
lyiog  north  of  the  Winthrop  tract,  adj«»ining  on  the  west  the  Eliot  tract,  of 
which  eight  hnndrod  acres  were  in  this  town  and  two  hundred  in  Brookfieid.  * 

In  the  year  1725,  the  GrU  petition  is  lielieTcd  to  haTo  been  sent  in  to  Hie 
General  Court  at  Boston  for  a  OTant  of  land  Ivin?  Iietwcen  Osrfiird,  Brimfiekl, 
Brookfieid,  and  the  provioce  line,  by  the  inhabitants  of  Mcdfietd  and  other 
towns.  A  second  petition  wa^  also  sent  in  the  j'ear  1737,  at  which  time  notice 
was  taken  by  the  Honoralilc  Court  to  that  degree,  that  a  cooinitltee  of  three 
was  dmsen  to  tUH  and  examine  the  lands  prayed  for,  and  make  a  report  of 
same.  This,  when  done,  was  returned  to  the  court ;  to  wit,  that  said  lands 
were  worth  one  thousand  pounds.  No  further  action  being  taken,  a  third  pe- 
titioo  was  sent,  in  1729,  by  William  Ward  of  Southborougfa,  Joshua  Morse,  and 
lofftj  others,  of  MedficM,  considering  it,  in  their  opinion,  to  be  of  the  Taloe 
of  one  thoosand  pounds,  f<ir  the  improvement  of  themselres,  their  poaterilyy 
and  also  for  the  enlarging  of  the  province. 

The  General  Court  did  not  consider  the  land  asked  for  capable  of  makii^  a 
township,  there  being  so  much  poor  land  in  the  tract.  However,  in  Angnst  of 
that  year,  they  voted  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  be  granted,  on  oondi* 
tioof  that  they  shall,  within  seven  years*  time,  settle  and  have  actually  on  die 
spot  fifty  families,  each  of  which  to  build  a  house  eighteen  foot  square  at  leasts 
to  break  op  and  im|>ruvc  seven  acres  of  land,  settle  an  Orthodox  minister,  &c. 
Willbm  Wan],  Esq.,  was  empowered  and  directed  to  r^ulate  and  assemble  the 
grantees  for  the  puqiose  of  choosing  officers  to  conduct  the  afiaire  of  the  plan- 
tation. The  first  meeting  was  called  to  meet  at  the  house  of  Joshua  Morse  in 
^ledficld  on  the  Gth  day  of  Xov.,  1739.  They  accordingly  met,  to  the  number 
of  forty-two,  as  follows :  — 

Melatiah  Boarn,  Thomas  Gleason,  Ezra  Clark,  William  Ward,  Moses  Gleason,' 
Samuel  Ellice,  Ezra  Boom,  Jooas  Gleason.  David  EUice,  Sliuball  Goram,  Joshua  Morae, 
Frands  Moqoett,  Thomas  Learned,  Joseph  Plimptor,  Henry  Adams,  Nathan  Fisk, 
Nathaniel  Smith,  Ichabod  FIsrding,  Heory  Fisk,  Solomon  Clark.  John  Plimpton,  Eben- 
ezer  Learned,  Timothy  Hamaot,  Josioh  Cheney,  Nohnm  Ward,  William  Plimpton, 
Capt.  John  Dwigbt,  Gershom  Keves,  Epbraim  Partridge,  CapU  John  Boyden,  Zenobee- 
bell  Eager,  Abraham  Harding,  Nathan  >Iorse,  John  Shearman,  Moses  Harding,  James 
Dennison,  Joseph  Baker,  Josiah  Ellice,  Joseph  Marsh,  Jonas  Houghton,  F^ter  Baldly 
Capt.  Joseph  Clark." 

The  meeting  was  opened  hy  William  Wan],  who  acted  as  moderator,  when 
the  following  officers  were  chosen  :  Abraham  Harding,  clerk ;  John  Plimpton, 
coUectur;  Wm.  Ward,  Joshua  Morse,  Cipt.  £l>enezcr  Learned,  Capt.  John 
Dwight,  and  Abraham  Harding  were  chosen  to  bring  fiirward  the  settlement 
of  the  tfiwnship  according  to  directions  of  the  General  Couit.  This  tract  was 
then  called  Dummer,  after  Lieut,  Gov.  Wm.  Dumoier.  The  seamd  meeting, 
the  lots  were  prepared  for  draught,  it  was  Toted  tkit  Joseph  Morse,  son  of 
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Joshua  Morse,  shall  be  the  {person  to  draw  them  all.  The  names  of  the  fd1«^. 
lowing  were  admitted  into  partnership  with  the  rest  soon  after  the  grant  waS' 
obtained:  Nehemiah  Allen,  Mcises  Allen,  Seth  Wight,  David  Morse,  Moses 
Marcy,  David  Shumway,  and  John  Harding.  In  1731  the  settlement  began  ta 
bo  called' '"New  Medfield."  The  meetings  of  the  proprietors  were  gcncnilly; 
held  in  Medlicid,  occasionally  at  Framingham. 

It  mu5>t  not  be  understood,  however,  that  they  all  actually  removed  to  IhU: 
place.  •  Some  enlisted  in  the  undertaking  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a -Set- 
tlement for  their  children;  others  joined  merely  to  aid  those  who  were 'more- 
direct  ly  interested,  and  shortly  after  sold  their  right,  in  it-hole  or  in  part,  to. 
such  as  were  willing  to  settle  here  on  the  terms  prescribed  by  the  General 
Court.  These  hardy  pioneers,  if  tradition  tells  the  truth,  came  chiefly  on  foot 
and  alone  into  an  almost  unbroken  forest,  in  the  spring,  to  labor  upon  thciif 
allotments  until  tb6  commencement  of  winter,  and  then  return  to  their  homes,* 
until  about  the  time  they  had  erected  their  dwellings  and  outhouses,  felled  the. 
forests,  and  brought  into  cultivation  the  quantity  of  land  prc8cril>ed  In  thd 
conditions  annexed  to  the  act,'  that  they  might  be  entitled  16  an  act  of  ihcorpo^ 
ration  for  a  town,  with  authority  to  choose  the  necessary  officers  for  the  puriK>8e 
of  a  proper  organization  thereof. 

Notwithstanding  the  idea  prevailed  at  the  General  Court  that  this  tract  of 
land  was  very  poor,  there  is  a  large  quantity  that  is  very  good,  though  it  U  to 
a  large  extent  mountainous  and  rocky.     The  scenery  at  many  points  is  very 
picturesque  and  romantic.     The  principal  elevations  are  Walker  Mountain,  in 
the  north,  overlooking  AValkcr  Pond,  and  Cedar  Pond,  which  latter  contains  an 
area  of  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres;  Leadmine  Mountain  in  the  south- 
west, overlooking  Leadmine  Pond,  of  about  one  hundred  and   sixty-three' 
ac]*es;  Mount  Dan  in  the  north-west  corner,  having  Alum  Pond,  a  beautiful* 
sheet  of  water  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-two  acres,  lying  near  its  base, 
and  Fisk  Hill  in  the  east.     Henry  Fisk  one  of  the  original  proprietors  and 
his  brother  Daniel,  pitched  their  tent  near  the  top  of  *the  hill,  which  has 
ever  since  borne  their  name.     It  has  one  of  the  most  elevated  and  beaut  ifur 
swells  of  land  in  town,  possessing  fertility,  and  commanding  aii  e^ten^ivc 
and  delightful  view.     In  every  direction,  the  eye  sweeps  over  an  expanse  of 
varied    and    lofty  scenery,  exhibiting  spires,   churches  and  villages,   inter- 
mixed with  the  l)eautics  of  nature  setting  forth  a  rare  assemblage  of  naturail. 
and  artificial  attractions.     Shumway  Hill,  is  another  eminence  which  com* 
mauds  a  delightful  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  developing  more  fully  the 
mountains  of  Monadnock,  Wachusctt  and  Mount  Tom.     At  the  sixth  meeting:, 
Nov.  21,  1732,  an  article  in  the  notice  to  see  **  whether  the  proprietors  will 
gi*ant  Moses  Marcy  a  tract  of  land  in  consideration  of  his  building  a  mill  or 
mills  at  a  place  called  the  falls,''  no  action  was  taken  at  this  meeting.     At  tho 
eighth  meeting,  Nov.  29,  1.733,  it  was  voted  that  **  Moses  Marcy  shall  have  a: 
tract  of  land  granted  and  given  to  him,  to  be  of  the  value  of  oao  of  tho  fifty- 1 
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•OTO  lots  08  ore  laid  out  in  the  second  division,  if  be  will  build  a  grist-mill  oo 
Quioabaug  river  at  the  dam  wbero  he  bath  built  a  saw-mill,  before  the  last  of 
September,  173G.''  The  two  mills  were  erected  on  the  west  side  of  the  rirer^ 
between  the  west  end  of  the  present  d:im  and  the  central  mill  in  Soutbtnidge ; 
the  east  side  of  the  river  at  that  time  lielonged  to  Oxford.  At  the  meetingt 
June  4,  1740,  the  town  voted  to  grant  Mr.  Mnrcy  forty  acres  in  a  lot  on  the 
•outh  side  of  this  town  upon  the  Cedar  Swamp  Brook,  and  thirty-seven  acres 
in  a  lot  north  of  the  meeting-bouse,  called  the  Eel  Weirs,  for  encouragement 
lor  building  a  grist-mill.  Some  years  after  this  mill  was  built,  Capt.  Jacob 
Alleu,  descendant  of  Moses  Allen  tbo  first  settler,  built  a  grist-mill,  situated 
on  the  western  bank,  near  the  point  where  the  large  factory  dam  crosses  the 
river  above  the  Fiskdale  mills.  It  was  the  firot  and  only  mill  in  the  present 
town  for  many  years.  The  proprietors  having  fulfilled  tbo  conditions  in  their 
grant;  they  were  incorporated  into  a  town  iu  June,  1738,  by  the  name  of 
Stnrbridge.     The  following  is  a  coj^y  of  the  act  of  the  Logidlaturo :  — 

An  adtfor  ending  a  new  town  i>,  the  CouiUy  of   Worcester ^  at  a. plantation  catled  Sem 

Jlledfield^  bif  tlie  name  of  SturbriJge: 

«*  Whereas^  The  proprietors  of  a  certain  tract  of  land  within  the  County  of  Woceester^ 
ealled  New  Medfield,  have  fulfilleil  the  conditions  of  their  grant,  and  therefore  pn\y  that, 
they  may  be  incorporated  into  a  township,  for  want  whereof  they  labor  under  great  diffi- 
oalties,  — 

^^Beit  thertfore  enacted  by  His  ExceUency  the  Oovernour^  Council^  and  RepTe9eniaikM9 
in  General  Court  aseemhled^  and  by  the  authority  of  Ute  wzme, — 

"  Sbct.  1.    That  the  tract  of  land  lying  between  the  towns  of  Brookflcld,  Brimfield,  * 
Woodstock,  Dudley,  and  Oxford,  the  Province  line,  and  the  ten  thousand  acres,  so 
called,  be  and  hereb\'  is  erected  into  a  township  b}*  the  name  of  Sturbridge. 

*^  Sect.  2.  And  that  the  inhabitants  thereof  be  and  hereby  arc  vested  with  all  audi 
powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  towns  within  this 
province  are,  or  by  law  ought  to  be,  vested  with.    [»/awe  24,  1738." 

This  name  is  derived  from  Stourbridge,  a  town  in  Worcester  County,  in  * 
En<^Iand.  As  some  of  the  ancestors  of  the  first  settlors  were  natives  of  that 
place,  it  was  quite  natural  that  they  should  adopt  the  name  of  Stnrbridge  for 
this  grant  of  a  town  in  the  County  of  Worcester,  in  New  England.  By  an 
order  of  the  General  Com  t  accompanying  the  act  of  incorporation,  Moses  Marcy," 
who  is  therein  styled  "one  of  the  principal  inhabitants,"  was  ** authorized  and 
empowered  to  assemble  the  freeholders  and  other  qualified  voters**  for  the  pur- 
pose of  choosins:  town  ofiiccrs,  and  establish  a  system  of  town  regulations, 
which  was  to  be  the  basis  of  future  proceedings.  That  meeting  was  held  Sept.  18, 
1738,  at  which  Moses  Marcy  was  chosen  moderator ;  Daniel  Fiske,  town  clerk ; 
Daniel  Fiske,  Moses  Marcy,  Henry  Fiske,  selectmen;  Joseph  Smith,  consta- 
ble, and  other  necessary  ofBcers.  On  the  13th  of  February,  1739,  the  select- 
men issued  their  first  warrant  for  a  town  meeting,  to  be  bolden  in  ^larch.     In 
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order  to  show  the  full  extent  of  their  munieipal  affairs  at  that  earlj  day,  will 
give  a  copy  of  same :  — 

•*  Worcester,  ss.     To  Joseph  Smithy  Constable  of  Sturbridge : 

^^  In  bis  majesty's  nam^  3'ou  are  required  forthwith  to  warn  all  the  freeholders  and 
other  inbabitants  of  the  said  town,  to  convene  at  the  meeting  house  in  Sturbridge  afore- 
said, on  Monda}',  the  5lh  day  of  March  next,  at  nine  of  the  clock,  in  the  forenooh,  theif 
and  there  to  elect  and  depute  selectmen,  constables  and  other  town  officers  (as  the  law 
directs)  to  serve  this  town  the  ensuing  year ;  to  furnish  Mr.  Rice's  desk  with  a  cnsta*^ 
ion  (  ?)  and  tq  agree  upon  the  granting  such  snm  of  money  as  shall  he  judged  needHd 
for  the  benefit  of,  and  defraying  all  necessary  charge  arising  witl^in,  the  said  town ; 
and  to  agree  and  conclude  npon  any  other  matter  or  thing  which  shall  be  thought  need- 
ibl  to  promote  the  benefit  and  welfare  thereof." 

No  action  was  taken  on  furnishing  cushions  for  Mr.  Rice  or  granting  money. 

These  settlers  wore,  in  an  important  sense,  a  new  colony.     They  considered 
the  work  of  laying  the  right  foundation,  for  its  growth  and  prosperity^  devolved  . 
wholly  upon  them.     Like  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  they  came  imbued  with  elevated 
moral,  religious  and  political  principles  which  must  be  carried  out  in  practice. 
A  system  of  municipal  government  must  be  established,  embracing  Iho  most 
essential  provisions  fur  religious  worship,  and  the  instruction  of  the  rising 
generation.     Possessing  a  great  shai'6  of  sound,  practical  common  sense  and, 
elevated  sciitinients,  their  records  fully  show  that  they  were  found  equal  to  the 
task.     Party  considerations  had  not  then  an  existence ;  the  birth  of  such  an 
influence  bears  date  at  a  much  later  period.     The  paramount  inquiry  tbeti  was. 
What  will  promote  the  general  good?    This  principle  marked  their  course  for 
a  long  period;  laudable  emulation  then  prevailed;  without  it,  the  stern  work 
iu  which  they  were  engaged  would  have  lingered  on  their  bands,  and  the  truth' 
cannot  I)e  suppressed  that  that  high  moral  standard  which  characterized  our 
ancestors  has  not  been  sustained.     Many  were  the  oppressive  and  unjust  laws 
showered  upon  them  from  the  mother  country  while  struggling  up  to  manhood. 
The  stamp  act  (so  called)  was  a  measure  peculiarly  odious  and  oppressive  iu 
its  requisitions.     A  scries  of  oppressive  measures  during  five  or  six  yenr^, 
waxing  worse  and  worse  and  more  and  more  imtoting,  were  followed  up,  one ' 
after  the  other,  till  the  crisis  of  determined  resistance  arrived..    Unjustifiable 
taxation  was  the  principal  cause  of  complaint.     The  uniou  of  representation' 
and  taxation,  universally  allowed  to  be  inseparable  in  just  legislation,  was 
totally  disregarded  in  the  policy  of  the  mother  country  towards  these  Colonies.  ' 

Oct.  17,  17C5.  Considering  the  stamp  act  to  be  unsupportable,  Ihcy 
instructed,  their  representative  to  use  the  uttermost  of  his  endeavors  consistent 
with  loyalty,  that  said  act  might  be  repealed,  the  next  year  after  the  riot  at 
Boston,  whereby  considerable  loss  was  sustained  by  the  lieutenant*govemor 
and  others,  which  was  occasioned  by  the  odious  stamp  act. 

At  a  meeting  Sept.  12,  17GG,  to  see  if  the  town  will  instruct  their  represon- 
tative  iu  regard  to  making  up  the  loss,  the  instruction  was  **to  do  it  with  m 
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lii)ich  credit  and  as  little  charge  to  the  Plx>vince  ai  may.  be,"  the  meaning  of 
ivhich  was  fully  explained  in  their  meeting  in  November  of  the  same  year, 
when  they  yoted  not  to  make  com[>ensatiou  for  those  losses. 

At  this  time,  two  or  three  companies  of  young  men,  in  the  disguise  of 
Indians,  are  entitled  to  the  honor  of  casting  into  Boston  IlarlKir  a  cargf>  of  tea. 
Among  those  was  ]Mr.  Samuel  Ilobbs  of  this  place.  These  Mohawks,  in  their 
boats,  surrounded  the  frcigiitcd  vessel,  immediately  boarded,  and  relieved  her 
of  her  burden.  This  tnuisaction,  full  of  meaning,  could  not  be  misunderstood. 
The  intelligence  spread  with  electric  velocity  over  the  country.  It  soon 
rpached  tb^  ears  of  his  majesty,  and  was  received  with  no  very  pleasant 
emotions.  The  Boston  port  bill  was  passed  under  this  intelligence,  prohibiting 
the  lading  or  unlading  of  all  goods  in  the  port  of  Boston.  1774  was  the 
memorable  em  of  the.  last  oppressive  measure,  —  the  paper  blockade,  —  which 
was  immediately  followed  by  an  armed  force. 

At  a  meeting  in  1774«  the  town,  with  united  voice,  voted,  ^  after  solemn 
prayer  to  God  for  direction,**  not  to  purchase  any  goods  which  should  be 
imported  from  England  after  a  certain  specified  time. 

Aug.  25,  177-1,  a  committee  of  five  were  chosen  (Dca.  Moses  Weld,  Timo- 
thy Newell,  William  McKinstry,  John  Salmon,  and  Mr.  Benjamin  Freeman) 
to  consult  and  advise  what  is  necessary  and  prudent  to  be  done  by  the  county ; 
yilso  to  meet  the  committees  of  other  towns,  and  report,  which  was  done  and 
approved  by  the  town;  and  on  the  28th  of  September,  1774,  the  town  voted 
%(}  provide  four  half  barrels  of  powder,  five  hundred  weight  of  lead,  and  fi^ 
hundred  flints,  and  chose  a  committee  to  make  provisions  for  the  men  in  case 
tlicy  should  be  called  away  upon  any  sudden  emergency  in  defence  of  our  just 
ri;2hts,  privileges,  &c.  James  Johnson,  Joseph  Cheney,  Henry  Fisk,  Hinsdale 
Clark,  Ezekiel  Upbam,  Stephen  Gerould,  and  John  i^Iarsh  constituted  that 
committee. 

^^,  At  the  November  17tb  meeting,  the  town  made  additions  to  their  stock  of 
powder  and  lead;  also.  Rev.  Joshua  Paine  gave  one-half . barrel  of  powder, 
Henry  Fisk  three  hundred  weight  of  lead;  and  that  all  the  men  in  town  from 
sixteen  years  old  and  upward  shall  meet  at.  the  meeting-house  on  the  first 
Monday  of  December  next,  at  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning,  wUh  arms  and 
ian^munition  in  order  for  viewing,  at  which  time  they  met  on  the  training  field, 
formed,  marched  into  the  meeting-house  in  silence  and  good  order.  After 
solemn  prayer  to  God  and  singing,  Rev.  Joshua  Paine  preached  a  sermon  from 
the  Psalms ;  after  which  it  was  proposed  to  call  over  the  list  of  the  alarm  men 
first,  who  numbered  a  hundred  and  three,  of  which  there  was  some  moro  than 
seventy  ycai-s  old.  Two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  men  from  this  town  joined 
the  armies  which  fought  the  battles  of  liberty  during  the  Revolutionary.  Strugs- 
gle.  -After  the  Declaration  of  Independence  had  been  published  to  the  world, 
the  people  of  this  town  solemnly  '^engaged  to  support  it  with  their  lives  and 
fortunes,"  and  bad  actually  transcribed  it  entire  on  their  town  records. 
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In  the  year  1783,  the  whole  liiiinbcr  of  ratable  polls  in  town  was  454. 
Worcester  at  that  time  was  only  540 ;  Spriugfiel<l,  549 ;  BrookBcld,  675. 

The  following  list  embraces  such  persons*  so  far  as  has  been  ascettainedt'of 
>  whom  many  served  also  in  the  French  war  in  1754 :  — 

AbrahaiD  AUcd,  Caleb  Allen,  Elipbalet  Allci\,  Tbom^is  Boyden,  John  Boyden, 
Amos  Boyden,  Justus  B6yden«  Nathan  Brown,  Joel  Barrett,  Asa  Bullard,  MaJ.  Asa 
Cobnm,  Capt.  Henry  Clark,  Rufus  Clark,  David  Core}',  Joseph '  Cheney ,  John  Corey, 
Elijah  Carpenter,  Phineas  Coburn,  Col.  Ebcfnczer  Crafts,  Lemuel  Clark,  Asahel  Clark, 
JeptUa  Clark,  Jacob  Clcaveland,  Capt.  John  Congden,  Zach  Coburn,  Edward  'Coburn, 
Stephen  Draper,  Silas  Dunton,  Bcnj.  Dix,  John  Duhton,  James  Dyer,  Thos.  Dyer,  BobU 
Edwards,  Cyrus  Fay»  Simeon  Fisk,  Nathan  Fisk,  Joshua  Fisk,  Lieut.  BenJ.  Felton, 
•  Walter  Freeman,  Abel  Gunn,  John  Gess,  Eleazer  Howard,  Ben j.  Humphrey,  Abijah 
Ilvde,  Joshua  H3"de,  Bcnj.  Hyde,  John  IIyde,Olhniel  Hyde,  Samuel  Hyde,  Benj.  Hobbs, 
John  Holbrook,  Joshua  Harding,  Hinsdale  Hamant«  James  Johnspn,  Comfort  Johnson, 
Joshua  Gerold,  Thos.  Janes,  Marvel  Jackson,  Wm.  Leech,  Jesse  Sabin,  Capt.  Abel 
Mason,  Simeon  Mason,  Ithamar  Merrifleld,  Calvin  Mai*sh,  Joshua  Mason,  .Samuel 
Morse,  Silas  Marsh,  Joseph  Mills,  Capt.  Adam  Martin,  Aaron  Martin,  Moses  Margin, 
Asa  Morse,  Daniel  Morse,  Jeremy  Morse,  Enos  Morse,  Duty  Marsh,  Aaron  Marsh, 
Elijah  Marcy,  Tiraoth}-  Newell,  Capt.  Samuel  Newell,  Lieut  Stephen  Newell,  Dea.  John 
Phillips;,  Dr.  Eben'r  Phillips,  Elijah  Himpton,  Daniel  Plimpton,  Timothy  Parker,  Oliver 
:Piim;)ton,  Moses  Plimpton,  John  Plimpton,  Elias  Plimpton,  Primus  (Indian),  Ichabod 
Bobbins,  EH  Bobbins,  Col.  Nathan  Rice,  Oliver  Bobbins,  Timothy  Smith,  Nathan 
Siniihv  Moses  Smith,  John  Salmon,  Joseph  Shaw,  Nahum  Smith,  Samuel  Sbnmway, 
Abijah  Shuraway,  ^Lark  Stacy,  Amos  Scott,  Wm.  Simpson,  Elijah  Shiimway,  Jojseph 
Tiiwne,  P.  Thayer  (Indian),  Isaac  Upham,  Jonathan  Upham,  Lieut.  Nathaniel  Walker, 
Josiah  Walker,  Benj.  Walker,  Obed  Walker,  Phineas  Walker,  Dennison  Whe^loek, 
Balph  Wheelock,  George  Watkins,  Mr.  Welsh,  Chas.  West,  Thomas  Wakefield  Capt. 
Isaac  Warner,  Thomas  Young,  Lieut.  John  Taylor. 

The  following,  showing  the  number  of  acres  from  the  Tax-Book  in  this  tbwn 
in  1792:  —  Woodland,  15,380  acroR;  pastliring,  3,265  acres;  land  ubim- 
provablc,  5,609  acres ;  meadow,  1,690  acres ;  covered  with  writer,  1,242  acres; 
roads,  458  acres.     Total,  27,644  acres.  '" 

There  were  also  in  town  twelve  saw-mills,  three  grist<-mills,  and  five  pot  and 
pearl  ash  works.  On  the  7th  of  April,  1794,  quite  an  acquisition  was  made  to 
the  town  from  the  Country  Gore,  (so  called),  including  the  names  and  lauds  of 
Ezekicl  Brown,  Joseph  Ammidown,  Benj.  Stoddard,  Ephraim  Bacon,  and 
Jeremiah  Morse. 

The  present  enclosing-wall  of  the  old  cemetery  was  erected  on  the  16th,  17th, 
and  18th  days  of  June  of  this  year  by  a  free  contribution  of  the  labor  of  indi- 
viduals'from  all  parts  of  the  town,  under  the  charge  of  Capt.  Hooker,  Capt. 
Core^-,  and  Capt.  Marcy.  A  building,  10  by  14  ft.,  was  erected  this  j'ear  for  tho 
funend  carriage.  In  1796  a  petition  was  sent  to  the  General  Court  by  Joshua 
Harding,  Jr.,  and  others  in  the  south-east  part  of  the  town,  to  bo  erected  into  a 
•scpamto  town,  to  embrace  the  south-west  part  of  Charlton  and  the  west  part  of 
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Dudley.  To  strengthen  thoir  claim  for  a  town*  in  1800  they  erected  a  nieeting- 
hoime  in  that  part,  and,  by  their  pcrsbteut  efforts  the  next  year,  the  Generaf 
Court  incorporated  a  certain  number  of  individuals  from  the  three  towmi  into  a 
poll-parish,  which  they  enjoyed  for  a  few  years,  still  aspiring  to  political  rights 
under  the  authority  of  a  town  organization,  and  they,  with  their  co-opcmtora 
from  the  other  towns,  did  not  cease  their  efforts  until  they  obtained  from  tlie 
Legislature  an  act  of  incorporation  for  a  town,  after  twenty  years*  lalx>r,  in 
February,  1816.  Consequently,  at  this  time  a  little  less  than  one-third  of  the 
polls,  and  little  more  than  one-fourth  of  the  property,  fell  within  the  limits  of 
Southbridge.  Comparing  the  present  aspect  of  the  centre  village  of  Sturbridge 
with  its  appearance  in  1811,  a  very  striking  change  is  apparent.  Commonciog 
at  the  beautiful  residence  of  Mr.  Wm.  Whittemore,  which  was  for  about  a 
century  occupied  as  the  residence  of  the  first  three  Congregational  mini.stcrs  of 
Sturbridge ;  viz.,  Mr.  Sice,  the  first  settler,  Mr.  Paine,  and  Mr.  Lane,  and  {lasa- 
ing  westerly,  we  come  next  to  the  venerable  mansion  of  Gen.  Timothy  Newell, 
now  occupied  by  Mr. 'Wm.  Willard,  the  artist;  opposite,  some  thirty  rods 
north,  there  still  remains  the  residence  built  by  Mr.  Samuel  Ilobbs,  now  occu- 
pied by  his  grandson,  Samuel  Hobbs ;  next  was  a  two-story  dwelling-house, 
where  Mr.  Babbitt  lived,  on  the  site  now  occupied  by  ]ilr.  A.  C.  Morse ;  next 
was  a  small,  one-story  dwelling  on  the  the  site  where  Mr.  J.  N.  Chamber- 
lain's house  now  stands;  next  was  the  public  house  erected  by  Col.  Crafts, 
one  of  the  oldest  buildings  in  town.  Nearly  opposite  is  the  two-story  dwelling- 
house*  built  by  Capt.  Coburn,  now  owned  by  Mrs.  Ilutcbius ;  thence  on  the. 
hill  was  the  dwelling-house  of  Dea.  Daniel  Plimpton,  now  occupied  by  H. 
Ilaynes  &  Son  as  a  carriage-shop.  Maj.  Thomas  Upham  lived  in  a  one-story  . 
bouse  south  of  the  Gen.  Newell  place.  On  the  north  side  of  the  Common  was 
a  one-stor}',  old  building  on  the  spot  where  now  is  Ibe  residence  of  Mr.  Eli;(s 
M.  Gifford.  There  was  no  dwelling  on  the  Turnpike  north  nearer  than  tho 
Capt.' Bullock  place,  now  owned  by  Levi  B.  CbAse.  This  enumeration  includes 
all  the  principal  buildings  (excepting  the  cburch)  in  the  centre  of  tbc  town  in  . 
1811.  New  cemetery  grounds  were  purchased  in  1325,  of  about  three  acres, 
of  George  Watkins.  In  1867  more  land  was  added,  from  N.  W.  Plimpton^  - 
and  in  1860,  from  J.  C.  Bacon,  making  in  all  about  twelve  acres.  In  1838,  the  : 
town  house  was  built,  one  story  bigh;  in  1859  it  was  enlarged  and  an  upper  • 
story  put  on  by  the  Worcester  South  Agricultural  Society,  and,  in  18G8,  wtis 
purchased  by  the  town. 

The  fbllowing  persons  have  been  chosen  to  represent  the  town  at  the  General 
Court:  — 

Daniel  Fiskc,  Moses  Marcy,  Timothy  Parker,  Timothy  Newell,  Ebenezer  Crafts,  John 
Boyden,  Joshua  Harding,  Jr.,  Josiah  Walker,  Frederick  Plimpton,  Thomas  Babbitt, 
Thomas  Upham,  Oliver  Plimpton,  David  Wight,  Rev.  Lenox  L.  Leonard,  Gershom 
Plimptqh,  Jabez  Upham,  Joseph  Allen,  John  Phillips,  Samuel  Freeman',  Sylvester 
Watlilus,  Rcv.Oiis  Lace,  James  Juhnson,  Edward  Phillips,  Cyrus  Meriuck,  Amasa  Child, 
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Fenuel  Belknap,  I^oswell  Warner,  David  Wight,  2d,  Thomas  Merrick,  Pcte)r  Belknap, 
David  K.  Porter,  Jonathan  P.  Curtis,  Lemuel  llooker,  Abijah  Prout}',  Cromwell  Bul- 
lord,  Caleb  Weld,  Natlianiel  Walker,  Benj.  D.  Hyde,  Ilczekiah  Allen,  Prince  I^racket, 
Davicl.  Wight,  Jr.,  GeorgQ  V.  Corey,  Jabez  Harding,  Francis  W.  Emmons,  Dwight  P. 
Johnson,  Emerson  Johnson,  Seneca  Richardson,  Simeon  F.  Marsh,  Iliel  Nichols,  Henry 
Ilaynes,  Jr.,  James  M.  Belknap,  Elisha  Southwick,  Emory  L.  Bates,  Aikiasa  C.  Monei 
Rev.  M.  L.  Richardson,  Noah  D.  Ladd,  Charles  Fuller,  Alvin  B.  Chamberlain. 
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CHAPTER  n. 

EARLT  PKOVI8IOX  FOn  SCHOOLS— LATER  PROGRESS PUBLIC    LIBRABY  —  POP0*  ' 

LATIOX  —  WAR  OF  REBELLION  —  ROLL  OF   HONOR -t- COLLEGIATE    CATAtOC^US 
—  TOWN   OFFICERS  —  CHURCH  HISTORY  —  CONGREGATIONAL  SOCIETY— BAPTIST' 
—  EPISCOPAL.  ..     • 

The  subject  of  education  was  brought  into  town  meeting  for  the  first  time,. 
Oct.  6,- 1740.     Ih  the  warrant  for  that  meeting  was  au  article,  **To  s^c  if  th€i. 
town  will  come  into  any  measures  to  provide  a  school."    It  passed  in  tl^e.' 
uegative;   but  in  March,  1742,  the  town  granted  £20  for  schooling,  and  . 
authorized  their  selectniieu  to  dispose  of  the  same  for  that  purpose,  which  they  . 
divided,  for  the  support  of  two  schools  at  the  south-east  aud  noi-th-west  part  of 
town,  making  four  schools  at  the  average  expense  of  five  pounds  per  scJiooL./ 
Margaret  Manning,  Mary  Hoar,  the  wife  of  John  Stacy,  and  wife  of  Jeremiah 
Streetcr,  were  the  first  four  teachers  who  had  the  honor  of  laying  the  founda- 
tion of  learning  to  the  rising  generation  of  this  town.     The  next  year  £30 
wore  raised  ;  next  £40,  half  to  be  expended  in  summer  and  the  rest  in  winter^ 
^'to  instruct  children  to  write."    In  1749,  a  committee  of  four  persons  were 
chosen  to  take  care  and  get  proper  school  dames  for  to  keep  school.**     In 
1753  the  town  Iniilt  three  school-houses,  which  were  the  first.     In  1754  Ichalxnl " 
Sparrow  Paine  was  engaged  to  teach,  and  was  tho  first  schoolmaster  that  was 
employed  in  this  town.     In  17G1,  £80  were  granted  for  schooling,  and  was 
voted j  '^the  toWn  to  have  it  under  their  ej'e  how  the  money  is  expended." 
That  year  the  town  was  divided  into  school  districts.     By  the  law  of  this 
Province,  made  in  1G92,  it  required  every  town  having  one  hundred  familieSf 
to  support  a  grammar  school,  the  penalty  for  not  doing  so  was  £20.     In  the 
year  17GG  the  town  voted  '^to  instruct  the  selectmen  to  petition  the  Court 
of  Sessions  for  this  county » to  have  some  explanation,  or  moderation  or  lioiita- 
tion  of  that  act  imposing  a  fine  of  £20  for  not  keeping  a  grammar  school,  and 
that  tho  fine,  or  part  thereof,  laid  ui)on  this  town,  lie  granted  to  the  town  for    . 
schooling.     The  law  also  required  a  grammar  schoolmastqr  to  be  approved  by 
tho  minister  of  the  town,  and  also  of  tho  two  next  adjoining  towns,  by  certificate 
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under  their  banda.  They  were  also^xeropted  from  taxation.  The  brick  adiool- 
hoa^  at  Sturbridge  Centre,  was  built  in  1851 ;  destroyed  liy  fire  in  1855,  and 
rebuilt  the  same  year.  The  brick  school-bouse  between  Fiskdule  and  Snollville 
villages,  forty-two  feet  wide  and  sixty  feet  long,  two  stories  high,  was  built  In 
1874,  at  a  cost  of  $9,000.  Nathaniel  Upham,  John  W.  Draper,  and  William 
Wij^t,  were  chosen  building  committee  for  same.  The  usual  annual  appro- 
priation for  schools  is  $3,500.  Number  of  scholars  in  1878,  was  three  hundred 
and  thirty- eight.  The  school  committee  for  this  year  is  as  follows : — Rev.  D. 
E.  Jennings,  Rev.  Clarence  Fowler,  Noah  D.  Ladd,  Henry  E.  Hitchcock,  A. 
B.  Cham1)erlain. 

In  1873  the  Quiuebaug  Library  Association  gave  to  the  townaliout  four  hun- 
dred volumes,  on  condition  that  the  town  appropriate  annually  the  sum  (»f 
$100  for  its  increase  and  support,  which  was  accepted  by  the  town,  which  choso 
the  following  committee  to  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for  a  town  librury : 
Rev.  M.  L.  Richardson,  Henry  E.  Hitchcock,  and  Miss  Kate  Shumway.  The 
the  library  is  now  permanently  situated  in  the  upper  room  of  the  school-house  at 
Centre.     It  now  contains  1,550. volumes.     Miss  Emeline  Ilutchins  is*  librarian. 

By  the  Colonial  census  of  177G,  the  population  of  the  town  was  1,374; 
with  two  exceptions  each  succeeding  census  has  shown  slight  gains.  .  Between 
1810  and  1820  there  was  n  falling  off  from  1,927  to  1,G33.  This  loss  was 
latgely  duo  to  the  incorporation  of  Southliridgc.  Between  ISGOand  ISCo  there 
was  again  a  reduction  from  2,282  to  1,093.  In  1875— *  the  last  census — the 
popuktion  was  2,213.  The  loss  from  18G0  to  'G5,  is  mainly  due  to  the  Wiir 
of  the  Rebellion,  in  which  this  town  contributed  her  full  share,  to  the  number 
of  one- hundred  and  fifty-six  ;  of  this  number  twenty-nine  died  on  the  field  of 
liouor.  Their  names  are  inscribed  upon  the  monument,  erected  by  the  town 
iu  1*70. 

:  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  soldiers  who  served  in  the  War  of  the  Rebel- 
lion 186 1-'65 :— 

Wm.  L.  Allen,  *  Waldo  Allen.  Stephen  F.  Andrews,  Wm.  Amsdeh,  Salem  Adams^ 
Lewis  Benson,  *  James  Brigham,  George  Brackett,  John  Burns,  Albert  Bock,  Mathew 
Bams,  Henry  Bowen,  Andrew  Barrett,  Leighton  Brown,  Abraham  Benjamin,  Groorgo 
Blood,  Albert  Bump,  Emor^'  F.  Bailey,  ♦  Arthur  Bullard,  ♦  Clias.  II.  Brown,  ♦  Wm. 
Blood,  ♦  John  Blodgett,  ♦  John  Cooper,  Michael  Clcary,  Asa  F.  Crosby,  John  Crosby, 
Chas.  Cutler,  Merrick  Clark,  Jerome  ChiKls,  ♦  Alphonso  F.  Child^  Alfred  Carpenter, 
Levi  B.  Chase,  John  Cobby,  John  Slehick,  Frank  Cooper,  ♦  Wm.  Carter,  ♦  Wm.  Clark, 
A.  B.'  Chamberlain,  Curtis  Dodge,  Stephen  Dunn,  Maurice  Doran,  Edwin  Dra[)er,  Henry 
S.  Edgerton,  Albert  EdgertOn,  •  Wm.  S.  Fuller,  Chas.  T.  Tower,  ♦  Patrick  Gavin, 
Elias  Oifford,  James  Groves,  John  Gore,  F.  II.  Glcason,  Johu  P.  Ilaynes,  James  Ilurst, 
John  Hilton,  Wm.  Hilton.  Henry  E.  Hitchcock,  Everett  Hooker,  Lathrop  Hooker,  Wm. 
Hooker,  Mark  Healhcote,.Wm.  Ilcathcote,  Fred  Holmes,  Wm.  Johnson,  *  James  A. 
Johnson,  I#oren.  Johnson,  Edward  Jones,  John  Kebles,  Wm.  King,  James  King,  Geo. 

*  Died  in  service. 
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'Kcndrick,  Nathan  Kcacb,  Walter  Learned,  Wm.- Lombard,  Franklin  Lombard,  Geo.  P. 
Ladd,  Lncian  Lamb,  Andrew  Lee,  Iknr}'  Lincoln,  Wm.  Levallc}*,  TVm.  Lamb,  Jobn  P. 
Moore,.  Wm.  D.  Marsh,  Geo.  Marsh,  Albert  Moon,  Darius  Moon,  James  Moon,  Wm. 
M^combcr,  John  Marra,  Edmund  Mason,  Henry  Miller,  Chas.  Morse,  Amasa  C.  3Ior8e, 
John  Martin,  *  Geo.  McMaster.  Jolin  Newton,  James  Nolan,  *  Simoon  F.  Newton, 
•Thomas  O'llara,  Alexander  Cakes,  Henry  Pepin,  Chas.  Plummer,  Harlan  Pepper, 
"  Julius  A.  Parkhurst,  Chas.  A.  Phillips,  Elbridge  Perry,  Amasa  Phetteplace,  ♦  Isaac 
Plimpton,  Levi  Richards,  Ferdinand  Rodgers,  Albert  Remington,  *  Hiram  Ransom, 
•Alfred  Russell,  Chas.  A.  Stone,  ♦  Natban  Stone,  •  Wm.  J.  Stone,  Jas  Stone,  Geo.  Stono, 
John  Stone,  ♦Homer  Smith,  Addison  Smith,  Chas.  W.  Smith,  Ebenczcr  Smith,  Augps- 
tine  Snell,  Theodore  Snell,  Chester  Scarborough,  Henry  Scarborough,  Melvin  Shepard, 
James  Shepard,  Horace  Shepanl,  Edwin  Spencer,  Joseph  Spencer,  Albert  Sykes^  Geo. 
Sykos,  Farnum  Southwick,  Samuel  Shumwa}*,  Merrick  Streeter,  ♦Richard  Shacnock, 
Ransom  Towne,  Daniel  Wight,  Levins  Wight,  Reuben  Walker,  Harrison  Wells,  Henry 
Wells,  Delvis  Withey,  Geo.  Wright,  ♦  Alpbeus  Wright,  Jefferson  Wellington,  Chas.  W. 
Walls,  ♦David  Wilson,  ♦Chas.  Whittemorc,  ♦Arthur  Walker, .  Alvin  .  Wowdard, 
Simeon  Younge,  Rol>ert  Younge. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  gradoatcs  whose  nativity  is  reckoned  to  the  bpbor 
of  this  town :  — 

Caleb  Rice,  Jr.,  Harvard  University,  1764  ;  Natban  Rice,  Harvard  University,  1-773 ; 
Joshua  Paine,  Jr.,  Har\'ard  University,  1784;  Thomas  Babbitt,  Han'ard  University, 
1784;  Ephraim  Allen,  Harvard  University.  1780;  Erasmus  Babbitt,  Harvard  Univcr- 
8ity,'1790;  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  Harvard  University,  1790;  Grosvcnor  Tarbell,  Yalp 
College,  1793;  Alpbeus  Cheney,  Dartmouth  College,  1795;  Jobn  Paine,  Harvard 
University,  1799;  Timothy  Newell,  Jr.,  Harvard  University,  1802;  Samuel  Bacon, 
Harvard  University,  1808:  Benjamin  Rice,  Brown  University,  1808;  Josiah  J.  Flske, 
.Brown  University,  1808;  William  L.  Marcy,  Brown  University,  1808;  Jacob  Cory, 
Brown  Univcrsit}-,  1808;  Daniel  F.  Harding,  Brown  University,  1809;  David  W. 
Fiske,  Brown  University,  1825 ;  Calvin  P.  Fiske,  Brown  University,  182G ;  Henry  F. 
Leonard,  Brown  University,  1826;  David  T.  Lane,  Amherst  College,  1829;  William 
U.  Ta^'lor,  Brown  University,  1837;  Abijah  S.  Lvon,  Brown  University,  1887; 
Benjamin  F.  Brooks,  Amherst  College,  1837;  Chester  W.  Car|)enter,  Amherst  College ; 
John  B.  Allen,  Union  College;  Darius  Gore,  Amherst  College;  Alfred  Bclkdap, 
Amherst  College;  Merrick  Lyon,  Brown's  University;  Henry  D.  Hyde,  Amherst 
College,  18G1  ;  Charges  Cutting,  Amherst  College ;  Frank  E.  Brooks,  member  of  Browa 
University,  1879.  ,        . 

The  board  of  town  officers  for  the  present  year  is  as  follows :  Treasurer, 
Emory  L.  Bates ;  Clerk,  A.  C.  Morse ;  Selectmen,  Simeon  F.  Marsh,  Charles 
n.  Allen,  AVilliam  Whittemore;  Overseers  of  Poor,  Nathaniel  tJpham,  Henry 
Hayncs,  Samuel  Edgcrton ;  Assessors,  George  N.  Bacon,  Charles  Anderson, 
Henry  £.  Hitchcock ;  Constables,  D.  R.  Bland,  P.  C.  Hooker,  £.  H.  Gham- 
berlain ;  Auditor,  Charles  V.  Corey ;  Field  Driver,  Eugene  W.  Rice^ 

The  conditions  on  which  land^  were  granted  to  the  original  proprietortt 

•  DiedinaerTiM. 
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according  to  an  act  of  Legislature  ia  1692,  required  that  tbey  muatv 
aevea  year^  from  the  grant,  settle  an  orthodox  minister,  and  tliut  every  quali* 
ficd  voter  shall  pay  his  tax  for  the  support  of  same.  Before  any  regular 
society  was  established,  James  Dennison,  Joseph  Smith,  Henry  and  Daniel 
Ftsk,  with  several  others  in  different  parts  of  the  town,  as  they  became 
acquainted,  met  every  Lord's  Day  for  worship  at  their  different  places  of  abodo. 
At  the  third  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  Nov.  30,  1731,  it  was  voted  that  they 
should  build  a  meeting-house  as  soon  as  they  conveniently  can,  fifty  feet  iu 
length,  forty  feet  iu  width  and  twenty-two  feet  between  sills,  and  pkites ;  that 
the  said  house  shall  bo  finished  according  to  ai-ticlc^  drawn  to  finish  ibo 
ineeting-house  at  Ilassanamisco  (now  Grafton) ;  that  it  lie  built,  covered  and-, 
enclosed  iu  the  space  of  one  year  from  that  time,  and  fitii^ibed  in  the  space  of 
tW9  years.  John  D%vigbt,  Jonas  Houghton  and  Joseph  Plimpton  were  choscu 
as  a  building  committee.  The  spot  of  land  selected  for  its  site  was  "^noar  tho 
noting  of  the  roads,  on  the  west  side  of  Sugiir  Brook,"  i.e.,  a  few  rods  south  of 
the  present  Congregational  church.  The  heirs  of  Gen.  Saltonstall  at  that  timo 
owning  the  land,  negotiations  were  immediately  commenced  and  soon4>rought 
ton  succes;a|ful  termination,  by  a  deed  of  six  acren,  for  and  in  considenition  of  thd* 
settlng  up  of  a  meeting-house  upon  it,  with  burying-ground,  traiuing^ficld,  &c. 
The  19th  of  September,  1733,  the  house  was  dedicated,  more  than  four  years 
before  the  town  was  incorporated.  Ilcv.  Mr.  Baxter  of  Medfield  preached  tbo 
dedicatory  sermon,  from  Isaiah  Ixiii.  5.  Rev.  Mr.  Cowell  was  their  first 
preacher.  Kev.  Caleb  Rice  was  ordained  on  tbo  29lh  of  September,  173G^  at 
which  time  a  church  was  organized  coni^istin^  of  fourteen  members.  Rov. 
Plater  yVhitney,  author  of  a  bi-tory  of  tbo  County  of  Worcester  in  1793,  gives- 
the  following  sketch  of  J^Ir.  Rico's  character:  '^Ile  was  a  pastor  after  GodV- 
heart  I  sound  ,^n  faith !  a  good  preacher  I  endowed  with  excellent  gifts  and 
very  exemplary  in  life,  as  well  as  social  and  benevolent  in  his  dcportmeat;*! : 
Mr.  Riqo  closed  both  his  life  and  ministry  Sabbath-day,  Sept.  2,  1739.  The 
pulpit  was  supplied  tbo  following  two  years  by  Messrs.  Storrs,  Whitney  and 
Mills.  The  insufEcicucy  of  accommodation  in  the  old  church  induced  tbo  tuwii 
to  .build  a  new  house,  which  was  greeted  iu  1784,  completed  and  dedicated,  iu 
1787. ,  The  following  ministers  have  supplied  the  pulpit : —  .  r 

Rev.  Joshua  Paine,  commenced  June,  1701,  died  Dec.  28,  1790;  Rev.' Otis  Lane,  ' 
commenced  December,  1800,  dismissed  February,  1819  ;  Rev.  AI van  Bond,  commeiiced 
November,  1819,  dismissed  October,  1831 ;  Rev.  Joseph  t$.  Clark,  eommoneed  Dceem- 
her,  1831,  dismisscil  December,  1838 ;  Rev.  David  R.  Austin,  commenced  May,  1839, 
dismissed  October,  1851 ;  Rev.  Hubbard  Beebc,  commenced  Jiiuc,  1852,  dismissed 
October,  1854 ;  Rev.  Sumner  6.  Clapp,  commenced  March,  185G,  dismissed  SeptemlKT,  r 
1862 ;  Rev.  Marshall  B.  Angier,  commenced  July,  18G3,  dismissed  June,  18G7 ;  R^v. 
Martin  L.'  Richardson,  commeneed  October,  1867. 

Mr.  Richardson,  the  present  pastor,  is  a  native  of  Winchester,  Masr^.,  and  a 
grajdiiate   of  Amherst  College.     In   1868  ,  tbo   society  erected  a  parsonage. 
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situated  north  of  the  chiirchf  at  an  expense  of  $3,000.  An  account  of  Rev. 
Mr.  Dnxter  of  Medfield,  who  consecrated  the  first  church  in  this  town,  shows 
that  our  ancestors  were  not  wholly  fi-eo  from  witchcraft,  **  for  on  one  occasion 
ho  went  to  reprove  Goody  Lincohi  for  the  sin  of  practising  witchcraft,  and 
felt  a  stntnge  pain  in  his  leg  on  his  return,  which  he  attributed  to  her  ill 
influence.** 

In  the  year  1747,  near  the  close  of  the  ministry  of  Rev.  Caleb  Rice,  of  the 
Orthodox  Church,  at  that  time  styled  the  Standing  Order,  according  to  legist 
lative  favoritism  in  behalf  of  one  relisrious  denonlination  to  the  detriihcht  of  all 
other  religions  bodies,  fifteen  members  withdrew  them^^elvcs  froth  the'  old 
society,  and  established  what  has  since  been  known  as  the  Baptist  churcli  of 
Sturbridge.     At  that  time  they  were  stigmatized  by  the  "Standing  Order  **  as 
*'New  Lights,**  Separates  or  Separatists.     They  had  for  their  preacher,  Mrl 
John  Blunt,  who  was  afterwards  killed  in  the  French  war,  at  tho  battle  of 
Lake  George.    A  house  of  worship  was  erected,  which  stood  within  the  prcaedt 
limits  of  Southbridge,  near  Globe  Village.     Rev.  AVilliam  Ewin^  was  their 
first  minister.    After  a  short  ministry  in  this  town,  he  removed,  and  the  church 
was  left  without  a  regular  pastor  for  several  years.     The  members  of  this 
church,  considering  that  it  was  enough  for  them  .to  maintain  their  own  minister,' 
therefore  refused  to  be  taxed  for  the  support  of  any  other;  but  still  th^  civil* 
law  of  tho  day  refused  to  release  them  :  consequently  affairs  were  brought  to  li 
most  unhappy  issue.    In  tho  year  1740,  Rev.  Ebenezer  Moulton,  of  the  Baptist- 
Church  in  Brimfield,  Ixiptizcd  thirteen  of  their  number,  including  Dea:  Daniot 
Fiske,  Dea.  J<ihn  Newell,  Henry  Fiske,  and  David  Morse,  their  ruling  elders* 
Soon  after,  Mr.  Blunt  and  sixty  others  were  baptized,  which  was  the  cause  of* 
much  bitterness  among  those  and  the  members  of  the  church  of  the  Standing 
Order.     The  following  is  quoted  from  a  note  in  Benedict's  **  History  of  the 
Baptists'*:  "Mr.  IMoulton,  for  preaching  here,  was  seized  by  the  constable, 
dragged  out  of  the  town,  and  thrust  into  prison  as  a  stroller  and  vagabond ; 
also,  Dea.  Fiske,  John  Corey,  Jeremiah  Borstow,  Josiah  Pefry,  and  John 
Draper  were  imprisoned  at  Worcester  gaol.** 

In  1750  and  1751,  the  assessors  took  from  Abniham  Bloyce  a  spinning- 
wheel;  from  Dea.  Fiske,  five  pewter  plates  and  a  cow;  John  Pike,  a  cowj 
Jonathan  Perry,  a  saddle  and  steer;  Mr.  Blunt,  a  trammel,  andirons,  shovel, 
tongs,  and  a  heifer;  John  Streeter,  a  kettle  and  {>ot-hooks;  from  Beuj.  Rob- 
bins,. Henry  Fiske,  John  Perry,  David  Morse,  Phineas  Collier,  John  Newell, 
and  John  Draper,  sundry  goods  were  taken. 

In  1752,  town  meetings  were  called  to  see  if  some  agreement  mighik  not  be 
made  satisfactory  to  all  for  i>eaco*  sake.     But  nothing  was  done.    One  party 
had  the  authority  of  law  on  their  side,  the  other  being  supported  by  the  true  . 
and  fundament:d  principles  of  religious  freedom. 

In  1773,  the  town  voted  to  exempt  Jonathan  Perry  and  others,  notwithstanding 
their  not  giving  in  to  the  assessors  certificates  agreeable  to  law ;  and  the  next  ^ 
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year  it  was  voted  to  leave  out  all  persons  professing  to  be  Baptists  from  paying 
Ibe  Orthodox  ministerial  tax.  In  1784  the  societ}*  built  a  meeting-bouae  tm 
Fisko  Hill,  which  was  done  and  finished  in  1786,  its  members  at  that  time 
numbering  eighty.  The  house  on  Fiske  Ilill  having  become  decayed,  a  now 
meeting-house  was  built,  finished,  and  dedicated  in  January,  1833,  on  the  ele- 
vation of  ground  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  south  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  In  June,  1833,  the  society  voted  to  move  their  church  feo  ground 
given  them  for  the  purpose  by  lion.  Josiah  I.  Fiske,  at  Fiskdale  Village  (where 
it  now  stands) ,  which  was  soon  after  done  at  an  expense  of  one  thousand  dollars. 
John  Phillips  was  chosen  deacon  in  1799;  was  born  June  29,  1760;  died  in 
1864,  at  the  age  of  one  hundred  and  four  years.  The  following  is  a  list  of  its 
pastors :  — 

**  Jordan  Dodge,  commenced  Oct^  27,  1784,  dismlssecl,  1778.  Baldwin,  Rathbnni, 
and  Boot,  supplied  to  1796.  Zenas  L.  Leonard,  fiom  Sept,  1796,  to  Oct.,  1832. 
Abiel  Fisher,  supply.  Addison  Parker,  from  Jan.  8.  1833,  to  Dec.  12,  183i>'.  L^oab 
Iferriam,  flro^i  Aug.^  1836,  to  Jan.,  1837.  Orrin  O.  Stearns,  from  Sept.,  1837,  to  Oct., 
1839.  Joel  Kenney,  from  June,  1840,  to  May,  1843.  J.  Woodbury,  from  July,  IM4, 
to  Sept.,  1847.  Thomas  Driver,  from  Dec.  1847,  to  Feb.,  1840.  Geo.  £.  Dorrcncc, 
fr9m.  April,  1850,  to  March,  1852.  Addison  Parker,  from  May,  1852,  to-Se|>t.,  1855. 
Geo.  W.  Prcstoo,  from  Dec,  18r5,  to  May,  1858.  Andrew  Ilead,  from  Oct.,  18o8,  to 
April,  18G2.  J.  M.  Chick,  from  June,  18C2,  to  Aug.,  1804.  Mr.  Stevens,  from  Ajng,, 
1BC4,  to  April,  1865.  Wra.  Reed,  from  April,  18G6,  to  March,  1867,  J.  T.  Farra, 
from  Nov.,  1867,  to  Oct.,  1869.  Chas.  A.  Cook,  from  Dec.,  1869,  to  Oct.,  1870.  C. 
W.  Potter,  from  Jan.,  1871,  to  May,  1873.  T.  M.  Merriam,  from  Aug.,  1873,  to  Moy^ 
1876*    J.  H.  Gannett;  May,  1876." 

The  Unitarian  society  was  organized  in  1864,  since  wliieh  time  the  following 
have  sustained  the  pastoral  cbaj*ge  with  much  credit  to  themselves,  and  to  tho 
(prosperity  of  the  society :  Revs.  J.  A.  Buckingham,  £dcs  Irish,  and  Clarencd 
Fowlo ;  the  last  still  labors  here  wilh  much  satisfaction  to  his  i>cople.  Tho 
advancement  and.  unanimity  of  the  orgunizalian  lias  been  such,  that  in  1872  tboy* 
had  built,  completed,  and  dedicated  their  church,  situated  t\  few  rods  west  of  tbe^ 
Town  Hall,  of  the  dimensions  of  forty  by  sixty  feet,  Avith  a  tower  twelve  feet 
square,  and  106  feet  in  height,  exhibiting  symmetry  and  good  taste,  as  does  tho' 
general  appearance  of  tho  interior.  On  each  siile  of  the  pulpit  are  placed  tablets 
with  Scripture  quotations  :  *'  Search  me,  O  God,  and  know  my  heart ;  try  md' 
and  know  my  thoughts :  and  sco  if  there  be  any  wicked  way  in  me,  and  lead 
me  in  tho  way  everlasting."  ^I  am  not  ashamed  of  the  Gospel  of  Christy  for 
it  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  to  every  one  that  bclicvcth.*'  The  audi- 
encc-ropm  is  eighteen  feet  high,  with  arched  ceiling.  It  is  arranged  for  seating 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  pprsons,  having  slips  of  a  circular  form,  with- 
three  aisles,  one  in  the  centre  and  one  on  each  side.  •  ' 

^There  is  also  a  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  at  Fiskdale,  of  which  tho  fol- 
lowing note  may  se/ve  as  a  history :  The  first  service  of  this  church  was  held 
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on  ^^bitsundayy  1870.  The  ball  in  the  old  brick  school-house  was  fitted  up 
and  has  been  used  as  a  chapel  by  the  church  since  its  organization  a^* a  parish. 
The  petition  for  organization  was  made  July  20,  1871.  The  parish  was  organ- 
ized Aug.  1,  1871,  uuder  the  name  of  Grace  Church.  Rev.  Samuel  Spear  was 
elected  the  first  rector.  His  resignation  was  accepted  Sept.  11,  1872.  Rev. 
Levi  Boyer  accepted  a  call  Feb.  15,  1873;  resigned  July  30,  1876.  Rev. 
Estaing  Jennings  became  rector  July,  27,  1877,  and  is  at  present  officiating. 
The  parish  has  i)cen  liberally  sustained  by  Mr.  James  C.  Fisk,  of  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  who  was  also  greatly  interested  in  its  ongiual  organization. 


CHAPTER  in. 


PURSUIT  OF  AGRICULTURE  — •  WORCESTER  SOUTH  AGRICULTURAL  60CIETT  -=- 
VALUABLE  BIINERAL8— MAKUFACTURES  —  COTTOX  MILLS — SXELL  MANX7FAC- 
TURING   COMPANY  —  N.  D.  LADD   &   SONS  -^  COXCLUSIOX. 

A  sociETT  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  existed  iu  this  town  abont  the 
commencement  ot  the  present  century.  The  Rev.  Z.  L.  Leonard  was  president^ 
and  David  Wight,  Jr.,  secretary,  during  the  first  years  of  cxisteuce.  Dea.  Johii 
Phillips,  Oliver  Plimpton,  Abncr  Lyon,  Josiah  and  Xalh'l  W^ilker,  SimeoQ 
Hooker,  Maj.  Jacob  Upham  and  Luther  Hamant  were  some  of  its  members. 
The  three  lust  iiamcd  are  entitled  to  the  credit  of  makins:  the  first  movements 
in  attempting  to  establish  the  present  Worcester  South  Agricultural  Society 
which  was  incorporated  iu  the  j'car  1855.  The  first  exhibition  of  this  society 
was  given  October  3  of  that  year.  Hon.  Amasa  AValkcr  delivered  the  address; 
which  was  considered  eminently  practical  and  well  worthy  the  serious  attention 
of  the  New  England  farmers.  The  society  includes  the  towns  of  Sturbridge, 
Soathbridgc,  Webster,  Oxford,  Charlton,  Spencer,  Brookficlds,  Warren,  Brim- 
fiald  and  Holland. 

In  1868  the  society  purchased  land  of  Nelson  Bennett,  adjoining  CMar 
Pond,  for  a  track,  and  erected  a  hall  40  by  90  feet,  two  stories  with  biscment. 
The  building  committee  for  same  wcro  H.*nry  Hiyucs  a-ul  B.  J.  Stone  of 
Sturbridge,li.Douty  of  Charlton,  N.  S.  Hubbard  ot*  Br'.mfield,  Solomon  Shum- 
way  of  Webster,  John  M.  CIcmenco  of  Southbridge,  Daniel  D wight  of  Dudley. 
Their  hall  at  the  Centre  was  sold  to  the  town  for  $1,750. 

Xhe  land,  hall  and  track  cost  the  society  $13,000,  leaving  them  in  debt 
$9,000,  which  at  the  present  time  has  nearly  licen  paid,  leaving  the  society  in 
good  condition.  It  has  been  favored  with  members  who  have  had  energy  and 
perseverance  enough  to  not  only  prevent  it  from  sinking,  but  to  raise  it  up 
and,  carry  it  forward  in  its  noble  career  of  usefulness,  to  the  pride  of  all  its 
members  and  the  community  at  large  interested  in  agrienltare.  '' 
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In  185?»  tho  society  offered  premiums  and  gratuities  to  the  amount  of  $174 ; 
in  1866,  $8 13 ;  1878,  $1,545. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  since  its  incorporation  to  the  present  time : 

Presidenf #.— Oliver  C.  Felton,  Calvin  P.  Fiske,  M.  D.,  Newton  S.  Hubbard,  Roftta 

B.  Dodge,  Sylvester  Dresser,  Daniel  Dwight,  Nathaniel  Upham,  SamU  N.  Gleasoa^ 
John  O.  McEinstry. 

Secretaries,  —  Aaron  Lvon,  C.  P.  Fiske,  Saml.  H.  Hobbs,  Siml.  C.  Hartwell,  David 
Wight,  Jr.,  John  O.  McEinstry,  Ilcnry  ilaynes,  Avery  P.  Tayler,  N.  D.  Ladd,  Amasa 

C.  Morse. 

Treasurers.  —  Simeon  F.  Marsh,  Mclvin  Haynes,  David  Wight,  Jr.,  Noah  D.  Ladd, 
Amasa  C.  IMorse,  Wm.  Wbittemore. 

In  the  year  16.33  Mr.  John  Oldham  of  Dorchester,  on  bis  journey  across  tho 
country  to  Connecticut  River  Valley,  in  company  with  the  interior  Indians  in  this 
region,  made  tho  discovery  of  the  black-lead  mines,  and,  with  specimens  of  snmo, 
made  bis  rcp:)rt  at  Boston  that  year,  only  thirteen  years  after  the  landing  of 
the  Pifgriins  at  Plymouth,  but  three  years  after  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Winthrop 
and  bis  party  to  found  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  a  century  before  Sturbridgo 
received  its  incorporation  as  a  town.  (Mr.  Qldham  was  murdered  near  Block 
Island,  in  1636,  by  the  NarraganSet  and  Block  Island  Indians.)  The  grant  of 
this  tract  was  given  to  John  Winthrop,  Jr.,  by  the  General  Court,  at  Boston, 
in  1643,  situated  **  about  sixty  miles  westward  in  which  the  black-lead  is,  and 
liberty  to  purchase  some  land  of  the  Indians.'' 

In  the  year  1658  the  mines  were  first  operated  for  procuring  that  mineral 
as  d  merchantable  article,  transporting  it  to  Boston  on  horseback  and  in  teama  . 
making  their  roads  as  they  went  along. 

Between  the  years  1828  and  1839,  Frederick  Tudor,  Esq.,  of  Boston, 
became  the  purchaser,  since  which  time  it  has  been  extensively  wrought,  and 
has  undoubtedly  been  a  source  of  profit  to  the  owner.  The  quantity  obtained,* 
for  twenty  years  in  succession  averaged  alwut  twenty  tons  annually.  Not 
unfrequently  masses  of  pure  gmphite  were  found,  weighing  from  20  to  50  lb$. 
The  lustre  of  this  plumbago  is  highly  metallic;  its  structure  is  between  scaly 
and  fine  granular;  there  is  sometimes  an  obvious  approxim ition  to  distinct 
crystals,  though  mineralogists  are  not  agreed  that  this  substance  has  ever  been 
found  ill  siich  a  state.  Phosphate  of  lime  and  hydrate  of  iron  have  been 
noticed  in  the  gneiss  and  forming,  with  the  ingredients  of  tho  rock,  a  breceiated  ^ 
mixture.  Vegetable  relics  are  sometimes  seen  enveloped  in  tho  mass.  .In  1830 
three  men  were  buried  by  the  caving  of  the  mine, — Mr.  Clentick,  Mr. 
Cleaveland  and  Mr.  Cheney  P.  Sheddon.  The  two  first  named  was  killed;  Mr. 
Sbeddon  was  released  after  several  hours'  confinement,  and  is  living  at  the 
present  lime  (1879).     This  mine  for  many  years  past  has  not  been  operated. 

Another  mine  of  plumbago  is  on  tho  farm  of  tho  heirs  of  Capt.  Lyman 
Morse,  oiie  mile  south  of  the  centre  of  tho  town,  which  was  worked  to  some 
extent  in  1845  or  '46. 
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Fiskdale  Village,  in  Us  early  days,  contained  the  residences  of  Moses,  Abn^r. 
and  Capt.  Jacob  Alton,  descendants  of  Moses  Allen,  the  first  settler.  Capt. 
Jacbb  Allen  was  forcibly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  the  old  Quinebaug 
Biyer,  at  this  point,  might  be  used  beneficially  to  hinaself  and  others;  this  ho 
realized  by  taking  the  first  use  of  the  water  privileges  and  building  i\  small 
grist-mill,  the  first  and  only  grist-mill  in  town,  for  many  years.  It  was  situated 
on  the  westliank,  nearthe  point  Where  the  present  large  faotory  dam  crosses  the 
river,  at  the  foot  of  a  deep  deif^cent  from  the  road,  in  the  midst  of  rugged 
rocks,  and  scenery  which  had  )ieyer  been  disturbed  by  the  hand  of  art.  D^. 
Abraham  Allen,  who  became  the  possessor  of  his  father's  real  estate,  made 
some  progress  in  building  a  dam,  no  doubt  with  a  view,  to  invite  attention  to 
thi%  locality,  which  was  found,  6n  examination,  to  present  flattering  facilities 
for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Tho  Hon.  Josiah  I.  Fiske,  a  native  citizen  of  the  town,  who  removed  to 
Wrentham,  Mass.,  where  be  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law  for  nptfiny 
years,  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  laying  the  foundation  of  cotton-manufficturing 
in  this  place,  and  justly  claims  the  name  the  village  bears. 

There  are  two  waterfalls  or  privileges,  at  this  point,  the  lower  one  of  which 
bad  a  fall  of  IC^  feet,  and  at  thfs  privilege  Mr.  Fisk  in  1827  and  '28  built  the 
first  mill,  8^  by  40  feet,  five  stories,  of  brick.  In  1829  the  mill  commenced 
making  cloths,  having  88  looms.  In  1831-5,  on  the  upper  privilege,  which  has 
a  fall  of  23^  feet,  situated  about  one-eighth  of  a  mile  from  the  lower  privilege, 
Mr.  Fisk  built  a  ston^-mill  180  by  40  feet,  five  stories  high,  and  in  1836  it  wa^ 
filled  with  machinery  and  commenced  to  manufacture  64  by  64  printing-cloths, 
having  10,000  spindles  and  200  looms.  This  year  a  charter  was  granted  tp 
form  a  company,  under  the  name  of  the  Sturbridge  Cotton  Mills,  witii  ^  capital 
of  $100,000,  which  purchased  the  entire  property. 

Mr.  (larvey  Hartshorn  of  Wrentham,  Mass.,  was  the  first  agent  until  1832, 
when  Mr.  Simeon  A.  Drake  succeeded  him  until  1854,  when  he  was  chpson , 
treasurer,  and  Mr.  William  B.  Whiting  succeeded  Mr.  Drake  as  agent  until 
be  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Kehew.  In  the  great  financial  panic  of  1857  all  tho 
firms  and  companies  to  which  the  Sturbridge  Cotton  Mills  had  sold  their  cloths 
for  several  months  previous  failed,  which  obliged  the  corporation  to  suspend 
payment,  and  early  in  the  year  of  1858  the  mills  were  closed.  In  April,  1859, 
a  compromise  was  made  with  the  creditors,  and  the  mills  were  again  started, 
with  Mr.  Bowers  S.  Chase  as  agent.  Mr.  James  C.  Fisk  of  Cambridge,  Mass., 
was  chosen  treasurer,  and  has  filled  that  office  since  that  time.  The  water  sup- 
ply in  the  Quinebaug  Iliver  having  been  very  much  increased  by  the  making  of 
large  reservoirs,  the  old  mills  were  found  much  too  small  to  use  all  the  water- 
power.  In  May,  1869,  work  was  begun  at  the  upper  privilege,  about  fifty  feet 
north  of  the  stone  mill,  on  a  new  mill  three  stories  high,  182  by  70  feet,  with 
an  L  extension  72  by  56  feet.  Tho  foundation  of  all  parts  of  this  mill  rests 
upon  solid  rock,  and  the  wheel-pit  and  canal  were  excavated  out  of  the  same. 
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Tho  machinery  is  oporotcd  hy  a  LcflTd  wheel,  having  two  hundred  and  ei^tj 
horse-power.  Every  part  of  tho  mill  has  the  modern  improvements,  and  Jias 
alight  and  airy  asi^ect.  This  mill  has  17,50t  spindles  and  400  looms.  In 
1870,  work  was  commenced  at  the  lower  privilege  foi;  large  additions  and 
alterations  in  the  old  mill,  where,  in  place  of  the  small  mill  built  hy  Mr.  J.  I. 
Fi^k  in  1828,  now  standi  a  largo  and  picturesque-looking  mill,  which  presents 
an  imposing  and  handsome  appearance,  having  over  11,000  spindles  and  300 
looms  in  opcnition.  These  two  mills  consume  3,000  Imles  of  cotton  a  year,  and 
make  over  9,300,000  yards  of  64  by  64  printing-cloths.  The  comiiany  have 
bnis  hundred  tenements,  which  are  kept  in  prime  condition,  making  the  general 
aspect  of  the  village,  as  acknowledged  by  all,  a  very  pleasant  and  homelike 
one  for  the  operatives,  who  are  made  as  comfortable,  if  not  more  so,  than 
in  any  other  manufacturing  villngc  in  New  England.  Mr.  Chase  resigned  as 
agent  in  July,  1875,  and  Mr.  George  II.  Sparkawk  succeeded  him.  In  1869 
a^  act  of  Legislature  authorized  a  change  of  the  corporate  name  of  tho  Stur- 
btidge  Cotton  Mills,  to  be  hcreailter  known  as  the  Fiskdale  Mills,  and  also  au- 
thorized an  increase  of  capital  stock,  so  that  it  be  may  $500,000.  Tho  company 
accepted  those  acts,  and  increased  in  1871  its  capital  stock  to  $350,000. 
'  Much  credit  is  given  Mr.  Jumcs  C.  Ftsk  by  the  citizens  of  Sturbridge  for  the 
substantial  improvements  aciompHshed  through  his  energy  and  zeal,  showing 
gobd  taste  and  sound  judgment  in  all  bis  works,  which,  including  the  beantifiil 
decorations  of  iiature,  demand  universal  attention  from  all,  and  attract  with 
that  pleasure  and  admiration  which  our  townspeople  justly  appreciate. 

Mr.  Liberty  Allen,  a  descendant  of  Moses  Allen,  commenced  in  1830j  and 
still  continues,  the  tanning  business  on  the  same  site  where  his  grandfather, 
Abner  Allen,  parried  on  the  mauufacturc  of  pumps  for  over  fifty  years. 

The  post-office  was  established  in  Fiskdale  in  1842. 

H.  Haynes  &  Son,  manufacturers  of  carriages,  sleighs  and  harnesses  at  the 
CentVe,  have  quite  a  reputation  in  that  line  of  bu:)iness,  which  was  commenced 
by  Sir.  H.  Haynes  in  1834. 

The  manufacture  of  augers  and  bits  was  commenced  in  the  year  1842  in 
Wight  Village  by  Messrs.  Snell.  In  1847  Messrs.  Town,  Chaffee  &  Co.. 
built  a  large  brick  shop  for  the  manufacturing  of  tho  same  by  steam-power, 
which  was  piirchased  by  Messrs.  Snell  &  Bros.  In  1852  their  old  mill. and 
contents  were  destroyed  by  fire,  a  new  building  was  erected  the  same  year, 
two  stories,  100  by  32  feet,  on  the  site  of  the  old  mill.  In  1853  two  stone 
mills  were  built,  100  by  45  feet  aud  4G  by  36  feet.  Other  buildings  for  dwell- 
ings were  erected  and  new  streets  laid  out,  at  an  expenditure  of  $30,000.  In 
1854  there  were  some  seventy-five  hands  employed  in  the  works. 

In  the  year  1857  Mr.  Otis  Snell,  financial  manager  of  the  firm,  died.  This 
year  was  very  disastrous  to  the  hardware  trade  generally,  and  many  firms  were 
swept  away  by  reason  of  the.  depression  in  trade ;  but  this  firm  weathered  tho 
storm  until  1860,  when  a  failure  took  place  and  the  business  passed  into  the 
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hands  of  Mr.  John  W.  Draper,  who  carried  on  the  works  until  18G3,  when 
Messrs.  Clark  &  Wilson,  an  old  hardware  firm  in  New  York,  and  E.  L..  Bates 
of  Fiskdale,  purchased  the  entire  business,  and  formed  a  partnership  under  the 
name  of  the  Snell  Mahufacturing  Company,  E.  L.  Bates  treasurer  and  resident 
agent,  which  has  continued  until  the  present  time,  Dca.  Thomas  SnoII  and  8o^8, 
Lueius  and  Augustine,  being  retained  as  manufacturers  in  the  business.  Dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  war,  many  goods  were  furnished  to  the  various  depart- 
ments of  government  by  this  manufactory,  and  it  maintained  a  prosperous 
existence  until  the  panic  of  1873,  when,  for  the  next  few  years,  trade  in 
mechanics'  tools  were  diminished  very  much,  although  the  Sucll  Manufactjiiring 
Company  had  obtained  the  reputation  of  making  goods  superior  to  any  in  the 
market,  and  liave  always  kept  their  works  in  operation.  Its  sales  in  some 
years  have  exceeded  $100,000,  and  customers  extend  to  many  countries  iu 
Europe,  Australia,  Brazil  and  Cuba,  in  addition  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States.  In  1877  Mr.  J.  C.  Wilson  died,  and  April,  1879,  Mr.  Clark  sold  his., 
interest  to  two  young  men,  Messrs.  Tennis  &  Wilson  of  New  York,  who  con- 
tinue with  Mr.  E.  L.  Bates,  who  makes  all  purchases  and  attends  to  the  s;iles 
and  financial  part  of  the  business,  and,  in  October,  1879,  are  employing  sixty- 
five  men  in  the  works. 

N.  D.  Ladd  &  Sons,  manufacturers  of  cutters  and  dies,  have  earned  a  good 
reputation  and  do  quite  an  extensive  business,  to  the  amount  of  $10,000  to 
$14,000  yearly.  On  the  site  of  the  present  shop,  Mr.  D.  K.  Porter  built,  in 
1840,  a  shop  for  a  pistol  manufactor}',  for  Messrs.  Gihbs  &  Bros.  In  1844 
Messrs.  Snell  &  ChafiTee  purchased  the  property  and  commenced  the  first  maii- 
ufactory  of  bits  and  augers  in  this  towni  In  184G  Sumner  Packard  purchased 
the  property  and  manufactured  awls  and  general  shoe-kit  tools.  In  April,  1849, 
the  shop  was  burnt,  and  rebuilt  by  Mr.  Packard ;  and,  in  1855^  Mr.  Charles  • 
Varney  bought  out  Mr.  Packard  and  carried  on  the  same  business  until  18p7, 
when  he  put  in  connection  with  his  trade  the  manufacture  of  cutters  and  dies^ 
In  1862,  Mr.  Varney  sold  a  tiaU  interest  to  F.  W.  Slayton  ;  and,  in  1863,  F. 
W.  &  H.  SIa)rton  succeeded  to  the  whole.  In  1864  Mr.  N.  D.  Ladd  pur- 
chased a  third  interest,  and,  in  1865,  Messrs.  Ladd  &  Wight  bought  tbo  wJiQle 
property.  In  1867  Mr.  Wight  retired,  and  Mr.  Ladd  has  carried  on  the  busi- 
ness since  under  the  name  of  N.  D.  Ladd  &  Sonsr  In  June,  1878,  the  fihop 
was  burnt,  but  was  rebuilt  the  same  year. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

isciest  fubchasb  —  grant  bt  general  court — incorporation — altera- 
tions op  terrltort— phtsical  aspects  —  lakes  and  streams — geoloot 

^—  first   proprietorships  —  indian  ^  relations  —  early    settlement 

Provincial  wars  —  the  town  in  the  revoll'tion  —  insurrection  — 
constitution  adopted  —  later  wars  —  the  southern  rebellion  —  in- 
teresting nistort  of  small-arms. 

The  township  of  Sutton  was  purchased  by  certain  persons  residing  in  Bos- 
ton, of  John  Wampus,  alias  White,  and  company,  Indiana,  and  is  designated 
as  ^a  tract  of  waste  land,  situated  in  the  Nipniug  country,  eight  miles  squdro,^ 
lying  between  the  towns  of  Mcndon,  Worcester,  New  Oxford,  Sherburne,  and 
Marltiorough,  embracing  within  its  limits  an  Indian  reservation  four  miles 
squar^,  called  Ilossanimisco,  and  possessed  by  the  Indians." 

The  old  Indian  deed  is  lost,  but  the  sale  was  confirmed  by  grant  made  by  tbo 
Genoriil  Court  of  the  Province  of  Massach^usctts  Bay,  May  15,  1704.     In  thb 
grant  the  boundaries  as  above  mentioned  are  given,  and  it  is  added,  ^the  same 
to  be  called  Sutton,  and  to  have,  use,  exercise,  and  enjoy  the  same  powers,  - 
immunities,  and  privileges  by  law  granted  to  towns." 

No  other  act  of  incorporation  seems  to  liave  been  given  or  sought. 

The  territory  which  the  town  originally  covered  Avas  so  largo  that  the  inhab- 
itants living  near  the  outside  limits  found  it  very  inconvenient  to  go  to  tho 
centre  to  attend  town  meetings  and  transact  their  town  business,  and  numbers 
of  them  had  from  time  to  time  petitioned  to  be  set  off  to  adjoining  towns  or 
allowed  to  unite  with  others  in  forming  a  new  township. 

Grafton,  embracing  the  Indian  reservation  of  Ilassanimisco,  and  a  narrow 
strip  of  territory  in  addition,  was  incorporated  as  a  town  in  1735;  several 
families,  with  their  lands,  at  the  north-east  part  of  the  town,  had  been  set  off  to 
Uxbridge;  from  which,  and  some  portions  of  the  adjoining  towns,  Upton  was 
formed.    At  tho  north-west  part  of  the  town  quite  a  large  number  of  families 
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had  united  with  others  in  Worcester  and  Oxford,  and  formed  the  town  of  Ward, 
now  Auburn ;  and  on  several  occasions  a  few  families  in  the  south  part  hod 
been  set  off  to  Northbridge,  and  a  new  precinct  or  parish,  three  miles  in  width, 
had  been  formed  in  the  north  part  of  the  town.  This  precinct  was,  by  act  of 
the  Legislature,  incoi-porated  as  the  town  of  Millbury,  June  11,  1813.  Since 
this  date  several  attempts  have  been  made  to  effect  a  further  dismemberment 
of  the  town,  all  of  which  have  been  opposed  by  a  majority  of  the  people  and 
have  failed. 

In  its  phys^ical  aspect,  the  town  presents  many  attractive  features.  Its  sur- 
face is  uneven  and  hilly,  and,  though  none  of  its  hills  rise  to  great  height, 
many  of  them  arc  of  sufficient  elevation  to  reveal  from  their  summits  scenes  of 
quiet  beauty  uusui^passed  in  any  other  portion  of  New  England. 

There  are  several  natural  ponds  within  its  limits,  the  principal  of  which  are 
Ramshorn,  in  the  north-western  part;  Manchaug,  in  the  south-western;  and 
Groobed  Pond  (Singletary  Lake),  near  the  centre.  From  these  ponds,  now 
streams  which  furnish  valuable  water-privileges.  The  Blackstone  River  — 
called  Xyy  the  Indians  Kittatuck  —  has  its  rise  in  Bamshorn  Pond,*  and  floors 
throu5:h  the  town  from  north-west  to  south-east. 

lu  its  geological  features,  the  town  presents  nothing  of  a  peculiar  natui:e. 
The  rocky  formation  is  chiefly  granite,  quattz,  and  gneiss.  Gneiss  predomi* 
nates,  and  the  quarries  which  have  been  opened  furnish  most  excellent  stone 
for  building  purposes.  .  • 

Near  the  centre  is  an  immense  chasm,  called  Purgatory,  aboui  one  hun- 
dred  rods   in    length   and  from  thirty  to  forty  feiet  in  width,,  with  walls. of 
solid  rock  nearly  perpendicular  and  in  some  places  about  sixty  feet  in  height. . 
It  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  natural  curiosities  in  the  State  and  attracts 
many  visitors. 

The  proprietors  of  the  town  named  in  the  grant  of  thei  General  Coort 
wore,  "John  Conner,  pewterer;  James  Smith,  shop-keeper;  William  Mum- 
ford,  stone-cutter;  and  Joshua  Hewes,  inn-keeper,  and  others  their  partners ; 
Paul  Dudley,  Esq.,  of  Boston ;  John  Jackson,  of  Boston,  housewrigbt;  ^laiy 
Conner  and  Elizabeth  Pittom,  daughters  and  co-heirs  of  John  Pittom,,plumberf 
deceased ;  Edward  Pratt,  of  Newtown,  within  the  county  of  Middlesex,  phyai- 
cian  ;  and  Elizabeth  Wilson,  of  Hartford,  in  the  county  of  Connecticut,  widow,* 

The  condition  of  the  grant  was  that  the  above-named  proprietors  ^  intrench 
upon  no  former  grant  of  the  General  Court,  and  that  they  be  obliged  to 
settle  a  town  of  thirty  families,  and  a  minister,  upon  said  lands  within  seven 
j'oars  after  the  close  of  the  present  war  with  the  Indians,!  and  that  thejr 
reserve  three  hundred  acres  of  the  said  lands  for  the  first  settled  minister, 
and  four  hundred  for  the  ministry,  and  two  hundred  acres  for  the  use  of  a 
school,  all  to  be  conveniently  located." 

*  80  called  from  the  crooked  coime  of  the  river  for  severs]  nQes. 
t  Queen  Anne's  war,  wluch  began  in  1702  and  doeed  in  1713. 
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The  first  mcetiDg  of  the  proprietors  of  which  there  is  aoy  record  was  held 
in  Boston  Nov.  17,  1714.  It  seems  that  at  this  meetiDg,  or  about  this  time, 
they  divided  the  township,  which  was  supposed  to  contain  at  least  thirty 
thousand  acres,  after  deducting  the  Indian  reservation  of  Ilassanimisco,  into 
jsixty  rights  of  five  hundred  acres  each.  Every  purchaser  of  one  of  these 
rights  became  a  proprietor.  Actual  surveys  were  made  from  time  to  time 
of  sixty  lots, — first  of  thirty  acres  each,  then  of  one  hundred  acres,  &c.,— 
each  five  hundred-acre  risrht  l>eiii<r  entitled  to  one  of  these  lots. 

During  the  year  1716  three  families  were  found  of  sufficient  nerve  and 
cnteri^riso  to  pioneer  the  settlement  of  the  town.  These  families  were  those 
of  Benjamin  Marsh,  Elisha  Johnson,  and  Nathaniel  Johnson.  They  built 
their  cabins  near  the  centre  of  the  town  and  spent  there  the  winter  of  1716->17. 
It  was  the  winter  made  memorable  by  the  deep  snow  which  fell  the  last  days 
of  Feliruary  and  wholly  covered  the  cabins.  Elisha  Johnson  had  left  his 
family  the  moniing  of  the  day  the  snow  commenced  falling,  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  some  supplies  in  Marlborongh.  He  was  seen  on  his  way  by  a 
friendly  Indian,  who,  when  the  storm  had  subsided,  started,  on  snow-shoes, 
for  the  little  settlement  and  found  the  cabin  of  Mr.  Johnson  by  the  hole 
which  the  smoke  of  the  fire-place  had  made  through  the  snow.  Mrs.  John- 
son said  *'  no  human  voice  ever  sounded  half  so  sweet  to  her  as  did  the  voice 
of  that  Indian  calling  through  that  hole.''  To  facilitate  the  settlement  of  the 
town  the  proprietors  set  apart  four  thousand  acres  near  the  centre,  which 
they  offered  as  a  gift  to  the  thirty  families  who  would  **  settle  first,**  and 
upon  this  tract  had  thirty  *Vhome  lots,"  of  forty  acres  each,  laid  out.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  year  1717  and  the  first  part  of  1718,  thirty  families 
were  found  to  whom  the  offer  of  a  farm  for  the  taking  was  sufficient  induce-^ 
mqnt  to  move  intp  the  wilderness.  These  thirty  families  werc  styled  **  pro- 
prietors of  the  four  thousand  acres,"  and  divided  among  themselves  the  land 
remaining  after  the  home  lots  were  laid  out. 

Among  those  families  wo  find  the  names  of  William  and  Jcmathan  King, 
and  Benjamin  Marsh  (one  of  the  three  pioneers),  John  and  William  Stock- 
well,  Frecgrace  Marble,  and  John,  Joseph,  and  Jonathan  Sibley,  whose  descend'* 
nnts  in  town  are  still  numerous. 

As  Sutton  Avas  an  inland  town  and  the  Indians  upon  the  Ilassanimisco 
reservation  were  friendly,  the  early  settlers  were  exempt  from  Indian  dicpre- 
dations  and  suffered  only  the  iucouvenieuc^s  incident  to  the  first  settlement 
of  a  new  region  of  country. 

The  first  town  meeting  was  held  Dec.  3,  1718,  at  the  house  of  John 
Stockw^ll,  at  which  the  township  was  properly  officered,  and,  under  favor- 
able auspices,  started  on  its  course. 

The  population  increased  rapidly,  and  was  composed  of  those  who  were  over 
ready  to  bear  their  full  proportion  of  public  burdens. 

Upon  the  declaration  of  King  George's  war  at  Boston,  June  2,  1744,  Sutton 
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shared  io  the  excitement  which  pervaded  the  G>1onie8,  and  furnished  her  full 
proportion  ,of  men  and  means. ;  April  4,  1745,  it  is  re(;orded :  ^This  day  is  a 
fast-day  to  implore  of  God  His  mercy  and  smiles  on  our  expedition  to  Cape 
Breton"  (against  Louisburg,  the  stronghold  of  the  French  on  that  island). 
July  18  a  public  thanksgiving  was  held  on  the  ^occasion  of  y*  taking  of  Cape 
Breton.** 

Sept.  24,  174G,  there  was  an  alarm  that  the  French  were  invading  BoJBtoo, 
and  the  men  turned  out  almost  en  masses  and  hastened  to  its  defence,  the 
mini:rter  sharing  in  the  enthusiasm  and  going  with  them. 

At  the  announcement  of  the  peace  of  Aix-Ia^-Chapelle  in  1748,  there  was 
great  rejoicing. 

For  the  French  and  Indian  war  which  soon  followed,  commencing  early  ifk 
1754,  Sutton  sent  into  the  field,  for  longer  or  shorter  terms  of  service,  morb 
than  three  hundred  men.  The  peace  of  1763,  brought  about  by  the  treaty  of 
Paris,  was  soon  followed  by  the  agitations  throughout  all  the  Colonies  caused 
by  the  well-known  measures  of  the  mother  country  in  her  treatment  of  her 
American  subjects. 

In  the  fall  of  17 66,  the  representative  of  the  town  to  the  General  Court  wai 
instructed  to  look  into  the  matter  of  making  restitution  to  the  Lteutenant*<> 
Governor  and  others  for  the  damages  they  had  sustained  in  the  *Mate  riot  and 
disturbances  in  the  toAvn  of  Boston.** 

In  Dec,  1767,  the  town  7^oted  to  come  into-  the  measures  that  had  been 
adopted  in  Boston  respecting  industry,  economy  and  manufactures,**  and  a 
comn^ittce  was  appointed  to  examine  carefully  into  the  existing  state  of 
things,  and  i-eport  at  the  next  March  meeting.  This  committee  reported 
follows:  — 


^^  Whereas:^  The  happiness  and  well  being  of  cM\  communities  depend  upon  industry, 
econom}'  and  good  morals ;  and  Ibis  town,  taking  into  serious  consideration  the  great 
decay  of  the  trade  of  the  Province,  the  scarcity  of  mone}',  the  heavy  debts  contracted 
in  the  late  war,  whicii  still  remain  on  tlie  people,  and  the  great  dilBcaltles  to  which  they 
are  by  these  means  nnluccd, — 

*'^  liesdced^  That  this  town  ^ill  use  their  utmost  endeavors,  and  enforce  their 
endeavors  by  example^  in  suppressing  extravagance,  idleness  and  vice,  and  promoting 
industr}',  econom}*  and  good  morals.  And  in  order  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  expor* 
tation  of  money,  of  which  the  Province  has  of  late  been  so  much  drained,  it  is  further— 

^^Itesolved^  That  this  town  will  by  all  prudent  means  endeavor  to  discontinue  the  use 
of  foreign  superfluities,  and  to  encourage  manufactures." 


As  the  measures  of  England  became  more  and  more  oppressive,  and  the 
responses  to  petitions  for  a  redress  of  grievances  more  and  more  arrogant,  the 
militia  were  placed  under  drill,  a  stock  of  ammunition  was  secured,  and  a  baud 
of  minute-men,  well  mounted  and  armed,  formed  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Jonathan  Ilolman. 

When  the  news  of  the  battle  of  Iiexington  reached  the  town  on  the  evening 
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of  April  19,  1775,  this  band  sprang  to  their  saddles,  and,  riding  all  night, 
reached  the  scene  of  conflict  early  on  the  morning  of  the  20th. 

Within  about  thirty  days  from  that  date,  a  full  regiment,  raised  in  Sotfam 
and  adjoining  towns,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Ebenezer  Learned  of  Oxford, 
reported  for  duty  at  Roxbury.  This  regiment  enlisted  for  eig^t  months,  and, 
their  time  having  expired,  the  men  were  regularly  discharged. 

Another  regiment  was  immediately  formed  of  men  from  ^  Sutton,  Oxford, 
Giiirlton  aud  Dudley,  iucludiug  adjacent  lands,'*  and  placed  under  the  coai- 
mand  of  Col.  Jonathan  Uolmao  of  Sutton.  His  regiment,  composed  largely  of 
m«*u  from  Sutton,  and  uudcr  the  command  of  a  Si|tton  ofBcer,  was  known  a^ 
*'The  Sutton  Ilegimcjit,'*  and  was  allotted  to  that  portion  of  the  army  under  the 
immediate  command  of  Gen.  Washington.  It  was  called  to  arduous  scncice, 
and  never  found  wanting. 

Of  the  forty-three  towns  comprising  the  county  of  Worcester  during,  the 
Revolutionary  war,  Sutton  was  the  third  in  population  and  wealth,  Brootfield 
and  Lancaster  ouly  surpassing  it  in  these  respects ;  and  it  was  excelled  by  none 
in  the  loyalty  of  its  inhabitants,  aud  the  promptqc^s  with  which  every  requi- 
sition of  the  Continental  Congress  for  men  and  supplies  was  met. 
^  Itefore  the  independence  of  the  Colonics  was  declared,  the  town  r—  . 

*^  Votedi  That,  if  the  Honorable  Congress  should,  for  the  safety  of  these  Colonies, 
declare  them  independent  of  the  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  * 
will  solemnly  engage  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  support  them  in  the  measore.** 

A  committee  of  **  Correspondence,  Inspection  and  Safety  "  was  chosen  each 
year  during  the  war,  and  for  several  years  after  its  close.  ^  This  committee  was 
vigilant  and  efficient  in  action,  at  one  time  stopping  quite  a  number  of  loads  of . 
rum,  sugar  and  salt  which  were  being  *' transported  out  of  the  State '/  in  viola- 
tion of  the. law  prohibiting  such  transportation.  They  also  dealt  rigidly  w:Uh 
any  who  appeared  to  be  **  inimical' to  the  cause  of  America,^  or  *' spoke  any 
thing  against  the  Regulating  Acts." 

In  1777  Sutton  united  with  several  of  the  adjoining  towns  in  sending,  a 
petition  to  the  General  Court  for  the  modification  or  repeal  of  '^An  Act  for 
drawing  in  the  Bills  of  Credit,  &c.,'*  which  petition  characterized  the  said  act 
as  '*big  with  injustice,  oppression  and  cruelty.'* 

Upon  the  occasion  of  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  and  his  i^rmy,  a  mass 
meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held,  at  which,  it  was  said,  "  every  demonstration  of 
joy  in  their  power  was  shown."     Among  the  toasts  drank  were  the  following :  — 

**  May  all  malicious  pimps  of  British  George,  and  lovers  of  tyranhj',  be  swept  off 
with  the  besom  of  the  thbtcen  United  States  of  America ! " 

*^  May  that  traitor  Arnold,  and  all  his  accomplices,  be  suspended  between  heaVen  and 
earth,  as  unworthy  of  either !  " 

"May  those  heroes 'who  have  nobly  bled  in  defence  of  their  Country  be  heard  of  in 
nations  unknown,  and  ever  be  remembered  in  ages  to  come ! " 
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TTio  people  of  Sutton,  as  well  as  those  of  other  towns,  were  greatly  impov- 
erished  by  the  war.  They  had  contributed  a  large  amount  of' money  to  pay 
the  soldiers  they  had  furnished,  and  to  meet  the  requisitions  of 'the  govern- 
ment. In  many  instances,  they  had  mortgaged  their  property  to  pay  taxes. 
Having  no  means  to  meet  their  obligations,  Continental  money  being  worth- 
less, it  was  natural  that  they  should  cast  about  for  some  means  of  reliejf. 
They  secured  the  calling  of  a  County  Convention  to  discuss  the  situation,  and, 
if  possible,  devise  some  means  to  alleviate  the  general  distress,  and  save  their 
property,  which  was  being  attached  for  debts.  This  convention,  the  president 
of  which  was  Dea.  Willis  Hall  of  Sutton,  had  several  meetings,  and  its  pro- 
ceedings were  made  the  subject  of  severe  strictures  by  a  writer  in  the  **  Massa- 
chusetts Sp3%''  and  an  exhibition  of  much  bitterness  of  feeling  against  Sutton, 
in  view  of  the  prominent  part  its  citizens  had  taken  in  its  assembling  and' 
delil)eniti6ns. 

A  failure  to  secure  relief  from  grievances,  led,  near  the  close  of  the  year 
1786,  to  Shays'  Rebellion.  But  with  this  insurrection,  with  few  exceptiops, 
the  people  of  Sutton  had  no  sympathy.  They  had  been  most  earnest  in  seek-f 
ing  a  removal  of  the  causes  out  of  which  it  sprang,  and  now,  in  opposing  the 
violent  and  revolutionary  measures  of  the  insurgents,  they  manifested  equal 
earnestness,  responding  in  large  numbers  to  the  call  of  Col.  Ilolman,  who 
raised  a  body  of  men,  and  marched  to  Petersham  to  i^id  in  bringipg  them  to 
terms. 

The  few  who  had  disfranchised  themselves  by  aiding  the  rebellion  are 
recorded  as  having  delivered  up  their  arms,  and  ''subscribed  the  pat^  of 
allegiance  as  prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  in  compliance  witli  a  Court  Act, 
dated  Feb.  16,  1787,  for  indemnifying  certain  persons  wh6  are,  or  may  b^ 
guilty  of  treason.'* 

Great  interest  was  taken  in  the  Convention  called  to  amend  the  Articles  of 
Confederation,  and  especially  when  it  was  found  that  the  idea  of  amending  had 
been  abandoned  and  a  new  Constitution  was  being  framed.  The  dcjegaties 
chosen  to  represent  the  town  in  the  Slate  Convention  called  to  take  idto 
consideration  the  ncAv  Constitution  and  ratify  it  if  approved,  had  definito 
instructions  given  them  by  a  committee  of  the  most  able  men  in  town.  The 
rejoicings  when  this  Constitution  went  into  effect  were  very  general. 

In  the  war  of  1812  no  especial  interest  was  taken,  and  but  few  men  entered 
the  service.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  war  with  Mexico  during  the  admiii-  . 
istnrtion  of  President  Polk.  But  when  Fort  Sumter  was  fired  upon,  in  1861, 
the  spirit  of  '76  was  again  aroused.  At  a  town  meeting  held  April  80,  1861, 
a  series  of  resolutions  having  the  true  patriotic  ring  inras  passed,  one  of  wbidi 
is  the  following :  — 

*''' Resolved^  That  in  this  roost  annatural  contest  waged  against  oar  country  by  a  \»fA 
of  traitors  in  our  Southern  States,  we,  the  inhabitants  of  Sutton,  believing  that  tte 
whole  strcnglh  of  the  country  should  t>e  exerted  fn  an  efficient  manner  to  pat  down 
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rebellion,  c&U  iipoo  the  Government  of  tbe  United  States  to  make  no  terms  or  compro- 
mises  with  traitors,  bat  to  cany  on  tbe  war  in  sach  a  manner  and  with  socb  force  aa 
win  strengthen  the  Union  sentiment,  which  we  believe  still  exists  in  portions  of  tbe 
rebellions  States,  and  overwhelm  those  who,  regardless  of  all  obligations,  seek  a  division 
of  our  beloved  countr}'.** 

Good  urms  were  tbe  great  need,  and  there  was,  for  some  reason,  a  prejudice 
against  tbe  most  efficient  arm  of  tbe  day,  tbe  breech-loader. . 

la  tbe  first  session  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  for  1863,  tbe  military 
committee  (unanimously  on  tbe  part  of  the  House)  reported  a  bill  fpr  the 
purchase  of  small-arms  and  orduance,  and  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  were 
appropriated  for  tbe  purpose.  This  bill  restricted  tbe  purchase  to  tbe  Spring 
fiol4-(nuskct  pattern.  Tbe  representative  from  tbe  tweuty-fiflh  district  was 
from  Sut^n  —  a  native  of  tbe  towu.  Ho  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
^'SpringficId-muskct  pattern,^  and  inserting  ^uf  ^ucb  pattern  as  tbe  Governor  and 
Council  sball  deem  best  adapted  to  tbe  service.''  The  amendment  was  lost  itnd 
the  bill  weut  to  tbe  Senate.  Tbe  member  from  Sutton  called  tbe  attention  of 
some  of  tbe  most  influential  of  the  senators  to  the  importance  of  tbe  amend- 
ment, and  it  was  introduced  and  adopted.  The  bill  was  returned  to  tbe  House 
for  concurrence,  and  a  special  assignment  made  for  its  consideration.  When  it 
was  called,  tbe  member  from  Sutton  iboVcd  to  concur  in  tbe  Senate's  amend- 
ment, and  to  show  tbe  superiority  of  the  breech-loading  rifle  over  tbe  muzzle- 
loading  drm,  contrasted  It,  gun  in  band — (an  expert  baving  in  band  tbe  Spring-  ' 
field  musket,  and  going  through  the  motions  of  loading  and  firing  as  rapidly  as 
possible,  be  doing  the  same)  —  with  the  arm  recommended  by  government. 
Extracts  from  letters  written  by  distinguished  generals  in  tbe  army,  who  had 
bi^l  proof  on  tbe  battlc-field  of  tbe  efficiency  of  the  breech-loader  in  the  bands 
of  the  rel)cls,  were  also  read,  and  so  convincing  was  the  argument  that  tbe 
House,  by  a  large  majority,,  reversed  its  former  vote,. and  concurred  in  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate. 

A  commission  was  appointed  to  examine,  test  and  select  the  best  breech-.  , 
loading  rifle.     This  commission  recommended  the  adoption  of  the   Spencer 
repeating  rifle,  and  a  contract  was  made  for  a  largo  supply  for  tbo  State. ; 

The  Secretary  of  War,  learning  that  Massachusetts  bad  adopted  the  Spencer 
repeating  rifle,  and  then  bad  a  supply  of  several  tbpusands  ready  for  her  troops, 
as  they  might  be  called  for,  requested  the  Governor  to  turn  ^hem  over  to  the 
United  States  Government,  that  they  might  be  immediately  placed  in  the 
hands  of  men  in  the  field. 

Gov.  Andrew  at  once  complied  with  the  request,  and  tbe  government 
forthwith  ordered  the  construction  of  a  large  number  on  its  own  account. 

It  is  an  interesting  historical  fact  that  Massachusetts  enjoys  the  honor  of  first 
placing  in  the  hands  of  infantry,  by  authonty  of  government^  a  weapon  that  is  more 
destmctive  than  any  heretofore  in  use,  and  as  such  will  do  much  to  shorten  wars. 
And  with  just  pride  do  we  record  the  fact  thatthe  member  from  SuttQU  initkited 
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tbo  change  by  bis  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  purchase  of  arms, 'and  when 
bis  amendmc^nt  \^ns  lost,  used  such  influcnco  wi(b  tbo  senators  as  to  secure  its 
adoption  by  tbo  Senate,  and  wbeu  tbe  bill  was  returned  to  tbe  House  for  con- 
currence, single-banded  and  ulone  confronted  tbe  military  committee,  who 
continued  to  advocate  tbe  muzzle-loader,  and  by  bis  convincing  arguments, 
enforced  by  practical  illustration,  brought  tbe  majority  most  entbusiostically  to 
tbe  support  of  bis  measure.  ^  - 

'Tbo  town  furnisbed  two  bundred  and  twenty-tbree  men  for  tbe  war,  wbicb 
was  eigbt  in  excess  of  its  qubta.  Two  were  commissioned  officers.  The 
whole  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  expended  on  account  of  tbe  war^ 
exclusive  of  State  aid,  was  $25,180.14. 

The  amount  of  money  paid  by  tbe  town  for  State  aid  to  soldiers'  familMs' 
during  the  war,  and  afterward  repaid  by  the  State,  was  as  follows :  In  1861; 
$501.91;  1862,  $2,410,71;  1863,$3,212.70;  18G4,$1,725.76;  18G5,$1,901.26'; 
total  amount,  $9,725.84.    A  special  tax  was  levied  to  pay  tbe  war-debt,  and  ' 
it  was  extinguished. 
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EC^ESIASnCAL  MATTERS  —  FIRST  CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  —  SECOND  CON- 
GREGATIONAL —  FIRST  BAPTIST  —  SECOND  BAPTIST  —  THIRD  BAPTIST  —  ST. 
^OIIN*S  EPISCOPAL  —  FREEAVILL  BAPTIST  — r  UNI VERSALIST  —  MAKCHAUO  BAP-^ 
TIST  —  PRESBYTERIAN  —  METHODIST  —  EDUCATIONAL  HISTORY  r-  LIBRART.     . 

The  religious  bistoi-y  of  tbe  town  begins  with  its  civil  history.  At  the  first 
town  meeting  a  committee  was  chosen  to  join  with  a  committee  of  the  pro-, 
prietora  '^for  building  and  furnishing  a  meeting-bouse."  At  tbe  meeting  held 
in  March,  1719,  it  was  '*  voted  to  have  a  minister  this  summer."  A  meeting* 
house  was  built  dilring  the  year,  and  the  annual  town  meeting  in  March,  1720, 
was  held  in  it.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  held  March  21,  1720,  the  town 
voted  for  a  minister,  and  "*  made  choice  of  Mr.  John  McKinstry  to  settle  among 
them  at  a  salary  of  sixty  pounds  a  year."  A  church  of  twenty  members,  all 
males,  was  formed  in  tbe  fall  of  1720,  and  November  99Mr.  McKinstry  was 
ordained  pastor,  tbe  town  making  the  arrangements  for  his  ordination. 

Mr.  McKinstry  was  a  Scotchman,  of  Presbyterian  proclivities,  and  conte* 
quently  not  altogether  acceptable  to  stanch  Congregationalists.  He  was  dis- 
missed at  a  town  meeting  held  Sept.  2,  1728.  The  record  is  as  follows:  ^'Pat 
to  vote  to  see  wbetber  the  town  would  dismiss  Mr.  John  McKinstry  from 
preaching  here  in  Sutton,  and  it  passed  in  ye  affirmative  and  there  was  not  any 
votes  in  j'e  negative." 

Mr.  McKinstry  was  succeeded  by  Bev.  David  Hall,  D.D.,  who  was  ordained 
Oct.  15,  1729,  and  died  May  8,  1789. 


MO  TOWN  OF  SUTTON. 


Tbe  SQcceediog  pastors  of  the  church  have  been :  the  Revs.  Edmund  Mill8« 
ordained  June  22,  1790,  died  Nov.  7,  1825 ;  John  Moltbjr,  ordained  June  28, 
1826,  dismissed  Julj  14,  1834 ;  Hiram  A.  Tracy,  ordained  Jan.  1,  1885, 
dismissed  -Dec.  11,  1850;  George  Lyman,  ordained'  Nov.  12,  1851,  dismiissed 
Nov.  12,  1867 ;  F.  E.  Fellows,  installed  Oct.  26,  1869,  dismissed  Jan.  3, 
1871 ;  H.  A.  Tracy,  acting  pastor  from  January,  1871,  to  October,  1875 : 
IfTilliam  A.  Benedict,  installed  Feb.  16,  1876. 

The  salary  of  tbe  mini-ster  and  other  church  expenses  were  for  some  years 
provided  for  by  a  tax  upon  prop<^rty,  in  accordance  with  the  universal  custom 
of  the  day.    The  last  of  such  taxes  was  collected  in  1793. 

An  act  incorporating  the  "First  Congregational  Society^  passed  the  Ilonae 
of  iEteprcsentativcs  June  27,  1794,  and  the  society  organized  in  accordance  with 
its, provisions  Aug.  18,  1794. 

The  first  meeting-house  was  erected  in  1719,  the  second  in  1751.  This  was 
burned  Nov.  8,  1828,  and  the  present  house  built  in  1829. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  north  part  of  Stittou  were  incorporated  a  parish  Oct« 

*  •  

28,  1743.  The  first  meeting- was  held  Dec.  26,  1743.  Tbe  church  was  organ-^ 
ized  under  tbe  name  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church,  Sept.  10,  1747, 
and  consisted  of  forty  persons*  all  males,  twenty-eight  of  the  members  bavin 
been  dismissed  from  the  Fir«t  ConirreOTtional  Church. 


€t 


In  November  following,  thirty  females,  all  dismissed  from  the  First  Churcb» 
were  received  into  fellowship. 

The  pastor^  of  the  church  h»ivc  been  :  Revs.  James  Wellman,  ordained  Oct. 
7,  1747,  dismissed  July  22,  17C0;  Ebenczer  Chaplin,  ordained  Nov.  14,  17C4, 
dismissed  Dec.  20,  1791 ;  Joseph  Goffe,  ordained  Sept.  10,  1794. 

In  the  year  1313  the  north  parish  was  incorporated  as  the  town  of  Millbury, 
from  which  time  its  history  belongs  with  that  town. 

The  First  Baptiet  Church  was  organized  Sept.  IG,  1735,  and  was  the  fourth 
oldest  church  of  the  denomination  in  Massachusetts.  • 

In  1737  Benjamin  AIar.<h  and  Thomas  Green  were  ordained  its  joint  pastors. 
The  same  year  a  branch  went  off  from  this. church  and  orgtmized  a  Baptist  church- 
in  Leicester,  of  which  Elder  Green  became  pastor.     Elder  Marsh  died  in  1773. 
During  the  Revolutionary  war  the  church  became  much  reduced  iu  membership, 
anc|,  **rent  with  dissension,"  was  dropped  from  tho  Warren  xVssociation. 

In  1785  are-organization  was  effected,  and  Ebenczer  Lamson  was  chosen  - 
pastor.  In  1794  Mr.  Lamson  announced  his  belief  in  open  communion  and 
universal  salvation.  He  was  at  once  dismissed,  e?ccomnmnicated,  and  his 
ordination  declared  a  nullity.  Tho  other  pastors  have' been:  Elders  William 
Batcbeller;  Samuel  Waters,  ordained  1799,  dismissed  1825;  Moses  Harring- 
ton, ordained  1825,  dismissed  1828;  John  Walker,  installed  1831,  dismissed 
1836;  Charles  H.  Peabody,  1837;  Otis  Converse,  1840;  Snmuel  Richards, 
1842  J  George  Daland^  1843;  Job  B.  Boomer,  installed  1846;  G.  W.  Ben- 
ton, 1849;  J.  Thayer,  1850;  L.  O.  Lovel,  1852,  dismissed  185C;  O.  Crane, 


CHURCHES  AND  PASTORS.  381 


•Mate 


1859 ;  J.  D.  Donovan,  1860 ;  David  Avery,  1862 ;  C.  L.  Baker,  1863,  died 
1864;  J.  Parbcr,  1864;  G.  Stone,  1865;  N.  Medbcry,  1867;  A.  E.  Battelfe, 
1869;  J.  H.  Tilton,  1871;  E.  J.  Stevens,  1872;  O.  F.  Myres,  1873;  E.  J, 
Stevens,  187&;  J.  P.  Chapin,  1878. 

Tbe  iirst  meeting-house  was  built  about  1750,  near  the  centre  of  the  town. 

A  second  bouse  was  built  in ,  on  Freoland  Hill,  about  half  a  mile  west  of 

the  first.     The  present  house  at  West  Sutton  was  dedicated  in  1830. 

The  Second  Baptist  Church  was  organized  in  South  Sutton,  Oct.  9,  1792, 
with  a  membership  of  thiily-six  persons.  The  pastors  of  the  church  have 
been:  Elders  William  Batcheller,  1798;  Nathan  Leonard,  ordained  Nov.  15, 
18()95  William  Bachellcr,  1810]  Job  B.  Boomer,  ordained  1819;  Ausjin 
Bobbins,  1841 ;  N.  Underwood,  1842 ;  Nelson  B  Jones,  1845  ;  Joseph  Thaj'er, 
ordained  1847;  J.  B,  Boomer,  1849;  R.  G.  Lamb,  1852;  Charles  A.  Snow, 
1853  ;  Abial  Fisher,  D.  D.,  1855  ;  Justus  Aldrlch,  1858 ;  J.  B.  Boomer,  1859 ; 
Joseph  P.  Burbank,  1862;  N.  J.  Pinkham,  1869;  J.  P.  Burbank,  1870; 
Philip  Berry,  1873  ;  J.  P.  Burbank,  1875  ;  J.  C.  Boomer,  1878.  The  meeting- 
bouse  was  built.in  1804-5,  and  dedicated  July  2,  1805. 

The  Third  Baptist  Church  was  organized  Feb.  10,  1810,  and  seems  to  have 
been  composed  of  persons  formerly  in  connection  with  a  Baptist  church  in 
Thompson,  Conn. 

Mr.  Turner  Fuller  was  licensed  by  the  church  to  exercise  his  gifts  among 
them  as  a  preacher  of  the  gospel,  which  he  continued  to  do  for  some  years. 
He  was  ordained  Oct.  13,  1819.  The  meetings  were  usually  held  at  private 
houses;  sometimes  in  the  meeting-house  of  the  First  B:iptist  Church,  on  Fr^e- 
land  Hill.  Elder  Turner  Fuller  was  its  only  pastor.  Its  action  in  dismissing 
certain  membci*s  in  1834  is  referred  to  in  the  record  of  the  Freewill  Baptist 
Church,  and  it  probably  ceased  to  exist  about  that  time. 

St«,  John's  (Episcopal)  Church  is  located  in  the  village  of  Wilkinsonvilfe. 
The  enterprise  which  culminated  in  the  establishment  of  this  church  was  cod^ 
menced  by  Rev.  Daniel  Le  Baron  Goodwin,  July  17,  .1825.     The  orgaii^  ^ 
ization  was  effected  March  10,  1827,  under  the  name  of  St.  John's  Protectant 
Episcopal  Church.     The  rectors  have  been :  Bevs.  D.  Le  B.  Goodwin,  from,' 
July  17,  1825,  to  April,  1854;  Benjamin  II.  Clmsc,  April,  1854,  to  April,' 
1858 ;  A.  Decatur  S|)altcr,  June,  1858,  to  December,  1859 ;  William  George  ' 
Hawkins,  April,  1S60,  to  April,  1862;  George  Sturgos  Paine, "^ September, 
1862,  to  S^pteml)er,  1863 ;  Samuel  S.  Spear,  January,  1864,  to  January,  1867 ; 
Thomas.  L.'BandoIf,  January,  1807,  to  December,  1870;  Henry  A.  Metcalf, 
June,  1871,  to  June,  1874;  James  S.  Ellis,  July,  1874.     The  meeting-house 
was  erected  in  1828. 

The  record  in  reference  to  the  organisation  of  the  Freewill  Baptist  Church, 
under  date  of  Nov.  1,  1834,  is:  **The  five  brethren  and  six  sisters  came 
together,  having  letters  of  dismission  and  commendation  from  the  Third  Bap- 
tist Church  in  Sutton,  then  vbible.** 
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Elder  Wilbird  Fuller  was  chosea  pastor,  and  meetings  were  held  at 
house  until  ISSS,  when  a  meeting-bouso  was  built  upon  bis  land  about  a  milo 
west  of  Manchaug.  Services  continued  to  be  held  in  this  house  •  until  1858  or 
'599  and  perhaps  occasioDally  later  than  that  date. 

The  church  had  but  one  minister, — Rev.  W.  Fuller.  It  was  his  request 
that  after  bis  death  the  nieetiug^bousc  should  be  sold  aud  the  proceeds  given 
to  the  Freewill  Bnptist  Home  Slissionary  Society.  lie  died  Dec.  8,  1S75. 
The  house  was  sold  aud  taken  down  in  ISifi. 

A  Universalist  Society  was  organized  in  August,  1840,  and  held  its  meetings 
for  a  time  in  the  hall  of  the  hotel  at  West  Sutton  ;  then  iu  the  academy  build- 
ing there ;  then  iu  a  hull  at  the  centre.  The  records  show  the  settlement  of 
but  two  pastors^ — Rev.  Alvan  Abl>ot,  who  commenced  his  labors  March,  1841, 
and  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Tiugley,  ordained  in  the  fall  of  184G.  The 
last  meefing  of  which  there  is  any  record  was  held  April  5,  1847; 

The  Baptist  church  iu  Maucbaug  was  organized  May  18,  1842,  with  thirty 
members.  The  pastors  and  their  periods  of  service  have  l>een  as  follows : 
£lders  W.  H.  Dairy mple,  one  year  two  months;  N.  B.  Jones,  one  year  four 
months;  George  Daland,  one  year  six  mouths;  Abial  Fisher,  four  years; 
N.  Chapman,  two  years ;  J.  S.  Ilarradon,  six  years  nine  months ;  N.  J.  Pink- 
ham,  one  year  seven  months ;  Addison  Brown,  seven  months ;  D.  A.  Dear- 
born, four  years;  C.  L.  Thompson,  four  years  five  months;  J.  C.  Boomer, 
1878. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church  in  Wilkin^onville  was  organized  in  1855 
liy  the  Associate  Presbytery  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and*  continued  in  connection 
with  that  body  until  1858,  when,  at  the  union  of  the  Associate  and  Associate 
Reformed  churches,  which  took  place  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  May  26,  1858,  it 
became  one  of  the  congregations  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  North 
America.  The  origiual  founders  of  the  Sutton  United  Presbyterian  congrega- 
tion were  families  from  the  Province  of  Ulster,  Londonderry  County,  Ireland •- 

The  pastors  have  been:.  Revs.  James  Williamson,  installed  February,'1856, 
and  continued  in  the  pastorate  nearly  eight  years ;  P.  Y.  Smith,  insttUled  Fcbtr 
28,  1806. 

There  has  also  been  a  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  It  was  first  organized 
June  12,  1853,  and  the  congregation  worshipped  in  Washington  Hall,  at  tlief 
centre,  until  the  mccting-housc,  built  in  1854-5,  was  ready  for  occupancy. 

The  pastors  have  been :  Revs.  John  W^  Leo,  1853-4 ;  John  II.  Gaylord, 
1855;  Rodney  Gage,  1856-7;  Newell  S.  Spaulding,  1858;  William  A. 
Oapp,  1859 ;  J.  J.  Woodbury,  1860 ;  Charles  W.  Macreading,  1861 ;  S.  O. 
Brown,  1862.  - 

Owing  to  financial  embarrassments,  the  church  in  1864  concluded  to  dis- 
band, and  the  conference  transferred  all  its  members  to  the  Methodist  church 
in  Millbury. 

The  meeting-house,  which  stood  upon  the  common,  a  little  south  of  •th0 
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school-house,  was  unoccupied  for  several  years,  then  sold  at. auction,  and 
bought  by  the  late  Stephen  B.  Holbrook,  moved  aud  converted  into  the 
dwelling-house  now  occupied  by  his  heirs. 

There  is  no  mention  of  schools  upon  the  records  of  the  town  previously  to 
1725,  aud  then  only  in  connection  witli  the  proiK)sed  sale  of  the  school  lanclf. 
The  first  record  with  reference  to  a  public  school  is  found  in  the  j'ear  1730, 
when  it  was  **  voted  that  a  school  should  be  kept  for  four  months,  in  four  placcB, 
one  month  in  a  place."  In  1732  the  town  was  presented  at  the  court  for  fail- 
iiro  to  employ  a  sclvool-master  as  the  law  required,  and  a  fine  imposed. 

In  1735  a  committee  was  appointed  to  see  how  many  school-houses  wcro 
wanted,  but  no  action  was  taken  in  the  matter.  Until  1752,  and  perhaps  a 
Kttle  later,  all  the  schools  were  kept  in  private  houses.  In*  17G1  permission 
was  given  by  vote  of  the  town  to  ''set  a  school-house  on  the  highway  near  to. 
Mr.  Jeptha  Putnam's." 

-  In  nCd  a  committee  was  raised  to  divide  the  town  into  school  districts,^  but 
at  the  same  time  the  towti  refused  to  make  any  appropriation  for  building 
school-houses.  In  1773  the  town  was  regularly  divided  into  school  districts, 
fourteen  in  number,  but  a  proposition  to  make  the  schools  free  was  defeated.' 

The  treasurer's  l>ook  contains  no  order  for  the  payment  of  a  gnimmar  school 
master,  regalarly  employed  as  such,  previously  to  1793.  From  this  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  law  requiring  the  establishment  of  grammar  schools  had  not  been 
complied  with.  In  1828  there  was  a  new  division  of  the  town  into  twelve 
school  districts.  Millbury  had  been  set  off  since  the  last  division.  In  1849  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  make  a  revision  of  the  school  districts.  Their 
report  was  accepted.  The  niraiber  was  thirteen,  and  their  boundarie3  as  then 
defined  are  substantially  those  of  the  districts  of  the  town  at  the  present 
time. 

About  the  begimiing  of  the  present  century  the  desire  for  better  educational 
advantages  than  were  afforded  by  the  public  schools  of  the  town  began  to  find 
expression  in  the  establishment  of  private  schools.  Of  these  there  have  been 
quite  a  numl^er,  amVsome  of  them  of  a  high  order. 

Toward  the  establi:^hment  of  a  high  school  no  action  was  taken  until  1860, 
when  the  following  article  Avas  inserted  in  the  warrant  for  the  annual  town 
meeting,  *'  to  see  if  the  town  will  establish  a  high  school  or  act  or  do  anything 
relative  to  the  same.** 

After  earnest  discussion  of  the  matter  by  the  friends  of  the  measure,  the 
whole  thing  was  indefinitely  postponed.^  In  18G4  (see  sect.  1,  chap.  142, 
Acts  of  1865)  and  for  'several  succeeding  years,  no  apportionment  of  the 
income  of  the  State  School  Fund  was  made  to  Sutton.  In  1866  another 
attempt  was  made  to  secure  a  vote  for  the  establishment  of  a  high  school  with 
no  better  success  than  in  I860.  It  was  not  until  the  annual  town  meeting  ^j^f 
1873  that  a  vote  was  carried  for  the  maintenance  of  a  high  scboof,  and  an 
appropriation  made  for  the  (Mne.    The  achool  was  commenced  April  14, 1878, 
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uuder  the  instruction  of  Walter  A.  Wheeler,  and  was  for  the  first  year  a 
^moving  schooU"  nnder  three  dtSerent  teachers.  The  first  term  it  was  at 
Wilkinsonville,  the  second  at  West  Sntton^  and  the  third  at  the  centre. 

At  the  March  meeting,  1874,  it  was  located  for  the  year  at  the  centre.  Mr; 
Walter  A.  Wheeler  was  secured  as  principal-  It  is  still  maintained  at  tlie 
centre,  and  Mr.  Wheeler  continues  in  charge. 

In  1874  an  association  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  fre^ 
public  library. 

Donations  of  money  and  books  were  sought,  and  freely  given  by  residents 
of  the  town  and  others  interested  in  the  enterprise.  After  being  open  to  the 
public  a  sufficient  length  of  time  tu  show  that  it  was  appreciated  as  meeting  a 
want  long  felt,  it  was  oflfered  to  and  accepted  by  the  town,  which  makes  appro- 
priations from  year  to  year  for  the  purchase  of  books  and  other  expenses. 

It  now  contains  som^rthing  more  than  two  thousand  volumes,  and  is  free 
to  all  citizens  of  the  town.  *  ' 


CHAPTER  in. 

SABLT    MAXUFACTUBES — PBOGUES8   AND  IMPROVEMENT — AGRICULTUBE  — -  BIOO-' ' 
BAFHT  —  EMINENT  PBOFESSIONAL  AND  OTHER  CHARACTERS. 

We  have  seen  that  the  people  of  this  tow^  took  action,  in  1768,  for  the 
encoumgemcnt  of  manufactures.  Every  house  were  a  manufactory  of  woolen, 
linen,  and  tow-cloth. 

Eircry  farmer  was  a  producer  of  wool  and  flax*.    As  the  carding  was  all  done 
by  hand,  it  was  natural  that  the  first  manufacturing  of  the  town  shotdd  be  the* 
production  of  those  articles  most  needed  iu  making  woolen  and  linen  cloth. 

Hand-cards  are  found,  among  the  iirst,  if  not  the  first,  articles  made  in  Sut- 
ton. These  were  manufactured  by  Jonathan  Hale,  who  came  from  Salem  in 
1747,  and  several  others  between  that  date  and  1795,  from  which  time  nothing 
in  that  line  has  been  done  in  town. 

Comb-qfiaking  was  introduced  about  17^80,  by  Simeon  Carpenter,  who  caroe 
from  Attlcborough,  and  carried  on  quite  extensively  by  him,  and  by  Levi  and 
Jonathan  t^uller,  who  came  from  the  same  place. 

Scythe,  hoe,  and  axe  making  was  also  carried  on  at  an  early  date  in  many 
places,  —  scythe-making  in  particular.  To  facilitate  the  forging  of  these 
articles  trip-hammers  were  introduced  very  soon  after  coming  into  use  in  older- 
towns.  As  early  as  1793  few  t(^wns  surpassed  Sutton  in  manufacturing  enter- 
prise. The  fine  water-privileges  along  the  outlet  of  Crooked  Pond  were  at  an 
early  date  utilized.  The  first  privilege,  where  W.  II.  Wheeler's  cotton-factory 
now  stands,  was  occupied  by  the  grist-mill  built  by  John  Singletary ;  upon  the 
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second  there  was  a  scythe-shop;  the  next,  where  the  mill  o(^  M.  A.  Lnpham 
stands,  was  occupied  by  th^  paper-mill  of  Abijah  Burbank.  Tlii;^  mill,  built 
in  1775-6,  was  the  first  paper-mill  erected  in  the  county,  and  t!io  ftnirth  iir 
liflh  in  Massachusetts.  It  was,  for  most  of  the  time  during  the  Revolutionary  , , 
war,  the  sole  dependence  for  paper  of  the  printing-office  of  Isaiah  Thomas  in 
Worcester. 

F 

Just  below  the  paper-mill  was  an  oil-mill  for  the  manufacture  of  linseed  oil ; 
still  further  down  the  stream,  a  powder-mill,  built  by  the  Provincial  Govern- 
ment ;  next  to  this  a  gun  manufactory,  afterwards  changed  into  a  manufactory 
of  scythes,  axes,,  saws,  mill-irons,  steel  plates,  &c.,  in  making  which  an  exten- 
sive business  for  the  day  was  done. 

Tanning  and  cu'rrying,  printing,  and  clock  and  watch  making  were  also  car-, 
ried  on  to  a  considerable  extent.  • 

The  Imot  and  shoe  business  was  started  not  far  from  1835,  and  was  carried 
on  by  various  parties,  increasing  until  1855,  when  the  business  connected 
with  it  amounted  to  about  $1,0U0  a  day,  but  soon  began  to  decline  in  con- 
sequence of  the  tendency  to  couceutnitc  in  largo  places  in  the  hands  of  large 
capitalists. 

The  manufacture  of  shuttles  was  begun  many  years  since,  and  is  now  an 
important  business  at  Marbleville  and  Wilkinsonville. 

At  Woodl)uryville  woolen- goods  of  various  kinds  have  been  manufactured,' 
Kentucky  jnans  and  satinets.     At  Pleasant  Valley  the  first  cloth  tioven  by 
power-looms  in  town  was  made,  and  the  first  broadcloth.  ^ 

On  the  same  stream,  a  short  distance  above,  is  a  mill  where  a  superior 
quality  of  flour  was  once  made,  known  in  market  as  **  Sutton  flour.**  ^;- 

Thc  manufacture  of  cotton  cloth  was  l>egun  in  Wilkinsonvlllc  in  1823.     The ' 
mill  has  l>een  enlarged  several  times,  and  its  manufhcturihg  capicity  incroascd 
until  the  annual  production  amounts  to  two  million  ydrds  sixty-four  square 
print  cloths. 

The  most  important  manufacturing  interest  of  the  town  is  that  of  Manchang. 
The  advantages  as  a  motive  power  of  the  stream  which  is  the  outlet  of  Man- 
chaug  Pond,  and  is  fed  by  streams  flowing  from  several  other  ponds  in  the 
vicinity,  were  recognized  by  a  number  of  gentlemen  p  issing  through  the  p^aco 
on  their  way  from  Providence  to  Worcester  and  Boston,  as  early  as  1825. 
They  determined,  if  possible,  to  utilize  it  for  manufacturing  purposes.  At  this 
time  there  was  nothing  upon  it  but  n  small  scythe-shop.  A  purchase  of  real 
estate,  including  the  water  power,  was  made  in  1826,  and  to  this  purchase 
additions  have  from  time  to  time  been  made,  as  the  interests  of  the  company 
required.  A  cotton  mill  was  soon  erected  and  put  in  operation.  Additions  have 
been  made  to  this  mill,  and  three  others  have  l>eeh  built.  For  the  first  nine 
years  no  record  of  products  was  kept.  In  1835  the  production  was  640,650 
yards  of  print-cloths.  This  production  has  been  increased  until,  in  1876,  it 
amounted  to  6,328,050  yards,  known  as  **  Fruit  of  the  Loom.'*    It  is  probably 
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about  the  same  now.    Tho  owners  of  this  largo  and  valuable  piopertjr  are 
''Lowisi  Doxter,  B.  B.,  and  R.  Knight,**  nil  of  Rhodo  L»land. 

Sutton  is  ono  of  Ibo  l>cst  towns  in  the  couuty  for  ugricultuval  pnrpossB. 
Tho  linio  has  l»ecn  when  it  was  snrfiasscd  by  no  town  in  the  State  in  the 
appearance  and  culture  of  its  farms,  in  the  quality  and  qiuintity  of  its  dairy 
products  a!id  in  its  stock,  C8i)cci2illy  its  neat  cattle.  It  has  been  famed  for  its 
fine  working  cattle  and  has  sometimes  sent  to  the  county  fair  a  team  of 
sevonty*five  or  eighty  yoke  of  oxen,  which  was  more  than  all  the  other  towns 
combined  had  on  exhibition,  and  they  were  such  as  quite  generally  to  command 
the  highest  premium. 

,    liike  other  rural  New  England  towns*  Sutton  hais  produced  many  men  of 
mark.    Our  spaed  uIIoavs  us  to  make  brief  mention  of  only  a  few  of  these. 

Qen.  Rufus  Putivim  was  l>oni  in  Sutton,  April  9,  1738.  At  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  of  1775  lie  entered  the  army  as  lieutenant-colonel,  bat  was  soon 
promoted  to  a  brigadier- gcncraUhip.  lie  did  effective  service  as  chief  of  the 
engineering  department,  and  was  ever  treated  by  Gen.  Washington  with 
confidence  and  respect.  The  ^  Ohio  Company  of  Associates,"  by  whom  the 
first  settlement  of  the  territory  north-west  of  the  Ohio  was  made,  was  formed 
chiefly  through  his  instrumentality.  lie  was  one  of  the  directors  and  the 
general  manager  of  the  affairs  of  the  company.  He  went  out  with  the  pioneers 
who  commenced  a  settlement  where  Marietta,  Ohio,  now  stands.  He  was  tho 
leading  citizen  among  the  early  settlers  of  Ohio,  held  many  subordinate  offices 
of  trust,  was  one  of  the  three  judges  of  the  territory,  a  member  of  the  conven- 
tion for  the/ormation  of  a  State  Constitution,  Surveyor-Grcneral  of  the  United 
States  and  the  first  who  held  that  office.  In  Dr.  Ilildreth's  ^  Lives  of  tho  Earl v 
Settlers  of  Ohio,"  the  leading  place  is  given  to  Gen.  Rufus  Putnam.  He  died 
in  1821. 

Hon'.  Solomon  Sibley  was  born  in  Sutton,  Oct.  7,  1769.  He  studied  law 
with  William  IListings  of  Boston,  and  after  the  completion  of  bis  studies  went 
to  Marietta,  Ohio ;  thence  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  farmed  a  law-partnersbip 
with  Judge  Burnet ;  removed ' from  Cincinnati  to  Detroit;  sciTed  in  the  first 
legislative  assembly  of  the  North-west  Territory  ;  was  a  delegate  to  Congress, 
United  States  Attorney,  Judge  of  the  Supremo  Court  of  Michigan,  and  Chief 
Justice.     lie  died  April  4,  184G. 

Aldcu  March,  M.  D.,  was  born  in  Sutton,  Sept.  20,  1795.  He  studied 
medicine  with  his  brother.  Dr.  David  March ;  attended  medical  lectures  at 
Boston ;  then  at  Bro^wn  University,  Providence,  where  he  received  the  degree 
of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  He  removed  to  Albany,  N.  Y. ;  practised  medicine 
there ;  was  appointed  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology  in  the  Vermont 
Academy  of  Medicine;  took  a  leading  part  in  the  establishment  of  the  Albany 
Medical  College,. and  was  its  first  president.  He  was  skilful  as  a  physician, 
and  as  a  surgeon  cousidcreil  the  most  eminent  in. this  country.  He  died  June 
17,  1863. 
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Jnmes  11.  Armsby,  M«D.,  was  lK)rn  in  Sutton,  Dec.  1,  1809 ;  studied  mcdi* 
cine  with  Dr.  AUIeu  March  of  Alban^s  who  was  bis  brother-in-law;  graduated, 
at  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  and  was  for  a  time  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Physiology  there.  After  the  establishment  of  the  AUiany  Medical  College 
he  resigned  bis  professorship,  went  to  Albany,  and  gave  his  entire  time  to  the 
arningement  of  the  niiiseuin  and  the  manifold  <letaiIs^of  organization,  a  work 
for  which  he  was  in  a  si)ecial  manner  filted.by  taste, and  study.  He, visited 
Euro|>c  twice  and  inspected  all  the  leading  medical  institutions  and  museums, 
and  brought  back  with  him  a  choice  collection  of  specimenSi  with  which  bo 
enriched  the  college.  The  fact  that  be  was  made  the  recipient  of  miiny 
honorary  degrees  from  American 'colleges  and  other  institutions  of  learnllig, 
shows  4he  hiirh  estimation  in  which  ho  was  bc^ld.     He  died  Dec.  8,  1875.    '  -^ 

Thomas  Bhinchard  was  b(»rn  in  Sutton,  June  24,  1778,  and  manifested  at  an 
early  age  a  remarkable  mechanical  genius.  His  first  important  invention  was 
a  machine  for  cutting  and  heading  ticks,  so  i)erfect  in  design  and  construction 
that  no  essential  improvement  h:is  ever  been  made  upon  it.  Ho  originated  the 
camrmotion  and  made  numerous  improvements  in  machinery  already  in  use;, 
devised  a  new  constrnction  for  steamboats  designed  to  move  in  shallo'w  wtiteir 
and  against  a  rapid  current,  and  a  process  by  which  timber  of  all  sizes  could 
be  bent  to  any  required  angle  and  still  retain  its  full  strength ,  besides  many 
other  useful  devices  and  processes,  all  bearing  the  original  stamp  of  bis  mind. 
But  his  grandest  achievement  was  the  invention  of  a  machine  for  tuning 
irregular  forms,  —  a  machine  capable  of  a  greater  variety  of  applications  thsia. 
any  other  ever  invented.  This  invention  alone  would  entitle  him  to  a  place 
among  the  first  of  the  world's  great  inventors. 

Moses  L.  Morse  was  born  in  Sutton,  May  19,  1781.  Like  Blanchard,  b% 
showed  from  childhood  a  mechanical  genius,  and  was  the  originator  of  many 
useful  inventions,  among  which  are  the  machine  for  making  pins  with  solid 
beads,  and  sc:ilcs  of  peculiar  construction  for  weighing  coins  and  other  sub- 
stances hydrostaticall3% 

Gen.  George  B.  Boomer  was  born  in  Sutton,  July  26, 1832.  Ho  went  West 
when  quite  young,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  waf  of  the  Rebellion  was  . 
living  in  the  State  of  Arkansas,  At  the  call  for  troops,  hei*aised  a  company 
among  his  acquaintances  and  became  their  captain.  Distinguished  for  bravery 
and  skill,  be  was  promoted  to  a  brigadier-generalship,  and  was  killed  at 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  May  22,  18C3.     . 

llvv.  Alvan  Bond,  D.D.,  was  born  in  Sutton,  April  27,  1793;  educated  at 
Brown  Universily  and,  Andover  Theological  Seminary;  pastor  at  Sturbridge 
for  twelve  years ;  profi^ssor  in  Bangor  Theological  Seminary  for  four  years ; 
pastor  of  the  Second  Congregational  Church  in  Norwich,  Conn.',  for  thirty 
3'ears.  Dr.  Bond  has  contributed  many  articles  of  value  for  mdgazines  and 
papers  and  edited  a  reprint  of '^Eilto's  History  of  the  Bible,''  &e.,  &c.  He  is 
still  living  among  the  people  of  his  last  charge. 
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Bar.  Samuel  Mcllen  Whiting  was  born  in  Sutton,  June  25,  1825 ;  educated 
at  Tkinitjr  College,  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  Newton  Theological  Seminaiy ;  went 
as  a  missionary  of  the  American  Baptist  Misdionoiy  Union  to  Assam,  India; 
labored  in  that  field  for  ten  years ;  translated  large  portions  of  the  Old  Testa- 
ment Scriptures  from  Hebrew  into  Assamese,  and  did  mudi,  in  various  wavA, 
to  adrance  missionary  work.  Hctuming  to  this  country  on  account  of  the 
health  of  his  wife,  he  engaged  eaniestly  iu  pastoral  work  and  in  helping 
forward  every  good  enterprise.  Ho  was  spoken  of  a^  a  profound  scholar,  as 
possessed  of  great  versatility  of  tulcnt  and  successful  as  pastor  and  preachcT, 
teacher  and  translator,  editor  and  financier.  Ho  died  iu  Xew  Haven,  Conn., 
Feb.  21,  1878. 

Hon.  Jonas  Sibley  was  born  in  Sutton,  Nov.  7,  17G2,  and  was  a  man  of 
prominence  and  influence.  The  estimation  in  which  ho  was  held  by  those  who 
knew  him  best  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  he  was  made  for  nineteen  ycai^  the 
representative  of  the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Ho  was  also  State 
Semitor  and  Bepresentative  of  the  Worcester  Congressional  Distilct  in 
Congress. 

Jonas  L.  Sibley,  son  of  the  above,  was  bom  in  Sutton,  Jan.  4, 1791 ;  gradu- 
ated at  Brown  University ;  studied  law  with  the  Hon.  T^cyi  Lincoln,  and  cstali- 
lished  himself  in  practice  in  his  native  town,  wbicli  be  represented  for  sevenil, 
years  in  the  Legislature.  Ho  was  U.  S.  Marshal  of  the  port  of  Boi^ton  under  ; 
appointment  by  Pres.  Jackson.  In  his  profession  ho  had  the  confidence .  of 
the  community,  was  eminent  as  a  legal  adviser  and  successful  as  a  practitioner. 
He  died  Feb.  1,  1852.  '      . 

Gen.  Caleb  Sibley  was  born  in  Sutton,  April  20,  1806;  gi*aduated  at  West 
Point,  entered  the  United  States  army,  and  continued  in  the  service  until  his 
death ;  was  captain,  major,  colonel  and  brevet  brigadier-general  for  meritorious., 
service  in  the  late  war.     Gen.  Sibley  was  much  esteemed  by  his  companions  in. . 
arms,  and  in  every  respect  worthy  of  their  confidence. 

We  have  mentioned  in  tho  foregoing  sketches  only  those  who  were  natives 
of  Sutton,  and  wo  might  enlarge  our  list  if  space  would  permit.  Many  who 
have  become  adopted  citizens  of  the  town  are  worthy  of  a  place  among  those 
who  have*  attained  eminence  as  scholars,  divines,  physicians,  lawyers, 
mechanics,  &c. 

The  town  has  also  sent  out  a  largo  number  of  men  of  enterprise  and  worth, 
from  whom  have  descended  those  who  liave  attained  national  fame,  amon<i: 
whom  may  l)e  mentioned  the  father  of  Hon.  Salmon  P.  Chase,  late  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Rt.  Rev.  Philander  Chase,  late  Bishop  in  the  £pisc6[)al 
Church. 
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ORIGINAL    GRANTS  —  THE     RESULTING    TOWNSHIP — NATURAL     ASPECTS  ^—^JONE* 
RALS,.  CLIMATE,    ETC. — FIRST  MEETING-HOUSE  —  EARLY  PROGRESS  —  INCOB*  • 
rORATION  —  OLD  HIGHWAYS  —  SEPARATION   OP  PHILLIPSTON. 

"  I  look  anto  the  times  pf  old,  but  tbey  seem  like  reflected  moon-beaiiM  In  a  dijrtaiijfe  lake." — 

June  4,  1685,  the  General  Court  of  the  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  jo 
New  England,  on  the  petition  of  William  Barrett  and  others  of  Lynn,  Bead- 
ing,  Beverly  and  Hinghani,  **Judgeth  it  meet  to  grant  the  petitioners  a  tract,, 
of  land  in  the  Nipmug  Country  of  eight  miles  square,  for  their  encouragemeiii; 
and  others  that  were  serviceable  to  the  country  in  the  late  Indian  Warr,** 

On  Saturday,  July  1,  1727,  the  Great  and  General  Couit  of  Massachusetts, 
on  "a  petition  of  Samuel  Chandler  and  Jacob  Iloughton  in  behalf  of  them-.; 
selves  and  a  groat  number  of  other  persons  shewing  that  the  General  Court  of 
the  late  Colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  in  the  year  1C85,  did  in  answer  to 
tb^  petition  of  divers  persons  of  the  towns  of  Lyn,  &c.  grant  them  a  tract  pf 
land  in  the  Nipmug  Country  of  eight  miles  square,  and  for  their  encourage- 
ment and  others  that  were  serviceable  in  the  luto  Indian  war,  which  grant  was 
not  pursued  to  effect  and  forasmuch  as  the  petitioners  were  either  personally 
present  at  the  Fort  and  Fight  at  Narragansctt  or  descendants  of  those  that 
were  or  in  the  strictest  alliance  to  them,  therefore  praying  that  a  grant  may 
be  made  of  such  vacant  land  as  may  serve  the  petitioners  for  settlement  under 
such  restrictions. and  limitations  as  the  Court  shall  judge  fit." 

The  House  resolved,  that  Maj.  Thomas  Tileston  and  others  be  authorized  to 
survey,  and  lay  out  the  contents  of  eight  miles  square,  in  some  of  the  unappro- 
priated land  of  the  Province.  This  was  afterward  changed  to  two  townships, 
of  six  miles  square,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  list  of  names  of 
the  soldiers  of  the  Narragansct  war,  and  the  descendants  of  those  deceased, 
and  report  to  the  General  Court.  Plans  of  the  two  townships  were  presented 
and  allowed,  one  on  the  Souhegan  Biver,  the  other  adjoining  BuUaod  and 
Lunenbuig. 
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Dec.  20,  17299  a  litst  of  the  claimftiits  of  tho  laud  was  presented  in  theTIouso 
and  accepted,  and  voted  that  tho  tnicta  of  land  Ix)  granted  to  the  i>ersoti8  named 
in  the  lists,  and  that  said  chiiniants  or  grantees  meet  at  Boston,  on  the  firrt 
Weduesdajr  bf  June  next  ensuing,  to  choose  committees  for  ordering  their 
affairs. 

On  the  29th  Dcccmher,  1730,  Thomas  Tilcston  and  others,  a  committee  for 
the  ofBecrd  and  boidtiTS  of  tlie  NarrnsranHot  war,  presentcti  a  petition  showing 
that  tho  numYx^r  of  ^ni  J  soldiers,  and  the  legal  representatives  of  those  deceased, 
was  so  great  that  tho  grant  of  tho  Court  aVoady  made  them,  will  mako  so 
small  a  portion  to  each  family  as  will  bo  of  little  or  no  lieneiit  to  them,  and 
praying  that  the  grant  be  enlarged,  and  further  time  allowed  to  [)ersons  to  put 
in  their  claims. 

The  time  was  extended,  and  tho  IIotisc  voted  that  sucli  further  srnmt  of  land 
bo  made  to  the  petitioners,  as  that  each  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons  whose 
claims  shall  be  allowed  by  this  Court  may  bo  allowed  a  township  of  the  con- 
tents of  six  miles  square. 

The  Governor  and  Council  not  concurring  with  the  House  in  the  extension  of 
the  grant,  the  House  of  Representatives  sent  a  mossago  to  the  council,  Jan.  18, 
1731-2,  *'in  order  to  promote  good  understanding,"  relating  that  they  had 
granted  a  township  of  six  miles  M|Uare  to  each  one  hundred  and  twenty  persons 
in  answer  to  tho  petition  of  Tliom:is  Tilcston  and  others. 

^Ono  great  reason  is  that  there  wtis  a  proelamatiou  made  to  the  army  in  the 
name  of  the  Government  (as  living  evidences  very  fully  testify)  when  they 
were  mustered  on  Dcdham  plain,  where  they  begun  the  march,  that  if  thoy 
played  the  man,  took  the  Fort,  and  drove  the  enemy  out  of  tho  Xarraganset 
Country,  which  was  their  great  scat,  that  they  should  have  a  gratuity  in  laud 
besides  their  wages.*' 

'  Additional  lists  were  brought  in,  and  April  26, 1733,  it  was  shown  th-it  there 
were  eight  hundred  and  forty  persons  entei'cd,  officers  and  soldiers,  and  the 
House  ordered  that  tho  prayer  1)3  granted,  and  that  Maj.  Chandler,  Mr.  Edw;ird 
Shore,  Col.  Thomas  Tilcston,  Mr.  John  Hobson  and  Mr.  Samuel  Chandler,  or 
any  three  of  them,  be  a  committee  to  lay  out  live  more  tracts  of  land  for  town* 
ships  of  six  miles  square,  in  some  of  the  unappropriated  lands  of  the  Province, 
and  that  the  grantees  meet,  within  two  months,  to  make  choice  of  committees 
respectively,  to  regulate  each  propriety  or  township,  which  is  to  bo  held  and 
enjoyed  by  one  hundred  and  twenty  of  the  grantees,  each  in  equal  proportion,  who 
shall  pass  such  rules  and  orders  as  ^hall  clTcctually  oblige  them  to  sottlo  sixty 
families,  at  least,  witbin  said  township,  with  a  learned  Orthodox  minister, 
within  the  space  of  seven  years  from  tho  date  of  the  grant.  June  6, 1733,  thd 
grantees  met  and  chose  conmiittoes. 

Oct,  29,  1733,  the  grantees  of  the  Narniganset  Society,  Xo.  6,  of  whicli 
Mr.  Samuel  Chandler  of  Concord  had  been  chosen  committee,  met  at  Jonathan 
Ball's  tavern,  in  Concord,  and  chose  a  committee  to  lay  out  a  township  on  the 
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back  of  Rutland,  ''if  the  lan^  there  be  acomoclahlo  for  a  township,"  ami  a<ljournod 
to  December  3,  when  the  Ci)miuittee  reported,  and  the  grantees  voted  that  they 
will  accept  it* 

•  A  plat  of  the  survey  of  Jonas  Houghton  was  returned  to  the  General  Court 
in  Deceml)er,  1733,  and  in  the  following  February  accepted  by  the  Coufrt« 
Evideixt  mistakes  having  been  made  in  copying  ]Mr.  Houghton's  return  into 
jthc  records  of  the  Court,  the  following  is  a  copy  of  the  return  itself  on  file 
lu  Vol.  2,  plan  223,  Ancient  Plans,  &o. : — 

*^  Tuesday,  Feb.  12, 1733,  laid  out  the  township  number  six  (for  120  of  the  Nilirra- 
.gansctt  soldiers)  which  bounds  southwesterly  on  the  township  laid  out  to  the  volunteers 
of  Capt.  Lovcll  and  Capt.  White,  southeasterly  mostly  on  Rutland  and  part  on  the 
Karragansott  township  No.  2  by  Wacbusett,  northeasterl}*  parti}*  on  said  township  and 
parti}'  on  unappropriated  land  and  northwesterly  partly  on  the  province  land  and  partly 
on  province  town  laid  out  on  Miller's  River. 

^^  It  begins  at  Rutland  northerly  corner  runs  north  thirty  nine  degrees  west  by  the 
needle  three  hundred  and  ten  perch  to  a  hemlock,  thence  east  eighteen  degrees  north 
three  hundred  and  forty  perch  to  a  white  pine,  from  thence  north  thirty  ifour  degrees 
west  seventeen  hundred  and  ten  rods,  from  thence,  west  thirty  nine  degrees  south  twelve 
hiindrcd  and  eighty  |)erch  (to  the  said  province  town),  from  thence  south  three  hundred 
and  ninety  perch  to  a  white  pine,  from  thence  west  eight  hundred  and  sixty  perch  tb  a 
l)each  tree,  the  northerly  corner  of  said  volunteer's  township,  from  thence  south  thirty 
four  degrees  east  eighteen  hundred  and  twenty  four  perch  to  a  heap  of  stones  in  Rut- 
land line,  from  thence  east  thirty  dcgi*ees  north  to  where  it  began,  nineteen  handred 
l)erch,  in  which  lines  are  contained  23440  acres  viz.  23040  for  the  contents  of  six  mJles 
square,  300  acres  for  the  Mine  F^arm,  so  called,  and  100  acres  for  a  pond  that  is  in  it. 
Flan  drawn  to  scale  of  220  rds.  to  an  inch. 

"  Sun-eyed  by  Jonas  Houghtok.-  1 

^^  In  the  House  of  Representatives,  read,  and  ordered  that  the  plat  be  accepted,  and 
that  the  lands  set  foi*th  and  described  in  the  within  plat  of  Narragansett  township 
Ko.  G  (exclusive  of  the  Mine  Farm  so  called)  be  and  hereby  are  conflrmed  to  a  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  the  original  grantees,  their  heirs  and  assigns, — viz.,  that  society  of 
them  of  which  Mr.  Samuel  Cliandlcr  and  others  were  appointed  *a  committee  for  regu- 
lating the  said  township  No.  G  (so  called)  at  a  general  meeting  of  tbe  grantees  the  Gth 
of  June,  as  by  their  votes  and  oixlers  may  appear, — provided  the  plat  contains  no  morie 
than  the  quxuitity  of  land  within  mentioned  and  does  not  interfere  with  any  former 
grants.  « 

^*  In  Council  read  and  concurred. 

*'  Consented  to  J.  Belcoer. 

"  (Governor)" 

April  18,  1734,  a  committee  reported  to  the  Ilouse,  **  That  in  (be  case  of  tho 
death  of  the  original  grantee,  the  right  shall  belong  to  one  only,  and  the  Lmd- 
shall  be  held  by  the  oldest  male  descendant  if  alive,  and  if  not»  by  the  oldest 
female  desecndnnt  if  they  please,  paying  to  the  other  descendants  or  beim  8ucb 
pro|>ortionatc  parts  of  ten  pounds  (at  which  wo  judge  a  right  ought  to  l)o 
valued),  us  such  descendant  or  heir  would:bc  entitled  to  in  the  land,  if  such  land 
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datoeoded  according  to  tbo  law  of  tho  Pruviuco  for  tho  aettlemeDt  of  int— tatio 
eitatea,  and  alao  what  cliarge^f  the  bolder  has  been  to.** 

A  meeting  of  the  grantecH  of  Xo.  0,  was  called  April  1,  1734,  wfaea  tbcj 
chose  Jonas  Houghton,  John  Longley,  and  Joseph  Fas^ett,  a  comniitteo  to 
'^finish  the  lines  of  said  towm^hip,  and  bum  tho  woods  from  time  to  time  till 
further  orders,^  then  voted  a  tax  of  tcu  sbillingji  for  each  {iroprietor  and 
adjourned  till  October  30,  when  they  voted  that  one  hundred  and  twenty-threo 
forty-acre  lots  bo  laid  out  iu  tho  best  of  the  upbuid,  and  chose  a  committee  to 
do  it.  Tho  comroitteo  were  also  authorized  to  order  ways,  and  where  tlie 
meeting-house,  and  where  the  public  lots .  shall .  be.  and  to  order  land  for  a 
buryiog-place,  and  training-place,  and  for  other  jmblic  uses,  according  to  their 
discretion. 

Tho  township  in  which  they  were  to  lay  out  their  house-lots,  lay  iu  tho 
northerly  part  of  the  county,  twenty-six  miles  from  Worcester,  and  a  little  to 
the  westward  of  a  line  drawn  from  Wochusett  to  Moiiadnock.  It  is  amon;;  the 
highlands,  between  tho  valley  of  tho  Connecticut  and  the  Atlantic.  Tho  lead- 
ing feature  in  its  topography  is  the  broad  valley  of  tho  Burnshirt  and  Ifeoting- 
house,  or  Trout  Brook,  extending. in  a  northerly  and  southerly  direction 
through  the  central  part  of  the  township.  The  head  waters  of  these  two  streanis 
are  in  this  valley,  within  a  few  rods  of  each  other,  about  two  and  a  half  milos 
from  the  southerly  side  of  tho  town,  the  Burnshirt  flowing  south  to  tho  Wuro 
liiver  near  Gildbrook,  Trout  Brook  flowing  north  to  Otter  River  iu  the  northerly 
part  of  tbo  township. 

The  land  risQs  to, tho  east  of  this  valley,  forming  a  broad  and  comparatively 
level  plateau,  sloping  to  the  north,  on  which  is  situated  Templeton  Centre.  It 
rises  quite  abruptly  to  tho  west,  extending  into  Phillipston  in  broken  ridges, 
culminating  in  Prospect  Hill  at  the  extreme  north-west,  which  affords  a  beautiful 
and  pxtcnsiyo  view  of  thp  surrounding  country. 

Otter  River  rises  in  tbo  southerly  part  of  the  town,  flowing  south  through  a 
corner  of  HuI)l)ardston,  then  turning  northerly  near  tho  eastern  boundary  of 
the  town,  and  north-westerly  into  Winchendon,  furnishing;  extensive  water- 
power  at  Otter  River  village  and  Baldwinsvillc. 

Mill  Brook  flows  through  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  town,  furnishing  water- 
power  at  East  Templeton. 

Jackson,  or  Phillipston  Pond,  lies  among  tho  highlands  west  of  the  Burnshirt, 
and  furnishes  its  principal  bead  and  a  largo  watcT-power. 

Wine  Brook  and  Beaver  Brook  also  ride  in  Phillipston. 

The  geological  basis  of  (ho  town  is  a  coarso,  ferruginous  .gneiss,  with  astriko 
N.  30°  E.,  and  a  dip  of  10^  to  30^  W.  Mine  Hill  in  the  east  part  of  tho  town 
is  a  sbnrp,  rocky  ridge,  extending  about  two  miles  into  the  town,  and  contain- 
ing large  quantities  of  sulphuret  of  iron.  Great  riches  were  evidently  expected 
atone  time  from  the  working  of  the  pyrite  from  Mine  Hill,  but  such  hopes 
mu&t  have  proved  dclubivc,  as  they  uniformly  do. 
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In  1730  a  grant  of  three  hundred  acres  of  land  wad'  made  by  the  Great  and 
General  Court  to  Capt.  Andrew  Robinson  of  Gloucester,  for  services  rendered 
in  the  war  with  the  French  and  Indians.  This  gnint  was  transferred  to  John 
Keyes  of  Shrewsbury,  and  Edward  Goddard  of  FraoQingham,  and  by  them 
conveyed  to  Gershom  Keyes  of  Shrewsbury  and  John  Hubbard,  of  Worcester, 
f(ir  tw4)  hundred  pounds,  Goddard  reserving  one  fortieth  part.  Keyes  and 
Hubbard  sold  out  shares  of  one  fortieth  each  to  various  parties  iii  Rutland, 
Shrewsbury,  and  other  places,  and  gave  one  share  to  Gov.  Belcher  in  consider- 
ation of  favors  received.  The  deed  to  Gov.  Belcher  conveys  to  him  *^  one 
fortieth  part  of  the  Mine  Farm,  with  all  the  woods,  undenvoods,'water-cour8e8, 
mines,  minerals,  precious  stones,  &c.,  as  well,  lead,  copper,  tin,  &c.,  as  all 
Royal  Mines,  silver  and  gold,  except  what  part  thereof  is  excepted  in  the  ^yal 
Charters,  &c.V  / 

In  1824  a  ^  care**  was  discovered  in  this  hill,  which  is  ail  adit  cut  in  horizon- 
tally from  the  eastern  face  of  a  precipice,  about  sixty  feet  below  the  top  of  the 
hill,  to  a  distance  of  fifty-seven  and  a  half  feet.  No  definite  knowledge  has 
appeared  of  the  authors  of  this  **  cave.'' 

Some  bog-iron  ore  is  found  in  Mine  Hill,  though  not  enough  to  be  of  value. 
In  the  north-western  part  of  the  town,  on  Otter  River,  are  beds  of  yclIoW  ochre, 
and  it  is  met  with  in  other  parts,  but  no  *^ Royal  Mines"  are  known  to  exist. 

The  climate  is  generally  cool  and  pleasant  in  summer,  but  severe  in  winter, 
and  plants  that  are  hardy  a  few  miles  distant  fail  to  survive  the  winter  here,  or 
maintain  only  a  feeble  existence.  '^ 

The  soil  is  quite  variable ;  many  good  fields  and  farms  arc  found  on  the 
hills,  much  is  thin,  rocky,  and  valuable  only  for  the  trees  it  bears. 

On  the  24th  of  June,  1735,  they  drew  their  ^  house  lots."  No.  45,  drawn 
by  Jacob  Houghton,  was  selected  as  the  meeting-house  lot;  this  lay  just  to  the 
south  of  the  common,  extending  sixty-six  rods  southerly,  and  one  hundred  rods 
eabt^  30^  north,  though  they  afterwarda  decided  to  erect  the  meeting-house  on 
the  44th  lot,  drawn  by  James  Patterson.  The  first  s^.ttled  minister's  lot  wat 
No.  46,  lying  just  south  of  No.  45.  The  school  lot  was  No.  36,  and  located  at 
the  southerly  part  of' the  town,  with  Cook  Pond  within  its  limits.  The  minis- 
terial lot,  No.  112,  was  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town. 

The  next  thing  of  importance  to  the  proprietors  was  a  saw-mill,  and  at  their 
meeting  of  Juno  26th,  they  chose  a  committee  of  Col.  Prcscott  and  four  others 
'^to  agree  with  any  proprietor  or  person  that  will  erect  a  mill  or  mills  in  said 
township."  They  also  chose  a  committee  to  run  the  line  adjoining  Narraganset 
No.  2.  Upon  examination,  it  was  found  (hat  part  of  No.  2  was  included  in  the 
plat  of  No.  6,  estimated  at  400  acres.  The  Court,  on  ther^26th  of  January, 
1736-7,  ordered :  that  400  acres  of  the  Province  land,  lying  on  the  northerly 
side  of  the  township,  be  granted  for  what  was  taken  from  them  in  this  way, 
and  that  a  plat  of  it  be  returned  within  twelve  months.  According  to  the 
original  plan  of  the  township,  the  north-easterly  corner  was  at  or  near  the 
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corner  now  cxi;$ting  near  tbe  Beaman  Milt,  adjoining  Wincbcndon,  and  from 
thence  tbe  town  lino  ran  soutb-westcrlyy  crossing  Otter  Bircr  near  the  moutli 
of  Trout  Bniok,  and  thenco  over  Chuix*h  Ilill  to  tbo  nortb-west  corner  of  tbe 
town,  which  wus  westerly  of  Mr.  Lowis  Brighani  s  boiHo  and  a  little  south  of 
**Larob  City."  It  appears  tb:it  they  secured  much  more  tban  400  acres  in 
some  way  not  npp:irent  by  the  records,  as  there  are  upwards  of  3,000  acres 
north  of  that  line,  now  witbin  the  town. 

A  meeting  was  held  Sept,  10,  1742,  ^ud  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  township, 
Oct.  C,  1742,  when  the  first  meeting  was  held  in  the  toirnsbip  on  ^  Ridge 
Hill,"  near  where  the  Partridgovillo  school-house  n.>w  stands.  This  was  tbe 
last  meeliug  attended  by  Samuel  Chandler,  who  had  led  the  society  from  tbe 
first;  he  died  soon  after.  A  contract  was  made  with  Samuel  Sholdon,  of 
Billerica,  to  build  a  saw-mill;  b:it  ho  failed  to  do  it,  and  another  was  niade 
with  Lieut.  James  Simonds  ani  Reuben  and  Oliver  Ric!)ardson«  who  built  a 
saw-mill  on  1743,  in  lot  91,  in  the  east  vilhige,  whore  tbe  mill  now  occupied  by 
A.  S.  Hodge  stands. 

March  27,  1744,  a  meeting  was  held,  and  votes  passed  for  clearing  roads*, 
and  bought  some  hay.  Hostilities  commenced  soon  after,  and  tbe  mill  was 
burned  down  by  the  Indians.  No  meeting  pf  tho  proprietors  was  held  again 
until  Sept.  20,  174l>,  when  they  met  on  "Rid^o  Hill,"  "and  requested  the 
owners  to  rectity  the  mill ";  and,  on  an  article  to  see  if  they  will  sell  theTbay 
they  have  on  hand,  tho  record  says :  ^  Nothing  done  about  the  hay,  for  there 
was  no  hay  to  dispose  of." 

May  9,  1750,  voted  to  lay  out  the  meadow-lots,  and  that  four  acres  be  the 
standard. 

May  8,  1751,  voted  to  build  a  meeting-house,  50  feet  by  60,  and  chose  a 
committee  :  Dr.  Jonathan  Osgood,  Deacon  Christopher  Page,  Benj.  Houghton, 
Thomas  Ross,  and  Ahijah  Willard.  Voted  sixteen  shillings  lawful  money  on 
each  right,  towards  building  tho  meetiug-bousc.  Chose  committee  to  m:>vo 
settlers  to  bring  forward  their  settlement,  according  to  tho  injunction  of  the 
General  Court. 

Sept  11,  1751,  tbo  second  division  was  ordered,  seventy  acres  to  be  the 
standard  for  each  proprietor;  It  is  probable  that  the  first  family  settled  in  the 
town  in  the  spring  of  1751.  A  reward  had  born  offered  to  the  first  sixty,  and 
then  to  tho  first  ten  families  who  should  build  a  liouso  and  settle.  Tbe  first 
payment  for  settling  was  made  Sept.  11,  1751,  to  Eiias  Wilder,  and  in  Octol>cr 
to  Chas.  Baker,  who  f  )r  many  years  was  one  of  tho  most  iuQueutial  and  useful 
men  in  tho  town,  and  died  in  1813,  agod  eighty-five. 

.  May  13,   1752,  John   Whitcomb,  Ilt^zekiab  Whilcomb,  Ebenezer  Wright, 
were  chosen  a  commit  tee  to  lay  out  roads  throughout  tho  township. 

May  16,  1753,  a  coramitte  was  chosen  to  inspect  the  saw-mill,  and  it  was 
voted  that  tho  meeting-house  committee  provide  a  place  and  provisions  for 
raising  the  meeting-house,  which  was  done  July  3.     Voted  to  build  a  corn-mill. 
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and  choso  a  committco  for. that  purpose.  Voted  to  lay  out  tho  third  division, 
forty  acres  being  the  standard. 

Jan.  1,  1755,  Mr.  Tiiomas  Sawyer,  of  Bolton,  received  £24  lis.  Gd.  in  full 
fur  building  tho  corn-mill.  The  opinion  has  long  prevailed  that  this  mill  ^vas 
built  on  Otlcr  Kiver,  but  the  evidence  in  regard  to  it  seems  to  be  that  it  was 
located  at  **  Goulding  Village,"  in  what  is  now  Phillipston,  near  ^Jackson 
Pond,"  where  tho  foundation  still  stands. 

Dec.  10,  1755,  Rev.  Daniel  Pond  was  ordained  the  first  minister. 

Tho  committee  to  hiy  roads  reported  Dec.  15,  1754,  a  road  three  rods  wide, 
from  thocodimon,  northerly,  to  John  Brooks'  lot,  No.  90 ;  this  was  the  road  to- 
wards raldwinville,  and  extended  about  to  the  Johnson  place,  now  occupied  .by 
John  Patterson.  March  19,  1759,  this  road  was  laid  about  200  rods  further, 
and  March  25,  1761,  cNtcndcd  across  Otter  River  to  a  pine  tree. 

Mr.  Pond  and  the  proprietors  did  not  agree,  and  he  was  dismissed  Sept.  2, 
1759,  and  Rev.  Ebenezer  Sparhawk  ordained  Nov.  18,  1761,  and  remained  the 
pastor  until  his  death. 

Hitherto  the  aflairs  of  the  township  or  plantation  had  been  conducted  entirely 
t)y  the^grantees  or  proprietors,  in  many  respects,  the  same  as  towns.;  but  the 
plantation,  being  ''competently  filled  with  inhabitants,'*  was  incorporated  July 
22,  1761,  as  a  town. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  act  of  incorporation  : — 


1 1, 


Anno  regni  \  Tt   .  t  /  Rejjis  Georgii 

tertii     §  l^'  '-J  \      Secundo 

An  Act  for  incorpora'ing  tfie  Plantaiion  called  NaragatiscU  No.  6  in  the  County  of  WorfUter^ 
into  a  Town  by  the  Name  of  Tcmplctown : 

Whereas^  The  plantation  of  Narragansett  No.  6,  lying  in  the  coanty  of  "Worcester,  is 
competently  filled  with  inhabitants  who  labor  under  great  difficulties  and  inconvcnicnoes 
by  means  cf  their  not  being  a  town :  therefore, — 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Governor^  Council^  and  House  of  Bepreaentatives^  That  the  said 
plantation,  common!}'  calle<l  and  known  by  the  name  of  Narragansett  No.  G,  bounding 
westcrl}'  on  Poquiogc,  southerly  on  Rutland  District  and  Petersham,  easterly  on  West- 
minster, northerly  on  Ipswich-Canada  and  Royalshirc,  be,  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a 
town  by  the  name  of  TimjMown ;  and  that  the  said  town  be,  and  hereby  is,  invested 
with  all  the  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  that  any  of  the  towns  of  this  province 
do  or  may  b}'  law  eujoj* ; — 

Provided^  That  nothing  in  this  Act  shall  be  understood  or  constmed  as  in  any 
measure  to  supersede  or  make  void  an}'  grants  or  assessments  already  made  or  agreed 
on  by  the  proprietors  of  said  place  in  time  past,  but  that  the  same  ahall  remain  and  be 
as  efiectual  as  if  this  Act  had  not  been  made. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  Joshua  AVillard,  Esq.,  be,  and  hereby  is,  empowered 
to  issue  his  warrants  to  some  principal  inhabitant  of  the  said  plantation,  requiring  him,  in 
bis  majesty's  name,  to  warn  and  notify  the  said  inhabitants  qualified  to  vote  in  town 
afiairs,  that  they  meet  together  at  such  time  and  place  in  said  plantation  as  by  aaid 
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wamuit  shall  be  appointed^  to  chooca  siidi  ^oflBoera  as  may  be  neeessaij  to  wat^gy  tha 
alEilrs  of  said  town ;  and  the  inhabitants,  being  90  mett  shall  be,  and  herebj  ace, 
powered  to  choose  said  oflloers  accordingly. 
Mardi  6, 1762, — By  the  Gorerocnr,  I  consent  to  the  enacting  of  this  Bill. 


Narraganset  No.  6  now  became  a  town ;  Temple  Town,  as  it  was  frequently 
written  for  serenil  years ;  the  origin  of  tho  name  is  not  known.  The  first  town 
meeting  was  held  May  4,  17G2,  and  the  town  officers  elected :  Al>cl  Iliiut, 
town  clerk ;  Zacchcos  Barrett,  town  treasurer;  Jasou  Whitney,  Joshua  Ilydc, 
Abner  Newton,  Selectmen.  The  proprietors  still  continued  to  manage  a  part  of 
tho  afl&irs,  tho  undivided  land  was  still  theirs,  and  i>oth  toirn  and  proprietors 
voted  about  tho  meeting-house  ahd  roads.  Tho  distinction  between  propriety 
and  town  did  not  apiiear  clear  in  their  minds.  Tho  proprietors  had  passed 
votes  and  offered  rewards  to  induce  settlers  to  come,  and  the  selectmen  were 
busy  making  warrants  to  ^  warn  out "  nearly  every  one  who  came  into-  town. 
Mr.  Joshua  Church,  who  bought  the  three  lots,  Nos.  42,  43,  44,  and  Susannah 
Ikfartin,  the  minister's  ^  maid  "  servant,  were  alike  notified  and  warned  to  depart 
forthwith  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  the  law.  And  the  town  officers 
were  notified  when  any  one  came,  thus :  — 

**  To  ths  Totcn  Clerk,  Sir  : 

I  *^  I  would  inform  you  that  Abijah  Kendall  of  Lancaster  caine  to  work  on  his  land  and 
I  took  him  into  my  house  on  ye  4th  dy  of  October,  17G5. 

*^  This  from  yours, 

^'Abel  Hnirr. 

"TKMFLET05,  Nov.  4,  1765.** 

Sept.  25,  1.765,  the  fourth  division  of  lots  was  made,  twenty  acres  being  the 
standard,  and  Oct.  29,  1777,  tho  fifth  division,  six  acres  tho  standard.  In 
1785,  about  900  acres  of  small  lots  of  land  still  remained  undivided,  and  it 
was  surveyed  and  sold  at  yeuduo  in  178G.  Tho  proceed:),  after  paying  tho 
debts,  were  divided  among  the  holders  of  the  original  rights,  giving  lis,  GcZ. 
to  each.  About  half  of  the  rights  were  bold  by  Charles  Baker  and  Joshua 
Wright  at  this  time.  Occasiouifl  meetings  were  held  until  February,  1817, 
when  they  voted  **to  adjourn. this  meeting  to  the  last  Wednesday  in  May  next, 
at  one  of  the  clock  in  the  aftcruoon,  then  to  meet  at  Lipha  French's."  And  when 
**May  next"  ftrrives  tho  old  heroes  of  the  Fort  and  Fight,  Chandler,  Houghton 
and  Longley,  who  found  land  hero  '^acomodable  for  a  township,**  will  meet  a 
host  of  their  descendants  at  Lipha  French's,  **  according  to  adjournment.*' 

The  records  of  tho.  proprietors  aro  in  the  archives  of  the  town  complete,  and 
a  parchment  '^plat*'  with  tho  location  of  the  first  and  most  of  the  second 
division  lots  and  some  of  tho  third,  which  is  evidently  tho  ^  great  plat^  mado 
by  Jonas  Houghton  in  1735. 
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The  whole^  number  of  acres  in  the  township,  according  to  the  surveys  of  tht 
lots  by  the  proprietors,  was  29,222. 

While  the  proprietors  were  closinjg  out  the  last  of  the  land  of  the  township, 
May  3,  1 786,  they  voted  that  •*  the  land  lying  near  the  meeting-house  for  a  bury- 
ing-place,  be  granted  to  the  town  for  that  use  and  purpose  forever**;  and  also 
voted  ^'thiit  the  common  land  by  the  meeting-house  be  granted  and  appropriated 
to  the  town  of  Templeton  for  a  common  for  their  use  and  benefit  as  such  to 
them  and  their  heirs  forever.**  Plans  and  descriptions  of  both  lots  are  in  the 
proprietors*  records. 

The  population  at  the  time  of  its  incorporation  was  about  three  hundred  ;  ia 
17G5,  three  hundred  and  forty*eight.  It  was  mostly  located  in  the  southerly 
and  westerly  or  Fhillipston  portion  of  the  town;  only  one  or  two  appe^ir  to 
have  located  to  the  north  of  Otter  Hiver,  Mr.  John  Stuart  being  qne  betweeii 
Baldwinsville  and  Otter  Biver  villa^^es.  Charles  Baker  settled  lot  81  in  tho 
westerly  part  of  Phillipston,  afterward  occupied  by  Lory  .Wilson  and  now  by 
H.  S.  Miner ;  Abner  and  Abraham  Sawyer  and  James  Carruth  in  the  easterly 
part  of  Phillipston ;  Dca.  Joshua  Wilder  in  the  south  on  Bumshirt;  Capt/ 
E^ekiel  Knowltbn  and  Noah  Merritt  in  the  south-east  part ;  Joel  Fletcher,  Tim- 
othy Halo,  Samuel  Osgood,  east  of  Baptist  Common ;  William  Oakes  near  Bald- 
winsville ;  Abner  Newton,  Nathaniel  Ilolman  and  John  Cobleigh  near  the  cen- 
tre. They  were  not  wealthy ;  most  of  them  sought  homes  where  their  wealth 
was  to  be  made.  They  had  a  meeting-house,  but  unfinished.  They  had  induced 
parties  to  build  a  saw-mill  and  corn-mill;  their  roads  were  paths  by  marked 
trees.  All  the  necessaries  and  conveniences  of  a  civilized  community  were  to 
be  provided,  as  well  as  to  clear  their  own  lots,  build  their  houses  and  raise 
their  subsistence.     A  large  part  of  the  land  was  held  by  nbn-residonts.  ' 

The  next  year,  17G3,  Nathaniel  Hoi  man  and  Charles  Baker,  agents  of  the 
town,  presented  a  petition  to  the  General  Court,  setting  forth  their  inability  in 
their  infant  state  to  defray  the  necessary  charges  of  the  town,  pay  their  miais- 
ter*8  salary,  and  finish  tho  meeting-house,  and  praying  for  a  tax  of  one  penny 
half-penny  on  each  acre  of  land  for  five  3'ears  successively,  for  those  purposes* 
The  Court  granted  a  tax  of  one  penny  for  two  years.  In  1764,  Charles  Baker 
petitioned  the  General  Court  in  behalf  of  the  selectmen  to  legalize  the  actions 
of  the  town  officers,  as  at  the  last  March  meeting  there  was  no  justice  of  the 
peace  in  the  town,  and  the  old  clerk  had  sworn  the  newly  elected  clerk,  and 
he  the  other  town  officers,  and  doubts  had  arisen  in  respect  to  their  legality^ 
The  Court  ordered  that  the  power  and  proceedings  of  the  assessors  be  good  and 
valid. 

Tho  town  voted  to  **8eat  the  meeting-house  by  the  last  valuation,**  and  that 
**the  people  move  out  of  the  seats  after  divine  service  according  to  the  dignity 
of  the  seats,  one  seat  at  a  time.** 

In  1763^  a  bridge  was  builtover  Otter  River  at  Baldwinsville,  by  Noah  Mer- 
ritt, and  in  1762  or  1763  it  seems  m  corn  and  saw  mill  were  built  on  Otter  Sivcry 
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whero  Mesura.  Tbompaon,  Pcrley  &  Waito's  chair  factory  dow  ataDda,  by 
Thomas  Sawyer  of  Bolton,  the  tuau  who  bailt  at  ^Jackson  Pood,''  and  hia  aoay 
Thomas,  of  Tcmpleton. 

The  town  was  divided  into  two  sides  or  squadrons,  the  cast  and  west,  by  the 
Bumsbirt  and  Trout  Brook,  and  warrants  for  meetings  were  made  in  duplicate 
to  constables,  each  to  warn  his  side,  and  in  17G4  voted  that  it  be  divided  iu  tho 
tame  manner  for  schools,  which  undoubtedly  laid  the  foundation  for  a  division 
of  the  town. 

A  great  many  roads  were  laid  out.  During  the  first  ten  years  the  amount  of 
money  raised  for  roads  was  £783 ;  for  schools,  £201 ;  for  town  charges,  £135 ; 
and  in  nearly  the  same  proportions  for  many  years  afterwards. 

The  west  part  of  the  town  was  much  inconvenienced  by  their  distance  from 
meeting.  Tho  meeting-house  was  not  located  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  but 
on  a  spot  that  taturally  offered  the  best  situation  to  the  proprietors  as  they 
entered  the  town  from  the  east,  following  up  the  Nashua  River  and  its  branches 
to  Westminster,  and  thence  through  what  is  now  tho  southerly  jiart  of  Gardner, 
by  Mr.  A^  Bancroft's  pail-factory,  across  Otter  River  by  tho  **pole  bridge** 
about  one  hundred  rods  above  the  road  now  leading  to  the  pail-facttiry ; 
thence  through  Fartridgeville  over  Ladder  Hill,  to  tho  west  edge  of  tho  ridge 
where  it  slopes  rapidly  to  the  valley  of  Trout  Biook;  and  tho  location  of  a 
meeting-house  in  a  valley  would  not  have  been  ^  orthodox  "  in  those  days,  but 
an  indignity  to  the  most  high  hills.  The  minister  was  permitted  to  preach  iu 
the  west  part  of  the  town  three  or  four  times  during  the  winter  for  somo  years 
if  he  chose.  In  1771  a  warm  contest  appears  to  have  taken  place  at  a  town 
meeting.  Motions  were  made  to  set  off  the  west  part,  to  build  a  meetiug-bou$Q 
in  the  west  part,  then  to  move  the  meeting-house  into  tho  centre,  but  all  passed 
in  the  negative ;  but  tho  town  voted  £G  \Zs.  Ad.  to  provide  preachiug  in  tho 
west  part  for  that  year.  It  Wiis  an  **  irrepressible  couQlct." 
.  Jan.  23,  1773,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  Gcner;:l  Court  representing: 
••That  tho  town  of  Tcmpleton  is  so  situated  that  one  house  for  public  worshijii 
will  in  no  wise  serve  the  whole ;  that  the  west  part  of  said  Templctm  is  now 
considerably  filled  with  inhabitants,  and  consists  of  the  first  settlers  ia  said 
Tcmpleton,  and  praying  for  a  separate  precinct,  to  bo  composed  of  tho  west 
part  of  Tcmpleton  and  the  east  part  of  Athol.**  Tho  petition  was  dismissed  ; 
but  the  people  were  in  earnest,  and,  tho  following  June,  renewed  their  petitiou 
and  asked  for  a  committee  to  repair  to  Tcmpleton  iind  Atliol,  which  was  granted, 
and  the  committee,  after  an  examination  of  the  situation,  reported  in  favor  of 
the  petition.  Feb.  16,  1774,  a  part  of  Tcmpleton,  with  a  part  of  Athol,  was 
incorporated  as  a  precinct.  The  dividing-lino  ran  thus;  ''Beginning  at  tho 
Hublxirdston  line,  where  Burnshirt  stream  runs  out  of  Templctoa  ;  thence  run* 
ning  up  said  stream  to  a  maple  tree,  being  the  southerly  corner  of  Second 
Division,  lot  No.  47  ;  thence  running  north  30^  west  to  New  Brook,  so  called  ; 
thence  down  the  brook  to  Royalston  line ;  thcnco  west  to  Athol  line,  being,  the 
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north-west  corner  of  Templcton."  Several  persons  living  near  the  dividing- 
line  were  allowed  to  clett  which  precinct  they  would  belong  to,  and  their  elec- 
tion has  m:ido  the  dividing-line  between  Templcton  and  Pbillipston,  which  is 
the  same,  quite  irregilrlar.  Oct.  20,  1786,  the  second  precinct  was  incorpo- 
rated into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Gerry,  and  the  legal  connection  of  the  people 
of  the'  two  parts  was  separated,  yet  in  many  respects  they  have  remained  one 
people. 


CHAPTER  n. 

THE  OPENING  BEVOLUpTION  —  ACTION  OF  THE  TOWN -^  ALARM  MEN  —  FINANCIAL 
PRESSURE  AFTER  PEACE  — SECOND  WAR  WITH  ENGLAND  —  BEGINNING ;  OF 
MANUFACTURES  —  CHAIR  BUSINESS  —  WATER-POWER  —  RAILROADS  —  CHl^RCH 
HISTORY  —  VARIOUS  DENOMINATIONS  —  SCHOOLS  —  LIBRARIES  —  MILlfABT 
RECORD  —  WAR  OF  SECESSION  —  ORGANIZATIONS. 

The  Revolutionary  conflict  broke  upon  the  people  while  they  were  clearing 
their  fields  and  preparing  their  homes.  A  town  meeting  was  hold  Doc.  31, 
1772,  *'to  lay  before  the  Town  the  Proceedings  of  the  Town  of  Boston  with 
regard  to  our  Charter  Rights  and  liberties,"  &c.,  and  at  **  A  very  full  Meeting 
held  that  day,  after  reading  a  Pamphalet,  it  was  put  to  Vote  whether  the  Town 
of  Boston  has  stated  our  Charter  Ri']:hts  with  the  lufrinTOments  on  them  in  a 
piropixjr  light,  — and  it  Passed  in  the  Affirmative  by  a  very  Great  Mnjority,— 
not  one  Dissenter.**  ^ 

A  committee  of  correspondence  was  chosen  and  continued  during  the  vrau 
In  1774  the  town  chose  Jonathan  Baldwiu  to  represent  them  in.  the  .General 
Court  to  be  held  at  Salem.  Esquire  Baldwin  was  an  energetic,  public-spirUed 
man,  who  came  from  Spencer  about  1767  or  1768  and  .bought  largely  of  land 
where  the  vilK^ge  of  Baldwinsville  now  stands,  bcariiig  his  name,  lie  owned 
the  mills  there  that  had  been  erected  by  the  Sawyers,  and  represented  the  town 
several  times. 

In  1774  the  town  chose  a  committee  to  provide  provisions  for  our  spldieirs  in 
case  they  should  be  called  to  go  out  to  battle.  It  seems  that  provisions  wero 
provided,  for  May  1,  1776,  the  General  Court  granted  £18  9«.  GcZ.  to  the  select- 
men of  Templcton  in  full  for  their  account  for  provisions  supplied  the  army. 

At  a  town  meeting  Sept.  15, 1774,  a  committee  was  chosen  **  to  wait  on  John 
Locke  to  see  if  ho  would  oblige  the  town  with  a  copy  of  his  confession  which 
be  did.** 

John  Locke  seems  to  have  given  offence  by  the  expression  of  Toryish  opin-^ 
ions  and  feelings ;  and  having  sent  in  his  confession,  it  was  entered  on  the 
records  by  the  enraged  people.    Several  others  also  were  called  on  for  confea- 
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sioDS,  wliicli  were  furiiUbcil,  but  9oon  after  an  nrticlo  was  in  tho  warmnt  ''to 
if  the  town  will  adhere  to  the  faw  in  tho  eomltict  of  tho  meeting!*,'*  nnci  it  {Miaaed 
in  the  affirmutiTo.  July  30,  177G,  it  was  voted  to  give  up  the  written  con- 
fessions. 

^  Tbts  Boll  contains  the  travel  ds  service  of  Capt.  Ezekiel  Knowlton  and  the  militia 

Men  under  his  Command  in  Col.  Nathan  Sparhawk*s  Begiment,  who  ia  consequence  of 

an  Alarm  on  the  19lb  day  of  April  lost  marched  fVora  Tcmpleton  in  the  Conoty  of 

Worcester  to  Cambridge  for  the  defence  of  this  Colony  against  the  Ministerial  Troops. 

Capt.  Ezek  Knowlton,  1st  Lieut.  Silas  Cutler,  Sergs.  Phin  Wright,  Sam.  Fisk,  Pani 

Eager ;  Corps.  Ebon.  Goodriclge,  Jona.  Horton,  Seth  Dean ;  Privs.  James  Carruth, 

Thomas  Howard,  Jos.  Norton,  Noah  BIcrritt,  Sam.  Mixer,  Joseph  Rice,  Enoch  Sawtell, 

nervey  Sawtell,  Ellas  Sawyer,  Silas  StODC,  Benj.  Wesson,  Jon.  Wheeler,  Israel  WhiU 

comb,  Jona.  Wittington,  Eben.  Wright,  Abia  Ball,  Jona.  Ilolman,  Silas  Church,  John 

Atwbod,  Jr.,  Jonas  Brace,  David  Cranson,  Bobert  Ilolden.  Jona.  Jackson,  BenJ.  Jones, 

Wm.  Linckun,  Edin  Stone,  Ezra  Whitoomb,  Sam.  Willington,  ^ 

*^  Jany.  4,  1776.  Signed  &  certill^  "by  Capt.  Kuowlton.  In  Council,  March  25th, 
177.0.- 

*^  Bead  and  payment  ordered. 

"£45  5f.  9d.- 

—  {ISLUary  Records  at  State  Htnise)^  "  Lesiugton  Alarm,''  Vol.  12,  158. 

The  following  from  the  ** Court  Records'*  will  illustrate  the  condition  of 
the  m^n :  **Tho  General  Court  on  pctitioaof  Ebcnczor  Wright  that  he  eng-.i^fcd 
in  the  public  service  upon  tho  alarm  in  the  month  of  April  1775,  nnd  -actQ;illy 
marched  toCumbridgo  with  a  considerable  numl)cr  of  bis  fellow-^soldicra  frcun 
Tcmpleton,  who  refused  to  enlist  and  further  engage  in  the  service  unless  they 
could  bo  provided  with  some  articles  of  clothing  and  blankets  of  which  they 
were  dcstitutp,-  and  accordingly  being  desired  by  tbo  officers  as  well  as  by  tho 
soldicfs  themselves,  your  petitioner  left  Cambridge  and  spent  eight  days,  with 
great  diligence,  in  procuring  and  carrying  to  said  soldiers, said  necessar}'  cloth- 
ing and  blankets,  and  your  petitioner  thinks  himself  justly  entitled,  on  account 
of  the  expense  of  his  pwn^  time,  of  his  horse^  and  necessary  charges  to  the 
reward  of  £8.** 

The  House  granted  £2  8^9. 

The  town  afterwards  voted  to  funifs!!  each  soldier  with  a  blanket. 

In,  1775  Ciipt.  JoelPletchcr  eomninndcd  a  company  in  Col.  Doolittlo's  rogi- 
mentp  James  Bigelow  enlisted  April  26  from  Tcmpleton.  Capt.  Jonathan 
lloln^n  also  oommanded  a  company  in  Col.  Doolittle*s  regiment,  and  Jolm 
AtwoiQ^  and  John  At  wood,  Jr.,  enlisted  from  Tcmpleton,  June  3d. 

On  Capt.  E.  Knowlton's  muster-roll  for  Nov.  30,  1776,  three  months'  ser- 
vice, are  the  following  names  from  Tcmpleton  :  Asaph  Drown,  Joseph  Knowlton, 
Oliver  Wyman,  Daniel  Davis,  Ephraim  Shattuck,  William  Ilud'-on.  In  1779 
these  men  were  in  ths  service :  Salmon  Whitney,  Timothy  Metealf,- John  Pi{)er, 
John  Adams,  George  Farrow,  Bannister  Maynard.  In  1780,  Edward  Kelly. 
Gapt.  John  Bichordson  also  commanded  a  company  some  time  during  the  war. 
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Capt.  JacTc  (as  be  was  familiarly  called) ,  the  father  of  Capt.  John  Richardson/ 
was  an  enthusiastic  military  officer,  and  delighted  in  attending  musters.  He 
liycd  to  become  so  feeble  that  his  children,  with  whom  he  lived,  thought  it 
imprudent  for  him  to  go  to  a  muster  one  fall,  and,  in  order  to  prevent  hts 
going,  hid  the  reins  to  the  harness,  and  his  hat.  Habits  of  military  discipline 
did  not  allow  him  to  be  diverted  by  such  trifles.  He  hitched  the  old  horse  in^ 
the  wagon  and  started,  reinless  and  hatlcss,  for  the  common.  Seeing  his 
determination,  the  reins  and  hat  were  brought  out,  and  he  wtfs  driven  up  by 
an  attendant.  Coming  on  to  the  common,  as  the  troops  were  drawn  up  in  line, 
the  commanding  officer  recognized  him  ;  arms  were  presented,  and  the  old  hero 
rode  down  the  line  amid  the  cheers  of  the  people. 

The  depreciation  of  tlie  currency,  towards  the  close  of  the  war,  led  to  con- 
ventions and  towns  *^  stathig  prices,^  and  Mr.  Thomas  White  was  chosen  to 
attend  a  convention  at  Concord  in  October,  1779.  The  town,  as  usual,  ex*  < 
pressed  their  opinion,  for  his  guidance,  —  *Uhat  salt  and  rum  were  too  high,  in 
proportion  to  mutton,  veal  and  lamb,  which  this  town  are  of  the  opinion  are  too* 
low;  for  although  four  shillings  a  pound  seems  to  make  a  sound,  what  is  it? 
Why,  it  is  cheaper  than  it  was  even  when  our  currency  was  looked  upon  equal 
to  silver.'*  The  tDwn  afterwards  ** stated"  some  prices:  Laborers  in  hus- 
bandry, £2  145.  per  day;  women's  labor,  £2  per  week;  a  good  commoii 
dinner,  14^. ;  New  England  flip  (or  toddy)  15^.  per  mug ;  Indian  corn,  £3  12s. 
per  bushel.  ^ 

In  an  inventory  of  Abner  Sawyer's  estate,  appraised  Dec.  25,  1779,  a  yoke 
of  oxen  were  £300 ;  six  cows,  £600 ;  one  pair  of  boots,  £30 ;  one  suit  of  blue 
clothes,  £162. 

In  1786  the  town  petitioned  the  General  Court  to  gAint  relief  by  niiaking  all 
property  a  tender,  in  payment  of  executions ;  also,  for  a  bank  of  paper  money. 

In,  1785  a  portion  of  the  town,  lying  on  the  east  side  of  Otter  River,  was 
taken  off  on  the  incorporation  of  Gardner.  The  town  c6nscnted  to  the  divisioii, 
and  587  acres,  by  the  proprietors'  survey,  was  taken  off.  Probably  there  were 
no  inhabitants  on  this  tract  at  the  time,  though  it  is  said  that  the  first  person 
that  lived  in  Templeton  was  a  trapper,  who  lived  on  the  east  side  of  Ottef 
Biver,  near  the  house  formerly  occupied  by  Lafayette  Coleman. 

Capt.  John  Richardson  and  Mr.  Joel  Grout  wei*e  delegates  to  the  Convention 
of  1779-80 ;  Qipt.  Joel  Fletcher  to  the  Convention  of  1787,  to  ratify  the  Con- 
stitution  of  the  United  States.  Capt.  Ezekicl  Knowlton,  Col.  Sila^  Cutler,  and 
Capt.  Leonard  Stone  were  leading  men,  and,  with  those  above  mentioned; 
represented  the  town  on  important  occasions  during  the  remainder  of  the 
century. 

In  1790  the  fifth  Massachusetts  Turnpike  Corporation  was  incorporated  by 
the  Legislature  — ^  its  road  running  through  this  town,  which  added  much  to  its 
convenience  and  business. 

The  new  century  began  with  the  same  pastor  of  the  first  parish,. but  bis  labors 
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wcro  8000  closed  bjr  bis  death,  which  occurred  Nor.  25,  1805,  after  an  illnow 
of  a  few  days,  at  the  ago  of  sixty-seTeo.  Serious  differences  had,  at  iinios, 
existed  between  Mr.  Sparhawk  nnd  many  of  bis  people ;  but  tbcir  mutual  gofid 
sense  overcame  them  all.  The  parUb  and  town  bad  been  the  same  up  to  about 
this  time,  when  the  connection  was  severed  in  1806.  The  same  year  the  parish 
selected  Bcv.  Charles  Wellington  to  succeed  Mr.  Sparhawk,  and  be  wss 
ordained  Fob.  25,  1807.  Soon  a  new  meeting-house  was  built  near  tbe  old 
one, — a  largo  and  fine  church,— >  which  was  dedicated  Sept«  9, 1811,  and  a  bell 
placed  in  the  tower,  to  call  the  people  together.  Musical  instruments  were 
introduced  in  church,  by  vote  of  the  town,  in  1804. 

The  second  war  with  Groat  Britain  w:is  not  popular  with  the  people  of  the 
town,  and  a  memorial  to  the  President  was  voted,  against  it.  Several  persons 
were  in  the  army,  during  the  war,  from  this  town ;  for  instance :  Herman  Part- 
.  ridge,  Thomas  Richardson,  and  James  Crocker,  for  somo  time. 

LUtle  had  been  done  in  manufactures  Ix^yood  the  supply  of  the  wants  of  the 
people.  Mr.  Silas  Sawyer  had  a  grist-mill  at  the  south  part  of  the  town,  below 
Mr.  Wilkinson's,  and  a  saw-mill  at  the  same  place.  Eden  Baldwin  bod  a  grist- 
mill and  saw-mill  at  Baldwiusville.  At  the  cast  part  of  the  town  the  saw  ajud 
grist  mill  of  John  Simonds  had  gone  to  decay ;  an  oil-mill,  where  C.  N.^  John- 
son's toy  and  wagon  factory  now  is,  was  also  in  ruins.  About  this  time  a  Mr. 
Cambridge  had  a  clothicr*s  factory  at  Otter  Biyor  Village,  and  soon  after  Mr. 
Nathan  Smith  had  some  machinery  for  carding  at  the  same  place.  These  were 
the  manufacturing  establishments  of  the  to>vn,  except  the  hand-loom  and 
wheel. 

In  1813  Joel  Fales  came  from  Walpolo,  bought  ouj/  tbe  mills  of  John 
Simonds,  repaired  tbe  saw  and  grist  mill,  and  commenced  business.  He  soon 
put  another  run  of  stones  in  the  grist-mill.  Mr.  Fales  and  Artemas  Br9wn 
bought  tbe  Brooks  mill  at  the  Flood-wood,  and  sot  it  up  opposite  the  house  of 
Mrs.  George  Sawjer,  afterwards  owned  by  Moses  M.  Ga^o  and  Greorge  Sawyer. 
Soon  after,  Mr.  Fales  erected  another  shop  near  the  spot  now  occupied  by 
J.  G.  Fales  &  Co.,  and ,  copmenced.  the  mjinufacture  of  scythes,  whicb  was 
carried  on  several  years.  He  also  had  a  small  furnace,  and  did  some  casting 
of  wagon  boxes  and  other  small  articles.  Ho.  bad  a  trip-hammer,  and  engaged 
in  themanufacture  of  hoes,  which  was  carried  on  quite  extensively,  in  company 
.with  his  son,  Otis  P.  Fales.  His  son  Joel  G.  began  to  turn,  chair-stock  in  the 
saw-mill.  Mr.  Fales'  eptorpribing  character  gave  a  name  to  the  village,  whicb 
it  retained  for  a  long  time. 

It  ^as  about  1820  that  the  cb<>ir  business  was  begun  in  this  town.  Mr. 
NewoU  Day  had  a  shop  on  the  west  side  of  the  reservoir  pond,  opposite  the 
house^  of  Mr.  Isaac  Lufkio,  wiicre  he  made  wood-seat  chairs.  Peter  Pierce 
made  chairs  south  of  the  meeting-house,  on  Pierco's  Brook,  near  where  Mr. 
Leander  Lclaud  formerly  manufactured  shoe-pegs  and,  measures,^  and  tbe 
Xeland  cider-mill  now  stands.     $tephen  Osborne  and  a  Mr.  Kilbum  made 
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cbatrs  at  Baldwihsvillo ;  Geo.  \Y.  and  Augustus  Jones  at  Partridgcville. 
There  were  from'  twelve  to  fifteen  men  engaged  in  tlio  chair-business,  including 
the  painters.  The  pobt^,  stretchers,  and  spindle?,  for  the  chairs,  were  split  out 
of  logs,  theu  shaved  into  octagonal  forih,  hefiire  being  put  in  the  turning-hithe. 
The  farmers  busied  themselves  in  the  winter  season  in  sjettinii:  out  this  stock 
for  the  turners.  In  1825  Mr.  Jonalhan  Whitney  bought  ou£  Newell  Day^  and 
carried  on  (he  business  for  many  years,  and  Day  went  to  Otter  River,  where 
be' made  chairs  for  some  time.  A  smtill  turning-shop  stood  on  the  reservoir 
dam  at  East  Templetort  at  the  time.  About  1827  or  1828  Mr.  Whitiiey  began 
to  make  flag-scat  chairs,  and  they  l^ecame  popular.     The  chairs  were  finished, 

•  and  sent  about  the  country  to  dealers,  by  the  manufacturers.  Since  that  time 
cane  or  rattan  has  hocn  introduced  in  the  seating  of  chairs,  and  the  business 
has  become  the  leading  pursuit  of  the  people  of  the  town. 

The  principal  water-power  is  located  near  the  boundary-lines  of  the  tOwn. 

*  At  Baldwinsville,  to  the  north  part,  is  the  largc^st  water-power*  in  town.  On 
Otter  River,  at  Johesville,  or  Otter  River  Villaue,  about  two  miles  above,  is 
another  extensive  water-power.  The  next  in  extent  is  on  Mill  Brook,  at 
Falesville,  or  E:ist  Templeton,  in  the  east  part.  Trout  Brook  furnishes  a  e6n- 
siderable  water-power  one  mile  trest  of  the  Common,  and  Burnshirt,  at  tho 
southerly  phrt  of  the  town.  At  BaMwihsvillo  the  grist  and  saw-mill  of  Caj^t. 
Bald\tin  gave  place  to  the  large  lumber-factory  of  Col.  Oilman  Day  and  E. 
Sawyer,  and  that  to  the  extensive  chair  manufactory  of  Thompson,  Pcrley  & 
Waite,  who  also  occupy  another  mill-site  below.  Smith,  Day  &  Co.  and 
L.  Gi*eenwood  &  Co.,  also  manufacture  chairs  at  Baldwinsville.     At  East 

'  Templeton  Fales  &  Iligly  bought'  the  saw-mill  of  Joel  Fales,  aud  made  (Chairs, 
rind  were  fifucceed(?d  by  Parker,  Jennison  &  Co.,  and  Parker,  Sawyer  &*(5o., 
W.  Greenwood  &  Co.,  and  R.  McLean  &  Co.,  and  at  present  the  business  is 
carried  on  by  V.  P.  Parkhurst,  J.  G.  Fales  &  Co.,  A.  S.  Ilodge,  and  the' East 
Templeton  Chair  Company.  The  manufacture  of  pails  and  lubs  vras  formerly 
carried  on  by  Ca|1t.  Joseph  Davis  at  Baldwinsville,  aqd  at  East  Templeton  ,by 
T.  T.  Greenwood  &  Sargeant.  Furniture  was  manufactured  by  Deia.  Beiij. 
Hawkes  on  Trout  Brook,  and  now,  at  the  same  place,  by  Bourn  k  Brooks,  at 
Eiist  Tdmplcton  by  T.  T.  Greenwood,  and  at  Baldwinsville  by  E.  Sawyet  &  Co. 
The  manufacture  of  children's  carts,  wagons,  cS;c.,  was  begun  by  C.  N.  John- 
son: in  East  Templeton  in  1858,  and  is  now  carried  on  extensively  by  him  at 
East  Templeton,  and  at  Baldwinsville  by  Baker  &  Wilson.  II.  $  J.  M. 
Partridge  made  chairs  for  many  years  at  Partridgeville,  now  occupied  by 
v.  P.  Parkhurst.  A  lar/:?e  woolen-mill  was  erected  at  Otter  River  in  1828 
by  Samuel  Dadman,  William  Graham  and  Dr.  Howe.  This  was  burned,  and 
a  stock  company  formed,  in  which  Dadman,  Graham,  Col.  A.  Lee,  and  Charles 
Church  were  large  stockholders ;  but  it  was  sold  out  after  some  years,  and  the 
business  continued  by  the  Jones  Manufacturing  Company.  It  has  been  run  by 
several  parties  since  1840,  at  intervals,  but  has  been  vacant  several  years. 
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The  Otter  RiTer  Compony  erected  a  froolen-mill  on  the  site  of  the  CSuo|)cr 
Sawyer  saw-niill,  and  have  done  a  lai^o  business  in  the  manofiictaro  of  horse- 
blankets.  At  nddwinsTille,  Sroall,  Gould  &  Co.  began  the  nanufuftare  of 
sheathing  and' roo6ng- papers  in  1875«  and  continue  to  manufacture  itIaiTveiy. 
W.  L.  Mcrritt  manufactures  window-shades.  For  several  years,  Lee  &  Steams 
did  a  large  business  at  pressing  palm-leaf  hats,  nowdiscontinued.  A.  FeaseiH 
den  &  Co.  manufactured  friction-matches.  Saw«miIIs  have  l)cen  erected  in 
many  places  where  there  are  none  now.  Two  saw  and  one  shingle  mill  stood 
on  Beaver  Brook  thirty  years  ago,  two  on  Trout  Brook,  White  or  Sawyer's  on 
Bumshirt,  George  W.  Jones's  on  Mill  Brook,  and  Underwood  s  on  a  little 
stream  north  of  East  Templeton ;  these  have  I>een  allowed  to  go  to  decay  foi* 
laidc  of  business.  .  The  ancient  forests  have  been  transformed  into  houses  and 
furniture,  and  now  the  supply  of  hard-wood  lumber  for  the  chair-factories 
comcs^mostly  from  Vermont.  The  rapid  growth  of  white  pine  set*ms  to  sup- 
ply  the  funiiture- factories,  and  large  quantities  have  been  made,  into  pails  and 
tubs.  A  hemlock-tree  that  is  on  the  corner  of  Gardner  and  Wincbcndon  !*troQts, 
near  the  foundry,  was  a  line-tree  in  1789,  and  mentioned  by  the  selcetn^eii  in 
their  certificate  of  the  pe.rambulation  of  the  town  lines  of  Templeton  and 
Wincheudon.  It  is  now  a  vigorous,  healthy  tree,  twenty  inches  i:i.  diameter  ;- 
it  must  be  over  one  hundred  yo:irs  old. .  .Another  hemlock  stands  easterly  of 

Ladder  Hill,  that  was  the  corner  of  lot -96  when  laid  out  in  1735.     About 

*  ■  ■        ■•■  ... 

1830  Mr.  Thomas  Parker  built  a  foundry 4it  Jonesville,  afterwards  occupied  by 
Otis  Warner,  Lord  &  Walker,  and  for  several  years  past  by  Lord  &  Stone^ 
large  manufacturers  of  stoves  and  castings. 

In  1825  John  Boynton  began  the  manufacture  of  tin-ware  at  Templeton 
Centre,  and  continued  for  many  years,  when  he  became  associated  with  Mr. 
David  Whitcomb  for  several  years.  Mr.  Boynton  was  succeeded- by  Col. 
Henry  Smith,  and  subsequently  Mr.  Whitcomb  by  William  Smith.  The 
business  was  continued  by  Sroiib  &  Jaquith  until  1877,  when  Mr.  Smith 
retired,  and  the  business  was  removed  to  Gardner,  and  carried  on  by  Jaquith' 
&,Bicbar(}9on.  • 

,  Mr.  Boynton  became  a  man  of  considerable  wealth,  and  was  the'  founder  of 
the  Free  Institute  of  Industrial  Science  at  Worcester. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Bowkcr  and  Merrick  Ainsworth  manufactured  boots  exten- 
sively  at  Brooks  Village  for  many  years,  and  W.  L.  Bowkcr  until  his. factory 
was  burned  in.  1862.  Mr.  F.  T.  Lamb  has  been  a  manufacturer  of  boots  Ju 
towi^  for  about  thirty  years.  Maynard  &  Fisk  have  manufactured  carriages 
fqr  a  long  time  on  tbo  common.  Moses  Chamberlain  began  the  harness, 
business  in  1827,  and  still  makes  them.  Potash  was  made  by  Aaron  Jones 
about  the  beginning  of  the  century,  and  afterwards  by  Lipha  French.  About 
1804  William  Jennison  began  the  manufacture  of  hats  just  east  of  the  common, 
and  the  business  was  continued  at  the  same  place  by  several  persons,  and 
lastly  by  J.  ]\|.  Waite,  who  removed  to  Amherst  iu;  1872. 


RELIGIOUS  RECORlS.  405 


Tanning  was  carried  onf  ma^iy  years  by  Benjamin  Reed,  west  of  the  common, 
and  afterward  by  Israel  Sil)loy  at  the  same  place,  and  by  Mr.  Newton  at  BalcT- 
wiusville,  and  by  Mr.  Bush  and  Daniel  Swan  at  East  Templeton,  and  aften^litds 
by  Warren  Smronds  and  a  Mr.  Putnam.  No  tanning  is  done  iff  town  now. 
In  1879  there  are  in  the  town  nine  saw-nViIIs,  two  grist-mills^  nine  chai^ 
factories,  -three  furniture  factories,  two  toy  and  wagon  shops,  two  woolen  and 
ono  window-shade  factory,  one  machine-shop,  one  foundry,  and  one  paper-mill. 

Roads  Were  a  necessity  to  the  early  settlers,  and  the  improved  methods  oj^ 
conveyance  have  received  much  attention  from  the  people.  A  committee  was 
chosen  in  1825  to  assist  in  the  survey  of  a  canal  ordered  by  the  State.  ?'In 
1835  a  railroad  throu^^h  the  town  was  amtated.  The  town  acted  in  favor  df 
the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  Railroad.  After  it  was  chartered,  an  attempt 
was  made  to  locate  it  through  Winchcndon  instead  of  Templcton,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  Col.  Artemas  Lee,  Capt.  Joseph  Davis,  Joseph  Mason,  Col.'Gilman 
Day,  and  Col.  Leonard  Stone  was  chosen  by  the  town,  and  money  was  appro- 
priated to  secure  the  location  through  this  town,  which  was  Buceessful. 
Several  other  projects  have  been  formed  at  timed.  April  9,  1870,  the  town 
voted  to  subscril>e  $50,000  to  thd  stock  in*  Ware  River  Rdilvoad,  one-half  to  bo 
taken  in  first-mortgage  bonds.  The  contractbrs  failed,  the  stock  became  worth- 
less, and  the  bonds  were  sold  in  1873  at  half  price,  or  for  $12,500. 
'  The  first  parish  continued  under  Mr.  Wellington  until  failing  health  and 
strength  rendered  assistance  necessary,  which  was  supplied  from  time 'to  time 
by  different  persons  for  several  years  until  Jan.  13,  1847,  when  Rev.  Edwin 
G.  Adams  was  ordained  as  colleague.  Sunday,  Dec.  9,  1855,  Mr.  Adanks 
preached  an  historical  discourse  iii  commemoration  of  the  one  hundredth  anni- 
versary of  the  formation  of  the  First  Congregational  Church.  Rev.  X)r. 
Wellington  assisted  in  the  services.  This  discourse  was  published  in  1857^' 
with  an  appendix  containing  a  very  valuable  historical  sketch  of  the  church' 
and  town.  Mr.  Wellington  continued  to  be  the  senior  pastor,  and  attended 
the  services,  ]as4ie  was  able,  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Aug.  8, 1861,  at 
the  age  of  eighty-one  years,  completing  almost  a  century  since  Mr.  Sparhawk 
Was  ordained.  Thanksgiving  Day,  187G,  the  several  societies  in  town  united 
in  one  service,  and  Mr.  Adams  read  the  discourse  preached  by  Mr.  Sparhawk 
•  in  1776,  the  manuscript  having  been  preserved.  Rev.  E.  G.  Adams  contidued 
in'  the  pastorate  until  his  death,  which  occurred  May  10,  1877,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-^ve;  and  Oct.  31,  1878,  Rev.  A.  C.  Nickersori  was  installed. 

The  Baptist  Meeting-house  was  moved  in  1840  to  a  spot  near  Baldwinsville, 
and  again  to  a  central  i)osition  in  the  village,  where  it  has  been  fitted  up  in  i\ 
neat  and  tasty  manner  with  a  tower  and  clock,  forming  an  ornament  to  the  town. 

April  11,  1832,  the  Trinitarian  Society  was  organized,  and  built  their  inik^t- 
ing-houso  at  the  northerly  end  of  the  common  in  1833.  Rev*  Lemuel  P.  Bates 
was  installed  the  same  year,  who  remained  until  1837.  Rev.  Lewis  Sabiu  was 
installed  Sept.  21,  1837,  ami  remained  until  his  resignation  in  1872,  Septem* 
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ber  24,  aftor  a  i)a8torate  of  thirty*five  years.    IIo  died  June  10,  1873t  «!  liie 
age  of  sixty^six. 

Rot.  Cliarles  White  was  ordained  }n  1878^  and  remained  aboofc  three  yearst 
'when  ho  resigned.     Since  that  time  there  has  been  no  settled  pastor. 

In  1873  another  Trinitarian  Society  was  organized  at  Bald winsville,  and  Ber. 
J.  P.  Broad  ordained,  who  remained  about  four  years,  and  there  has  been  no 
settled  pastor  since. 

A  Methodist  society  was  organized  in  1843,  and  built  a  church  in  1844,  n 
little  south  of  the  comtuou.  Meetings  wero  held  only  occasionally  for  several 
years  after  1848,  and  the  church  was  moved  to  East  Templeton  iv  1859,  and 
rebuilt,  and  preaching  has  bccu  maintained  there  since. 

In  1842  a  Universulist  society  was  organized,  and  met  in  the  town  halK 
Bev.  Gerard  Bu^hnolI  was  the  only  regular  nunister  the  society  had.  No 
meetings  have  been  held  for  several  years. 

The  Second  Advent  ideas  fouud  many  believers  in  1843,  and  meetings  of 
that  persuasion  were  held  for  several  years  in  East  Templeton.  A  church 
was  oiganized  in  1853,  with  Bev.  C.  R.  Griggs  of  Westborough,  pastor,  who 
preached  a  part  of  the  time  until  about  1857 ;  meetings  have  becA  held  only 
occasionally  since. 

In  1854  a  Cajtholic  church  was  built  at  Otter  River^  and  a  society  gathered 
by  Bev.  Mr.  Gibspn,  who  officiated  two  or  three  years  afterwards  on  occasional 
Sundays.     For  sevenil  years,  regular  services  have  been  held  at  the  church,; 
and  a. parsonage  erected. 

I'hcrc  is  no  record  of  any  schools  until  after  the  incorporation  of  the  town. 
Money  was  raised  for  schools  in  17G3»  and  always  after.  .The  town  w^s 
divjidcd  in  1764  into  two  squadrons,  and  a  committee  to  see  that  each  was 
accommodated  with  schools,. which  were  kept  in  privuto, houses,  and  at  length 
the  town  built  houses.  ,  The  school  divisions  were  sometimes  designfited  as 
classes  until  the  district  system  became  establis|ie<3«  which  continued  pntil, 
abrogated  by  the  Legislature  in  18G9,  when  the  town  took  posses;i$iou  of  all  tl^p 
district  property,  appraised  at  $11,879.32.  The  town  has  alwjiys  manifested  a 
commendable  degree  of  interest  in  its  schools,  and  voted  what  appeared  ta 
them  a  liberal  amount  of  money  for  their  support.  In  1855,  the  tpjvnhavinga 
sufficient  population,  established  a  high  school,  which  was  kept  two  term^  each 
year  for  several  years,  then  three  terms,  and  for  several  years  past  four  terms, 
one  in  each  of  the  principal  villages.  With  the  exception  of  a  single  term, 
the  first  year,  it  has  been  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  II.  F.  Lane,  whose  thorough 
and  skilful  methods  of  teaching  have  raised  the  school  to  a  degree  of  ezcel^r. 
lenco  rarely  attained. 

Some  time  in  the  early  history  of  the  town  a  library  was  established,  owned 
by  individuals,  called  the  Templeton  Union  Library  Association.  In  1779  the 
right  of  Abn^r  Sawyer  was  appraised  at  £d^  The  books  were  distributed 
among  the  shareholders  about  .fifty  years  ago. 
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In  1854  a  librjiry  society  was  organized  in  East  Templcton,  and  now  has  .800 
volumes.  Village  libraries  are  also  found  at  Baldwinsville  and  Otter  River, 
and  all  the  Sabbatb  schools  of  all  the  religious  societies  have  a  similar  provi- 
sion. In  accordance  with  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1843,  all  the  school- 
districts  were  furnished  with  school  libraries  prepared  by  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, but  they  have  fallen  into  disuse.  In  1834  Dr.  George  Shattu(*k  of  Boston 
presented  the  town  with  five  shares  in  the  Boston  Athenoeum,  with  the  annual 
ussessQieut  paid.  The  valuable  2)rivilege  of  taking  books  is  allotted  by  the 
selectmen  each  year. 

.  June  1,  1868,  David  Whitcomb,  Esq.,  of  Worcester,  gave  the  town  $4^000, 
in  the  name  of  his  old  busihess  associate  and  friend,  John  Boynton,  to  establish 
and  maintain  a  free  public  library  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  bf  said  town,' to 
l>e  called  the  Boynton  Library.  Its  provisions  required  a  portion  of  the  income 
to  be  added  to  the  principal  until  it  became  $5,000,  and  evci^  to  remain  at  that, 
the  income  to  be  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  books.  The  library  was  opeiied  to 
the  people,  Augui»t,  1873,  and  now  numbers  2,200  volumes,  with  ample  pro- 
vision fcjr  its  increase.     It  has  been  largely  patronized. 

In  1858  aii  Agricultural  Library  was  established  by  private  subdcriptionSt 
and  is  now  incorporated  with  the  Boynton  Library. 

Militaiy  companies  existed  in  town  until  about  1852.  First  the  •*  Troop,**  a 
cavalry  cbmpauy  which  was  composed  of  men  from  Templeton,  WiuChendon, 
Ikoyatston,  Athol  and  Phillipaton.  The  company  usually  met  four  times  a  year 
in  the  several  towns  alternately,  and  numbei*ed  about  seventy-five  men.  There 
were  two  militia  companies,  the  uoilh  and  south,  for  a  long  time,  until  in  1814 
a  rifle  company  was  formed  and  the  south  militia  disbanded.  The  rifl^  com- 
pany existed  until  about  1838,  and  another  volunteer  company,  the  Cadets, 
was  formed' in  1844,  which  trained  eight  or  nine  j'ears. 

Templeton  Common  was  the  muster-field  for  a  long  time  for  the  troops  in 
this  vicinity,  and  muster-day  the  gala-day  of  the  year.  The  quartermaster 
came  the  day  before,  and  with  a  cord  and  hoe  marked  out  a  little  furrow  on 
which  the  line  was  to  be  formed,  beginuing  near  the  hotel  at  the  south  end  and 
running  along  the  east  side  of  the  common,  about  six  yards  from  the  fence,  as 
f:ir  us  Dea.  Hawkes*  house.  The  troops  were  formed  on  this  line,  exercised  in 
the  n^anual  by  the  officer,  broke  into  column  by  companies,  marched  around 
tlie'commou,  formed  into  line  again,  broke  into  column  for  inspection,  were 
indl>ected,  marched  in  review,  formed  square,  listened  to  prayers  and  were 
dismissed.  In  the  afternoon  a  mock  fight  closed  the  exercises  and  festivities  of 
the  day. 

No  military  organization  existed  in  the  town  after  the  disbanding  of  the 
Cadrts  until  18G1.  On  the  breaking  out  of  the  Rebellion  a  meeting  of  citizens 
was  held  to  express  their  feelings  on  the  subject.  A  town  meeting  was  called 
on  the  20th  of  April,  and  the  town' resolved  to  raise  a  voluuteer  military  com- 
pany, and  to  furnish  a  uniform  to  each  citizen  of  Templeton  who  should  onlistt 
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and  in  case  they  were  called  into  service  to  make  up  the  pay  to  one  dollar  per 
day,  and  to  pay  one  dollar  per  day  for  drilling.  A  company  was  formed,  with 
George  P.  Hawked  as  captain.  The  organization  not  agreeing  with  the  United 
States  regolations,  the  company  was  reorganized  under  the  President's  c:ill,  and 
left  town,  July  19,  for  camp  at  Worcester,  being  joined  to  the  21st  Regiment 
M.  y.  M*  The  comimny  left  Worcester  fur  the  seat  of  war  August  23,  joined 
the  Bumside  expedition,  and  continued  in  the  service  until  the  close  of  the 
war.    Fifty-three  of  these  men  were  from  Templeton. 

In  September,  1861,  Company  I  of  the  25th  Regiment  was  oiganixed  in 
Templeton;  went  to  camp  at  Worcester,  October  1,  where  it  was  mustered 
into  service,  October  8,  and  V.  P.  Parkhutst  elected  captain.  This  comiiany 
had  thirty-four  men  from  Templeton ;  and  left  Worcester,  October  30,  for  the 
seat  of  war ;  served  in  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and  was  discharged  Oct.  20, 
1864. 

Company  D  of  the  36th  Regiment  was  organized  in  Templeton  in  August, 
1862,  under  Capt.  Amos  Buflum,  who  had  served  six  months  before.  Tho 
company  contained  thirty-one  men  from  Templeton.  They  went  to  the  field 
in  the  fall  of  18G2,  remaining  till  the  campaign  of  18G4,  where  Capt.  Buffum 
was  killed,  June  18,  in  the  assault,  on  Peterbburg.     The  company  served  until 

the  close  of  the  war. 

•  •  • 

^Company  6,  5dd  Regiment,  nine  months*  troops,  commanded  by  Capt.  C. 
W.  Ashley  of  Gardner  and  Lieut.  C.  W.  Upbam  of  Templeton,  was  organized 
September,  18G2 ;  it  contained  forty-three  men,  and  was  in  service  in  Louisi- 
ana and  in  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson  until  the  surrender,  when  it  returned 
home  and  was  mustered  out  September  12,  having  suffered  the  most  severe 
losses.  Most  of  the  volunteers  from  Templeton  were  in  those  four  compnniesi 
a  few  being  scattered  through  other  regiments.  The  whole  number  from  thp 
town  in  the  army  during  the  Rel>ellion  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-three.  A 
full  and  quite  complete  recoinl  of  the  service  of  every  man  from  this  town 
bos  been  made  by  Rev.  Gerard  Bushuell,  for  many  years  the  town  clerk,  and  is 
in  the  records  of  the  town.  , 

A  lodge  of  Free  and  Accepted  Masons  once  existed  in  the  town,  but  was 
dissolved  in  1843,  and  its  funds,  amountiug  to  $400,  given  the  t^owu  in  trusty 
the  income  to  be  distributed  in  charitable  purposes.  In  1827  Mr.  Jehii 
Richardson  left  a  fund  for  charitable  purposes.  In  1854  a  large  Know- 
Nothing  Lodge  was  formed.  Several  Good  Templars'  and  other  tem|)er- 
ance  orsranizations  have  been  oriranizcd  from  time  to  lime.  In.  18ti9. 
Ericsson .  Post,  No.  109,  Grand  Army  of  tho  Republic,  was  organized  uit 
East'  Templeton,  and  still  continues.  In  1879  a  lodgq  of  Kuights  of  Honor 
was  instituted. 

The  population  of  the  town  in  1875  was  2,7G4.  The  business  and  population 
of  the  town  is  principally  located  in  the  villages  of  Templeton,  East  Temple- 
ton, Oltcr  River  and  Baldwinsville,  each  of  which  has  a  post-office.         , 
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The  town  of  Upton  is  situated  iil  the  south-east  part  of  Worcester  County, 
It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  Westborough  and  Ilopkinton,  on  the  mst  bv 
Hopkinton  and  Milford,  south  by  Meudou  and  Northbridge,  and  west  by 
Grafton.  The  town  contains  thirteen  thousand  and  eighty-four  acres.  Tho 
noHhern,  ensterti,  and  central  parts  are  quite  hilly  and  rocky ;  the  south  par$ 
plain  land,  with  light  soil.  West  River  runs  nearly  the  whole  length  of  the 
town,  rising  in  the  oast  or  north-easterly  part  of  Grafton,  joining  the  Ceiitrb 
Brook  near  the  south  part  of  tho  town,  and  running  through  Northbridge  and 
Uxbridge,  entering  tho  Blackstone  River  in  the  east  part  of  Uxbridge.  War- 
t^ii  Brook  is  quite  a  stream,  rising  in  the  high  lands  between  Westborough  anq 
Upton,  and  joining  West  River  at  West  Upton.  The  Centre  Brook  rises  on 
the  extreme  north-west  point  of  Hopkinton,  and  runs  through  the  centre  of  the 
town.  This  Hrook  takes  its  rise  only  a  few  rodd  from  White  Hall  Pond  in 
Hopkinton,  whose  waters  flow  into  Concord  River.  On  the  east  part  of  the 
town  is  a  btanch  <if  Mill  River,  taking  its  rise  in  Long  Pond,  a  sheet  of  waier 
in  the  westerly  part  of  Hopkinton.  This  stream  forms  the  boundary  line 
between  Upton  and  Milford  for  quite  a  distance.  The  ponds  of  Upton  are 
Pratt  Pond,  very  beautifully  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  containing 
sotne  forty  acres,  and  Zacbery  Pond,  which  is  much  smaller,  and  is  situated  in 
the  south-westerly  part  of  the  tbwn.     West  River  runs  through  Zacbery  Pond. 

Prior  to  the  settlement  of  Upton  by  the  whites,  it  was  occupied  by  the  Kipmuck 
tribe  of  Indians.  Two  of  their  famous  seats  overlooked  nearly  the  whole  town«. 
one  being  on  Misky  Hill,  Mendon,  and  one  on  George's  Hill  in  Grafton.  West 
River  and  its  branches  were  a  famous  resort  for  fishing  for  the  whole  Nipmuck 
tril>e.  This  town  was  the  great  thoroughfare  for  the  Indians  in  passing  from  one 
part  of  their  country  to  the  other.     Our  older  inhabitants  remember  meeting  in 
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their  youths  wandering  parties  of  this  tribe  as  thoy  strolled  on  their  fray  from 
thciir  wigwams  in  Mendon  to  others  in  Grafton  or  that  vicini^.  '  Most  of  these 
stragglers  were  of  a  mixed  race,  Indian  and  negro,  always  happy  if  their 
wants  for  bread  and  cheese,  and  particularly  cider,  were  gratified.  The  leader 
of  one  pf  those  strolling  bands  was  Sarah  Boston,  whoso  fiitber  was  a  fbll- 
blooded  negro,  and  whoso  mother  was  pure  Indian.  The  lather,  as  tradi- 
tion says,  was  a  slave  in  Boston,  and  was  purchased  by  a  citizen  of  Grafton. 
Sarab  will  long  be  remembered:  tall,  more  than  six  feet  in  height,  straight 
as  an  arrow,  weight  over  two  hundred  pounds,  with  a  roandabout  jack^ 
fitted  on  to  petticoats,  all  surmounted  by  a  man*s  largo  hat :  as  she  passed  slie 
was  the  observed  of  all  observers,  always  polite  and  lady-like  when  well  treated, 
but  woe  to  the  unlucky  wight  who  dared  to  insult  her. 

^Bets  Hendrick,**  a  full-blooded  Indian,  was  another  noted  character;  small, 
but  straight  and  lithe  as  a  panther.  No  one  who  ever  saw  her  will  forget 
the  glance  of  her  sharp  gray  eye;  kind  if  well  treated,  hut  quick  to  resent  an 
injury.  She  and  Sarah  Boston  were  always  together,  and  frequently  with  them 
was**Deb  Brown,^  another  full-blooded  Indian  from  Ilulden.  When  death  put 
an  end  to  the  wanderings  of  these  three,  few  Indian  tramps  were  afterwards  seen 
in  this  vicinity.  Another  noted  character,  that  resided  with  the  lodians,  was  a 
full-blooded  negro  by  the  name  of  Simon  Robinson.  He  used  to  boast  that  he 
was  a  **  Guinea  Nigger.**  Tall,  welUformcd,  and.  a  perfect  gentleman,  always 
polite,  never  descending  to  buffoonery,  with  a  fair  education,  ho  always  pre- 
ferred to  Jive  in  the  old  cabin,  in  a  sunny  spot  in  the  open  woods.  A  few  days 
before  he  died,  he  was  visited  by  some  of  his  neighbors,  who  found  him  quite 
ill ;  and  they  suggested  his  removal  to  the  almshouse  near  by,  where  ho  would 
be  well  cared  for.  His  reply  was  characteristic  of  his  race  :  ^Nomassa,  please 
let  old  Cuff  die  in  the  cabin ;  can't  breathe  in  the  big  white  house.**  And  his 
wishes  were  gratified.  An  attendant  was  furnished  him,  and  in  a  few  days  he 
breathed  his  last  in  the  old  cabin,  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  where  the  spring 
flow<ers  bloom  eai'liest.  He  remembered  his  early  home  ia  Africa,  and  was 
always  fond  of  describing  it.  At  one  time  he  was  a  body-servant  to  an  officer  ' 
in, the  Revolutionary  army,  and  well  remembered  Generals  Washington  andr 
Lafayette. 

Upton  was  set  off  from  Mendon,  Sutton,  and  Hopkinton.  The  first  settlers 
of  the  south  part  of  the  town  came  from  Mendon,  but  the  east  part  of  the  town 
was  settled  by  people  from  the  towns  near  Boston.  Some  of  the  first  settlers 
were  John  Hazelline,  David  Batcbelor,  Jonathan  Wood,  Isniel  Taft,  John 
Sodler,  William  Johnson,  John  Bromley,  William  Green,  Benjamin  Perham, 
Samuel  Nelson,  Stephen  Denny,  Samuel  Watkins,  Marshall  Baker,  Samuoh 
Works,  Samuel  Eeeks,  John  Warficld,  Wilson  Rawson,  Robert  Tyler,  Matthew 
Taft,  Peter  Holbrook,  Stephen  Teuney,  Thomas  Palmer,  Msitthew  Lockoy, 
Ebenezer  Fiske,  Jonas  WaiTcu,  Ephraim  Whiting,  Josiah  Pease  and  others.- 

Israel  Taft  was  ,a  grandson  of  Robert  Taft,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers- 
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of  MendoD.  Peter  Holbrook  of  Mendon,  deeded  the  lands  where  the  West  Part 
Mills  now  stand*  to  bis  son  Peter,  as  early  as  17 12.  Peter,  Jr.,  at  once  erected  a 
grist  and  saw  mill  there,  which  has  been  maintained  to  the  present  day.  —Mat- 
thew Taft,  in  1728,  settled  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  taking  his  deed  from 
the  overseers  of  Harvard  College.  Many  of  his  descendants  emigrated  to  Ver- 
mont. The  Fiskes  also  settled  in  the  east  part  of  the  town,  building  a  o^ill  on 
the  site  of  the  present  Fisko  mills. 

The  Forbu^hes,  Whitneys  and  Warrens  settled  the  north  part  of  the  towD, 
the  Perhams,  Ilolbrooks  and  Hazeltine,  the  west  part,  and  Marishall  Saker 
and  David  Batchelor,  what  is  now  called  Mechanic  Street.  Jonathan  Ward  ana 
Josiah  Pease  took  the  centre,  with  the  Sadlers  east  of  them.  The  names  of  Ilazcl- 
tine,  Bronily,  Denny,  Watkins,  Work,  Reeks,  Warfield,  Tylet,  Palmer  and 
Pease,  so  far  as  Upton  is  concerned,  are  extinct ;  no  descendants  bearing  their 
pame  lacing  in  town. '  Some  of  them  removed  to  other  parts  of  the  country, 
and  of  others  the  family  name  has  wholly  died  out.  The  largest  settlements 
for  a  long  time  were  in  the  south  part  of  the  town,  those  in  the  tebtre  being 
quite  rare  till  more  recently. 

Upton  was  incorporated  June  25,  1735.  The  act  of  incorporation  was  folv 
mally  passed  June  14,  1735,  O.  S.,  in  the  following  words  :  — 

^*  WIierecLS^  the  ont  lands  of  the  several  towns  of  Sutton,  Uxbrldge,  Mendon  and 
Hopkinton  are  completely  filled  with  Inbubltants  who  labor  under  difQculties  by  reas<m 
of  their  remoteness  from  places  of  Public  Worship  in  said  towns,  and  have  tberenpon 
addressed  this  Court,  that  they  may  be  set  oflT,  and  vested  with  all  the  powers  and  priv«^ 
ilcges  that  other  towns  are  vested  in  in  this  Province :  Be  it  therefore^  enacted  by  Us 
Excellency  the  Governor,  Council  and  Ret)rescntativcs  in  General  Court  assembled,  add 
by  authority  of  the  same,  that^  all  lands  in  tbe  aforesaid  towns,  containing  in  the  whole 
twelve  thousand  nine  hundre<l  and  forty-three  acres,  together  with  one  hundred  and 
forty-one  taken  off  from  Jphn  Rockwood*s  farm,  be,  and  hejreb}'  are  set  off  intoadisthowt 
and  separate  township  by  the  name  of  UptonJ 


n 


In  three  days  after  the  passing  of  this  bill,  the  Hou.se  of  Representatives 
ordered  ^  that  Mr.  John  Hazeltine,  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  said  town^ 
in  the  County  of  Worcester,  be,  and  hereby  is  fully  authorized  and  empoWei*ed-' 
to  assemble  the  Freeholders  and  other  qualified  voters,  as  soon  as  may  bd,  in 
Qomc  convenient  place,  to  make  choice  of  town  officers,  to  stand  until  the  Anni- 
versary meeting  in  March  next.**  On  the  28th  of  July  following^  the  fii'St  town 
meeting  was  holden,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  at  the  house  of  Mri 
John  Sadler.  John  Hazeltine,  Esq.,  was  elected  Moderator  at  this  meet* 
](ig,  and  tbe  selectmen  and  other  officers  were  elected,  which  gave  the  first 
impulse  to  the  o|)erations  of  this  infant  member  of  the  body  politic. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  town,  some  of  the  lands  were  called  ^ledsef^  and 
some  common  **  ktuds.**  Why  they  were  so  called,  and  in  what  manner  the  incuoK-^ 
bnmce  to  which  they  were  lawfully  subjected  was  removed,  may  be  important. 
Edward  Hopkins  gave  by  will  £500  sterling,  to  be  invested  in  housds  and  lands 
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io  New  England,  the  income  of  which  was  to  be  given  to  Honrard  Colle^. 
This  was,  with  the  interest,  amounting  in  all  to  £800  sterling,  giren  to  twenty- 
one  trustees,  the  money  to  be  paid  in  1715.  In  this  year  the  Hopkins  irustcos 
petitioned  the  Legislature  for  leave  to  purchase  Maguncog  of  the  Natick  Indiuos, 
which  was  granted,  and  the  land  so  purdio^ed,  tcigether  with  a  tract  of  land 
lying  between  it.  and  Sutton,  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Hopkiuton. '  In 
1716,  the  General  Court  freely  gave  to  the  trustees  of  the  legacy  of  Ednsird 
Hopkins  all  the  Province  lauda  contained  within  the  town  of  Hopkinton,  to  bo 
appropriated  to  the  purpose  of  the  trust.  Both  tracts  of  Lind  amounted  to 
about  25,000  acres.  In  1735,  3,000  acres  of  this  leased  land  was  set  oiF  to 
Upton.  In  171G.tbo  trustees  agreed  upon  the  term  of  these  leases,  which  were 
to  run  ninety-nine  3'ears  from  the  25th  of  March,  1723,  and  the  tenants  were 
to  pay  ^n  annual  rent  of  tbix^epence  per  acre  during  that  time,  and  not 
exceeding  ninepence  an  acre  after.  And  the  trustees  agreed  to  pay  three- 
quarters  of  the  Province  taxes.  But  this  arrangement  was  not  satisfactory  to 
either  party :  not  to  the  trustees,  for  the  Province  taxes  consumed  all  the 
cents ;  not  to  the  tenants,  because  the  leases  contained  no  covenant  that  they 
should  be  renewed  for  the  benefit  of  the  original  lessees,  their  heire  and  assigns. 
In  1741  the  General  Court  passed  an  act  reducing  the  i-ent  to-  one  penny 
sterling  an  acre  for  the  remaining  ninety-nine  yeor8,and  securing  to  the  tenanta- 
the  right  of  renewing  their  leases,  at  an  annual  rent  not  exceeding  threepence 
sterling  an  acre  for  ever  after.  From  that  time  to  the  year  1832  much  con- 
troyeray,  litigation  and  hard  feeling  were  had  concerning  this  leased 
land.  It  entered  into  politics  and  affected  the  election  of  town  officers^ 
and  especially  representatives  to  the  General  Court.  On  tbe  22d  of  March, 
1832,  a  resolve  was  passed  authorizing  the  payment  of  $8,000  from  the  State 
treasury,  on  condition  that  tbe  tenants  should  raise  such  further  sum,  in 
addition  to  the  $8,000,  as  the  trustees  would  acce[)t  in  full  diacbarge  of  all 
claims,  in  law  or  in  equity,  against  the  Commonwealth  and  against  the  tenants,. 
The  trustees  jBubsequently  consented  to  receive  the  sum  of  $200  in  addition  to  ! 
the  graiit  of  the  State,  and  that  sum  was  promptly  paid  by  the  tenants  on  the 
fourth  day  of  October,  1832,  and  full  releases  were  executed  on  that  day  by  the. 
trustees  to  tbe  Commonwealth  and  the  tenants.  Accordingly  these  lands  aT6 
free  as. are  the  other  lands. .  Thus  ended  a  controversy  that  at  one  time  seemed 
disastrous  to  the  tenants. 

There  are  no  records  showing  when  the  Congregational  church  was  organiased 
in  Upton,  but  probably  soon  after  the  organization  of  the  town ;  for  on  the 
18th  o;f  August,  1735,  the  church  gave  Mr.  Thomas  Weld  a  call  to  become 
their  pastor.  This  call  he  accepted,  and  was  ordained  Jan.  4,  1738.  The 
town  propqa^ed  to  give  him  a  settlement  of  £150  old  tenor,  as  it  was  called, . 
being  about  $66.66  federal  money,  and  a  salary  of  ,$38.60. 

^mong  the  first  acts  of  the  town  was  to  erect  a  niectin;;-bouse.     Nov.  10, 
173|5,  the  town  resolved  to  build,  and  the  site  selected  was  ucar  the  *^olcl 
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borying^ground,''  on  the  farm  dnd  near  the  dwelling-house  now  owned  arid 
occupied  by  Nabum  B.  Hall,  one'  mile  south  of  the  centre  of  the  town; 
Hie  dimensions  were  to  be  40  feet  in  leni^th  and  35  feet  in  width.  At  this 
meeting  one  hundred  pounds  were  raised  to  defray  In  part  the  expense ;  but  the 
bouse  was  never  completely  finished.  Five  years  elapsed  licfore  it  was  all 
glazed,  and  twelve  yeafs  before  there  was  a  pulpit.  For  a  long  time  rough 
boards  were  used  for  seats  in  the  place  of  pews.  Ad  new  settlements  t^ere 
made  in  different  sections  of  the  town,  serious  objections  were  made  to'  the 
kication  of  the  meeting-hduse.  The  first  move  was  to  ascertain  the  exact 
centre  of  the  town.  This  was  found  to  bo  on  the  plain  south-west  of  PrattPond. 
Three  sites  were  selected  as  suitable  situations  for  the  church, — one  in  the  centlre 
of  the  town,  one  Where^  tho  present  common  is,  and  one  on  the  hill,  about  half- 
way between  the  west  village  and  the  centre*  Meeting  after  meetiugwas  held 
without  coming  to  any  definite  result.  The  town  at  length  voted  to  refer  the 
subject  to  a  disinterested  committee,  and  agreed  to  abide  their  decision.  Th!i 
committee  selected  were  Capt.  Edward  Davis  c)f  Oxford,  Hezekfah  Rice  of 
Framingham^  Col.  Oliver  Wilder  of  Lancaster,  Maj.  Daniel  Heywood  of 
Worcester  and  Capt.  Caleb  Hill  of  Douglas.  At  the  next  town  meeting,  June  24/ 
1 7 Gl,  the  town  voted  to  rescind  the  vote  calling  said  committee,  and  at  the 
same  meeting  voted  to  let  the  present  house  stand  for  seven  years,  and  then 
build  a  new  house  on  the  present  common.  '  ' 

After  a  cessation  of  arms  for  seven  years.  May  22,  1768,  the  following 
action  was  had : — Will  the  town  now  proceed  to  move  the  meeting-house' to 
the  spot  agreed  upon  June  24,  1761?  Voted  in  the  negative.     Will  the  town 
divide  into  two  separate  parishes?  Voted,  no.   Will  the  town  raise  a  ci^mmf ttee 
who  shall  give  us  their  advice  in  Our  present  divided  state?  Vbted  in  the  affiriD^>' 
ative.     The  committee  were  Jonathan  Livermore  of  Northborough,  Samael' 
Reed  of  Uxbridge,  William  Jennison  of   Mendon,  and  Hezekiah  Taylor  of 
Grafton.      This  committee  met,  and  after  patient  hearing  made  a  rcpoit  In 
thofoUowing  words : — ^^ Having  taken  into  serious  consideration  yoiir  complaints^ 
and  your  different  opinions,  and  after  a  very  patient  hearing  of  all  parties  so, 
deeply  ccmcerned,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  it  will  b6l>est  for  the  inhabitanfs' 
of  this  town  to  let  their  meeting-house  remain  where  it  now  is ;  being  fulljr. 
satisfied  that  the  town  will  be  divided  into  two  parishes  before  many  years.. 
All  therefore  being  duly  considered  we  thus  judge.** 

After  this  decision  little  was  said  about  moving  the  old  house,  but  much 
about  dividing  the  town  into  two  parishes ;  much  about  building  a  now  bouse, 
and  the  spot  where  it  should  stand.  More  meetings  followed,  but  all  to  no 
purpose.  On  almost  every  page  of  the  town  records  this  warfare  is  kept  • 
up.  Finally,  in  1770,  the  majority  of  the  town  voted  to  build  a  hew  housOf 
to  be  located  on  the  spot  where  the  present  common  is  now,  and  agreed  with  ' 
Col.  Ezr^  Wood  to  build  the  same.  In  1821^  a  general  repair  was  made  of 
the  same  and  a  belfry  added  to  it.    This  house  stood  until  1849,  after  the 


414  TOWN  OF 


i.^* 


erection  of  the  present  beautiful  and  commodious  edi6ce  on  tbo  west  side  of 
the  common,  wbon  it  was  sold  to  D.  B.  Fiske,  Elsq.,  who  dmnolisbed  tbo  belfry 
and  removed  tbe  main  building  to  near  tbe  old  mill,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
common,  where  he  made  a  fine  ball  in  tbe  upper  part,  and  fitted  tbe  ground 
floor  for  offices.  Some  years  ago  it  was  sold  to  tbo  town,  who  now  use  it  for 
town  purposes*    It  is  now  known  as  tbo  Waverley  Building. 

Tbo  Congregational  Church  continue  to  worship  in  tlio  house  erected  in  1B4S, 
and  dedicated  in  1849;  tbe  dedicatory  Eemion  being  given  by  the  yenetaUo 
Rev.  Benjamin  Wood.  December  31st,  service  was  held  in  the  old  church  for 
the  lust  time,  tbe  sermon  by  Rev.  Benjamin  Wood:  text,  John  iv.  20,  ^Our 
fathers  worsbipi)cd  in  this  mountain."  The  new  and  present  bouse  was  dedicated 
Jail.  3,  1849.  Sermon  by  Rev.  B.  Wood:  text.  Psalms  Ixu  4,  ^I  will  abide  in 
Iby  tabernacle  forever."  ^  • 

'  The  pastors  of  that  society  have  been  the  following :  Rev*  Thomas  W<^kl, 
ordained  Jan.  4,  1738,  and  dismissed  in  1744.  He  afterwards  was  installed  in 
Middleborougb,  Mass.  He  soon  left  that  place  and  entered  the  army  in  the 
French  war  in  the  capacity  of  chaplain,  and  died  while  iu  service.  .  After  tbo 
dismissal  of  Thomas  Weld,  tbe  first  candidate  employed  was  Nathaniel 
Tucker;  the  second  was  Silas  Brett;  the  third  was  Ezekiel  Doyle.  To 
each  of  these  gentlemen  a  call  was  given  to  settle,  but  neither  of  them  was 
ordained.  In  1750,  application  was  made  to  Eliaha  Fish  to  preach.  On  tbo 
28tb  of  January,  1751,  be  received  a  call,  and  was  ordained  Judo  5,  175K 
He.  died  Aug.  6,  1795,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  bis  age  and  the  forty-fourth 
of  bis  ministry.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Emmons,  D.D.,  preached, bis  funeral  sermon. 
Sir.. Fish  was  born  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College. 

In  June,  1795,  Rev.  Benjamin  Wood  preached  for  the  first  time  in  Upton. 
He  received  a  call  from  tbe  church  on  tbe  17tb  of  December  of  tbe  same  year 
to  be  their  pastor.  On  tbe  31st  of  tbe  same  month  the  town,  as'semblcd  to  s^ 
if  they  would  concur  with  the  church.  Tbe  records  read  thus:  '*  Voted  unan- 
imously to  unite  with  the  church  in  calling  Mr.  Benjamin  Wood  to  the  worfc 
of  tbe  ministry  in  this  place,  and  give  him  two  hundred  pounds  for  a  settle- 
ment, and  eighty  pounds  annually  for  encouragcmont  and  support  to  settle 
with  us."  Fifteen  years  after  bis  settlement  the  town  added  forty  pounds  to- 
his  salary,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  be  received  an  annual  salary  of 
$iOO.  Mr.  Wood  died  April  24,  1849,  aged  seventy-six,  in  the  fifty-third' 
year  of  bis  ministry.  Rev.  A.  H.  Tracy  of  Sutton  preached  his  funeral  ser- 
mon :  text  from  Acts  viii.  2,  ^  And  devout  men  carried  Stephen  to  his  buriaU 
and  made  great  lamentations  over  him." 


Mr.  Wood  was  born  in  Lebanon,  N.  H.,-  Sept.  15,  1772,  and  was 
the  youngest  but  one  of  twelve  childr^en,  ten  of  whom  lived  to  adult  years. 
Hi*»  parents  removed  to  Lebanon  from  Mansfield,  Conn.,  at  the  time  of  its 
early  settlement,  while  yet  a  wilderness.     Three  of  their  seven  sons  became 
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ministers.  The  eldest,  Rev.  Samuel  Wood,  D.  D.,  settled  in  Boscaveen, 
N.  H.  Benjamin  prepared  for  college  under  bis  brother  Samuel,  and  entered 
Dartmouth  at  the  age  of  sixteen.  lie  graduated  in  1793.  lie  commenced  the 
study  of  theology  under  his  brother,  alid  completed  his  preparation  for  the 
ministry  ^vith  Rev.  Dr.  Emmons  of  Franklin.  After  the  death  of  Jlr.  Wood,  the 
Rev.  William  Warren  was  called.  He  was  installed  Nov.  11,  1^49,  and  dis- 
missed April  29,  1856.  This  gentleman  was  a  native  of  Maine  and  a  grad- 
Bate  of  Bowdoin  College. 

Rev.  Andrew  J.  Willard  was  ordained  April  30,  1857 ;  dismissed  July  8, 
1865.  Mr.  Willard  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  a  graduate  of  the  Vermont 
University.  He  is  now  a  physician,  practising  in  Burlington,  Vt.  Rev. 
Spencer  O.  Dyer  supplied  the  pulpit  from  Nov.  20,  1865,  to  Nov.  20,  1870. 
Rev.  John  E.  M.  Wright  was  installed  Nov.  15,  1871 ;  dismissed  March  ^1, 
1875.  Rev.  Frank  J,  Marsh  was  ordained  Jan.  26,  1876.  Mr.  Marsh  is 
still  preaching.     Ho  is  a  native  of  Leominster  and  a  graduate  of  Ainherst.  . . 

There  was  a  religious  oi^nization  formed  in  1770,  called  the  Baptists  or 
Christians.  They  had  no  church,  but  worshipi>cd  in  halls  and  in  school-houses. 
Elder  Boise  was  their  first  minister;  but  not  far  from  1720  Sio^eon  Snow 
was  called,  accepted  and  was  ordained.  He  preached  several  years  and  theo 
removed  to  Vermont. 

After  Mr.  Snow  came  Elder  Sawyer  and  Elder  Smith.  Soon  after.  Elder 
Dexter  BuUard  preached  several  years.    He  was  an  able  and  effective  minister^ 

After  Elder  Bullard  left,  the  society  became  weak,  and  was  merged  in 
the  First  Unitarian  Society  of  Upton,  which  was  organized  in  1846.  They 
erected  a  church  in  the  centre  of  Upton,  whi(rh  was  dedicated  in  18l!8.  Rev. 
William  C.  Tenny  was  the  first  regular  preacher,  but  left  in  1849.,  and  is  upw 
living  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Mr.  Tenhy  wa6  succeeded  by  Rev.  George  S.  Ball, 
who  has  been  their  minister  from  that  time  unti!  the  present,  with  the  exception 
of  some  two  years,  \Then  he  was  at  Plymouth,  and  some  eighteen  months  ho 
was  chaplain  of  the  twenty-first  regiment  in  the  kite  civil  war.  Mr.  Ball  isa 
gniduate  of  Meadville  Theological  School. 

In  the  years  1873  and  1874,  Hon.  William  Knowlton  built  a  fine  church  in 
West  Upton,  the  use  of  which  he  has  given  to  the  Unitarian  Society.  In  the 
)'ear  1874,  the  proprietors  of  the  Unitarian  Society  sold  their  church  in  the 
centre  to  the  Roman  Catholics  for  $5,000.  They  still  worship  in  it.  Father 
Barrett  of  Grafton  is  their  spiritual  adviser.  A  Methodist  Society  was  formed 
in  1873.  Their  first  preacher  was  Rev.  N.  B.  Fisko.  He  labored  with  them 
three  years ;  succeeded  in  building  a  church.  His  successor  was  Rev.  John 
Short,  and  he  was  followed  by  Rev.  Mr.  Hubbard,  their  present  mmister. 

There  was  a  Universalist  Society  formed  March  9,  1825t  but  it  became 
merged  into  the  Unitarian  Society  in  1847. 
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80HOOL8  AND  UBRART  —  MTUTABT  mSTOBT  —  WAB  OF  SEOESStON  —  AG»- 
CULTURE  —  lIANUFACTUnES  -—  BOOTS  AND  SHOES  —  BCTLLS  —  STRAW  dOODS 
—  POLITICAL  CONNECTION —>  POPULATION  AND  STATISTICS. 

Some  of  the  first  acts  of  the  town  were  concerning  schools.  Tie  records 
show  that  in  some  of  the  first  years  of  their  political  existence  they  raised 
money  for  such  purposes.  For  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years  they  havo  main- 
fained  an  efficient  high  school ;  and  the  one  now  keeping  is  quite  flourishing 
under  the  core  of  Stephen  H.  Snow. 

The  town  also  established  a  free  public  library  in  1874,  which  now  contains 
some  thirteen  hundhed  volumes.  About  two  years  after  its  establishment 
Hon.  William  Knowlton  gave  the  town  a  donation  of  $500  to  purchase  lK>ok8; 
and  much  interest  has  since  been  taken  to  replenish  it  with  neir  ones.  William 
Knowlton  &  Sons  havo  quite  a  large  private  library  in  their  manufactory  al 
West  Upton,  established  for  the  benefit  of  their  employes. 

The  early  records  of  the  tcjwn  wore  poorly  kept,  and  are  badly  defaced. 
We  know  by  tradition  only  that  she  did  her  duty  on  all  trying  occasions,  and 
furnished  her  quota  of  men  in  all  the  great  struggles  for  liberty.  Sho  was  well 
represented  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars^  Two  or  more  at  least  of  Putoam'^s 
Bangers  were  citizens  of  Upton.  They  entered  early  into  the  Bovolutionary 
contest.     March  26, 1770,  the  following  resolves  were  passed  unanimously :  — 

*^  Therefore,  Resolved,  That  we  will  treat  with  contempt  all  those  persons  that  do  con- 
tinae  to  import  goods  from  Great  Britain  contrary  to  the  non-importdtion  agreement ; 
an4.that  we  will  look  upon  sach  men  with  detestation,  who,  for  the  sake  of  their  own 
private  interest,  are  willing  to  reduce  their  posterity  and  their  country  to  a  state  of 
abject  slavery. 

*'  Tliereforey  Besolved,  That  we  will  not  purchase  or  drink  any  fpreign  teas  until  the 
revenue  acts  are  repealed,  and  that  we  will  discountenance  in  our  families  the  wearing 
of  or  using  any  foreign  superfluities,  and  that  we  will  use  ever}'  lawful  method  in  our 
pow^  to  encourage  our  own  tnanufactures." 

Upton  fumidhed  her  full  quota  in  the  Revolution,  and  also  in  the*  war  of 
1812-14.  To-day  three  widoi^rs  are  receiving  pensions  for  services  ren- 
dered by  their  husbands  in  the  war  of  1812, — those  of  Samuel  King,  Hosea 
Trumbull  and  Lambert  Pierce. 

In  the  war  of  the  Bcl>ellion,  Upton  was  early  in  the  field.  Five  of  her  sons* 
served  in  the  3d  battalion  of  rifles,  being  mustered  in  May  ]9,  1861 ;  namely, 
WilliantH.  Aldrich,  H-  X-  Brad ish,  Silas  Dunn,  George  E.  Cbilds  and  Charles 
K.  Stoodard.  Upton  was  credited  with  one  hundred  and  ninety*two  soldiem 
furnished  for  the  liebellion ;  and  twenty-eigbt  residents  .of  Upton  were  credited  * 
to  other  towns.     The'  late  Arba  T.  Wood,  who  did  good  service  as  recruiting 
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officer  for  Upton,  claimed  that  the  town  enlisted  and  put  into  the  war  tiro  hun- 
dred and  thirty  effective  men.  No  large  nt;$inbGr  were  enlisted  at  any  one  time, 
so  the  town  was  represented  in  almost  all  of  the  regiments.  She  had  men  in 
the  2d  regiment;  in  the  7th,  9tb,  13th,  15th,  16th,  17l4i,  18th,  19th,  20th,  2l8t. 
22d,  25th,  26th,  2Sth,  32d,  34th,  36th,  39th,  42d,  51st,  57th,  5Sth,  6l8t;  In 
2d,  4th  and  5th  Cavalry,  in  the  3d  and  4th  Heavy  Artillery,  in  the  3d  bat- 
talion of  Biflemen,  in  the  7th  Battery,  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  in  the 
2d  company  of  Sharpshooters,  and  in  the  Navy.  Being  represented  in  so  many 
different  organizations,  her  sons  were  on  almost  every  battle-field  in  the  late 
contest;  aiklvthe  loss  of  life  was  correspondingly  large.  Being  so  scattered, 
few  of  her  men  hecame  officers.  Rev.  George  S.  Ball  was  chaplain  of 
the  21st  regiment.  Charles  K.  Stoddard  was  first  lieutenant  in  the  2l8i 
regiment.  He  was  killed  by  a  sentinel  Sept.  30, 1861,  near  Baltimore.  Harry 
T.  Bradish  was  IFeutenaut  in  com^iany  I,  51st  regiment.  Quite  a  number  of 
others  held  minor  offices.  Some  twenty-eight  of  her  sons  were  killed  on  the 
field,  or  died  from  wounds  recei>vcd  in  battle.  Three  died  in  Andersonville 
prison ;  namely,  Harrison  T.  Bosworth  (tvho  died  July  4, 1864),  Charles  E. 
Haynes  and  Charles  II.  Thompson. 

Upton  is  a  good  farming  town.     The  Southern  portion  is  particniary  adapted, j. 
to  grain,  especially  for  Indian  corn.     Tradition  says  that  for  years,  before 
the  white  man  trod  these  grounds  the  Indians  used  to  grow  corn  ti^on  the 
extpns>ve  pine  plains  in  the  south  part  of  the  town.     The  nbrth  and  east  parts  . 
are  well  adapted  to  fruit,  especially  the  apple.     Much  attention  has  been  paid' 
of  Jate  to  the  raising  of  hay,  and  many  old  swamps  have  been  reclaimed  which 
prove  very  productive. 

In  the  early  history  of  the  town  considerable  attention  was  paid  to  the  man-^ 
ufacture  of  boots  and  shoes.  In  the  early  settlement  William  Howe  had  <q(uite  ' 
an  extensive  tannery  business.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  Hill ;  but  the  busir  . 
ness  is  now  discontinued  and  the  ^  vats '^  filled  up. 

Among  some  of  the  boot  and  shoe  manufacturers  were  John  Hill,  DanieL, . 
Nelson,  Josiah  Pease,  Jr.,  Adams  Batehelor,  Adam  Wheelock,  Reuben  Eame^,  * 
Millet  Baker,  Newton  "Warren,  Amos  Batehelor  and  Asa  Wood.     Eli  Warren, 
built  up  a  large  shoe  business  at  West  Upton,  to  which  succeeded  his.  son-in- 
law  Daiiiel  W.  Batehelor,  and  his  grandson  Eli  W.  Batehelor.     D.  G.  Rawson, 
now  of  Newton,  and  the  head  of  the  large  boot  mabufactory  of  D.  G.  Rawson 
&  Co.,  began  business  in  Upton,  his  native  place.     Also  his  brother,  Tyler 
Rawson,  who  died  a  few  years  ago  in  (IHiicago  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  largest 
shoe  manufactories'in  that  great  city.     Quite  a  number  of  the  sons  of  Upton 
went  south  early  in  the  century  and  went  into  the  shoo  trade.    The-Stoddaxds, 
Nelsons  and  Tafts  did  quite  a  trad<)  in  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  the  Wood 
brothers  in  Savannah,  Ga« 

Prior  to  1820  riflea  and  guna  wete  nmnufactured  at  West  Upton,  but  not 
to  a  largo  extent. 
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Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  water-power,  no  milU,  save  grist  and  saw  milb, 
havo  been  erected,  save  one  on  the  extreme  limit  of  tlie  town  near  Milfutd* 
Many  years  ago  Ebenezer  Hunt  erected  a  woolen-mill  at  the  foot  of  Loi^ 
Pond,,  where  he  manufactured  miolen  goods  for  a  long  time ;  but  the  mill  was 
long  ago  burned  and  the  waters  are  now  used  as  a  reservoir,  and  controlled  by 
the  manufacturers  of  Woonsocket,  R.  I. 

An  early  as  1712,  Peter  Ilolbrook,  Sr.,  of  Mendon,  sold  to  his  son  F^ter, 
for  the  consideration  of  one  dollar  and  his  love  and  esteem  for  bis  son,  a  tract 
of  land. on  Beaver  Brook,  so  callcci,  in  West  Upton.  Peter  at  once  erected  a 
saw  and  grist  mill,  which  was  afterwards  owned  by  David,  Simeon,  and 
Daniel  Holbrook,  and  also  by  Stephen  Taft,  Nahum  Uulbrook,  and  Loring 
,Benson.  In  1848  the  property  was  purchased  by  V.  Taft  &  Co.,  who  erected 
a  large  shop  for  the  jnanufacture  of  shoe,  boot,  and  bonnet  boxes,  and  also  a 
shop  for  the  manufacture  of  doors,  sashes,  and  blinds.  The  box-shop  was  nm 
by  the  late  A.  T.  Wood,  who  afterwards  purchased  the  property.  Thomas  J. 
&  Nahum  B.  Hall  ran  the  sash  and  blind  shop  for  many  years,  and  were  quite 
successful.  They  sold  out  to  Mctcalf  Comstock,  who  ran  the  concern  until  the 
buildings  were  burned  in  1874.  After  the  decease  of  Arba  T.  Wood,  the  property 
w^  purchased  by  L.  W.  Hill,  and  is  now  owned  by  L.  W.  Hill  &  Son.  After 
tbe  burning  in  1874,  Mr.  Hill  erected  the  saw-mill  and  box-factory  only,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  bonnet,  shoe,  and  l>oot  boxes.  A  sow 
and  grist  mill  was  erected,  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  town,  in  the  centre.  It 
was  owned  and  run  for  many  years  by  the  ^  Wards,"  grandfather,  father,  and 
son.  **The  Old  Mill  and  Capt.  Ward,  the  Honest  Miller,"  are  among  tho  his- 
torical traditions  of  the  town.  As  early  as  1730  ^Miller  Fiske"  erected  a  saw 
and  grist  mill  in  the  easterly  part  of  the  town,  on  Mill  River,  close  by  the  lino 
of  Milford.  These  mills  have  always  been  known  as  the  ^Fisko  Mills";  and 
are  now  owned,  and  always  have  been,  bj^  the  descendants  of  **  Miller  Fiske  ^ 
since  his  decease.  ^ 

I'here  was  a  saw-mill  erected  before  the  or<mnization  of  the  town  in  the 
south-east  section,  by  Israel  Tufl,  a  grandson  p.f  Robert  Tafb,  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Mendon.  The  mill  is  now  owned  and  run  by  Perly  P.  Taft,  a  grand- 
son of  Israel  Taffc.  There  have  been  a  few  ot^er  mills  erected  in  other  places  in 
town,  but,  owing  to  lack  of  business  or  want  of  water,  they  have  gone  to  decay. 
tiut  the  great  business  of  Uptqn  has  been  and  is  tho  manufacture  of  straw-goods^ 
she  having  been  among  the  first  towns  to  engage  in  this  industry.  Soon 
a^er  the  war  of  1^12,  the  Underwood  Brothers  did,  for  those  times,  quite,  4i 
business  in  the  manufacture  of  bonnets.  They  were  followed  by  Dea.  Danie) 
Fiske  and  Harvey  Bradish,  who,  in  connection  with  tho  West  India  and  dry- 
goods  trade,  did  quite  a  business  in  the  manufacture  of  straw-cord  and  straw 
trimmings  of  all  kinds.  Lyman  and  Elijah  Stoddard  also  were  active  in  the 
same  line,  and  Mis<s  Henrietta  Colburn  was  extensively  engaged  in  straw  cord, 
gimp,  and  **  seven-braid." 
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As  early  as  1825,  Capt.  William  Legg  was  engaged  in  tho  same  business. 
He  kept  tbe  hotel  in  West  Upton  and  also  a  dry  and  West  India  goods  store; 
•but,  selling  out  his  store  and  hotel  in  1832,  he  gave  his  whole  time  to  the  manu- 
facture of  straw-goods.  In  1835  he  took  into  partnership  Hon.  AVilliam 
KnowUon,  the  present  senior  partner  of  William  Knowlton  &  Sons.  I'hey  at 
once  erected  a  large  and  commodious  shop,  and  a  largo  boarding-bouse  for  tbe 
accommodation  of  their  women  help.  Legg  and  Knowlton  remained  together 
some  ten  or  twelve  years,  when  Legg  retired.  Joseph  S.  Farnum  was  a  short 
time  in  partnership  with  Mr.  Knowlton.  After  Farnum's  retirement,  the  busi- 
ness was  carried  on  alone  by  Knowlton  until  his  sons  became  of  age.  The 
■  firm  is  now  William  Knowlton  &  Sons,  and  consists  of  William  Knowlton, 
Edwin  F.  Knowlton,  George  W.  Knowltoii,  and  Ebon  F.  Knowlton.  Tb61r 
salesroom  is  at  537  Broadway,  New  York,  and  Edwin  F.  is  at  the  head  in 
New  York ;  George  W.  is  the  general  manager  at  West  Upton.  They  have 
extended  their  works  so  that  to-day  they  have  the  facilities  to  manufacture  as 
many  go6ds  as  any  ^fraw-shop  in  the  country ;  and  they  give  employment  to 
a  large  nnmber  of  persons,  both  male  and  female.  Their  buildings  are  largo, 
all  heated  by  steam,  and  liglited  by  gas  of  their  own  manufacture.  They  have 
a  stationary  engine,  used,  if  tiecessary,  to  extinguish  Bi'cs^.  >Their  buifvlin^s 
are  abundantly  supplied  with  water,  both  for  mechanical  purposes  and  for  fire. 
They  pride  themselves  on  manufacturing  as  ^  tasty ''  a  bonnet  as  is  made  on  the 
Continent,  and  it  is  no  distxir'agement  to  other  manufacturers  to  say  that  the 
goods  manufactured  by  William  Knowlton  &  Sons  rank  as  high  as  any  in  the 
market.  A  largo  porlitm  of  the  material  made  into  bonnets  is  imported,  —a 
large  amount  from  China.  Their  market  is  the  whole  country.  Most  of  their 
help  are  Americans,  though  of  late  j-ears  they  have  employed,  many  Englisrb- 
mcn  that  formerly  worked  on  stra^  in  Luton,  Eng.  A  large  portion  of 
their  female  help  is  farmers^  daughters  from  neighboring  towns  and  frojn 
Maine  and  New  Hampshire.  Many  a  thrifty  housewife  has  earned  her  **  setting 
out  *'  in  the  straw-shop  at  West  Upton.  In  the  busy  season  they  ship  their 
goods  every  day,  and  sometimes  twice  a  day.  Their  goods  are  all  shipped  to 
New  York  and  sold  from  there. 

Benson  &  Nelson  have  quite  an  establishment  in  the  centre  of  the  town  for 
the  manufacturing  of  boys'  hats.  Their  business  is  increasing  from  year  to 
year  and  adds  materially  to  the  prosperity  of  the  town.  L.  W.  Hill  &  Son,  at 
their  mill  in  West  Upton  (on  the  site  of  the  **  Uolbrook  Mills  ^),  do  an  exten- 
sive business  in  box-making.  They  also  have  a  planing-mill  and  do  geneml 
job-work. 

Seth  T.  Davenport  has  also  a  small  shop  on  the  same  stream,  maoufactming; 
sasbcs  and  blinds. 

There  are  three  grist  mills  in  town,  and  five  saw-mills.  At  two  of  them-<» 
Fiske's  Mill  and  at  P.  P.  Taft's  —  some  shin^i^les  are  made.  There  are  alao 
four  blacksmiths'  shops  and  two  shops  whei*c  they  make  and  repair  carriflget* 
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Foor  West  India  and  dry-goods  stores  arc  kept  in  town,  also  one  hotel— -the 
**  Warren  House** — at  West  Upton.  Tlib  same  building  has  been  used  for  a 
hotel  for  more  than  a  century,  and  at  one  time  was  a  noted  stagc^tavem,  it 
being  the  place  where  passengers  going  from  Worcester  to  Providence  dined. 

There  are  a  Congregational,  a  Methodist  and  a  Roman  Catholic  church,  all 
situated  in  the  centre ;  also,  a. Unitarian  church  at  West  Upton. 

Upton  and  West  Upton  have  post-offices,  and  the  latter  village  a  telegraph 
office ;  but  there  are  no  railroads  in  Upton.  The  Boston  and  Albany  runs  just 
north  of  the  town,  and  the  Providence  and  Worcester  just  south ;  and  the  Mil- 
ford  stops  just  east  of  her  borders.  There  is  a  daily  mail  from  Boston  and 
West  Upton  by  the  way  of  Milfbrd,  and  twice  a  day  from  Worcester  through 
Upton  Centre  by  the  way  of  Farnum's. 

Before  the  iotrodudion  of  railroads,'  the  trade  of  Upton  was  largely  with 
Providence,  R.  I.  The  first  mail-route  established  through  the  place  was  from 
Providence  to  Worcester,  aild  it  was  not  until  after  the  Boston  and  Worcester 
Railroad  was  built  that  direct  postal  communication  was  had  with  Boston.     > 

tJpton  is  at  present  reckoned  in  the  Ninth  Congressional  District  (repre- 
sented by  Hon.  W.  W.  Rico  of  Worcester)  ;  also  in  the  Second  Councillor 
District;  the  Second  Worcester  Senatorial  District,  and  the  Second  Worcester 
Couhty  Representative  District,  comprising  the  towns  of  Milford,  Mendoo, 
and  Upton :  said  district  being  a  double  que  and  entitled  to  two  representatives 
annually.'      "  . 

the  population  of  Upton  was,  in  1850,  2,023;  in  1860,  1,986;  in  1870, 
2,018;  and  in  1875,  2,125.  She  has  a  town  debt  of  $10,690.70;  againat 
which  she  reckons  a  valuation  made  up  of,  school-houses,  $5,600;  town  library, 
$1,000;  town  hall,  $2,000;  cemeteries,  $1,200;  town  farm,  $4,000;  water- 
works, $800;  fire-engines,  $1,500.  This  stands  for  the  public  assets;  the 
taxable  list  being,  real  estate,  $641,769,  and  personal  property,  $204,896. 
The  number  of  polls  in  1879  was  510,  and  of  school  children  between  five  and 
fifteen  years  of  age,  318. 

The '  town  lies  thirty-four  miles  from  Boston,  twenty-eight  from  Providence, 
and  thirteen  from  Worcester. 


I  • 


FOEMAHON  OF  THE  TOWN.  421 


'.  ■  i 


«•  M 


UXBRID  GE. 


t< 


BT   GEORGE   A.   8T0CKWELL,   iu  IC. 


CHAPTER  1. 

INCORPORATION  AND  EARLT  HISTOKT — THE  TOWN  GHTTRCH — THE  REVOLUTiaN. 

The  town  of  Uxbridge  lies  in  the  south-eastern  part  of  the  county,  bordered 
on  the  north  by  Nortbbridge,  on  the  west  by  Douglas,  on  the  south  by,Bur- 
rillville  and  Smithficid,  li.  I.,  and  on  the  east  by  Blackstone  and  Mendoo^. 
The  distance  from  the  shire  town  is  eighteen  miles,  and  from  the  capital,  forty- 
two. 

The  Indian  name  of  Uxbridge  was  Wacnntuck,  or  Waentug.  Little  is 
known  concerning  the  Indian  inhabitants.  They  belonged,  howeyer,^tb  the 
Nipniiuck  nation,  were  visited  by  Eliot  and  Gookin,  and,  previous  to  King 
Philip's  war,  there  was  in  Uxbridge,  or  Waentug,  a  baud  of  **  Christian  cbn- 
verts.""  The  largest  settlement  was  east  of  the  present  centre  of  the  town,  on 
the  plain  between  the  Mumford  and  West  rivers.  In  the  Kuttatuck,  or  Nip-, 
muck  (Dlackstone)  River,  lamprey  aud  salmon  abounded  at  ceHain  aeasbiiB  of 
the  3'ear. 

Early  in  the  year  1727  the  inhabitants  of  Mendon,  living  in  the  western  part, 
petitioned  the  town  **  to  vote  them  off,"  that  they  might  be  incorporated  aSpa 
separate  town.  On  March  31,  1727,  the  town  of  Mcndop,  *^  by  unanimoua 
vote,**  granted  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  subsequently  a  petilion  of  the 
inhabitants  aforesaid  was  presented  to  the  General  Court,  and  received  action 
on  June  15,  1727,  as  follows :  — 

*^  A  Petition  of  sundry  Inhabitants  of  the  Western  Part  of  the  Town  of  Mendon^ 
Shewing  that  for  many  years  tbcy  and  their  Families  havelaboared  under  great  Dlfficul* 
ties  by  Reason  of  their  Remoteness  fVom  the  Place  of  pnblick  Worship  in  the  said  Town, 
that  they  have  nppHcfl  to  the  said  Town  for  their  Consent  to  their  being  set  off  a  sepa- 
rate Town  &  that  a  Meeting  of  the  Inhabitants  legally  warncci  ami  held  the  tbirty*ilrst 
of  March  last,  an  Unanimous  Vote  was  passed  for  the  Petitioners  being  set  off  accordingly ; 
And  therefore  Pra3'ing  that  this  Court  would  please  to  constitute  them  a  separate 
Township  by  snch  bounds  as  have  been  agreed  to  by  the  said  Town  of  Mendon  in  their 
Votes  passed  as  aforesaid. 
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**  In  the  House  ofBcpreaenUiivcs ;  Bead  and  Ordered  that  the  Frajer  of  the  Peti- 
tion be  granted,  and  that  the  Petitioners  liave  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  aooordinglj ; 
In  Council,  Bead  Si  Concurred*  Provided  the  Grant  of  the  Township  within  mentioned 
be  not  construed  to  effect  the  Bights  &  Properties  of  any  Persons  to  lands  within  the 
same.    In  the  House  of  Beprcsentatives :  Bead  &  concurred.** 

.  The  western  part  of  Dilendon  was  incorporated  as  a  **  separate  and  distinct 
town  **  on  Juno  27,  1727,  and  named  Uxbridgc,  in  honor  of  Henry  Paget, 
Earl  of  Uxbridgc,  and  at  that  time  a  member  of  the  privy  council.  Following 
is  a  copy  of  the  Act  of  incori)onition :  — 

^^Amro  Begni  Begis  Gcorgii  Dacnio  Tektio. 

**  An  Act  for  dividing  the  Toum  of  Jfendon  and  Erecting  a  new  Toum  there  6y  the  na$ne 

of  U^Aridge. 

^  WhereoBj  the  Westerly  part' of  the  Town  of  Mendon  within  the  County  of  Suffolk 
fs  6ompetently  filled  with  Inhabitants  who  labor  under  great  difficulties  by  their 
retootcness  fh>m  the  place  of  Piiblick  Worship  &c.,  and  have  tlicrenpon  made  their 
application  to  the  s'd  Town  of  Mendon,  and  have  likewise  addressed  this  Court,  that 
they  may  be  set  off  ii^  distinct  and  separate  Town,  antl  be  vested  with  all  the  powers 
and  privileges  of  a  town ;  &  the  Inhabitants  of  Mendon  having  Consented  to  their  being 
Set  off  accordingly, — 

^*^^Beit  Therefore  Enacted  by  the  Lientenant  Chvemor^  Council  is  Bepreeeniaiiyee 
in  General  Court  assembled,  and  by  the  Authority  of  the  same^  Tliat  the  Westerly  pivt  of 
the  s*d  Town  of  Mendon,  do  d;  hereby  is  sett  off  and  constituted  a  separate  Township 
by  the  name  of  Uxbridgc,  the  bounds  of  the  town  to  be  as  followetb,  That  is  to  say, 
pcginning  at  the.  Soulh-West  corner  of  the  Towu  of  Mendonr  at  the  Province  South 
line,  thence  to  run  Four  miles  East  with  the  Province  UDe,.thcn  to  a  Northal  line  panilel 
with  \ie  West  line  of  the  s'd  Town  until  that  line  meet  wiili  a  small  brook  that  runs 
between  the  West  hill  &  ^Fisco  hill,  then  }-*  s'd  brook  to  be  the  bounds  to  the  West 
Biver,  then  the '  West  River  to  l>e  the  bounds  to  a  brook  known  by  the  Name  of 
Andrew's  Brook,  which  brook  shall  be  the  bounds  to  the  North  line  of  the  Township ; 
and  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  s'd  Lands  as  before  descril)ed  and  bouncled,  be  and 
hereby  are  vested  with  the  powers,  privileges  and  Immunities  that  the  Inhabitants' of 
any  of  the  Towns  of  this  Province  are,  or  ought  by  law  to  be  vested  with. 

^^  Provided^  the  Grant  of  the  s'd  Township  be  not  Cjustrucd  to  affect  the  Bights 
and  Properties  of  any  persons  to  lands  within  the  same. 

"  Provided  also^  that  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  Town  of  Uxbridgc  do,  within  the 
Space  of  two  years  from  the  Publication  of  this  Act,  Erect  and  finish,  a  suitable  House 
for  the  Publick  Worship  of  God  &  procure  and  settle  a  learned  Orthodox  Minister  of 
good  conversation  and  make  provision  for  his  comfortable  and  honorable  Sup|)ort  and 
that  they  set  apart  a  Lott  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  acres  of  Land  in  some  oonven- 
ient  place  in  the  said  Town  near  the  Meeting  House  for  the  use  of  the  Ministry  ds 
likewise  provide  a  School  Master  to  Instruct  their  youth  in  writing  and  reading. 

^^  June  27,  1727;    This  Bill  having  been  read  three  several  times  in  the  House  of 

Beprcsentatives ;  Passed  to  be  Enacted. 

^^WiLLiAH  DuDLXT,  Sj^ettkeTm 
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*^  June  27, 1727 ;  This  Bill  having  been  read  three  several  times  in  Council ;  Passed 

to  be  Enacted. 

"J.  WiLLA&Df  Secretary. 

**  By  the  Honorable,  the  Lieutenant  Governor ;  I  consent  to  the  Enacting  of  this  Bill. 

^^  William  Dummeb. 

"In  the  House  of  Representatives;    Ordered^  That  Mr.  Solomon  Wood,  a  principal 

Inhabitant  of  the  Town  of  Uxbridge,  be  imi)Ofrered  &  directed  to  notify  &  sumtn(jn 

the  Inhabitants,  duly  qualiGed  for  Voting,  to  meet  &  assemble  for  the  Chusing  of  T^wa 

Officers  to  stand  until  the  next  annual  election,  according  to  Law. 

"  In  Council ;  Read  &  Concurred  ;  Consented  to, 

V^  William  DmaiEB." 

The  first  town  meeting,  of  which  the  following  is  the  record,  was  held  on 
July  25,  1727:  — 

^'  The  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Usbridge  being  by  order  from  the  .Honorable 
General  Court  to  Mr.  Sollomon  Wood  and  by  him  Legally'  Warned,  Met  and  made 
choice  of  Town  OHIccrs  for  the  present  year.  The  persons  elected  into  office  wtire.Uie 
under  written:  Moderator,  Sollomon  Wood;  Selectmen,  Robert  Tail,  Ebenezer 
Road,  Wooland  Thompson,  Lieutenant  Joseph  White,  Edmund  Rawson ;  Surveyors  of 
highways,  Solomon  Wood,  James  Keilh,  John  Emerson ;  Constables,  Thpmas  White, 
William  Brown,  Jr. ;  tything*men,  Joshua  Whitnc}*,  Joseph  Taft;  treasurer,  SoIomiHi 
Wood;  fence-viewers,  John  Cook,  William  Holbrook;  hog-reaves,  Gershom  Keith, 
Simon  Peck.** 

At  the  second  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  of  Uxbridge,  on  Aagust  25,  at  the 
house  of  John  Farnum  (where,  probably,  the  first  was  held),  **it  was  put  to 
voter  to  see  if  the  town  will  come  into  some  method  to  fix  a'  Spot  to  Build  a 
meeting  house  for  the  public  worship  of  God  amongst  us,  that  may  be  con- 
vcniant  for  the  whole  town  to  assemble  in  by  Pitching  on  a  Spot  to  Build  on 
themselves  or  by  leaving  the  affair  to  some  uuconscrned  Oenttemen  to  fix  a 
spot  iu  the  Senter  of  the  Town.**  At  a  meeting  held  subsequently,  •*  it  was 
voted  to  Sett  ye  Meeting  House  on  ye  Southside  of  Dcabble  Tail  Brook,  but 
seeing  it  would  be  inconvenient  to  Si^t  it  where  the  First  Vote  specified  They 
recalled  said  vote  &  passed  a  vote  that  they  would  Sett  the  Meeting  House 
within  the  Fence  of  EI)enczor  Road's  pasture  on  a  place  which  they  hod  viewed 
for  &  judged  convenient  for  that  purpose.*' 

On  Oct.  20,  1727,  Mr.  Ferry's  offer  to  preach  for  twenty  shillings  a  Sabbath 
was  accepted ;  and,  at  the  same  meeting,  it  was  voted  to  build  a  meeting-house* 
forty  feet  iu  length,  thirty-five  feet  in  breadth,  and  nineteen  feet  ^between 
jiiynts" ;  and  the  inhabitants  were  ^warned  that  ttiey  could  have  liberty  to  work 
out  their  proportion  of  the  tax.** 

On  March  G,  1728,  the  town  voted,  **not  to  free  the  Quakers."  At  the 
same  meeting  a  committee  was  api>ointed,  ^  for  to  provide  some  auteable  person 
for  to  preach  unto  us." 

At  a  meeting  held  on  July  8,  1728,  it  was  voted,  **to  procure  fifteen  gallons 
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of  good  rum  for  ye  raising  of  yo  meeting  house.**  The  charch  edifice  was 
raised,  and  carried  so  far  toward  completion  that  senrices  of  the  order,  and 
town  meetings  were  held  in  it  in  January  of  the  following  year.  It  was  a 
rude  structure,  without  cbpboards  or  paint,  lielfry  or  steeple,  and,  for  scTerol 
years,  contained  only  one  pew,  designed  for  the  pastor's  family;  the  other 
memliers  of  the  congregation  sitting  upon  bare  licnches,  the  men  on  one  side 
of  the  house  and  the  women  on  the  other.  This  bouse  of  worship  stood  on  or  near 
the  site  of  the  present  First  Congregational  church  edifice,  and  was  in  use  until 
1773,  when  it  was  removed  and  a  now  one  erected  at  the  same  place.  On  Jan. 
28,  1729,  a  committee  was  appointed  **  to  consider  about  gcftting  a  minister ; " 
and  on  July  18,  the  town  voted  to  give  Otbnicl  Campbell  seventy  pounds 
yearly  salary  and  one  hundred  pounds  "*  for  encouragement  to  settle  amongst 
us  in  the  Gospel  ministry."  Mr.  Campbell  declined  this  offer,  and  it  was  m:ide 
to  and  accepted  by  Nathan  Webb,  who  was  ordained  on  Feb.  7,  1731,  and 
remained  until  his  death,  on  March  17,  1772. 

In  May,  1730,  the  first  **  contribution  was  taken  up  to  support  preaching.'' 

One  of  the  earlier  acts  of  the  town^v^s.tbi^ut^^C-bying  out  a  ^  way  from  ye 
road  on  the  east  side  of  West  River  taVft  !reuu'on  Ve  west  side  of  the  Great 
River  where  it  may  be  convenient  fopye  hiha[>^taut%  ^s-  ^emo  to  Meeting  and 
Mill  in;  also  a  way  to  accommodate  ye  inteEbitant3  ,about  ^cshochoug  and  ye 
southarJy^jjariUf  yt5  town."         ..  r'^-      -^J*  ^.  i'.  . 

At  a  meeting  held  V>n  May  14,  1730,  a  committ^ia  W2^  chosen  ^J&f  go  ia  vo 
town^s  behalf  to  sce-ttbout  letting  the  Fish  cooae  ^P|>.  ye  Great  Kn^r  in  caso 
other  ibWns  shqiAd  sen(|  t^  l^rovidfuce^to  jjin  with  them^;^lsq,^at:^tbe  some 
meetfng,  it  was  **  puf4o  vote  whether  thcy^vdiild  grant  <auy.Bouix]jjr&r  killing 
wolves,  ikit  if  passed  in  the  ncgalivc."  '  i.     - 

On  Jan.  25,  1732,  it  was  voted '^(o-^et  up.ajid  ke^p  %,8ch6ol  in  ye  town  of 
Uxbridge,  and  that  a  schoo1-dam6  bo  secured  for  seven  or  eight  months  in  the 
year."  This  vote  wai^  reconsfdered  **uhd^r'yo  consideration  of  having  a  school 
master  in  town.*'  During  the  same  or  the  following  year,  George  Woodward, 
the  first  teacher  in  Uxbridge,  conducted  a  school  in  the  meeting-house  for  nine 
months,  and  received  for  that  service  fifteen  pounds.  The  only  school  in 
Uxbridge,  as  far  as  known,  for  more  than  twenty  years,  was  kept  in  the  moct- 
ing-house.  On  March  2,  1753,  it  was  voted  '^to  squadron  ye  schools  in  con- 
venient places  where  it  should  be  kept,"  when,  according  to  the  practice  of 
other  towns  at  that  time,  the  school  was  doubtless  kept  in  difierent  places  at 
different  times  by  one  and  the  same  teacher. 

On  March  2,  1732,  the  town  voted  to  provide  a  pair  of  stocks  •*for  the 
benefit  of  such  disorderly  persons  as  might  need  correctiouary  and  salutary 
reproof." 

In  1776,  on  September  1,  the  town  voted  '*to  allow  ye  Representative  to 
vote  to  make  good  the  lieutenant  Governor's  damage  Latly  Sustained  by  yo 
mob  in  Boston  if  he  thinks  proper  upon  the  best  information  he  can  git.^^    In 
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1772  the  uorthern  part  of  Uxbridge  was  set  off  to  form  the  district  of  North- 
bridge. 

The  first  act  of  the  town  of  Uxbridge,  with  respect  to  the  Revolution,  was 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  on  July  6,  1774,  **to  correspond  with  commit- 
tees that  now  or  shall  be  chosen  by  any  towns  in  this  province  for  the  purpose 
on  an}'  Matur  that  may  respect  the  present  difficulty  that  now  or  may  subsist 
between  Great  Britain  and  North  america/'  This  committee  consisted  of 
Samuel  Read,  Joshua  Wood,  Moses  Taft,  Seth  Read,  Joseph  Chapin,  Moses 
Keith,  Dexter  Wood,  Simeon  Wheelock,  ai)d  Nchemiah  Hall. 

On  Oct.  26,  1774,  it  was  voted  in  town  meeting  "to  purchase  five  barrels  of 
powder  and  as  much  shot  as  was  propcr,''and  a  committee  was  chosen  ^to  pro- 
vide for  soldiers  who  may  be  called  to  march. ^ 

In  January,  1775,  the  town  voted  **to  carry  the  resolves  of  the  continental 
congress  into  execution,"  and  a  committee  of  inspection  was  apiiointed  **to  see 
them  strictly  adhered  to  in  this  town.^'  At  this  meeting,  Benjamin  Green  was 
elected  a  delegate  to  the  Continental  Congress  to  be  held  at  Cambridge,  and, 
on  May  31  of  the  same  year,  Abner  Rawsonivas  chosen  to  attend  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  at  Watertown. 

At  the  May  meeting  in  1776,  the  following  article  was  acted  upon:  — ** To 
see  if  the  town  will  vote  if  the  Honorable  Congress  should,  for  the  safety  of 
the  United  Colonies  Declare  themselves  Independent  of  the  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain.  Whether  they  will  solemnly  Engage  with  their  lives  and  foitunes  to 
support  them  in  the  Mesure,  and  it  passed  in  the  affirmative.** 

In  July,  1776,  it  was  voted  *'to  grant  six  pounds  to  each  person  who  shall 
Enlist  in  behalf  of  this  town  to  go  to  Canada,  or  the  Northern  Department, 
agreeable  to  the  late  act.** 

During  this  year  (1776),  Abner  Rawson  represented  the  town  in  the  Gen- 
eral Court,  and  Joseph  Read  the  following  year. 

In  May,  1777,  the  town  chose  "by  written  votes,"  Seth  Read  ''to  procure 
and  La}*  before  the  court  the  Evidence  that  may  be  bad  of  the  Inimical  dispo- 
sition of  any  Inhabitant  of  this  town  towards  this  or  any  of  the  United  States 
who  shall  be  charged  by  the  freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  said  town,  or 
if  their  residence  within  this  State  is  lookt  upon  to  bo  dangerous  to  the  public 
l^eace  and  Safety.** 

In  May,  1777,  the  town  voted  to  instruct  its  representative  not  to  vote  for 
the  proposed  form  of  constitution  and  form  of  government. 

In  March,  1778,  it  was  voted  '*to  send  to  the  soldiers  notv  in  actual  service 
in  the  Continental  Army  in  behalf  of  the  town  of  Uxbridge  for  three  years,  or 
during  the  war,  two  shirts,  one  pair  of  tow  breaches,  two  pair  of  stockings  and 
one  pair  of  shoes,"  and  a  committee  was  chosen  ^to  procure  s*d  cloathing.** 

During  the  year  1778,  two  thousand  pounds  were  raised  **to  provide  for 
soldiers  in  the  Continental  Army";  and  in  the  same  year  **meQ  were  sent  to 
Rhode  Island  and  men  as  Guards  to  Rutland.** 
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la  JflDttory,  1779,  the  warrant  for  town  meeting  contained  this  article :  *To 
see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will  give»  or  Allow  to  such  Persona  as  have 
Procured  a  man  to  do  a  turn  for  them  in  the  Continental  Senrice  for  three 
years  or  during  Ihc  War." 

In  April,  1779t  two  thousand  five  hundred  pounds  were  approprbtcd  *to 
cany  on  the  Continental  War.**, 

At  a  meeting  of  the  iuhabitanls  of  Uxbridgo  in  Juno,  1779,  it  was  rotod 
*  that  the  committco  for  Ilircing  Soldiers  for  s*d  Town  l)e  Directed  to  Engage 
to  Such  Soldiers  as  they  nuiy  hereafter  Procure  to  Engiige  in  the  present  war 
in  Consequence  of  orders  Received  for  that  purpose  (for  the  Hire  of  such  Sol- 
diers) Either  Continental  Currency,  or  the  produce  of  the  land  Raised  amongst 
us.  Acting  Dcferontiouarily  in  Engagiug  either  Money  or  produce,  as  to  the 
sum  of  Money,  or  Quantity  of  produce  and  at  what  price,  as  they  with  such 
soldiers  may  agree."  • 

'In  Auguftt,  1779,  Ahncr  Rawson  was  elected  to  represent  the  town  of 
Uxbridgo  in  the  convention  held  at  Concord;  and  it  was  voted  **to  unani* 
mously  adopt  tho  proceedings  of  the  convention  held  at  Worcester  on  August 
13,"  and  a  committee  was  nppointed  *^to  carry  sticb  resolutions  into  Execution.* 

In  November,  1780,  one  thousand  pounds  were  raised  to  supply  the  army 
with  beef;  also,  in  January,  1781,  twcnt^Mhreo  thousand  pounds  were  appro- 

f  • 

priated  for  the  same  purjiodc ;  also,  fifteen  **bard  dollars"  were  voted  to  hiring 
** continental  men";  and  on  Aug.  28,  1781,  the  town  voted  to  raise  one  liiin- 
dred  and  fifty  pounds,  hard  money,  for  tbo  supply  of  beef  called  'for  by  tho 
Oenpral  Court.  . 

At  the  first  election  of  Governor  under  the  Constitution,  in  1780,  tho  town 
of  Uxbridgo  cnst  seventy  votes  for  John  Hancock  for  Governor,  thirty-eight 
votes  .for  Artemas  Ward  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  and  twenty-eight  votes  for 
James  Bowdoin,  tho  rival  candidate  for  tho  office  of  Lieutenant-Govei^or. '  *' 

A  committee  appointed  ^to  estimate,  or  set  tho  price  upon  Sevetal  Services 
that  have  been  done  by  the  Continental  men  in  Consequence  of  the  Requisitions 
of  the  General  Court  as  well  as  volunteer  services,"  reported  as  follows :  —  ' 


**  The  8  months  service  to  Roxburj*,  .        •        •        • 

'»  with  Capt.  Tyler, 

York, 

Canadj',    .        .        . 
York 

* 

Canada  &  N.  Dcpt., . 
Naotasket,  with  Coll.  Whitncj*, 
Dorchester,  with  Lt.  Balden, 
Tarrj'town,  with  Col.  Tyler, 

.6.  weeks  service  to  Providence,         .        . 

8  months  service  to  Bound  Brook,  with  Capt.  Read, 
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£14  ICs.  Od. 

8    Os.  Od. 

80    Os.  Od. 

88    Os.  Od. 

16  18s.  id. 

U    Os.  Od. 

14  16s.  Ofl. 

7    8s.  Od. 

6  18s.  4//. 

5    Os.  Od. 

1 )    Os.  Od. 


4      ^^  ^^  Dorchester,  with  Capt.  Balden,  •        ;        7    8s.  Od. 
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"  The  14  days  service  to  Providence,  \rllh  Lt.  Fisb,    . 

8  months  service  to  Providence,  villi  Capt.  Martin, . 


4 

1 

G 

8 

11      ' 

8 

C( 


Capt  Sibic}',    • 
upon  secret  expedition, . 
to  guard  stores,     ...        •        • 
the  northward,  T?ith  Capt.  Knap, 
R.  I.  Stale,  with  Col.  Tyler,      . 
21  days  service  to  Prov.,  with  Capt.  Seagrave,  • 
6  weieks  ser%*iee  to  B.  I.,  •        .        •        • 


£1  IBs.  Ad. 

10  Oa.  Od. 

18  Gs.  Bd. 

B  68.  M. 

.  G  0«^;0d.; 

1 2  05.  Od. 

10  0«.  Od^ 

%  25.  Od. 

6  05.  Od." 


CHAPTER  n. 

TOFOORAFHT     AND      PHT8ICAL     FEATURES  —  GROWTH      AND     IMPROVEIIEMT  — 

ECCLESIASTICAL    BISTORT. 

The  territory  of  Uxbridge  includes  about  twenty-five  square  miles.  '  The 
surface  is  nneveu  and  rugged  in  some  parts,  lercl  and  arable  in  othere,  and 
possesses  its  full  complement  of  water  acreage,  meadow,  upland,  bill  and 
wooded  tract.  The  Mumford  River,  having  its  rise  in  Badluck  Pond  in 
DougloB,  and  Mancbaug  Pond  in  Sutton,  enters  Uxbridge  on  the  north,  floWs 
in  a  soptb-eastcrly  direction,  and  joins  the  Biackstoile  a  mile  south  of  Uxbridge 
Vilinge.  .  The  Biackstono  River  also  enters  on  the  north,  though  further  east,* 
and  flows  southerly.  The  West  River  rises  in  the  northern  part  of  Upton  and 
ruQS  southward  through  the  eastern  part  of  Uxbridge,  joining  the  Blackstbne 
t)elow  its  confluence  w  ith  the  Mumford.  On  the  three  streams  are  the  manu- 
factories that  give  Uxbridge  its  wealth  and  its  prominence  among  the  townit 
of  the  county  as  a  manufacturing  borough. 

The  commercial  centre  of  Uxbridge  is  in  the  northern  part  of  its  territory^ 
on  the  Mumford  River.  Early  in  the  present  century  North  Uxbridge' dnd 
Ironstone,  on  the  south,  were  the  larger  villages  and  were  post-stations,  while 
Uxbridge  Village,  as  the  present  centre  is  called,  was  not.  But  the  opening 
of  the  Biackstono  Canal  in  1828,  the  building  of  two  warehouses  at  this  place, 
and  the  opening  of  the  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad  in  1846,  and  the 
erection  of  a  station-house  and  depot,  caused  the  lesser  to  become  the  greyer 
settlement.  The  town  was  little  benefited  by  the  canal ;  but  improvements 
followed  its  establishment,  and  were  continued  to  and  revived  by  the  opening 
of  thd  railway.  From  that  time  to  the  present .  Uxbridge  Village,  and  the 
town  as  a  whole,  has  steadily  advanced  in  population,  wealth  and  importance. 

The  main  street  of  Uxbridge  Village  is  a  part  of  the  old  stage  road  extending 
from  Worcester  to  Providence.  On  it  are  the  church  edifices  of  the  Githolic, 
Congregational,  Unitarian  and  Methodist  societies,  the  old  Academy  Buildings 
where  district  court  is  held,  the  high-school  building,  public  libraiy,  banky 
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new  town  hall,  railway  station,  Btores  and  the  public  house— the  *Wacantuck 
House.**  Ou  this  street  also  is  an  old  house  siUd  to  bo  the  oldest  in  Uxbridge, 
at  which  George  Washington  was  pleaseil  to  stop,  and  write  and  dispatch  m 
message.  The  desk  on  which  the  message  wfs  written  is  in  the  possession  of 
a  present  inhabitant,  and  is  highly  prized.  The  town*s  common  abuts  <ui  thid 
main  thoroughfare ;  and  facing  it  and  each  other  are  the  Unitarian  and  Congre- 
gational churches.  East  of  this  village,  across  the  Mumford  and  between  it 
and. the  Biackstone  and  between  tlie  Blackstone  and  the  AVesi  Biver  beyond, 
the  land  is  comparatively  level.  In  this  part  of  the  town  are  farm  lands,  some 
of  the  larger  woolen  manufactories,  and  largo  and  handsome  residences  iiidicu** 
tire  of  the  wealth  and  comfort  of  the  inhabit^mts.  With  reflpect  to  the  latter 
statement,  the  same  is  true  of  the  main  and  outlying  streets. 

Two  miles  north  of.  (Jxbridge  Village  is  North  Uxbridge,  the  early  growth 
of  which  was  due  to  its  position  ou  the  turnpike  between^  Boston  and  Hartford. 
The  old  **  Spring  Tavern,"  a  vestige  of  which  still  remains  despite  its  modem 
covering,  was  a  famous  resort  and  balting-ploce  in  the  ante*niilway  days,  and 
noted  Cor  the  hospitality  of  its  landlord  and  the  excellence  of  its  purl  and  flip. 
Not  far  from  the  **  Spring  Tavern  **  is  the  farm-house  of  Samuel  Taft,  whero 
Washington,  on  his  way  from  Boston  to  Hartford,  soon  after  bis  election  tp  the 
Presidency,  stopped  and  was  entertained,  and  was  so  pleased  with  the  family 
[Samuel  Taft  had  twenty-two  children]  that ,  he  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
Mr.  Taft:  — 

**  Haktforp,  Koyember  8,  ITSQ. 

**SiR, — Being  informed  that  yon  have  given  my  name  to  one  of  year  sons,  and 
called  another  after  Mrs.  Washington's  family,  and  being  moreover  very  much  pleased 
with  the  modest  and  innocent  looks  of  your  two  daughters,  Patty  and  Polly,  I  do  for 
theise  reasons  send  each  of  these  girls  a  piece  of  chintz ;  and  to  Patty,  who  bears  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Washington,  and  who  waited  more  upon  as  than  Polly  did,  I  send  five 
guineas,  T^ith  which  she  may  buy  herself  any  little  ornaments  she  may  want,  or  she  may 
dispose  of  them  in  any  other  maimer  more  agreeable  to  herself.  As  I  do  not  give  thes^ 
things  with  a  view  to  have  it  talked  of,  or  even  to  its  being  known,  the  less  there  is 
said  about  the  matter  the  better  you  will  please  me ;  but,  that  I  may  be  sure  the  chintz 
and  money  have  got  safe  to  hand,  let  Patty,  who  I  dare  say,  is  equal  to  it,  write  me  a 
line  informing  me  thereof,  directed  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  at  New  York. 
I  wish  you  and  your  family  well,  and  am  your  humble  sen-ant, 

<^6cosoB  Washwotok.*'  ' 

Samuel's  grandchildren  are  the  present  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  Toft 
farm  and  homestead. 

In  this  part  of  the  town  is  the  largest  cotton-mill  in  Uxbridge.  The  village 
in  its  immediate  vicinity  was  called  Rogcrson's  Village,  in  honor  of  a  former 
owner  of  the  mill.  A  store  is  here,  and  the  Baptist  society  worship  in  a  hail 
in  this  village.  The  land  l3'ing  roundabout  is  devpted  to  agriculture,  and 
includes  many  excellent  farms. 
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In  the  southcfrn  part  of  the  town,  (tboiit  four  miles  from  Uxbridgc  villag^',  is 
the  village  of  Iinjiistone/  so  called  from  the  f:ict  that  formerly  the  stone  in  this 
region  yielded  iron  in  such  quantities,  that  a  smelting-furnace  and  foundry  word 
established  in  the  early  history  of  the  place.  There  was  also  a  cotton-mill,  arid 
it  was  succeedted  by  other  manufactures.  Ironstone  was  a  post-statioii  for 
several  years ;  it  is  accommodated  by  the  New  York  and  New  England  Raili?ay. 

Durihg  the  last  century  the  incorporation  of  towns  was  contingent  upon  Vhe 
settling  of  a  *•  gospel  minister,"  and  hence  the  establishment  of  the  ''standing 
order,^  as  the  Congregational  Church  was  called,  received  the  early  attentidn 
of  the  inhabitants. '  As  already  given,  the  origin  of  the  church  in  Uxbrldgo 
was  nearly  cotemporary  with  that  of  the  town.  The  church  edifice  was  erected, 
and  Nathan  Webb  ordained  pastor,  who  "continued  in  the  faithful  service  of 
the  Master,"  until  his  death  in  the  sixty-sixth  year  of  his  age,  on  Marcb  17, 
1772.  By  the  provisions  of  his  will,  dated  Jan.  23,  1764,  he  bequeathed  ^'to 
the  church  of  Christ  in  Uxbridge,  the  sum  of  sixteen  pounds,  to  be  expended 
in  the  purchase  of  three  silver  ciips  of  equal  value,  inscribed  with  the  names  cif 
Nathan  Webb,  Ruth  Webb,  and  Eliz.ibeth  Webb.''  The  will  also  gave  thci 
church  £26  135.  4c?.,  "to  be  invested  and  to  be  improved  forever  after  towards 
the  support  of  a  learned,  orthodox,  and  pious  Congregational  ministry  in  saict 
church."  ^- 

Hczckiah  Chapman  was  ordained  as  Mr.  Webb's  successor  in  1774,  and\ 
remained  until  April  5,  1781.  Ho  was  followed  by  Josiah  Spalding,  who  was 
ordained  on  Sept.  11,  1782,  and  dismissed  on  Oct.  23,  1787.  Samuel  Judson, 
father  of  Willard  Judson,  was  ordained  on  Oct.  18,  1792,  and  remained 
untn  his  death  on  Nov.  11,  1832.  On  Sept.  23,  1831,  at  a  meeting  of  tbo 
church,  it  was  voted  to  call  David  A.  Grosvenor  as  iMr.  Judson's  collea;rue.  . 
On  February  7  of  the  next  year,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  pastor's  house,  tfee. 
society  refused  to  concur  with  the  church  in  calling  Mr*  Grosvenor,  and  a 
resolution  was  adopted  to  the  effect  that  the  meml>ers  who  were  in  favor  of 
calling  Mr.  Grosvenor  should  withdraw  from  the  old  society  and  unite  with 
the  Evangelical  Society  recently  organized,  "in  order  to  maintain  the  worship 
and  ordinances  of  the  gospel  according  to  the  established  principles  and  usages, 
of  the  Orthodox  Congregational  churches  in  this  Commonwealth."  Accordingly 
Mr.  Grosvenor's  adherents  withdrew  from  the  old  society,  and  assumed  the 
name  of  the  •^First  Evangelical  Congregational  Church  and  Society  in  Uxbridgc,* 
and  the  mother  church  then  or  afterwards  was  known  as  the  ^  First  Congregational 
Church  and  Society  in  Uxbridge."  The  new  society  ordained  Mr.  Grosvenor 
on  June  G,  1832.     lie  was  dismissed  on  June  15,  1842. 

On  Dec.  28,  1842,  John  Orcutt  was  ordained,  and  on  'May  1,  1849,  dis- 
missed. In  January,  1844,  a  committee  of  ten  was  appointed,  to  unite  with 
the  committees  chosen  by  the  Baptist  and  Unitarian  societies,  to  visit  every 
family  in  town,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  destitute  with  copies  of  the 
Bible.    In  February,  1845,  resolutions  were  adopted  by  the  church  and  society 
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protesting  against  **haiiuin  slarery,  as  a  yiolation  of  bumun  rights  and  of  Uio 
spirit  of  tbo  go9|)oU  and  as  a  system  which  the  church  could  not  countonanoo 
with  impunity,  declaring  the  church  cannot  fellowship  Christians  who  support 
it,  and  disavowing  any  sympathy  with  those  professed  friends  of  the  Aawe  who 
deal  in  harsh  denunciations  against  the  church  and  ministry,  and  are  seeking 
.tO:aix>lish  slavery  at  the  cost  of  our  civil  and  religious  in:»titutions.'* 

On  April  3,  1850,  J.  J.  Abbott  was  installed  pastor,  and  dismissed  on  Oct. 
30,  18G2^  On  Dec.  15,  J.  B.  Johnson  was  installed,  and  dismissed  on  Jau.  31, 
18G8.  T.  C.  Biscoe  was  installed  on  Dec.  2,  1868,  and  dismissed  in  187.5, 
on  July  1st.  The  present  pastor,  William  II.  Cobb,  was  installed  on  Sept. 
18,  1878.    The  whole  number  of  meml)ers  is  995 ;  the  present  numl)er,  141. 

The  first  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  society,  after  the  formation  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  was  Samuel  Clarke,  who  was  ordained  on  Jan.  9,  1833,  and 
remained  until  his  death,  in  November,  1859.  His  successor  was  Charles  T. 
Canfield,  ordained  in  tbo  fUll  of  1860,  and  dismissed  in  April,  1862.  R.  D. 
I^urr  became  pastor  in  1862,  and  was  dismissed  in  1868.  S.  R.  Priest  was 
installed  on  Jan.  19,  1869,  and  served  the  society  until  Jan.  1,  1871.  James 
T»  Lusk  was  the  next  pastor,  and  was  dismissed  in  July,  1875 ;  and  in  the  £ill 
of  the  same  year  George  Brcmner,  the  pi*esent  pastor,  was  ordained.  This 
society  was  incorporated  in  1797,  and  in  1834  the  present  church  edifice  was 
built. 

in  tl^e  southern  part  of  the  town,  near  a  place  called  Ironstone,  is  the  **  Old 
Quaker  Meeting-house."  This  building  is  of  brick,  and  was  erected  in  1 1 70, 
as  tiie  following  from  old  records  shows:  —  "^In  the  4th  month  1770  the 
S;ntthfield  monthly  meeting  ordered  a  meeting  house  to.be  built  a  little  south- 
erly of  Moses  F.  Farnum's,  by  the  side  of  the  Great  Road.  In  the  4th  month 
the  house  was  built  thirty-five  feet  long  and  thirty  feet  broad.  During  the  5lh 
month,  1771,  Adam  Harkness,  William  BuflTum  and  David  Steero  'do  Report 
yt  they  find  the  whole  cost  of  building  the  Brick  meeting  house  to  amount  to* 
£206  88,  Id.*"  The  hous^  has  been  in  use  to  Uie  present  time.  Its  wiills 
show  no  sign  of  decay,  and  the  roof,  with  no  ornamental  jets,  appears  as  it 
did  one  hundred  and  eight  years  ago.  The  sashes  contain  the  same  small 
panes,  and  the  same  doors  swing  as  formerly  on  leather  hinges. 

In  1842,  on  June  22,  the  North  Uxbridge  "Baptist  Church  was  organized  at 
Rogerson's  Village,  when  and  where  a  council  met,  **to  constitute  a  church, 
and  ordain  Austin  Robbins.**  The  Baptist  churches  of  Sutton,  Worcester, 
TVoonsocket,  R.  I.,  and  Thompson,  Conn.,  were  represented  by  pastors  or 
laymen.  The  number  of  members  at  organization  was  twenty. .  The  present 
rocml)ership  iia  about  one  hundred.  No  house  of  worship  1ms  l)een  erected ; 
services  have  been,  and  are,  held  in  a  hair  in  Rogerson's  Viilase.  Austin 
Robbins  was, the  first  pastor,  and  was  followed  by  Joseph  Tillinghast;  and  ho 
by  ^amcs  W.  Russell,  ordained  on.Nov.  4, 1854,  and  dismissed  in  May,  1865; 
Josepji  Barber,  settled  on  March  15,  1865,  dismissed  on  Dec.  4,  1868 ;  J.  W.  * 
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Dick,  Bellied  in  May,  1869,  distnissed  on  Aug.  4,  1871 ;  J.  A.  Tiltbn,  settled 
on  Feb.  2,  1872,  dismissed  on  Sept.  30, 1877  ;  B.  II.  Lane,  the  present  paslor, 
was  settled  on  Oet.  1,  1877.  Joseph  Smith  and  Job  B.  Boomer  served  tfiis 
society  at  different  times. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Uxbridge  had  its  origin  in  the  year  1950, 
when  the  first  mass  was  celebrated  in  Taft's  Hall  by  Eev.  Mr.  McGratlf.  Oilier 
celebrants  were,  afterward,  —  Daniel  Maloney,  John  Boyce,  of  St.  John's 
Church  in  Worcester,  and  Charles  O.  Reily  of  Blackstone.  E.  J.  Sherridan  of 
Roxbury  became  the  first  resident  pastor  in  1832 ;  and  in  October  of  the  same 
year  the  present  church  edifice  was  erected.  E.  J.  Sherridan  remained  pastor 
of  the  church  till  June,  18G7,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Dennis  O'Keefo,  who 
served  till  May,  1868.  He  was  followed  by  Dennis  C.  Moran,  who  occupied 
the  pastoral  office  until  July,  1871,  and  was  succeeded  by  Henry  Robinson,  ibo 
present  pastor*  James  Boyle  was  appointed  curate  in  1876,  and  was  succeeded 
in  1878  by  John  T.  Madden,  the  present  curate.  St.  Mary*s  **  Chapel  of  Ilaso.*' 
was  established  by  this  parish,  at  Whitinsville,  in  the  town  of  Northbrid^,  in 
1871;    The  membership  of  both  church  and  chapel  is  about  two  thousand. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  In  Uxbridge  originated  in  a  mission,  estall*- 
liBhpd  in  September,  1874,  when  William  Merrill,  a  preacher  of  the  Mctho-' 
dist  church,  conducted  services  in  Tuft's  Hall.     Ho  remained  until  Feb.'  7^ 

•m 

1875,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  Frank  T.  Pomeroy,  who  served  until  April, 
1877.  During  his  administration,  the  congregation  was  increased  to  onp 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  miission  was  organized  as  a  church  with  eight  tncm* 
bci-s  on  Dec.  19,  1875,  by  William  Hascall,  D.  D.,  presiding  elder.  John  W. 
Collier  was  pastor  fix)m  June  19,  1877,  to  June  of  the  following  year,  when 
J.  II.  Thompson,  the  present  pastor,  was  api>ointcd  by  conference ;  previously, 
the  appointments  had  been  made  by  the  presiding  elder.  The  present  meni- 
1)ership  id  about  8ixty.  On  March  8,  1878,  a  lot  was  secuted  on  which  to 
erect  a  house  of  worship,  the  building  of  which  began  in  1879, 'and  was  com^ 
pleted  iu  the  same  year,  at  a  cost  of  five  thousand  dollars.  The  site  of  the 
church  is  a  part  of  the  old  burying-yard. 


CHAPTER  in. 

> 
•  •  ■       - 

MILLS  AND  MAKUFAGTURING  —  EDUCATIOKAL    INTERESTS  —  LQCAL  mSTITUTIONS 

-*-  THE   WAB  OF  THE  BeBELUOK. 

The  leading  industry  of  Uxbridge  is  the  manufacture  of  tdztile  fabrics. 
The  water-privileges  afforded  by  the  three  rivers  were  early  improved.    As* 
early  as  1790,  on  the  Mumford  River,  near  the  meeting-bouse,  ^  there  were 
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8overal  sorts  of  mills  and  wator-works  in  excellent  order,  where  much  business 
was  well  performed."  In  1810,  Daniel  Day  built,  near  the  West  River,  a  mill 
and  put  in  a  carding-machine  and  picker  for  the  pur[K)se  of  carding  rolls  for 
homo  manufacture.  In  the  spring  of  1811,  the  mill  was  enlarged  and  a  billy 
and  jenny  added.  In  September  of  ^b^  same  year,  a  hand-loom  was  put  in, 
and  during  the  year  1812  four  more  looms  were  added.  The  same  kind  of 
picker  was  used  then  as  at  the  present  time.  It  was  openited  by  a  picker- 
string  attached  to  a  picker-stick,  held  in  the  hand  of  the  opehitor  while  the 
hamcdscs  were  worked  by  the  feet  of  the  weaver.  Ibis  was  the  first  woolen- 
mill  in  Uxbridge.  Joseph  Day  and  Jerry  Whoelock  were  assoetiitod  with  Daniel 
Day.  In  1825,  this  mili  was  enl:ir<?dd,  axanul  built  to  it, from  the  West 
Itiver,  power-Ioom3  added,  and  operated  by  Joseph  E>iiy ;  was  burnt  in  1844; 
rebuilt «ujqn  after,  aj;idan^^853  sold  to  Sunniel^W.  Scott;  burnt  again  &a"^1878 
and  immediately  rdbuilt.  ^''  The  presont^^firm-name  is  J.  R.  Scott  &  Co«:  The 
mill  contains  tnree^sets.  of  niQiokinery ;  forty-two  o[>enitives  are  employed,  and 
forty  thousaitd  yatils^f'satioetS.arcTmade  per  iS^onlhl 

lu  1810,  Ebcnezer  Clupp  erected  a  small  mill  in  North  Uxbridge,  on  the 
Mumford  River,  west  of  the  present  granite  bfiill.  In  1817,  Ro1)ert  Rogerson 
became  owner,  raised  the  dani  and  built  the  west  mill  in  1823,  and  the  east 
mill  in  1827.  The  greater  part  of  the  village— now  called  Roirorson's  Village 
— was  built  and  oxtonsivo  improvements  maJc.  Rogerson  failed  in  1837,  and 
the  property  passed  into  the  posses-sjon  of  his  creditors,  who  were  incorporated 
in  1812  as  the  '*  Uxbridge  Cotton  Mills.''  In  1850,  Ihis  property  was  sold  to 
the  Whitins,  who  united  the  mills.  James  F.  Whitin  isi  now  owner  and 
operator.  This  mill  is  equipped  with  improved  machinery,  and  has  no  superior 
in  this  country.  .  Tho^round^  near  it  arc  laid  out  with  milch-taste.  The  ihain 
building  is  three  hundred  feet  iif  tength;..  tho  pcoduet  am  )unts  to  nearly  two 
million  yards  per  year  of  cottotf  sheetings.  -The  nnmI)or  of  bpcrsitives  is  one 
hundred  arid  seventy-five,  andjlhe  number 'o^siijncllcs  is  ti?n  thousand; 

In  the  western  part  of  No'rlh.UxJ)pi\lge"is  Uj^irlvilegd  on  a  small  strc:tm  called 
Rivulet,  arid  tl^f^ill  is  known  by,tho  same  naiHo.  Tn  184 4,. operations  wore 
1)egun  at  this  .p^ce,  a  mill  buiilt,  and  'ii  co'm'pimv  or  ,jPor[>orstioh~formcd  to 
manufacture  satinets,  broadclpth,  and  cassimercs,  T^ith  one  set  (>f  machinery. 
This  company  was  incAijioratcd  in  181G|' and^colisisted;cof  Dauicl.Ow^pentcr, 
Ephraim  Spring,  Samnej  Rcad/^Alphcus  pjtj'lic^,  Sainucl  Judson,- Jerry 
Wheelock,  and  Joseph  JF. 'Perry.  '"In  1824  this  con^p.iny  had  no  existence, 
and  in  1832  its  affairs  were  at  an  end.  Alphcus  Baylies  operated  tlin  mill  for  two 
or  three  years  after  1825,  and  then  failed.  Between  1830  and  18rt0,  the  mill  was 
used  for  a  carriage  manufactory,  and  other  works  of  minor  importance.  In 
1868,  Southwick  &  Sayles  bought  the  property  and  snpplicd  woolen  machinery, 
and  rented  it  for  the  manufacture  of  knitting  yarn  ;  burnt  in  1871 ;  rebuilt  so<m 
after  and  furnished  with  cotton  machinery  for  making  warps.  In  1872,  four 
sets  of  woolen  machinery  were  substituted.     Southwick  sold  his  interest  to 
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Zadok  A.  Tafb,  and  tbe  present  firm-name  is  S iylcs«  Taffc  &  Co.     Forty-five 
operatives  arc  employed,  and  thirty  thousand  yards  of  satinets  made  per  month' 

In  1814  a  small  mill  was  built  at  Ironstone  by  William  Arnold  and  others, 
and  used  for  a  cotton-mill ;  burnt  in  1828 ;  rebuilt  in  1832  and  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  satinets ;  burnt  in  18G2 ;  rebuilt  in  1876,  and  now  operated  as 
a  shoddy-itiill. 

In  1821,  on  the  Mumford  River,  near  the  present  centre  of  the  town,  was 
built  the  Capron  Mill.  It  was  used  for  the  manufacture  of  satinets,  and  con- 
tained enough  cotton  machinery  to  make  warps.  The  first  power-looms  in 
Uxbridge,  and  the  first  satinet  power-looms  in  America,  were  used  in  this  miil. 
The  Capron  Mill  Company  failed  in  1829.  In  1836  the  mill  was  enlarged, 
more  machinery  added,  and  has  always  been  a  satinet-mill.  The  property  is 
owned  by  the  heirs  of  J.  &  W.  Capron,  and  operated  by  Capron  &  Ilayward; 
contains  five  sets  of  woolen  machinery  and  enough  cotton  machinery  to  make 
the  warps  used  in  the  mill ;  eighty-five  operatives  are  employed,  and  forty-fivo 
thousand  yards  of  satinets  produced  per  month. 

In  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  one  mile  from  the  centre,  is  the  Wacantuck 
Mill  on  the  West  River.  Tbe  dam  was  built  in  1824,  and  the  mill  erected 
during  the  following  year  by  Luke  Tafl ;  burnt  in  1837  and  rebuilt  in  1838. 
In  1846,  C.  A.  &S.  M.  Wheelock,  the  present  owners  and  operators,  came  into 
possession  of  the  property  and  manufactured  satinets,  tweeds,  yarns  and 
flannel ;  since  1855,  cassimeres,  of  which  latter  one  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
yards  are  made  a  year.  The  mill  contains  five  sets  of  machinery,  and  gives 
employment  to  seventy-five  operatives. 

Sonth-cast  of  the  centre  of  the  town  is  the  Uxbridire  Woolen  Mill.  This 
mill  and  village  are  on  the  Blackstone.  The  dam  was  built  in  1824,  and  (he  mill- 
structure  in  1825.  The  manufacture  of  cassimeres  was  begun  in  the  fall  of  1826 ; 
the  mill  was  burnt  in  August,  1828,  and  immcdiatclj'  rebuilt.  Soon  after  this 
time  the  making  of  satinets  was  in  progress  and  continued  till  1844.  The  mill 
was  owned  and  operated  by  an  incorporated  compan}',  consisting  of  Araariah 
Chapin,  Royal  Chapin,  George  Willard,  John  Taft  and  Orsamus  Taft,  the  first 
American  weaver  of  satinets  in  this  country.  In  1846,  M.  D.  F.  Steere  and  Josiah 
Seagraves  were  in  possession.  In  1850,  the  mill  was  enlarged  to  accommodate 
twelve  sets  of  machinery  ;  burnt  again  in  1852,  and  rebuilt  during  the  follow- 
ing  year.  In  the  spring  of  1858  Steere  disposed  of  his  interest,  and  Seagraveif 
failed.  In  1860,  the  mortgagees  sold  to  W.  D.  Davis  of  Providence.  IIo 
sold  to  R.  &  J.  Taft,  who  made  extensive  repairs.  In  18?0,  W.  t).  Davis  was 
again  proprietor.  The  firm-name  is  now  W.  D.  Davis  &  Co.  One  hundred 
and  thiHy  operatives  are  employed ;  the  mill  contains  twelve  sets  of  machinery , 
and  produces  twenty-eight  thousand  yards  of  fancy  cassimeres  per  monlb. 
This  is  the  largest  woolen-mill  in  Uxbridge. 

The  **  Central  Mill,''  so  called,  ea<;l  of  the  centre  of  tbe  town,  on  tbe  Dlack- 
0tone,A7as  built  by  Moses  Tall,  who  bought  all  tbo  rights  of  the  Bkckstouo 
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Canal  CompaDj,  and  rights  of  Uuid-ownera.  The  mill  vas  soppliod  with  four 
■eta  of  machinery  and  rented  to  Soutbwick  &  Sayles*  who  were  O|iorator4  until 
1861,  when  they  sold  their  interest  to  Bradford*  Taft  A  Co.  of  Providence. 
R.  A  J.  Tnfb  liecame  owners  in  liHUi ;  iu  1873  the  mill  was  enlarged,  and  now 
contains  ten  sets  of  machinery,  employs  one  hundred  and  thirty  opcratiyes  and 
produces  twenty-five  thousand  yards  of  cassimeres  per  month.  The  present 
operator  is  Daniel  W.  Tall. 

The  Uxbridge  Academy  was  built  by  sul)scription  in  1819,  and  the  first 
school  was  opened  in  1820.'  AbicI  Jacques  was  the  first  tenchcr,.and  was  fol- 
lowed by  Abijah  Kendall.  Jacques  was  employed  ogaiu,  and  was  succeeded  by 
William  H.  Williams.  In  1832,  the  school  was  called  a  "*  Female  Academy,^ 
and  was  eondneted  as  such  until  1836,  when  a  mixed  school  was  held.  In 
T855,  the  academy  accommodated  the  high  school,  and  it  remained  there  until 
provided  for  elsewhere.  The  upper  part  of  the  academy  is  used  as  a  society 
hall,  and  the  lower  for  the  district  court. 

The  public  schools  in  Uxbridge  consist  of  graded  and  mixed  schools,  and 
are  in  charge  of  a  committee  of  twelve  members.  In  1868,  a  large  .and  han^ 
some  building  was  erected  for  school  purposes  at  the  centre  of  the  town.  It 
accommodates  the  high  school,  grammar,  intermediate  primary,  and  sub- 
primary  schools.  There  is  a  graded  school  at  Norlh  Uxbridge  —  grammar  and 
'primary — and  in  other  parts  of  the  town  there  are  nine  common,  or  district 
i^hools.     The  school  appropriation  for  the  year  1878  was  six  thousand  dollars. 

The  Uxbridge  Public  Library  was  established  in  March,  1873.  The  books 
of  the  Uxbridge  Library  Association,  and  Agricultural  Library  Association, 
formed  the  nucleus  of  the  present  collection  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  vol- 
umes, which  is  supported  by  annual  town  grants. 

The  district  court  for  Uxbridge,  Nortbbridge,  Douglas  and  Blackstono  was 
established  on  April  13,  1872,  and  is  held  every  day,  alternately  in  Uxbridge 
and  Blackstone ;  on  Mondays  for  civil  business  in  Blackstone,  and  on  Satur- 
days for  civil  business  in  Uxbridge.  A.  A.  Putnam  was  appointed  presiding 
justice  and  continues  in  office ;  and  Zadok  A.  Taft  of  Uxbridge,  and  Francis 
N.  Thayer  of  Blackstone,  are  assistant  justices. 

The  post-bffice  in  Uxbridge  was  established  previous  to  1810,  iu  the  northern 
part  of  the  to^vn,  now  known  as  North  Uxbridge.  Sareiuel  H^d  was  the  first 
postmaster,  and  at  his  house,  which  stood  oa  the  Boston  and.Hirtford  turn- 
pike, the  office  was  kept  until  1852,  when  it  was  removed  tp  Rogerson's  vil- 
lage, it:)  present  place.     Until  the  turnpike  company  ^y.ls  organized  and  Jiegan 

to  run  its  coaches,  the  mail  to  and  from  Boston  was  carried  in  a  **  one-horse 

»  ■  -        ■ 

gig."  This  post-office  accommodated  the  towns  of  Northl>ridgo  and  Douglas. 
A  post-office  was  established  at  the  centre  of  the  town  in  about  the  year  1825, 
and  the  following  have  been  postmasters  at  the  centre  in  this  order:  John  W. 

(/apron,  Sullivan  Thayer,  Thomas  Aldrich,  Richard  D.  Mpwry,  Charles  B. 

•«        *    '  • . » 

liawson^  and  Charles  A.  Taft,  the  present  incumbent. 
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Tho  BlacUstone  Bhiik  of  Uxbridge  was'o'fganizcd  as  a  State  bank  of  discount 
and  deposit  with  a  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  at  the  house  of 
Moses  Chapin,  on  August  27,  1825,  when  tho  following  were  elected  directors: 
John  Capron, Benjamin  Adams,  Bezaleel  Taft,  Jr.,  Effingham  L.  Oipron,  Sylva- 
nus  Holbrook,  John  Thayer,  Jr.,  George  Wall,  Jr.,  Peter  Farnum.  Presidents : 
John  Gipron,  Bezaleel  Taft,  Jr.,  Paul  Whitin,  Moses  Taft ;  cashiers,  J.  Gregory, 
E.  W.  Hay  ward,  C.  S.  Weston.  This  bank  was  robbed  of  twelves  thousand 
eight  hundred  dollars  on  July  12,  1874. 

The  Uxbridge  Savings  Bank  was  incoiporated  on  Juno  3,  1870.  Moses 
Taft  is  president,  and  Charles  A.  Taft,  treasurer.  , 

Durioff  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  the  town  of  Uxbridge  furnished  two  ban- 
dred  and  ninety  soldiers  —  seventeen  more  than  was  called  for  by  tho  StatjB. 
The  first  *' war  meeting"  was  held  on  May  11,  1861,  when  it  was  voted  to  give 
each  volunteer  belonging  to  the  town  twenty-one  dollars  a  month  while  in  ser- 
vice and  one  dollar  a  day  for  drilling"  previous  to  enlistment,  **not  exceeding 
twenty  days  of  eight  hours  a  day."  Fifteen  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated 
at  the  same  meeting  to  purchase  unifortns,  and  one  hundred  dollars  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  forming  a  company  of  riflemen. 

On  May  3,  18G2,  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  appropriated  to 
pay  State  aid  to  families  of  volunteers.  A  committee  was  appointed  ^to  learn 
the  names  t)f  the  6oldiei*s  belonging  to  Uxbridge,  that  their  names  may  be  pre- 
served to  posterity  by  causing  the  same  to  bo  entered  upon  the  records  of.  the 
town."  On  July  23d  the  town  voted  to  give  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  to  eacli  volunteer  for  three  year^,  and  be  accredited  to  the  town  quota. 
On  August  23d  the  same  amount  of  bounty  was  voted  to  those  who  entered  the 
service  for  nine  months,  to  be  paid  when  the  town's  quota  was  full;  if  not 
filled  by  volunteers,  and  a  draft  was  made,  then  no  bounty  would  be  paid. 

In  18G3,  on  March  2d,  the  treasurer  was  authorized  to  liorrow  four  thousand 
dollars  for  State  aid  to  be  paid  to  families  of  Volunteers  during  the  year.  On 
September  28th  it  was  voted  that  State  aid  be  paid  to  the  families  of  drafted  men* 
In  December  a  committee  was  chosen  to  assist  in  recruiting,  with  authority  to 
employ  agents  to  proceed  to  the  front  to  induce  soldiers  to  re-enlist  to  the 
credit  of  the  town. 

On  May  2, 1864,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  wa^  voted 
to  be  paid  to  three  years*  volunteers,  and  so  remained  till  the  close  of  the  war, 
to  which  time  recruiting  was  continued.  The  whole  amount  expended  for  wai^ 
purposes  was  twenty  thousand  two  hundred  dollars  and  sixteen  cents  ($20,* 
200. IG)  ;  for  State  aid,  fourteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars 
and  seventy-one  cents  ($14,G33.71).  AlKHit  ten  thousand  dollars  was  con- 
tributed by  citizens  and  has  not  been  reimbursed. 

Following  are  the  names  of  Uxbridge  soldiers  who  died  during  or  sinqe.  the 
war :  Capt.  William  II.  Seognive,  Serg*t  Charles  Bmdford«  Serg*t  Abnim  F. 
Burrill,  Corp.  Samuel  C.  Thompson,  Corp.  Ilenry  A.  Collar,  Corp.  Andrew 
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W.  Oarside,  Aaron  Metcalf,  Gaorgo  O.  Fiteh,  Henrj  H.  Lcg^,  James  F. 
Rosaell,  Arnold  Mowry,  Jcromo  P.  Soutbwiek,  Henry  Chapman,  Palmer 
Bnman,  Walter  L.  Murdock,  Ortn  F.  Ruwdon,  Walter  Judson,  Benjamin 
Hall,  Charles  Howard,  Hezckiab  Hall,  John  Simonds,  James  Norbrcy,  Henry 
M.  Engley,  John  Wbitcomb,  Richard  M.  Sabin,  Addison  R.  White,  Michael 
Duggan,  William  J.  Cole,  Franklin  L.  Htfydcn,  Samuel  W.  Smith,  Walter  L. 
Hayden,  Charles  H.  Thompson,  Edward  E.  Wright,  Henry  L.  Taft,  George 
W.  Kenney,  Uugli  Salmon. 

In  1820  and  1822  Benjamin  Adams  of  Ux  bridge  was  elected  Representative 
to  Congress. 

In  1853  Joseph  Thayer  was  a  dolei^ate  to  the  Constitutional  Conrcntion. 

Representatives  to  the  General  Court:  Daniel  Read,  1755;  Nicholas  Bay* 
lies,  1758;  Solomon  Wood,  17G0,  '61,  '62;  Ezekicl  Woo<l,  17G6  to  1771, 
inclusive;  Joseph  Read,  1772,  74;  Abncr  Rawson,  1775,  '7G;  Jo:<eph  Read, 
1777 ;  Nathan.  Tyler,  1778,  79,^80;  Nicholas  Baylies,  1781;  BezalceV  Taft, 
1783 ;  Seth  Read,  1784,  '85,  '80 ;  Samuel  Willard,  1787 ;  Nathan  Tyler,  1789, 
^90, '91 ;  Bezaleol  Taft,  1794  to  1797,  inclusive,  and  1802,  '3,  '4 ;  Joseph  Rich- 
ardson, 1805 ;  Bczalccl  Taft,  1806 ;  Peter  Farnum,  1803 ;  Benjamin  Adams, 
1^09  to  1813,  inclusive;  Samuel  Read,  1814;  Daniel  Carpenter,  1815;  Sam- 
uel Read,  John  Capron,  181G;  Samuel  Read,  Bezulecl  Taft,  1817,  *18 ;  Sam- 
nel  Read,  Daniel  Carpenter,  1819  ;;  Samuel  Read,  Bezaleol  Taft,  1830 ;  Bcznleel 
Taft,  Jr.yl821,  *22,  *23;  Joseph  Thayer,  1834, '26;  Bczalccl  Taft,  Jr.,  1828; 
Joseph  Tliayer,  Daniel  Carpenter,  1829;  Samuel  Read, George  Willard,  1830, 
'81  r  Samuel  Read,  Joseph  Thayer,  1832  ;  Effingham  L.  Capron,  Joseph  Thayer, 
18^;  Joseph  Day,  Samuel  Read,  1834;  John  W.  Capron,  George  Willard, 
1835,  *36;  John  Carpenter,  Ellcry  Ilolbrook,  1837;  Asa  Thaybr,  Samuel 
Read,  1838;  Francis  Dcanc,  Jr.,  Gideon  Mowry,  1839;  Jonathan  F.  South* 
wiclfe  184Q;  Otis  Wilcox,  1841 ;  Chandler  Tift;,  1842;  Henry  aiapin,  1844;^' 
Moses  Taft,  1845;  Cyrus  G.Wood,  1854;  Charles  A.  Taft,  1855;  Jairob  Taft, 
1856 ;  Samuel  W.  Scott,  1857  ;  Joshua  Garsido,  1858  ;  Scott  Seagntvc,  1859 ; 
Newell  Tyler,  18G0;  William  C.  Capron,  1861  ;  Stott  Scagi-dvo,  1863-,  R.  D. 
Burr,  1865;  Harrison  C.  Whitmoro,  A.  A.  Sherman,  1870;  Charles  A. 
Wheelock  (senator),  1869,  '70;  George  W.  Hobbs,  1871;  George  W.  Taft, 
1873;  Charles  C.  Capron,  1875;  Zudok  A.  Taft,  1877. 

William  Baylies,. M.  D.,  a  noted  politician,  was  born  in  Uxbridge  on  Dec. 
5,  1743 ;  died  in  Dighton  on  June  17,  1826.  He  was  a  Membdr  of  Congress 
from  1805  to  1809. 

Nicholas  Baylies,  judge  and  author,  was  bom  in  Uxbridge  in  1772,  and  died 
in  London  on  Aug.  17,  1846. 

Willard  Preston,  D.  D.,  an  eminent  clergyman,  was  born  in  Uxbridge  on  ' 
May  29,  1785 ;  died  in  Savannah,  Ga.,  on  April  26,  1850. 
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X^RMATION  OF  THE  TOWNSHIP — INDIAN  INHABITANTS  —  WILD  BEASTS  —  INOOB- 
PORATION — NATURAL  FEATURES — RAILIIOADS  AND  HIGHWAYS  —  WATER  jfiSD 
ROCK  SYSTEMS. 

Warren,  formerly  called  Western,  is  situated  at  the  south-west  angle  of 
Worcester  County.  Its  outline  is  irregular.  Originally  it  was  included  iii  the' 
tpwns  of  Brookfield  (Quaboag),  Palmer  (Kingstown)  and  Brimfield. 

A  small  portion  of  the  Broolifield  land  ceded  to  Western  (Warren)  n^as- 
bought  by  Ensign  Thomas  Cooper  of  Springfield,  November,  1665,  of  Shattoo-" 
quis  and  AlatUiwamppe,  sagamores  of  a  faction  of  the  Quaboag  Indians.  The 
Indian  grant  was  from  the  junction  6f  the  Lashaway,  ^ the  river  that  flows  from 
Quabgag  lakelet, -'  with  the  outlet  from  Wickaboag  Pond,  down  to  the  Naultaug  ' 
(Dean's  Brook),  and  so  up  this  stream  southward  to  the  head  of  it,  and  from- 
here  to  the  verge  of  a  hill  called  Asquoach  (Bear^^Knoli  range)  ;  fromtheiicid 
to  the  lakelet  or  Podunk  Pond. 

When  the  town  was  incorporated  a  much  larger  tract  than  the  aboi^e  watf 
taken  from  Bropkfield.     Brimfield  was  first  known  as  the  plantation  adjoining  ' 
Springfield.     The  land   from   a  portion  of  Palmer  was  called  the  **  Elbow  * 
Tract,'' so  named  fnim  the  angles  of  the  rivers  that  form  the  Chicopee,  and' 
later  the  West  Reserve.     Wai-e  bounds  Warreu  on  the  north-west.     A  monu- 
ment about  eight  rods  in  a  swamp,  on  the  road  to  the  former  village,  is  so 
situated  that  by  a  slight  change  in  position  one  can  be  in  three  counties  nnU 
three  towns. 

Beyond  the  railroad  crossing,  on  the  main  road  to  West  Brookfield,  a  few 
rods  from  the  farm-house  on  the  left,  is  a  knoll  from  which  the  valley  can  l>c ' 
traced  to  Marks  Mountain.  Here  stood  the  Marks  garrison.  Tradition 
shows  that  Mrs.  Marks  was  a  woman  of  braver^s  not  to  add  stratagem.  Being 
left  alone,  she  saw  unfriendly  Indians  lurking  near  the  garrison,  waiting  for  aii 
opportunity  to  attack  the  settlement.     She  quickly  put  on  her  husband*8  wig, 
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bat  and  greatcoat,  shotildcrecl  a  gun  and  paced  the  sontiners  licat  at  tbo  top  of 
the  fortification,  vociferating  ^All'ts  well  I  AlPs  well!**  This  artifice  baffled 
the  design  of.the  Indians,  and  a  hasty  retreat  followed.  In  some  narratiTcs  it 
is  told  th:it  an  Indian  was  killed  by  an  unerring  shot  from  her  gun. 

A  petty  tribe  of  Indians  bad  their  wigwams  about  twenty  rods  si>uth  of  the 
town  farm-houfe.  Tbo  site  of  the  Sagamore's  lodge,  well  remember^  liy 
William  P.  Cowee,  was  on  a  fl:it  trending  towards  the  ^w:imp.  The  Indiali 
Tillage  as  well  as  their  biiriaUground  was  sheltered  by  the  hills  that  g:ivc  them 
gamc^  their  salmon-tishery  was  in  the  Nenameseck  (a  fishing  b:isket);  or  tbo 
Ware  River.  Tbo  portion  of  land  north  of  the  Qua1>ong  ( in  some  deeds  si>ellcd 
Schobonge),  extending  to  the  Ware  River,  was  called  Woffll>enesisccook, 
and  Ixiugbt  of  the  sachem.,  Anogomok,  James  and  Simon,  sons  and  heirs  of 
Black  James,  sachem  of  tbe  Nipmuck  country. 

Though  many  years  have  elapsed  since  tbo  Indian  bos  disap^x^ared  from  the 
Cowee  and  other  fields  in  town,  yet  the  plowshare^  within  a  short  tinke,  lias 
upturned  tbeir  durable  memorials  of  lal>oriou8  ingenuity,  in  the  shape  of  sloae 
arrows  and  s[)ear-beads,  buried  with  the  warriors  who  hod  gone  to  the  hunting- 
grounds  of  the  Great  Spirit.  Their  chiefs  were  usually  buried  in  a  sitting 
posture,  with  the  face  toward  the  rising  sun. 

The  corn  was  planted  with  an  a^^ology  for  a  hoe,  which  was  s  laigo  elam^ 
shell  or, the  scapula  (shoulder-blade)  of  the  deer,- tied  on  a  round  stick  of 
wood.  Their  strings  were  the  tendons  of  animals  or  fibres  of  various  plants. 
In  each  hill  of  corn  a  fish  was  placed  for  fertilization. 

The  four  ^aplings  to  which  the  molhcr-squaw  tied  tbo  largo  bearskin  and 
therein  placed  her  bcad-cycd  pappoose,  lashed  to  a  daintily-fashioned  birch- 
bark,  with  tbe  soft  breeze  of  summer  gently  swaj'iiig  the  aerial  cradle,  beeanlQ 
trees,  and  now  have  yielded  to  the  woodman^s  axe. 

The  scpQped-out  rock  and  stone  pestle  are  left  to  tell,  us  of  ibeir  coarse, 
simple  fare  — samp  or  bomiuy,  also  succotash,  with  tbeir  wild  meats  and  fish. 
On  Marks  Mountain  is  a  crumbling,  rude  stone  fire-plac3,  where  the  Indiana 
cooked  the  fish  caught  in  tbe  rapid  river  at  its  base. 

'  TlJo  many  hills,  with  the  purling  brooklets  in  the  ravines,  were  ii  forest  park 
for  the  gnzcUc-cycd  fawn  and  tbo"antlcred  monarch  of  the  chase.''  Bruin, 
too,  had  his  haunts  and  lair  among  the  shelving  rocks.  As  late  as  1834  a  bear 
strayed  from  the  northern  wikls,  and  peacefully  ate  his  cbcstnnts  while  Debby 
Barnes  filled  her  basket  on  the  Opposite  oidc  of  the  tree.  But  it  was  his  list 
meal.  The  Nimrods,  both  old  and  young,  pursued  and  killed  him  on  Jimmy's 
Hill,  within  the  limits  of  Palmer. 

In  the  dead  pa:?t,  a  stalwart  Indian  would  come  to  the  red  man's  huri:!!- 
ground^ jind  bending  over  a  pyKiniid  of  undisturbed  stones,  that  probably 
marked  an  ancestor's  grave,  for  a  time  would  seem  entranced  in  pniycr,  then 
sorrowfully  turn  from  the  mound  and  retrace  bis  steps  to  the  blue  waters  that 
gave  him  fish  and  oysters. 
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Can  vfe  wonder  that  the  Nipmuck  braves  became  the  allies  of  the  able  King 
Philip  of  Mount  Hope,  whose  eagle  eye  saw  in  the  march  of  the  ** pale-face**  the 
abandonment  of  cherished  hunting-grounds,  the  obliteration  of  the  wigwam 
home,  and  the  extinction  of  bis  race? 

Western  (Warren)  was  incorporated  January,  1741.  The  parallel  of  42^ 
Ify  north,  and  meridian  of  72^  10'  west,  intersect  at  the  south-easterly  portion 
of  Bear-Knoll  range,  and  due  west  of  the  old,  old  homestead  of  Lieut.  Hodges. 
Few  towns  in  Worcester  County  surpasis  it  in  varied  scenery.  Views  of  rare 
loveliness,  gems  of  rural  beauty,  meet  the  pleasure-seeker  in  the  many  drives. 
From  Bear-Knoll  and  Long  Hill,  ColoncFs  Mountain  and  Coy*s  Hill,  the  prospect 
extcndsiarand  wide.  From  the  summit  of  the  latter,  Graylock,  the  highest  )and 
in  the  State,  is  seen;  Monadnock,  in  New  Hampshire;  Grace,  in  Warwict; 
Wachusett,  in  Princeton.  The  knobs  of  (he  Ilolyoke  range,  the  intervening 
valleys,  the  silvery  sheen  of  sti'eams  and  ponds,  the  dark  outliues  of  belts  of 
timber,  the  hills  dotted  here  and  there  with  villages,  fill  the  raptured  gaze  with 
delight. 

The  view  from  the  discontinued  road  that  hugged  the  side  of  Cedar  Hill| 
west  of  the  Blair-Foskit  house,  in  West  Warren,  is  highly  picturesque,  not 
exceeded  by  some  of  the  noted  gaps  or  passes  in  the  Blue  Ridge.  Here,  at  a 
glance,  may  lie  seen  nature  in  a  wild  mood,  supplemented  with  man*8  skill. 
The  Quaboag  Kiver  passes  through  the  narrow  gorge,  rushiilg,  dashing,  roaring 
ov^cE  the  rocky  lied  ;  on  the  left  bank,  the  puffing  iron  horae  of  the  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroad,  with  its  long  train  of  merchandise  or  palace  cars  instinct 
with  .life,  winds  gracefully  around  the  curve  at  the  base  of  Graton's  Crag. 
The  opening  of  the  valley  liej'^ond,  with  the  sloping  hills,  their  wood-crowncj 
summits  in  the  haze  of  blue,  lend  weird  beauty  to  this  rare  landscape. 

On  the  grass-grown  road  noi-therly  of  the  pound  is  a  charming  view  of  a 
New  England  village  nestled  amid  her  hills.  Tlie  valley  is  narrow,  and  the 
hillsides  and  summits  are  studded  with  btuldinors  both  neat  and  tastpful.. 
On  the  river  banks  and  Wigwam  Brook  are  located  the  varied  industries. 
The  many  trhins  of  the  Boston  aiid  Albany  road  wind  around  the  hills, 
disappear  in  the  cuts,  then  emerge  upon  embankments,  cross  and  re-cross  the 
stream  six  times  within  four  miles,  then  dash  onward  through  the  meadows,  an 

object  of  untiring  attraction,  carrying 

> 

'^  The  wealth  and  the  lord  of  earth, 
Tbo  tboagbU  of  his  God-like  mind, 
The  Tviud  In^  after  the  0 jing  forth, 
The  lightuiug  is  left  behind." 

In  the  triangulation  of  the  State,  a  monunn^nt  was  erected  on  Brown  or  the 
Colonel's  Mountain.  The  altitude  of  this  mountain  is  1,172  feet,  fifty-two  feet 
above  Ililliard's  Knob  on  Mount  Ilolyoke.  On  the  summit  is  a  rock  eighteen 
feet  high,  commanding  a  view  of  wide  extent.  This  bowlder  is  cbaractcrislio 
of  the  drift  period. 
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Manj  of  the  old  road«  over  the  bills  have  given  pkice  to  those  in  the  ▼alleys. 
Historic  ^  Beed  Street "  is  still  used.  This  elevated  road,  in  bygone  years* 
was  a  thoroughfare  from  Boston  to  the  Hudson  and  Delaware.  By  the  road- 
side  is  an  old  (nile-stone,  where  tlie  weary  traveller  could  read  the  distance 
from  Boston.  May  the  Heeds  guard  'this  antiquated  stone  from  vandal  hands, 
and  let  it  stand  as  a  monument  of  the  ability  and  patriotism  of  their  ancestors. 

A  detachment  from  Gen.  Burgoyne*s  afmy,  after  the  defeat  near  Saratoga, 
marched  through  this  street  to  the  Foster  Place,  —  the  site  of  which  is  marked 
by  some  Lorabardy  poplars,  —  up  the  hill,  around  "Devil's  Elbow^  to  the  filmed 
Cutler  tavern  stand  (T.  F.  Cutler's  residence),  down  the  sand-hill,  across  the 
low-lands,  the  causeway,  now  subqicrgcd  by  Comius's  roservoir,  up  the  steep 
hill  near  P.  Flaunery's  to  J.  B.  Gould's  and  A.  A.  Burbank*s,  from  thence 
to  Y^est  Brookfieid  and  onward  to  Boston.  The  night  they  built  their  camp- 
^re  in  town  one  of  the  privates  did  not  answer  the  roll-call  after  the  reveille ; 
he  lived  and  died  in  this  vicinity. 

Gen.  George  Washington,  in  going  to  take  command  of  the.  Continental 
Army  at  Cambridge,  i^asscd  over  this  route,  halted  under  an  elm  near  the 
Keyes-Gould  House,  and  **  drank  from  tho  bucket  that  hung  in  the  well." 

Not  half  a  decade  of  years  since,  underneath  this  grandly  venerable  elm, 
with  the  harvest-moon  shedding  its  mellow  rays  over  autumn-tinted  leaves, 
stood  a  sweet  singer  and  pledged  her  plighted  troth.  This  elm  was  planted  by 
Col.  Eeyes,  1750.  r 

The  old,  old  route  for  the  early  settlers  was  from  th^  Baldwiu  Bridge,  south 
of  West  Brookfield  depot,  to  Matthew  Patrick's  (now  W.  A.  Patrick's),  to  tlve 
Gershom  Makepeace  (yellow)  House,  with  its  seutiueMiko  poplars,  past  the 
Tdrge  bowlder  incorporated  with  a  stone  wall,  b;iek  of  Noah  Ashley  s  (A.  A. 
Burbank's),  below  the  bill  near  Solomon  Keyes'  (Mi*s.  A.  Bridges),  theuce  to 
Daniel  Blair's,  down  the  hill  to  the  Damon-Bemis  house,  across  Tufts  Brook, 
up  Breakneck  Hill  to  Isaac  Gleason's  (David  Bcmis),  onward  to  I»xjlc  Bliss'  (S. 
H.  Bliss),  from  here  north  of  Hubbard  Hill  and  ^Steerage  Rock"  iu  Brimfiold, 
to  King's  Crossing  (the  bridge  over  the  Quaboag),  and  onward  to  Fellows' 
tavern.  v* 

This  is  probably  the  Indian  trail  of  the  Agawams,  Woronoaks,*  and  other 
smalltribes  on  the  Qnohehti-cut  (the  long,' tidal  river;  the  Connecticut  is 
fmr  hundred  miles  long),  who  came  to  the  powerful  Nipmuck  or  Nipnct  trilx) 
to  pay  tribute  or  pass  through  their  wide  domains.  Tho  old  bay-path  or  nitid 
crossed  the  Quaboag  at  Brookticid,  following  somewhat  tho  course  of  this  riv.*r 
and  Chiccuppee  to  Indian  Orchard,  thence  to  Agawara.  Through  this  •*howI-. 
ing"  wilderiicss  Mr.  Wm.  Pynchon  and  his  small  baud  of  brave  pioneers 
marched  to  found  the  now  beautiful  city  of  Springfield. 

This  town  has  an  area  of  about  1,700  acres,  with  a  diversity  of  soil.     From 

*  Qraylock  \^bb  amoug  tho  last,  aud  a  noted  chief  of  the  Woronoaks.  The  high  peak  iu  the 
north-Western  part  of  tho  State  is  named  from  this  war-chief  of  prowess. 
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tbo  Cutler  Bridge  in  the  upper  village  a  stratum  of  sauci,  with  slight  moclifica« 
tions,  extends  to  Long  Island  Sound.  The  local  name  of  the  southerly  portion 
of  this  tract  in  Warren  is  indicative  of  the  poverty  of  tlie  soil.  It  is  said  that 
the  i&lct  near  the  Cutler  Bridge  was  formed  by  a  land-slide  from  this  sand- 
hill. 
Coy's  Hill  is  one  of  great  fertility;  but  few  tracts  of  land  of  equal  extent, 

,  between  the  Hol^'oko  range  and  the  seacoast,  surpass  it.  The  grasses  are 
highly  nutritious ;  the  pastures  abound  with  a  variety  resembling  the  bluegraas 

.  of  Kentucky ;  this,  with  the  limpid  water  of  the  springs  and  brooks,  gives  these 
fields  notoriety  among  herdsmen.  Other  parts  of  the  town  have  good  soil  and 
are  well  adapted  to  grazing  and  fruit-culture. 

The  underlying  rock  is  composed  of  quartz,  feldspar  and  mica,  with  Iron 

■  (ferruginous  gneiss).  lolito  and  adularia  are  found  near  Brimfield.  The  town 
abounds  in  durable  building-stone.  Iron-ore  was  formerly  dug  in  diflf^rent 
parts  of  the  town.     A  clay-pit  was  worked  near  the  Cutler  Bridge.     Opposite 

.Grnton*s  Crag  (just  within  the  limits  of  Palmer)  is  the  Hodges  Pool.  The 
water  of  this  mineral  spring  bears  a  close  resemblance,  chemically,  to  the 
chalybeate  wells  of  Saratoga. 

This  town  is  well  Watered.  Quaboag  River  is  the  outlet  of  Quaboag  Pond 
or  Lakelet.  It  flows  sluggishly  through  the  meadows,  with  a  fall  of  only  four 
feet ;  when  contracted  by  the  Warren  hills  its  velocity  is  increased.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  between  the  Cutler  Bridge  and  West  Brimfield  the  fall  averages  nearly 
fcjTly  feet  to  the  niile,  thus  aflbrding  many  fine  water-privileges.  The  brpolci 
are  but  little  utilized.  Bear  Knoll  range  forms  a  water-shed,  the  most  marked 
in  town.  The  water  of  its  rills  and  brooklets  makes  two  courses  to  Long 
Island  Sound,  ^ — on  the  southerly  side,  through  the  Quinebaug  and  Thames 
rivers ;  on  the  northerly  side,  through  the  Quaboag  and  Connecticut  rivers. 


CHAPTER  n. 


£ARLT  settlers  and  doings  —  IIINISTERS  AND  CHURCHES  —  EDUCATION —- 
COLONIAL  WARS  —  REVOLUTIONARY  MOVEMENTS  —  IN&URRECTION  OF  SHAT^ 
—  LATER  PASTORS  —  LOCAL   IMPROVEl|£NT8. 

The  love  of  country,  of  childhood  home,  is  deeply  engraven  on  memory'js 
tablet.  While  national  dchievements  ought  to  be  gratefully  remembered,  it.i* 
equally  just  that  the  history  of  our  ancestors  be  not  buried  in  the  sands  of 
time. 

The  pen  is  inadequate  to  portray  to  those,  now  actors  in  life's  drama,  the 
toil  of  the  early  settlers  to  subdue  the  unbroken  wilderness ;  the  anxiety  for 
the  safety  of  the  few  domestic  animals  from  the  beasts  of  prey,  and  the  unre- 
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mitting  vigilance  for  tticir  wily  foe.  The  fortitude,  mider  pereonal  privatioBs 
incident  to  remote  frontier  life,  shows  a  sublime  trust  in  God's  abounding  lore 
and  tender  care. 

A  tract  of  land,  in  1727,  was  conveyed  to  Capt.  Joseph  Kello^,  **ibr  ser- 
vices  as  interpreter  to  the  Western  Indians,  many  years  past,  and  for  several 
public  employmcuts.  Praying  that  the  court  would  consider  the  same  and 
make  him  some  allowance  in  their  great  bounty  and  goodness.**  The  land  ia 
tluis  descrilied :  — 

**  A  platt  of  200  seres  of  land,  laid  oat  to  Capt.  Joseph  Kellogg  of  Fort  Dammer,* 
by  vfrtue  of  a  grant  made  him  by  the  Great  and  General  Assembly  at  their  session  in 
the  year  of  1727.  Bcginniofi:  at  a  Small  red  oak  tree  marked  K,  standiog  upon  the 
line  on  the  west  side  of  BrookQeld  Township  across  the  road  from  Hadley  to  Boston, 
and  north  143  rods  to  a  white  oak  tree,  west  184  rods  to  Col.  Pynchon's  line  d;  200  rods 
(Wmb  thence,  to  the  first  described  lK>nnd. 

^*  Sorvej^  by  the  needle  of  Instrument  is  protracted  by  a  scale  of  38  perch  Vo  aif 

inch. 

**  Per  TiyoTHT  Dwiopr  Surveyor  under  oath. 

^^  Capt.  Thomas  Baker  &  Edward  Smith  chainmen  for  the  within  survey  of  the  within 
fkrm  ef  land,  made  Solemn  oath  to  the  tnio  performance  of  said  service. 

*^  Joseph  JssmsQS  Jtut.  Peace.** 

.  This  was  a  part  of  the  White  farm,  also  a  imrt  of  the  land  on  Coy's   Hill, 
owned  by  Capt.  Chester  Powers. 

rTbo  road,  or  bridle-path,  from  Boston  to  Hadley,  was  to  Marlborough,  then, 
to  Brookficid,  —  the  nearest  settlement  west,  —  over  the  Bowman  Stone  Hill, 
down  the  Coney  Hill  through  the  fjre^^t,  past  the  Babcook  Tavern  to  a  cami>- 
ing-ground,  —  Cold  Spring,  now  in  Belchertown,  —  thouce,  guided  by  blazed 
trees,  through  the  wildcrncsa  to  H.ullcy  Meadows. 

.The  first  town  meeting,  after  the  incorporation  of  Western  (Warpen)^  was^ 
held  March  8,  1741.     Noah  Ashley  was  chosen  moderator.     The  other  oflicers 
were  Matthew  Beal,  Peter  Rice,  Solomon  Kcyes,  Nathaniel  Reed,  and  Benjamin 
Davis. 

November,  1742,  Gershom  Makepeace,  Peter  Rice,  and  David  Blair  were" 
chosen  to  buy  one  acre  of  land  of  Solomon  Keyes,  on  Comey's  Hill  (east  and 
near  Patrick  Flannery's),  for  the  site  of  the  town  meeting-house. 

May,  1743,  Noah  Ashley,  Nathaniel  Reed,  Solomon  Kcycs,  and  James 
Whitcomb  were  chosen  a  committee  for  building  the  town  meeting-house,  ^  to 
be  45x35  feet,  and  20  ft.  6  inches  from  sill  to  plate.''  • 

September,.  1743,  *^  Voted  to  raise  by  tax  on  lancl,  one  hundred  pounds,  old 
tenor,  for  preaching  now  to  come;  also,  voted  forty  pounds  old  tenor  for 
schooling.'' .  . 

*  This  fort  tras  built  on  the  Connecticut  Rivor,  north  of  the  State  line,  by  Capt  KeUogg ;  it 
"garrisoned  by  Capt.  Timothy  Dwight  and  Ofty-five  men. 
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July  9,  1744,  a  town  meeting  was  tatled,  •*to  sec  if  the  town  would  agree  to 
keep  a  Jay  of  fasting  and  prayer  to  God,  for  direction  in  calling  a  suitahlo  i>er- 
8on  to  the  work  of  the  ministry.  Voted  to  keep  Thur;jday,  July  19th,  as  a 
day  of  fasting  and  prayer.**  Fasting  then  was  not  a  more  form,  but  the  absti- 
nenc&f  of  those  in  health,  from  food,  from  **  the  rising  of  the  suii,  to  the  going 
down  thereof.** 

The  Puritan  and  Pilgrim  Fathers  had  **  faith  in  a  personal  God,**  to  whom 
were  referred  their  duties,  not  only  spiritual  but  temporal,  in  founding  a  homo 
for  themselves  iind  their  children.  They  taught  a  higher  law  than,  we  fear, 
now  generally  rules  the  acticms  of  men.  They  had  not  one  c(»c|e  of  laws  fpjr 
the  Sabbath  and  another  code  of  morals  for  business.  Unbending  integrity 
between  man  and  man  gave  strength  to  the  Puritan  and  a.  noble  copy  for  the 
sons  of  to-day.  j    . 

The  first  preacher,  after  the  incorporation  of  Western,  was  IJev.  Thomas 
Strong.  The  first  recorded  solemnized  marriage  was  of  Josiah  Putnitm  to 
Lydia  Wheeler,  Jan.  15,  1740-41 ;  first  recorded  birth,  Martin,  born  Fob.  26, 
1741,  son  of  Benj.  and  Haniiuh  Brooks;  first  church  sexton,  John  Barrows; 
first  physician,  Dr.Obadiah  Wood.  The  first  settled  minister  was  Bcv.  Isaac 
Jones,  who  remained  with  his  increasing  flock  nearly  forty  years,  wb&o  the 
Good  Shepherd  received  him  into  his  fold. 

Febrnary,  1744.  •*  Voted  to  hire  two  months*  schooling.**  The  school  follow- 
ing so  closely  the  preaching  of  the  gosj^cl,  illustrates  the  early  settlers'  devotion 
to  religion  and  to  education,  that  moral  and  mental  culture  should  go  hand  ih 
hand.  With  the  echoes  of  the  pioneer's  axe  daily  went  up  the  breathings  of 
the  soul's  desire  to  the  Father  in  heaven.  The  Bible  was  their  chart  of  life; 
Christ  the  beacon-light  that  guided  them  to  the  haven  of  eternal  rest. 
^  November,  1745.  **  Voted  to  build  a  school-house  20  by  17  feet,  having  .a 
Dutch  chimney  at  each  end.**  This  house  was  on  the  old,  old  road  between  J.  B. 
Gould's  and  A.  A.  Burbank*s.  •*  Voted  to  pay  eight  pounds  for  boarding  the 
schoolmaster  eis^ht  weeks.**  •  . 

1245.    !*  Voted  to  raise  fifty  pounds,  old  tenor,  for  powder,  lead  and  flints."* 
At  this  time  occurred  King  George's  war,  which  involved  the  Cohmial  possessions 
in  America.     The  French  had  almost  an  impregnable  fortress  at  Louisburg. 
(Isle  of  Cape  Breton),  wherei  privateers  were  fitted  out,  that  prej-ed  on  the' 
coasting  vessels  of  New  England.      Gen.   William  PepiDcrell,   with  a  torcei^ 
mostly  New  England  troops,  aided  by  the  English  fleet  under  Sir  Peter  War- 
ren, captured  this  stronghold. 

The  "Old  French  War,**  which  was  begun  in  1753,  lasted  more  than  eight 
years.  Troops  were  often  called  for  by  the  Provincial  governors.  Capt. 
Solomon  Koyes,  who  hud  years  before  fought  in  the  Indian  warfare  at  LovelPs 
Pond,  in  Fryeburg,  Me.,  again  shouldered  bis  gun,  taking  with  him  bis  sea 
Solomon.  They  went  to  Lake  George,  in  New  York,  1755.  Capt.  Eeyes 
was  killed  in  battle,  and  bis  son  mortally  wounded.    John  Dearborn^s  large 
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powder-born,  correspondiog  in  iiizo  with  the  flint-lode  gun,  li  all  that  id  left  to 
tell  his  service  in  this  war.  Otlier  soldiers  went  to  Canadfti  as  their  poUs  were 
abated  one  year. 

Time  and  the  plowshare  have  removed  all  vestige  of  the  French  f«)rt  that 
stood  in  the  Jocclyn-Powers  lot*  next  to  the  Rich  field.  It  commanded  an 
unobstructed  view  of  Brookfield  Plain.  This  was  a  part  of  the  lino  of  defcneo 
erected  to  pnitebt  the  western  and  northern  settlements  of  New  England  against 
French  and  Indian  hostilities. 

Jan.  3,  1757.  **  Voted  to  repay  Capt.  Tliomas  Cutler  for  moneys  paid  to  the 
Provincial  treasurer  for  the  soldiers*  rates.*^ 

In  1759-CO  Lord  Amherst,  commander  of  the  Colonial  forces,  in  marching 
to  Crown  Point,  from  thence  to  Quebec,  to  join  Gren.  Wolfe,  encamped  a  night 
on  the  field  near  ^  Devil's  Elbow ''  with  ten  thousand  men. 

In  17G2  the  small-pox  raged  in  town.  One  of  the  recorded  deaths  and 
burials  is  that  of  Henry  While. 

The  curtain  now  drops  ui)09  Colonial  events  and  allegiance  to  the  Englis{i 
crown.  It  again  rises  to  present  now  scenes  in  the  important  drama  of  Amer* 
lean  history.  England,  by  her  wars,  was  deeply  in  debt.  It  was  affirmed  that 
Parliament  possessed  the  inherent  right  to  tax  the  Colonies  without  representa- 
tion.    There  werp  the  sugar,  tea,  stamp  and  other  acts. 

On  account  of  the  unjust  taxation,  covonauts  were  t»igned  by  the  psoplo  not 
to  buyiirticles  of  British  manufacture  or  East  India  gockls.  **Tho  lamps  of 
industry  and  economy  were  lighted.''  Families  that  had  worn  silk  and  broad- 
cloth now  dressed  in  homespun  woolen  and  the  products  of  flax.  The  luxuries 
were  only  those  produced  In  America.  Aftei*  the  noted  tea-[>arly  in  Boston 
Harbor  in  1773,  the  few  that  had  the  fragrant  herb  hidden  in  their  caddies 
watched  the  windows,  fearing  detection  from  a  neighborly  call,  and  the  teapot 
was  closely  covered  while  making  the  delicious  decoction. 

January,  1774,  the  town  of  Western  (Warren)  adopted  the  following  reso- 
lution:— 

^Loyalty  and  true  allegiance  to  Ilis  Majesty,  King  George  the  Tbird,  we  heartily 
and  Sincerely  profess,  and  will  3'icld  a  cheerful  and  ready  obcdience.to  all  just  laws; 
and  a  hearty  friendship  with  our  mother  Country  we  wish  may  be  continued  ;  hut  our 
Jast  rights  and  privileges  for  which  our  forefathers  endured  the  greatest  hardships,  and 
sacrificed  their  lives,  we  cannot  give  up  and  submit  to  be  Slaves." 

Distrust  of  the  government  over  them,  and  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  taxes 
imposed,  led  the  people!  to  take  measures  conducive  to  the  public  weal.     The 

« 

political  sky  at  this  time  was  at  least  nebulous.  September,  1773.  ^  Voted  tci 
raise  a  number  of  men  to  meet  and  be  instructed  in  the  military  science  of 
using  fire-arms ;  also,  to  ]f)rocure  the  enlistment  of  these  *  minute  '  men.  By 
order  of  Col.  Dauforth  Keyes,  these  men  were  paid  thirty  pounds." 

September,  1774.  "Voted  that  Maj.  Gershom  Makepeace  re|)r^sent  the  town 
at  the  Provincial  Congress  to  be  holden  October,  1774,  at  Coucord.'' 
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Tho  waf-cloucl,  that  had  for  months  been  gathering  over  the  Colonies,  now 
environed  Boston  and  tho  adjacent  towns.  Its  fury  was  first  spent  at.  Lexing* 
ton  and  Concord,  April  18,  1775.*  The  tidings  of  the  attack  went  from  place 
to  place  as  fast  as  the  **  Paul  Reveres  *'  could  ride.  A  regiment  pf  troops  tfrom 
this  and  adjoining  towns,  commanded  by  Col.  Danrorth  Keyes,  marched  in  hpt 
baste  to  the  scene  of  strife.  Maj.  Reuben  Reed,  another  townsman,  marched 
with  a  regiment  of  minute-men,  rai.<ed  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Ward. 
These  regiments  participated  in  the  battle  at  Bunker  Hill.  After  Burgoyne'a 
defeat,  Gen.  Heath  detailed  Maj.  Reed  to  guard  the  Hessians  and  British 
troops  then  prisoners  of  war  at  Cambridge.  Subsequently,  Col.  Keyes  Jed  a 
body  of  troops  to  Tivertcm,  R.  I.,  to  give  aid  to  Gen.  Sullivan. 

In  July,  1777,  Lieut.  William  Cowce  received  orders  from  Maj.  Bowman  of 
New  Braintree  to  march  hastily  to  Manchester,  Vt.  (near  Benpington).  **The 
said  Bowman  will  meet  him  at  Iladlcy,  with  teams  to  carry  the  packs.**  -^ino. 
men  went  with  Lieut.  Cowec;  viz.,  Samuel  Patrick,  Nathan  Blodgctt,,  William 
Stone,  Frederick  Foster,  James  Blair,  James  iJlackmore,  John  McAlfistc^. 
(Collister),  David  Clark,  and  Eben  Baker.  October,  1777.  **yoted  to  allow 
each  man  that  went  northward  with  Lieut.  Cpwee  six  pounds  each  man  f  ar 
month.**  ,  , 

Other  enlisted  men,  whose  long  absence  from  all  that  was  dear  at  home, 
buffeting  the  snows  and  icy  blasts  of  winter,  with  insufficient  qlothing  and 
sometimes  food,  live  only  in  the  fireside  stories  of  their  children's  children,  but 
the  rec(n*diH2:  an^jrd  has  resfistered  their  nameg  and  their  heroism. 

In  1786,  Daniel  Shays,  a  private  who  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy  for 
binT^ery  in  the  Revolutionary  war,  seeing  *'the  poor  made  poorer*'  by  unjost 
laws,  in  an  obscure  tavern  of  a  Mr.  Conkey,  in  .Pelham,  kindled  the  latent 
fires  of  discontent  among  the  yeomen  of  the,  hills. 

The  high  taxes  incident  from  so  long  a  war,  ond  tho  extortions  of  lawyers  in 
ooUecting  debts,  induced  this  claring  leader  and  his  followers  to  make  bold 
movements  against  the  courts  of  the  State  as  well  as  against  the  military 
power.  Never  were  a  people  in  a  riper  state  for  a  rebellion.  Had  Shays  . 
possessed  tho  reserve  power  that  copes  with  emergencies,  that  leads  the  forlorn 
hope.  Gens.  Shcpard  and  Lincoln  would  not  so  readily  have  crushed  tho  revolt.. 
The  insurgents  marched  through  this  town  in  1787  under  a  military  escort. 

Hon.  Nathan  Reed,  son  of  Alaj.  Reuben  Reed,  graduated  at  Harvard  Uni* 
versity  in  1781.  He  was  an  excellent  linguist,  particularly  in  Hebrew,  and 
had  i^re  knowledge  of  the  arts  and  sciences  of  that  day.  His  inventive  geuias^ 
was  of  a  high  order.  In  1797  he  invented  the  nail  machine,  now  iu  general 
use,  that  cuts  and  heads  nails  and  spikes  at  one  operation. 

V 

*  The  spring  of  1775  -vras  one  remarkably  early;  when  the  troops  marched  to  Join  tbe  foroea 
around  Boeton,  the  rye  was  waving  in  the  bland  breeze,  the  cheny,  i^ear  aad  peach  trees  in  bloom, 
but  the  19th  of  April '^  was  windy  and  eold." 

t  So  In  the  record. 
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*  Mr.  Reed  was  the  first  who  ever  made  a  sucoessfa!  application  of  steam- 
power  to  the  purposes  of  narigation,  and  first  to  invent  and  conatrui^  a 
loeoniotive«engino  or  steam-carriage.  In  1789,  eighteen  years  before  Fulton 
appeared  with  bis  experiment  u|M/n  the  Hudson,  he  made  a  small  steamer  npon 
the  same  plan  and  principles  of  the  boats  of  to-day •'*  With  it  he  crossed  an 
estuary  that  seiiarates  Danvcrs  from  Bcvcfrly •  The  winter  of  1 790  was  spent 
in  New  York,  and  bo  there  showed  Gen.  Stevens  his  drawings,  and  explained 
the  principles  on  which  bis  l)oat  was  constructed;  combining  the  tubular 
boiler,  which  be  bad  invented,  with  paddle-wheels  and  the  double-acting 
rotary-engine  of  Watt.  In  1807  the  ^'Clermont'*  skimmed  up  the  Hudson, 
fitted  up  with  boilers,  paddle-wheels,  and  the  Watt  engine.  Mr.  Stevens's 
great  wealth  did  what  Mr.  Reed*s  lank  purse  could  not.  The  patent  law  was 
then  in  its  infancy.  He  improved  and  invented  many  agricultural  implements. 
From  1800  to  1803  he  was  a  member  of  Congress  from  Essex  South  District, 
Massachusetts,  In  1807  he  was  chosen  chief  justice  of  the  Court  of  CommtHi 
I^leas  in  Hancock  County,  Me.,  and  died  in  Beirost,  1849,  iu  the  ninetieth 
year  of  his  age. 

.,  In  1791,  Bev.rStephen  Baxter  succeeded  Rev.  I.  Jones.  During  his  pas- 
torate, the  second  meeting-bouse,  after  much  discussion  and  opposition,  was 
built  nt  the  west  end  of  the  park ;  the  bultonwood  tree  lent  its  grateful  shade 
to  the  unblinded. southerly  windows ;  all  else  is  changed.  Thanksgiving  Day, 
1797^  the  first  public  service  in  the  new  meeting-house  was  held.  Mr.  Baxter 
was  decidedly  a  liberal  preacher.* 

Those  who  remained  at  home,  bearing  the  public  burdens,  who  hod*  unflinch- 
ingly bnived  the  discontents  arising  from  the  State  paying  by  tax  her  share 
of  the  forty  millions  debt  .incurred  by  the  Bevolntionary  war,  have  silently 
fallen,  one  by  one,  like  the  needles  of  the  pine,  and  their  places,  as  silently^ 
have  been  filled  by  younger  life.  Their  sterling  common-sense,  their  stoicism, 
combined  with  tenderness,  wo  hope,  bos  been  transmitted  from  father  to  son. 
The  descendants  in  town,  of  Peregrine  White,  of  John' Alden  and  Priscilla 
Mullens,  and  other  lineal  descendants  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers,  who  came  in  the 
**  Mayflower,"  and  ihose  in  whose  veins  run  the  blood  of  Revolutionary  heroes, 
may  they  cherish  and  carefully  guard  the  relics  so  rich  in  legendary  lore. 

The  soldier  and  the  citizen  having  outrode  the  panic  of  1779,  which  caused 
untold  distress  by  the  unhcarJ-of  depreciation  of  Continental  money,  or  bills 
of  credit,  home  improvements  now  began.  Trade  and  commerce  were  flour- 
ishing, About  1800,  J.  Field  and  I.  Moore,  young  men  of  executive  ability, 
wished  stHl  further  to  improve  the  durable  water-power  in  the  lower  vilhigo. 
By  the  unusual  liberality  of  an  early  settler  (Mr*  John  Patrick),  who  lent  them 

*  Mrs.  BwLter's  beauty;  of  face  and  form,  with  the  grace  and  elegant  mannerism  of  tbo  olden 
school,  even  afler  the  windows  of  her  soul  were  closed,  is  still  remembered.  Copley  paintetl  bcr 
yonthfal  face,  and  carried  the  portrait  to  England,  to  gratify  a  nobleman's  wish  to  seo  the  type  of 
m  Kew  England  belie. 
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money  without  interest^:  they  enlarged  the  iron-works,  and' increased  their 
wealth*. 

Th§  commissionera  to  establish  a  United  States  arsenal  selected  this  water* 
power,  also  the  hill  over  which  High  Street  is  laid,  for  the  arsenal  grounds. 
But  political  and  other  influences  carried  the  works  to  Springfield. 

1804.  G^n.  Eaton  of  Brimficld  conceived  the  bold  plan  of  placing  the 
exiled  Hamct  on  the  throne  of'  Tripoli,  and  with  five  hundred  Arabs'and 
Greeks,  and  nine  Americans,  captured  the  city  of  Derne.  "'Major'*  Andrus, 
over  whose  door,  so  many  years,  hung  the  sign  of  the  Shears  and  Goose, 
accompanied  him  in  this  periloua  but  successful  expedition. 

1806.  Bev.  Sylvester  Burt,  an  able  preacher  and  social  pastor,  was  settled. 
During  bis  incumbency,  politics  were  on  stilts.  The  Jefiersonian  Democrats 
and  the  Federalists,  in  many  instances,  were  bitterly  opposed  to  each' other. 
The  men  of  the  "city**  (the  upper  ^village,  with  its  ten  or  twelve  families) 
drew  tight  party  linos  with  such  land-owners  as  the  Tylers  and  Lieut.  Hodges. 
Even  fathers  changed  legal  documents,  because  their  sons  and  heirs  did  not 
vote  the  same  ticket  with  them. 

In  1812  the  powder-mills  were  built,  on  the  flat  where  the  steam-pump  works 
are  located.  These  buildings  were  destroyed  in  1826.  Mr.  Curtis  survived 
the  explosion  a  few  hours. 

This  year  the  second- war  with  Great  Britain  was  declared.  The  military 
eompany  of  this  town  was  ordered  to  Boston,  and  in  a  short  time  returned 
home,  by  orders  of  Gov.  Strong.  Ironically,  it  was  called  in  the  State,  Gdv. 
Strong's  war. 

1815.  Cotton  yarn  was  manufactured  in  the  present  warp-mill  of  L.  J. 
Knowles.  The  yam  was  sent  to  Boston  ;  also,  bought  for  the  bai/d-looms,  in 
the  farmers'  kitchens,  as  warp  for  wool  and  tow  filling,  in  the  manufactiit^  of 
homo  fabrics.  1822,  the  power-i-loom  was  introduced,  and  ''factory  cloth"  was 
the  result.  The  venerable  Mr.  Copeland  is  the  only  survivor  of  the  first  work- 
men in  this  early  cotton-mill.  • 

1818.  The  first  woolen-mill,  or  rather  clothiers'  shop,  was  burned  and 
again  rebuilt.  The  first  power-loom,  for  weaving  woolen  goods,  was  intro- 
duced by  Ellis  &  Powers,  in  1828;  This  mill,  after  impi*ovements,  was  biirnt 
in  1850;  then  re-built  and  much  enlarged.  It  was  bought  in  1854  'by  Messrs. 
Sibley  &  Knowles.  In  1864  Mr.  S.  II.  Sibley  erected  the  flue  brick  building 
which  covers  a  part  of  the  site  of  the  old,  old  shop. 

Another  woolen-mill,  on  a  part  of  the  site  of  th3  recently  biiilt  town  ball, 
was  swei>t  away  in  1839,  by  a  breakage  in  the  dam  across  Wigwam  Brook. 

The  several  large  mills  in  West  Warren  manufacture  cotton  goods  in  various 
styles.  This,  pre-eminently,  is  the  mill  village  of  the  town.  The  assessed 
value  of  these  mills  is  $500,000.    The  employes  in  these  worki  arc  475. 
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Iron,  in  Tarioua  ways,  has  been  workod  in  town  since  1746.  A  fumsca 
formerly  stood  near  the  elm  that  ovcrshadoivs  the  Burns  house ;  hence  the  nonia 
Furnace  Hill.  Elijah  Lombard  had  a  shop  lietwccn  Maple  Street  and  the 
bridge.  The  Messrs.  Chnptn  &  Batchelders  subsequently  msiunfactured  i^cythes 
in  this  shc^.  L.  Bridge's  shop  alone  remains  of  the  iron-works  in  this 
locality.  Memory  photographs  the  dark,  cavernous  coal-sheds  connected  witli 
these  works,  that  the  children  passed  so  nimi)ly«  when  the  bhades  of  evening 
prevailed.  In  the  lower  village  Messrs.  Field  and  Moore  made  pig-iron,  also 
scythes.  L.  Trowbridge  had  a  forgo  at  West  Warren  in  1840.  At  diflerent 
periods,  scythes  have  been  extensively  manufactured  in  this  village,  by  Wnn. 
Biobardson,  Wm.  Taft,  P.  Whipple,  and  the  Crossmans.  i 

A.  W.  Grossman,  who  has  contributed  much  to  the  building  up  of  West 
Warren,  makes  shaves  and  chisels.  These  works  are  assessed  at  |25,0()0« 
Also,  large  quantities  of  brick  are-  made  by  A.  W.  Grossman  &  Sons,  in  West 
Brimfield. 

The  village  blacksmith,  in  by-gone  years,  was  an  **  institution,^  an  important 
peraonage ;   ho  not  only  repaired-  but  fashioned  much  that  is  now  done  with 
machiiicry. ,  An  artisan  like  ShubaelButterworth.is  seldom  seen  hammering  at  • 
the  anvil,  in  a  wayside  shop. 

The  tannery  of  Nathan  Hathaway  was  on  Maple  Street,  between  Wigwam 
Brook  and  the  railroad  crpssing.  II.  B.  Bosworth's  tannery  is  now  converted 
into  tenements.  The  old  pota^ih  structure  on  North  Street  is  also  a  tenement* 
The  Fuller  and  Powers-Smith  houses  are  the  very  oldest  buildings  in  town« 
The  sit,o  of  Fairbauks  &  Newton's  store  was  occupied  by  a  low  red  building, 
in  which  Daniel  Ilolt  kept  store.  This  was  less  pretentious  than  the  Mayo 
store,  where  the  post-office  is  now.  located.  On  the  Harwood  site  dwelt  and 
worlsed  the  once,  notpd ,  clockmaker,  Winslow.  A  few  of  these  clocks  are 
extant.  The  Bond,  or  Dr.  Holland  house,  with  its  many  associations,  is  gone  ;- 
not  even  the  stone-engraver  Sykes  is  left,  to  record  its  place  on  the  enduring  * 
marble. 

Among  the  lost  or  changed  occupations  are  the  drover  and  the  cbimney- 
sweep.  The  cattle-yards  connected  with  the  Carpenter-IIitcheock  tayern 
occupied  the  grounds  about  the  depot.  The  fur-hat  shop  of  J.  S.  Davis 
was  formerly  where  the  Wm.  Ward  house  stands.  The  Samuel  Bascom  stage 
tavern  was  the  Gopeland  house,  near  the  railroiid  crossing.  The  Ghapin- 
Gaylord,  or  Dr.  Caq^euter  bouse,  has  been  remodeled.  ^,. 
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Since  the  cars  carried  freight  to  Boston,  the  streets  of  the  ^'city  ^  no  longer 
echo  with  the  clatter  of  the  covered  wagon ;  and  the  voice  of  teamster  Wadkins, 
urging  on  his  worn-out  horses,  is  hushed. 

Before  the  advent  of  railroads,  the  clanking?  hoof  and  horn  ;innounccd  the 
arrival  of  the  stage-coach  over  the  turnpike  road,  from  Albany  to  Boston. 
The  stage-driver  was  both  mail  and  express  messenger.  The  road  was  over 
S.  H.  Sibley's  hill,  past  the  finely-located  farm  of  J.  Blair,  the  hip- roofed  sdiool- 
house,  with  its  small-paned,  high  windows,  and  the  J.  Patrick  and  S.  Blair 
farms,  through  West  Warren,  over  the  bills  above  the  Pool,  to  Frink*s  tavern, 
in  Palmertown.  -.  ^ 

The  Northampton  stage-coach  crossed  the  Lamberton  bridge,  in  Ware,  past 
the  Reuben. Shaw  tavern,  over  the  old,  narrow,  rocky  road  (a  part  of  the  road 
from  West  Warren  to  Ware)  to  the  Stanford  house,  near  A.  W.  CrossmanV, 
thence  onward  to  Worcester.- 

At  this  period,  the  spinning-jenny  and  power-loom  had  superseded  the 
spinning-wheel  and  hand-loom.  Ilackels,  hand-cards,  foot-wheel  and  distaff, 
too,  were  consigned  to  the  attic.  The  days  of  setting  card-teeth  were  also 
numbered  with  the  past  industries.  In  1830  the  braiding  of  palm-leaf  hatii 
was  introduced. 

1820.  .  Maine,  a  province  of  Massachusetts,  became  an  independent  State. 
Capt.  'Chester  Powers  was  chosen  to  represent  the  town  at  the  Convention 
for  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution,  which  occurred  this  year. 

The  First  Universalist  Church  was'  built  at  Hodges  Corner,  or  South  Warren, 
in  1821.  The  Second  Universalist  Church  on  the  hill,  between  the  villages, 
was  built  by  William  Howe  in  1837.  The  pleasing  proportions  of  this  building; 
the  plain  but  tasteful  finish,  and  the  faultless  symmetry  of  the  tower  that  sur- 
mounts it,  are  indexes'  of  the  skill  and  fine  taste  of  the  builder.^ 

TheBev.  Muuson  C.  Gaylord  was  dismissed  in  1828,  after  a  pastorate  of' 
twelve  years.  Near  the  close  of  bis  ministration,  the  temperance  wave  broke 
over  both  church  and  society.  In  those  days,  it  was  a  breach  of  etiquette,  a 
downright  inhospitality,  not  to  offer  wine  or  some  distilled  spirit  to  guests, 
particularly  when  the  minister  called.  Clergy  and  laity  both  indulged  in  the 
cup  that  cheers  and  inebriates;  even  bearers  must  ^  tike  a  driuk"  before  they 
removed  their  coffined  neighbor  from  the  sorrowing  house.  Mr.  Gaylord  and 
his  accomplbhed  wife  saw  the  **  trail  of  the  serpent^  iu  their  flock,  and  bravely 
battled  the  giant  evil.  The  first  president  of  the  Temperance  Society  was 
Isaac  Patrick,  Esq.     As  a  presiding  officer,  he  had  no  peer  in  town. 

Owing  to  the  frequency  of  mis-sent  postal  matter  to  Weston,  Middlesex  Co., 
the  name  of  Western  was  changed  by  the  legislature  of  1834  to  Warmn*  in 
honor  of  Gen.  Joseph  Warren,  who  fell  at  Bunker  Hill.  ' 

*  The  Howe  troas,  for  bridges  and  rooft,  wat  invented^wbUe  be  lived  in  town,  near  tba  Pmnp- 
worke.    The  fixst  bridge  for  trial  was  thrown  aorois  the  river  near  A.  W.  ChMHum't,  adgSrlool 
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ReT.  (jcorge  Trosk,  of  anti-tobaoco  famo,  was  iQatallcd  over  tho  Gmgraga- 
tioiuil  church  in  1836.  The  next  year  the  meeting-house  was  moved  acroes 
tho  road,  also  back  on  the  hillside,  and  extensively  remodeled.  In  1873  this 
chnrch  edifice  was  again  repaired  and  modcniiied,  and  on  tho  29th  of  April, 
1^74,  it  was  burnt  by  an  explosion  of  gas,  the  sextcm,  H.  A.  Tidd,  escapii^ 
with  severe  bums.  The  present  structure  on  the  same  ground,  for  convenience, 
for  architectural  design  and  el<^nt  finish,  is  scarcely  equaled  by  any  country 
church  in  this  vicinity.  Mr.  Trask  instilled  into  the  inhabitants  of  tho  town 
a  desire  to  make  the  school-bouses  and  grounds  more  attractive.  Tho  f:irm- 
ers,  at  much  expense,  had  educated  their  children  at  academics  in  other  towns. 
•  Mrs.  T.  Lombard  (a  grand-daughter  of  the  early  settler,  James  Brown)  gave 
land  on  Furnace  Hill  for  educational  purposes.  A  joint-stock  company,  was 
formed,  and  Qualioag  Seiminary  was  built  in  1842.  In  Septenilxsr,  Daniel 
Powers,  A.  M.,  of  Yale's  famed  cla&s  of  '37,  and  a  townsman,  gavo  tho  dedi- 
catory address.  The  first  principal  was  Joshua  Pearl,  A.M.,  who  was  well 
fitted  to  build  up  a  school.  It  was  well  patronized,  and  a  popular  educational 
institution.  In  1856  the  town  ]>ought  the  building,  and  the  Warren  high  and 
grammar  schools  are  there  located.  Another  grammar  school  is  taught  in 
West  Warren. 

'  The  passage  of  the  Western  Riiilroad  through  the  town  was  an  epoch  in  Its 
history.  Warren  awoke  from  its  Van  Winkle  sleep;  the  farms  became  noore 
'  valuable ;  trade  ran  in  new  arteries.  By  the  energy  of  J.  Moore,  his  store 
was  a  mart  of  trade  for  the  surrounding  towns.  Gypsum,  or  plaster  of  Paris, 
'was  ground,  and  large  quantities  were  carried  into  Hampshire  and  Hampden 
counties.  New  buildings  were  tastefully  built,  new  faces,  new  life  changed 
the  plodding  paths  of  the  former  years.  The  first  train  of  cars  passed  through 
the  villages  to  Springfield  in  October,  1839. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Bliss,  a  native  of  Warren,  and  a  graduate  of  Ainherst.  Col- 
lege,' sailed  in  1837  for  the  Sandwich  Islands.  The  journey  then,  to  these 
islands  in  the  South  Pacific,  was  ho  pleasure-trip  of  sixteen  or  eighteen  days, 
across  the  continent  in  palace  cars,  and  over  the  bounding  billows  in  steamshii^s.; 
but  by  sailing  vessels  around  Cape  Horn,  perhaps  lying  becalmed,  or  braving 
the*ocean  storms  and  currents  for  months. . 

A  noticeable  event  occurred  in  town  in  1843.  A  y^ung  girl,  whoso  father 
hM  been  a  slave,  sailed  under  the  auspices  of  the  A.  B.  C.  F.  missions  to 
instruct  her  race  in  Liberia.  Miss  Johnson  had  a  dignified  mien,  a  winsome 
and  intellectual  face ;  her  good  scholarship,  combined  with  Christian  zeal,  admi- 
rably fitted  her  for  this  African  mission.    She  sleeps  under  tho  palm-treo  shade. 

In  1853,  the  oldest  religious  society  in  town  was  pro-slaveiy  in  action.  In 
both  church  and  society,  a  few  felt  their  anti-slavery  rights  disregarded,  and 
seceded.  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  formed  from  this  nucleus  and 
a  few  resident  Methodists.  They  held  their  services  in  Unipn  Hall  until  the 
er^tion  of  their  church  in  1863. 
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In  18^4  Jolin  Ross  and  family,  with  others  from  this  town,  emigrated  to 
Kansas.  The  South,  iu  1855,  determined  to  extend  over  these  beautiful  prai- 
ries the  blight  of  shivery.  In  1856  two  armed  companies  left  Worcester  to 
aid  the  Free  Stiitc  settlers  against  the  invasions  from  Missouri  and  the  armed 
'  companies  from  the  South.  The  first  Worcester  company  took  a  steamer  from 
St.  Louis  to  Kansas  City.  At  Lexington,  Mo.,  cannon  were  in  range  of  the 
landing  to  givo  the  '^  Yank  a'bolitionist  a  warm  welcome,'*  but  night  aided  tho 
steamer  in  getting  beyond  their  range.  Arrived  at  Liberty  Landing  in  early 
morning,  on  shore  were  a  large  body  of  men,  and,  during  their  night  vigils 
for  tho  steamer  (^Sultan''),  they  had  taken  spirits  down  to  keep  spirits  up; 
consequently,  too  drunk  to  board  the  steamer.  One  cannon-ball  grazed  the 
helm  and  splashed  water  on  the  stern  deck.  At  Kansas  City,  the  cm^rants 
were  not  permitted  to  land,  but  were  robbed  of  rifles,  pistol^*,  tents  and  pro- 
visions. The  ** Border  CuffiiDS**  remained  on  tho  boat  as  guard,  also  to  prevent 
a  landing  at  Leavciiworth.  Col.  Bledsoe  did  permit  one  man  to  go  to  the  fort 
(on  tho  flagstiff,  the.  stars  and  stripes,  the  national  emblem  of  tbey}*ee,  were 
'  gracefully  floating  in  the  breeze),  but  tho  commandant  utterly  refused  to  aid 
'  the  emigrants  to  land.  .*  .  .  The  prow  of  the  boat  was  turned  down  the  yiyer. 
At  Parkville,  more  Blue  Lodge  men  came  on  board.  McLean,  a  brawny 
Scotchman,  came  into  tho  gentlemen's  cabin,  to  order  the  captain. of  the 
Worcester  Company  "to  walk  the  plank.**  His  wife,  a  native  of  Warren, 
stood,  so  that  a  pistol  shot  would  first  strike  her.  ^IcLean  then  entered  t))e 
ladies'  cabin  to  dnig  him  out;  her  blanched  face,  and  a  few  appeals  as  hus-  > 
band,  father,  and  his  home  among  the  Iligbland:^.,  cause:]  the  seemingly  brutal 
man  to  relent  from  executin^:  the  death  mission.  Takin<;  from  his  bosom  the 
miniature  of  his  wife  and  child,  he  said,  "Your  husband  may  remain,  with  you ; 
God  bless  you,"  and  departed  with  his  men. 

From  St.  L6uis  the  com|>any  took  steamer  to  Davenport,  Iowa ;  then  across 
thiis  State  and  a  portion  of  Nebraska  to  lyansas,  with  ox  and  mule  teams. 
Next  it  was  necessary  to  get  flour ;  also  to  send  letters  to  Chicago,  Gov.  Sal- 
mon P.  Chase,  Senator  Charles  Sumner  and  others.  .A  lady  of  the  company 
was  asked  to  make  the  attempt,  from  her  familiarity  with  Southern  phr^sea, 
for  to  be  known  you  were  from  Massachusetts,  as  had  been  two  me^songers 
who  left  the  week  before,  was  death.  To  reach  alone  a  St.  Louis  steamer 
through  the  Shawnee  Reserve,  was  more  hazardous  than  tho  northern  route ; 
both  were  full  of  peril.  To  the  **  watchful  eye  that  never  slerps^^and  tho 
fidelity  of  the  three  drivers  of  the  United  States  mail ;  in  particular,  the  risks 
run  by  the  youthful  Missourian  who  drove  through  West  port,  —  this  lady  is 
indebted  for  her  life.  On  her  return  to  Warren,  the  people  were  lotb  to 
believe  that  the  mutterings  of  the  Great  Rebellion  were  already  sweeping  ovc;* 
tho  virgin  soil  of  Kansas^ 

The  tidings  of  the  attack  upon  Foit  Sumter  iu  Charleston  harbor  reached  New: 
England  April,  1861.    Who  has  forgotten  tho  intense  thrill  that  ran  tbroogb. 
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0Tei7  lover  of  the  Union  at  the  North,  as  the  telegraph  tranemitteil  the 
mesaage ;  and  the  great  amazement  to  not  a  few,  who  had  thought  that  the  South 
would  never  proceed  to  extremities  ?  When  the  alternative  was  forced  on  the 
government,  war  or  final  dismemlx^rment  of  the  South  from  the  North,  many  then 
thought  that  three  months*  service  was  all  that  need  be  provided  for,  that  the 
presence  of  the  northern  Army  would  intimidate  the  rebellious,  misled  Southron. 
But  what  was  the  true  condition?  Instead  of  brothers  who  bad  lieen  nurtured 
and  protected  by  the  same  foster-mother,  —  the  Union,  —  were  found  an  unre- 
lenting, i)er8istent  foe. 

War  meetin<2:s  were  called.  In  the  sons  were  kindled  the  fires  that  once 
burned  in  the  hearts  of  their  Revolutionary  ancestors.  The  Tories  of  those  days 
were  duplicated  in  these  hours  of  trial. 

In  May,  1861,  Albert  W.  Porwers  (afterwards  captain)  was  the  first  to  enlist 
for  three  years,  if  needed  that  length  of  time ;  and  others  wrote  their  names 
the  same  evening.  These  enlisted  men  joined  the  2d  Slassachusetts  regiment 
of  volunteers.  Before  August  others  joined  the  2d,  the  10th,  the  15th  and 
the  21st  regiments.  Dr.  Calvin  Cutter  was  surgeon  of  the  21st  regiment ; 
afterward^  on  Gen.  Rcno*s  staff  and  a  brigade-surgeon  in  the  Ninth  Army 
Corps.  Iq  June,  1862,  Dr.  J.  W.  Hastings  liecamo  assistant-surgeon  of  the  same 
regiment.  He  was  transferred  in  May,  1863,  to  the  83d  regiment  Massacho'i' 
s^ts  volunteers  to  become  the  surgeon,  and  was  in  the  "  march  of  Gen.  W.  T. 
Sherman  to  the  sea.**  Serg*t  Charles  Plunimer  Tidd,  one  of  the  fbw  of  Johii 
Brown's  men  who  escaped  from  Harper's  Ferry  over  the  Alleghany  Mountains, 
for  whose  arrest  Gov.  Wise  of  Virginia  offered  one  thousand  dollars,  came  to 
Wsirren,  resided  and  enlisted  with  his  Kansas  captain  (Dr^  Cutter)  in  the  21st 
regiment  Massachusetts  volunteers.  He  died  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of 
Roanoke,  his  dirge  the  cannon's  roar,  his  requiem  the  battle  strife*  ^Tbis 
intrepid  soldier  braved  danger  and  obloquy  to  aid  in  breaking  the  bonds  of 
three  millions  of  God's  children. 

Did  space  permit,  each  and  all  who  enlisted  from  Warren,  when  the  defiant 
Southron  attempted  to  drive  the  eagle  from  its  northern  eyrio,  should  have 
mention  of  gallantry  disphiycd  in  the  many  hard-fought  battles  from  Gettys- 
bui^g'to  the  Gulf,  from  the  Red  River  of  the  South  to  the  shore  wave- washed 
by  tlie  Atlantic.  The  toil  and  hardships  endured  on  the  march  and  in  camp, 
the  suffering  in  hospitals,  the  fortitude  of  those  who  came  home  to  linger,  to 
die,  are  not  forgotten. 

May  the  memory  of  Cutler,  Bemis,  Hartnett  and  Wiswall  be  kept  green  by 
their  surviving  comrades.  These  brave  young  men  yielded  up  life  from  noxious 
filth  and  starvation  in  the  Andorsonville  stockndc.  Those  that  sleep  in  the 
soldier's  grave  far,  far  away,  are  missed  and  mourned  at  home.  A  silent  tesir 
to  the  memory  of  one  who  sleeps  where  the  magnolia  blooms,  and  overhang- 
ing Vines  bend  down  and  kiss  her  lonely  grave.* 

*  C«rrie  £.,  dadgbter  of  Surgeon  C.  Catter. 
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,  Names  of  Enlisted  Men  from  Warren  in  the  Rebeliibn. — A.  W.  Powers  (captain), 
Owen  Tiflran3%  Alfred  Stephens,  Chauncy  Peck  (killed  near  Manchester,  Va«),  Philo 
Peck  (killed  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.),  Wm.  Cowles  (lost  on  the  ^^  Juniata"), 6.  H.  Crouch, 
Boswell  Stone  (died  from  wounds),  A«  A.  Marsh,  Ephraim  Carey,  Dan*I  Carr,  Isaac 
G  liberty  Ira  Thompson,  Cbas.  S.  Chapin,  M.Walsh,  O.  E.  Nelson,  Horatio  Tower,. 
Albert  Peck,  O.  Rumrell,  Calvin  Cutter  (surgeon).  J.  W.  Hastings  (surgeon),  A.  Wil- 
son, E.  J.  Wright,  Chas.  ticrois  (died  at  Ander^nvillc),  Dan'i  Bliss,  Chas.  H.  Bliss,  A. 
R.  Caswell,  H.  B.  Sione,  J.  C.  brooks,  E.  C  Morgan,  J.  C.  Griggs,  J.  P.  Johnson, 
Chns.  Dnrant,  A.  Taft,  F.  II.  Moore,  J.  Harvey,  J.  McCullough,  C.  S.  Robinson,  6. 
W.  Nichols,  J.  C.  Marshall,  J.  S.  Tidd,  W.  Bliss.  E.  Cole,  Jr.,  A.  Walker,  S.  Dunhim, 
E.  H.  S.  Wilson,  W.  IL  Shepard-  T.  Bryant,  Giles  Blodgett,  Albert  Bliss,  A.  D. 
Bond,  C.  F.  Bosworth,  E.  H.  Cutler,  E.  Ryecroft,  G.  H.  Shepard,  J.  W.  Shepard, 
—  Lovegrove,  Chas.  Johnson,  D.  Blanding,  D.  Brownell,  C.  E.  Damon,  J.  Shaw,  L. 
Wright,  XI.  Merriam,  Amos  Bliss,  G.  H.  Jennings,  C.  Chickering,  W.  P.  Butterworth, 

A.  L.Switzcr,  P.  Burk,  W.  Sibley,  E,  P.  Hale,  W.  H.  Washburn,  W.  W.  Cummiogs, 
S.  II.  Lincoln,  W.  M.  Fay,  L.  Gilbert,  J.  W.  Wiswall  (atj  Salisbury  prison),  A.  Al^rich 
(at  Salisbury  prison),  T.  Dodge,  W.  Foley,  L.  Gravelle,  E.  May,  James  Q'Neil,  Jol^n 
0*Neal,  F.  Sherman,  W.  C.  Hitchcock,  A.  A.  Brooks,  N.  C.  Burbank,  C.  H.  Crossman, 
P.  Ward,  Mcintosh,  U.  Ball,  W.  Smith,  E.  Sullivan.  C.  F.  Cutler  (at  Andersoijville)^ 
•  C.  H.  Barrett,  ♦  O.  J.  Carroll,  ♦  W.  Carter,  •A.  Bonney,  ♦  C.  Burns,  •  A.  Packard, 
S:  W.  Cook,  •  J.  Mah6ney,  M.  Wadkins,  ♦  E.  Smith,  6.  Marsh,  (jeo.  Bli»s,  6,  B. 
Ilarback,  Strickland,  Hartnett  (at  Andersonville),  Butler,  G.  Ellis,  Nevens,  Wood,  L« 
Gilbert,  Marsh,  Brooks,  A;  E.  Esau,  G.  T.  Lincoln,  Woodworth,  M.  Bliss,  R.  Httris, 
Gilbert,  Ben  way. 

Boots  and  shoes  in  diflferent  styles  have  been  manufactured  sinoe  1855« 
New  shops  and  new  firms  have  arisen,  and  steadily  more  capital  has  been 
invested,  until  it  has  becomo  one  of  tbo  lending  industries.  Messrs.  Tripp  & 
HaseTwood,  W.  B.  Rnmsdcll,  and  C.  Moore  nre  the  present  manufactatcrs. 

The  Mooro  Excelsior  Ink  began  to  be  manufactured  Iq  18G8.  The  inanufac- 
luro  of  laundry  blueing  was  added  to  this  enterprise  in  1865.  At  QuabcN^ 
village  18  the  phoddy-mill  of  Mr.  Keeny. 

The  Dean  grist-mill  is  venerable  with  age ;  its  first  lease  extended  ninety- 
nine  years.  The  J.  B.  Gould  mill,  if  measured  by  the  mile-stones  of  life, 
would  exceed  a  hundred  years.  The  upper  and  nether  millstones  have  ground 
on,  while  sevenil  owners  have  passed  the  pearly  gate.  An  extensiye  grain 
business  is  done  at  this  mill.  The  Moore  grist-mill,  in  the  lower  vilbge  (now 
removed),  for  many  years  was  the  leading  mill  in  this  imosediate  vicinity.    J. 

B.  Gould  &  Co.  also  deal  in  coal. 

«  In  1861  Mr.  L.  J.  Knowles  began  to  manufacture,  in  a  modest  way,  bis 
noted  steam-pumps.  Mr.  E.  F.  Strickland,  who  still  remains  at  theworip, 
and  one  assistant,  manufactured  fur  the  then  market.  Now,  the  works 
employ  one  hundred  and  thirty  men.  The  sales  are  many  thousand  dollars 
yearly.    These  works  are  being  consolidated  with  another  firm.    The  poflips 

*  Other  than  Wanen 
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arc  known  in  Europe  and  Australia,  and  used  with  much  favor  in  the  United 
States.  This  invention,  with  others  fmm  his  fertile  brain,  gives  him  no  inferior 
rank  as  a  mechanician.  The  employment  of  suiieriotendents  of  moral  recti- 
tude and  Christian  character  lias  elevated  the  standard  of  the  ^killed  mechanio, 
and  given  a  higher  tone  to  the  aspirations  of  the  young  men  in  his  employ. 
To  the  liberality  of  ^^r.  Kuowles  and  his  workmen  the  vilbge  and  town  have 
been  greatly  improved. 

The  Congregational  church  was  built  in  West  Warren,  in  1869.  The  Roman 
Catholics,  in  1872,  built  their  large  church  in  this  village.  This  sect  also 
holds  meetin<ra  in  Warren. 

The  Methodists  have  a  church  in  the  process  of  erection,  which,  when  com* 
pleted,  will  be  an  added  ornament  to  the  many  new  buildings  on  this  plain. 

The  several  halls,  in  l>oth  villages,  accommodate  the  public  assemblies,  xis  well 
as  the  public  and  secret  societies.  From  the  pavilion  stand,  in  the  parkt  the 
citizens  are  regaled  by  the  silvery  tones  of  the  comet,  and  harmony  of  other 
wind  instrumeuts,  with  the  deeivstirring,  soul-inspiring  beat  of  drums.  Tlie 
fountifn  Enclosure  was  built  1878:  may  its  utility  or  embellishment  be 
appreciated. 

The  fire  companies,  in  the  villages,  are  unusually  well  equipped  with  means 
of  preventing  a  conflagration.  The  farmers  are  distinguished  more  for  the  equal- 
ization of  wealth,  than  the  excelling  of  a  few  very  rich  land-owners.  Their 
houses  are  large,  and  many  are  attractive.  The  farm  implements  and  products,  . 
within  the  aitipic  bams  and  sheds,  show  the  intelligence  and  thrift  of  the  owners. 
Tho'facility  for  transporting  milk,  nearly  a  thousand  g:iIlons  being  sent  daily  to 
Boston,  is  one  of  the  great  resources  of  the  industrious,  painstaking  tiller  of  the 
soil.  , 

The  Worcester  County  Cheese  Factory  was  one  of  the  earliest  established  in . 
this' vicinityi  Another  cheese  factoiy  is  located  in  South  Warren.  Table 
butter  is  made  a  specialty  in  a  few  of  the  farm-bouses,  while  the  tub  butter 
is  ^'furraished  from  other  sources.  The  herds  of  cows  are  selected  more  ia 
reference  to  the  quantity  than  the  quality  of  the  milk.  But  few  choice  cattle 
are  raised  in  town. 

The  names  of  the  farmers  who  live  on  the  ancestral  lands  are  the  follow- 
ing':-~Sv  II.  Bliss,  T.  F.  Cutler  &  Son,  Vernon  Reed,  D.  Rich,  J.  T.  Combs, 
D.  She[)ard  &  Son,  W.  A.  Patrick  &  Son,  Sofroii  Switzer,  anJ  Mrs.  Joseph. 
Cutler  (sixth  generation)  ;  also,  those  who  hear  the  names  of  their  kin,  and 
very  early  settlers  of  the  town : — Blair,  Brooks,  Burroughs,  Cowee,  Damon 
Gleason,  Gray,  Keyes,  Tidd,  Tyler  and  Chadwick.  The  earliest  settler  ia 
West  Warren,  was  Obadiah  Cooley,  then  in  Kingstown. 

The  occasional  visitor,  or  a  son  of  Warren  come  back  after  years  of  absence 
to  fh^'old  homestead,  cannot  fail  to  observe  with  pride  the  somewhat  ornate  brick 
stracture  on  the  site  of  the  dilapidated  saw-mill,  that  always  was  more  useful 
than  ornamental.     The  building  of  this  town  house  with  its  hall  and  commo- 
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dious  rooms,  1878,  shows  the  thrift  of  Warren.  The  hall  was  dedicated  Feb. 
5,  1879.  Tho  address  was  written  by  the  Rev.  N.  P.  Pierce,  D.  D.  Under- 
neath the  hall  is  a  large,  well-lighted  room,  for  the  Free  Public  Library  and 
reading-room.  By  the'untiring  energy  of  Nhthan  Richardson,  Esq.,  also  bis 
XDunificence,  as  well  as  the  liberality  of  others,  the  town  will  soon  bave  a 
lai^e  anJ  welUse'ected  libriry.  Tho  advantages  of  a  free  public  library  cannot 
be  over-estimated.  The  studious  youth  aud  the  reading  citizen  will  find-in 
the  many  volumes  new  facts  communicated,  thought  induced,  the.  taste  culti« 
vated,  while  the  memory  will  be  invigorated,  the  judgment  strengthened,  and 
the  soul  expanded. 

From  the  living  we  will  turn  to' the  **  silent  city  of  the  dead,**  and  mention  i^ 
few  of  the  citizens  who  have  left  footprints  as  they  passed.  .    ,    ^ 

Dr.  E.  Willard,  a  lineal  descenilant  of  Maj.  Willard  of  Colonial  days,  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Mount  Carmel  Lodge  of  Freemasons,  then  in  Warren. 
Dr.  Cyrus  Hutchins,  l>csidc  his  medical  skill,  was  deeply  interested  in  tbo 
district  schools  and  small  town  library.  Daniel  Ilitchcock,  Esq.,  for  mpi^y 
years  the  postmaster  and  librarian.  The  planting  of  shade-trees,  to  beautify  tbe 
home  and  street,  is  his  living  monument.  David  Kimball,  A.  M.,  a  successful 
instructor,  and  an  ardent  lover  of  the  book  of  nature.  Daniel  Powers,  A.  M., 
was  senior  tutor  in  Yale  College  at  the  time  of  his  early  death.  Nathan  Richard- 
son, author  of  the  "Modern  School  for  the  Piano-forte.**  He  died  before  his  work 
had  attained  its  popularity  and  success.  Dr.  Calvin  Cutter,  A.  M.,  author  of 
••  Anatomy,  Physiology  and  Hygiene,**  now  used  in  the  five  grand  divisions  of  tbe 
globe ;  translated  into  seven  dialects,  and  printed  in  raised  letters  for  the  blind. 
Dr.  Nelscm  Carpenter,  A.  M.,  foremost  in  laudable  reforms  and  a  successful 
practitioner.  Dr.  Harvey  S-  Carpenter,  whose  early  proniise  for  great  useful- 
ness was  blighted  by  mental  disease.  Dr.  L  Warriner^  beside  bis  medical 
education,  was  one  of  the  early  professional  dentists. 

A  slate  slab  marks  the  grave  of  Nicholas  Brown,  a  chaplain  in  the  Eng^^h^ 
army, — 

"  wbb  wsts  from  the  two-fold  strife, — 

The  battle-field  of  armies,  aud  the  battle-field  of  life." 

0 

A  cenotaph  in  the  old  portion  of  **God*s  Acre  **  is  a  monument  to  the  dauntless 
warrior,  Solomon  Key6s.  Another  is  commemorative  of  Noah  Ashley.  T|)e 
heroes  of  the  Revolution,  the  martyr  dead  of  the  Rebellion  sleep  in  oonae- 
cratcd  graves. 

These  mothers  who  moulded  the  plastic  minds  of  past  generations,  these  ' 
fathers  scarred  with  the  combats  of  life,  though  unknown  to  fame,  have  quietly 
filled  their  allotted  spheres  in  life,  nor  are  their  ennobling  energies  now  buried 
bc*neath  the  rubbish  of  time.    The  marble  stood  waiting,  the  Great  Scu^tor 
canred  the  plaudit,  "  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servauta,**  ,      . 
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▲  MODERN    TOWN — ORIGIN    AND   VORSCATION^ — SOIL    AND    NATURAL    FEATC7RS8 

WATER    StSTEM  —  MUNICIPAL    ACTION  —  STATISTICS  —  BAPTIST    CHURCH  — 

METHODIST,   CONGREGATIONAL,   CATHOLIC  AND  OTHER  CHURCHES. 


Webster  was  iqcorporated  March  6,  1832,  and  so  called  in  honor  of 
Webster.  The  territory  was  taken  from  the  towns  of  Oxford  and  Dudley, 
together  with  a  large  tract  of  land  known  as  **  Oxford  South  Oore,**  not 
included,  iu  any  township,  although  a  part  of  Worcester  County.  Another  * 
tract  ^belonging  to  the  Pegan  Indians  (a  remnant  of  the  ancient  Nipmucks)  was 
also  included,  which  was  a  possession  conceded  to  these  Indians  by  the  town 
of  Pudlcy  fur  their  relinquishment  of  certain  rights  to  land  on  Dudley  Hill, 
known  as  Black  James  &  Co/s  grant,  Surveyed  to  them  in  1684.''         *    • 

The  settlement  of  boundaries  of  the  town  was  for  some  time  after  its  incor- 
poration a  source  of  much  controversy,  but  these  were  finally  established /id 
1 84 L,  as  follows :  The  Connecticut  State  line  fcirms  the  southern  tx^undary;' 
the  to^n  of  Douglas  the  eastern ;  the  town  of  Oxford  tbe  northern ;  the  French 
Giver  and  the  town  of  Dudley  the  Western.  It  is  a  small  township,  not 
exceeding  four  miles  in  length,  north  and  souths  and  three  and  a  half  in  width. 
Its  area  is  fourteen  square  miles,  or  about  nine  thousand  acres.  The  distance 
from  Boston  is  fifty-five  miles  west-south-west,  and  its  latitude  is  41^  56^ 
northit  and  longitude  5^  10^  east  from  Washington. 

*  The  surface  of  Webster  is  agreeably  diversified  by  hills  and  plains.     The 
soil  is  naturally  poor,  very  rocky  and  unproductive,  but  patient  industry  has   . 
produced  a  wonderful  change  over   much  of*  this  once  barren  and  i>cnighted 
legion,  so  that  now  the  eye  is  charmed  by  the  sight  of  broad,  undulating  fields 
in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Near  the  centre  of  tbe  town,  at  the  base  of  a  range  of  hills,  lies  as  pictur- 
esque  a.  lake  as  can  be  found  in  New  England.     From  Bear  Ilill,  the  highest 
point  in  this  range,  the  landscape  spread  out  to  view  is  extremely  beautiful.  . 
Directly  before  us,  at  the  foot  of  a  rapid  declivity,  lie  the  tranquil  waters,    > 
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dotted  here  and  there  with  charming  islands  covered  with  a  mass  of  greeo 
shrubs  and  vines,  or  the  heavier  growth  of  timber,  which  all  appear  to  start 
from  the  water's  edge,  and  contrast  beautifully  with  the  silvery  ripples  of  the 
margin.  The  bold  headlands  and  retiring  inlets,  from  whoso  varied  shades  of 
green  peer  half-hidden  cottages,  the  background  of  distant  hills  with  an  occa- 
sional spire,  present,  indeed,  a  charming  picture. 

This  lako  is  known  as  ^  Chaubuuagungamaug,'' *  a  name  given  it  by  the 
Indians  whose  villngcs  were  situated  upon  or  near  its  shores.  It  covers  an 
area  of  over  1,200  acres,  or  a  little  more  than  a  seventh  part  of  the  whole 
territory  of  the  town.  At  the  North  Vxlluge  tho  waters  are  discharged  into  the 
French,  or  as  called  by  the  Indians,  Ma&nexit  Kiver,  a  stream  having  its 
source  in  Leicester,  and  forming  the  dividing  lino  between  Webster  and 
Dudley.  It  received  the  name  of  French  River  from  a  hand  of  Huguenots 
who  fled  from  France  and  settled  in  Oxford,  near  its  banks. .  The  meaning  of, 
the  Indian  name  is  not  known.  It  is  a  constant  and  never*fai-ling  stream,  and 
furnishes  an  abundance  of  power  to  the  numerous  manufactories  situated  aloqg 
its  banks.  After  a  winding  course  it  unites  with  Iho  Quinebaug,  and  goes  to 
form  the  Thames  at  Norwich,  Conn.,  which  flows  into  Long  Island  Sound  at 
New  London.  - 

Webster  is  distinguished  for  its  excellent  roads,  its  substantial  bridgds^  an«t 
the  pleasing  variety  of  its  natural  scenery..  Foinr  villagea,  namely,  ''Norths'* 
•*  South,"  •*  East "  and  "  Depot,"  all  within  a  radius  of  one  mile,  contain  neariy 
all  the  population  of  the  town.  . 

The  first  town  meeting  for  the  choice  of  oflScers  was  held  April  2,  183^/ 
Jonathan  Day  was  chosen  moderator  and  Charles  Baldwin  clerk.  The  follow- 
ing officers  were  elected:  George  B.  Slater,  John  H.  Day,  John  Learnard, 
Benjamin  Wakefield,  Nathan  Cody,  selectmen.  Jonathan  Day,  Charles  Bald- 
win, Joseph  Bracket,  assessors.  Chaji^Ies  Tucker,  treasurer.  Henry  Smitfai, 
collector.  Rev.  Thomas  Barrett,  Pcrcclcto  Morris,  John  Parker,  George  B. 
Slater,  Josiah  Sessions,  Dr.  John  W.  Tenny,  school  committee. 

At  a  second  meeting  held  for  the  transaction- of  business,  the  following  sums 
were  appropriated:  For  support  of  schools,  $500;  town  expenses,  $1,200; 
roads,  bridges,  &c.,  $500 ;  total,  $2,800. 

The  number  of  freeholders,  58 ;  polls,  256 ;  dwelling-houses,  120.    The 

*  In  a  search  for  the  meaning  of  this  aboriginal  name,  the  foUowing  diScirent  speUings  are 
fonnd :  — 

ShoMgwiaffWkkayoa  or  Ckdbandkoi^g'kommn.  Reach's  Map  and  Barber's  History  gire  Charffogfago^ 
gmanchavggagogg.  To  the  latter  name  has  been  added  (it  is  not  known  by  what  authoiity) 
-agungamaug  !  Eliot  (1668)  gives  Ckakanokongkomun  or  Omgkomum,  This  varied4>rthography  was 
probably  caused  by  the  ignorance  or  carelessnesii  of  tho  writers,  as  very  few  of  them  ever  wrote 
the  name  twice  alike,  Bliot  aloue  ex^ptcd.  It  was  hoped  the  Indian  meaning  of  this  name  might 
be  discovered,  but  tho  research  has  afforded  little  iuformallon.  The  nearest  approach  to  a  traaa^ 
lation  was  found  in  c<^ lections  of  Connect  icnt  Historical  Society,  by  J.  H.  Trambnll,  and  was 
given  as  ''  ihr  boHndary  fithing  place,"  as  the  lake  formed  the  bound  marie  between  the  ^Tljnnaefcf  and 
2[iMekan§,  and  was  resorted  toby  both  nations,  thia  may  be  accepted  as  m  ourect  meaaiafi 
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population  of  tho  town,  at  its  incorporation^  was  about  1»200,  and  has  inereaaed 
as  follows:  In  1840,  1,403;  1850,  2,371;  1855,  2,727;  1860,  2,925;  ISGS-, 
8,608 ;  1875,  5,064. 

Of  the  population  in  1875,  2,060  were  of  foreign  birth,  3,004  native.  Of 
the  whole  popu^Iation  only  1,249  were  bom  in  Webster.  The  foreign-bom 
Toters  numbered  256,  native,  637 ;  total,  893. 

The  following  named  citizens  of  this  town  have  appeared  in  public  life, 
occupying  the  offices  mentioned  at  the  dates  annexed :  — 

Representdivea  md  Senators. — 1883,  John  Slater ;  1834-35,  Charles  Tucker ;  1836, 
Jijtn  W.  Tenny ;  1837,  Horace  Wliitaker ;  1838,  none  sent ;  1889,  Solomon  Robinson ; 
1840,^ I^lirop  Clark ;  1841,  Joseph  Ireson  ;  1842,  Eden  Davis;  1843,  Joseph  Ireson; 
1844-45,  Solomon  Robinson ;  184G,  John  Dixon ;  1847,  John  W.  Tcnny ;  1848;  none 
sent ;  1849<  John  Dixon ;  1850,  none  sent ;  1851,  Nathan  Cocly ;  1852,  Chandler  Fay ;  . 
1853^  no  record;  1854, Elias  Jacobs ;  1855,  George  H. Bacon ;  185G,PannQnas  Keith; 
185^,  Henry  £.  Bugbee;  1858,  Lyman  Sheldon;  1859,  Asher  Joslin.  The  district 
system  adopted.  1861,  Emory  Sibley;  18G3,  Frederick  D.  Brown;  18G5,  Prince 
Brackett;  1867,  Benjamin  A.  Corbin;  18G0,  George  J.  Sanger;  1870,  Charles  H.  . 
Page ;  1872,  Horace  I.  Joslin ;  1873,  Andrew  J.  Waters ;  1876,  Frederick  T*  Chase ; 
1876,  Francis  Bugbee ;  1879,  Robert  Humphrey. 

State  Senators. — 1863,  Asher  Joslin ;  1868,  Frederick  D.  Brown. 

Daiiiel  Chapin  was  a  delegate  to  revise  the  State  Constitution,  1853. 

f  .County  Officers. — -William  H.  Davis  held  the  office  of  Special  Connty  Commissioner  ' 
for  three  years  —  the  only  county  officer  elected  from  Webster.  Jonathan  Day, 
Solomon  SUnmway  and  Rafus  Hall  have  held  the  office  of  Deputy-Sheriff. 
town  C/erA:«.— 1832-33,  Charles  Baldwin;  1834,  William  E.  Starr;  1835-36, 
Charles  Waite;  1837,  John  P.  Stockwell;  1838,  Harvey  Conant;  1839,  William  H. 
Bigelow ;  1840-46,  John  Dixon,  Jr. ;  1847-49,  Edward  Rogers ;  1850,  Liberty  Lamb, 
Jr.;  1851,  Francis  H.  Underwood;  1852,  Edward  Rogers;  1853-55,  John  Quincy 
Adams;  1856,  Newton  Tourtellotte ;  1857-60,  P.W.Bruce;  1861-73,  S.  A.  Tingier; 
1874,  Cortlknd  Wood ;  f875,  S.  A.  Tingier;  1876-79,  Cortland  Wood.  ^ 

l^e. Baptist  Church  was  first  established  as  tho  ^  Baptist  Church ioC  Dudlpy-,** 
and  its  existence  in  that  towa  and  in  AVebster  covers  a  period;  of  nearly  one 
hundred  and  fifty  years.  Little  can  now  be  learned  conceroing  ks  early 
history ;  but,  as  the  records  mention  it  as  as  early  as  1744,  it  is  probable  that 
it  existed  some  time  previous.  In  1790,  Baptist  meetings  bad  bcpome  frequent 
in  that  part  of  Dudley  now  incorporated  as  Webster.  lu  1798,  a  church  was 
organized,  and  Mr.  Solomon  Wakefield  was  ordained  to  the  work  of  the  go^^x^ 
ministry ;  not,  however,  as  pastor,  yet  with  the  understanding  that  he  would  . 
labpr  with  the  church  in  ^in  word  and  doctrine,'' 

Elder  Wake^cld  was  one  of  five  brothers  who  were  all  settled  between 
the  present  railroad  depot  and  E.ist  Village.  Ho  owned  the  land  where  the 
South  Village  is  npw  located,  and  lived  there;  he  also  owned  a  saw/and  grist 
mill.  He  is  spoken  of  by  the  few  who  remember  his  ministry  as  zealous  and 
earnest  in  his  mAnner,  and  an  ncceptablc  preacher. 
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'  In  1810-12,  meetiDgs'wero  frequent,  •— sometimes  held  in  privAto  bouses,  at 
others  in  tbe  unoccupied  toft  of  the  North  Village  factory,  and  also  in  a  school* 
house  which  stood  whore  the  Eddy  Block  now  stands.  The  district,  in  building 
the  house  in  1812,  had  some  reference  to  its  use  as  a  place  in  which  to  hold 
religious  meetings,  no  meeting-bouse  being  near.  It  was  sometimes  used  by 
the  Universalists,  and  also  by  the  Methodists. 

The  church  was  ogain  organized  Oct.  26,  1814,  at  the  request  of  fifty-five 
persons,  —  twenty-seven  males  and  twenty-eight  females, — by  an  ecclesiastical 
council  held  in  the  aliove-mentioned  school-'house.  The  following  churches 
were  represented  in  the  council :  — Rev.  P.  Crosby,  pastor,  Thompson,  Conn. ; 
Rev.  William  Bontly,  pastor,  Worcester ;  Rev.  Jumes  Boomer,  pastor,  Charl- 
ton; Rev.  Z.  L.  Leonard,  pastor,  Sturbridge;  ReV»  James  Grow,  pastor, 
Pomfret,  Conn.  Rev.  Luther  Goddard  and  brothers,  Jeremy  F.  Tolman  and 
John  Walker  were  invited  to  a  seat,  and  acted  with  the  council.  Rev.  Mr* 
Bently  was  chosen  moderator,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Leonard,  scribe.  The  sermon 
was  preached  by  Rev.  James  Grow,  and  the  hand  of  fellowship  given  by  the 
moderator.  That  this  church  had  its  origin  under  highly  encouraging  auspices 
may  be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  it  was  the  only  church  of  any  denomination 
in  the  vicinity  and  that  it  shared  the  general  favor  of  the  people. 

At  a  church  meeting  held  Nov;  8,  1814,  Mr.  Stephea  Bartlett  and  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Crosby  were  chosen  deacons,  but  tiiey  did  not  signify  their  accepts 
ance  of  the  office  until  July  6,  1815. 

Mr.  Ezek  Brown,  who  bad  been  a  deacon  of  the  chui'ch  of  Sutton,  moved  to 
this  pilace;  and,  on  the  15th  of  June,  1815,  about  eight  months  after  the 
organization,  was  invited  to  serve  as  their  pastor.  The  ordination  was  as 
follows: — The  school-house  in  which  they  .worshipped  was  deemed  insufficient 
for  the  people  ex)>ected  to  be  present,  and  a  spacious  tent  was  built  by  Mr. 
Augustus  Eddy  for  the  occasion.  At  this  time.  Rev.  $amuel  Waters  was 
elected  moderator,  and  Rev.  Zenas  L.  Leonard  scribe.  The  sermon  was 
delivered  by  Rev.  Z.  L.  Leonard  of  Sturbridge ;  ordaining  prayer  by  ReV. 
James  Gmw  of  Pomfret,  Conn. ;  the  charge  by  Rev.  Samuel  Waters  of  Sutton; 
right  hand  of  fellowship  by  Rev.  William  Bently  of  Worcester ;  concluding 
prayer  by  Rev.  Isaac  Dwinell  of  Auburn.  Rev.  Mr.  Brown's  labors  here 
continued  for  three  years  aud  three  months.  His  ministry  Was  otie  of  com- 
pamtive  prosperity. 

The  church  now  remained  destitute  of  a  pastor  seven  years  and  four  months, 
but  was  supplied  by  ministers  from  the  neigUioriug  Baptbt  i^hurcbes. 

In  1825-6,  the  society  erected  their  first  meeting-house,  which  was  dedicated 
Dec.  26,  1826.     Elder  Jonathan  Going  of  Worcester  delivering  the  sermon. 

The  church  had  now  become  anxious  to  settle  a  pastor ;  and  Rev.  John  B. 
Ballard  of  Musonville,  N.  Y.,  was  invitedt  and  accepted*  lie  was  bofn  in 
Dudley  Oct.  25,  1795,  and  entered  Hamilton  Theological  Institute,  N.  Y.,  lof 
1820.    The  commencement  of  Mr.  Balhrd's  ministry  bei^m^y  be  considered 
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an  era  with  tho  diurch.  In  tho  spring  of  1827,  he  founded  the  first  Sabbath 
aehool  erer  taoght  in  Ihis  place.  Mr.  Balbrd  closed  his  labors  here  in  the 
qpring  of  1828,  having  served  about  two  years  and  three  months.  He  died  iif 
the  city  of  New  York,  Jan.  29,  1856,*  aged  60  years.  From  this  time  down 
to  the  present,  the  following  have  served  as  pastors;  — 1828,  Scr.  Joshua 
Eveletb,  several  months;  1829,  Rev.  Hubbel  L:K>mis,  one  year;  1830,  Bev. 
Thomas  Barnctt,  two  years  five  months ;  1832,  Rev.  Abiel  Fisher,  one  year 
six  months ;  1834,  Rev.  James  Grow,  one  year ;  183G;  Rev.  Loomi:»  G.  Lesiii- 
ard,  six  years  seven  months ;  1843,  Rev.  John  F.  Burliank,  three  y^ars  five 
months ;  1849,  Rev.  Joseph  Thayer,  one  year ;  1850,  Rev.  Frederic  Charlton^' 
three  years ;  1853,  Rev.  George  W.  Dorrence,  two  years ;  1856,  Rev.  J.  L. 
A.  Fish,  seven  years  three  mQiiihs. 

The  vacant  pastorate  was  filled  Oct.  1,  1863,  by  Rev.  Charles  W.  Reding,  a 
gentleman  of  culture  and  large  experience,  who  continued  bus  labors  with  the 
church  until  1809.     During  Mr.  Rcding*s  ministi-y  the  society  erected  the 
present  church  edifice.    It  is  constructed  of  stone,  in  the  Gothic  style,  and  cost 
$91,067,  being  the  most  elegant  and  graceful  church  in  the  place.     Mr.  Redibg 
was  followed  by  Rev.  J.  V.  Oslerhout,  who  was  ordaiued  Aug.  9,  1869,  and 
resigned  Aug.  1,  1873.     Rev.  Thomas  T.  Filmer  succeeded  him,  and  began  h» 
pastorate  Nov.  1,  1873 ;  and  coutinues  to  the  present  time. 
'  Prominent  among  the  members  of  this  society  have  been  Solomon  Robinson^ 
and  Prince  Brackett.     Both  were  elected  deacons  in  1831,  and  still  continue  in  i 
that  office.     The  former  served  as  clerk  for  thirty  years,  and  at  present  act^  I 
as  treasurer  of  the  society.     Dyer  Freeman  was  also  deacon  for  a  number  of  J 
years.     The  society  is  in  a  flourishing  condition. 

Much  of  the  foregoing  history  has  been  extracted  from  a  historical  discourse 
delivered  by  Mr.  Reding  at  the  celebration  of  the  fifcieth  anniversary  of  the 
organization  of  the  church,  Oct.  30,  18G1. 

The  history  of  tho  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Webster  affords  the  fol-  . 
lowing  facts.  About  tho  years  1822  and  1<S23  Samuel  Henderson  and*  Jcihn  '^ 
McCausland  came  to  this  country  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  this  place.  They 
established  class-meetings  at  their  homos.  In  1823  they,  with  the  folltiwing 
persons,  were  instrumental  in  organizing  a  society :  Samuel  J.  Booth,  William 
Archer,  Parsons  Tourtellott,  Olncy  Esten,  Ebonezer  Plumraer,  William  liar* 
benson,  William  Hurd,  Hezeklah  Davis,  Calvin  Aklrich,  Charles  Wait,  Henry 
Davis,  John  Dixon,  William  Andrews,  Daniel  Dwight,  Oliver  Adams,  Jr., 
Jeremiah  Upham.  A  few  years  later,  Capt.  Hiram  Moffitt,  Erastus  Spauldiug; 
and  George  Uouson,  with  others,  joined  the  society,  materially  increasing  its 
strength.  "" 

Their  first  preacher  was  Rev.  Elias  Marble,  who  labored  with  thera  for  two 
years.  His  successors  have  been  as  follows:  1825,  Jnhn  W.  Hardy ;  152G, 
John  W.  Chase ;  1827,  Heman  Perry  ;  1^28,  George  Southcrland  ;  182!»,  Is&iac 
Bonny;  1830,  John  Lovcjoy;  1831,  O.  Robbius;  1832,  Peter  Sabin;  1833; 
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I/saac  Jcnnison  ;  1834,  Ira  M.  Bidwell ;  1835,  Jonathan  Cady ;  1836*37,  Isnao 
Stoddard ;  183S-39,  Josoph  Merrill ;  1840,  Isaac  Sanborn ;  1841-42,  Ahrabnm 
D.  Merrill;  1843-44,  Leonard  B«  Griffin ;  1845-46,  Mark  Staiilc;  1847-48, 
Cbas.  S.  MvRcdding;  1849-50,  Joseph  Lewis;  1851-52,  D.  E.  Cbapin; 
i853-54.  Union  Ward;  1855-56,  Samnel  Tapper;  1857-58,  Jeremiah  S. 
Ilaniford;  1859,  Abraham  S.  Dobbs;  1860-61,  Pliny  Wof)d;  1862,  Joseph 
C.  Cromack;  1863-64;  Cyrus  Eastman;  1865,  James  W.  Morey;  1866-67, 
Edward  S.  Best;  1868-70,  Albinus  O.  ILimtlton;  1871-72,  LeRoy  S.  Brews- 
ter; 1873-74,  William  J.  Pomfrct ;  1875-76,  Dapiel  Richards;  1877-79,8. 
B.  Sweetsen 

The  preachers  from  1823  to  1833  Ijelonged  to  the  Thompson  and  Dudley 
circuits. 

.,  Their  first  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1828,  where  Benjamin  A.  Corbin's 
residence  upw  stands,  and  was  dedicatcTTTinSc,  1829,  The  cost  of  this  bliild* 
iug  and  land  w^is  $1,467.40,  ^including  two  doltnrs  and  ninety-two  cents  paid 
for  two  and  a  half  gallons  rum  for  raising.**  The  trustees  were  Daniel  Dwight, 
Oliver  Adams,  Jr.,  Jeremiah  Upham,  William  Archer,  Calvin  Aldrich.  Tbi^ 
building  was  moved  and  afterwards  known  as.Fenner's  Hall,  now  a  part  of 
McQuaid's  Block.  ^'^ 

r   A  second  building  was  erected  near  the  East  Yillngo  in  180^ at  n  costrof 
i$i,626;  this  time  including  twenty-six  pounds  of  cheese  at  nine  cents  "per 
Ipound,  for  the  raising,  being  a  noteworthy  change   in   refreshments.    The 
llJuilder  was  Jonas  Lamb;  building  committee,  George.  B.  Slater,  Esq.,  Jona-y 
than  Day^  William  Archer,  William  Andrews;  trustees^  William  Andrews,^ 
^-^William  Archer,  Samuel  Henderson,  John  Dixon,  John-  McCausland,  Calvin 
Aldrich,  Henr^v Davis,  Charles  Wait,  William  Hurd.     This  building  is  now 
occupied  by  the  French  Catholics. 

The  third  church  building,  the  one  in  present  use,  is  situated  on  Main  Street 
nearly  opposite  the  site  of  the  society's  first  church.  This  building  was  erected 
in  1867,  and  dedicated  September.  12  that  same  year.  The  builder  was  Caleb  S. 
Hall ;  building  committee,  Rev.  £.  Si  Best,  B.  A.  Corbin,  C.  C.  Corbii^ 
WiHitim  H.  Davis,  C.  S.  Hull,  Cyrus  Spaulding,  Tlie  trustees  were,  B.  A. 
Corbin,  C.  C.  Corbin,  Samuel  Aldrich,  Amasa  Wood,  Hon.  Asher  Joslin,  David 
Wellington,  C.  S.  Hall,  Robert  Humphrey,  Esbon  White.  The  cost  of  land, 
bnilding,  and  fixtures,  including  an  organ,  was  $22,000.  The  church  has  been 
fairly  prosperous,  averaging  of  late  years  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  mem* 
bers.  ^ 

The  First  Congregational  Church  and  Society  were  organized  June  13, 1838, 
by  forty-one  persons,  most  of  whom  had  previously  worshipi^ed  with  the  Bap* 
lists.  At  the  first  meeting  for  the  organization  of  the  society,  Jonathan  Day 
was  chosen  moderator  and  James  J.  Robinson  elected  clerk ;  George  B.  Slater, 
Dexter  W.  Jones,  and  Lyman  Johnson  were  chosen  assessora  and**  standing 
committee.    Provisions  were  at  once  iiiade  for  the  mppoii  of  preaching,  and 
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meetings  were  regularly  held  ia  the  iiieetiug4iou8e,  firrt  oceupied  by  the 
MetbodUts,  uplil  tbe  year  1842,  when  the  prcnent  house  of  worship  was  ereeted. 
It  was  enlarged  in  1849,  so  as  to  admit  twenty-four  additional  pews. 

Ber.  Sidney  Ilolman,  the  first  |)astor,  was  installed  Oct  31,  1838,  and  was 
dismissed  May  4,  1840.  The  following  have  served  as  pastors ;  Flubbard  A. 
Beed,  from  May  6,  1841  to  Nov.  5,  1844;  Lorenzo  Gary,  from  Aug.  14, 
1845,  to  Juno  29,  1852 ;  S.  C.  Kendall,  from  March  29,  1854,  to  March  30, 
1857,  and  A'om  Nov.  8,  18G0,  to  July  22,  18C8 ;  David  M.  Bean,  from  Deo. 
10,  18C8,  to  May  25,  1871 ;  J.  S.  Batcheldcr,  from  Dec.  6,  1871,  to  Sept.  7, 
1874;  H.  M.  Rogers,  from  Dec.  9,  1874,  to  Sept.  28,  1876. 

Tbe  first  deacons  were  Lathrop  Clark  and  Ebcnczer  Guild,  both  chosen  June 
24,  1838.  Tbe  following  have  served  since  then :  Edward  Parker,  chosen 
Nov.  C,  1841 ;  Charles  Carpenter,  chosen  Oct.  12,  1845 ;  James  J.  Robinson, 
chosen  1850;  Waldo  Johnson^  chosen  Sept.  7,  17G4;  DaVid  Perry,  chosen 
Feb.  19,  18C8;  Hiram  Spaulding,  Feb.  19,  1868;  Rufus  B.  Eddy,  chosen 
Dec.  30,  1878 ;  J.  E.  Ilitebcock,  chosen  Dec.  30, 1878. 

The  first  records  of  the  Catholic  parish  of  Webster  date  back  to  1844/at 
which  time  Webster  and  surrounding  towns  within  the  limits  of  the  county  of 
Worcester  were  under  tbe  charge  of  the  pastor  of  St.  John's  Church,  Worbes* 
ter*  The  foundations  of  the  present  church  edifice,  known  as  St.  Loui^ 
Church,  was  commenced  by  the  Rev.  M.  Gibson,  who  resigned  his  chaigo  in 
1853,  and  was  succeeded  the  same  yenr  by  the  Rev.  Napoleon  Magnault.  The 
original  church  was  completed  during  the  administration  of  Mr.  Maghaalt,  ata 
cost  of  about  $8,000.  U  is  a  plain,  8ul)stantial  brick  building,  with  roood  for 
seating  five  hundred  persons.  In  August,  1858,  the  i>rcdent  pastor,  Jaines 
Quan,  was  appointed  to  the  charge  of  the  parish.  There  was  at  that  time  a 
large  congregiition,  composed  of  an  English  and  French  speaking  people,  and 
the  numbers  were  rapidly  increasing  by  emigration  from  Irclmd,  Canada,  Oer- 
many,  and  Poland.  Therefore,  in  18G5,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  enlarge 
the  church.  This  was  done  by  doubling  the  capacity  of  the  buHding,  at' a 
cost  of  $2Q,000,  subsequent  to  which  a , parish  house  was  built,  at  a  cost 
of  $7,500.  In  1870  the  French-speaking  members  of  the  parish  formed  the 
Parish  of  the  Sacred  Heart,  numbering  two  thousand  souls;  the  Parish  of 
St.  Louis  has  an  equal  number. 

^u  November,  18G9,  the  French-speaking  population  of  Webster  purchased 
of, XL  N.  Slater,  Esq.,  the  mccting-house  formerly  occupied  by  the  Metho- 
dists, and  next  year  establi;>hcd  a  society,  with  tbe  Rev.  J.  Cosson  as  pas- 
tor. He  continued  here  until  Jan.  7,  1871,  when  he  was  removed  to  Spencer, 
lie  was  succeeded  by  Eev.  A.  A.  Landry  of  North  Adams,  the  present 
pastor.  Since  the  society  was  established  tbe  church  has  received  several 
important  additions,  making  it  a  fine  and  substantial  building.  Tbe  num- 
ber of  communicants  is  thirteen  hundred ;  number  in  Sabbath  school,  three 
hundred. 
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The  doctrine  of  UniFersalism  was  preached  in  Webster  long  before  any 
attempt  was  made  to  organize  a  church.  These  meetings  were  held  in  au 
^  old  school-house,"  and  more  recently  in  what  was  known-  as  Fenncr's  Ildll. 
They  ulso  occupied  Webster  Hall  for  a  tiine.  ' 

The  society  was  first  organized  April  22,  1861.  John  F.  Hines  was 
.chosen  clerk,  a  position  which  he  has  hold 'to  the  present  time.  The  first 
standing  committee  were  Oscar  F.  Chase,  John  W.  Steere,  and  Ethan  Bui- 
lard.  May  1,  1864,  Rer.  George  J.  Sanger  was  ordained  the  first  pastor. 
Efforts  were  now  made  by  the  friends  of  the  society  to  raise  funds  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  church  -  edified.  These  efforts  proved  successful,  and 
on  the  22d  of  June,  18G6,  the  society  was  reorganized,  under  the  provisions 
of  chapter  30  of  the  General  Statutes  of  Massachusetts,  a  legal  coi*poration. 
At  this  d^te  a  building  committee^ was  chosen,  with  full  powers  to  Contract 
for  the  building  of  the  church.  This  was  done;  at  the  expense  of  about 
$20,000,  and  it  was  dedicated  Aug.  21, 1867.  Rev.  Mr.  Sanger  closed  his  labors 
here,  April,  1869.  He  wiis  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Keyes,  who  resigned 
after  a  short  pastorate.  For  some  time  after  this  the  pulpit  was  supplied 
by  Rev.  Mrs.  Wilkes  and  others.  Early  in  1874,  Rev.  J.  W.  Moore  Was 
called  to  its  pastorate,  and  continued  his  labors  until  the  fall  of  1877.  In 
Septcm1>er,  1873,  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  J.  F.  Simmons,  accepted  a  call, 
^n  February,  1§76,  a  severe  gale  blew  down  the  steeple  of  the  church  and 
otherwise  seriously  d^imaged  the  building,  which  rendered  extenshre  repairs 
necessary. 

Mrs.  Julia  Clemens  Murdock,  a  life-long  Universalist  and  friend  of  the  society, 
died  April  27,  1879,  leaving  the  greater  part  of  her  estate,  amounting  to  si^v- 
erul  thousand  dollars,  to  the  society. 

The  first  service  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Cliurch  was  held-  in  the  town 
hall  at  East  Webster^  July  18,  1869,  by  the  Rev.  William  Henry  Brooks,  D. 
D.,  rector  of  Grace  Church,  Oxford.  The  society,  having  no  church  of  their 
own,  held  their  services  in  such  places  as  could  conveniently  be  obtained,  until 
the  church  edifice  was  erected.  A  parish  was  formed  Jan.  3,  1870,  with  the 
name  of  the  Church  of  the  Reconciliation;  and  July  18,  1870,  it  being  the 
firbt  Anniversary  of  the  services  in  the  parish,  the  corner«stone  of  tho  churoh 
was  laid.  Rev.  Dr.  Brooks  officiating  in  the  absence  of  the  Bishop  of  the 
Diocese.  The  following  deposits,  placed  in  a  lead  box,  were  inserted  in  the 
corner-stone :  Holy  Bible,  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  Churchman's  Year  Book, 
1870,  Journal  of  tho  Seventy-ninth  Convention  of  the  Diocese  of  Massacbu* 
setts.  Manuscript  Historical  Sketch  of  the  parish;  prepankl  by  the  rector, 
pffice  used  at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone,  list  of  the  officers  of  the  parish, 
blank  form  of  the  music  in  the  service  of  the  parish,  '*  Christian  Witness  ^  and 
••Church  Advocate,"  for  April  14,  May  17  and  May  2G,  1870,  •* Chunainiian,'' 
April  2,  1870,  '•Church  Journal,'^  June  8,  187X),  ••  Webster  Times,"  Juno  18, 
1870,  report  of  town  officers  of  Webster  for  1869-70,  re|iort  of  school  bom* 
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mittee  of  Wcbstor  for  1869-70,  ••  Worcester  Daily  Spy,**  July  16,  1870, 
^  Boston  Morning  Journal,"  July  16, 1870,  specimens  of  fractional  cnrroncy,  &e. 
.  The  prayer  was  given  by  Rev.  Tliomas  L.  Randolpli  of  St.  John's  Church, 
Wilkinsonvillo.  TIms  address,  which  was  able  and  appropriate,  was  deliTcred 
by  the  Bev.  William  N>  Acklcy,  rector  of  Trinity  Chnrch,  Newtown,  Conn. 
The  services  wcBC-coBcluded  by  Rer*  James^WrClark,  of  Sl;^  Philip's  Qiurch, 
Putnam,  Conn.,  who  pronQunced  the  btessin<;  of  li^ocq. 
.   The  freewill  offeriijfgs  frty^  on  (his  occosiOfly  i^nounted  t^4,619.10. 

The  church.cdifico  is  constructed  of  wood,  in  Gothic  style,  and  erected  npon 
land  generously  donated  by  William  S.^Fater,  Esq.  It  has  abating  capacity 
for  three  hundred  persons,:  with  provision^  fui*  easy  cnlnrgctncnt,  when  desired. 
The  interipr  is  finished  in  chestnut.  Its^xtrcmtf  Icfhgth  is  seventy-seren  feet, 
by  forty 'four  feet  9\i^  inclics  In  width.  It  was  dedicated  J^n.3,  1871.  The 
ceremonies  wece.  Hinder  the  clmrge  of  the  Rt.  llet.  Bishop  Mmitbn  Eastbum. 
It  contains  a  fine  orgUn,  thogiftrof  Mrs.^Gccxgo^B.  Slater./-  Uc v.  William  XL 
Brooks  was  called  by  the  church  wardens  and  *  vestrymen  to  the  rectorship 
March  19,  1870,  and  accepted  on  the  2Gth,  following.  lie  continncd  with  the 
parish  until  April  2,  1872,  when  he  rc3igned. .  Itogcr  S.  Howard,  D.  D., 
assumed  the  rectorship,  Sept.  1,  1872,  and  resigned  May  1,  1879. 

The  society  of  the  Reformed  Methodist  Cburch  was  organized  in  1872, 
under  the  labors  of  Rev.  Hai-vcy  Wakefield,  the  present  ixistor.  A  building 
costing  two  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  was  erected  the  same  year  by  8u1>- 
scription  and  dedicated  Jan.  1,  1873.  The  prayer  was  given  by  Rev.  ILirvoy 
Wakefield;  the  sermon  by  Rev.  William  II.  Kirk.  Tlie  chnrch  is  located  in 
the  eastern- part  of  the  town,  facing  the  lake.  The  society  is  small,  number- 
ing about  twenty  members,  but  is  in  good  conditicoi.  *' 
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At  a  town-meeting  held  April  28,  1832,  **the  report  of  the  committee 
authorized  at  a  previous  meeting  to  determined  and  define  the  limits  of  tho 
several  school  districts  was  accepted."  This  committee  divided  the  town  into 
four,  afterwards  increased  to  five  school  districts,  the  limits  of  which  remained 
essentially  as  first  determined  until  18G7,  when  the  district  system  was  abolished 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes,  the  town  taking 


B  or  a.  a.  autn,  wsavnB,  ium. 


i.  K.  ■Li.nK'i  outuic  WDKK«,  -WzMTam,  m 


•  • 


4 


THE  SOUTHERN  WAR.  465 

possession  of  nil  the  school-houses  and  other  pi*operty  helpiigiiig  to  the  sevcnil 
districts,  and  assuming  the  care  and  maintenance  of  the  same. 

There  arc  twelve  graded  and  two  "  mixed  "  schools,  willi  an  average  of  eight 
hundred  pupils,  and  maintained  at  a  cost  of  seven  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 
In  1855,  a  high  school  was  established  and  a  building  erected ;  the  second 
floor  for  the  use  of  the  school  and  the  lower  one  as  a  town  hall ;  previous  to 
this  the  town  had  no  hall.  This  building  was  located  at  the  Centre,  west  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  now  the  church  of  the  Sacred  Heart.  It  was 
burned  January,  1870.  The  town  immediately  erected,  at  a  cost  of  eighteen 
thousand  dollars,  the  elegant  and  commodious  stone  building  now  occupied  by 
the  high  school.  The  policy  of  the  town  towards  its  schools  has  always  been 
liberal  and  generous,  consequently  the  schools  have  attained  a  high  rank  in 
usefulness. 

As  is  true  in  so  many  other  towns  in  Massachusetts  and  New  England,  it  is 
of  deep  interest  to  notice  the  part  sustained  by  Webster  in  the  war  of  the 
Rebellion. 

On  the  reception  of  the  news  of  the  surrender  of  Fort  Sumter,  intense 
excitement  pci*vadcd  the  townspeople ;  and  when  the  call  fur  seventy-five  thou- 
sand volunteers  was  received,  Isaac  T.  Hooton,  Charles  N.  Sbumway  and 
Elmoine  D.  Cicmans  immediately  responded  and  enlisted  in  company  D,  third 
battalion  M.  V.  M.,  Mnj.  Charles  Devens,  commanding.  They  left  for  the 
seat  of  war  April  19,  18G1,  and  served  until  August  2d  of  the  same  year, 
when  they  again  enlisted. 

The  first  action  taken  by  the  town  upon  matters  relating  to  the  war  was  on 
the  29th  of  April,  when  it  was  **  voted  to  pay  each  volunteer  I>elonging  to 
Webster  five  dollars  a  month  while  in  active  service ;  and  to  his  wife  and  mother 
dependant  upon  him  for  support,  one  dollar  and  a  half  per  week,  and  to  each 
child  fifty  cents  per  week ;  and  if  the  family  shall  need  more,  the  amounts  to 
be  increased  at  the  discretion  of  the  selectmen."  This  pay  was  to  begin  M'hca 
the  soldier  was  sworn  into  service.  He  was  also  to  receiye  one  dollar  a  day 
while  drilling.     Four  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  as  a  war  fund. 

July  6,  1861.  Voted,  ''To  furnish  the  '  Sbter  Guards,'  then  drilling,  with- 
uniforms."  The  Slater  Guards,  afterwards  company  I,  firtocnth  regiment  M. 
V.  M.,  were  furnished,  while  drilling,  with  rations  and  uniforms  by  the  citr* 
zens.  When  they  left  home  to  join  their  regiment  at  Worcester,  a  dinner  and 
a  purse  of  one  thousand  dollars  was  given  to  the  men.  The  officers  were  pre- 
sented with  swords  and  belts.  Each  member  was  furnished  with  socks  and 
mittens  by  the  ladies,  and  a  fine  flag  was  given  to  the  company  by  William  T. 
Shumway. 

On  November  5tb,  the  town  passed  the  following  resolutioQ :  — 

**  RemirmJL,  That  we  ben^y  tender  oa?  thanks  to  the  Slater  Goiurds  for  their  braveiy 
at  the  battle  of  BslFs  Blaff." 
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1862,  July  10th.  It  was  voted  to  pay  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  dollan  to 
each  volunteer  who  shall  enlUt  for  three  years  and  bo  credited  to  the  quota  of 
the  town. 

18C3,  December  8th.  Six  thousand  dollars  were  appropriated  for  a  war  fimd 
aod  a  like  sum  for  recruiting  purposes. 

1864,  July  14th.  **  Voted,  to  pay  each  volunteer  who  shall  enlist  for  three 
years  and  bo  credited  to  the  quota  of  the  town,  a  bounty  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars.^    This  was  continued  until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Webster  furnished  three  hundred  and  sixty-seven  men,  which  was  a  surplus 
of  fifty-seven  over  and  above  all  demands.    The  following  were  commissioned 


'*  Capt.  Amos  Bartlett,  promoted  flrom  second  lieutenant ;  Fliny  IL  Greorge,  first 
lieutenant,  promoted  from  corporal ;  Silas  S.  Joy,  first  lieutenant,  promoted  firom  ser- 
geant ;  Emory  Sibley,  first  lieutenant,  promoted  from  sergeant ;  Grin  Smith,  first  lieu- 
tenant, promoted  sergeant ;  Charles  O.  Storrs,  first  lieutenant,  commissioned ;  George 
A..  Clapp,  second  lieutenant." 

There  were  also  forty-two  non-commissioned  ofiicers. 

The  amount  of  money  appropriated  and  expended  by  the  town  on  account 
of  the  war,  exclusive  of  Stuto  aid,  was  twenty-eight  thousand  six  hundred  and 
sevcnt3*-four  dollars,  sixty-one  cents  ($28,G74.G1.)  In  addition  to  this,  the 
citizens  contributed  quito  a  kirge  sum.  The  amount  paid  by  the  town  for  State 
aid  to  the  soldiers'  families  was  eighteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty 
dollars,  sixty-three  cents  ($18,920.63.) 

The  selectmen  in  18G1  wore:  Henry  E.  Bogbco,  Lyman  Sheldon,  Nathan 
Joslin.  In  18G2,  Nathan  Joslin,  Iliram  Allen,  Nathan  Chamberlain.  In  l8G3, 
Ndthdu  Joslin,  Emory  Sibley,  Benjamin  A.  Corbin.  In  18G4,  Emory  Sibley, 
Lenjamin  A.  Corbin,  Frederick  D.  Brown.  In  18G5,  Frederick  D.  Brown, 
John  F.  Hinds,  Solomon  Iiobinson.  Tho  town  clerk  during  all  the  years  of 
the  war  was  Seymour  A.  Tingier.  The  town  treasurer  for  the  same  period 
was  William  T.  Sbumway.  The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  is  to  bo .  remembered. 
Tho  good  work  performed  by  tho  ladies  of  Webster  during  this  period  was 
very  considerable,  only  brief  mention  of  which  can  bo  made  here.  The. Ladies* 
Aid  Society  was  formed  Sept.  13,  18G2,  with  tho  following  ofiicers :  Mrs.  S; 
C.  Kendall,  president;  Mrs.  Solomon  Shumway,  vice-president;  Mrs^  F.  D. 
Brown,  secretary  and  treasurer;  dircctord,'Mrs.  Chester  Clemans,  Mrs.  Nathan 
Chamberlaiji,  Mrs.  R.  O.  Storrs,  Mrs.  J.  J.  Robinson,  Mrs.  J.  S.  Carney, 
Mrs.  Cyrils  SpaulJing,  Mrs.  Georgo  W.  Keith,  Mrs.  Rufus  Freeman,  Mrs. 
Edwin  May,  Mrs.  A.  T.  Sly,  Mrs.  John  Thornton,  Mrs.  Rufus  B.  Eddy,  Miss 
Esther  Couvcrse.  This  board  of  olBccrd  served  until  Sept.  23,  18G4,  when 
the  followincr  were  elected  and  continued  in  office  until  the  close  of  tho  war : 
J^Irs.  Solomon  ^humway,  president ;  Mrs.  Nathan  Josliu,  vice-president;  Mrs. 
Frederick  D.  brown,  secretary  and  treasurer;  directors,  Mrs.  Chester  Clem^ 

S|  Mrs.  Robert  Humphrey,  Mrs.  Ilcnry  H.  Stevens,  Mrs.  TTillLim  T.  Shum- 
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way,  Mrs.  S.  C.  Kendall,  Mrs.  Amos  T.  Sly,  Mrs.  Rufus  B.  Sddy,  Miss  Mary 
Brackett.  The  society  had  a  membership  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight.  ^  It 
sent  to  the  military  hospitals  eight  boxes  of  clothing  and  other  articles,  valued 
atone  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  fifty-six  cents,  and  raised  over 
one  thousand  dollars. 

SMiers  who  were  killedy  or  who  died  in  the  ^service. — Ashael  AUlrich,  killed,  Cold 
Hari>or,  Va. ;  Harrison  6.  O.  Aldrich,  died,  Newbern,  18C4  ;  Henry  L.  Amidon,  kill^« 
Antietam,  Sept.  IG,  18G2  ;  Elisba  T.  Bigelow,  died,  Harrison's  Landing,  July  7,  18G2 ;' 

'  Thomas  Blasland,  died,  Dec.  25.  18G3 ;  William  Brandis,  killed,  Gettysburg,  July  2, 
18G3;  Dennis  Breen,  killed,  Lynchburg,  Va.,  June  18,  1864;  Lucius  Briggs,  killed, 
Antietam,  Sept.  16,  18G2;  Charles  £.  Buck,  Sept.  27,  18G2;  George  Sutler,  killed, 
Antietam,  Sept.  17,  18G2;  Henry  Butler,  died,  Nov.  14,  18C2;  William  Cady^  died 
TFhile  a  prisoner;  John  Cassidy,  died,  Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  Aug.  5,  18G4 ;  Frederick  C. 
Childs.  killed.  Laurel  Hill,  Va„  Aug.  10,  1864;  William  Converse,  died  in  prison, 

.  Richmond,  Va.,  Feb.  18,  1862;  Marcus  M.  Corbin,  died  Newbern,  N.  C. ;  Lonis 
Duprey,  killed,  Cold  Harbor,  Va.,  June  2,  1864;  Samuel  Emerson,  died,  Antietam, 
Sept.  26,  18G2 ;  Charles  G.  Foster,  died,  Antietam,  Sept.  17, 1862 ;  John  Geprge,dicd 
a  prisoner,  1864 ;  John  Grady,  killed,  Gettysburg,  July  8, 1863  ;^  John  £.  Holland^  died 
in  service,  Nov.  29,  1864;  Joseph  Holland,  died,  Alexandria,  Va ,  Nov.  28, 1862; 
William  Eelly,  died  City  Point,  Va.,  June  25,  1864 ;  Frederick  Levoice,  killed,  Chan- 
tilly,  Sept.  1,  1862;  Thomas  P.  Munyan,  died  Oct.  17,  18G4,  from  wounds  received 
.Antietam  ;  John  Nichols,  died  a  prisoner ;  William  H.  Palmer,  killed,  battle  of  Wil- 
dcrness,  May  6,  1864  ;  Edwin;  L.  Parmcnter,  died  Oct.  14,  1862,  of  wounds  received 
Antietam;  Antoine Phillips,  died,  Andersonville,  a  prisoner;  Mitchell  Provost,  killed, 
lyialvem  Hill,  July  1, 1802 ;  George  O.  Raymond,  died  July  22,  1863,  ftom  wounds 
received  Gett3'sburg;  Gottfried  Beidimun,  died  Sept.  80.  1862,  from  wounds  received 
Antietpm;  John  D.  Reynolds,  killed.  Cold  Harbor,  Va,^  May  80,  1864;  Francis 
San  turn,  killed,  Gettysburg,  July  8,1863;  Abraham  Sargent,  killed,  Antietam,  July 
16,  1862  ;  Joseph  D.  Scholfleld,  died.  Fort  Lyons,  Va.,  Feb.  16,  1863 ;  William  Scott, 
drowned.  Ball's  Bluff,  Oct.  21,  1861 ;  WilliAm  L.  Sholes,  killed,  Antietam,  Sept.  17, 
1862  ;  Albert  H.  Snow,  died  July  10, 1863,  of  wounds  received  Gettysburg;  Frederick* 
Soder,  killed.  Ball's  Bluff,  Oct.  21,  1861 ;  Frederick  Stanter,  killed,  Gettysburg,  July 
8, 1863;  Egbert  M.  Stevens,  died  Feb.  8,  1863;  James  Stevens,  killed.  Ball's  BlnfT, 
Oct.  21,  1861 ;  Alfred  Tourtellotte,  died  Oct.  25,  fVom  wounds  received  Antietam; 
John  Vickers,  died  Sept.  2, 18C4  ;  Edward  Warren,  killed  at  Webster  by  cars,  i)efofe 
being  discharged ;  Moses  J.  Warren,  died  Oct.  25,  1861,  from  wounds  received  Ball's 
Bluff;  Moses  Wood,  killed,  Antietam,  Sept.  12,  1862. 

« 

Samuel  Slater,  justly  called  the  *"  Father  of  the  Cotton  manufactures  of  tbo 
United  States,*^  was  born  at  Bclper,  in  Derbyshire,  England,  June  9,  1768. 
He  was  one  of  several  sons  of  William  Slater,  a  respectable  yeomaq,  owning' 
the  estate  known  us  ^  Holly  House  Farms,*'  now  the  property  of  Homlio  V. 
Slater,  Esq.,  of  this  town. 

0 

Jedediah  Strutt,  a  partner  of  Richard  Arkwright  in  tbo  manufacture  of 
cotton  yarns,  and  alt^o  engaged  in  improving  and  perfecting  machinery  for  tlio 
same,  applied  to  Mr.  Slater  fur  one  of  bid  sous  oa  an  apprenticed    Samaclf 
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who  was  then  fourteeD  years  of  ago,  was  rccommendcil  as  pr>9sos.^in^  a  nataral 
genius  for  the  science  of  mechanics.  Mr.  Strutt  accepted  him»  and  Ihe  iudm- 
tiire  of  apprenticeship  was  prci>:ircd ;  but,  on  account  of  an  accident  which 
happened  at  this  time  to  his  father*  Samuel  signed  the  agreement  forjiim.  Ho 
was  then  taken  into  the  family  of  Mr.  Strutt,  was  a  faithful  and  skilled  appren- 
tiee»  often  consulted  by  his  master,  who  had  a  high  estimation  of  his  al)ilitics. 

A  short  time  prcvi  uis  tr>  the  expinitiun  of  hi;}  apprenticeship,  hU  attention 
was  attracted  by  an  oflTcr,  in  a  Pliiladelphia  paper,  of  a  bounty  to  any  party 
introducing  the  scries  of  Arkwright  cotton  machinery  into  that  city.  This  was 
a  critical  point  in  the  history  of  the  country,  which  was  then  striving  tci  estab- 
lish manufactures  of  iis  own,  and  needed  skilled  mechanics.  Mr.  Slater 
appreciated  this  state  ofaflTairilf  and  perceived  the  advantage  to  1>e  gained  by 
using  the  knowledge  he  possessed  in  Hhb  rising  business  of  this  now  country. 
Knowing  it  to  be  imiiossible  to  take  any  drafts,  plans  or  models  out  of  the 
country,  owing  to  the  jealous/ of.  England,  he  determined  to  make  himself 
master  of  every  branch  of  the  Kusitre^;  ho  thofeforo  extended  the  time  of  his 
service  four  months,  but  before  this  had  explrcM^  he  left  England  in  the  guise 
of  a  Derbyshire  farmer,  intini;|ting  to  lio  c\m  Jj^is'^intentions.  Before  sailing, 
oowever,  he  sent  his  widowj^d'-iiothcr  a  1^ef,unfbrmh<;  her  of  his  plans.  On 
the  13th  of  September,  .171BD,  Uo  sailed  f(>rJ|?eWiyprWf'lMVJ>4:|'^^  thero  after  a 
voyage  of  sixty-five  dflys.  lie  engagei^'  Ibdgi^^  ^it/CxildenT^^^  place,  and 
awaited  advices  rromThilieKlclphiar.l^ut^6tbiugsa4jitf^  and 

he  soon  engaged  in  th(^  bust ilbss^^pf  the  Neiv  tYot^VI^Ianti fact u ring  Company, 
but  this  also  proved  unsdtii^factory  to  Wm.  -  .  V^ 

While  at  his  lodgings,  b^  made  tho^  acquainfan^e  of  the.  captain  of  a  Provi- 
deuce  packet,  wboj^.i.n  answer, to  his  liiquiry,  told  him  of  Moses  Brown,  a 
gentleman  of  wealth,  who  was*  engaged  in  an  effort  to  spin  cotton  by  water- 
|K>wer;  and  advised  him  to  apply  to  him.  Mr.  Slater  accordingly  addressed 
the  following  letter  to  Mr.  Crown  :  — 

••  New  York,  Oooembcr  2, 1789. 

**Sm, — A  few  days  ago  I  was  informed  that  joo  wanted  a  manager  of  cotton 
spinning,  etc.,  in  wbich  business  I  flatter  myself  that  I  can  p:ive  the  greatest  satisfaction 
In  making  machinery,  making  good  yams,  either  for  stoi^kings,  or  for  twist,  as  any  that 
Is  made  in  England,  as  I  have  had  opporluuity,  and  an  oversight  of  Sir  Richard  Ark* 
Wright's  works,  and  in  Mr.  Slrult's  mill  upwards  of  eight  years.  If  you  are  not 
provided  for,  should  be  glad  to  serve  you,  though  I  am  in  the  New  York  manufactory, 
and  have  been  three  iiceks  since  I  arrived  from  England.  But  we  have  but  one  card, 
two  machines,  two  spinning  jennies,  which  I  think  arc  not  worth  using.  M.v  encour- 
agement is  pretty  good,  but  felr>uld  much  rather  have  the  care  of  the  perpetual  carding 
and  spinning.  My  intention  is  to  erect  a  perpetual  carding  and  spinning  (meaning  tlie 
Arkwright  patents).  If  you-please-todrop  a  line  resiwcting  Ihe  amount  of  encourage* 
ment  you  wish  to  give,  by  favor  of  Captain  Drown,  j'ou  will  much  oblige,  sir,  yonr 
most  obedient  humble  8cr%'ant,  *^  Savubl  Slateb. 

««  P.  S.  —  Please  to  direct  to  me  at  No.  37  Golden  Hill,  New  York 
**  Urn.  BmowN.  ProTidence." 
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Mr.  Brown  replied  as  fuUows  :— 

**  Providence,  10th,  12tli  month,  1789. 

^^Friekd,  —  I  received  tbiDC  of  2d  instant,  and  observe  its  contents.  I,  or  rather 
Almy  &  Brown,  who  have  the  business  in  the  cotton  line  which  I  began,  one  being  my 
son-in-law  and  the  other  a  kinsman,  want  the  assistance  of  a  man  sicilled  in  the  frame 
or  water  spinning.  An  experiment  has  been  made  which  has  failed,  no  person  being 
acquainted  with  the  business,  and  the  frames  imi^erfect. 

*^  We  are  destitute  of  a  person  acquainted  with  water-frame  spinning;  thy  being 
already  engaged  in  a  factor}*  with  many  able  proprietors,  we  can  hardl}'  suppose  we  can 
give  thee  encouragement  adequate  to  leaving  th}'  present  employ.  As  the  frame  we 
have  is  the  first  attempt  of  the  kind  tliat  has  been  made  in  America,  it  is  too  imperfect 
to  afford  much  encouragement ;  we  hardly  know  what  to  say  to  thee,  bat  if  thoa 
thought  thou  conldst  perfect  and  condnct  them  to  profit,  if  thou  will  come  and  do  it, 
thon  sbalt  have  all  the  profits  made  of  them  over  and  above  the  interest  on  the  money 
they  cost,  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  them.  We  will  find  stock,  and  be  repaid  in 
yarn  as  we  may  agree,  for  six  months.  And  this  ;ire  do  for  the  information  thoa 
can  give,  if  fully  acquainted  with  the  business.  Alter  this,  if  we  find  the  bosiness 
profitable,  we  can  enlarge  it,  or  before,  if  suflScient  {roof  of  it  be  had  on  trial,  and 
can  make  an}*  further  agreement  that  may  appear  best  and  agreeable  on  all  sides. 
We  have  secured  only  a  temporary  water  convenience ;  but,  if  we  find  the  business 
profitable,  can  perpetuate  one  that  is  convenient.  If  thy  prospects  shonld  be  better, 
and  thou  should  know  of  any  other  person  unengaged,  should  be  obliged  to  thee  to 
mention  us  to  him.  In  the  meantime,  shall  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether  thou  como 
or  not.  If  thy  present  sitoation  does  not  come  up  to  what  thou  wishcst,  and,  fVom 
thy  knowledge  of  business,  can  be  ascertained  of  the  advantages  of  the  mills,  so  as  to 
induce  thee  to  come  and  work  ours,  and  have  the  credit  as  well  as  the  advantage  of 
perfecting  the  first  mill  in  America,  we  should  be  glad  to  engage  thy  care  so  long  as  it 
can  be  made  profitable  to  both,  and  we  can  agree. 

*^  I  am,  for  myself  and  Almy  ds  Brown,  thy  friend,  Uoses  Bbown. 

**  Samuel  Slateb,  at  27  Golden  Hill,  New  York.** 

On  the  receiptor  the  foregoing  letter,  Mr.  Slater  decided  to  visit  Pitmdeiico, 
and  have  an  interview  with  Mr.  Brown  and  his  partners.  Ho  therefore  left 
New  York  January,  1790.  Oj  meeting  Mr.  Brown  at  Providence,  he  assured 
him  he  was  able  to  perform  all  he  had  promised  iu  bis  letter ;  and  to  corroborate 
his  statement,  showed  bis  indenture  with  Mr.  Strutt,  who  at  that  time  was 
manufacturing  the  best  yarn  iu  England.  He  visited  the  mill  at  Pawtuekct 
with  Mr.  Brown,  and  examined  the  machinery,  which  he  at  once  coadomned  as 
worthless.  He  said :  "  These  will  not  do ;  they  are  good  for  nothing,  nor  can 
they  be  made  of  any  value  in  making  yarn.  They  are  only  valuable  for  old 
iron." 

It  was  finally  agreed  between  the  parties  that  Mr.  Slater  shonld  immediately 
commence  the  construction  of  machines  necessary  for  carding  and  spinning  cot- 
ton. After  a  yearns  time  his  labors  wero  suocessful,  and  he  was  able  to 
produce  a  good  quality  of  yarn  from  bis  machines  (the  (irnt  ever  produced  by 
this  process  iu  America) ,  and  was  admittod  into  paitncrship  with  Moses  Brown 
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and  TVillmm  Altuy,  uudcr  tho  stylo  of  Almy,  Brown  &  Sister.  In  1798  he 
tissociatcd  with  himself  his  father-in-law  Oziel  Wilkiosoa,  Timothy  Green  and 
t\*'illiain  Wilkinson,  under  the  name  of  Samuel  Slater  &  Co.,  and  erected  a  mill 
at  Pawtuckct,  for  the  manufatture  of  cotton  yarns.  These  yams,  cither  in  skeins 
or  made  up  into  warps,  were  sold  to  farmers  and  others  to  he  taken  to  their  homes 
and  wovcii  for  themselves  in  hand-looms,  or^wero  given  out  to  be  woven  for  the 
niauufaiQturers'and  returned  to  tiiem  in  this  shape  of  alotb*.  ,  Tp  obtain  this  yarn 
was  deci^ca^iip  favor  hy  the  female  members  of  tho  fainilies,  asi^tfaie  weaving 
enabled  them  to  earn  the  monns  to  pay  .the  merchants  for  their  necessary  sup- 
plies. The  usual  pnc(i  paid  for  weaving  was  4  cents 'pei^  yard  for  ^  yard  wide, 
plain  clotfc  ;^^C  cents  for  4-4th  wide,  do..^-  (l.«ents  for  *  wide,  stripes ;  Scents  for 
f  Ti;ide,  praids;  10  ccota  for  |^.wide,  Ijcdtkks;  aqd  jl2^  cents  for  4-4th  wide, 
do.     This  btisincss  cqintinued  from  about  181340  1823.  .? 

By  1811  cotton  manufiictorics  had  increase^  tQL^ such  finreslenf^n  the  neigh- 
borbdoctt^f  Pawtucket,  that  i(;  was  difficult  to  find  an  outlet  for  all  tho  yams 
made,  as  all  the  families  fur  miles  around  ifere  employed  in  the  picking  and 
weaving.  It  became  necessary,  therefore,  to  enter  a  new  territory,  and  especially 
a  farming  country,  as  among  the  families  of  the  farmers  were  to  be  found  thoso 
best  skilled  in  the  haud-Iootil  process,'  which  was  tben  the  only  means  of  weaving. 
Mr.  Slater's  attention  was  directed  to  this  place,  then  known  as  Oxford  South 
Grore,  on  account  of  the  superior  water  power  obtainable  from  Jjako  Chaubuna-: 
gungamaug.  The  neighboring  land  was  rocky  aiid  covered  with  a  forest.  By 
the  borders  of  the  lake  ran  a  road  to  Providence,  already  the  centre  of  largo 
manufacturing  interests.  In  Mr.  Slater*^  employ  were  two  sons  oPa  Mr.  Tiffany, 
Lyman  ancT  Bcla.  The  young  men  in  journeying  from  Providence  to  their 
homes  in  TTalcs,  Mass.,  had  frequently  passed  by  this  lake,  and  had  spoken  to 
Mr.  Slater  about  the  fiituation.  It  afforded  superior  advantages  in  water-power 
and  facilitres  for  weaving.  Bcla  Tiffany  made  a  more  cireful  survey  of  the 
region,  tf flier  Mr.  Slater's  direction,  and  reported  that  there  were  at  the  outlet 
of  the  lake,,  a  small  grist  and  saw  mill,  a  trip-hammer  shop,  a  smatt^  tannery, 
the  propotty  bf  ^Vsa  Bol/inson,  and  a  few  Scattered  families.  Mr.  Slater  soon 
visited. f be  place,  and  pQr(;hased'a  large  tract  of  land  and  the  entire' qpntrol  of 
the  watcr-pbwcr.  Bcccivinip  Mr.  JiolvL  Tiffuny  toto  partnership,  vindec;  the  firm- 
name  of  "Sl:it^  <$f,'Tiffany,"  ho  erected  in  1812,  a  cotton-mill,  known  as  the 
*!  Green  Mill,"  which  wa^  tlfe'heginnlng  of  the. exteilsjvd  manufacturing  opera- 
tions at  the  East  Villngp.  This  partnership  between  Mr.  Slater  and  Mr.  Tiffany 
i^ontinuQcl  until  1818,.  when  ^Ir.  Tiffany  retired  and* Mr.  Slator.  became  the  sole 
owner.  This  enterprise  encouraged  others  to  occupy  privilejr^s  on  the  French 
River.  In  1812,  a 'con[>panj^  of  traders  and, farmers  from  Pudley,  formed  a 
company  known  as  the  Merino  Wool  Factory  Company,  and  erected  a  mill  on 
the  site  of  the  present  Stevens  Linen  Works.  In  1815,  Braman,  Benedict  & 
Waters,  built  a  small  cotton-mill  at  the  privilege  now  owned  by  Samuel  Slater 
&  Sons,  North  Village. 
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Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  war  of  1812,  the  woolen  manufactures 
were  stimulated  throughout  the  country  by  the  necessities  growing  out  of  it. 
In  1815,  one  of  the  employes  of  the  Merino  Wool  Factory,  Edward  Howard, 
an  Englishman,  started  a  small  woolen-mill  in  the  employ  of  Samuel  Slater,  at 
the  East  Village,  fur  the  manufacture  of  broadcloths  and  other  similar  woolens. 
This  continued  until  destroyed  by  fire  in  1820,  when  a  purchase  was  made  of  a 
privilege  at  the  South  Village,  and  the  business  transferred  to  the  site  of  what 
is  now  the  Slater  Woolen  Company's  Works.  Mills  were  erected  and  the 
business  carried  on,  increasing  from  three  to  five  sets,  under  the  firm  of  Slater 
&  Howard  until  the  close  of  1829,  when  Mr.  Shiter  purchased  Mr.  Howard*s 
interest  and  associated  with  himself  his  three  sous,  George  B.,  John  and  Horatio 
N.,  under  the  firm  of  Samuel  Slater  &  Sons.  This  firm-name  has  continued  to 
the  present  time.  It  may  be  interesting  to  state  that  this  is  believed  to  be  the 
first  attempt  to  manufacture  American  broadcloths,  and  with  what  success  is 
best  illustrated  by  the  fact  that  of  all  firms  who  have  commenced  its  manu- 
facture, this  one  is  the  only  one  to  carry  it  on  continuously  for  more  than  sixty 
years. 

The  rapid  increase  of  business  and  population  of  the  three  villages  which  bad 
grown  up  from  his  enterprise,  made  it  desirable  to  incorporate  them  into  a  sep* 
arate  town,  which  was  done,  mainly  through  Mr.  Slater's  influence  in  1832. 
At  that  time  there  were  five  sets  of  woolen  machinery  at  the  South  Village. 
The  company  were  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  wool-dyed  broadcloths 
and  cassimercs  of  various  colors.  The  principal  mill  was  burned  in  the 
winter  of  1834-5,  but  was  immediately  rebuilt  of  the  same  size.  In  1813 
it  was  increased  to  seven  sets.  Additions  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time,  until  in  1861  it  had  been  increased  to  fourteen  sets.  In  1865  it  had 
reached  thirty-two  sets.  This  year  a  corporation  was  formed  with  Horatio 
N.  Slater,  president;  H.  N.  Slater,  Jr.,  treasurer;  William  S.  Slater,  B.  O. 
Storrs,  directors ;  with  a  capital  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  In  1873  the 
mill  was  further  increased  until  it  contained  thirty-six  sets.  It  has  since  been 
remodeled,  and  now  contains  thirty-three  sets.  During  this  whole  period 
these  works  have  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  broadcloths,  doeskins, 
and  other  woolen-face  goods. 

The  East  Village  mill  in  1832  consisted  of  f  >ur  thousand  spindles  and  one 
hundred  looms,  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  yard-wide  sheetings,  dyeing  and 
bleaching  cotton  thread  and  knitting-cotton.  At  the  North  Village  was  a  thread 
mill  of  al>out  two  thousand  spindles,  and  twisting  machines  for  the  manufacture 
of  sewing-thread  and  knitting-cotton.  In  1844  new  buildings  were  erected, 
with  one  thousand  spindles  and  one  hundrpd  and  sixty  looms  for  the  manufac* 
ture  of  fine  shillings.  During  the  same  year  additions  wore  made  at  the  East 
Village,  increasing  the  works  there  to  seven  thousand  spindles.  From  this 
time  up  to  the  year  1854,  the  works  at  the  East  and  North  villages  bad  been 
increased  by  the  additions  of  looms  and  spindles,  and  not  until  during  the  war. 
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ma  any  chaoge  made ;  additions  have  since  lieen  made  ffom  time  to  time* 
until  tbe  works  at  present  consist  of  forty  tbousand  spindles  and  aeren  ban- 
dred  and  forty  looms. 

A  new  branch  of  business,  requirinjf  less  cotton  and  more  help,  was  inaugu- 
rated during  tbe  war,  nt  tbe  East  Village.  Tbis  was  the  raanufncture  of  jrtctmets 
or  paper  cambrics^  The  enterprise  required  tbe  iutroduction  of  works  for 
dyeing,  bleacbing,  and  calendering  cottons.  The  business  proved  successful, 
and  has  gradually  l»een  increased.  In  January,  1878,  the  "Green  Mill**  was 
destroj'ed  by  fire  and  immediately  rebuilt,  witli  a  cajxicity  of  dyeing  and  finish- 
ini;  a  variety  of  cotton  to  tbe  extent  of  ten  tbou^aud  pieces  per  week. 

To  illustrate  Mill  furtbcr  tbe  growtb  of  tbis  business,  tbese  facts  are  given. 
Samuel  Slater  &  Sons  employed  in  tbe  montb  of  May,  1832,  one  hundred  and 
thirty  bands,  proiluciiig  8,113|  yards,  two-thirds  of  whiicb  were  broadcloths 
and  the  remainder  satinets.  The  pay-roll  for  that  montb  amounted  to  $1«C28.- 
23.  For  the  corresixinding  month  in  1875,  tbe  Webster  Woolen  Company 
employed  seven  hundred  and  eleven  hands,  producing  52,386^  yards  broad- 
cloths; the.  pay-roll  amounted  to  $13,751.97. 

The  Union  Mills,  North  Village,  employed  rn  1832,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  hands,  producing  monthly,  63,690  yards  cotton  cloth.  In  1875,  the  num- 
ber of  banjLls  employed  was  four  hundred  and  ten,  producing  413,350  yards 
monthly. 

At  the  East  Village  mills,  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  hands  employed,  pro- 
duced 23,479  pieces  cambrics. 

in  addition  to  their  mills,  tbe  firm  carry  on  at  the  South  Village,  a  large 
store,  embracing  every  department,  and  in  which  are  employed  thirty-eight 
clerks.  The  total  number  of  bands  employed  by  the  company  is  over  fourteen 
huudre^. 

Samuel  Slater  died  on  the  20th  of  April,  1835,  aged  sixty-seven. 

*^  No  man  of  his  time  engaged  in  business  in  this  country,  was  more  generally  known 
ormaiotaiQ^d  more  hfgbly  his  inlegrit}*  lor  fair  and  honorable  dealing ;  or  who^  moral 
worth  was  more  highly  regarded.  His  fiaturally  kind  feeling  inclined  him  to  acts  of 
benevoleooe,  and  no  one  with  a  Just  claim  for  favor  left  him  without  partaking  of  his 
liberality. 

^^  The  ex^nsive  manafactunng  business  systematized  and  cohd^cted  here  advanta- 
geously by  Mr.  Slater,  has  since  been  carried  on  under  the  direction  of  his  son  Uoratio'N. 
Slater,  Esq.,  with  equal  success;"  [and  who,  in  1875,  purchased  of  the  heirs  of  his 
brother  George  B.,  Mrs.  L3'dia  R.  Slater  and  William  S.  Slater  their  interest  in  tbe 
manufacturing  business]. 

^^  The  rise  and  progress  of  this  business  has  made  the  town  of  Webster,  and  whatever 
belongs  to  its  history  and  that  of  this  family,  is  but  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  town."* 

At  tbe  date  of  tbe  incorporation  of  the  town,  Samuel  Slater  &  Sons  owned 
and  employed  all  the  water-power  in  tbe  place,  with  the  exception  of  the  privi- 

*  Aminldowu's  Historical  CoUcctiuus. 
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lege  then  known  as  the  Nichols  Cotton  Factory,  and  more  recently-fts  Fenner^a 
Mills.    This  mill  was  located  in  the  south-western  part  of  the  town,  on  the  French 
Biver ;  and  was  a  small  factory  containing  Ihreo  thousand  four  hundred  spindles 
and  employing  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  hands.     It  was  burned  June  11,  j 
1855,  and  the  water-power  is  now  owned  and  used  on  the  Dudley  side  of  the  ^ 
river  by  Frederick  T.  Chase,  under  the  firm-name  of  John  Chase  A  Sons. 

The  railroad  leading  from  Norwich  to  Worcester  was  completed  in  1840,' and 
the  principal  .station  of  the  place  located  in  what  is  now  the  Depot  Village. 
Previous  to  this  time  there  were  but  few  houses,  and  little  orno  business  was  car- 
ried on  in  (he  whole  region  now  comprising  the  most  thickly  settled  portion  of 
the  town.  The  growth  of  this  vilhige  in  wealth  and  population  has  been  rapid, 
and  due  chiefly  to  the  introdnctton  of  shoe  manufacture,  which  was  commenced 
here  iu  1843  by  Henry  E.  Bugl>ee.  He  located  in  a  room  under  the  **  Brad- 
bury .Tavern,"  pr  old  ^Railroad  House,"  as  it  was  sometimes  called,  and  put 
out  workibr  E.  &  G.  Walcott,  Natick.  The  shoos  were  cut  at  that  place,  then 
sent  here  to  be  boimd  and  bottomed.  At  that  time,  and  for  quite  a  number  of 
years  afterward,  shoe-binding  was  done  by  women,  and  bottoming  by  the  work- "7^ 
men,  at  their  homps,  instead  of  in  shops,  as  is  now  so  largely  thb  custom,  j         "-' 

Mr.  Bugbee  employed  from  fifty  to  sixty  persons  in  this  work,  and  continued; 
to  represent  the  Natick  firm  until  sometime  in  1847,  when  be<;losed  his  busi- 
ness relations  with  them.  *  "' 

In  1850,  ho  entered  into  partnership  with  James  D.  Tonrtellott,  and  ebm- 
menced  manufacturing  in  the  Sons  of  Temperauco  Building,  near  the  jancturel 
of .  Main  and  Lake  streets.  About  this  same  time,  Charles  E.  Brown  was 
admitted  to  Uie  firm.  They  then  removed  to  rooms  in  Merchants'  Block,  and 
the  business  was  done  under  the  firm-name  of  Bugbee,  Tourtellott  &  Co.  They 
employed  about  one  hundred  persons,  and  made  six  cases  of  shoes  per  day,  of 
a  value  aggi'egating  from  a  hundred  to  a  hundred  and  twenty-fire  thousand  . 
dollars  per  year.  The  business  was  continued  by  this  firm  for  three  years, 
wheu  Mr.  Tonrtellott  retired  ;  and  Bug1>ee  &  Brown  continued  until  1855,  when 
the  firm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Bugbee  removed  to  a  shop  erected  by  himself, 
upon  Dr.  Barrows'  property.  He  increased  his  business  after  his  removal  until 
it  amounted  to  an  average  of  some  one  hundred  and  sixty  to  one  hundred  and 
seventy-five  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  giving  employment  to'  from  one 
hundred  and  sixty  to  one  hundred  and  eighty  peraons.  Mr.  Bugbee  remained 
in  this  last  location  until  1873,  when  his  shop  was  destroyed  by  fire,  and  he 
retired  from  the  manufacturiug  business. 

In  the  spring  of  1848,  Emory  E.  Ilarwood  of  Oxford  established  a  shoe 
manufactory  in  the  basement  of  the  Bradbury  Tavern,  and  also  leased  the  west 
half  of  the  first  floor  and  basement  of  Fenner's  Hall.  Mr.  Harwood  soon 
associated  with  himself  Charles  A.  AngcU,  and  the  business  was  carried  on 
under  the  firm-name  of  Harwood  &  Co.  Additional  room  was  then  obtiuned 
of  Mr.  Lyman  Sheldon,  in  a  building  near  by.     The  business  was  contiDued 
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by  this  firm  for  three  years,  and  amounted  to  about  seventy^five  thooMmd 
dollars  aDunally.  Suitable  accommodatioDS  could  not  be  obtained  fur  their 
increasing  Imsincssi;  and,  1>cing  unable  to  mauufiicture  to  advantage  in  this 
location,  they  removed  to  Oxford. 

Mr.  Eden  Davis  commenced  business  here  in  September,  1848,  and  occupied 
the  east  side  of  the  Feuner  Ilall  building.  He  continued  to  manufacture  but  a 
few  months,  and  did  only  a  mr^derate  business. 

Early  in  1850,  James  D.  Tourtcllott  commenced  manufaotuiing  with  Amasa 
n.  Fisher,  in  the  old  ^  Sons  of  Temperance  **  Hall ;  but  after  a  short  time,  Mr. 
Fisher  retired,  and  Mr.  Tourtcllott  and  Mr.  Bugl)ee  formed  the  firm  of  Bugbee, 
Tburtellott  &  Co.  He  remained  a  member  of  the  firm  until  1853,  when  he 
withdrew,  and  organized  the  firm  of  Tourtcllott  &  Corbin,  William  Corbin 
being  his  partner.  They  occupied  a  building  near  the  comer  of  Main  and 
Pleasant  streets,  afterwards  used  by  the  Union  Store  Company.  The  firm  did 
a  bui^iness  of  some  four  or  five  cases  per  day,  giving  employment  to  fifty  or 
sixty  persons,  and  amounting  to  sixty  or  seventy  thousand  dollars  per  year. 
This: firm  ^as  not  long  continued,  and  upon  its  dissolution  in  1855,  Mr.  Tour- 
tcllott moved  to  Thompson,  Conn.,  and  again  went  into  company  with  Mr. 
Fisher.  In  18G1,  Mr.  Tourtellott  returned  to  Webster,  and  engaged  in  manu- 
facturing on  Oxford  Avenue,  in  a  shop  erected  by  Henry  H.  Stevens,  Esq. 
He  cr>ntinued  in  this  place  until  his  decease  in  1874.  The  amount  of  business 
done,  by  him  varied  from  sixty  to  seventy-five  thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

Charles  E.  Brown  entered  busiucss  in  1850  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Bugbee,  Tourtellott  &  Co.,  and  afterwards  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bugbee 
&  Bi*own,  and  continued  therein  uutil  1855,  when  he  began  business  alone 
in  d  shop  owned  by  the  Union  Store  Company,  upon  Pleasant 'Street.  He 
remained  here  uutil  1802,  when  he  removed  to  rooms  in  Mechanics'  Block 
upon  Main  Street;  and  remained  therein  until  1866,  when  he  again  removed 
to  Pleasant  Street,  occupying  a  shop  erected  by  himself.  In  1873,  he  removed 
from  this  §hop  to  the  building  erected  by  the  Webster  Power  Comi>any,  whore 
be  remained  until  the  destruction  of  the  building  by  fire,  in  June,  1879.  The 
average  number  of  bands  employed  by  him  was  one  hundred,  and  the  average 
amount  of  business  was  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
thousand  dollars  per  annum. 

In  April,  1851,  Mr.  B.  A.  Corbin  moved  his  business  from  Dudley,  wh^ro 
hq  had  previously  been  located,  to  Webster.  lie  occupied  a  shop  erecteJ  by 
himself  at  the  rear  of  his  residence  upon  Main  Street.  At  this  time  he  did  a 
business  aggregating  about  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  employing 
from  one  hundred  and  forty  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  hands.  In  1855,  ho 
formed  a  partnership  with  Robert  Humphrey  and  Edward  Mixer.  This  new 
firm  continued  for  one  year,  and  did  a  business  of  about  the  same  amount  as 
above.  From  1856  to  1862  the  business  was  increased  to  an  amount  some- 
what<in  excess  of  three  hundred  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  with  a  corre- 
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eponding  increase  in  the  number  of  bands  employed.  In  September,  1862, 
Cbcster  C.  Corbiii  was  made  a  partner  in  the  business,  which  was  done  uolder 
the  name  of  B.  A.  Corbin  &  Son,  which  still  continues.  The  firm,  from  1862 
to  1870,  did  a  business  from  three  hundred  and  fifty  to  four  hundred  and  sixty 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  and,  from  1870  to  1878,  an  average  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars,  furnishing  employment  to  about  throe 
hundred  persons. 

The  same  is  true  of  them,  as  of  all  other  shoe  manufacturers;  namely,  the 
number  of  persons  employed  to  do  the  same  amount  of  work  as  formerly  lias 
Ikjcu  materially  reduced  by  the  addition  of  labor-saving  machinery. 

Upon  retiring  from  the  firm  of  B.  A.  Corbin  &  Co.,  ia  1856,  Robeift. 
Humphrey  and  Edward  Mixer  organized  the  firm  of  Mixer  &  Humphrey,  and  ^ 
located  in  Merchants'  Block.  They  remained  in  business  until  1860,  when  the 
firm  was  dissolved ;  andMr.  Humphrey  continued  the  business  at  the  old  place 
until  he  moved  to  the  building  erected  by  John  E.  Edmunds.  He  continued  in 
this  place  until  1872,  when*  he  again  removed  to  the  shop  erected  by  the  Power 
Company.  In  1876,  he  admitted  Byron .  Burnbam  to  partnership,  and  the 
business  has  since  been  done  under  the  firm-name  of  Humphrey  &  Burnham* 
The  business  done  by  Mr.  Humphrey,  and  also  that  done  by  Humphrey  & 
Burnham,  aggregated  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  a  year,  tod 
now  gives  employment  to  about  oue  hundred  and  forty  persons.  •'  ■  '^'^■ 

In  April,  1859,  Prancis  Bugbce  and  John  L.  Harris  commenced  manufacture 
ing,  under  the.  firm-name  of  Bugbee  &  Harris,  in  the  east  half  of  the  Fenner 
Hall  building,  a  room  i  occupied  by  Eden  Davis  in  1848  for  a  like  purpose; 
The  firm  continued  in  business  until  February,  1860.  It  gave  emplo^'ment  to 
about  fifty  persons,  the  business  aggregating  about  seventy- five  thousand 
dollars  per  annum. 

The  firm  of  C.  F.  Barnes  &  Co.  manufactured  shoes  in  the  Ames  building  for 
about  two  years,  and  afterwards  in  the  Power  Company's  building,  for  a  few 
months,  when  the  business  was  discontinued.  The  firn\  employed  from  sixty 
to  eighty  hands,  doing  a  business  of  from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  a  year. 

Warren  B.  Johnson  commenced  manufacturing  in  1868,  on  Church  Street* 
He  employed  about  twenty-five  bands,  making  two  cases  per  day.  In  1660,' 
be  discoutinued  the  business. 

Tmey  &  Bates  and  Corbin  &  Bruce,  each  did  a  small  busfaness  for  a  short 
time. 

With  the  exception  of  the  cotton  and  woolen  manufacture,  this  is  the  heaviest 
branch  of  business  done  here,  and  gives  employment  to  more  persons  Hmn  all 
others  combined.  Not  less  than  one  thousand  in  this  vicinity  are  durectly  or 
i^idirectly  connected  with  it.  A  large  portion  of  these  goods  ars  shipped 
to  the  West  and  South  direct,  the  rest  to  Boston  and  New  York. 

The  Webster  Steam  Power  Company,  a  company  formed  for  the  purpose  of 


I 


476  TOWN  OP  WEBSTER. 


furiiUhiog  power  for  various  manufactories,  was  organised  in  1872,  by  Jamas 
D.  Tourtcltott,  Waldo  Johnson,  Henry  Bixby,  Marvin  Wilson  and  Benjamin 
F.  Smith,  representing  a  eapital  of  forty  thousand  dollars.  The  com|>any 
erected  a  hirgo  three-story  machine  shop,  50  by  112 ;  a  three-story  shoe  shop, 
30  by  80 ;  an  inm  foundry  40  by  70,  and  a  fire-proof  enghie  and  boiler  house, 
containing  a  one  hundred  and  twenty  horse  power  Wheclock  engine,  and  two 
boilers  of  sixty-horse  power  each.  Later  wei*e  added  a  griitt-mill  with  a 
capacity  for  grinding  fifty  bushels  per  hour,  a  saw-mill,  box  shop,  and  other 
wood-w6rking  f^hops.  Dy  1875,  the  withdrawal  of  the  other  members  of  the 
company,  left  the  whole  interest  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Bixby,  under  whciso 
personal  management  it  still  remains.  The  main  building,  foundry,  and  grist- 
mill were  destroyed  by  fire,  June  24,  1879,  involring  a  loss  to  the  owner  and 
occupants  about  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

John  Gunn  established  a  steam  and  gas  pipe  fitting  shop  in  1865,  and  an 
iron  foundry  in  1S74,  at  which  time  he  occupied  rooms  in  the  Power  Com- 
pany's buildings.  John  Flint  has  a  large  bakery,  with  patent  **reel  oven"  and 
isteam-power.  It  was  started  in  18(1;  and  docs  business  worth  $25,000  yearly. 
'  J.  D.  Putnam  moved  his  stair  building  and  moulding  business  from  Dudley 
to  a  shop  erected  by  the  Power  Company  in  1872.  lie  was  burned  out  a 
year  or  two  after,  and,  in  1875,  erected,  on  Chase  Avenue,  a  building  where 
b^  still  continues.     His  annual  business  is  about  $10,000. 

A  )K)st-offiee,  for  the  accommodation  of  what  is  now  Webster,  was  estdb- 
lished  lit  the  East -Village  and  called  South  Oxford.  It  was  continued  there 
after  the  incorporation  of  the  town,  until  about  the  year  1841,  when'  it  was 
moved  to  the  Depot  Village.  Postmasters :  Jonathan  Day,  till  1848 ;  Chester'  : 
Clemens,  till  1853;  Lyman  Sheldon,  till  1861;  Augustus  £.  Day,  till  1879;  \ 
then  £d<mr  A.  Hill.  J 

The  Webster  Five- Cents  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated  March,  18G8,  and 
commenced  business  the  foUowtng  August.  The  amount  of  deiK)sits  Decem- 
ber, 1878,  was  $268,G75.G2.  Number  of  depositors,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
and  ninety-three.  ^  The  present  officers  arc: — Frederick  D.  Brown,  president; 
Edtvin  May;  treasurer ;  C.  A.  Hodges,  secretary. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  chartered  Dec.  13,  1875,  with  a  capital  of 
$100,000.  The  fii-st  annual  meeting  was  held  Jan.  1 1, 1876,  and  the  bank  began 
business  six  days  after.  The  inclividual  deposits  fur  the  first  day  amounted  to 
$33,705.44.  The  average  amount  of  dei>osits  for  the  first  six  months,  was 
$60,743.69.  The  average  for  the  six  mouths  ending  June  80,  1879,  was 
$85,543.73.  President:  Chester  C.  Corbin,  Edwiird  L.  Spalding,  cashier. 
Doth  of  these  banks  are  located  in  Eddy  Block,  Main  Street. 

First  District  Courts  Southern  Worcester. — Standing  justice,  Clark  Jillson. 
First  fi(pecial  justice,  F.  W.  Botham,  Soutbhridgc ;  second  S|)ecial  justice, 
William  II.  Davis,  Webster.  Sessions  for  criminal  business,  Tuesday^, 
Thursdays  and  Saturdays.     Civil  business  on  Tuesdays.  -  ^ 
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Tho  WcI)s1or  Gas-Light  Company  commenced  business  in  18C5,  and  is  con- 
trolled by  the  Stevens  Linen  Works.  -        . 

Several  attempts  had  been  made  previous  to  1859  to  establish  a  paper  or 
printing-office  in  the  place,  but  without  success.  In  March,  1859,  J.  A. 
Spalding  commenced  the  publication  of  •*Tho  Webster  Weekly  Times,**  which 
proved  successful.  It  has  changed  hands  several  times;  John  A.  Pres3er,\ 
Charles  R.  Stubbs,  and  John  Cort  having  successively  occupied  the  ^editorial 
chair.**  The  "Times "  is  fairly  patronized  and  regarded  as  one  of  tho  per- 
manent institutions  of  the  town.  In  connection  with  the  paper  is  a  large  job- 
printing  office. 

The  "Webster  Temperance  House'*  was  firat  opened  to  the  public  in  1844,^"^ 
by  Nathan  Joslin,  and  kept  by  him  for  several  years.     It  was  assumed  by  his  I 
son,  Horace  I.,  the  present  landlord,  in  1856,  and  tho  name  changed  to  the 
"Joslin  House.**    It  has  always  been  conducted  on  strictly  temperapce  prio-   x^- 
ciples,  and  is  the  chief  hotel  of  the  place. 

The  fire  department,  as  at  present  organized,  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
twelve  men,  and  the  following  apparatus: — One  steam  fire-engine,  one  hond^ 
engine,  one  hose  company,  one  hook  and  ladder  company.  The  department 
property  amounts  to  $23,565. ()6. 

In  1867,  the  town  introduced. a  system  of  water- works  at  a  cost  of  eighteei^ 
thousand  dollars.     The  supply  is  from  pumps  situated  in  the  Slater  Mills.     Iq. 
1874,  the  School  Street  engine-house  was  constructed  of  brick,  costing  over  ten 
thousand  dollars.     It  is  well  supplied  with  all  the  modern  conveniences. 

The  Webster  Lodge  of  free  and  accepted  Masons,  constituted  Sept.  10,  1859, 
b^  about  seventy-five  members,  but  formerly  one  hundred  and  ton.  They 
have  an  elegantly  furnished  hall  in  Spaulding*s  Block.  - 

Nathaniel  Lyon  Post  61,  G.  A.  R.,  organized  in  1868,  has  eighty-four  mem-^ 
bers.     It  is  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  has  done  much  good.  ^ 

The  Sigel  Lodge  D.  O.  H^  No.  93,  a  mutual  benevolent oBociet;y  of..tha. 
Masonic  order,  chartered  March  24,  1863,  is  composed  of  German  citizens,  and 
has  forty-two  members.     Its  relief  fund  amounts  to  $1,983.64. 

Among  the  other  societies  are  the  Artesian  Council,  No.  95;  Sons* of  1(1^ 
dustry;  Royal  Arcanum ;  Temperance  Societies,  £c.  A  Library  Associatiout 
known  as  tho  ''Young  People's  Library,**  and  later  as  tho  Webster  Library 
Association,  was  incorporated  in  1867,  and  still  exists.  Under  its  au^icof  the 
citizens  have  been  furnished  with  many  courses  of  popular  lectures.  A  debating 
society  under  the  name  of  the  Webster  Lyceum,  flourished  for  several  years. 

The  National  Centennial  was  heartily  celebrated  on  the  4th  of  Jul}^  187G. 
Decorations  were  displayed  in  great  profusion ;  a  procession  paraded  tho  prin- 
cipal streets,  and  a  national  salute  was  fired  at  sunrise,  noon  and  sunset^  with 
fire-works  in  the  evening.  An  account  of  the  oclebratton,  contained  in  a  sealed 
metallic  box,  is  deposited  among  the  archives  of  the  town  to  be  opened  Joly  4, 
1976. 
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^*  or  the  inhabitants  within  the  territorj  now  Webster,  the  most  infloen^al  In  the 
west  part,  in  the  vicinttj  of  the  French  River,  were  a  nameroos  famOj  by  the  name  of 
Wakefleld,  descendants  of  Joseph  Wakefleld,  one  of  the  early  setUers  of  Dodl^.  DIs 
son  Solomon  was  a  Dnptlst  preacher,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  denomination  In 
this  region.  This  family  oontrolied  the  principal  part  of  the  water  power  npoQ  the 
French  River.  Solomon  Wakefield  had  deceased  at  the  time  of  Mr.  Howard's  first 
purchase  here  (in  behalf  of  Samuel  Slater)  of  his  dcsceodants-^William,  David  and  Jod 
Wakefield,  and  Gibbs  Dodge,  who  were  the  principal  parties  interested  in  this  water 
power/'    Many  of  their  descendants  are  still  living  in  the  town. 

**  Luther  and  Stephen  Bartlett  were  also  prominent  men  in  this  vicinity ;  while  in 
the  East  Village  the  most  enterprising  men  were  Elijah  Pratt,  Asa  and  Samuel  Robin- 
son, John  and  Alanson  Bates,  and  several  by  the  name  of  Eangsbory ;  all  men  of  con* 
siderable  character  and  standing.** 

Greorge  B.  Slater,  third  son  of.  Samuel  Slater,  was  bom  Fob.  12,  1804,  died 
here  Nov.  15,  1843,  aged  39.  At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Slater  was  one  of 
tho  firm  of  Samuel  Slater  &  Sons.  He  was  a  man  of  the  strictest  integrity 
anil  uprightness  of  cbaracter,  universally  esteemed  and  reispocted  in  this  com- 
Aunity^or  his  urbanity  and  kindness  of  heart.  He  was  prominent  in  securing 
tho  incorporation  of  the  totvn,  and  In  organizing  its  government,  for  no  persoa 
shared  moro  largely  the  public  confidence  than  he. 

Dr.  Charles  Negus,  for  more  than  forty  years  a  successful  physician,  was 
was  bom  in  Woodstock,  Conn.,  July,  1791,  and  died  hero  September,  1856. . 

i)r.  John  W.  Tenny,  a  gentlemen  of  culture  and  ability,  who  twice  repre- 
sented the  town  in  the  Legislature,  and  was  otherwise  prominent  in  town 
affairs,  died  here  in  1848. 

John  P.,  Stock  well,  a  prominent  merchant,  erected  tho  first  store  in  tho 
D^pot' Village.  He  was  a  man  of  cnteq)rise,  took  a  lively  interest  in  town 
atfairs,  being  town  clerk  in  1848,  when  he  died. 

John  Dixon,  one  of  the  early  merchants,  represented  the  town  in  the  General 
Court,  and  held  various,  town  oflSiccs. 

Rev.  Joseph  Ireson^  for  many  years  a  resident  of  tho  town,  and  for  five  years 
its  treasurer,.also  twice  represented  the  town  in  the  Legislature  and  died  hero,  in 

1857.  ;  . 

Tho  town  is  faat  increasing  in  population  and  wealth,  and  real  estate  is  rising 
in  value.  The  two  railroads, — the  Norwich  and  Worcester,  and  the  Soutl^bridge 
branch  of  the  New  York  and  New  England,^ —  which  form  a  junction  here,  give 
direct  communication  with  Worcester,  Boston,  Providence  and  Now  York. 
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CHAPTER  I. 


TOPOGRAPHICAL  FEATURES  —  PIONEER  SETTLEMENTS  —  INDIAN  TROUBl^  — 
INCORPORATION  —  EARLY  TOWN  PROCEEDINGS  —  FIRST  CHUROH  3UILT  -r- 
MIXISTERS  —  PROGRESS  OF  SETTLEMENT  —  SEPARATION  OF  NORTHBOROVQH— 
MILITARY  DISPOSITION. 

AVestborough  is  one  of  the  easterly  towns  of  Worcester  County,  and  is 
situated  on  the  line  of  the  Boston  flnid  Albany  Railroac!,  thirty-two  miles  West 
of  Boston,  and  twelve  miles  east  of  Worcester.  Northborough,  Originally  a 
part  of  We^tborough,  bounds  it  on  the  north ;  Southborough  and  Ilopkinlon 
on  the  east ;  Upton  on  the  south ;  and  Grafton  and  Shrewsbury  on  .the  west. 
Its  [Surface  is  pleasantly  diversified.  The  village,  centrally  located,  occupi^ 
the  southdrly  portion  of  a  large  plain,  while  immediately  to  the  south  and  w:est 
rise  low  rounded  hills,  the  highest  of  which  is  seven  hundred  and  seven  feet 
above  the  sea.  In  the  notih-east,  there  are  also  hills  of  nearly  the  sA'me 
height.  The  extreme  eastern  portion  of  the  town,  as  well  as  a  smaller  section 
^ast  of  Chauncy  Fond,  is  low  and  swampy,  covered  with  woods  in  which  the 
cedar  abounds ;  but,  notwithstanding  these  swamps,  fog  and  dampness  prevail 
less  than  in  some  adjoining  hill-towns,  owing  to  a  loose,  gravelly  subsoil 
through  which  the  surface-water  quickly  passes  away.  The  health-rate  is 
exceptionally  good.  There  are  no  large  streams  in  the  town,  and  the  only 
considerable  body  of  water  is  Chauncy  Pond,  a  sheet  of  a  hundred  and  seventy* 
eight  atres,  near  the  northern  boundary  of  the  town.  There  are  a  few  smalleir 
ponds,  one  of  which,  nestled  in  a  dark  nook  at  the  foot  of  Boston  Hill,  was 
named  by  the  Indians  Ilobomoo,  after  their  evil  spirit,  and  retains  the  name, 
although  corrupted  to  Hocomocoo.  Another,  in  the  extreme  soutbt  a  hundred 
and  thirty-three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  villoge,  and  known  as  Sandra's 
Pond,  has  recently  (in  1878)  been  converted  into  a  reservoir  to  supply  the 
town  with  water. 

The  little  brooks  which  rise  on  the  eastern  alopes  of  the  duster  of  billa  in 
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tbo  south  part  of  the  town  unite  tbcir  streams  to  assist  in  fonBiog  the  Sadburj 
Eiver,  while  those  on  the  west  of  the  same  hills  gather  themsehres  into  the 
Assahct ;  and  those  two,  receiving  their  names  within  the  area  of  tho  town, 
pass  around  a  considerable  district  to  unite  again  in  the  Concord  Biver,  which 
pours  their  waters  into  the  Mcrrimac  at  Lowell. 

The  Indians  who  originally  held  this  area  belonged  to  the  Pdwtucket  tribe, 
whose  headquarters  were  at  Wamesit,  now  Lowell.  Three  of  John  Eliot's 
Indian  villages  I:iy  just  about  this  tract,  —  Ockoocangausett,  in  Mnrlbonragh ; 
IIas;fanami!»co,  in  Grafton;  and  Maguncook,  in  Ilopkinton.  Tho  first  white 
settlers  came  from  Sudbury  and  Marlborough.  Westborougli,  including 
Korth1x)rough  in  its  limits,  was  originally  the  western  section  of  Murll>orough» 
Middlesex  County,  and,  for  some  time  previous  to  it:3  Incorporation  as  a  town, 
was  known  as  the  villngo  of  Cbauncy.  This  name  originated  from  tbo  gmnt, 
in  1C59,  of  a  farm  in  the  vicinity  of  Cbauncy  Pond  to  Rev.  Charles  Cliauncy, 
second  president  of  Harvard  College.  When,  in  the  following  year,  Marlbo- 
rough was  incorporated,  the  gmnt  was  revoked,  and  Pres.  Chauncy  alldwed  to 
take  up  an  equal  amount  a{  land  elsewhere ;  but  the  **  village  ^  which  speedily 
grew  up  in  the  western  part  of  the  town  took  his  name,  and  rctjiined  it  until  ' 
the  incorporation  of  Wcstboroiigh. 

Marlborough  was  incorporated  in  16G0,  and  from  the  outset  the  westerly 
portion  of  its  territory  seems  to  have  bad  spociail  attractions  ftir  the  settler^. 
Metidow-lands  were  especially  valuable,  since  they  afforded  rich  crops  of  grsiss 
without  cultivation;  and  we  find,  in  1660  and  1662,  the  names  of  six  large 
meadow  tracts  within  the  borders  of  Chauncy,  which  were  divided  in  equal  lots 
among  the  settlers.  ' 

Probably  the  earliest  settler  in  the  original  territory  of  Westborough  was 
John  Brigbam,  known  as  Dr.  Brigham,  and  fiither  of  the  John  Brigbam  who 
subsequently  led  tho  movement  for  the  incorporation  of  Shrewsbury.  Ha  * 
obtained  a  grant  of  land  in  1672,  situated  north  of  tbo  present  village  of  North- 
borough,,  and  including  tho  meadows  about  Howard  Brook.  Here  hc5  built  a 
saw-n:\ill,  and  lived  among  the  savnges  until  their  hostility  drove  him  away^ 
Capt.  John  Fay,  subsequently,  prominent  in  town  affairs,  was  early  settled, 
with  his  brother  Samuel,  on  what  wa^  called  tbo  Fay  Farm,  in  the  extreme 
west  of  the  town,  a  part  of  the  b')undary  of  which  still  exists  in  tho  curiously- 
shapgd  western  prcycction  of  the  towi^  line.  This  farm  was  previously  owned 
by  John  Brigbam  of  Shrewsbury,  and  by  him  purchased 'of  a  •'Mr.  Jones  of 
Connecticut.**  Thomas  Kice  has  been  said  to  be  the  earliest  settler  in  tho  ter- 
ritory of  the  present  town,  and  he  was  residing  at  the  beginning  of  tho  century 

perhaps  as  early  as  1675  —  near  the  house  now  owned  by  Christopher 

Whitnc}'.  In  August,  1704,  an  Indian  raid  occurred  in  the  meadow  hard  by 
his  house,  where  he  and  others  were  spreading  flax.  From  the  hill  above*  then 
thickly  wooded,  there  rushed  suddenly  a  band  of  Canadian  Indians,  who  killed 
one  )ioy  on  the  spot,  and  "* captivated"  four  others,  one  of  whom,  Timothy 
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Bice,  afterwards  became  a  sachem  of  the  Cagnawagas,  near  Montreal.     In  1711, 
this  house  was  mado  one  of  the  ** garrison-houses'*  for  protection  agaiuist  the' 
Indians. 

In  1G72  a  grant  of  land  was  made  to  Samuel  Goodnow,  who  built  a  house, 
afterwards  garrisoned,  and  the  scene  of  an  Indian  raid  in  1707,  near  Stirrup  ' 
Brook,  where  it  crosses  the'  road  from  Norlhborough  to  Marlborough.     John 
Bcdiet  received  a  grant  the  same  year,  part  of  which  was  the  farm  afterwards 
owned  by  the  first. ministers  of  Northborough. 

In  1G7G  Marlborough  was  devastated  by  the  Indians,  and  all  growth,  for  a 
time,  checked;  but^  in  a  year  or  two,  the  settlers  were  bac^  ^gain,  fighting 
with  the  hardships  of  frontier  life,  and  with  thd  wolves  and  wild-cats  and  rattle-  ' 
snakes  that  infested  the  hills  and  forests. 

In  1688  ^  Chauncy  "  had  grown  to  sufficient  numbers  to  have  a  strong  influ<^ 
ence  in  town  affairs.  Marlborough  built  that  year  a  new  meeting-house  on  the 
old  spot,  against  the  wishes  of  the  Chauncy  people,  for  whom  it  was  incon- 
venient of  access ;  but  the  towu  voted  that,  if  Chauncy  grew  large  enough  to 
btiild  another. meetingrhousc  and  support  preaching,  it  should  be  set  off  as  ai 
ne>v  town,:  and  indicated  the  future  lino  of  division. 

In  1702  a  petition  was  before  the  General  Court  for  the  division  of  Marl- 
borough, but  was  refused. 

In  1717^  however,  another  petition  was  presented,  which  proved  more  8u6-^ 
cessful;  and,  after  a  careful  adjustment  of  boundaries  between  the  Chauncy' 
petitioners  and  settlers  farther  west,  in  what  is  now  Shrewsbury,  the  town  df  ' 
Wcstborongh  was  incorporated  on  the  18th  of  November,  1717. 

The  territory  included  was  essentially  the  Westborough  and  Northborough  of 
to-day,  excepting  nineteen  hundred  acres  added  from  Sutton  in  1728,  making 
the  southern  projection  of  Westborough,  and  smaller  additions  from  Upton/ 
and  from  Shrewsbury  Comer  as  late  as  17G2. 

At  this  time,  Westborough  was  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lancaster;  on  the 
east  by  Marlborough  (Southborough  was  not  3'et  set  off;  Hopkinton  was  two 
years  old)  ;  on  the  south  were  Mcndon  and  Sutton,  the  latter  ju^t  coming  into 
existence;  on  the  west  were  Worcester  and  Brookficld. 

It  was  stipulated,  according  to  custom,  that  the  new  town  should  immedi- 
ately reserve  a  suitable  and  convenient  lot  for  the  first  settled  minister ;  and  It 
was  to  pay  for  the  unclaimed  laud  included  in  its  boundaries  eighty  pounds,  to 
be  paid  before  Jtmo  1,  1723. 

According  to  the  statement  of  Rev.  Ebenezer  Parkman,  the  first  settled 
minister  of  Westborough,  the  numl^er  of  **  firat  families  ^  was  twent^^-scveii^, 
besides  a  number  of  young  men,  unmarried  as  yet,  who  took  up  farms.  Hi 
gives  a  list  of  twenty-five  beads  of  families  and  six  young  men,  as  follows :  •» 

Ileada  of  Familiea. — Thomas  Rice,  Charles  Rice,  John  Fay,  Samuel  Fay,  Thomas 
Forbusfa,  David  Mayaard,  Edmund  Rice,  David  Brigham,  Capt.  Joseph  Byles,  James 
Bradish,  John  Pratt,  John  Pratt,  Jr.,  Thomas  Newton,  Josiah  Newton,  Hesekiab  Howe, 
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Daniel  Wftiren,  Increase  Ward,  Benjamin  Townsend,  Nathaniel  Oakeis  Sanniel  Good* 
now,  (^ershom.  Fay,  Simeon  Howard,  Adam  Hollowaj,  Thomas  Ward,  Joeq>h  WheeleK. 
Taung  Men. — John  Maynard,  James  Maj'nard,  Aaron  Forbnsh,  Jacob  Amsden, 
Ebenezer  Bceman  and  Jonathan  Brigham. 

« The  first  town  meeting  was  held  Jan.  15,  1718.  The  first  business  tms^ 
acted  was  a  resolve  **to  Build  a  meeting-house  forth  with,'*  and  the  appointment 
of  a  committee  **to  wait  on  the  Kevd.  Mr.  Elmer,  and  to  treat  to  Cuntinac  to 
Bo  our  minister,  and  to  proceed  for  his  Comfortable  Subsistence  as  thay  shal 
SCO  meet.**  Then  Thomas  Rice,  John  Fay  and  Simeon  Hnyward  were  chosen 
temporary  selectmen,  and  David  Muynard  constable.  In  Febmaiy  a  joint 
committee  of  town  and  Stato  laid  out  the  minister's  **  lott,"  or,  more  exactly, 
approved  the  one  already  set  apart  in  1710  by  the  Marlborough  proprictori 
**  for  the  benefit  of  the  ministry  in  the  westerly  end  of  Marlborough,  called 
Chauncy ,"  and  which  consisted  of  ^  40  acres  of  upland  and  swamp  west  of 
Piaunoy  Pond,"  and  ^  10  acres  of  meadow  at  the  west  end  of  Great  Middle 
l^Ieadow,  near  Hobamoka  Pond.**  The  early  colonists  had  provided  ft  law, 
approved  by  King  William,  that  every  town  should  be  constantly  provided 
with  **.an  able,  learned  and  orthodox  minister  or  ministers  of  good  conversa- 
tion, to  dispense  tho  Word  of  God  to  them,"  and  both  their  convictions  and 
their  first  corporate  acts  were  wont  to  be  in  harmony  with  this  law,.whicb  thus 
^id  the  foundation  of  every  new  community  in  the  institutions;  of  religion. « 

^jVIr.  £lmer,  whom  they  asked/*  to  Continue  to  Be  our  minister,"  had  already 
preached  to  them  for  some  time.  The  following  notice  of  him  by  Mr.  Forkmaur 
is  .all  that  is  known :  — 

^''Mr.  Daniel  Elmer,  a  candidate  for  the  ministry  from  Connecticut  Biver,  preached 
here  sereral  years,  and  received  a  call  from  the  people ;  but  there  arose  dissension,  and> 
though  he  built  upon  the  farm  which  was  given  for  the  Grst  settled  minister,  and  d<rclt 
upon  it,  3'ot«  by  the  advice  of  an  ecclesiastical  council,  he  desisted  from  preach! i^  here, 
and,  a  quitclaim  being  given  him  of  the  farm,  be  sold  it,  and  with  his  family  removed 
to  Springfield  in  1724.  He  was  afterwards  settled  in  the  ministry  at  Ck>hanay,  in  the 
Jerseys,  and,  I  suppose,  died  there." 

On  the  3d  vf  March  they  held  the  first  regular  March  election  at  which  John 
Fay  was  chosen  town  clerk,  which  office  he  held  for  eleven  years ;  John  Fay, 
James  Bradisb,  Thomas  Ward,  Thomas  Forbush  and  Thomas  Newton  were- 
chosen  selectn^en ;  Edmund  Rice,  constable  ;.and  David  Biiglmm,  who  lived  on 
the  site  of  the  future.  Reform  School  for  Boys,  was  appointed  to  look  afler  fbo 
boys  of  1718  at  meeting,  under  the  awfiU  title  of  "  tytbing  man." 

Aft^r  the  meeting-house,  the  next  public  institution  was  the  i)ound,  for  not 
haying  which  the  town  was  "presented  at  Concord  Corte,"  in  1721,and  whicb- 
was  erected  soon  after.    The  town  stocks  followed,  for  making  which  John 
Pratt  was  granted  eight  shillings. 

The  building  of  tbe  meeting-house  progressed  but  slowly.  John  Maynard  and 
E^und-Rice  gave  the  land,  amounting,  altogether,  to  an  acre,  and  situated  near . 
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what  is  now  known  as  WilIowPark,ca8t  of  the  residence  of  Mr.  B.  J.  Stone.  This 
was  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  east  and  west,  but  more  than  twice  as  far  from 
the  northern  boundary  as  from  the  southern,  a  fact  wJiich  subsequently  caused 

* 

trouble.  In  October,  1718,  the  town  voted  to  raise  the  meeting-house,  and 
ulso  ^to  procourc'Six  Gallond  Rhum  and  a  Barrall  and  a  half  of  Syder  for  the 
Saising  the  meeting  house  in  s**  Town.**  Two  years  later  the  town  was  hurry- 
ing up  the  men  who  were  behind  in  their  contributibn  of  materials.  In  1722 
£40  was  voted  to  finish  the  building,  and  Sept.  9,  1723,  £30  more  was  voted 
"to  complcate  finishing  the'' meeting  house."  They  had  already  used  it  for 
some  time,  the  town  meeting  of  Oct.  28, 1720,  being  held  in  it.  It  was  a  vety 
homely  structure,  devoid  of  porch  or  chimney  or  ornament  of  any  kind.  A 
door  opened  at  the  east,  and  another  at  the  west  end.  A  double  row  of  pine 
benches  ran  through  the  centre  of  the  house,  separated  by  a  narrow  **  Alley 
Betwea  the  men  and  woniien  through  y*  midel  of  the  mett :  house."  Around 
these^  next  the  walls  on  all  bides,  were  reserved  the  "pew  spots ''for  the  chief 
dignitaries,  who  bought  them  and  erected  their  own  pews. 
•  At  the  beginning  of  1724  measures  were  taken  towards  procuring  a  settled 
minister,  and  in  February  they  called  Mr.  Ebenezer  Parkmtm  of  Boston,  then 
a  young  man  of  21,  and  granted  £80  for  a  j'early  salary,  and  £150  for  a 
*' settlement,"  to  be  paid  in  money,  in  three  years,  £50  a  year,  beginning^  witK 
bis  acceptance  of  the  call.  They  met,  subsequently^  five  times,  and  adjourned 
because  he  had  not  sent  his  answer,  which  finally  came  in  July,  accepting 'the 
call. 

In  Mr.  Parkman's  diary  are  two  or  three  allusions  to  the  life  of  the  day» 
which  throw  a  little  light  on  the  time.  In  1723  he  rode  to  Westborough  fbom 
Boston  on  horseback,  leaving  Watertown,  his  first  stopping-place,  at  half  post 
twelve,  and  reaching  Westborough  at  dark.  Iletm*ning  after  he  had  secured 
bis  call,  he  stopped  at  Ilopkinton,  at  '^Mr.  Whood's,*'  where  he  *'faltjd 
sumptuously  on  roast  goose,  roast  pea-hen,  baked  stUfiTcd  venison,  beef,  porky 
&c.'*  "After  dinner,'*  he  adds,  "we  smoked  a  pipe  and  read  Gov.  Shute^a. 
memorial  to  the  king.** 

Biit  all  was  not  luxury  and  ease.  Indians  wet'e  about.  Th^  peadd* 'of 
Utrecht  was  broken  in  1722,  and  Mr.  Parkman  relates  that  on  Saturday,  Aug.' 
21,  1723,  he  walked  to  the  meeting-house  pistol  in  hand.  At  four  o'dock  an 
alarm  was  raised  and  people  rushed  to  arms,  but  no  attack  occurred. 

A  church  was  organized  with  thirteen  members,  all  males,  and  Mr.  Parkman 
was  ordained  their  minister  on  the  28th  of  October,  1724.  Ebenezer  Parkman 
was  bom  Sept.  5,  1703.  His  father,  William  Parkman,  was  one  bf  the 
original  members,  and  afterwards  a  ruling  cider  in  the  New  Noith  Churdi  in 
Boston,  organized  in  1712,  at  the  North  End.  His  grandfather,  Elias,  Uved 
in  Dorchester  as  early  as  1033.  Ebenezer  gniiduated  at  Harvard  College  in ' 
1721,  and  began  to  preach  early  iu  1723.  In  July,  1724,  be  received  hia 
aecond  degree  iu  course,  and  on  the  14th  of  September  ivos  married  to  liiae 
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Mary  Cbatnpney  of  Bostonl     HU  lifo,  subacqaently,  was  all  spent  in  West- 
borough,  where  he  died,  Dec.  9,  1782,  in  his  eightieth  year.    • 

Two  years  after  the  organization  of  the  church  the  history  of  schools  begins. 
Daniel  Warren  and  Edwtird  Baker  were  the  first  school  committee,  chosen 
Oct.  89  1726.  They  were  instructed  to  procure  a  suitable  schoolmaster,  **t6 
teach  children  to  Head,  write  and  Siphcr,  and  to  provide  entertainment  for  s* 
schoolmaster  During  the  s'  six  months  **  (the  term  of  schooling  voted  for  the  first 
year)  **and  also  to  provide  a  place  or  places  for  the  School  to  be  kept  in.**  The 
first  schoolmaster  —  the  schoolmi^fre^  was  not  yet  abroad — was  Mr.  Joshua 
Townsend  of  Brdokficld.  lie  served  the  town  faithfully  for  more  than  twelve 
years.  Ilis  salary  at  the  outset  was  £18,  **he  i^aying  for  his  Diet,'*  and  in  the 
depreciated  currency  of  the  period  this  hardly  amounted  to  more  than  $35. 
The  schools  were  kept  fur  a  good  many  years  in  three  different  parts  of  the 
town  in  succession,  two  months  in  each  section.  School-houses  were  not  built 
previous  to  1765,  although  in  1752  it  was  voted  to  erect  two  as  near  as  possible 
to  <each  mectiug-house,  the  town  being  then  divided  into  north  and  sonth 
precincts,  preparatory'  to  the  sepanition  of  Northlwrough. 

In  1753  there  were  more  than  one  hundred  families,  and  the  town  was  **  pre- 
sented'' at  Court,  according  to  law,  for  not  having  a  grammar  schoolmaster. 
In  1765  the  town  was  divided  into  ^squadrons"  for  school  purposes,  the 
inhabitants  of  each  squadron  (or  district)  to  determine  by  a  majority  Tote  in 
what  part  of  the  locality  tbc  school  should  bo  kept. 

As  early  as  1738  the  msoting-house,  which  was  town-house  as  well,  became 
too  small  for  the  hccommiodation  of  the  people,  and  sonic  of  the  settlers  in  the 
extreme  north  of  the  town  began  to  complain  of  the  distauce.  The  attempt 
was  repeatedly  made  to  remedy  the  difficulties,  either  by  enlarging  the  house 
or  building  a  new  one,  or  by  a  divisio  1  of  the  town.  No  agreement  was 
reached,  however,  and  at  length,  in  1741,.  the  North-side  people  began  to  hold 
meetings  by  themselves  in  the  house'  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Oakc.  In  1743  they 
brought  mattprs  to  a  crisis  by  refusing  to  contribute  their  part  toward3  Mr. 
Parkman's  salar}*,  greatly  to  the  distress  of  the  good  man,  who  could  see 
nothing  to  be  gained  and  much  to  be  lost  by  the  proposed  division  cf  his 
parish.  In  1744  i^  meeting  of  representatives  of  both  sections  was  held^at  the 
house  of  Capt.  John  Fay,  and  a  petition  prepared  which  was  duly  presented  to 
the  General  Court,  and  resulted  in  the  division  of  the  town,  Oct.  2(X;  1744, 
into  two  **  precincts,''  each  to  manage  its  own  affairs  and  to  constitute  its  own  ' 
parish,  and  both  to  assemble  for  (oicn  meetings  alternately  in  the  meeting- 
houses of  each  precinct. 

Endless  strifes  and  difficulties  arose  forthwith  in  regard  to  division  lines, 
ministerial  lafids,  new  meeting-houses  and  schooI-houseSf  raising  tlie  minister's 
salary,  etc.,  which  occupy  the  town  and  precinct  records  for  a  good  while,  to 
the  exclusion  of  matters  of  greater  historical  interest.  In  1738  the  fii-st  Repre- 
sentative was  chosen  ^  to  sarve  for  and  represent  them  in  a  Great  and  General 
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Court  of  this  Province,  to  be  convened,  held,  and  kept  for  His  Maj<^ty*s.  sar- 
vice  in  Boston,"  and  Oipt.  James  Enger  was  elected  to  the  post. 

In  1748  the  First  Precinct  proceeded  to  build  a  i>cw  meeting-house,  using  in 
its  construction  some  of  the  materhd  of  the  old  one  at  Willow  Park.  The 
house  built  at  this  time  is  the  one  still  standing,  very  nearly  on  ita  original 
location,  and  known  as  **ThQ  Old  Arcade."  ]\Ir.  Parkman  built  a  ne^  houso 
near  by,  on  the  spot  now  occupied  by  the  residence  of  Dr.  Wm^  Curtis*  This 
house  was  afterwar(is  owned  by  Judge  Brigham,  and  is  now  standing  just 
beyond  the  Iligh-strcet  School-hpuse. 

In  1766  the  Korth  Precinct  became  the  town  of  NorthIx)i;ough.  At  the 
division  into  precincts,  in  1744,  there  were  only  one  hundred  and  twentjfQvo 
families  in  the  whole  town,  of  which  but  thirty-eight  were  in  the  Nortk 
Precinct.  But  there  seems  to  have  been  a  rapid  increase  in  the  population 
after  this  division,  for  in  1767  Nortbborough  had  eighty-two  families  and  West- 
borough  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  and  in  1768,  twenty  years  after  .the  building 
of  the  new  meeting-house  in  the  First  Precinct,  Westborough  found  it  too 
small  for  its  people,  although  .considerably  larser  than  the  old  one  which  had 
accommodated  the  united  towns.  Fi vo. years Jater  it  was  lengthened  by  the 
insertion  of  fiflecn  feet  in  the  middle. 

Military  spirit  manifested  itself  to  some  extent  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War,  in  1755.  Capt.  Benjamin  Fay  and  Capt.  Bezaleel  Eager  commanded 
companies,  and  one  John  Fay,  w*ho,  if  a  Westborough  man,  must  have  been 
the  gri|ndson  of  the  original  Capt.  John  Fay,  and  but  twenty  years  of  age,. was 
captain  of  a  company  containing  six  Westborough  men  in  its  ranks* 
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In*  the  War  of  the  Revolution  Westborough  bore  Its  share  lojrally.  Much 
excitement  prevailed  here  over  the  passage  of  the  Stamp  Act  and  the  riots 
which  folldwed,  and  in  the  following  October  the  town  instructed  its  represen- 
tative in  sturdy  language,  declaring  the  Act  an  infringement  upon. ** the 
natural,  inherent  constitutional  rights  of  Englishmen;''  asserting  that  they 
**will  not  lie  active  in  putting  their  necks  under  such  a  heinous  yoke ; '^  but 
charging  him  to  strive  to.  prevent  all  riotous  assemblies  Attd  violent  deeds,  and 
not  to  vote  the  town's  money  ^  to  repair  damages  which  we  of  this  town  bad  no 
band  iQ.** 
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In  1772  tho  Committee  of  Corrcepoudeneo,  James  Otis,  chaimmn,  published 
an  address  to  the  towns,  stating  the  rights  of  tho  colonists,  and  recording  tho 
long  \Ut  of  infringements  of  their  liU^rties.  To  this  address  response  was 
solicited  and  received  from  tho  loyal  towns  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  West- 
borough  fell  into  line,  and  its  response  is  worthy  to  be  recorded  alongside  of 
those  from  Roxbury  and  Ipswich,  and  Concord  and  Plymouth.  They  declared 
that  ^  under  tho  present  critical  and  alarming  situation  of  our  public  affiiirst 
there  is  a  loud  cill  to  every  one  to  awake  from  security,  and  in  earnest  strive 
to  secure  his  liberty,  lest  he  i>oliticalIy  perish."  **  For  no  doubt,  where  tyranny 
is  exercised,  oppdsittoo  I>ccomcs  a  duty.  As  our  fathers  could,  so  can  wo  plead 
our  loyalty :  wo  have  been  and  are  now  ready  to  spill  our  dearest  blood  in 
defence  of  our  king,  religion  and  constitutional  laws ;  and  we  cannot  but  lool(. 
upon  it  as  a  hard  trial,  yea,  greater  than  we  can  bear,  if  we  cannot  Ix)  said  to 
give  full  proof  of  our  loyalty  other^viso  than  by  sacrificing  those  rights  and 
liberties  which  we  prize  beyond  life  itself." 

This  address  was  signed  by  Pbineas  Hardy,  chairman,  and  by  Capt.  Benji- 
min  Fay,  Ebenezcr  Maynard,  Daniel  Forbes,  Abijab  Gale,  Hananiah  Parker,, 
and  James  Hawes. 

The  town  paid  its  share  toward  the  expenses  of  the  first  General  Congress 
at  Philadelphia  in  1774.    In  June,  the  same  year,  a.  committee  of  correspond- 
ence was  appointed,  Jonathan  Bond^-chairmau.     Still  more  warlike  was  the. 
purchase  of  a  field-piece,  "a  four-pounder,"  with  shot,  powder, lead  and  flints,, 
and  the  appointment  of  another  committee  to  provision  troops  in  case  of 
alarm.     Capt.  Stephen  Maynard  was  appointed  commander  of  all  the  soldiers 
in  ,ihe  town;   the.  existing  artillery  companies  were  authorized,  and  another 
initiated ;    their  officers   recognized,  and  recruits  called  for.      Tho  call  for 
subscriptions  met  quick  response,  lieadcd  by  Capt.  Maynard,  who  subscribed 
£22  108.  old  tenor ;  and  a  committee  was  appointed  to  go  to  Conctird  and  hear 
the  report  of  the  General  Congress,  —  the  Rebel  Congress  which  Gen.  Gage 
could  not  disband,  —  and  thus  Wcstl)orough  came  to  tho  front.     Every  man 
was  expected  to  bear  his  part  without  favor.     They  refused  to  give  an  extra 
bounty  to  the  miniite-meu,  because  ^  they  expected  no  more  of  them,  than  of; 
other  me^." 

SjQvea  men  were  appointed  to  learn  how  to  handle  the  field-piece  **!!>. a  war- 
like i^anner,  so  that  they  may  know  how  to  conduct  and  behave  theraselvesif 
they  shall  be  wanted  for  our  defence."  , 

The  old  meeting-house  was  the  rendezvous,  and  in  due  time  witnessed  the 
rallying  of  armed  men  within  its  walls,  to  march  for  the  defeuce  of  Hi)erty. 

On  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  the  courier  camp  from  Coucoi*d,  and  found  tho  . 
minqte-men  ready :    hastily  drawn  up,  and  equiiiiied  with   powder,  bulletsy 
flints  and  hatchets,  t)ie\'  marched  off,  and  arrived  near  Boston  that  same  night,, 
by  jyay  of  Lexington.  ^ 

Some  of  our  men  were  at  Bunker  Hill.     Thirty-two  enlisted,  under  Cnpt,^ 
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Moses  Wheelock,  for  eight  months ;  seventeen  more  went  in  December^  with 
Capt.  Scth  ]\Iorse,  for  two  months  ;  and  eighteen  in  January,  1776.  with  Lieut. 
James  Godfrey.  Some  or  all  of  these  went  to  Cambridge  and  Dorchester. 
They  were  with  the  gallant  army  that  surrounded  Bo>toh  in  Mareh,  1776,  and 
saw  from  the  earth-works  on  Dorchester  Heights  the  evacuation  of  the  city. 
Lieut.  James  Godfrey,  with  twenty-two  men,  was  in  the  army  with  which 
Washington  met  the  British  at  New  York,  after  their  retreat  from  Boston. 
From' August  to  November,  1776,  fifty  men  are  enrolled,  and  sent  t6  different 
quarters.  On  the  23d  of  July,  1777,  Lieut.-Col.  Whedock,  by  order  fronx 
Cul.  Job  Gushing,  called  out  half  the  **  Alarm  List  and  Training  Bdnd,^ 
to  appear  at  the  meeting-house  armed  and  equipped,  to  march  to  Grafton  add 
await  orders.  ' '       * 

In  all,  judging  from  tlie  bounty  list,  there  were  three  hundred  and  fifty-two 
enlistments  in  a  town  of  nine  hundred  inhabitants.  Of  course,  many  wore 
re-enlistments,  and  many  came  from  out  of  town ;  but  it  is  a  patriotic  record, 
and  shows  what  stuff  was  in  our  fathers.     The  young  men,  from  the  minister's 

« 

sons  down,  did  yeomen's  service,  and  the  rest  contributed,  till  they  suffered^ 
of  money,  and  clothing, — spun  and  woven  by  the  mothers  and  daughters,— <md 
of  provisions,  until  the  war  was  6v6r. 

'  There  were  doubtless  many  who,  like  Lieut.  Henry  Mai^ble,  remained  in  the 
array  from  the  lOtli  day  of  April,  177-5,  to  thfe  close  of  th6  war  in  1783, 
Others  laid  dbwn  their  lives,  or  came  home  unfitted  for  further  work.    The  war^ 
of  1861  has  fitted  this  generaticm  better  to  appreciate  the  sacrifices  of  177C» 
and  to  honor  the  memory  of  the  fathers  of  liberty. 

The  growth  of  the  town  went  on  in  spite  of  the  losses  of  the  wari  In  1791 
it  had  one  hundred  and  eighteen  houses  and' nine  hundred  and  thirty-fotir 
inhabitants,  and  these,  accordmg  to  Peter  Whitney's  estimate,  were  industrious 
ajid  wealthy,  ^as  any  one  must  naturally  suppose  from  the  appearance  of  theiir 
places  and  buidings.^ 

In  1793  land  was  granted  to  Mr.  William  Johnson  for  a  noon-houso. '  It 
was  (situated  **  beyond  the  pound,"  which  stood  near  the  present  location  of 
Bates's  Straw  Factory.  Here  he  erected  an  octagon  building,  with  a  generous 
fireplace  in  it,  where  the  benuml>ed  worshippers  gathered  between  seirices  to 
refresh  the  outer  and  inner  man.  This  seems  to  baVe  been  removed  afterwards 
to  the  prcseiit  location  of  0.  S.  Hardy's  blacksmith  shop,  and  was  finally  tkken 
down  in  1818. 

The  meeting- house  itself  had  been  hitherto  a  bare  and  uninteresting  stmcture^ 
without  chimney  or  belfr}\  In  1773,  when  the  porches  wete  added,  the  town 
bluntly  refused  to  build  a  steeple,  or  even  to  have  one  built  free  of  expense. 
But  in  1801  JVIr.  Samuel  Parkman,  merchant,  of  Boston,  son  of  the  old  |»istor, 
gave  the  town  a  bell  (now  in  tho  belfry  of  (he  Baiitist  Church),  and  a  belfry 
became  a  necessity.  In  1806  a  clock  was  purchased  and  presented  to  tbo  town 
by  individuals,  which  remained  in  tbo  steeple  of  tho  old  church  till  1842. 
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Aboat  1809  tho  town  graciously  allowed  Mr.  Grarducr  Parker  to*  put  an  organ 
in  tbo;  meeting-hoiise  as  an  experiment ;  provided  that  if,  after  six  montbtf ,  the 
town  did  not  wish  it  longer,  ho  should  restore  the  seats  in  the  gallery  t:>  their 
former  condition.  This  remained  after  trial,  and  was  certainly  among  the 
earliest  instances  of  the  use  of  church-organs  in  New  England. 

In  1818  a  powder-hiiuso  was  built  in  tho  comer  of  the  old  burj'ing-ground, 
which  remnined  there  till  1840.  In  1823  there  was  some  talk  of  scekiu;;  their 
own  comfort  in  church  to  the  extent  of  putting  in  stoves,  but  it  was  voted 
down,  and  they  were  never  used  in  the  old  church  for  any  considerable  time. 

A  military  company  was  orgtmized  hero  in  1810,  which  came  to  be  famous  in 
the  years  followimr*  and  contained  some  of  tho  best  blood  in  its  ranks.  It  was 
summoned  to  Boston  in  1812,  but  whether  ever  in  active  service  I  have  not 
ascertained.  *  ' 

,  Pauperism  was  not  frequent  before  the  close  of  the  century.  A  few  cases 
appear  in  tho  records,  but  it  was  very  unpopular  to  **come  on  the  town,*  and 
the  town  was  very  shy  of  paupers.  About  1763'  a  memorandum  was  begun  in' 
tho  t6wn  records  of  persons  **  warned  out  of  town,"  according  to  law,  to  pre- 
Tent  their  acquiring  a  residence,  when  it  looked  as  though  they  might  become 
dependent  on  town  charity.  In  two  or  three  years  this  list  iucludes  thirty- 
eight  names,  many  of  heads  of  families.  In  1767  a  workhouse  was  build  by 
the  town,  on  land  owned  by  Timothy  Warren,  thirty  feet  by  sixteen,  and  one  ' 
story  high,  for  which  the  sum  of  £26  13^.  id.  was  appropriated.  In  1770 
Geo*  Andrews,  Timothy  Warren,  and  Abijah  Gale  were  chosen  the  first  oyer- 
seers  of  the  poor,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  workhouse  should  be  regulated 
according  to  law. 

In  1790  the  workhouse  was  sold,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  the  paupers  ^ 
were  provided  for  (  ?  )  by  being  knocked  down  to  the  lowest  bidder.  Subse- 
quently they  were  all  kept  for  a  few  years  by  Mr.  Levi  Bowman,  wh6  lived  on 
the  old  Upton  road  ;  and  in  1825  measures  were  taken  to  purchase  a  town-farm, 
resulting,  soon  after,  in  buying  of  Capt.  Daniel  Chamberlain  the  ode  still  in 
use. 

About  1810  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Turnpike  was  completed  and  the  great 
days  of  coaching  began.  The  fir^t  tavern  on  the  line  seems  to  have  been  the 
house  at  the  corner  of  the  turnpike  and  Lyman  Street.  Soon  after,  **  W^ssoh- 
villo^  began  to  flourish.  Capt.  Silas  Wesson  built  a  tavern  about  1827,  and 
soon  after  a  thread- factory  was  erected  by  Nathan  A.  Fisher  nearly  in  rear 
of  the  tavern.  This  was  run  only  a  few  years,  and  tho  building,  marked  by 
a  small  tower^  is  now  connected  with  the  old  tavern  on  the  Willow  Park 
Grounds. 

.  A  store  was  conducted  here  by  Fisher  &  Lothrop  until  the  railroad  stoppect 
the  coaches;  and  there  was  more  stir  and  bustle,  and  for  d  time  more  rapid 
growth  at  this  point,  than  in  the  central  village. 

But  in  1834  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Ilailroad  pushed  its  track  between  th^ 
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old  mceting-bousc  and  the  parsonage;  and  the.  turnpike,  with  its  stages  and 
busy  taverns,  gave  up  its  glory.  Wessonville  gradually  succjumbcd  to  the 
inevitable,  and  from  that  time  all  business  interests  have  been  more  and  more 
concentrated  in  the  centre  of  the  town. 

r 

In  1839  there  were  fifty  dwelling-honses  in  the  village,  and  the  population  of 
the  town  was  1,G12.  During  this  year  the  town  hull  was  erected.  It  \^as  at 
first  a  one-storv  bnildin}?  with  basement.  In  1342  it  received  a  bell,  and  the 
old  clock  was  purchased  from  the  First  Congregational  Society.  :  In  1866  the 
building,  above  the  basement,^  was  raised  up  and  a  story  inserted.    ^ 

The  old  burying-ground  opposite  the  town  hall  was  in  use  from  1704  to  1810. 
Before  the  scpaialiou  of  Xorthborongh  another  lot  was  in  use,  situated  near  the 
present  Northl)orough  road,  on  the  first  cross-road  leading  to  the  right  after 
passing  the  Wc^tborough  line.  It  is  now  wholly  grown  up  with  trees  and 
brushwood,  but  the  names  of  a  few  of  the  earliest;  settlers  can  still  be  seeu*ou 
tbeir  stones.  The  spot  ought  to  bo  put  in  order  by  the  joint  care  of  the  two 
towns.  The  old  cemetery  in  the  village  has  suffered  some  changes  of  boundary 
during  the  years.  One  building  besides  the  old  powder-house  has  becij 
erected  on  it,  originally  for  the  school-house  of  the  first  district.  Some  6\kty 
years  ngo  it  was  proposed  to  cut  down^  the  oak  trees  for  firewood ;  but  Capt; 
Charles  Parkman  came  to  the  rescue,  purchased  the  trees  himself,  and  so  pre-^ 
served  them  and  won  the  gratitude  of  future  generations. 

In  1810  a  now  burying-ground  was  purchased  and  laid  out  in  lots;  the  ond- 
which  now  lies  between  South  and  School  Streets.     This  again  proved  inado*- 
quale  in  1844,  and  the  present  cemetery  was  purchased.     Within  a  few  years 
increased  care  has  been  taken  of  the  lots  and  grounds,  and  it  is  becoming  4 
more  and  more  attnictive  spot,  as  becomes  the  place  of  tender  memories. 

In  the  late  War  of  the  Hebellion  Westborough  made  a  good  record. '  The 
town  held  a  meeting  on  the  25th  of  April,  1861,  at  which  $5,000  was  appro-', 
priuted  towards  the  equipment  and  drill  of  a  military  company.  This  company, 
known  as  the  Westborough  Rifle  Company,  was,  after  two  months  of  drill, 
attached  to  the  13th  Massachusetts  regiment  as  Co.  K,  and  was  three  years  in 
active  service.  This  regiment  was  for  some  time  retained' for  picket  duty  in 
Virginia.  Two  men  died  the  first  year,  and  in  August,  1862,  in  the  first 
]miK>rtant  battle,  two  were  killed  and  four  w^ounded;  The  regiment  was  also 
in  the  battles  of  Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  and  Gettysburg.  Other  West* 
borough  men  were,  in  1862,  in  the  34th  Massachusetts  at  Alexandria,  the  50th 
at  New  Orleans,  and  the  51st  at  Newbern. 

The  Soldiers'  Sewing  Circle  was  organized  by  1861,  by  the  ladies,  and  con- 
tributed largely  in  work  and  money. 

In  1863  a  number  of  pur  young  men  enlisted  in  the  56th  regiment,  and  were 
afterwards,  at  their  desire,  transferred  to  the  57th.    In  the  terrible  fortunes  of  ' 
the  Wilderness  in  May,  1864,  they  suflTered  severely.     Four  were  killed  or 
mortally  wounded,  and  eleven  wounded  more  or  leis  severely ;  two  fell  into  the 
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hands  of  the  enemy.  In  July,  1864,  the  13th  returned  home,  having  finished 
its  three  years*  senrice.  The  whole  number  of  men  from  WesUNirougb  enlisted 
in  military  service  was  reported  by  the  selectmen  in  ISGtf  as  330 ;  in  the  naval 
service,  11 ;  number  wounded  in  battle,  40;  number  of  deaths,  24.  The  sum 
of  $23,920  was  paid  in  iMiuuties. 

In  March,  18G6,  the  to%vn  voted  to  erect  the  monument^  which  now  stands 
opposite  the  town  hall,  to  the  memory  of  the  patriot  dead. 

Tlio  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  first  hundred  years  is  inseparable  from  the 
town  history.  Mr.  Parkman's  pastorate  lasted  58  years,  and  belongs  to  the 
era  of  gi-eatest  miiiisiterial  dignity  and  authority.  He  was  courteous  and  digni- 
fied, a  good  scholar  for  his  time,  and  exercised  full  authority,  as  a  New 
Testament  Bishop,  over  bis  church.  To  the  last,  he  claimed  a  veto  power  over 
the  action  of  the  church,  and  in  the  choice  of  his  successor  the  church  showed 
some  sensitiveness  in  regard  to  the  sentiments  of  their  candidates  upon  that 
point.     Hrs  sermons  are  quaint  and  forcible ;  sometimes  quite  original. 

For  six  years  after  his  death,  which  occurred  Dec.  9,  1782,  the  church  was 
without  a  pastor.  On  the  14th  of  January,  1789,  Mr.  John  Bobioson  was 
installed,  amid  great  pomp  and  ceremony.  A  committee  of  fifteen,  headed  by  the 
constable,  with  his  black  staff,  kept  the  doors  and  preserved  order ;  anothec 
committee  was  appointed^ to  prop  up  the  meeting-bouse.''  Rev.  David 
Sanford,  of  Mddway,  and  Rev.  Nathaniel  Emmons,  D.D.,  of  Franklin,  were 
anioug  the  robed  and  powdered  dignitaries  present  on  the  occasion.  Mr. 
Robinson  served  sixteen  years;  but,  lacking  the  courtesy  and  grace  of  his 
predecessor,  raised,  at  length,  a  serious'  opposition,  and,  after  a  good  deal  of 
difficulty,  was  bought  off  from  the  terms  of  his  settlement,  and  dismissed  in 
1807.  He  remained  for  some  time,  however,  exhibiting  a  temper  not  altogether 
angelic,  and  making  the  pathway  of  his  successor  sufficiently  thorny. 

During  the  later  years  of  his  pastorate  there  existed  some  Methodist  senti- 
ment in  tou^,  and  a  society  of  that  order  had  enough  of  an  existence  here, 
from  17U8  to  1807,  at  least,  to  absolve  those  who  brought  certificates  of  mem- 
bership in  it,  signed  by  an  cider,  from  paying  the  parish  dues,  which  the  law  . 
otherwise  exacted  from  all  voters. 

On  the  2Gth  of  October,  1808,  Mr.  Elisba  Rockwood  was  ordained  pastor  of 
the  Westborough  Church.  His  ordination  day  was  also  a  high  day,  with  pro- 
cessions and  martial  band  and  crowded  house.  His  pastorate  was  strongly 
marked,,  and  its  influence  is  not  yet  dead.  In  1816  the  first  Sabbath  school 
was  organized^  In  1820  the  creed  of  the  cliurch  was  first  printed,  each  candi- 
date for  adotiission  having  previously  read  his  own  statement  of  belief.  In 
1823  a  "Restoration  "  society  was  organized  in  Shrewsbury,  and  a  number  of 
Westborough  people  attached  themselves  to  it,  —  partly  from  the  uneasiness  of 
the  time,  partly  to  get  rid  of  parish  charges.  In  1827  the  temperance  question 
emerged  above  the  horizon^  and  the  church  voted  to  use  no  more  ardent  spirit 
at  funerals,  nor  on  ordinary  social  visits;  and  to  use  their  influence  to  prevent 
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its  immpdcrato  use.  The  town,  in  1832,  followed  suit  by  voting  to  furnish  no 
more  rum  to  its  paupers,  except  on  a  physician's  prescription.  Throe  years 
later  the  selectmen  were  instructed  not  to  license  anyone  to  sell  liquor  at  retail 
or  in  public  houses. 

In  1834  the  Unitarian  controversy  was  brought  to  a  climax  here  by  the 
necessity  of  building  a  pew  church.  By  advice  of  a  council,  the  church  voted, 
as  a  body,  to  separate  itself  from  the  First  Congregational  Society,  and  to  uqite 
with  the  Evangelical  Society,  recently  formed  out  of  its  membership.  The 
First  Society  retained  the  old  meeting-house,  and  the  others  proceeded  at  once 
to  the  erection  of  a  new  church  upon  the  present  site,  which  was  dedicated 
Dec.  17,  1834. 

Mr.  Rock  wood  resigned  in  1835,  after  a  pastorate  of  twenty^six  and  a  half 
years.  I'he  church  erected  in^l834  is  still  in  use,  but  in  1869  it  was  enlarged 
and  remodeled  into  the  present  commodious  edifice.  In  1871  a  parsonage 
was  erected,  partly  by  legacy  from  Mr.  A.  W.  Smiths  In  1874  fhe  churcb 
colcbrAted  its  one  hundred  and  fiftieth  anniversary ;  three  of  its  former  minis- 
ters, Avhose  i)astorates  cover  most  of  the  time  back  to  1837,  b^ing  present  and 
participating.. 

The  pastorates  of  the  church  are  as  follows : — Ebenezer  Parkman ,  1724-1782 ; 
John  Robinson,  1789-1867  ;  Elisha  Rockwood,  1808-1835  ;  Barnabas  Phinncy, 
1836,  February  to  October ;  Charles  B.  Kittrodge,  1837-1845 ;  Henry  N.  Beers, 
1847-1849;  Daniel' R.  Cudy,  1849-1856;  Luther  H.  Sheldon,  1856-1807; 
Ariemas  Dean,  1867-1869 ;  Hcman  P.  DeForest,  1871—. 

The  first  Congregational  Society  was  organized  March  14,  1825,  ia  connec- 
tion with  tl^e  old  church,  and  from  that  time  the  town  ceased  to  vote  the 
liiinistcrV  salary.  In  1834,  owing  to  division  of  sentiment  in  the  society,  a 
large  number  withdrew,  and  the.  remainder,  retaining  the  old  meeting-hous^^ 
installed  Rev.  Hosea  Ilildrcth  (Unitarian)  as  their  minister,  on  Abe  first  /of 
October,  1834.  He  resigned  in  April  following,  and  the  services  in  the  old: 
meeting-house  ceased.  The  passing  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad  by 
the  church  made  it  highly  undesirable  as  a  place  of  worship,  and  in  1837.',the 
bouse  was  sold  to  Luther  Chamberlain  for  $2,000.  No  services  were  held  after 
this  for  some  years,  although  a  lot  was  purchased  of  N.  E.  Fisher,  on  South 
Street,  in  1836,  on  which  to  build  a  new  house.  In  1847  this  lot  was  sold,  and, 
the  year  following,  another  was  purchased  of  Draper  Ruggles,  and  the  building 
of  a  house  commenced.  It  was  finished  and  dedicated  in  1849,  and  in  March, 
1850,  the  society  voted  to  hire  Rev.  }Vm.  O.  Moseley  for  six  months. 

In  1860,  the  society  having  struggled  against  adverse  circumstances,  and 
being  in  debt  for  their  house,  an  effort  was  made  tq  pay  the  debt,  and  by  the 
exertions   of  members,  and  the  substantial  aid  of  the  associations  and  of 
churches  in  Boston  and  elsewhere,  it  was  entirely  discharged.     In  1878  the' 
meeting-house  was  remodeled  inside  at  considerable  expense. 

The  ministers  have  been  as  follows :  —  llosea  Ilildreth,  18S4-5 ;  William  O. 
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Moiefey*  1850;  Kadttniel  Gage,  1851-57;  11.  JL  Cook,  1858;  BeBJsmiii 
HimlooQ,  1859 ;  Gilhert  Cummings,  18C0-C3 ;  Geo.  N.  Bicbaitlmn,  1864-68 ; 
W.  G.  Todd.  1869-70;  J.  L.  Hatch.  1871;  C.  A.  Alien.  1872-75;  C.  W. 
Emeraon,  1875-C ;  Gnuiyille  Fierce,  1877 ;  J.  P.  Foriies,  1878. 

Ai  early  as  1796,  two  Westbf trough  men  were  liaptized  hy  imtnersion  in 
Oiaancy  Poixl,  and  meetings  of  those  who  held  Capti^t  sentiments  were  kept 
op,  more  or  Ics.^,  from  that  time ;  Imt  it  was  not  till  September,  1811,  that  the 
First  Baptist  Society  wns  organized.  lu  1814  a  chanrh  of  thirty-nine  inemliefy 
was  gothrrcd.  They  met  for  some  time  in  the  unfinisbe  I  second  story  of  the 
bouse  of  Mr.  John  Beeman,  on  the  Flanders  Road.  Thomas  Conant  was  the 
first  minister.  In  1816  a  meetiug-house  was  erected  at  the  corner  of  EslA 
'Main  and  Lyman  streets,  now  occupied  by  a  greenhouse.  In  1835  a  new 
bouse  was  dedicated  on  the  site  of  the  present  one,  and  the  old  one  was  moTcd 
in  winter  across  the  swamp^i  to  Woodvillc,  where  it  still  stands.  After  the 
divisi<m  of  the  Congregation.il  liody,  the  Unitariatfs  worshipped  for  some  time 
with  the  Baptists,  and  helloed  in  the  erection  of  the  new  chureb.  In  18U0  a 
parsonage  was  pre!<ented  to  the  society,  which  was  afterwards  sold,  and  the 
present  one  erected.  In  1868  the  present  church  edifice  was  erected,  the  old 
one  being  disposed  of  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 

The  pastors  of  the  church  have  1x^en  as  f«>llows : — Thomas  Conant,  1814-16 ; 
William  Bowen,  1831-33;  Alonzo  King,  April  to  November,  1835  ;  Otis  C*n- 
TOrse,  1836-38 ;  Adiil  Harvey,  1839-43 ;  Silas  Bailey,  iB45-47 ;  Wi'liam  L. 
Brown,  1847-51 ;  Nathaniel  Ilcrvey,  1851-53;  William  U.  Walker,  18.'}5-5.'5; 
A.  N.  Arnold,  1858-64 ;  J.  A.  Gcwdhuc,  1864-67 ;  C.  W.  Flanders,  1868-70 ; 
S.  II.  Stackpolc,  1871-73;  B.  A.  Greene,  1875. 

Mention  has  been  made  of  a  Methodist  society  existing  as  early  as  1798.^ 
That  did  not  survive;  but,  in  the  spring  of  1844,  the  First  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  was  organized,  at  6rst  as  a  branch  of  the  cbiirch  in  Holli^ton.'  In 
1845  and  1846,  it  was  connected  with  the  church  in  IlopUinton,  their  pastor 
preaching  occasionally  in  the  centre  school-house,  the  btiilding  now  (»ccupi(*d 
by  the  Co-operative  Union.  In  1847  it  was  again  connected  with  the  Ilollis- 
ton  Church,  and  so  remained  until  1858,  when  it  was  made  an  independent 
station,  and  Rev.  J.  C.  Cromack  appointed  preacher  in  charge.  Meetings 
were  then  held  in  the  lower  story  of  the  high  school-house.  The  present 
church  edifice  was  built  in  18G4. 

The  pastorates  have  been  as  follows: — J.  E.  Cromack,  1858-9;  W.  P. 
Blackmer,  1860-1;  S.  B.  Sweetser,  1862-3;  J.  B.  Bigclow,  1864-5;  W.  M" 
Hubbard,  1866-7 ;  W.  A.  Nothigo,  1868-9;  B.  Gill,  1870-1 ;  B.  Judd,  1872- 
74;  J   S.  Day,  1875;  Z.  A.  Mudgc,  1876-78;  J.  11.  Emerson,  1879. 

The  Roman  Catholic  church,  known  as  St.  Luke's,  was  instituted  about 
1850.  For  some  twenty  years,  it  was  administered  by  tlenrymen  from  othi-r 
towns,  but  since  then  hns  had  resident  priests.  It  purchased  thj  old  B4)ti>t 
meeting-house  in  1868,  and  removed  it  to  its  present  location.     In  187J  it  also 
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purchased  the  valuable  lot  of  land  at  the  coruor  of  Main  and  Rugglcs  streets, 
but  has  not  yet  built  upon  it.  >      , 

The^  resident  priests  have  been :  Revs.  R,  J.  Donovan,  P.  Egan,  and  C.  J^ 
Cronin,  the  present  pastor,  with  his  associate,  Rev.  M,  Kittredgo.  Episcopal 
services  were  held  in  1878  in  Henry  Hall,  but  have  ceased.  • 

The  Advent  Church  was  organized  and  its  house  of  worship  erected  in  1859. 
Rev.  O.  R.  Fassett  was  installed  the  first  pastor.  Rev.  J.  M.  Orrock  ijf 
Boston  supplied  the  pi/lpit  for  some  time,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev,  U. 
Bundy. 


CHAPTER  m. 

1  i       i 

EDUCATIONAL     HISTORT  —  STATE     HEFORM    SCHOOL  —  LIBRART  —  HECHAKICS* 

^  '  ■ 

ASSOCIATIOK —  SOCIETIES  AND  ORGANIZATIONS  —  LOCAL  PRESS  — r  AGRICULTURB 
AND  MANUFACTURES  —  MERCANTILE   D;EV£L0FMENT  —  DISTINGUISHED  MEN.    , 

*  *  - 

The  educational  history  to  the  time  of  the  Revolution  has  already  b^cQ 
sketched.  In  .1785  a  redivision  of  the/*  squadrons "  or  districts  was  iQa(|Q, 
at  which  time  the  **  Flanders  Road  "  was  madq  a  district  byJtsclf.  Four  ypars 
later  the  territory  was  again  divided,  and  the  present  arrangement,  essentially^ 
was  adopted,  modified  somewhat  in  1836.  .     »     > 

The  high  school  was  estal^lished  in  1854,  but  was  not  graded  until  1870. 
Since  then,  with  annual  admissions  and  prescribed  courses  of  study,  it  has  risen 
to  high  rank,  and  its  graduates  find  no  difficulty  in  competing  with  yoqng  meo 
from  more  celebrated  schools  in  the  entrance  examinations  of  our  oldest  .col- 
leges. The  other  schools  have  been  brought  under  the  same  system  of  grill- 
ing, and  under  the  charge  of  a  superintendent  of  schools  are  bei*oming  more 
efiicient  annually.  In  the  last  six  years  seventeen  young  men  have  enterod 
college  from  the  high  school,  some  of  whom  have  already  graduated  with  very 
high  honors. 

About  1839  the  Westborough  School  Association  was  formed,  and  a  school 
established,  first  in  the  village  and  afterwards  in  the  old  Wesson  taveriit  refitted 
for  the  purpose.     This  continued  for  some  years,  with  good  success.    The  same- 
buildings  were  used  for  a  private  school  by  Dr.  J.  H.  Hero  from  1866  to 
1876. 

The  State  Reform  School  for  Boys  is  located  on  a  beautiful  slope  on  the 
northern  shore  of  Cbauncy  Pond,  commanding  a  charming  protpect.  ThlS' 
institution  was  planned  in  184G,  the  legislature  authorizing  the  purchase  of  a 
site,  and  the  expenditure  of  $10,000.    It  was  intended  aa  a  rcfonnatoiy  and 
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not  a  penal  institution ;  and  this  feature  of  tiio  pnipoftil  ao  coBnnendod  itadf  to 
the  late  lion.  Theodore  Lyman  of  Brookline  that  he  at  onee  gatre  $10,000 
towards  the  undertaking,  and  sulMcqucntly,  by  gift  and  legacy,  incrcaaed  his 
gifts  to  the  munificent  sum  of  $72,500.  And  all  was  done  sm>  quietly,  and  with 
such  shrinking  from  notoriety,  that  it  was  only  after  his  death  that  it  became 
known  to  whi>8e  liberality  the  benefactions  were  due. 

The  first  building  was  erected  in  1848,  at  a  cost  of  $52,000,  with  accommo- 
dations for  three  hundred  boys.  At  the  end  of  tlio  first  year  there  wero  three 
hundred  and  ten  inmates,  and  the  buildings  were  crowded  until  1852,  when 
the  legislature  authorized  an  enlargement,  to  accommodate  two  hundred  and 
fifty  more.  The  number  of  boys  from  1853  to  1859  was-  between  five  and  six 
hundred.  In  the  latter  year  a  fire,  set  by  one  of  the  inmates,  destroyed  the 
.larger  |nirt  of  the  buildings.  The  boys  were  tomix)rarily  provided  for  in  Fitch- 
burg  and  Concord  jails,  but  as  soon  as  possible  were  returned  to  Wcstborongh. 

After  this  time  an  efibrt  was  made  for  the  better  classification  of  iho  boys. 
A  schooUship  was  designated  for  the  older  and  moro  hardened  cases^  and 
three  houses  were  provided  on  the  Reform  School  grounds,  in  which  the 
mpst .  trustworthy  boys  were  put,  twenty-five  or  thirty  in.  a  building,  under 
a  fiimity  government,  and  allowed  considerable  freedom*  This  arrmnge- 
ment  greatly  aided  to  make  the  school,  as  at  first  intended,  reformatoiy, 
and  not  penal.  But  in  1871  the  school-ships  were  sold,  and  the  institution 
here. was  flooded  with  a  bad  element,  which  threatened  to  demoralize  the 
whole  school.  Bars  and  bolts  and  penal  measures  became  a  neeessitjr.  In 
1875,  the  serious  difficulty  was  remedied  by  the  erection  of  a  new  boiIdlng» 
for  whiqh  $90,000  was  appropriated,  and  which  furnishes  the  means  of  ctasti^ 
fication  so  essential  to  the  reformatory  aim  of  the  school.  There  are  now 
three  separate  departments,  r- the  correctional,  the  congregate,  and  the  family 
schools.  The  two  former  are  in  the  large  buildings,  but  separated  from  each 
other  entirely,  so  that  the  boys  of  the  two  departments  only  see  each  other  in 
chapel  on  Sundays.  The  inmates  spend  four  hours  in  study  and  six  in  lnl>or, 
with,  of  course,  hours  of  recreation,  each  dav.  The  scbooU  are  well  furnished 
and r conducted,  and  the  shops  provide,  to  some  degree,  the  means  of  learning 
trades,  as  well  as  of  doing  work. 

The  ** trust  boys'*  arc  employed  on  the  farm  and  about  the  buildings.  A 
library  of  between  two  and  three  thousand  volumes  is  provided,  and  means  of 
moral  and  religious  ,  instruction,  and  all  elevating  and  refining  influences 
abound. 

There  are  now  only  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  boys  in  the  institution ; 
one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  in  the  reformatory  department,  twenty-one  in 
the  correctional,  and  sixty-four  in  the  family  schools.  A  line  of  telei)honic 
communication  connects  the  school  with  the  village.  The  superintendents  have' 
been  as  follows:  William  R.  Lincoln,  1848-53;  James  M.  Taleott,  1853-57; 
WilUam  K.  Starr,  1857-61 ;  Joseph  A.  Allen,  1861-G7;  Orville  K.  Hutchin- 
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son,   1867-8;    Benjamiu  Evans,   1868-73;    Allen   G.   Shepherd,   1873-78 ; 
Luther  H.  Sheldon,  1878. 

In  intimate  conneo'tion  ^ith  thelii^tory  of  schools  is  that  of  the  library.  On 
the  25th  of  March,  1807,  fifteen  of  the  principal  men  of  the  place  mot  at 

,Gregory*8  Inn,  and  organized  themselves  into  a  society  called  the  Union 
Library  Society,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  social  library.  Rev.  Elisha 
Rockwood  was  president  of  this  society  from  1811  to  1828.  Its  regulations 
were  strict  in  regard  to  the  care  of  books  and  the  admission  to  membership, 
the  admission-fee  ranging  from  $5.50  to  $15.     Persons  not  belou^ng  to  tho 

i  society  were  permitted  to  use  the  library  for' $2  a  j'ciir.  The  society  met , at 
first  five  times  a  year,  each  member  paying  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  at  eadi 
meeting. 

.  Mr.  Chas.  Parkman  presented  several  volumes.  The  sbciety  purchased 
Rees' Cyclopedia  in  41  volumes,  and  Mavor*s  Voyages  and  Travels;  Life  of 
Washington  by  Bancrofl;  Life  of  Washington  by  MarshalF,  in  six  volumes, 
with  alias;  two  volumes  'Sillimau*s  Journal,  Silliman*8  Tour,' and  Dwijght's 
Travels. 

In  1839,  the  books  and  property  of  the  society  wete  made  over  to  the 
Mechanics'  Association,  on  condition  that  such  books  as  needed  it  be  rebound, 
and  the  memlvers  of  the  old  society  be  allowed  to  take  books  from  thd  library 
of  tho  MeehanicsVAssociation  without  fees. 

\  The  Mechahics'  Association  was  organized  in  1838,  and  the  names  of  forty- 
six  members  are  recorded  for  that  year.  Its  object  was  somewhat  brpadcr 
thnn  that  of  its  predecessor,  including  discussions  and  lectures.  A  donation  of 
$40  was  received  from  Mr.  Geo.  Denny,  and  in  1839  the  sum  of  $86  addi- 
tional had  been  raised  by  subscription  for  a  library.  In  1849  the  library  con- 
tained 175  volumes  and  a  catalogue  was  printed.  In  1857  the  library  was 
transferred. to  the  town  on  condition  that  it  should  be  replenished  and  main- 
tained, and  $100  was  appropriated  for  the  purpose.  Under  the  charge  of  tho 
town's  committee  the  library  has  prospered  add  steadily  increased,  until  it  now 
numbers  about  three  thousand  volumes.  For  some  years  the  unnual  dog-tax 
has  been  appropriated  by  the  town  for  its  support,  amounting  to  three  hundred 
and  fifty  or  four  hundred  dollars.  It  is  open,  as  yet,  only  Wednesday  and 
Saturday  afternoons  and  evenings,  and  its  quarters  are  very  restricted,  while 
it^  reference  volumes  are  practically  inaccessible  from  the  lack  of  a  reading 
and  consulting  room.  But  it  is  well  patronized  and  much  prized,  and  the 
needed  improvements,  it  is  hoped,  will  not  be  long  postponed. 

The  Westborough  Agricultural  Society  'was  formed  in  1839;  and  is  siill 
flourishing.     With  discussions,  lectures,  and  for  many  years  an  annual  agri- 
cultural fair,  it  has  maintained  a  lively  interest,  among  olhertf  than  practicar 
farmers,  in  agricultural  matters,  which  hlte  always  formed  so  large  a  part  of 
the  town's  industries. 
The  Young  Men's  Debating  Society  was  organized  in  Deeember,  1870,  and 
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aanoal  courses  of  lectom,  and  ooeasiooal  eotertaiiuneots  g^we  it 

ikia  a  pas^iog  lalue  to  the  town,  while  to  its  own  maoiben  it 

I  admirmUe  field  for  training  and  culture. 

In  the  antumu  of  1878,  a  Village  ImproTement  Sodetjr  was  started, 
alieadj  begun  to  do  a  good  work  in  public  streets  and  aieas,  and  in 
lating  prirate  ofibrta  for  the  care  and  adornment  of  grounds. 

A  Befonn  Club  and  a  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  have 
aetire  ezistcnoo  for  several  yean,  and  have  rendered  good  senriee  towaids 
keeping  Westhorough  what  it  has  always  striven  to  be,«-a  town  of  high  moful 
tone,  and  free,  in  a  good  measure,  from  the  open  vices  and  nndix>guised  teniptn- 
tioDS  which  so  often  afflict  growing  towns. 

The  fint  local  paper,  called  "*  The  Westbcwough  Messenser,"  was  poMished 
OcL  13,  1849,  by  C.  C.  P.  Moody,  the  Boston  printer,  who  resided  here  fin*  i 
tone.  This  lived  only  a  few  mouths.  In  1855  B.  Winslow  Packard,  fi 
Xorth  Bri^water,  started  **The  Westborougfa  Sheaf,**  also  printed  in  Botslon, 
but  with  an  office  here.  It  lived  less  than  a  year.  In  IdCO  an  edition  of  *^Tli0 
Mariborough  Journal,*  with  MTedtborougfa  titles,  heading-s,  Jbc«  was  pnblialied 
as  *The  Westhorough  Transcript."  This  continued  aiiout  two  years  and  a 
half,  fiir  the  first  eighteen  months  of  whidi.  Mr.  Chas.  H.  Pien.-o  of  WesU 
liorough  was  its  local  editor.  In  1866  the  first  printing-office  was  estabUahed 
by  W.  A.  Ilcmenway*  Soon  after  Chas.  II.  Pierce  entered  into  partnership 
with  him,  and  ''The  Saturday  Evening Chrouot\'pe,'*  the  first  paper  printed  and 
published  in  the  town,  made  its  first  appearance.  Wlib  several  changes  in 
proprietorship  and  a  slight  change  of  name,  it  has  continued  to  the  prcaeni 
time,  and,  under  the  management  of  HuUon  &,  Thurston,  enlarged  and 
improved  as  its  prosperity  has  permitted,  has  come  to  rank  well  among  local 
newspa[)ers,  while  the  printing-office  has  become  an  important  and  remuneca* 
tive  industry. 

Westborougfa  has  always  I)een  an  important  agricultural  town,  from  the  time 
when  its  rich  meadows  attracted  the  eyes  of  the  men  who  felt  themselves 
crowded  in  Sudbury  before  ICGO.  It  has  to-day  some  4.500  acres  under  culti- 
vation, and  an  agricultural  property  of  more  than  a  million  dollars.  Its  agri- 
cultural products  were  estimated  in  1875  at  $22«3.00U.  Of  these,  the  most 
important  is  milk ;  of  which,  iu  the  same  year.  451.501  gallons  were  prodooed, 
valued  at  $76,6l*C.  Three  companies  ship  milk  from  the  station  to  Boston,— 
the  Boston  Milk  Company,  the  Westlx>rough  Milk  Company,  and  Cyrus  Brig^ 
ham  &  Co.  Part  of  the  milk  ^bipi^ed  at  this  (Xiiut  comes  from  adj.  liniug  towns; 
but  the  quantity  sent  from  the  depot  from  April,  IS78.  to  April,  187;^,  was  800,* 
000  gallons,  for  which  more  than  $9S.00«)  was  receired.  This  business  has  been 
ou  the  increase  for  fortv  vears,  bavin?  iu  that  time  trebled  in  amount.  *  It  is 
estimated  that  the  quantity  produced  on  single  farms  has  doubled  iu  twenty 
years  by  superior  cultivation. 
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This  town  has  long  been  more  or  less  n  mercantile  centre.  Tradition 
has  it  that  there  i^^as  a  time  when  Worcester  people  made  their  purchases 
at  the  old  Parkman  stcH^  in  Westborongh,  Worcester  then  being  the  smaller 
town.  The  earliest  ** store"  of  which  any  information  remains  was  kept 
in  a  small  building  erected  by  Capt.  Breck  Parkman,  son  of  the  old  minis- 
ter, between  his  father's  house  and  the  meeting-house.  In  one  part  of  this 
building  he  resided  and  the  other  was  the  village  store.  This  building 
yet  remaii>8  on  South  Street,  and  is  the  residence  of  Patrick  Cr<)nJ9an.  ][q 
due  time  Mr.  Parkman  built  a  larger  house  for  himself  adjoining,  and  used  the 
whole  of  the  old  house  as  a  store.  This  new  residence  was  subsequently 
enlarged  and  raised  to  three  stories,  and  is  now  in  the  rear  of  D.  W,  Forbes*^- 
sleigh  factory.  Subsequently  Breck  Parkman  and  (Judge)  Elijah  Brigham 
built  the  store  on  Main  Street  now  occupied  by  T.  L.  Mason  and  others,,  and 
removed  the  business  there.  When  their  sons  became  of  age  they  dissolved 
partnership,  and  Air.  Parkman  built  the  old  store  on  the  sKe  of  ^  Post-Office. 
Block,'*  where  he  and  his  descendants  continued  in  business  for  many  yearpi. 
In  1833  J.  A.  Fayerweathcr  opened  a  store  in  the  house  now  occupied  hy  Elijah 
Burnap,  and  a  year  later  started  a  stove  and  tin  shop  on  the  site  of  the  present 
Unitarian  Church.  In  1836  he  came  into  the  old  Parkman  store,  where  be 
remained^  with  various  changes  of  firm,  till  1858.  In  1S44  the  lower  part  of 
J.  B.  Kimball's  brick-shop  was  converted  into  a  store  occupied  first  by*^T.  L.  ' 
G.  Hiint^  now  by  Iloman  &  Lunt.  In  1850  a  store  was  built  on  the  site  of 
Central  Block,  and  soon  after  S.  M.  Griggs,  asjjociatcd  for  many  years  with 
Mr.  Fnyerweather,  opened  business,  where  he  still  continues.  Dr.  S.  G,  Henry 
built  the  old  Eagle  Block  in  18.55,  and  established  the  drug  business.  The 
building  was  burned  in  1873  and  a  brick  bh)ck  erected  in  it:%  place.  In  IS^Z  a 
biick  building,  known  as  Union  Block,  was  erected  by  Daveni>ort  &  Burnap, 
just  across  the  railroad ;  this  was  burned  in  1872  and  a  wooden  one  subsequently 
built  on  the  site. 

The  first  steam-power,  aside  from  the  small  attempt  at  -a  thread-factory  at' 
Wcssonville,  was  introduced  by  Geo.  Denny  about  1848,  in  a  mill  erected  on  r 
Brigham  Street,  afterwards  occupied  bj'  R.  G.  Holmes,  and  sliice  1859  by  J* 
B.  Kimball  &  Co. 

•  ■ « 

From  its  small  beginnings,  business  has  increased  until  the  present  goodly 
array  of  stores  and  blocks  around  the  square  and  up  Main  and  Milk  streets  gives 
token,  even  to  the  passing  traveller  on  the  railroad,  of  a  thriving  town.  The 
old  Parkman  store  was  burned  in  1863,  and  the  disaster  raised  some  alarm 
regarding  the  inadequacy  of  protection  against  fire.  The  first  engine  was  pur- 
chased in  1838,  and  was  used  until  1850,  when  it  was  exchanged  for  the  one 
now  used  by  Chauncy  Company.  The  burning  of  the  Parkman  store  resulted 
in  the  purchase,  in  1868,  of  a  steamer,  which  bas  done  valuable  service  since. -  ^ 
Again,  in  June,  1873,  Central  Block  and  Henry  Block  were  destroyed,  leaving 
the  south  side  of  the  square  desolate.    The  buildings  were  soon  rebuilt,  and» 
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Ske  the  Uock  wfckk  takes  the  pb«  «r  the 

Co  their  prcdrccaK»ri.     Aad  the  diaHtmoB 

wolm  tamm  6[  t^se  serctc  kas  ia  1873^  has  st 

«f  fliadia  FomI  vatrr*  which  it  bow  ripiMr  of 
omraBT  hq  mem  block  is  che  vilbsi^ 
■BB«£iclare  of  steisbf  has  faee«  carried  so  fijr  aaajr  years  to 
bsC,  f  31  vitkia  aboat  ivvstr  jars,  oalj  oa  a  mbU  acale.     la  1857  a 
ns  \k3u  an-J  Coraq^  Fxhes  £  Co.  hesaa  to 

dred  de^ha  a  rear.     la  tbe  aext  decade  Forfies  it  Fisher  csfied  the 

ap  to  e^ht  koodred.     Tbe  banami  b  aov  earned  ea  at  this  ataad  hr  D.  W. 

Forbes^  aad  the  aaasil  aataali.ue  is  afaoct  ljO>».    Thefa  aie  three  or  fear 

other  isctoriea  doco^  cocisilenbie  boriaeikK    The  caaiia*  of  1873  represcafa 

the  capital  caplojcd  as  S33«930«  aad  tbe  niae  of  «> 

•53,600. 


krtcffests  of  the  towa.  J.  B.  Eioahall  dc  Co.  besaa  the 
ISB,  baikliB^  a  £hx>  oo  the  had  of  J.  A.  Fj^jervTasher.  opposite  the 
of  J.  IT.  Bbke.  A  fev  rean  hzer  thej  ballt  t!^  brick  shop  as  tbe  coeaer  of 
Maia  aad  \I2k  streets.  Sface  1^9  their  btt»u»?ss  has  beea  coadacted  ia  ita 
pigseat  bcatioQ  oo  Brisbaa  SticeC  The  propertr  is  bow  oaaed  b^  Mi  ii 
Haat  it  Kiaball,  and  :hr2  ha^rirw  cuiied  oa  aoder  the  aane  of  Chas.  B. 
Laacaater.  Tbej  maaafictaTe  at  presest  aboat  1.200  purs  of  boots  per  dajr* 
eBpfefing  two  kuodrcd  hicdsw 

Dauel  F.  X«wtoo  d>i  s  lar^  bosiiiess  ia  tbs  c4J  Eactorr  oa  Otok  Street 
frooi  1510  to  15v»}.  es&pkjTin^*  laosdr  oot  of  the  ^^  fraaa  three  kaadred 
aod  fftr  to  f  «cr  bcr*lred  Viands. 

Geo.  B.  Bn^bom  Lis  uctra  cooncctcd  with  tbe  bualuei»  for  soeae  lixtr  rears, 
aad  siace  1^04  tus  beca  ar  hu  present  stand.  Tbo  bri5;Bess«  ai>w  dr>oe  aader 
the  fin&-iiazse  «.f  Brgbis.  &3<i'J  i,  Co..  aaaoasrs  to  s.buat  $300,000  a 
aod  empIoTs  three  hccJred  pcra«.ss. 

Geo.  Forbes  k  Son  ecipl  -^r  ooe  hiodred  azsd  fiftv  ba»ls«  azid  Ixst  rear 
aCictiired  soods  to  ih?  t^Iuc  of  ^3.'X*\ 

WTthm  the  pre:3eat  jetir  Cn:a.  Rising  «£  Co.  Lare  trassferred  their  busuicsi 
from  Xashoa,  X.  H.,  to  thU  nr^cr.  and.  althoo^  ooC  fulfr  voder  wsr.  are  cvi- 
piojisg  two  basdred  haoJs  ami  YTtikiog  f .»}  piirs  o(  jiioes  a  dar. 

Tbe  manTifiigtare  cf  straw-soods  wa:$  cocnmcnccvl  here  ia  l-i^^S.  Sr  Dates, 
Puker  Si  Co..  emp4':kyizi^  at  £r^  soosc  twclre  mea  aod  thiitr  ^irls  ia  the  fac- 
tory, azid  two  h^inJred  and  dftv  sewers  outside.  Other  ani»  entered  into  tbe 
bosioeas  soon  after,  oust  of  wh*3ai  hare  ceased  to  laaa'j&ctafe.  L.  R.  Btaites, 
of  the  ofigioal  £rm.  is  now  ecnplorio^  ooe  hozdred  and  fiftr  pefsooa  in  his  Cm* 
torr  aod  two  haccrcd  octside.  Sewiag-^zucbizMS  now  d)  the  work  formerly 
rcqaxrios  twcaty  sewers.  In  1573  tbe  raise  of  goods  oaaaaCictBred  br  kin 
|125,0i».  ' 
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Geo.  W.  Smalley  commenced  the  same  mnniifncturo  in  ISCS,  with  $l;000 
capital.  In  1870  be  formed  a  partnership  with  H.  O.  Bernard  of  New  York, 
and  the  ** National  Straw-Works"  began  operations.  An  additional  factory 
was  erected  in  1878,  at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  and  the  business  now  amounts  to 
$1,000,000  a  year,  employing  seven  hundred  persons  in  the  factory  and  as 
many  outside,  and  manufacturing  some  1,750,000  hats  per  year. 

In  18G4  the  First  National  Bank  was  organized,  of  which  J.  A.  Fayerweiitbrr 
has  been  president  from  the  beginning,  and  S.  M.  Griggs  and  Geo.  O.  Brigbam 
successively  cashiers.  The  Savings  Bank,  Cyrus  Fay,  president,  was  organ- 
ized in  1860. 

Westborough,  like  many  of  the  towns  of  Worcester  County,  has  sent  many 
of  its  sons  fm*th  to  do  a  wider  work  than  its  own  domain  could  affoitli  Tho 
brevity  of  this  sketch  will  not  admit  of  detail,  and  I  only  mention  tho  names 
of  two,  of  whom  the  world  knows  the  history,  —  Eli  Whitney  of  cotton-^in 
fame,  born  in  Westborough  Dec.  8,  17(55 ;  and  Horace  Maynard,  late  of 'Ten- 
nessee, now  United  States  Minister  to  Turkey,  who  was  bom  here  Aug«'80, 
1814. 

This  outline  of  the  history  of  Westborough  has  reached  its  limits.  It  is 
nocessaril}'  incomplete,  having  been  gathered  only  in  the  intervals  of  pressing 
work  of  another  kind ;  but  it  is  believed  to  l>o  correct  in  all  important  matters. 
Tho.aiithor  wishes  to  acknowledge  his  indebtedness  to  those  who  havcreiidercci 
y:i1uablo  assistance ;  especially  to  the  town  clerk,  Hon.  S.  M.  Griggs,  for  vdim- 
blo  and  constant  aid  in  collecting  material;  to  Messrs.  £.  M.  Phillips,  D«*F. 
Newton,  J.  A.  Fayerweather,  Cyrus  Fay,  Rev.  B.  A.  Greene,  C  H.  Pierce, 
and  many  others;  who  have  furnished  statements  on  special  topics  or  rendered 
the  aid  of  personal  recollection,  family  record,  or  society  minutes.  The  history 
of  WestboroQgh,  though  meagre  in  incident  and  adventure,  is  a  history  of 
steady  and  substantial  advancement,  of  which,  we  may  trust,  the  future  will 
not  prove  unworthy. 


.♦f- 


90a  TOWN  OF  WEST  BOTLSIOX. 


WEST    BOYLSTON 


9f  HOBATIO  HOUOHTON,  ESa 


CHAPTER  L 
Fosrnosr  akd  aspect  of  the  towh — oo2a>iTT02r  at  ixcorpobatiox — tclla- 

0E8  —  BAILEOAM  —  SCHOOL  -  HOUSES  —  SOCIETIES     AND     ORGANIZATIONS 

SEUOIOUS    AFFAIRS  —  WATER-POWER  —  BUSINESS    ENTERPRISES  —  AGRICUL- 
TURE —  TEMPESTS. 

This  town  is  sitonted  seven  miles  from  Worcester,  by  which  it  is  bonndcd 
on  the  south,  on  the  east  by  Boylston,  on  the  north  by  Sterling,  and  on  the 
west  by  Holden.  In  territory  it  is  al>out  6vo  miles  in  length,  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  about  three  and  a  half  miles  in  width,  from  east  to  west.  The 
natural  scener}*  of  the  town  is  multiform  and  somewhat  romantic  in  appear- 
ance,  diversified  with  hills  and  valleys,  and  in  all  directions  interspersed  with 
springs  and  streams  of  water,  suited  to  the  wants  and  convenience  of  its 
inhabitants.  Much  of  its  soil  is  fertile,  and,  with  skilful  management  and  culti- ' 
vation,  amply  repays  the  labor  of  the  industrious  husbandman. 

Its  territory  was  first  settled,  by  white  men,  about  1720.  It  was  incor- 
porated as  a  town  in  January,  1808,  from  territory  taken  from  Boylston, 
Ilolden  and  Sterling.  The  part  from  Boylston  originally  belonged  to  Shrews- 
bury, that  from  Holdcn  to  Worcester,  and  that  from  Sterling  to  Lancaster^' ' 
At  the  date  of  its  incorporation  it  contained  98  dwelling-houses,  about  600 
inhabitants,  IGO  ratable  polls,  and  103  legal  voters.  There  were  thteio  ' 
Hchool-houses,  one  church,  one  cotton-mill,  two  grist-mills,  two  saw-mills,  one 
clothier's  mill,  one  tannery,  four  blacksmith  and  one  cabinet  maker  shops, 
two  book-binderies,  three  stores  and  one  tavern. 

There  were  sixty  farmers,  ten  or  twelve  mechanics,  several  laborers,  one 
clergyman,  and  but  one  person  of  foreign  birth. 

The  present  population  is  about  2,900,  with  a  valuation  in  1879  of  $1,021,- 
110.     Number  of  polls,  662;  legal  voters,  410.  '  - 

The  town  is  composed  of  several  different  villages.     West  Boylston  proper 
comprises  the  Central,  Valley,  Lower  Factory,  Depot,  and  the  old  common  ' 
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villages,  and  makes  about  two-thirds  of  tho  town.     Oakdale  covers  also  the 
village  of  Ilarrisville,  and  makes  the  other  one-third  of  tho  town. 

The  Worcester  and  Nashua  Eailroad  passes  through  the  town*  from  south  to 
north,  with  a  station  both  at  West  Boylston  and  Oakdalc.  There  is  a  post- 
office  located  near  each  station,  designated  by  tho  same  name  as  the  station. 
Tho  Massachusetts  Central  Railroad  was  laid  out  and  partly,  graded  about  nino 
years  ago,  passing  through  the  town  from  east  to  west.  Since  that  time  its 
condition  has  remained  unaltered,  with  no  immediate  prospects  of  being 
finished.  Should  it  ever  be  put  in  operation  it  will  add  much  to  the  facilities 
of  our  manufacturers  for  truisportation,  as  it  is  located  in  nearer  proximity  to 
our  mills  than  the  Worcester  and  Nashua  road.  As  tho  town  subscribed  to 
the  stock  of  the  Central  road  tho  sum  of  $4G,400,  it  veiy  naturally  feels  much 
interest  in  the  road  being,  at  some  time,  put  into  operation. 

A  town  hall  is  one  of  the  needs  of  thd  town,  it  never  having  owned  one. 
For  the  past  ihirty-four  years  ils  meetings  have  been  held  in  '^Tl^omas  Hall^'!. 
a  building  belonging  to  the  Congregational  Society,  and  being  the  largest  ball 
in  the  town. 

A  public  library  was  established  in  1878,  with  about  1,200  volumes,  and 
with  a  good  prospect  of  future,  growth  and  usefulness.  For  the  present  this 
library  is  only  opepcd  one  afternoon  .and  evening  each  week.  ' 

The  town  has  ton  school-houses ;  four  of  them  are  two  stories  and  six  of  one 
story.  The  double  and  one  single-room  houses  were  bqilt  but  a  few  year^ 
since,  with  the  modern  improvements  of  recitation  and  ante-brooms,' and  the 
several  basements  fini:«hed  off  for  play-rooms,  &c.  The  other  houses  aro 
comparatively  new;  so  that  the  town  has.  fourteen  fine  sdiool-rdoms,  amply 
sufficient  for  all  its  scholars,  and  feels  pride  in  its  school  accommodations.  For 
the. past  two  years  the  town  has  supported  two  high  schools  of  forty  weeksr 
each,  and  nine  lower  grade  schools  of  thirty  weeks  each,  during  each  year,  and 
thus  leaving  three  school-rooms  not  in  use. 

There  is  in  town  a  Masonic  Lodge,  the  Boylston,  the  dispensation  for  form- 
ing which  was  granted  March  8, 1876.  The  lodge  have  fitted  up  and  furnished 
very  tsistefully  a  hall  over  the  Baptist  church,  for  their  use. 

The  ''  Centennial  Lodge ''  of  Odd  Fellows  was  instituted  here  Oet.  24,  1876t 
and  holds  its  meetings  in  the  Masonic  Hall.. 

A  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Post  was  oi*ganized  here  soon  after  the  clo80< 
of  the  war,— the  "George  D.  Wells  Post,  No.  28.'^  They  have  a  very  neat 
and  pretty  hall,  located  in  the  Valley  Village. 

There  are  five  religious  societies  in  the  town.  The  first  one  formed  was  the 
Congregationalist,  who  built  their  first  house  of  worship  on  the  old  common, 
which  was  dedicated,  and  the  society  was  orpranized  as  the  second  precinct  of 
Boylston,  Sterling  and  Ilolden,  Jan.  1,  171)5;  and  in  Oclolter*  1797,  Rev. 
William  Nash  was  settled,  with  a  yearly  salary  of  $333.33.  Mr.  Naah  remained 
until  1815,  when  be  was  dismissed  ajt  his  own  request.    Tho  society  romained 
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without  ft  settled  pastor  until  Feb.  28,  1821,  the  pulpit  bcin^  supplied  bf 
several  candidates.  At  the  last  date  Rev.  John  Boardman  was  ordained  as 
|Mstor.  lu  August,  1831,  the  meeting-house  of  this  society  was  struck  by 
lightning,  and  burned.  At  this  time  there  were  in  the  society  two  elements,— 
ynitariau  and  Calvinistic.  The  Calvinists  being  in  the  majority,  and  the 
business  of  the  town  having  drawn  more  of  its  iK>puIation  to  build  and  settle 
near  the  river,  they  decided  to  build  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  finished 
their  house  (brick)  in  1832.  Mr.  Boardman  remained  until  1834,  when  he 
was  dismu»8ed ;  and  Rev.  Elijah  Paine  was  settled,  and  remained  until  Sept. 
14,  1836,  when  he  died  very  suddenly.  In  1837  Mr.  Brown  Emerson  was 
ordained.  He  was  dismissed  at  his  own  request,  Ninr.  6, 1839.  Rev.  Joseph  W. 
Cross  was  the  next  minister,  settled  March  11,  1840,  and  remained  as  pastor 
until  March  16,  1859,  when  he  was  dismissed.  Ho  has  been  followed  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  H.  M.  Hitchcock,  J.  H.  Fitts,  Wilbur  Johnson,  William  W.  Parker, 
and  Francis  J.  Fairbank,  who  is  the  presi^nt  pastor. 

<The .Baptist  Society  was  formed  in  1813,  and  their  church  was  organized  in 
1819,  up  to  which  time  they  had  not  maintdued  regular  preaching.  They 
bujlt  their  present  commodious  house  of  worship  in  1832. 

Since  1819  the  pastors  huvo  been :  Rev.  Messrs.  Nicholas  Branch,  Allen 
Hough,  C.  C.  P.  Crosby,  Abial  Fisher,  Joseph  G.  Binncy,  Lorenzo  O.  Lovell, 
Sewell  S.  Cutting,  Leonard  Tracy,  Kazlctt  Arvine,  Timothy  C.  Tingiey,  Zenas 
P,.  Wild,  George  R.  Darrow,  J.  M.  Follott,  Charles  F.  Holbrook,  .Edwin 
Bromley,  George  Colesworthy,  Isaac  Sawyer,  and  Alvau  M.  Crane,  who  is  the 
l)rcs(^ut  pastor. 

.'The  Methodist  Society  was  formed,  and  they  held  meetings  in  the  church  on 
the  old  common,  and  in  a  hall  at  Oakdalc,  for  several  years  before  they  built 
the  present  neat  house  of  worslup  in  the  village  of  Oakdale,  in  1838.  Rev. 
David  Higgins  was  their. pastor  in  1854,  and  ho  has  been  followed  by  the  fol- 
lowing gentlemen:  Revs.  J.  H.  Gaylord,  J.  B.  Bigelow,  J.  W.  Coolidge, 
T.  J.  AlOiQtt,  Daniel  Atkins,  Burtis  Judd,  Walter  Wilkie,  Wm.  P.  Blackmer, 
L.  A.^Bosworth,  and  William  Pentecost,  the  present  pastor. 

The  Catliolic  Society,  built  their  house  of  worship  about  twenty  years  sfnee, 
but  for  several  years  had  no  resident  pastor, —  the  place  being  supplied  by  - 
priests  from  abroad.     About  six  years  since.  Rev.   Father  A.  J.  Derbuel  ' 
located,  and  has  since  resided  here,  taking  charge  of  the  society. 

The  Liberal  Society  was  formed  about  the  time  of  the  burning  of  the  meeting- 
house on  the  old  common^  in  1831,  and  they  re-built  the  present  meeting-house 
there  in  1832,  making  three  churches  built  in  the  town  the  same  year.  They 
never  settled  a  ministert  but,  for  a  few  years,  had  clergymen  of  both  Unitarian 
and  Universalist  sentiments,  to  preach.  In  1859  Rev.  J.  II.  Willis,  Univcrsdlist, 
came  here,  and  preached  until  1862.  With  this  exception,  the  society  has  had 
no  stated  preaching,  for  ovor  thirty-five  years.  Other  denominations  have  used 
the  bouse  for  a  few  months  at  a  time,  and  the  society  has  kept  up  its  organ- 
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ization  by  nn  annual  election  of  parish  officers.  The  bouse  is  a  very  neat  ahd 
commodious  one,  and  stands  in  much  the  best  location  in  town  for  a  public 
building. 

The  town  is  favored  with  a  large  water-power,  afforded  by  two  rivers,  which 
unite  in  this  town,  and  form  the  south  branch  of  the  Nashua  River.  The  first  ' 
is  the  Quinnepoxet  River,  which  comes  in  from  Ilolden,  and  on  which  arclhreo 
cotXon-mills,  dcscril>cd  hereafter.  The  second  is  the  Stillwater  River,  from 
Sterling,  on  which  are  situated  the  mi-lls  of  the  West  Boylston  Manufacturing 
Company.  At  a  short  distance  below  their  mills  these  two  streams  unite,  and^ 
after  flowing  about  two  miles,  enter  the  town  of  Boylston.  On  the  main 
stream,  at  the  (central  village,  is  a  cotton-mill  and  kirgo  grist-mill.  Below 
these  are  the  c<>tton-mills  no^  known  as  the  Clarendon  Mills. 

Beside  the  power  afforded  by  these  largo  streams,  there  is  a'  small  stream 
called  **  Maiden  Brook,"  which  affords  power  enough,  nearly  all >  the  year,  to- 
run,  first,  a  small  mill  with  machinery  for  making  exceUior,  for  filling  bcd:<; 
second,  a  saw  and  shingle  mill ;  and  below  is  a  third  privilege,  ofi  which  there 
was  2^  shoddy-mill,  destroyed  1)3' fire  about  a  year  ago. 

Over  the  largo  streams  the  town  has  five  bridges.  The  lower  one,  on  the 
Nashua,  is  a  stone  bridge  of  three  arches,  built  in  1856,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$4,C00.  This  is  known  as  the  "Beaman  Bridge,**  and  is  a  fine,  8nbstai>tial 
structure,  promising  to  endure  for  many '  genenition^.  Next,  at  tho<'Kntrat 
village,  is  an  iron  bridge  of  one  hundred  feet  span,  built  four  years  aga,'ttt  a 
cost  of  over  $3,000.  It  is  also  a  fine  and  strong  piece  of  work^  The  other 
three  bridges  are  built  of  wood, —  one  over  the  Stillwater  River  at  Oahdalcs 
and  two  over  the  Q^iinncpoxet  River  at  Ilarrisville, —  all  of  them  about  fifty 
feet  span.  The  town  has  voted  to  replace  the  one  over  the  Stillwater  with  an 
iron  bridge,  the  present  season,  and  no  doubt  a  substantial  structure  will  soon 
appear  in  place  of  the  old  wooden  style  of  the  last  century.  » 

The  first  cottourmill  to  be  noticed  is  that  of  S.  R.  War  field,  on  the  Qiiinnn*  • 
ppxet  River,  and  near  Ilolden  liive.  At  this  point  a*  saw-mill  bad  been 
established,  and  operated  for  more  than  fi)rty  years.  In  18G8,  Mr.  Warfield 
having  bought  iho  farm,  with  the  saw-mill  and  farm-buildings  therebn,  com- 
menced the  erection  of  a  cotton-mill,  which  he  put  iii  operation  that  year.  It 
is  a  small  mill,  built  of  wood,  with  the  capacity  of  1,500  spindles,  is  run  for  the 
manufacture  of  satinet  warps,  and  employs,  on  an  average,  fifteen  Iiands. 

The  second  mill,  also  on  the  Quinnepoxet  River,  is  the  now  mill  of  L.  M. 
Harris  &  Co.  This  is  a  fine  substantially-built  mill,  of  stone  with  brick 
trimmings,  put  into  oiieration  in  October,  1874.  The  dam  was  built  the 
previous  year,  and,  with  the  mill^  made  a  new  establisbment.  It  has  the 
capacity  of  4,474  spindles,  and  is  oaed  for  the  manufacture  of  light  cotton- 
sheetings. 

The  third  mill  is  also  on  the  same  stream,  and  bchmgs  to  the  Messrs.  Iltvrris* 
It  is  a.  stone  mill,  built  in  1854.     At  this  jx^int  a  saw*mill  wan  built  by  IL*nry  * 
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Holt  about  fifty  yean  ago.  A  few  years  afterwards  ho  enlarged  his  bufldings, 
and  put  in  machinery  for  making  cotton  yarn.  In  1845  tho  MesstB.  Ilarria 
bought  the  mill,  farm»  and  tenemonts*  and  continued  the  manufacture  of  jimi* 
In  1847  they  commenced  the  maoufacturo  of  cloth.  In  1853  tho  milU  which 
was  built  of  wood,  was  burned.  They  rc-built,  of  stone,  in  1854,  on  a  larger 
scale,  aiid  had  their  machinery  in  operation  in  just  one  year  from  the  time  of 
the  fire.  This  mill  contains  8,648  spindles,  and  is  used  also  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  light  cotton  sheetings.  The  two  mills  employ  one  hundred  operati^i^, 
and,  with  tho  tenements  and  houses  surrounding  them,  are  known  as  the  yillago 
of  Harrisville. 

The  fourth  establishment  is  situated  in  the  village  of  Oakdale,  on  the  Still- 
water jRiver,  and  is  an  incorporated  company,  known  as  the  West  Boylstim 
Manufacturing  Company.  Tboy  have  a  very  substantial  cotton-mill,  built  of 
stone  in  1872,  and  a  woolen-mill,  built  of  brick  the  same  year.  The  cotton- 
mill  contains  15,000  spiAdtos,  and  is  used  for  the  manufacture  of  various  fancy 
cotton  goods.  The  woolen-^nill  contains  five  sets  of  machinery,  used  for  the 
manufacture  of  satinets.  In  these  two  mills  the  comimuy  employ  375  himds. 
They  were  first  incorporated  in  1814,  for  the  manufacture  of  wire  and  cotton 
good^.  The  mauufiicture  of  wiro  was  never  entered  into,  and  it  would  seem 
that  no  business,  of  any  kind  was  very  energetically  carried  on,  as  the  charter 
was  allowed  to  expire  by  neglecting  to  make  the  annual  choice  of  oflBcers.  In 
18^3  the  company  was  re-chortered,  and  the  first  brick  mill  was  built  in  1821. 
Previous  to  this  time  there  had  only  been  u  small  wooden  mill,  in  whidh  yam 
had  l>ecn  made.  In  1825  the  first  looms  were  put  into  the  mill,  after  which  all 
the  several  parts  of  the  work  of  making  cloth  was  done  by  machinery  in  tbisi 
mill,  and  tho.  business  was  very  successful  for  a  few  years.  About  the  last  of 
the  year  1839  the  mill  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire;  It  was  re-built  on 
about  the  same  scale  tho  next  season.  lu  1868  the  company  built  an  additional 
ipill  of  £ftonc,  and  increased  the  pond  to  several  times  its  previous  capacity,-  by 
raiding  their  dam.  On  Sept.  7,  1871,  the  whole  establishment  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  being,  the  most  disastrous  fire  which  has  ever  occurred  in  tho  towui. 
TJtie  company  re-built,  as  first  stated,  in  1872. 

Besides  the  waters  of  tho  Stillwater,  this  company  control  and  utilize  tho 
water  of  the  Qiunnepox^et  River,  by  a  dam  and  canal  which  turn  the  water  of 
the  last  8ti:eam,  into  t ho ir  large  pond.  On  this  canal  they  have  also  a  steal! 
bripk  mill,  used  for  making  shoddy.  The  company  also  control  the  Waters 
from  the  Washacum  lakes  in  Sterling,  the  waters  in  which  can  Ix)  raised,  by  a 
short  dam,  about  four  feet  above  their  natural  level ;  thus  forming  a  largo 
reservoir  of  water  to  be  dmwn  from  in  times  of  low  water.  The  company  have 
also  put  in  their  mills  a  large  steam-cngiue,  for  use  whenever  a  dry  season  may 
leave  them  short  of  water-power.  In  addition  to  their  mills;  the  company  owns 
tw9nty-six  houses,  foUr  barns,  a  large  and  substantial  brick  storeboUse,  and  a 
brick  store  and  house  combined. 
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About  sixteen  of  their  houses  have  been  recently  built,  and  contain  from  two 
to  four  tenements  each. . 

On  the 'Nashua  Elver,  at  the  Central  Village,  is  another  excellent  privilege 
and  water-power.  On  the  south  side  is  the  cotton-mill  of  E.  W.  Holbrooft, 
who  owns  one-half  of  the  privilege.  On  the  north  side  is  the  large  grist-mill 
of  R.  G.  Cowce,  who  owns  ihe  other  half  of  this  power. 

In  the  place  where  the  cotton-mill  now  btands  was  located  one  of  the  safr- 
mills  erected  hofiire  the  town  was  incorporated.  A  few  years  afterwards 
Ezckiel  Pierce  and  brother,  erected  here  a  scythe  factory,  putting  in  the  Grst 
triivbammer  used  in  the  vicinity,  and  running  their  scythe  works  until  IS.*)!. 
In  this  year.  Dr.  John  Smith  and  Ephraim  Bigelow  bought  out  the  works, 
took  away  the  scythe  shop,  and  erected  a  cotton  mill,  which  was  finished  and 
put  in  operation  the  following  year,  —  Mr.  Bigelow  having  made  cotton  yarn, 
.over  the  saw-mill,  for  a  few  years  previously. 

In  1841,  these  mills  passed  into  the  hands  of  E.  W.  Ilolbrook  and  Oliver 
Eldrcdge,  who  owned  them,  and  they  were  run  under  the  superintendence  of' 
Mr,  Holbrook  until  Jan.  9,  1848,  when  they  were  destroyed  by  fire. 

In  1853,  they  were  i-cbuilt  by  Mr.  Ilolbrook,  and  were  started  up  in  1854, 
since  when  they  have  been  operated  by  him  for  the  manufacture  of  light  cotton 
sheetings.  They  contain  three  tbout>aud  two  hundred  spindles,  and  give  eiti* 
ploy  mcnt  to  forty-seven  hands.  •     '       •     •   i 

On  the  north  side  of  this  power,  a  grist-mill,  and  a  small  clothiers*  mill^ 
had  been  burned  in  1801.  The  grist-mill  had  long  been  known  as  the 
**IIarthan  Mills,"  to  a  wide  section  of  country  about  them.  '  A  new  grist-mill 
on  an  improved  plan  was  erected  at  once,  and  a  small  mill,  run  as  a  fulling-^ 
mill,  was  also  erected,  and  operated  for  a  few  years  by  Oliver  Moore.  It  was 
afterwards  used  for  a  few  years  by  Samuel  Flagg  as  a  machine-shop.  In  18439 
the  Messrs.  Harris,  ^ince  removed  to  Oakdale,  commenced  the  making  of  cottota 
yarn  in  this  mill,  and  continued  until  1847,  when  both  the  grist  and  cotton-miHi 
were  again  destroyed  by  fire.  The  cotton-mill  has  never  been  re-builti  In  (bo 
upper  story  of  the  grist-mill,  at  the  time  of  the  fire,  was  machinery  used  for 
making  twine  and  wicking;  which,  with  the  grist-mill,  bad  been  own^  and 
run  for  a  few  years  by  Childs  &  Densmore. 

Nothing  was  done  about  rebuilding  the  grist-mill  for  about  three  years,  and 
a  small  run  of  stone:?,  for  grinding  grain,  was  put  into  the  basement  of  IMr. 
Holhrook's  machine-shop,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  run  until  1850. 
In  that  year  Mr.  R.  G.  Cowee,  from  Gardner,  came  here  and  built  the  present 
valuable  mill,  which  ha3  the  reputation .  of  being  the  best  mill,  within  a  circuit 
of  many  miles,  for  making  flour  and  grinding  grains  of  every  kind.  For 
some  3'ears  after  its  erection  the  upper  story  was  used  for  mechanical  pur- 
poses,—  making  of  weather-strips,  &c.,  —  but  for  ten  years  past,  Mr.  CowM 
has  used,  not  only  all  of  thia  building,  but  has  put  up  additional  ones  for  his' 
business. 
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.Tho  sixth  cstablidbmcnt  to  be  noticed,  is  what  is^nnw  known  as  the  ClAreodon 
Mills,  situated  on  the  Nashua  Rivct,  at  the  place  termed  the  Lower  Eactorjr. 
Yillage.  At  this  point  was  located  the  cotton  mill  spoken  of  as  being  in  town 
at  the  time  of  its  iucorporution.  The  waters  of  the  river  are  turued  from  their 
natural  course,  about  half  a  mile  alM>ve  these  mills,  into  a  Iicauliful  artificisl 
bijtsin ;  and  after  pcrfonuiug  tbeir  legitimate  duties  in  driving  the  machinery  of  : 
these  mills,  flow  through  a  canal  for  u  mile  below,  before  emptying  again  into 
the  main  stream. 

The  works  were  first  started  in  1793,  by  jSlajor  Beaman,  to  oi^enite  a  grist-; 
mill  and  a  saw-mill.     The  grist-mill  was  in  a  few  years  removed  to  give  place, 
to  the  etittou-mill,  but  the  saw-mill  remained,  and  was  in  operation  until  . 
about  ten  years  since.     The  exact  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  cotton 
manufacture  has  been  lost,  but  it  was  probably  about  the  beginning  of  the 
century. 

(7|i  to  1810,  however,  nothing  had  heon  done  beyond  making  yam,  ready  for 
weaving  by  machinery.  All  the  cloth  bad  been  woven  in  looms  operated  by 
band,  and  tbis  had  l>een  done  in  families  for  this  mill,  some  of  them  taking  the  : 
yam  for  many  miles  to  their  homes.  In  1819,  twelve  looms  were  put  into 
successOil  operation  in  this  mill,  and  from  that  time  no  doubt  tbe  town  can  date 
the  rapid  growth  of  tbe  cotton  manufacture,  which  is,  and  evidently  will  long 
be,  the  leading  industry  of  tbe  town. 

A  company  was  incor[)oratcd.  for  this  mill  al)out  tbis  time,  known  ^  the 
Beaman  Manufacturing  Company,  and  continued  in  existence  until  1873. 

In  1847  and  1848,  the  first  i)iirt  of  the  present  mills,  built  of  brick,  was  erected, 
and  tbe  wi;*gs  were  added  in  1854.     The  old  mill  was  cut  up  and  moved  from 
the  old  spot,  and  fiui&hcd  off  for  dwellinirs  in  1848..    Tbe  present  mills  being  , 
located  some  forty  rods  below -the  old  ones,  the  pond  was  enlarged  to  more  than 
twice  its  former  capacity,  thus  covering  the  old  mill-site.  , 

Owing  to  tbe  losses  and  embarrassments  occasioned  by  the  great  Boston  fire, 
these  mills  changed  ownership,  and  a  new  company  was  formed  in  1874,  sineo  . 
then  known  as  the  Clarendon  Mills.  They  have  the  capacity  of  10,592  spindles, 
and  give  employment  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  operatives.  They  manufacture 
duck,  (iheetings,  drillings  and  counterpat)cs ;  and  are  uiKler  the  superinteud- 
encq  of  Mr.  George  M.  Louric,  resident  agent. 

These  mills  are  very  delightfully  situated  in  what  has  ever  proved  to  l>e  one   • 
of  the  healthiest  parts  of  the  town ;  and  with  its  pretty  pond,  buildings  and 
avenues,  lined  and  shaded  by  trees  planted  more  than  half  a  century  ago,  it. 
strikes  the  eye  of  tbe  passing  traveller  as  a  beautiful  and  romantic  view.     Trbis  ; 
mill,  too,  has  a  large  steam-engine  attached,  of  sufficient  pnwer  to  run.i^bout 
knlf  j^(  their  machinery,  which  can  be  gsed  at  any  time  when  the  water-i>ower 
may  fail. 

Another  item  in  connection  with  these  mills  is  worth  giving.     Miss  Parney 
Underwood  commenced  work  in  them,  over  sixty  years  ago,  and  has  been  an 
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operative  nearly  every  day  since;  and  at  this  time,  by  her  active,  vigorous 
appearance,  gives  promise  of  being  able  to  perform  ber  duties  there  for  another' 
score  of  years. 

Next  to  the  cotton,  the  manufacture  of  boots  has  l>een  for  many  years  the 
leading  industry  of  the  town.  AI>out  1842,  a  two-horse  team  was  employed  in 
hauling  boot  stock  from  Worcester  to  this  town,  where  the  boots  were  bot- 
tomed and  returned.  This  business  continued  to  increase  from  j'ear  to  year, 
until  there  were  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  cases,  or  twenty«-ono  hundred 
pairs  of  boots  thus  bottomed  per  day  for  Worcester  manufacturers,  requiring 
the  use  of  ten  horses  and  four  men  for  transporting  to  and  from  the  city.  The 
present  Reason  this  pnrt  of  the  business  is  not  as  good,  there  being  only  about 
sixty  cases  per  day  bottomed  for  the  Worcester  parties. 

In  1850,  a  boot  manufactory  was  erected  near  the  depot  in  this  town,  making 
about  fifty  ciises  of  boots  per  day.  This  shop  was  operated  by  different  parties, 
until  about  five  years  since.  It  is  now  idle.  In- 1856  a  second  establishment 
was  built  6n  the  north  side  of  the  river,  making  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  cases 
per  day,  up  to  Jan.  23,  18G6,  when  it  was  burned.  A  still  larger  shop  was 
built  the  same  season,  and  steam-power  was  added. 

Their  manuraetures  were  increased,  so  that  over  two  hundred  cases  per  day 
have,  some  of  the  time,  been  made.     In  1878  this  company  failed;  but  soon- 
after,  making  a  compromise  with  its  creditor;^,  business  was  resumed  on  a  Smaller 
scale,  and  it  is  now  turning  out  about  fifty  cases  per  day. 

There  are  aUo  in  this  shop,  two  hands  employed  in  mainufacturiug  machine- 
awls.  '/  '  • 

An  establishment  for  the  manufacture  of  ladies'  shoes  was  commenced  at 
Oakdale  about  twenty  years  since,  which  gradually  increased  until,  in  1870, 
about  twenty  hands  were  employed,  using  machinery  driven  by  steam-powor. 
This  company  failed  in  1876,  and  the  shop  is  now  unoccupied. 

The  manufacture  of  hand-made  oak  bnskets  has  been  carried,  on  in  this'  town 
for  more  than  sixty  years.  Within  a  few  years  the  making  of  large  baskets  for 
use  in  woolen  mills  has  made  the  business  of  more  importance  than  in  the  time 
when  baskets  were  only  wanted  for  doniestie  uses.  In  former  times  a' two- 
bushel  basket  wasnbout  as  large  as  any  one  wished  for,  but  they  are  now  made 
to  hold  twenty  or  thirty  bushels,  and  the  manufacture  gives  constant  Employ- 
ment to  about  ten  persons  in  this  town. 

There  is  one  establishmont  in  which  steam-power  is  used  to  manufacture  stop- 
motions  or  warp-stop  machines,  a  well-known  machine  in  use  in  all  cotton^mills.. 
Their  manufacture  was  commenced  about  forty  years  ago,  and  has  employed 
about  four  hands. 

In  connection  with  this  work,  the  business  of  making  school  apparatus  was 
carried  on  for  many  years  previous  to  April,  1868,  when  a  fire  destroyed  not 
only  the  building,  in  which  the  business  was  carried  on,  but  all  the  machineiy^ 
tools,  patterns,  and  guides  for  making  the  same,  and  when  the  cstablisbtncnt 
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was  rcrbuilt  tbo  next  }*ear«  ouly  the  roaaufocture  of  stop-motions  was  resamed. 
The  monufacturo  of  grain  fanntng-mtlls,  was,  for  many  years,  carried  on  irt 
town,  giving  employment  to  from  one  to  three  persons.  For  the  past  three 
years  none  have  liecn  made  in  town.    . 

An  cstablibhmout  for  the  manufacture  of  churcb  and  parlor  organs  was  com- 
menced here  about  fiflcon  years  since,  in  connection  with  the  mannfiicture  of 
what-not^,  brackets,  aniil  other  ornaments,  and  a  small  water-power  was  used- 
for  running  the  machinery.  As  this  foiled  at  dry  seasons  of  the  year,  a  small 
steam-power  was  added  two  or  three  years  since*  . 

There  are  now  lu  town  about  eighty  forms  of  from  thirty  to  two  hundred  acres 
each.  On  these  the  business  of  fiirmiug,  in  its  various  branches,  is  nearly  tlie 
exclusive  occupation  of  their  owners ;  while  there  are  obout  twenty  smaller 
&rms,  of  from  fifteen  to  thirty  acres,  which  occupy  the  time  and  attention  of  the 
owners  a  |)art  of  the  time,  tbo  business. being  combined  with  some  mechanical 
work  — the  largest  share,  of  boot-bottoming.  Of  the  larger  fiirmers  a  major- 
ity sell  their  milk,  the  same  being  delivered  from  door  to  door  in  the  town,  in 
which  service  there  are  six  teams  engaged  for  two  or  three  hours  each  morning. 
In 'Worcester  there  are  five  regular  routes  supplied  by  as  many  teanos  from  this 
town  ;  and  the  largo  farmers  at  the  north  part  of  the  town,  deliver  their  milk 
to  the  cars  at  Sterling  Junction  forBoston  market. 

.  But  a  small  ampuut  of  butter  and  cheese  is  made  beyond  home  wants.  The 
great  grain  staples  of  wheat  and  corn  are  not  raised  to  nearly  as  great  an 
extent  as  they  were  fifty  3'ears  ago.  Vegetables  for  Worcester  and  home 
market  are  probobly  the  leading  farm  products  of  the  town.  From  old  records: 
we  learn  ^tbot  in  ISOS,  and  previous  to  that  time,  not  less  than  three  thou^nd 
bnshcls  of  rye  were  annually  produced  in  the  town,  with  about  the  same  quan- 
tity of  opni  and  oats,  and  during  the  winter  season  the  farmers  transported' 
consideri^ble  quantities  of  rye-meal  to  Boston,  about  40  miles,  for  which  they 
could. realize  $1.25  per  bushel."  **  At  that  time,  too,  large  quantities  of  cider- 
were  mod^. and  sold  for  $1.00  to  $2.00  per  barrel.  It  was  then  considered  a 
necessary  article  for  common  use,  and  ahuost  every  f  imily  used  severol  barrolti 
annually.  •  Most  of  the  largt)  farmers  considered  a  cider-mill  to  be  a  necessary 
appendage  to  their  farm,  and  would  feel  themselves  greatly  deficient  if  not  in 
possessionof  this  convenience.'' 

There  were  not  less  than  thirty  of  these  mills  in  the  town;,  now  there  are 
but  three.  At  that  time,  grafted  fruit-trees  were  unknown ;  now  but  few  trees 
.of  natural  fruit  are  allowed  to  grow. 

On  Sept.  23,  1815,  occurred  what  has  been  termed  '^the  great  blow,**  which 
was  severely  felt  in  this  vicinity.  It  was  very  destructive  in  its  effects^  caus- 
ing great  damage  to  the  community  in  the  destruction  of  fruit  and  forest  trcd*, 
buildings  and  fences.  The  fruit  of  all  kinds  was.  nearly  all  blown  from  tho 
trees,  while  both  fruit  and  forest  trees  were  in  largo  quantities  uprooted  .aaid: 
destroyed.     Traces  of  this  tempest  are  yet  to  be  seen,  showing  where  such 
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trees  were  uprooted.     It  was  undoubtedly  the  most  destructive  tornado  which 
has  ever  occurred  .in  New  Eugland,  as  it  extended  over  a  large  portion  of  it. 

About  five  j'cars  since,  a  whirlwind  or  tornado,  starting  somewhere  some 
ten  miles  south-west  of  us,  passed  through  this  town,  making  a  narrow  path  of 
a  few  feet  only,  tearing  up  and  twisting  off  trees  in  its  course,  several  of 
which  were  of  large  size ;  but  fortunately  it  only  injured  two  buildings  in  itii 
course,  and  those  slightly*  After  passing  through  this  town,  it  appears-  to 
have  spent  most  of  its  force,  but  extended  some  eight  or  ten  miles  north- 
easterly beyond  the  town  limits. 


CHAPTER  II. 

THE  TOWX  IN  THE  CTVIL  WAR  —  NOTED  INHABIT AXTS  —  OLD  BUILDINGS  — 
FIRES — POLITICAL  RECORD  —  PECULIAR  SCENERY  —  COLD  SPRING — VENER-f 
ABLE    TREES. 

On  the  news  being  received  that  Fort  Sumter  had  fallen,  and  that  the  prcsi* 
dent  would  issue  a  call  for  troops,  an  informal  meeting  of  the  inhabitunts*  was 
called  and  held  at  once  in  the  Baptist  vestry,  to  consult  and  advise  on  the  best 
methods  to  pursuo  in  the  cmorgcncy.  The  meeting  was  a  very  fall  and 
earnest  one,  all  seeming,  as  one  man,  to  bo  ready  to  meet  the  nc^ds  of  the 
hour  with  all  the  energy  and  means  at  their  disposal.  There  had  been  in  the 
town  for^several  years  one  volunteer  military  company,  and  some  of  the  time 
two,' and  the  town  had,  too,  the  valuable  aid  and  advice  of  Gcn.  E.  M.  Ilosttier, 
who  for  mriny  years  had  lieen  connected  with  our  volunteer  soldiery,  which 
thus  gave  the  town  the  advantage  of  sending  many  men  into  tliO  field,  in  the 
first  years  of  the  war,  who  had  seen  something  of  military  movements  and 
drill. 

A  legal  town  meeting  was  held  April  29,  1861,  when  it  was  voted  "to 
appropriate  two  thousaiMl  dollars  for  the  equipment  of  a  military  company**; 
also  to  pay  the  men  for  any  time  spent  in  drill,  and  to  pay  to  the  families  of 
vclunteers  any  aid  needed  while  fathers,  husbands  or  sons  should  be  al)8ent  in 
the  field.  The  town  also  chose  an  efficient  committee  to  carry  out  the  work. 
As  a  consequence,  the  town  was  well  represented  in  all  the  regiments  oiid 
companies  raised  in  this  county,  all  through  the  war ;  but,  owing  tb  the  urgoncy 
of  the  calls  for  troops,  men  were  sent  as  they  could  t)o  ready  to  leave,  and  thuis 
the  town  never  had  a  majority  of  any  company  in  the  field  at  one  litno.  It 
was  represented  more  fnlly  in  the  following  regiments:  —  The  2J,  15th,  2l8t, 
25tii,  34th,  36th,  42d,  5l6t  and  57th  infantry;  the  7th  I'ght  battery,  and  4th 
cavalry. 
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Daring  the  war,  the  towD  furniabedy  in  all,  two  handred  tad  6ftj-two  omil 
Of  the^,  twelve  were  commissioned  officers,  and  two  were  anrgeona. 

The  commissioned  officers  were  Maj.  Alonzo  D.  Pratt  of  the  34th,  Maj. 
Addison  A.  Ilosmer  of  the  28th,  Cai>t«  Pelbam  Bradford  and  Cai^t.  Woddbory 
Whittcmore  of  the  21st,  Capt.  Charles  C.  Murdoch  of  the  25th,  Capt.  Geoi^go 
L.  Murdoch  of  the  34th,  Capt.  C.  iVldcn  Pratt  of  the  42d,  Lieut.  William  D. 
Toombs  of  the  2d,  Lieut.  Ilarlan  P.  Houghton  of  the  34th,  Lieut.  James 
Connor  of  the  42d,  Lieut.  All>crt  M.  Murdoch  of  the  57th,  —  all  infantry 
regiments  of  Massachusetts  Tolunteers,  ^  and  Lieut.  Elliott  F.  Brigham  of  the 
4th  Mass.  cavalry. 

Of  these  officers,  Lieut.  Albert  M.  Murdoch  lost  his  life  during  the  war. 
Ho  was  a  very  promising  young  m:ui,  only  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  he  left 
the  Uigliland  Military  School  iu  Worcester  to  join  bis  regiment  the  last  year 
of  the  war.  This  regiment  took  part  in  the  severe  battles  of  Grant's  march  on 
Bichmond,  in  which  our  young  lieutenant  showed  himself  a  brare  ami  cool 
officer.  In  the  assault  on  Fort  Stcadman,  at  Petersburg,  Va.,  IVIarcb  26, 1865, 
he  was  almost,  instantly  killed.  His  last  words  were :  **  Save  the  flag,  boys." 
All  the  others  of  these  officers,  many  of  them  serving  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
came  home,  and  are  believed  to  bo  now  living  and  filling  responsible  places  in 
life's  duties  and  business. 
'^  The  two  surgeons  were  Dr.  Franklin  L.  Hunt  of  the  27th  Mass.,  and  Dr. 
Charles  A.  Wheeler  of  the  1 2th  Mass. 

Dr.  Hunt  was  a  young  man  of  talent,  of  a  genial  disposition,  greatly  beloved 
by  all  who  made  bis  acquaintance,  and  had  commenced  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession in  this  town,  and  bad  been  here  about  three  years  previous  to  going  to 
the  army.  He  joined  his  regiment  at  Ncwbern,  N.  C,  in  xVugust,  1862,  and 
while  at  Washington,  N.  C,  and  riding  just  outside  the  lines,  Nov.  IS,  1862,-  was 
fired  upon  and  kijied  by  straggling  guerillas.  His  body  was  recovered,  brought 
home,  .and  buried  at  Douglas,  bis  native  town.  He  left  an  excellent  wife  and 
two  children.  * 

Dr.  Wheeler,  had  began  practice  and  located  here  a  few  years  before  joining 
the  army.  He  first  went  into  the  15th  regiment  as  a  volunteer.  He  was 
appointed  assistant  surgeon  to  the  12th  regiment  in  Deceml)er,  1862,  and 
served  until  July,  1864.  lie  afterwards  resumed  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
and  |s  now  in  Leominster,  in  this  county. 

Thomas  Plunkett,  color-sergeant  of  company  E,  21st  regiment,  from  this 
town,  while  bearing  the  colors  of  bis  regiment  at  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg^ 
Va.,  Dec.  13,  1862, .had  both  arms  carried  away  by  the  fragment  of  a  shell, 
but,  notwithstanding  the  great  loss  of  blood  and  the  delay  in  attending  to  bis 
wounds,  survived  this  great  injury,  and  is  now  —  seventeen  yeai*s  after  the 
battle  •;—  a  comparatively  well  and-  robust  man,  honored  and  res|)ected  by  a 
laigo  circle  of  friends. 

Of  the  twp.  hundred  and  fifly-two  men  who  went  into  the  army,  about  two 
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biindred  and  ton  were,  nt  the  time  of  enlistment,  living  in  the  town,  while 
tiie  rest  were  men  recruited  from  other  places,  or  were  assigned  to  the  town 
by  the  State.  Of  the  number  who  were  residents  of  the  towi^,  thirty'  were 
killed  pr  died  while  in  the  service.  •        ' 

.  During  the  war,  the  town  paid  out  for  recruiting  and  other  expenses  relating 
to  the  war,  exclusive  of  State  aid  to  families,  the  sum  of  $22,584.90.  In  the 
five  years  of  the  war,  the  town  paid,  as  aid  to  soIJiciV  families,  the  folli>wing 
amounts:— In  18G1,  $971.50;  18G2,  $3,G00;  18G3,  $4,727.90;  1864,  $5,600; 
;18G5,  $3,600,  —  making  a  total  for  five  years  of  $18,499.40. 

The  ladies  of  the  town  were  active  and  earnest  during  the  war.     By  holding 

.fairs,  &c.,  they  raised  upwards  of  $1,200  in  money,  besides  sending  clothing, 
hospit:d  stores,  £c.,  at  several  times,  to  the  army. 
.    To  MaJ.  Ezra  Beaman  is  the  town  indebted  more  than  to  any  other  indi- 

,  vidual  for  its  existence  as  a  town,  and  for  its  subsequent  growth  and  pros- 

.  perity.     IIq  was  the  son  of  Jabez  Beaman,  and  was  born  in  Bolton,  in  October, 

'  173G.  Jabez  Beaman  having  purchased  a  large  tract  of  land  in  this  town,  then 
a  part  of  Shrewsbury ,  removed  here  with  his  family  in  1745.    He  died  in  1757, 

r.when  his  son,  Maj.  Ezra  Beaman,  became  proprietor  of  the  homestead,  on 
which  he  resided  until  his  decease,  Juue  4,  1811,  nearly  seventy-fivo  years  of 
age.  He  was  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  Tersis  Keyes  of  Bdylston, 
bad  six  children,  two  sons  and  four  daughters.  Maj.  Beaman  was  endowed 
by  nature  with  a  strong  mind,  possessing  a  remarkable  spirit  of  enterptise* 
together  with  great  energ}^  and  resolution,  which  enabled  him  to  (lovito  and 
execute  various  schemes  and  plans,  not  only  for  his  own  benefit  and  pro8i>eiily, 
but  also  for  the  interest  of  the  community  around  him.     lie  possessed  and 

,  held  a  large  amount  of  real  and  personal  estate,  constituting  him  the  wealthiest 
man  in  the  town.     His  reputation  for  judgment  was  such  that,  whenever  ti 

;  project  of  a  public  nature  in  which  the  community  bad  an  interest  Was  brought 
up  for  consideration,  he  was  at  once  consulted  as  to  its  importance  mid  practi« 
cahility ;  when  his  judgment  and  expressed  opinions  generally  had  tho  efiect  to 
cause  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  scheme.  To  him  is  attributed  the  laying 
out  and  construction  of  most  of  the  public  roads  of  the  town  and  vicinity, 
which  will  show  for  all  time  the  soundness  of  his  judgment. 

The  inhabitants  of  Boylstx>n  having  decided  to  biiild  a  new  meeting-house,  a 
difficulty  arose  in  regard  to  its  location,  the  majority  choosing  to  baild  near 
the  old  house,  while  the  minority,  led  by  Maj.  Beaman,  insisted  that  the  house 
should  be  erected  half  a  mile  north-west  of  the  old  bouse. 

It  becoming  apparent  that  no  compromise  could  l>e  effected,  the  minority 
seceded,  and  built  the  house  on  what  is  now  known  as  the  old  eommoii  in  this 
town  ;  they  first  got  an  act  of  incorporation  as  the  *' Second  Precinct''  in  Juno, 

,  179G,  from  the  General  Court,  and  in  1808'  they  succeeded  io. obtnioiiig  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  town  of  West  Boylston.  At  the  first  tdwu  election,  bold 
the  first  Monday  in  March,  1808,  Maj.  Beamaa  was  chosen  as  cbairman  of  the 
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IxMird  of  sclcctmcD  and  as  treasurer.  Ho  was  also  chosen  a^  the  first  rcpreson- 
tat  ire  of  the  town  to  the  General  Conrt,  and  was  annually  elected  to  these 
olBc-os  for  four  years  up  to  his  death  in  1811. 

The  dwcUing-hoiiAe  erected  by  Maj.  Bcaman  in  1764,  in  what  is  how  the 
Ynilcy  Village,  is  still  standing,  although  the  main  part  of  the  building  was 
moved,  about  eight  years  since,  about  thirty  rods  north  of  its  old  location. 
The  L  has  been  altered  and  adapted  into  what  is  now  a  lai^  and  comniodioas 

house. 

____  • 

This  house  was  built  in  a  thorough  and  su1>s(antial  manner,  of  the  best 
selected  materials,  and  is  still  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation  from  foun* 
dation  to  top,  showing  that,  with  proper  attention  and  care,  it  will  endure  ' 
for  Another  century.  At  the  time  of  its  erection,  in  size,  form  and  appearance, 
it  was  probably  unsurpassed  by  anything  of  the  kind  in  adjacent  towns,  or  even 
in  the  county.  It  was  for  about  a  century  known  as  the  Bcaman  Tavern,  and, 
during  all  of  the  time,  kept  by  Maj.  Ezra  Bcaman  and  hts  son  Ezra,  who  fol- 
lowed hb  father,  and  lived  in  the  house  until  his  death,  July  24,  1863,  at  tiie 
agO'of  ninety-two  years  seven  months. 

The  last  Ezra  Bcaman  never  married,  and  in  him  passed  away  the  last 
person  of  the  name  in  town ;  and  the  largo  farm  so  long  known  as  the  ^  Beaman 
Place**  was  sold  in  lots,  and  passed  into  the  hands  of  different  persons.  The 
main  part  of  the  house  being  too  much  in  the  way  of  one  of  the  town  line  of 
streets,  was  moved  as  before  noted.  A  largo  stone  watering-trough,  which  for 
about  half  a  century  had  l)een  kept  full  of  pure  running  water,  for  the  supply 
of  both  man  and  beast,  was  moved  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  street.  Previous 
to  this^:  wooden  troughs  bad  been  here  used  for  o[K>re  than  a  half  century.  One 
of  the  largo  barqs,  of  eighty  feet  in  length,  was  moved  across  the  road,  and 
fitted  up  into  a  block  of  tenement  houses,  thus  changing  the  entire  appearaute 
of  this  ancient  and  well-known  establishment. 

Mpj.  Bcaman,  during  his  life-time,  set  a  large  numl)er  of  trees  in  and  along 
the  highways  adjoining  his  lands;  and  most  of  these  —  elms,  maples,  button- 
woods,  apd  others,  —  are  now  large,  majestic  trees,  adding  very  much  to 
the  beauty  of  the  town,  and  also  much  to  the  comfort  of  the  weary  traveler. 
One  of  the  buttonwood  trees,  set  by  him  when  thirteen  years  of  age,  is  truly 
an  enormous  specimen  of  its  kind,  being  about  twenty-two  feet  in  circum- 
ference. 

A. few  years  since  an  effort  was  made  to  have  the  name  of  the  town  changed 
to  th;|t  of  **  Bcaman,"  and  a  vote  was  passed  liy  a  large  majority  in  town  meet- 
ing, instructing  a  committee,  chosen  for  the  purpose,  to  petition  the  legislature 
to  that  clTcct.  But  some  opposition  coming  up,  and  the  then  representative  of 
the  name  also  objecting,  the  matter  was  dropped .- 

Robert  Bailey  Thomas^  the  widely-known  founder  of  the  "  Old  Farmers*  ' 
Almanac,'*  was  born  here  in  1766.     Ho  died  in  1846,  aged  80  years.     He 
married  Hannah  Bcaman  of  Princeton,  who  survived  him,  and  died  in  1855, 
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aged  8.1.  They  had  do  children.  Mr.  Thonaas  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
surveyor,  and  for  many  years  did  most  of  the  conveyancing  and  other  legal 
Tvriting  for  his  neighbors  and  townsmen.  He  was  a  very  liberal  and  public- 
spirited  man,  held  many  offices  of  trust  in  town,  being  the  first  town  clerks 
and  was  several  times  sent  to  General  Court,  as  representative.  He  founded 
the  **01d  Fanners'  Almanac'*  in  1793,  and  continued  to  annually  edit  that 
widely-cjrculatcd  journal  until  his  decease.  He  left  considerable  property, 
which  went  to  nephews  and  nieces  at  his  death.  In  the  last  years  of  his  tlfo 
ho  was  the  largest  contributor  towards  building  ^Thomas  Flail,"  and  it  was 
named  in  his  honor.  It  is  still  the  principal  hall  in  the  town,  and  belongs  tolbe 
Congregational  Societ}',  of  which  Mr.  Thomas  was  a  leading  member. 

Erastus  B.  Bigelow,  an  eminent  inventor,  more  particularly  of  machinery 
for  weaving  counterpanes,  coach-lace,  and  carpets,  was  born  in  this  town,  and 
lived  here  until  twent3''-fivc  years  of  ago.  His  first  loom  for  counterpanes  was 
built  and  set  up  in  the  small  mill,  afterwards  burned,  near  the  grist-mill  of 
R.  G.  Cowee.  This  loom,  however^  did  not  work  successfutty,  but  was  aflx^r- 
wards  perfected  on  his  removal  to  Clinton.  His  older  brother,  Horatio  N. 
Bigelow,  was  also  born  hero  in  1812,  and  about  1836  removed  to  Clinton, 
then  a  part  of  Lancaster,  where  the  genius  and. business  talent  of  these  two 
men  l^id  the  founda^tion,  and  built  up  that  now  flourishing  towti.  They  were 
the  sons  of  Ephraim  Bigelow,  himself  a  prominent  business  man  of  West 
Boylston. 

Beside  the  fires  before  noticed  in  this  history,  there  have  been  others  which 
are  now  enumerated,  with  dates  as  near  to  the  time  of  occuiTcnec  as  can  bo 
ascertained.  About  forty  years  ago,  the  house  of  Charles  Fairbank ;  in  1842; 
the. house  of  Mrs.  Olive  Whitney;  in  1848,  the  house  of  Luther  Ames ;  in 
1853,  the  Valley  Hotel  and  hall  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  ;  about  ten  years 
since,  the  house  of  Charles  I.  Peirce,  and  soon  after,  the  house  of  Cyruis  L. 
Knight;  within  a  few  years,  the  barns  of  Mrs.  C.  C.  Cutting,  Mrs.  Catharine 
Magiiire,  Winthrop  Snow,  and  Mrs,  Abigail  Warren,  we^e  burned;  in  1878 
the  houses  of  Rev.  A.  J.  D.erbuel,  Alexander  Jacobs,  and  Joseph  Jacques; 
and  in  1879,  May  28,  the  house  of  Mrs.  James  Fiske;  and  June  15,  the  bam 
and  store-house  of  L.  M.  Harris  £  Co. 

At  the  tipne  of  the  fire  whiqh  destroyed  the  mills  of  the  West  Boylston  Com- 
pany, the  houses  of  Wm.  H.  Mason  and  John  Jefierson  were  destroyed.  These 
houses  stood  so  far  away  from  the  mills,  that  every  one  was  watching  thoso 
nearer,  to  prevent  their  catching  from  sparks,  and  these  houses  had  got  to 
burning  so  strongly  on  being  discovered,  that  they  could  not  be  saved. 

At  the  first  election  held  in  town  for  State  oflicers,  iu  April,  1808,  thero 
were  85  votes  cast  for  governor :  66  for  Christopher  Gore,  18  for  Jaraea 
Sullivan,  and.  one  for  Levi  Lincoln.  From  1840  the  following  nnmlx^r  df  votea 
were  cast  for  the  presidential  candidates :  In  1840,  Whig  vote,  169 ;  Democratict 
86;  Liberty,  17.    In  \844,  ^ig,  138;  Democratic,  87;  Liberty,  66.    In 
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1848,  Whig,  56 ;  Democratic,  27 ;  Liberty,  201.  In  18G0,  Whig,  5 ;  Demo^ 
cradc,  G6 ;  Republican,  326.  In  1864,  Lincoln,  287 ;  McClellao,  48.  In  1868, 
Grant,  279;  Seymour,  18.  In  1872,  Grant,  300;  Greeley,  40.  In  1876, 
Hayes,  304;  Tildcu,  88. 

In  the  0outb<-cast  part  of  the  town,  about  one  mile  from  the  old  common,  is 
a  curious  depression  of  land,  of  about  four  acres,  circular  in  form,  known  as 
*  Pleasant  Valley."  Steep  banks,  corercd  by  a  growth  of  various  sfiecies  of 
wood,  nearly  surround  it,  giving  it  the  iippoaranco  of  a  natural  amphitheatre. 
The  area  is  as  nearly  level  as  art  could  make  it,  and  in  the  spring  and  eariy 
summer,  its  green  carpet  of  short,  wild  gniss,  made  it  a  very  pleasing  picture 
to  the  ej'c.  It  has  lieen  a  place  of  great  resort  for  parties  of  pleasure,  and  to 
travelers  and  strangers  was  ever  one  of  the  objects  to  be  shown  and  visited  in 
West  Boylston.  It  has  not  wanted  for  poets  to  sung  its  praises,  nor  for  artists 
to  sketch  its  beauties.  Of  late  years  the  hand  of  man  has  attempted  its 
fmpfovement,  for  yielding  payment  for  labor  bestowed';  but  while  it  muiy 
possibly  pay  its  owner  more  in  dollars  and  cents,  its  freshness  and  natural 
beauty,  to  the  eye  of  the  tourist,  have  departed. 

No  doubt,  in  the  time  long  past,  this  was  the  bod  of  a  pond,  and  af  soine 
time  was  drained  by  some  underground  channel,  as  in  the  spring  thaws,  a 
stream  of  water,  requiring  a  jump  to  cross  it,  runs  nearly  to  this  valley,  an4 
then  disappears  into  some  underground  opening. 

About  a  hundred  roc^s  from  this  valley,  and  on  much  lower  ground,,  at  tho 
edge. of  the  interval  It^nd,  near  the  river,  is  a  remarkably  clear,  sweet,  cold 
spring  of  water,  known  as  '*Gold  Spring."  Tho  water  continually  bubbles  up 
thrpugh  .quicksand,  which  gives  tho  pool  a  clean,  attractive  appearance,  and 
water  as  cold  as  ice- water;  and  this  it  continues  to  do  througball.tbe  seasons 
of  tho  year,  with  about  the  same  volume  of  water. 

On  the  road  below  the  Clarendon  Mills,  towards  Clinton,  ther^  appears  a 
venerable  oak  tree,  worthy  of  mention  in  this  history.  It  stands  within  \b^ 
limits  of  the.  highway,  and  has  ever  had  the  same  venerable  appearance  ^inco. 
tradition  |ias  given  its  history,  and  no  doubt  it  is  several  centuries  old.  In.  the 
laying  out  of  five  hundred  acres  of  lan4  to  John  Davenport,  by  the)  then  color 
nial  authorities,  early  in  the  last  century,  this  tree  was  made  the  starting-point, 
and  spoken  of  as  a  large  oak.  Its  present  measurement  is,  at  tho  ground, 
twenty  feet  seven  inches ;  at  six  feet  from  the  ground,  fourteen  feet  six  inches 
in  circumference. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

SrrUATION  AND  aVIL  ORIGIN  —  FIB8T  SETTLERS  —  INDIAN  DANGERS  ---  SETE^ 
ECONOMY  —  FRENCH  WARS  —  STRUGGLE  OP  THE  REVOLUTION  —  LINES  OF 
TRAVEL  —  DESCRIPTION  OF  SURFACE  —  SmiMER  RESIDENTS  —  RELIGIOUS 
SOCIETIES  —  EDUCATIONAL  PROVISIONS — ACADEMY. 

'  Westminster  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  It  is  boanclecl 
northerly  by  Ashbiirnbamy  easterly  by  Fitcbburg  and  Leominster;  while  to  the 
south  and  west  lie  Princeton,  Hubbardston  and  Gardner.  There  are  three 
outlying  villages.  South  and'North  Westminster  and  Wachnsettville. 

The  name  first  given  it  was  Narragansett  No.  2,  from  the  fact  that  it  wiii 
otie  of  the  grants  made  by  the  General  Court  in  1728,  to  reward  the  descend* 
atits  of  the  soldiers  who,  fifty  years  before,  had  engaged  in  the  disastrous  war 
Urilh  the  Narragansett  Indians. 

The  company  t(»  whom  it  was  assigned, — one  hundred  and  twenty  in  number, 
—immediately  met  and  appointed  committees  to  layout  lands  for  meeting-^ 
house,  training-field,  burj'ing-gi-ounds,  school-houses,  roads  and  a  lot  for  the 
minister,  but  the  proprietors  themselves  do  not  seem  to  have  been  desirous  of 
feaving  the  comforts  of  civilized  life  near  the  metropolis.  They  erected  a 
house  for  general  use  in  1734,  built  a  saw-mill  in  what  is  now  Wachnsettvillo» 
and  at  last  ofiered  a  bounty  of  forty  dollars  to  every  family  settling  io  thb 
township  under  certain  conditions ;  yet  it  was  not  until  1838,  that  the  first  /  7  0  ^ 
settlor,  Capt.  Fairbanks  Moore,  came  to  the  place.  Others  followed  sloWly. 
'The  history  of  the  time  succeeding,  until  1750,  is  one  of  privatioo  and 
suffering. 

One  of  the  earliest  settlers  writes  thus: — ^**A  howling  wilderness  it  was, 
where  no  man  dwelt :  the  hideous  3'ells  of  wolves,  the  shrieks  of  owls,  the 
gobbling  of  turkeys  and  the  barking  of  foxes  was  all  the  music  we  heard ;  all 
a  dreary  waste,  exposed  to  a  thousand  difliculties.** 

The  first  meetiug-house  was  erected  in  1739,  in  **  Meeting-house  lot  on  the 
hill,"  now  the  public  common.     With  the  exception  of  the  buikling  of  a  grist* 
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mill,  no  public  work  of  importanco  was  un()erlakcn  until  1742^  when*  owing  to 
increasing  fear  of  attacks  from  Indians,  ton  forts  were  erected  in  Tarious  parts 
of  the  town.  They  wcro  ftrmly  built  of  square,  timliers  after  the  manner  of 
log-houses,  while  some  were  further  strengthened  by  stockades.  A  sentinel 
was  posted  in  each  fort  by  night,  and  the  soldiers  patrolled  the  township. by 
day.  It  was  probably  owing  to  this  vigilance  that  they  so  generally  esolped 
attacks  from  their  enemy. 

It  is  related,  however,  that  one  William  Bowman  was  mowing  near  one  of 
the  garrisons,  about  one-half  mile  west  of  the  village,  when  he  discovered 
Indians  lurking  in  the  woods  at  n  point  which  cut  him  off  from  his  fort.  Willi 
jirreat  presence  of  mind  he  tuiiied  and  mowed  a  long  swartb  to  the  other  end 
of  the  field,  away  from  this  ambushed  enemy,  then,  dropping  bis  scythe,  ran 
for  Graves'  fort,  closely  followed  by  his  fleet-footed  pur^tucrs.  On  his  reaching 
the  fort  in  safety,  the  alarms  were  given,  messengers  despatched  and  troops  sum- 
moned,, but  the  Indians  escaped,  and  the  settlers  thereafter  pursued  their  Ialxir$ 
unmolested. 

'^wxn  1750  to  17G0  the  settlement  increased  much  more  rapidly.  In  1759 
Narragansett  No.  2  was  incorporated  as  a  dt^^trict  under  the  old  English  name  of 
Westminster.  The  people  entered  at  once  upon  the  consideration  of  the  then 
essential  institutions  of  every  well-regulated  town,  namely:  a  school-rhouse,  a 
pound,. a  supply  of. ammunition  and  the  inevitable  stocks.  History  records, 
however,  that  the  latter  were  not  built  (or  many  years.  Following  this  was  He 
season  of  comparative  prosperity.  Rigid  economy  was  practised,  the  purchase 
of  superfluities  discountenanced,  and  idleness  regarded  as  a  crime. 

Nothing  better  shows  the  spirit  of  the  times  than  the  following  resolve, 
nngrammatical, though  it  be,  which  the  town  unanimously  passed  in  the  y^r. 
1768:—  ,  ■  . 

^*  The  District  of  Westminster,  taking  into  considei^tion  the  sinking  ^tate  of  the 
Province^  arising  tbroagh  the  maniPoM  extravagances  of  the  inhabitants;  in  the  great 
neglect  of  inchistr^s  in  still  greater  increase  of  our  misery,  in  the  extravagant  expense 
of  its  inhabitants,  in  the  purchase  of  8U|)crAuitic3 ;  and  Ailly  sensilile  of  the  absdtute 
necessity  of  industry  and  frugalit}*,  in  order  to  save  us  from  iai[)eQ«Ung  woe,  to  save 
our  wealth,  and  to  [i^laco  us  in  a  state  of  independency,  do  cheerfully  and  uuani(nousty 
resolve,  that  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  April  next,  we  will  not  purchase  any  saper- 
fluities,  and  that  we  will  take  every  proper  method  within  our  power  to  encourage 
industry  and  manufactory  in  our  District;  f;r  we  arc  fully  sensible  that  idleness  has  a. 
tendency  to  impoverish  any  community,  and  when  attcndeil  with  extravagancy  brings, 
immediate  ruin ;  will  therefore  by  all  possible  and  lawful  means,  take  every  method 
within  our  power  to  encourage  industry  among  ourselves,  and  take  this  6f>portnnity  to' 
give  it  in  direction  to  our  Selectmen,  to  take  special  care  that  all  idle  persons  amohg' 
as  be  kept  at  some  lawful  business,  and  that  the  laws  of  the  Province  in  that  regard  be 
duly  observeil.": 

The  French  war  gave  the  people  no  great  uneasiness,  and,  as  they  were- 
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a  small  settlcmeht,  they  sent  bat  few  troops  to  prosecute  the  war  upon  the 
frontier.  The  followrng  traditions  are  handed  down,  however.  In  the  call 
for  men  in  1758,  Richard  Buker,  William  Edgcl),  Tliomas  Dunstcr  and  others, 
entered  the  service  for  one  year,  and  marched  first  to  Albany,  the^  to  Lake 
George.  At  the  expiration  of  their  term  the  commiuiding  officer  refused  to 
discharge  them,  —  whereupon  they  resolved  to  return  home  regardless  of  con- 
sequences. As  it  was  midwinter,  they  made  themselves  snow-shoes,  and 
arranged  for  ati  immediate  departure.  The  officers  held  a  council,  and  decided 
that  the  company,  thus  resolved  to  leave,  should  the  next  day  be  put  under 
guard.  Upon  hearing  this  decision  they  determined  to  avoid  humiliation,  aitd 
early  the  next  morning  started  for  Massachusetts  with  such  provisions  as  they 
could  gather  up.  Their  path  lay  through  a  trackless  forest  over  the  Gkrecii 
Mountains.  They  lost  their  way  and  suffered  most  incredibly  from  the  depth 
of  the  snow,  the  severity  of  the  we:ither,  and  the  want  of  provisions.  Fur 
days  they  were  without  food,  and  even  killed  and  ate  a  dog  they  found  stray* 
ing  in  the  woods ;  and  it  was  said  that,  at  one  time,  they  resolved  to  cast  lots 
to  see  who  should  be  slain  to  save  the  rest  from  starvation.  But  some  fortu- 
nate circumstances  saved  them  from  such  a  dire  necessity.  They  at  lost  foiknd 
one  of  the  head  branches  of  the  Dcerfield  River,  which  led  th6m  to  Culerainc, 
and  thence  they  reachc^d  their  homes  in  safety; — an  exploit  which  did  not 
exhibit  so  much  a  spirit  of  obedience,  as  it  showed  the  power  of  endurauc(*y 
and  the  wonderful  hardiness  of  our  forefathers.  *       • 

At  the  thne  troops  were  stationed  in  northern  New  York,  twelve  men,  under 
Nicholas  Dyke  of  this  place,  afterwards  colonel  in  the  Revolution  and  one  of 
Gen.  Washington's  body-guard,  were  detailed  to  gather  wood  for  the  camp- 
fires.  As  they  had  but  a  short  distance  to  go  their  arms  were  left  behind; 
When  at  the  point  of  returning  with  their  loads,  they  were  surrounded  by 
twelve  or  fifteen  French  soldiers  and  captured.  With  arms  pinioned  behind 
them,  they  were  marched  towards  their  enemy's  head-quo^rters.  Arriving  at 
noQu  at  a  stream  of  water,  the  guns  were  stacked  and  preparations  made  :for 
dinner.  It  did  not  accord  with  the  Frenchmen's  ideas  of  politeness  to  cat 
without  sharing  the  meal ;  so  the  prisoners  were  unbound,  and  by  signs,  — ^ono 
party  not  knowing  a  wood  of  the  other's  language,  —  were  invited  to  partake. 
As  the  Frenchmen  did  riot  appear  to  keep  a  very  sharp  watch,  Col.  Dyke  in  a 
muttering  tone  of  voice  told  his  men  to  spring  for  the  guns  when  he  gave  the 
order.  At  the  word  all  started  up,  secured  the  most  of  the  arms,  and  after  a 
sharp  struggle  took  all  but  one  of  their  quondam  captors  prisoners.  They 
marched  them  back  by  the  same  route  they  had  just  taken,  and  arrived  in  camp 
in  time  to  get  the  supply  of  wood  before  nightfall. 

At  about  the  time  of  the  incorporation  of  Westminster  as  a  town,  in  177Q, 
the  trouble  with  Great  Britain  became  the  absorbing  theme.  The  people  of 
the  town,  though  fifty  miles  inland,  were  always  ready  to  respond  to  any  demand 
nl:ide  of  them.    In  1773,  they  answered  the  call  of  the  committee  of  corre* 
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•poodcnce  of  Boston  ns  follows :  ^  Wo  shall  at  all  times  beatttly  join  with  70a 
in  all  leg:il  measures  for  the  recovery  of  those  inestimable  rights  and  pririleges 
wrested  from  us,  and  for  securing  those  that  remain ;  for  we  are  aansiblo  thai 
should  we  renounce  our  lii)erty  we  should  renounce  the  equality  of  ment  the 
rights  of  humanity,  and  even  our  duty  to  God  and  man.**  They  forbade  the 
constables  to  pay  the  Province  tax  to  the  royal  treasurer ;  they  adopted  the 
recommendations  of  the  Continental  and  Provincial  Congresses ;  they  agreed 
to  8upi>ort  their  share  of  the  poor  of  Boston,  who  were  reduced  to  penury  by 
the  shutting  up  of  that  i>ort;  and,,  in  1776,  they  voted  unanimously  that  if  the 
Colonics  should  bo  declared  independent  of  Great  Britain,  ^  they  would  sup* 
port  them  in  the  measure  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.'' 
'  Their  word  was  good,  for  at  the  first  coll  three  companies  were  raised,  and, 
<^mmanded  by  Capts.  Elisba  Jackson,  John  Estarbrook  and  Noah  Miles, 
immediately  marched  for  the  scene  of  action,  and  more  or  les^of  the  West- 
minster men  were  in  almost  every  campaign  of  the  war.  They  were  at  Lex- 
ington, at  Bennington,  and  particularly  in  the  campaigns  in  Rhode  Island* 
The  history  of  thei  time  during  the  war  exhibits  a  long-continued,  persevering 
struggle.'  The  furnishing  of  a  certain  quota  of  troops  and  supplies  for  the 
army,  the  poverty  and  destitution  of  tl^e  people,  and  the  depreciated  state  of 
the  paper  monej',  became  burdens  that  pressed  upon  them  most  grievously. 
Yet  they  bore  up  under  all,  and  the  town  grailuuily  increased  in  wealth  and 
population,  until  in  1800  it  numbered  about  thirteen  hundred. 

Westminster  was  situated  on  the  old  post  road  from  Brattleborough  to  Bos- 
ton, and  an  important  line  of  travel,  passed  through  the  town.  The  stages 
from  Brattleborough  and  Greenfield  rau  daily  in  l)oth  directions.  Tho 
teams  of  the  country  merchants  wended  their  way  to  the  metropolis  for  a  sup- 
pty  of  West  India  goods  and  other  merchandise.  The  wagons  .of  the  farmers 
carrying  their  produce  '\lown  to  JJoston'*  lumbered  through  the  street,  and 
made  it  a  busy  thorougbfare.  During  the  summer  and  fall  the  scene  at  the  old 
tavern  was  ia  lively  one,  as  sometimes  forty  or  fifty  teams  "put  up**  for  the 
night.  Then  lawyers,  doctors^  ministers,  farmers,  merchants,  tQanistei:a  and 
travelers  met  as  they  rarely  meet  nowadays. 

The  opening  of  the  Cheshire  and  the  Vermont  and  Massachusetts  railroads 
diverted  travel  from  the  town  in  a  great  measure,  as  the  depot  is  two  and  ouo- 
hair miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town.  Since  this  time  the  population  has 
decreased  somewhat.  In  1855  it  numbered  1,979.  At  the  last  census  the 
number  returned  was  about  1,700. 

Though  not  noted  as  a  business  centre  Westminster  is  a  favorite  place  of 
resort  in  summer.  It  is  elevated  eleven  hundred  feet  above  tide-water,  the 
highest t)f  any  town  in  the  county,  excepting  Princeton,  and  lies  upon  the  ridge 
of  land  stretching  between  the  Monadnock  and  Wachusctt  mountains.  This 
gives  the  town  some  of  the  plcasautcst  natural  scenery.  The  view  from 
Graves'  Ilill  is  scarcely  equaled  in  the  State.     Hills  and  valleys,  blue  8heet3  of  . 
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water  aud  winding  streams,  greeii  fields  and  dai'k  pine  forests,  numerous  farm- 
bouses  and  half  ii  dozeu  thriving  towns  and  villages,  make  up  the  landscape  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  while  thii*ty  niiles  av^ay  old  Monadnock '  stands  like  a  • 
watch-tower  in  the  northern  horizon.  The  scene  does  not  present  the  wildness 
of  the  Berkshire  Hills,  nor  the  grandeur  of  the  White  Mountains,  but  the 
t|uiet,  peaceful  beauty  peculiar  to  the  New  England  town  among  the  bills. 

The  accommodations  at  the  hotel  and  among  the  farmers  are  ample,  and 
every  returning  summer  brings  many  visitors  from  various  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. Some  have  come  so  regularly  that  their  face^  are  coufidently  looked  for 
every  midsummer,  and  often  whole  families  find  new  homes  among  us  for  a  few 
months,  and  enjoy  the  quiet  and  the  new  sights  to  be  found  in  the  country. 
Xot  only  are  the  drives  remarkably  varied,  furnishing  a  diSbrent  ride  for  every 
day  in  the  week,  but  some  of  them  interesting  of  themselves  and  tolo  remem-^ 
iKTcd  for  a  lifetime.  Noticeable  among  these  is  the  one  to  the  Wachusett 
Mountain ;  by  the  shoitest  route,  the  one  through  Everettville  and  by  the  new 
eairiage  road  upon  its  northern  side,  a  ride  of  only  ah  hour  and  a  half  is 
required  to  reach  its  summit.  At  the  base  of  the  mountain  lies  Wachusett 
Lake,  near  which  a  fine  park  has  been  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of 
pleasure  excur:5ions.  Every  summer  the  shores  of  the  lake  are  dotted  with 
the  teuts  of  tourists  and  pleasure-seekers  **  camping  out.** 

The  general  health  of  the  inhabitants  is  remarkably  good.  The  water  is  pure 
aud  the  air  salubrious  and  invigorating.  The  records  of  mortality  show  many 
cases  of  nbteworlby  longevity,  two  persons,  at  least,  having  i*eached  the  age  of 
one  hundred  years.  Few  towns  of  the  same  population  can  present  as  long'  a 
li»t  of  aged  people.  This  year,  at  the  old  folks'  picnic  held  in  the  Wachusett 
Park,  it  was  found  that  130  residents  of  the  town  were  over  seventyyears  of  age. 

There  are  three  religious  societies  in  the  town  —  the  Congregationalist, 
linptist  and  Universalist.  The  early  history  of  the  former  is  interwoven  with 
the  early  history  of  the  town.  As  before  mentioned,  only  two  yckrs  after  the 
first  family  settled  the  mceting-houso  was  built.  In  1742  the  first  regular 
preacher,  Bev.  Elisha  Marsh,  was  ordained,  at  a  salary  of  $150  a  year,  in. 
addition  to  the  land  to  which  he  was  entitled  by  the  grant.  After  a  pastorate 
of  fifleeu  years  he  was  dismissed.  Rev.  Asaph  Rice  was  the  longest  settled 
pastor,  remaining  connected  with  the  church  for  fifty  years.  He  died  mourned 
and  beloved  by  all.  His  colleague  and  successor.  Rev.  Cyrus  Mann,  enjoye^  a 
prosperous  pastorate  of  twenty- six  years.  He  is  described  as  a  cleaFt  solid 
aud  logic*al  preacher,  always  presenting  earnest,  well-studied  and  abks,  though 
to  a  large  extent  doctrinal  sermons.  He  was  thoroughly  orthodox,  and  did 
niuch  to  strengthen  the  church.  Since  Mr.  Manu*s  dismissal  in,  1841  quite  a  '^ 
number  of  pastors  have  been  settled,  of  whom  limited  space  forbids  Qiention. 
The  present  membership  is  about  two  hundred.  Rev.  C.  £.  Coolidgo  is  pastor. 
The  church  has  had  three  meeting-houses,  two  upon  the  hill»  and  the  preaept 
one,  dedicated  in  1837,  situated  in  the  village. 
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The  Bai>ttBt  Society  wu8  organized  ia  1827.  It  consisted  of  thirty  osemberB 
.who  h;id  preriously  worsbipix^d  with  the  church  of  the  Miitia  denomination  in 
Princeton.  In  1829  the  old  brick  meeting*hou^  wud  erected  near  tho  north- 
eastern »liore  of  Westminster  Pond.  A  year  and  a  half  later  Ber.  ApiHcton 
Morse  was  ordained  pastor.  At  the  end  c(  nine  months  ho  was  succeeded  iiy 
Her.  Amasa  Sanderson,  and  he  hy  Revs.  David  Wright,  Caleb  Brown,  George 
D.  Felton,  and  others.  The  present  house  of  worship,  situated  on  the  street, 
was  dedicated  in  1864.  In  1871  the  vestry,  spire,  bell  and  clock  were  added. 
Number  of  members,  one  hundred.     Rev.  Joseph  Barber  is  pastor. 

In  1816  the  Society  of  Univcn«al  Restorationists  was  formed,  and  having 
erected  a  mcctiog-house,  Rev.  Levi  Briggs  was  installed  pastor  in  1822.  Two 
years  later  Rev.  Charles  Hudson  took  pastoral  charge  of  the  church,  and  con- 
tinued this  relation  uutil  1842,  eighteen  years.  He  was  a  stirring  citizen  tis 
well  as  an  able  preacher,  served  six  years  in  the  Legislature,  and  repre- 
sented the  district  eight  years  in  Congress.  Revs.  Paul  Dean,  Vamum 
Lincoln,  Quincy  Whitney,  and  others,  have  acted  as  pastors. 

The  first  appropriation  for  educational  purposes  was  one  of  $20,  made  m 
1757.  It.  was  invested  in  sustaining  a  moving  school,  whose  sessions  were 
held  in  private  houses  in  various  par:s  of  the  town. 

The  growth  of  the  schools  kept  p:ico  with  the  growth  of  the  town.  At  fin«t 
one  was  sufficient  for  all,  then  five  districts  were  made  and  houses  built^  and 
now  there  are  twelve  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  with  scholars  numliering 
about  2G8. 

,  In  1829  .the  Westminster  Academy  was  established,  and  under  the  care  of 
excellent  instructors  enjoyed  a  long  season  of  prosperity,  calling  scholars  froni 
all  parts  of  the  country.  At  one  time  the  attendance  numbered  nearly  two 
hundred,  and  pupils  were  fitted  for  Amherst,  Harvard  and  Dartmouth  CollegeSi- 
But  owing  to  the  founding  of  numerous  high  schools  in  adjoining  towns, 
interest  iti  it  gradually  declined,  and  in  1872  the  academy  building  was  bought 
by  the  town  and. fitted  up  as  a  high  school. 
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CELA.PTER  II. 

OCCUPATIONS —^  MANUPACTURERS  —  BANK    AND   OTIHER   INSTmJTIONS -^  MILITART  : 
—  AJni-SLAVERY  FEELING  —  ACTION   ON  THE   OPENING   OF  THE  REBELUON  — 
GEN.  NELSON  A.  MILES  —  OTHER  CITIZENS  OF  EMINENCE  —  PROFESSIONAL  MEN. 

The  larger  part  of  tho  people  of  Westminster  are  engaged  in  farming,  for 
the  uneven,  billy  snrfuce  has  a  good  soil,  well  adapted  to  the  growing  of  a 
variety  of  impprtant  crop.^. 

Tho  niauuracturcs  of  the  town  were  once  varied  and  quite  extensive,  foT ' 
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there  >va8  n  time  when  the  people  omde  almost  everything  they  used,  and  home 
iudustriea,  and  those  alone*  were  encouraged.  The  first  mill  of  any  kind  waia 
the  saw-mill,  built  at  Wachusettvillo  in  1736.  As  the  number  of  inhabitants 
increased  thoi'o  were  built  various  kinds  of  shops  and  mills  to  meet  the  demand 
of  the  times.  Phincas  Leonard  &  Brother  had  a  forge  and  trip  hammer.  A 
carding-machine  and  fulling-mill  was  built  at  the  **  Narrows.**  Potash  was 
made  in  as  many  as  three  places,  while  the  town  at  one  time  bad  not  less  than 
ten  blacksmith's  shops.  Cider-mills  were  found  in  almost  every  neighborhood, 
and  the  manufacture  of  these,  w^th  their  ponderous  wooden  serenes,  gave 
several  of  the  townspeople  employment  during  the  autumnal  mionths.  The 
farmers  turned  the  sod  with  home-made  iron-shod  plows  and  shovels.  P^iU 
and  all  kinds  of  cooper's  ware  then  in  use  were  made,  not  only  for  their  own 
families,  but  for  sale  in  other  places.  Tradition  has  it  that  the  first  chair  ever 
made  in  the  place ^- one  of  the  right-angled,  flag-bottomed  kind — was  made 
by  Nathan  Wheeler,  while  Almon  Derby  is  believed  to  have  manufactured  th^ 
first  modern  wood-seated  one,  in  a  shop  by  the  outlet  of  the  Westminster  Pond: 
Above  the  house  at  present  occupied  by  Mr.  James  Bruce  can  bo  seen  the 
foundations  of  a  mill  which  was  built  and  used  for  the  mauufacturb  of  linseed 
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oil.  At  one  time  there  were  two  tanneries  in  the  centre^  and  one  in  the  villagel 
to  the  north,  or  "Sdrabblo  HoUov^,"  as  it  is  called.  Westminster  wae  one  of 
the  Qrst  places  in  the  State  in  which  the  straw-braid  business  was  carried  on. 
It  SQon  became  one  of  the  most  important  industries  of  the  place,  giving 
employment  to  the  people  in  their  homes,  and  bringing  them  from  fifteen  to 
twenty  thousand  dollars  per  year ;  but  the  business  has  now  entirely  ceased  in 
this  vieinity. 

At  present  the  principal  manufactures  are  paper  and  chairs.  The  paper* 
mills  are  situated  in  Wachusettville,  and  have  done  a  largo  business  for  mariy 
years.  They  are  owned  by  Franklin  Wyman.  The  principal  chair  factories' 
are  those  of  Artemas  Merriaro,  in  South  Westminster,  and  of  Nicholas  Brothers, 
in  the  village  proper.  Other  factories,  in  which  some  business!  is  done,  are 
owned  by  George  Smith,  Caleb  Merriam  and  Edward  Noyes.  Mr.  Lombard* 
at  Scrabble  Hollow,  also  has  a  shop  for  the  manufacture  of  chairs,  buttonSt 
combs,  &c. 

Damon  &  Burnham  have  one  of  the  largest  cracker  bakeries  in  the  country, 
sending  their  teams  with  **  Westminster  bread "  to  almost  every  town  and 
village  within  twenty  miles.  Preston  Ellis  has  built  up  an  extensive  business, 
in  making  first-class  preserves,  and  supplies  leading  hotels  in  Boston,  Provi« 
deuce  and  Worcester. 

The  Westminster  National  Bonk  was  established  in  ISTS,  with  D.  C.  MileSt 
president,  and  William  Mayo,  cashier.     Capital,  $100,000. 

There  are  four  stores  and  a  ixist-office  in  the  village,  and  poiit^flkes  at  Sonth 
Westminster  and  at  the  depot.  The  grist-mills  of  Adams  &  Giles  and  of  E* 
H^  Merriam  do  a  good  business  in  their  line* 
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A  lodge  of  Good  Templars,  with  a  lai^o  oiembership,  U  sustained.  Tber6 
are  two  firo-cogiDCSt  one  stationed  at  the  Centre  and  the  other  at  Wachuaott- 
▼ille,  the  former  of  which  is  manned  by  a  well-oi^uized  and  efficient  oompanj 
oiF  sixty  men. 

A  brass  band  was  formed  in  1876,  and  b  now  in  a  flouri9hing  condition. 

When  it  was  customary  to  drink  intoxicating  Hquors  at  weddings  and 
funerals,  ordinations  and  social  gatherings,  the  people  of  Westminster  followed 
the  fashion.  The  first  open  action  taken  in  the  matter  was  the  public  reading 
of  Dr.  Lyman  Beechcr's  six  sermons  on  iutemi)erance,  in  1828.  A  great 
triumph  was  achieved  when  the  Academy  building  was  raised  without  liquors. 
In  1829  the  first  Temperance  Society  was  formed,  which  became  a  part  of  the 
American  Temperance  Society,  with  principles  of  tp.tal  abstinence.  The 
subject  has  been  agitated  ever  since,  and  a  strong  anti-rum  sentiment  has  been 
created  and  sustained,  so  that  at  present  there  is  no  licensed  place  for  the  sale 
of  liquors  in  the  town.  The  Westminster  Hotels  Merrick  Puffer,  proprietor, 
is'a  strictly  temperance  house. 

'  Westminster  has  always  taken  great  interest  in  her  military  organ izations» 
After  the  war  of  the  Eevolution,  two  companies,  called  the  North  and  South 
militia  companies,  were  formed.     In  1816  the  Bifle  Company  succeeded  these, 
dnd  until  1840  was  noted  as  one  of  the  best  drilled  and  most  prosperoos 
organizations  in  this  vicinity.     This,  in  turn,  was  succeeded  by  the  Westmin- 
ster Guards,  which  disbanded  a  few  years  l)efore  the  war  of  the  Eebellion. 
^  From  thg  close  of  the  war  a  good  company  was  maintained  until  1875,  when 
the  General  Court  voted  to  disband  thirty-two  companies  ;i  and  it  is  worthy  of' 
note, that  though  it  came  in  the  list,  it  was  the  last  one  sacrificed. 
/  When  the  subject  of  slavery  was  first  agitated,  like  the  majority  of  inland- 
towns,  Westminster  was  indiOcrent,  but  soou  wheeled  round  and  espoused  the ' 
cause  of  the  oppressed.     In  1845  William  Lloyd  Garrison  gave  a  number  of : 
lectured,  which  aroused  great  fecruig  on  the  subject.     He  introduced  his  paper, 
the  "Liberator,'*  and  though  few  agreed  fully  with   his  sentiments,  yet  he* 
establi^^hcd  an  intense  anti-slavery  feeling.     The  leaders  in  this  movement 
'were  Dea.  Edward  and   George   Kendall,  Dca.  Joel   Mcrriam,   Hon.  Joel 
Merriam,  Jr.,  William  Ilcywood,  Dea.  Robert  Pqckbam,  Dea.  J.  T.  Everett, 
George  Miles,  Benjamin  Wyman,  Alfred  Wyman,  Calvin  Whitney,  and  others. 
Among  the  lecturers  were  Abby  Kelly,  ^bo  Misses  Grimke  of  South  Carolina, 
Sally  Holly,  a  Mr.  Goodyear,  and  Henry  B.  Stanton.     A  society  was  8o6n 
formed,  und  the  house  of  Dea.  Peckham  became  the  anti*slavery  headquarters. 
Often  visiting  speakers  stopped  there  by  the  week  at  a  time,  and  often  was  the 
fleeing  slave  there  sheltered  and  fed,  and  aided  on  his  way  towards  Canada. 
The  war  l)ogan,  and  found  no  military  org:inization  in  town.    Instead  of  waiting 
for  some  one  to  come  forward  and  raise  a  company,  volunteers  immediately 
enlisted  in  adjoining  towns.     Never  was  the  exhibition  of  patriotism  more 
marked.     Sons  parted  from  mothers,  husbands  from  wives  and  families,  and 
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friends  from  friends.  Westminster  gave  her  best  blood — her  dearest  treasures. 
One  hundred  and  three  volunteers  enlisted,  the  greater  part  entering  the  2df 
15ih,  ilst,  25tb,  31st,  36th  and  53d  regiments.  Seveuteeu  went  as  substi- 
tutes, making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  from  a  town  whose  registered 
voters  numbered  between  f6ur  and  five  hundred.  During  all  the  four  years 
she  kept  more  than  her  fullquota  of  men  in  the  field,  and  bas  the  honor  of 
having  contributed  as  many  soldiers  in  proportion  to  the  number  rof  her 
inhabitants  as  any  town  iu  the  Union.  As  the  Westminster  men  were  so 
scattered,  few  gained  commissions.  Joseph  E.  Rice,  killed  at  Cbantilly,  held 
the  office  of  colonel ;  Cyrus  K.  Miller,  an  Illinois  volunteer,  was  first  lieutenant 
when  he  died  near  Vicksburg;  while  Amos  B.  Holdeu  and  A.  E.  Drury  held 
the  position  of  first  lieutenant  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Thirty-four  of  the 
Westminster  men  never  returned.  Of  these  quite  a  large  proportion  die^  of 
Btai*vation  in  Andersonvillc  and  Libby  prisons. 

.IirlSGS;  a  beautiful  granite  monument,  pleasantly  situated  in  the  centre 
village,  was  dedicated  in  memory  of  the  fallen  heroes.  The  upper  room  of  the 
Town. House  also* has  beeu  fitted  up  as  a  memorial  hall,  where  the  pictures  .of 
nearly  all  the  lost  are  placed.       ^ 

A  post  of  the -Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  established  in  18G8^  with  thct 
name  of  **Post  G9,  Jos.  E.  Rice  Encampment,"  aud  numbering  about  thirty 
members,  sustained  by  the  resident  veterans. 

Of  the  former  residents  who  enlisted,  Charles  E.  Cummings  became  a 
colonel  in  command  of  Vermont  volunteers ;  and  John  Hudson  held  thp  office 
of  lieutenant*co1oneI.  ' 

The  man  who  gained  the  greatest  fame  and  rose  to  the  highest  rank  of  all  the 
sons  of  Westminster  was  Maj.  <jeu.  Nelson  A.  Miles.  Gen.  Mites  was  born  in 
the  easterly  part  of  the  town,  near  Wachusettville.  Receiving  a  fair  education, 
be. entered  a  store  in  Boston  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  remained  there 
until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  He  accepted  the  position  of  first  lieutenant 
in  the  22d  Mass.  Volunteers;  left  Boston  on  the  1st  of  October,  1801,  and 
joined  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  near  Washington.  Ho  was  soon  detailed  on 
the  staff  of  Qen.  Casey,  and  afterwards  to  the  staff  of  Brig.  Gen.  0.  O.  How* 
ard,  and  served  in  that  position  until  the  army  moved  in  1802^  Ho  was  with 
the  brigade  when  the  army  advanced  to  Manassas  and  Rappahannock  Statioa, 
and  was  at  the  siege  of  Yorktown  and  the  battle  of  Williatosburg.  At  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks  he  was  favorably  mentioned  for  meritorious  conduct.  At 
one  time,  when  the  81st  Penn.  regiment  was  without  a  field  officer,  and  was 
falling  back,  he  rallied  them  under  a  heavy  fire,  regained  the  lost  ground,  and 
forced  the  enemy  to  retreat  with  their  dead  and  wounded  left  on  the  field. 
Ho  was  there  wounded  in  the  foot,  and  his  horse  shot  under  him ;  but,  mount- 
ing another,  he  remained  on  the  field  until  the  battle  was  over.  Declio^ng  a 
furlough,  he  remained  on  duty.  Bo  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  battle 
of  Charles-city  Crossroods,  being  highly  complimented  for  his  gallant  acts.    At 
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Malvern  Hill  he  again  rendered  diatinguisbed  senrioe  during  the  day,  and  at 
the  close  of  the  Iwttlo  brought  a  force  of  artillery*  which  poured  ahovrers 
of  grape  and  canistpr  into  the  enemies  ranks  with  great  executioti,  and  fired 
the  last  shot  on  that  memorable  day.  He  rose  in  rank  rapidly:  after  the 
battle  of  Fair  Oaks,  acting  as  afljutant-goneral,  then  raised  to  the  office  of 
lieqtenant-coloncl  of  the  61st  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  and  after  the  battle  of  Antie* 
tarn*  being  made  colonel  of  a  regiment.  At  the  close  of  the  terrible  struggle  at 
Fretlericksburg  ho  was  recommended  for  the  [K>sition  of  brigadier-general.  In 
the  Imttles  of  the  Wilderness,  he  sustained  his  character  for  heroic  command ; 
and  after  the  battle  iit  Beams*  Station^  in  which  bis  division  saved  the  coqis,  ho 
was  recommended  by  Generals  Grant,  Mead  and  Hancock,  for  brevet  major- 
general. 

All  thnmgh  tbe  bloody  conflict  of  the  Potomac  Army,  Gen.  Miles  displayed 
the  qualities  of  a  veteran  commander.  He  was  four  times  wounded,  and  when 
carried  from  the  field  of  Chancellorsville,  none  thought  he  could  live ;  but  after 
reaching  home  he  rapidly  recovered,  and  hastened  back  to  his  command.  At 
tho  dose  of  the  war  he  was  made  mnjor-general,  —  the  youngest  one  in  the 
army. 

In  the  words  of  the  historian  of  Massachusetts  in  the  Rebellion,  whose 
sketch  of  Gen.  Miles  we  have  followed,  we  can  say  that*  **though  he  may  not 
claipa  the  years  of  many  who  have  been  raised  to  the  same  rank,  Massachusetts 
has  not  a  man  whose  record  will  exceed  his  in  tbe  historj'  of  the  war  of  tho ' 
Bebellion.**  Enlisting  in  tho  regular  army,  he  was  assigned  to  the  command 
of  Fortress  Monroe,  the  largest  fort  in  the  United  States,  and  where  Jeffersoa  ' 
Davis  was  then  confined. 

Although  he  achieved  such  success  in  the  war,  he  has  won  greater  fame  ' 
since^     Aftpr  raising  a  colored  regiment  in  Raleigh;  N.  C,  he  was  assigned  tb 
Fort  Leavcpworthi  Kansas.     At  Gen.  Custer's  death  he  was  ordered  to  tako  ' 
that  lamented  sqldier's  place,  and  spent  a  3'car  arranging  Indian  aflTairs  in  tbo 
Indian  Territory.     Outbreaks  occurring  in  the  north,  he  was  called  to  Fort  '* 
Keough  on  tb^  Yellowstone  River,  and  has  since  then  made*  that  bis  head- 
quarters.    Here  he  has  earned  tbe  name  of  being  the  most  successful  Indian 
fighter  in  the  arm3%     His  terrible  fight  with  Sitting  Bull  and  his  capture  of 
Chief  Joseph  are  fresh  in  tbe  minds  of  all. 

His  wonderful  success  has  been  owing  to  a  peculiar  skillfulness  in  the  man- 
agement of  his  forces,  coupled  with  a  daring  and  fearlessness  in  danger,  wbirh 
have  made  him  the  admiration  of  friend  and  foe.  Never  hesitating  to  pi  ico 
himself  at  tbe  bead  of  bis  men,  be  seemed  to  comi^el  those  around  him  to 
perform  whatever  be  demanded  of  them  ;  and  throughout  alt  his  career  he  has 
shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of  whom  any  town  might  well  be  proud. 

Westminster  has  contributed  many  men  of  mark  to  professional  and  pciliti* 
cal  life.  To  the  pulpit  she  has  given  Rev.  John  Miles,  for  man}'  years  settled 
over  a  parish  in  Grafton,  Rev.  Asaph  Merriam,  and  Rev.  Charles  Kendall,  sou 
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of  Edward  Kendall,  •  Esq.,  Revs.  Joseph  Peckham,  and  Franklin  Morriaoi.' 
Bcv.  Joseph  Wood,  son  of  Al)cl  Wood»  Esq.,  was  graduated  with  honor  at' 
WilUams  Collpge,  with  the  chiss  of  1815;  entered  the  ministry, 'and  labored 
with  success  in  the  South  till  his  death  in  1837.  And  we  would  not  forget  to 
mention  in  this  connection  two  noble  nnd  devoted  women,  who,  having  conse- 
crated their  lives  to  the  service  of  Christ,  voluntarily  exiled  themselves  from' 
the  pleasures  and  comforts  of  home,  to  labor  as  missionaries  under  the  shadows 
of  heathendom.  M^Ta  Wood,  daughter  of  Abel  Wood,  Esq.,  rtiarried  Rev. 
D.'ivid  O.,  Allen;  and  in  1827  they  went  out  together  as  missionaries  to 
Bombay,  where  she  died  in  1831.  Mary  Sawyer,  granddaughter  of  Rer. 
Asaph  Rice,  married  Rev.  William  C.  Jnckson,  a  missionary  to  the  East^  and 
spent  several  years  in  Asia  Minor,  at  Trebizond  and  vicinity. 

Among  teachers  who  were  either  natives  of  this  town  or  were  partially 
educated  here,  may  be  mentioned  A.  Holdcn  Merriam,  J.  Russell'  Gnioti 
William  S.  Ileywood,  Francis  S.  Ileywood  and  Porter  P  Ileywood,  William 
F.  and  Edward  E.  Bradbury,  Prof.  ErasUn  Everett,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth- 
College,  and  now  a  successful  teacher  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Rev.  Prof.  Abel 
Wood,  who  for  some  years  was  connected  with  Meriden  Academy,  N.  II. ;  find 
many  females,  who  have  been^employed  as  teachers  in  thid  and  distant  parts  of 
the  country. 

Westminster  has  given  to  the  medical  profession  such  men  "as  Dr.  John 
White, .who  practised  medicine  in  his  native  to\vn  for  more  than  twenty  years; 
Dr.  Cyrus  Mann,  son  of  Rev.  Cyrus  Mann  ;  Dr.  Joel  Wyman,  a  noted  physi- 
cian of  South  Carolina;  Dr.  John  L.  White,  who  has  a  largo  and  Boceessful 
practice  in  Illinois;  Dr.  George  Miles,  also  of  Illinois;  and  Dr;  Edwin 
Buttrick,  a  graduate  of  Hamilton  College,  Clinton,  N.  Y.,  a  promiiient 
member  of  the  medical  fraternity  in  the  same  State.  Dr.  Fiavel  Cutting,  whb 
practised  medicine  tiere  many  years,  was  born  of  Westminster  parents. 

A  large  number  of  business  men  in  all  parts  of  the  country  originated  iir 
Westminster.  The  Bigelow  Brothers,  jewellers,  Boston ;.  the  Cowee  Brother*; 
Troy,  N.  Y. ;  George  and  Edward  Whitney,  Worcester;  George  Wood  of 
California ;  Hiram  Brooks  of  New  York  City ;  John  Edgell  and  J.  W.  Mooro 
of  Gardner,  and  many  others»  were  once  Westminster  man* 
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In  the  order  of  incorporation,  Wincbendon  was  the  tbirty-fiflh  town  in  tho 
oouuty..  The  grant  of  land,  from  which  it  took  its  origin  was  mode  by  tho  General 
Conrt,  Juno  10,  1735,  to  Licut«  Abraham  Tiltou  and  others.  These  grantees 
were  descendants  or  heirs  of  certain  officers  and  soldiers  who  were  in  the 
fiimons  espedition  to  Canada  in  1G90,  under  command  of  Sir  William  PcpperelK  . 
The  members  of  that  expedition,  in  -after  years,  sought  additional  compensation 
according  to  what  appears  to  bo  a  settled  policy  in  our  country,  and  tho  claim 
was  allowed  by  the  govcrninent.  Many  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  Ipswich 
were  in  the  ^cnrice,  and  the  grant  was  therefore  styled' Ipswich  Canad:v,  to 
denote  the  grantees  and  the  design  of  the  grant.  Nearly  all  the  soldiers' lo 
the  expedition  were  dead  by  the  year  1735,  but  their  children,  or  other  heirn, 
and  the  persons  to  whom  claims,  had  been  sold,  amounted  to  sixty,  who  bcc:im6 
the  proprietors  of  the  tract  of  laud  forming  the  town  of  ^yincheudon.  Tho  tract 
Xfsa  laid  out  in  sixty-three  equal  shares,  after  reserving  one  share  for  the  firct 
minister,  one  for  the  use  of  tho  ministry,  and  one  for  tho  suppoi't  of  schools. 
The  grant  was  six  miles  square*  Nenr  the  centre  of  the  tract  was  a  reserve  of 
a  few  acres  for  tho  site  of  a  meeting-house,  for  a  burying-yard,  and  a  training- 
field..  Tho  conditions  of  tho. grant  were  that  the  grantees  were  to  be  on  tho 
^premises,  and  have  each  of  them  a  house  of  eighteen  feet  square,  and  seven 
feet  stud  at  the  least ;"  in  addition,  each  right  or  grant  was  to  have  six  acres  of 
land  fitted  for  mowing,  and  the  people  were  to  build  a  meeting-house  and  settle 
a  learned  and  orthodox  minister,  all  within  five  years.  The  conditions  were 
not  fulfilled,  but  efforts  to  that  end  were  immediately  made.  In  1736,  Col.' 
Thomas  Berry,  Capt..  John  Choate  and  Cnpt.  John  llobson^  '^  went  up  the  coun« 
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try,"  located  the  township,  and  fixed  the  boundaries.  And  this  was  all.  The 
peace  which  had  prevailed  several  years  after  the  close  of  the  war  with  the  eastern 
Indians,  had  been  favorable  to  the  formation  of  new  settlements,  and  some  towns 
bad  been  founded;  but  in  1739  the  war  between  England  and  Spain  began,  in 
which  France  soon  became  involved.  In  consequence,  the  Indian  allies  of 
France  were  roused  to  action  against  the  feeble  colonists  of  New  England,  and 
new  settlements  were  discouraged  for  several  years.  In  the  meantime  a  few 
adventurers  had  been  en  the  ground,  and^.pcrhaps,  put  up  a  small  meeting-house 
and  built  a  mill ;  but  there  Tvas  nothing  which  couldjiropcrly  be  called  a  settle- 
ment previous  to  1751,  the  **old  French  and  Indian  war"  having  been  brought 
to  a  close.  -       - 

In  1752  the  proprietors  voted  $100  *•  old  tenor,"  equal  to  about  fifty-four  dollars 
in  silver  money,  to  each  one  of  the  first  ten  men  who  should  by  the  first  of  the 
next  November^  build  a  house  and  settle  a  family  in  the^ownsbip*  This  yote 
was  pasrsed  Jan.  29,  1752,  and  as  the  year  up  to  this  time-^began  inMa^ch,  the 
next  November  would  be  in  1753.  Settlers  immediately  occupied  the  place. 
One  of  the  first  was  Col.  Thomas  Berry,  who  styed  two  or  three  ycar^  foe  the 
encouragement  of  others,  and  then  returned  to  Ipswich.  Lie.ut.  Abraham 
Tilton  was  on  the  ground,  and  did  much  in  eficcting  the  settlement.  The  first 
permanent  resident  was  Richard  Day,  a  largo  proprietor,  useru)  man,  and 
deacon  of  the  church.  Thomas  Wilder,  of  the  Lancaster  stock,  was  here  till 
the  next  war,  1755-03,  took  him  away.  Abijah  Smith  was  also  a  settler,  called 
away  by  the  war,  but  he  returned.  Others  were  Gabriel  Pushey  or  Ponchey, 
a  French  refugee  from  Nova  Scotia,  William  Holt,  John  Darling,  William 
Mofiiit.  .  Before  1755,  Benjamin  Goodridgo,  Thomas  Jewett,  Joshua  Priest; 
David  Wilder,  Benoni  Boynton,  Nathaniel  Buruham,  John  Moflflitt,  and  John 
Brown  had  been  added  to  the  nnmber.  Some  of  these  left,  but  others  came^ 
so  that  by  1701,  when  the  war  was  virtually  over,  there  were  ten  or  a  dozen 
families  settled  on  the  grant.  From  this  date  settlers  came  in  rapidly.  By 
17G4,  twenty-one  men  had  added  themselves  to  the  nnmber  already  here.  Peace 
was  declared  between  England  and  Franco  in  1703.  This  stopped  the  hostili- 
ties of  the  Indians,  and  made  it  safe  to  settle  families  in  the  interior.  New 
towns  were  soon  formed.  The  inhabitants  of  Ipswich  Canada  sent  in  a  petition 
for  incorporation  as  a  tpwn,  and  the  next  }'ear,  Juno  14, 1704,  the  iict  of  incor- 
poration was  passed  by  the  General  Court,  and  signed  by  Gov.  Bernard.  The 
name  of  Winchendon  is  derived  either  from  Viscount  Wincbendon,  Earl  of 
Wharton,  or  from  a  place  named  Upper  Winchiugdon  in  Buckinghamshire, 
from  which  place  probaUy  the  viscount  derived  his  title.  It  is  thought  by  some 
that  Gov.  Bernard  gave  the  name  on  account  of  bis  own  connection  as  an  beir 
to  an  estate  in  Upper  Winchingdon. 

The  names  of  some  of  the  fathers  of  the  town,  as  collected  from  the  rceordt 
of  the  two  first  town  meetings,  here  follow :  Thomas  Mansfield,  Abel  Wilder, 
Nathaniel  Bixby,  Benoni  Boyaton,  Epbraim  Boynton,  Bicbard  Da^jr,  Jonatbaa 
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Foster,  Samuel  Croge,  Jobu  Darling,  Samuol  Titus,  Jonathan  Stimaon,  Willbm 
Odks,  Reuben  Wyman,  Timothy  Darling,  Abncr  Hale,  Silas  Whitney,  Jcmeph 
Stimson,  Bartholomew  Pearson,  Daniel  Goodridge,  Aaron  Hodskins,  Amoe 
Sprtng,  Stephen  Choato,  Nathaniel  Bumham.  Other  families  came  in  rapidly 
in  the  succeeding  years,  the  descendants  of  whom  are  still,  or  were  recently, 
residents  of  the  town.  These  bore  the  name  of  Hale,  Murdock,  Brown,  Bow- 
kcr^  Barrett,  Perlc}',  Porter,  Sherwin,  Bigelow,  Morriam,  Joslin,  Whitnqr, 
Noyes,  Bradidh,  Payson,  Houghton,  Whitcomb,  Smith,  Stuart,  Carter,  Simoikb, 
Hunt,  ^wyer,  Bridge,  Prentiss,  Knight  and  Gale.  ' 

The  town  being  thus  settled,  a  few  lines  may  bo  given  to  the  location,  boon- 
daries  and  scenery.  The  grant  was  six  miles  square,  with  the  north  line 
bordering  on  New  Hampshire.  When  the  present' line  was  run  between 
Mdssdchusetts  and  Now  Hampshire,  it  was  found  that  the  northern  line  of  this 
State  took  in  a  strip  one  mile  wide  from  New  Hampshire,  but  for  some 
unknown  reason  this  tract  of  six  square  miles  was  gireu  to  Soyalston,  and  was  ' 
called  ^  Boyalston  Leg.^  Some  years  later  it  was  assigned  to  Winchendon. 
But  this  addition  was  more  than  equalled  by  subtractions  taken  from  the 
sotithA^ast  section  when  Gardner  was  incorporated.  The  boundaries  are  now 
as  follows :  North,  by  Fitzwilliam  and  Riudgc,  N.  H. ;  east,  by  Ashbumham;^ 
south,  by  Gaixiner  and  Temploton ;  and  west,  by  Hoyalston.  The  town  con* 
tains  abr)ut  twenty-six  thousand  three  hundred  acres  of  surface,  including  land 
and  water.  It  is  one  of  the  three  towns  on  the  northern  Jine  of  Worcester 
County.  The  elevation  is  high,  the  surface,  on  the  average,  being  between  * 
ten  and  eleven  hundred  feet  above  tide-water.  The  dam  on  Miller's  River, 
near  the  Orthodox  church  in  Winchpudon  Village,  is  one  thousand  and  sixty 
feet  ab9vo  sea-levcl,  and  the  highest  land  in  the  town,  a  little  nortii^west  of  the 
meeting-house  in  the  centre,  is  about  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  eight  feet 
high.  Probably  the  neighborhood  in  the  centre  is  the  most  elevated  village  in 
the  county.  The  surface  is  very  uneven,  alternating  between  high  hills  and 
wide  valleys.  The  hills,  generally,  have  a  gentle  slope,  favoring  cultivation, 
and  in  the  westerly  part  is  a  long  sandy  plain.  The  town  is  well  watered 
with  springs,  bi'ooks,  and  Millcr*s  Hiver,  which  furnish  great  water-power. 
Thertr  is  one  beautiful  natural  pond  named  Denison  Pond,  and  the  southern 
quarter  of  Mouomonauk  Lake  lies  in  the  town.  This  body  of  water,  lying  * 
mainly  in  Rindge,  N.  H.,  as  now  raised,  covers  not  far  from  two  thousand  six 
hundred  acres.  This  immense  store  of  power,  joined  to  that  ^hich  comes-  from 
the  Nauk(iag  ponds  in  Ashburnham,  turns  the  wheels  at  Winchendon,  and  will, 
in  future,  increase  its  business  and  wealth.  The  prospect  from  many  high 
points  is  very  extensive.  At  the  south  the  dome  of  Wachusctt  rises  in  fair 
proportions;  on  the  cast,  are  the  great  and  little  Watatic;  at  the  U'jrth,  are 
the  Lyndeboro'  Hills ;  and  at  the  north-west,  towers  up  the  Grand  Monadliock, 
while  afar  off  westward  are  seen  the  summits  of  the  long  Green  Mountain 
chain.    In  the  town  itself  are  many  scenes  of  beauty,  where  in  ei\rly  times 
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were  swamps  and  rocks,  and  a  tbick  covering  of  woods,  which  gsive  a  uniform 
expresbion  to  the  landscape. 

There  was  the  usual  variety  of  woods  in  the  unbroken  forest,  but  the  i>inet. 
covered,  probably,  as  many  acres  as  all  other  trees  together.     This  fact  has 
given  a  character  to  the  town  to  the  present  time.     Besides  farming,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  people  was  early  turned  to  the  working  up  of  pine  timber,  and,^ 
from  the  number  of  shingles  split  from  the  trees,  the  place  was  called  ^Shingle 
Town"  by  outsiders.     The  trees  were  so  straight  and  rived  so  easily,  that  long 
clapboards  were  split  as  true  as  they  can  be  sawed.     The  meeting-house 
erected  at  the*  Centre  in  1792  was  taken  down,  and  rebuilt  on  a  smaller  scale  in . 
1852,  when  the  clapboards  were  used  again,  l>eing  better  than  new  sawed 
boards.    The  same  was  true  of  the  shingles,  but  these  were  too  much  broken, 
in  removing  to  be  put  on  again. 

The  people  who  felled  the  woods  and  subdued  the  fields  of  Wincbendon 
were  pl|iin,  industrious,  honest  and  moral  in  their  generation.  Few,  if  any,, 
besides  the  minister,  Bev.  Daniel  Stimpson,  and  the  first  permanent  ph3*8ician9 
Dr,  Whiton,  had  anything  more  than  a  comtnon  school  education.  A]be! 
'\Vild9r,  and  perhaps  a  few  others,  had  advance<l  farther  in  their  studica..  Th^ 
people,  as. a  wholes  were  better  material  for  the  planting  of  a  township  than, 
the  average.  Thoy  readily  complied  with  the  laws  in  relation  to  eduoatipu 
and  religion*  Schools  were  soon  started,  a  meeting-house  was  built,  and  an 
educated  minister  was  honorably  supported.  Many  of  the  leading  families, 
were  connected  with  the  Church,  and  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  were  res|)ectful 
attendants  on  public  worship.  The  annals  of  the  town  are  but  slightly  stained 
with  the  record  of  social  scandals.  Though  some  men  and  families  were  more 
thrifty  than  others,  there  was  a  general  equality  in  fortune  and  social  con- 
dition. The  hardships  of  the  first  generation  were  very  great  when  the  woods  > 
needed  to  be  opened  by  the  axe,  the  swamps  had  to  be  drained,  and  the  stones 
and  stumps  obatructed  the  plow  and  dulled  the  scythe.  Besides,  the  winters 
were  cold,  and  the  shelter  was  scanty.  Then  serpents  and  wild  beasts  called 
for  watchfidness,  and  made  life  solicitous.  But,  after  all,  the  people,  old  and 
young,  enjoyed  life.  Mrs.  Brown,  the  wife  of  the  second  'minister,  was  drawp 
into  town  on  an  ox-sled  because  of  the  depth  of  the  snow  in  the  unVoken 
roads.  This  was  in  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  She  said  of  the  people  that, 
when  she  came  to  the  town,  "  they  were  poor  as  poverty,  but  merry  as.  grigs." 
Says  Bev.  Dr.  John  Whiton,  a  native  of  the  town :  **Many  families  found  it 
difficult,  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year,  to  procure  meat,  but  subsisted  on  bread 
and  milk,  with  vegetables,  and,  of  these  even,  the  supply  was  often  scanty.  It 
was  difficult  to  rear  sheep  on  account  of  the  ravages  of  the  wolves,  and  the 
cattle  were  too  few  to  furnish  many  for  slaughter.  One  of  the  most  respecta- 
ble women  of  that  day  often  remarked  that  sometimes  sbat  became  (to  qsq  her. 
own  words)  *so  meat  hungry*  that,  could  she  have  procured  a  piece  of  meat  to 
boil  with  her  potatoes  and  turnips,  to  season  them  with  the  flesh  relish,. she 
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could  haye  bceu  pretty  well  tatiBfiedt  even  Ihougb  not  permittad  to  tMte  the 
meat  itself.** 

In  the  j'ears  just  preceding  the  outbreak  of  the  Reroliition,  the  town  wm  in 
full  sympathy  with  the  people  of  Boston  and  the  whole  Colony  in  opposition 
to  the  measures  of  the  British  Government.  The  leaders  of  the  people  were 
Richard  Day*  Abel  lYilder,  and  Moses  Hale, — all  of  whom  became  dcKicone  cif 
the  church.  Mr.  Ilnlo  was  chosen  delegate  to  a  county  convention^  and  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  in  1774.  Mr.  Wilder  was  captain  of  the  military  com- 
pany.  There  were  in  the  town  iu  1775,  acconling  to  Rev.  Dr.  Whiton,  ** about 
ninety  families,  and  near  five  hundred  and  fifty  people,  so  that, they  wero  able 
to  muster  quite  a  company  of  militia.*'  When  the  no^s  came  from  Lexington 
and  Concord,  the  people  sprang  to  arms,  and  as  **  minute-men,**  uqder  the  lead 
of  Moses  Hale,  staged  for  the  scone  of  action.  Learning  while  on  tho  way 
that  there  were  enough  at  Cambridge,  they  returned  home,  and  attended  to 
their  spring  work,  and  put  themselves  iu  preparation  for  the  opening  contenr. 
Abel  Wilder  was  commissioned  captain,  and,  by  letters  dated  May  6  and  10,  it 
appears  that  his  company  were  in  Cambridge.  The  company  was  composc^of 
men  from  Winchendon^  Templeton  and  Royalston.  Among  tho  soldiers  from 
Winchendon  were  Benjamin  Rice.,  Amos  Ilale,  Pavid  Stoddard,  Samuel 
Bradisb,  John  Day,  Nathan  Day,  Timothy  Darling,  Samuel  Brown,  and  Eliaha 
Brown.  Some  twelve  or  fidtcen  of  the  company  were  personally  engaged  in 
the  Imttlo  of  tlunkcr  Hill,  the  remainder  I)eing  on  guard  or  otherwise  employed. 
Those  from  this  town  engaged  in  the  thick  of  the  fight  were  Wilder,  Bradish, 
Stodclard,  Rice  and  Hale,  and  perhaps  others.  .  Stoddard  was  covered  with 
earth  thrown  up  by  a  cannon-ball ;  Bradish  lost  an  eye ;  Capt.  Wilder  fired  his 
gun  ^nineteen  times,  with  good  chances.**  By  another  letter,  it  appears  that 
he  continued  firing  until  bis  gun  was  so  stopped  up  ^that  bo  could  fire  it  no 
longer.**  /*Tbc  balls  flew  very  thick,'*  but  tho  captain  .and  his  men.  escaped 
fatal  casualties.  Thp  following  lines  cast  a  gleam  of  light  on  tho  state  of  things 
in  Boston  in  the  spring  and  summer  of  1775 :  ^The  people  are  coming  out  of 
boston  daily.  I  was  at  Charlestown  Ferry  Monday,  to  see  a  load  como  over. 
They  seemed  to  bo  glad  that  they  bad  got  out,,  but  looked  liack  sober  to  think 
they  bid  left  nil  their  substance  behind  them." 

On  the  Fourth  of  July,  177G,  while  the  Continental  Congress  was  voting  on 
the  immortal  Declaration  of  Independence,  tho  citizens  of  Winehendou  unani- 
mously  resolved  '^that  if  tho  honorable  Continental  Congress  should  think  j[>est 
fpr  the  safety  of  these  Colonies  to  declare  them  independent  of  tho  kingdom  of 
Oreat  Britain,  that  wo  will,  with  our  lives  and  fortunes,  8upi>ort  them  in  the 
measure.**  At  the  March  meeting,  1777,  the  Declaration  was  read  by  order  of 
the  Legislature,  and  was  put  on  record  as  a  '^perpetual  memorial  thereof.** 
The  story  of  the  Revolution  cannot  bo  crowded  into  a  town  history,  nor  can 
the  deeds  and  sacrifices  of  a  single  town  be  condensed  into  such  a  sketch  as 
this.     It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  people  of  Winchendon,  male  and  fen^loy 
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old  and  young,  adhered  to  the  patriotic  cause  till  the  Wi1r  was  triumphantly 
closed  at  Yorktown.  The  hardships  of  the  men  in  the  field,  and  the  lulibrs, 
privations  and  anxieties  of  the  wives  and  children  at  home,  cannot  be  made 
real  to  us  by  any  effort  <  f  the  imagination.  In  the  progress  of  the  \^hr,  nearly 
every  man  of  the  prescribed  age  and  liable  to  military  duty  was  in  the  seifvi^o, 
more  or  less.  Some  were  eng:iged  in  the  Continental  Atmy  '*for  three  years, 
or  during  the  ^Var" ;  others  were  out  but  a  few  months ;  nnd  others  for'  only  a 
•  few  days,  on  some  special  service.  Tbe'contributions  of  money,  clothing,  food 
and  other  stores  were  a  severe  drain  on  the  resources  of  the  inhabitants,  but 
they  cheerfully  bore  the  burdens  which  were  necessary  for  the  achievement  of 
national  life  and  ctmstitutional  freedom. 

The  exhaut^tion  of  the  war  left  many  men  in  debt,  and  the  hard  times  whicii  fol- 
lowed, during  a  few  years,  led  to  wide-spread  discontent.  Debtors  lavorcd 
"stay  laws'*  to  liberate  them  from  paying  their  debts  when  due,  and  they  tried  to 
prevent- the  sessions  of  the  courts  in  order  to  delay  civil  process,  and  thus  post- 
pone  pay-day.  Finally,  in  1786,  the  discontented  took  up  arms,  and  became 
rebels  again>t  the  government  of  the  State.  It  is  a  matter  of  record  that  many 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Wincbendon  were  in  sympathy  with  the  insurgents.  TJicy 
took  the  Icjid  in  town  meeting  on  several  occasions.  At  one  time  the  two  par- 
ties were  assembled  on  opposite  sides  of  the  Common.  AVhile  the  friends  of 
the  government  were  engaged  in  running  bullets  at  the  house  of  Esquire  Crosby » 
the  followers  of  Shays  were  doing  the  same  at  the  house  of  a  neighbor.  At  a 
meeting  on  the  Common  to  raise  recruits,  the  drumnier  went  round,  but  none 
followed  him.  The  Shaysites  were  in  the  majority.  At  length,  AVilliam  Whit- 
ney, head  of  all  the  Whitneys  in  this  section,  called  out  to  his  eldest  son, 
Phinehas,  **Turn  out,  Phm.'*  Instantly  Phin.  stepped  from  thei  cro^d  aad  fol- 
lowed the  drummer.  One  after  another  followed  his  example,  :^nd  the  quota 
was  soon  filled.  AVheil  the  ihsurgents  took  the  field  and  actual  war 'stared 
them  in  the  face,  few,  if  any  men  of  Winchendon  were  in  the  ranks,  but  sev- 
eral liesTdes  young  Phin.  Whitney  were  in  the  army  of  this  ptirsuers  who  dv^r^ 
took  the  rebels  at  Petersham,  on  a  cold  winter  morning,  and  scattered  them 
like  cbttff  before  a  gale.  The  misgaided  men  soon  bad  their  grievaQcci 
redressed,  as  far  as  possible,  by  the  government,  and  settled  down  into  law- 
abiding  citizens.  The  people  of  the  town,  with  individual  exceptions/ bad 
nothing  more  to  do  with  war,  personally,  till  the  outbreak' of  the  Itebellion  in 
1861. 

The  first  mention  of  schools  in  the  records  is  under  date  of  May  5,  1765, 
the  year  after  the  town  was  organized,  when  eight  dollars  were  appropriated  for 
a  school  at  the  Centre.  Tlio  next  year  the  sum  was  twenty  dollars.  Doubt- 
less there  was  a  school  of  some  kind  before  this  date..  In  I7U7  it  was  voted, 
*^tbe  extreme  parts  of  the  town  to  have  a  school  by  themselves,  they  providing' 
a  place  and  keeper.''  A  bill  woa  paid  by  the  town  this  year,  to  pay  for  ^  a 
horse  to  bring  the  school  dame  up  and  carry  her  down  again.''    Tho  cost  waas* 
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fire-shilliDgs.  It  occms  that  tbcy  had  to  go  out  of  loim  to  obtaia  the  only 
teacher.  AppropriatioDs  were  slightly  iiicro:i8od  in  the  years  before  the  Rero» 
]:ition.  Eighty  acres  of  the  schcH>l  land  were  rented  in  1772,  and  tho  pro* 
ceedSy.in  addition  to  $12  raised  l>y  tax,  w^re  used  for  schooling*  Mrs.  Diiwn, 
the  ** school  dame"  was  boarded  four  weeks  for  twelve  shiilinss:  In  1774  this 
town  was  divided  into  six  sections,  each  of  which  was  to  have  a  school,  but 
the  terms  were  short.  By  the  law  at  that  time,  tho  town  was  a  school  dislricf, 
and  had  the.  entire  control  of  the  schools,  as  at  present,  where  districts  have 
recently  been  alK)Iished.  It  was  several  years  before  school-houses  were 
erected  in  the  several  sections  or  ^squadrons.**  The  schools  were  kept  in  pri- 
vate houses,  coopers'  shops,  and  sometimes  in  barns,  during  summer.  lu  the 
arrangement  of  schools  for  many  years,  nearly  up  to  the  close  of  tho  ccntiiry, 
no  school-house  was  set  up  in  Winchendon  village.  Spring  Village  or  Watef- 
yille,  those  villages  not  being  then  in  exis^tence.  In  1780  it  was  voted  **tbat 
a  schoolmaster  be  hired  to  keep  school  nine  months  in  a  year.''  Also,  **that 
the  nine  months'  schooling  l)e  equally  divided  into  six  jxirts,  to  bo  kept  in  tho 
several  -places  agreed  upon  by  the  town."  This  seems  to  indicate  that  school- 
houses  were  not  yet  built.  The  appropriations  increased,  and  in  1785  th«» 
grant  for  schooling  was  $50. 

By  action  taken  in  178G  five  or  six  school-houses  were  soon  erected,  at  a 
total  cost  of  $300.  Prolxibly  some  work  was  given  in  the  several  squadrons 
or  quarters.  Before  1799  the  annual  appropriation  was  raised  to  $4/i0.  At 
this  time  Dr.  Israel  Whiton  was  in  full  practice^  and  had  medical  students.  In 
the  winter  months  these  young  men  were  engaged  in  teaching  the  schools,  and- 
this  added  to  their  value.  ' 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Whiton,  whoso  early  training  was  in  the  centre  school,  leaves 
the  testimony  that  the  cause  of  education  in  tho  town,  received  a  great  im- 
pulse near  the  opening  of  this  century,  from  Edward  Payson  of  Riudge,  after- 
wards the  celebrated  divine.  Bcfjro  this  time  the  town  had  been  districted^ 
and  prudential  committees  were  chosen  in  each  district ;  Imt  the  appmbation 
of  teachers  and  tho  examination  of  tho  schools  was  the  duty  of  the  town's,  com- 
mittee, of  which  the  minister  was  ex  officio  a  mcm1>cr,  and  genendly  chair- 
man. Indeed  he  was  the  school  comu)itteo ;  and  the  whole  superintendence 
was  devolved  upon  him. 

In  1808,  the  sum  mised  for  schooling  was  $500;  in  1829,  it  was  $600;' in 
1^33,  it  was  $700 ;  and  in  1840,  it  was  raised  to  $1,000. 

A  ^reat  eflbrt  was  made  in  1810,  to  raise  the  standard  of  education  in  the 
town ;  and  a  committee  of  which  Daniel  Ilenshaw  was  chairman,  presented  to 
the  town  an  able  report  on  the  sul»jcct,  wilh  valuable  (<uggcstioRS,  some  of 
which  were  adopted.  In  1829,  the  late  Hon.  Elisha  Murdork  was  placed  on 
the  school  committee,  a  position  which  he  occupied  till  18(13.  His  influence 
was  greatly  beneficial  to  a  whole  generation  of  scholars.  There  was  a  steady 
rise  in  the  amount  of  money  devoted  to  schooling,  as  appears  from  the  follow- 
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ing  figures.  In  1844,  tbe  sum  granted  was  $1,100 ;  in  1846,  ^1,200 ;  in  1848, 
$1,500- 

An  attempt  to  start  a  high  school  in  1851,  was  not  successful,  but  in  tbo 
course  of  two  or  three  years,  an  appropriation  was  secured,  and  the  school  was 
opened,  under  the  care  of  Mr.  E.  A.  Upton  as  principal.  The  district  system 
TVas  abolished  in  1867.  In  1866-07,  the  new  and  spacious  high-school  house 
was  erected.  In  1868,  the  appropriation  for  schools  was  $3,800.  There  has 
been^n  increase  since,  corresponding  to  the  increase  of  population.  In  1877— 
78,  the  whole  cost  o£  the  schools,  including  superintendence,  printing,'  &c., 
was  $4,631.31.  The  number  of  the  schools  is  eighteen  at  present,  and  the 
average  length  is  six  months  and  a  quarter. 

Tlie  Winchendon  Academy  was  founded  in  the  year  1843,  by  the  lieito 
Ephraim  Murdoch,  Sr.,  Esq.,  who  erected  a  handsome  building,  which  was  used 
without  charge,  by  successive  teachers.  Their  names  hero  follow :  John  6. 
Giles,  Levi  O.  Stevens,  Stephen  F.  Kellogg,  Charles  L.  Brace,  A.  H.  Mer- 
riam,  and  Bev.  Mr.  Willmarth.  These  gentlemen  were  all  graduates  of  col- 
lege, and  under  them  many  youth  of  Winchendon  and  the  adjoining. tof^ns 
enjoyed  good  advantages  for  mental  improvement.  Besides  the  academy 
building,  Mr.  Murdock  also  erected  a  large  boarding-house  for  the  use  of  the 
principal,  and  the  accommodation  of  scholars  from  abroad.  The  design  of  the 
founder  was  liberal  and  praiseworthy,  but  when  the  law  was  passed,  requiriu'X 
towns  containing  five  hundred  families,  or  twenty-five  hundred  inhabitants  tc.i 
support  a  high  school,  it  was  seen  that  an  academy  would  not  be  needed.  Mr. 
Murdock  therefore  inserted  in  his  will  the  provision  that  the  academy  building 
should  be  the  property  of  the  town  on  condition  that  it  should  be  used  for 
educational  purposes.  The  bequest  was  gratefully  accepted  by  tbe  town.  This 
was  in  1853,  when  (he  high  school  was  established.  This  school  was  kept  in 
the  academy  until  the  elegant  high-school  house  was  erected  in  1867.  Since 
then  the  academy  has  been  occupied  by  schools  of  a  lower  grade.  ScVera! 
pupils  in  the  academy  and  the  high  school  entered  different  colleges,  and  were 
graduated  with  honor. 

The  first  roads  to  Winchendon  were  bridle-paths.  The  first  roads  iti  the 
town  >vere  very  rough  and  almost  impassable  for  wheels.  High  hills,  wet  valleys 
and  frequent  streams  of  water,  including  Miller's  River  in  both  branches,  were 
great  impediments  to  travel  and  transportation.  There  were  two  roads  fnun 
the  towns  below  to  Winchendon  in  the  years  between  the  first  settlement,  and  tbo 
organization  of  the  town.  One  came  through  Westminster  and  Gardner,  fniin 
Leominster  and  Lancaster ;  the  other  came  from  Groton  through  Lunenburg 
and  Ashburnham.  Probably  the  latter  was  in  greatest  use.  At  that  time 
the  valley  of  the  Connecticut  was  settled  by  a  considerable  iK>ptt!ation,  iiml, 
there  was  constant  travel  between  the  vallej'  and  the  seaboard.  To  bring  a 
portion  of  tbo  travel  thniugh  (heir  town  the  proprietors,  as  early  as  1737, 
voted  ^  that  there  be  a  road  cut  from  Earlington  as  near  as  may  bo  to  the  meeJU 
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iog-buuso  lott,  at  the  charge  of  the  proprii-tore."  At  a  snheequent  meeting 
sis  pounds  were  gnmtcd  to  such  proprietors  as  should  cot  a  ho/r^O'Vnty  frum  Earl- 
ington  (Xortbficlil)  to  the  oKI  Ccntro.  Soon  after  the  settlement  was  weU 
begun,  roads  were  oi^ened  to  Ashbumham*  Temploton,  Royalston  and  Rindge* 
besides  numerous  by-waj's  to  accf>mmodate  scattered  families  who  needed  a 
pasMge  to  meeting,  to  school,  to  the  mill,  and  the  store. 

The  first  bridge  oyer  Miller's  Uiver  was  made  very  early,  about  1753.     It- 
was  thu  bridge  about  a  mile  north-west  of  Watcrville,  on  the  road  to  Royalston. 
Tears  later  a  bridge  was  built  a  few  rods  below  the  dam  at  the  machine-sliop  of 
Good;?pccd  &  Wyman.     Olhcr  bridges  were  set  up  as  they  were  needed,  or  the 
people  could  afEird  to  build  them.     Frequent  freshets .  swept  them  away,  ami 
caused  additional  expense.     The  records  contain  many  references  to  roads  and 
bridges,  showing  that-facilitics  for  tnirel  were  obtained  at  great  cost  of  money, 
time  and  labor.     The  largest  appropriation  in  any  one  year,  in  the  last  century,' 
seems  to  have  been  in  1794,  when  £150  were  raised.    FrcMn  the  beginning, 
till  1800,  the  inhabitants  had  been  making  bridle-paths,  cart-roads  and  high- 
ways for  ^hcir  convenience,  without  much  reg:ird  to  system;  but  in  1802  a 
committee  was  chosen,  ^to  ascertain  the  bounds,  of  the  roads,  and  straighten, 
thenu^    The. committee  were  Dea.  Moses  ILilc,  a  surveyor,  Lieut.  Paul  Ray- 
luond,  who  had  a  talent  for  road  and  bridge  making,  and  Capt*  Thomas  Graton^ 
who  had  experience  in  the  business.      The.  chairman  went  over  the   roads 
of  the  whole  town,  finding  the  old  bounds  when  [Missible,  but  making  the  roads 
straight  without  undue  regard  to  the  traveled  way.     The  Hon.  ArtemasHalo 
of  Bridgewatcr,  was  then  a  boy,  and  carried  the  chain  for  his  father.  Ho  is  etill 
living,  and  though  very  aged,  enjoys  life  and  health  to  a  remarkable  degree* 

During  more  than  a  half  century,  from  the  latter  (Kirt.of  the  last  century  to 
the  opening  of  the  Cheshii*e  I^iilroad  in  1847,  Winchendon  was  on  tlie  great* 
thoroughfare  of  travel  from  the  north-west  to  Boston,  and  there  was  a  continual 
passing  of  teams  both  in  summer  and  winter.  These  came  from  Eastern  Ver- 
mont and  Western  New  Hampshire,  loaded  with  the  products  of  the  soil  and 
the  inill,  and  returned  with  nicrchanilisc.  Large  sums  of  money  were  laid  out 
on.  the'  lino  of  travel,  to  in^luce  teamsters  to  pass  through  the  town,  and 
patronize  the  taverns  located  at  suitable  intervals.  In  this  way  quite  a  market 
was  made  for  the  products  of  the  farms.  AVhen  night  came  thei*e  Wf>uld,  in 
some  seasons,  be  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  horses  to  Ik)  put  up  at  a  single  tavern. 
The  upturned  -fills  of  sleighs  looked  like  a  young  forest  divested  of  foliage. 
Four,,  six,  eight,  and  sometimes  nine  horses  were  in  a  single  team.  The 
drivers  thronged  the  tavern  ;  the  great  fires  roared  in  the  chimneys ;  the  tables 
were  loaded  witli  substantial  food ;  and  the  bar-room  recked  with  the  fumes  of 
flip  and  tobacco.  Story,  song  and  laugliter  filled  the  evening  hours.  The 
taverns  which  had  the  most  patronage  in  early  times,  were  those  of  Mr.  Nichols 
and  others,  bi^lf-wny  from  the  village  to  the  Centre ;  of  Mr.  McElwain  and 
others  at  the  Centre;  and  that  of  Dea.  ILilc,  where  Mr.  Maynard.  has  long 
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resided.  Later,  the  hotel  of  the  late  Isaac  Morse,  Esi].,  in  the  Village,  took 
the  chief  patronage  of  the  traveling  public.  It  is  now  the  American  House* 
Within  a  few  years  a  large  hotel  was  erected,  near  (he  railroad  stiition,  called 
the  Monadnock  House,  now  changed  in  name  to  Tremont  House. 

Early  in  1795,  Jotham  Johnson  of  Leominster,  informed  (he  public  that  be 
would  tnmsport  "the  mail'*  from  Boston  to  Charlcstown,  N.  H.',  conveying  it 
in  winter  in  a  covered  sleigh,  carrying  passengers  at  threepence  i)er  roiliey  with 
fourteen  pounds  baggage,  gratis.  The  mail  was  carried  on  horseback  in  sum- 
mer several  years.  At  length  Johnson  tried  the  experiment  of  running  a  four- 
horse  stage.  This  was  an  epoch  in  travel ;  the  people  ran  to  the  windows  when 
the  stage  went  by,  and  a  crowd  gathered  aronnd  the  stage-house.  But  the 
patronage  was  too  small  to  jubiity  the  continuance  of  the  route. 

While  more  attention  is  given  to  the  making  of  good  roads  and  streets  than 
formevly,  there  is  less  interest  in  great  through  routes  since  the  Cheshire  Rail- 
way was  opened,  by  reason  of  which  the  stages,  and  all  the  great  teams  were 
immediately  withdrawn.  The  railroad  which  reached  the  Village  in  1817,  gave 
a.  now  impulse  to  business  which  has  been  felt  to  the  present  time.  The  open- 
ing of  the  Monadnock  Railroad  seven  or  eight  years  since,  gave  new  facilities 
to  business  men.  The  Boston,  Barre  and  Gardner  road  from  Worcester  to 
Winchendon,  and  the  Ware  River  road,  between  Palmer  and  Winchendon, 
have  made  the  Village  a  railway  centre.  Travel  and  transportation  are  increased 
many  fold,  but  the  old  days  of  country  taverns  and  good  cheer  around  the  grdat 
fire  place  of  "  mine  host "  are  gone  forever. 

'The  town  has  made  provision  for  the  poor  ever  since  there  were  any  who 
needed  help.  The  first  settlors  of  a  town  are  generally  not  rich  in  this  world*a  ' 
goods ;  but  those  who  are  unable  to  take  care  of  themselves  prefer  to  remain 
in  older  communities.  At  an  early  date  the  town  exorcised  its  legal  right 
to  warn  out  one  or  more  families  whose  lawful  settlement  was  elsewhere. 
This  might  have  been  to  prevent  a  poor  or  vicious  family  from  becoming 
objects  of  public  charit}\  The  first  method  of  providing  for  the  helpless  tras 
by  way  of  private  kindness  and  charity.  When  the  town  undertook  the  busi- 
ness, there  was  no  poor-house  or  farm  where  paupers  could  be  boused  and 
cared  for ;  but  the  poor  were  **  bid  off,"  as  the  phrase  was :  that  is,  the  town 
officers  took  bids  to  see  who  would  take  charge  of  the  poor  at  the  lowest  price. 
It  was  a  stipulation  that  the  children  of  poor  families  should  have  the  usual 
amount  of  schooling  provided  for  the  children  of  the  town.  As  a  general 
thing  the  poor  were  treated  kindly ;  but  there  was  nn  opportunity  for  abuse  in. 
various  ways.  The  selectmen  or  overseers  of  the  poor,  however,  hnd  fall 
control,  and  could  enforce  good  treatment  or  remove  the  wards  of  the  town. 
The  next  aiTangement  was  to  buy  a  house  and  farm,  obtain  a  good  overseer 
an<l  put  the  poor  under  his  care.  It  was  supposed  that  the  expense  would  be 
reduced  in  this  way,  while  the  homeless  poor  wciuld  be  provided  with  a  steady 
home,  which  they  might  feel  was  in  some  sense  their  own.    In  1817^  jnrt 
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before  the  temperaDce  movement  began  to  stop  the  tide  of  intempenince  which 
was  coming  in  like  a  floocl»  the  town  chose  a  committee  to  see  what  couU  lie 
done  to  prevent  pauperism  by  removing  tlio  causes,  and  how  best  to  snpiMHi 
those  who  were  dependent.  They  found  the  cause  in  the  free  use  of  intoxi- 
cating drinks ;  and  they  suggested  that  tavern-keepers  and  retailers  of  spiritn- 
(Ais  liquors  should  be  compelled  to  observe  the  law  in  reg:ird  to  their  bu^iuess, 
or  have  their  licenses  taken  away.  Another  committee,  chosen  in  182:1  to 
purchase  a  poor-farm,  made  a  report  in  which  they  referred  to  the  caiMCS  of 
lK>verty .  In  this  they  spoke  in  regard  to  the  ^  expediency  of  immediately 
posting  those  who  make  too  free  use  of  intoxicatiug  liquors,  and  committing 
to  the  work-house  those  who  are  idle  and  mis-spcuding  their  time.**  The 
**  posting^  referred  to  was  an  ancient  custom,  whereby  men  not  entirely  lost  to 
shame  were  sometimes  brought  back  to  decency.  If  a  man  was  idle, — given 
to  hauuting  taverns  and  driukiug  to  excess, — -he  was  ^posted,**  and  all  i)er»ons 
were  forbidden  to  supply  him  with  intoxicating  liquors.  It  is  related  of  one 
man,  that,  wlien  roused  by  being  '^posted,''  to  a  se.nse  of  the  d^rndation  to 
which  he  had  sunk,  he  said,  ''it  was  worse  than  dying.'' 

The  poor-farm  and  house  were  purchased  in  the  spring  of  1828 ;  and  it. was 
voted  that  the  poor-house  should  be  a  work-house.  Since  that  time  the  poor 
have  been  supported  on  the  farm ;  and  generally  have  been  under  the  care  of 
suitable  siiperiatondents.  The  appropriations  for  their  support  have  been 
generous;  and  they  have  had  the  privilege  of  attending  meeting  on  the  Sab- 
bath, or  of  having  meetings  at  their  home,  conducted  by  the  clergymen  of  the 
town.     The  latter  service  has  been  occasional. 

There,  was  one  case  in  which  the  town  was  obliged  to  support  a  man  in  his 
bid  age,  whose  history  bad  points  of  interest.  Eden  London  was  a  slave,  ia 
fact,  though  it  is  claimed  that  he  was  not  legally  such  in  Massachusetts.  He  ^ 
had  l)elon<]ced  to  several  masters  in  different  towns,  but  at  last  was  sold  to. 
Jonathan  Stimson  of  Winchendon.  Passing  from  him  to  Tbomas  Sawyer  and 
from  him  to  Daniel  Goodridge,  he  enlisted  in  the  three  years'  service  in  1776^ 
whereupon  his  master  received  the  whole  of  bis  bounty  and  part  of  bis  wages. 
Eden  was  to  have  bis  freedom  for  taking, the  place  of  his  master  in  the  service. 
The  question  in  law  was,  to  what  town  could  Eden  London  look  for  support  in 
old  age  and  poverty?  The  court  in  1807  decided  that,  ^ before  the  Revolution; 
the  settlement  of  a  slave  always  followed  that  of  bis  master."  This  threw 
Eden  upon  the  town ;  and  be  was  supported  to  old  age.  The  tradition  b,  that 
he  was  **  a  pretty  smart  man." 
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The  histoiy  of  the  churches  will  I>e  <^ivcu  in  the  order  of  their  orgaQization. 
The  first  Congrefl^ational  church  was  formecl  iu  1762,  but  records  from  that 
time  to  1800  are  lost ;  but  as  the  town  was  a  parish  duwu  to  about  the  year 
1825,  there  are  entries  fn  the  records  of  the  town  that  relate  to  the  church.  la 
1752  a  small  frame  of  a  meeting-house  was  raised,  but  the  bouse  was  never 
finished.  A  small  sum  of  money  was  raised  to  procure  preaching  during  the 
winter.  The  meetings  were  held  in  a  ^room.''  In  1761  a  meeting-house,  was 
built  at  the  south  end  of  the  Common.  In  September  it  was  voted  by  the  towQ 
to  settle  a  minister,  and  Mr.  Daniel  Stimpson  was  oflfered  ^  the  minister's  right 
and  sixty  pounds  of  money,  and  sixty  pounds  salary .'^  At  another  meeting  it 
was  agreed  '^that  instead  of  giving  ye  said  Daniel  Stimpson  sixty  puunda 
salary  yearly  so  long  as  he  shall  carry  on  the  ministry,  to  give  him  sixty 
pounds  salary  yearly  so  long  as  he  shall  continue  our  minister.**  Tliis  secured 
support  in  sickness  and  in  old  age.  Mr.  Stimpson  was  ordained  Dec.  15^ 
1762,  and  it  is  supposed  that  the  church  was  first  organized  by  the  council 
bisforci  proceeding  to  the  services  of  ordination.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College.  After  a  brief  ministry,  of  less  than  six  years,  he  died  suddenly,  of  a 
violent  putrid  fever,  July  20,  1768.  The  town  had  a  meeting  the  same  day, 
and  voted  :  **to  bear  the  charges  that  may  arise  at  tbe.funend  of  our  deceased 
pastor;"  and  *^ that  the  Bearers  ber desired  to  preach  one  Sabbath  day,"  each. 
This  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  widow.  There  are  no  records  to  show  boir 
many  were  admitted  to  the  church  in  his  pastoi*ate,  but  it  is  known  that  several 
of  the  principal  men  in  the  town  were  pillars  in  the  church.  Dea.  Richard  Day. 
was  a  man  of  large  property  and  influence,  Dea.  Moses  Hale  became  a  leading 
man  as  years  advanced,  and  Hon.  Abel  Wilder  bad  few  equals  in  the  county  in 
all  the  elements  of  Christian  manhood. 

The  next  minister  was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Brown,  also  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College.  He  was  chosen,  in  the  town  meeting,  by  ^a  unanimous  vote  to  settle 
in  the  ministry."  His  settlement  and  salary  were  liberal,  for  those  timest 
besides  the  use  of  two  additional  ministerial  lots.  He  bad  also  liberty  ^  to  be 
absent  two  Sabbaths  in  a  year."  The  ordination  took  place  May  24,  1769. 
He  was  happily  settled,  among  a  united  people.  There  were,  according  to  Dr« 
Whiton,  aU»ut  sixty  families  in  the  place,  with  a  population  not  far  from  three 
hundred  and  fifty.    Mr.  Brown  was  a  man  of  ability,  and  appears  to  have  been 

TOL.U« 


ASS  TOWN  OP 


acceptable  to  the  cburcb  and  town  for  a  long  series  of  yean.    The  popakitioB 
incroasecl,  and  by  1790  (be  demand  for  u  new  and  larger  house  of  worship  wna 
imperative.     The  bouse  was  buiU  in  1792,  and  dedicated  on  the  first   day  of 
J'annaryt  1793.     It  was  a  good-sized  bouse,  wcH  built,  and  was  Ibc  prido  of 
the  town  for  a  generation,  or  until  more  modern  architecture  made  it  aocm 
antiquated.     Nearly  thirty  years  of  \yetice  and  of  ordinary  prosperity  pnssed 
away,  when  dissatisfaction  began  to  be  expressed  by  some  members  of  tho 
cburcb.    This  grew  and  spread  through  the  town.     The  consequence  was,  an 
unhappy  controversy,  in  which  the  minister  was  sustained  by  councils  and  tho 
courts,  but  his  dismission  was  the  result.     The  council  was  held  Sept.   S, 
1799,  but  the  dismission  was  not  legally  effected  till  certain  points  were  com- 
plied  with  by  the  parish. 

The  influence  of  this  contest  was  bad,  but  in  a  short  time  there  was  a 
restoration  of  harmony.  After  hearing  various  ^  supplies,"  Bev.  Levi  Piltsburyt '' 
a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College,  class  of  1798,  was  ordained  June  23,  ISOL 
His  ministry  lasted  until  April  5,  1819,  and  was  filled  with  usefulness. 
Though  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and,  in  that  respect,  in  opposition  to  the  lai^ 
majority  of  the  church  and  town,  he  was  held  in  high  esteem.  He  w:is  a  man  of 
fair  abilities  and  scholarship,  of  deep  sincerity  and  devoted  piety.  His  influence 
held  the  town  to  the  ancient  faith,  and  prepared  tho  way  for  the  great  loligious 
interest  which  pervaded  the  community  soon  after  his  lamented  decease. 

Rev.  Elam  Clark,  a  man  gifted  with  remarkable  pulpit  talents,  was  invited  ' 
to  be  his  successor,  but  declined,  when  the  Rev.  Eber  Jj.  Clark  was  called, 
and  his  installation  took  place  Oct.  13,  1820.     He  was  a  minister  of  great  ' 
energy,  and  made  his  mark  on  the  congregation,  and  in  a  pastorate  of  about  ' 
fifteen  years  the  church  was  enlarged  by  many  new  members*  chiefly  on  C(m« 
fession  of  their  faith  in  Christ.     His  letter  of  resignation  was  accepted  Jan.   * 
2,  1835.     On  the  second  day  of  March,  183G,  the  Rev.  Daniel  O.  Morton  was 
inducted  into  the  pastorate,  as  his  successor.     There  wore  then  in  the  church 
onejhundred  and  seventy-one  members.     During  his  active  ministry,  ofia  little  ' 
over  five  years,  a  large  number  was  added  by  profession.     The  influence  of  - 
Mr.  Mortti^  and  Mr.  Clark  remains  in  the  town  to  this  day,  though  they  are 
remembered  by  few  now  on  tho  stagv}  of  action.     Mr.  Morton  was  dismissed 
June  29,  1841.     Rev.  Benjimin  Rice  w;is  acting  pastor  about  three  yexirs. 
Tliis    was   the    era  of   *' supplies,''  which  lasted   till    Nov.    10,  1846,  when 
Rev.  Malachi  Bulhird  was  ordained.     In  the  meantime  the  North  Church  bad    - 
been  formed  in.  tho  village.     Mr.  Bullard  died  in  the  spring  of  1849,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  John  Storrs,  in  August  of  the  same  year.     He  was  sud- 
denly cut  off  in  May,  1832.     During  his  ministry  tho  ancient  meeting-house 
was  taken  down,  and  rebuilt  on  a  smaller  scale,  but  large  enough  for  the 
reduced  congregation.     The    Rev.  Benjamin  F.  Clarke  succeeded  Oct.    24, 
1855.     He  continued  nearly  ten  years.     AH  these  were  faithful  ministers,  and 
of  great  sei:vice  in  maintaining  the  influence  of  religion  amid  discouraging 
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circumstances,  owing  to  the  change  and  removal  of  the  population.  Since  the 
removal  jof  Mr.  Clarke,  the  church  has  been  served  by  the  Rev.  Milan  H. 
Hitchcock,  now  a  devoted  missionary  at  Ccmstuntinople,  Rev.  David  Brighamt 
and  others.  At  present  Rev.  Levi  Brighain  is  supplying  the  pulpit.  The 
church  and  congregation  have  been  much  weakened  by  the  removal  of  the 
people  to  the  Village  and  to  other  places,  but  with  much  self-denial,  public 
worship  is  still  maintained. 

The  Baptists  hegan  to  have  preaching  in  the  south-west  section  of  the  town 
as  early  as  1783.  The  church  at  New  Boiston,  as  that  section  is  styled,  was 
organized  about  the  opening  of  this  century.  Elder  Samuel  Simonds  was  the 
first  btated  minister.  He  was  active  and  devoted  in  his  calling,  and  appears  to 
have  had  the  conGdence  and  respect  of  the  whole  community.  Iii  IS20  ijffi- 
meeting-house  in  New  Boston  was  built,  through  the  influence  of  Mr.  Simonds. 
The  church  had  a  healthy  growth,  and  the  first  pastor's  name  is  still  mcntionecl' 
gratefully  by  aged  people  who  were  benefited  by  his  labors.  Elder  Jones 
followed  him.  Rev.  Warren  Cooper  and  Rev.  Andrew  Dunn  were  the  pastors 
from  1840  to  about  1853.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Fay  followed  the  second  pastorate  of 
Mr.  Cooper. 

The  first  sermon  ever  delivered  in  Winchendon  by  a  Methodist  preacher,  was^ 
by  Lorenzo  Dow,  in  Octol)er,  1796.  ^  This  man's  name  appears  in  connection 
with  the  origin  of  several  churches  in  the  region.  At  the  above  date  he  was 
nineteen  years  of  age.  The  Methodist  Episcopal' Church  was  organized  in 
18Q0,  and  the  meeting-bouse  was  on  Tallow  Hill,  so  called,  in  the  north-west 
section  of  the  town  in  1807.  The  church  in  the  Vilhigo  was  erected  in  1833,  and 
enlarged  in  1851.  There  is  no  space  to  record  the  names  of  the  more  than 
sixty  successive  pastors  of  this  church,  but  it  may  be  said  that,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  they  made  a  good  record,  as  faithfnl  and  godly  men.  The  Sabbath 
sch(M)l  was  formed  in  1824,  and  has  been  well  sustained.  The  societj  and 
church  have  increased  with  the  growth  of  the  town.  In  1875-6,  a  new  and 
elegant  house  of  worship  was  erected.  The  present  minister  is  Rev.  l^Ir. 
Hanaford.     The  society  owns  a  respectable  and  comfortable  parsonage. 

The  North  Congregational  Church  was  organized  Dec.  7,  1843.  A  society 
had  olready  erected  a  neat  ond  convenient  house  of  worship.  Mr.  A.  P.  lilarvin, 
then. in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  New  Haven,  having  received  a  imanimous  , 
invitation  from  both  church  and  parish,  was  ordained  Jan.  10,  1844.  He  had 
supplied  the  pulpit  of  the  First  Church  in  the  Centre,  during  the  pre- 
ceding six  months.  The  church  was  composed  of  sixty-seven  members.  The 
society  was  self-supporting,  and  immediately  1)egan  to  help  others  by  regular 
contributions.  In  1855  the  bouse  was  enlarged,  and  improved  by  fitting  up  a 
vestry  and  ladies' rooms  in  the  high  basement.  Mr..  Marvin  was  dismissed 
Aug.  22,  1866,  after  a  pleasant  pastorate  of  over  twenty-two  and  a  half  years, 
having  been  invited  to  engage  in  another  service.  The  number  of  the  members 
bad  been  much  increased,  and  the  congregation  had  bad  a:  steady  increase  not» 
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wilbslaocling  the  formatioo  of  two  religious  soeietM  io  tho  Tillage.  After  hu 
difintMicm  the  Brsl  pastor  remained  tiro  or  three  jears,  and  paliliabod  the  lii»- 
torr  of  the  town,  in  accordance  with  a  puUie  Tote.  Thia  aketdi  ia  mainly 
eondcn^ccl  from  that  volume. 

The  Her.  Austin  Dixlgc,  a  graduate  of  Andorer  Theological  Seminary,  was 
ordained  and  iiwtalled.  Oct.  9,  1866*  Ele  was  dismissed  bj  a  mutual  ccMmcil 
in  about  a  year.  The  Rev.  Daris  Foster,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College 
and  Andbrer  Seminnry,  who  had  lieen  i^astor  of  the  church  in  West  Newbury 
aereral  ycan«,  was  engaged  to  supply  the  pulpit  several  months,  after  which  he 
was  installed  in  1809.  He  is  still  in  the  pastorate,  and  bis  ministry  has  lieen 
blessed  by  many  additions  to  the  church.  The  present  number  b  two  hundred 
and  thirtv-nino. 

The  Baptist  Churqh  in  the  Vilbi;^  was  formed,  April  27,  1848,  and  Her. 
Andrew  Dunn,  who  had  preachc«I  for  several  years  at  New  Boston,  became  the 
first  pastor.  A  neat  and  commcKlioas  sanctuary  was  erected,  and  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1849*  was  dedicated.  The  enterprise  has  been  aucoeasful. 
Mr.  Dunn  left  for  another  cburrh  in  1853.  The  Rcts.  Abraham  Baldwin, 
Lester  Williams,  W.  W.  Ashley  and  George  A.  Litchfield  succeeded,  the  latter 
remaining  several  years  —  from  18G1  to  1865  —  when  he  retired  on  account  of 
imi>aircd  health.  At  the  close  of  his  p:idtonite  the  church  numbered  one  hun- 
dred and  clci^on  roombors.  The  Re^.  Leonard  Tracy  and  others  supplied  the 
desk  till  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Hamblin  was  settled  in  1872.  Under  his  ministry  there 
has  been  n  gnitifying  increase  of  the  cbnrch  and  congregation.  The  last  report 
gives  one  hundred  and  nincty-fonr  members  of  the  church. 

The  opening  of  the  Cheshire  Railroad  in  1848,  brought  iuto  the  town  several 
Irish  families ;  and  the  tide  then  started,  flowed  steadily  till  the  Catholics  wero 
numerous  enough  to  need  conveniences  for  public  worship.  A  plain  building 
put  up  for  another  purpose,  was  fitted  for  a  church,  in  which  their  services 
were  held  until  the  basement  of  a  spacious  church  was  fitted  for  a  large' 
coogrcgation  a  few  years  since.  This  basement  is  roofed  over,  the  intention' 
being  to  complete  the  church  when  funds  are  provided.  Father  Moran  is  the 
present  pastor  of  the  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Ileart  6(  Mary. 

The  Unitarians  beiran  to  hold  raeelini^s  in  the  Town  Hall  in  1851.  The  Third 
Cougregitional  Society  was  orpinized  by  them  in  the  following  year.  Rev.  T. 
H.  Dofr  was  insUdlcd  Jan.  19,  1852,  and  continued  about  a  year,  when  the' 
engagement  was  terminated  by  mutual  consent.*  Rev.  Mr.  Hicks  and  others 
supplied  for  a  time,  when  Rev.  Benjamin  Huntoonwas  invited,  and  remained 
about  two  years,  1856-8.  He  was  a  venerable  gentleman,  much  respected  My 
the  whole  community.  After  an  intermission  of  several  years,  services  wore 
resumed^^and  Rev.  Charles  Wheeler  was  engaged  to  preach  in  Septemlier, 
18G5.  His  pastorate  has  continued  till  the  present  time.  An  elegant  gnmito 
church  was  erected  in  1866-7,  and  was  dedicated  Nov.  13,  1867.  Tlie  house 
which  is  styled  **  Church  of  the  Unity i*"  is  a  fine  8t>ecimen  of  architecture. 
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School-house  meetings  have  been  held  in  all  parts  of:  the  town,  from  early 
times,  on  the  afternoon  and  evening  of  the  Sabbath.  The  various  miui^era 
preach  as  their  convenience  serves,  and  there  has  bceu  no  clashing  in  their  minis- 
trations. A  very  large  majority  of  the  inhabitants  have  always  been  connected 
with  some  religious  society,  and  the  state  of  morals,  including  tenaperanco,  has 
been  sound,  compared  with  that  of  other  towns  in  the  county.  i 

There  are  four  cemeteries  in  the  town.  Two  are  ancient;  viz.,  the'^old 
burying-vard  in  the  Centre  and  the  yard  in  Now  Boston.  •  The  Riverside 
Cemetery  was  consecrated  July  1,  1858.  Its  location  is  convenient  to  the 
villages,  and  not  more  than  one  and  a  half  miles  from  four-fifths  of  the  houses 
10  the  whole  town.,  There  are  about  twenty-five  acres  in  the  enclosure,  and 
the  soil  is  well  adapted  to  the  purpose  of  a  ccmoterj*.  In  addition,  the 
features  ,of  the  scenery,  are  charming.  Knrely  is  a  more  attractive  union  of 
p|ain,  hillside,  meadow  and  running  water  found  than  in  this  beautiful  sleeping 
place  of  the  departed.  The  Catholic  Cemetery  is  on  the  same  high  plain,  with 
two  sides  sloping  to  the  border  of  the  large  pond,  whose  gleaming  surface,  like 
a  mirror,  lights,  up  and  reflects  the  Village,  while  its  ceaseless  flow  gives  life 
to  all  the  Inisiness  of  the  place.. 

The  population  of  the  town  at  successive  periods,  down  to  1875,  isgiv6n  in 
the  history  of  Worcester  County.  By  the  census  of  1860  there  were  two 
thousand  six  hundred  and  twentj'-four  iuhabitants.  The  number  had  increased 
to  three  thou8an<l  seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  in  1875.  This  increase  wa^ 
confined  to  the  villages,  and  the  larger  part  of  it  to  (he  Vilhge.  The  valuation 
at  one  time  was  below  that  of  all  the  other  towns  in  the  county,  except  two  ot. 
three.  In  1805  it  had  risen  to  $1,1(50,952.  In  1868  it  was  $1,537,126.  By 
the  census  of  1875  it  was  $2,190,889.  ' 

The  inhabitants,  during  the  first  two  generations,  were  settled  quite  evenly 
over, the  whole  township.  Farming  was  the  main  occupation.  Thete  wero 
the  necessary  mechanics,  of  course,  and  some  of  the  farmers  spent  part  of  the 
winter  in  splitting  shingles  and  other  kinds  of  lumbering.  There  was  no 
collection  of  houses  that  could  be  styled  a  village,  except  by  a  figure  of  speech, 
previous  to  1820.  The  Centrenevcr  had  at  any  one  time  more  than  eight  Or 
ten  dwelling-houses.  In  addition,  there  was  the  meeting-house,  the  .school- 
house,  a  blacksmith's  shop  and  a  store.  One  of  the  houses  was  a -tavern. 
Elderly  people  remember  the  time  when  there  were  only  four  dwelling-houses 
in  what  is  now  Winchendon  Village.  Then  Spring  Village  and  Watervillo  had 
nothing  which  suggested  the  nucleus  of  a  village.  At  that  date  there  was  no 
school  in  "Watervillo  or  Spring  Village,  and  but  one  in  the  Village,  where  there 
are  now  six  or  seven,  including  primary,  intermediate,  grammar  and  high 
schools.  AVhile  the  population  of  the  villages,  especially  that  of  Wincbondon 
Village,  has  been  increasing,  old  cellars  prove  that  the  farm-houses  around  the 
town  have  been  diminishing. 

There  are  now  three  villages  in  WinchendoD,  omitting  the  old  Centre  or 
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ComiDoo  mod  Ballardrille,  io  each  of  which  Ihcre  is  a  imall  ctiHcctioB  af 
baildingi.  These  three  are  all  on  Miller^a  River,  and  derive  their  eziateoea 
and  but inesa  from  the  pc»«rcr  which  it  suppliea.  Winchendon  VillagWy  or  The 
Vilbge,  as  it  i^i  called  by  the  townspeople,  or  Winchendon,  as  it  is  known  bj 
ontsidcn  and  the  post-office  department,  is  a  mile  north  of  the  middle  of  the 
town,  and  midwny  lietwcen  the  east  and  west  borders.  It  is  principallj  on  the 
north  and  west  side  of  the  river  and  the  ponds  which  are  formed  here  bjr  sub- 
stantial dams.  WberQ  there  were  four  houses  within  the  memory  of  living 
men,  and  twenty  houses  in  1843,  there  are  now  not  far  from  four  hoodred, 
with  fire  cburedcs,  many  stores  and  shops,  largo  mills  and  fiictories,  the  stations 
of  three  or  four  railroads  clustered  together,  two  spacious  hotels  and  various 
other  places  of  concourse  and  busiuess.  Notwithstanding  the  hard  times  since 
the  panic  of  1873,  the  marks  of  thrift  are  everywhere  visible,  and  the  signs 
of  reviving  industry  arc  increasing. 

Two  and  a  half  miles  up  the  river,  towards  the  north-east  section  of  tiie 
town,  is  .Spring  Village,  so  styled  fnim  an  iron-spring,  well  known  to  the 
Indians,  and  used  for  culinary  purposes  by  many  fximilies  in  the  vicinity.  This 
villngc  owes  its  existence  to  the  great  water-p/iwor  which  drives  the  machinery 
in  Mr.  N.  D.  White's  large  cotton  manufactory.  Ibere  are,  perhaps,  thirty 
bouses  in  the  village  and  immediate  vicinity.  With  few  exceptions  the  dwell- 
ings are  not  large,  though  comfortable. 

Waterville  is  one  mile  south-west  of  the  principal  Village,  and  bids  fiiir  to 
increase  as  its  mill-privileges  shall  be  worked  to  their  full  power.  A  station 
on  the  Ware  Biver  ISailroad  oflbrs  facilities  to  busiuess.  Here  were  some  fifty 
Rouses  ten  years  ago,  and  there  has  been  an  increase,  though  not  great,  ainoe 
that  time. 

Private  libraries  were  scarce,  in  the  Inst  centur}',  in  our  country  towns,- and 
public  libraries  were  not  numerous.  The  Bible  held  an  honorable  place  in 
nearly  oi'cry  houseboIJ.  The  other  book:?,  religious  or  secular,  could  gonenilly 
be  placed  on  a  single  short  shelf.  There  was,  however,  a  library  in  the  town 
many  years  ago,  because  it  is  more  than  half  a  century  since  it  was  sold.  This 
wa^  in  the  Centre.  A  library  was  started  in  the  Village  about  1810,  Init  was 
sold  nt  auction  not  far  from  1825.  A  third  library  was  started  before  1835,  in 
which  were  some  valu:il)lc  works,  including  the  Family  Library.  School 
District  Libraries  had  their  day,  as  did  also  an  Agricultural  Library.  In  1850 
a  subscription  of  $300  was  raised  to  start  a  library*,  and  an  association  ,was 
formed,  and  a  collection  of  books  was  opened  to  the  use  of  the  public  t*)r  a 
small  fee.  The  library  gjrew  rapidly  until  two  or  three  thousand  volumes  of 
valuable  books  had  been  added.  Many  of  these  were  damaged  or  destroyed 
by  fire  a  ipw  years  ago,  but  by  private  gifts  and  town  appropriations  the  li»ss 
has  been  more  than  made  good.     It  is  now  a  public  library,  sup|)orted  by  iho 

f 

town.     The  collection  now  contains  between  three  and  fouir  thousand  volumes. 
In  addition,  there  is  a  Pastor's  Library  belonging  to  the  North  Congregational 
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Church,  and  several  Sunday-School  Libraries  furnish  wholesome  reading  to  the 
chiltlren  of  the  several  congi'cgations. 

The  number  of  farms  in  the  town,  by  the  census  of  1875,  was  one  hundred 
and  sixty ;  the  vnlue  of  fiirms  and  buildings  was  $334,292;  the  value  of  farm 
property  was  $398,060;  the  number  of  acres  taxed  was  twenty-five  thousand 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six;  and  the  annual  product  of  farming  was  $88,948. 
At  the  same  time  the' annual  manufacturing  product  was  $1,085,222.  But  a 
little  more  detail  is  necessary  in  regard  to  the  manufacturing  and  mechanical 
business  of  Winchendon. 

As  stated  already,  the  abundance  of  pine  timber  gave  a  tiirh  to  the  employ- 
ment of  the  people  in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement.  Splitting  shingles  and 
sawing  lumber  were  engaged  in  as  a  matter  of  course ;  then  came  coopering 
atid  the  making  of  pails,  tubs,  churns  and  firkins  by  hand.  Thd  ingenuity  of 
men  contrived  machines  to  turn  out  the  pails  more  readily,  aiid  the  abundant 
water  of  the  streams  and  the  main  i^ivor  was  made  to  drive  the  machines,  and 
thus  Winchendon  became  the  mart  as^ell  as  the  workshop  of  the  wood-waro 
business.  Cotton  and  woolen  factories  came  next.  These  were  followed  by 
Inachinc-shops.  !More  recently  new  kinds  of  bus^iness  have  l^een  established, 
until  there  is  (juite  a  variety  in  the  industrial  employments  of  the  people. 

The  first  mills  were  saw  and  grist  mills,  and  these  in  time  were  set  in  motion 
in  all  sections  of  the  town.  The  old  "Parsons  Mill**  was  on  the  privilege  now 
belonging  to  the  Goodspeed  &  Wy man  estate.  Here  was  a  fulling-mill  and 
clothiers'  shop.  Piiinehas  and  Amasa  Whitney  had  an  oil-mill  here.  Spilnning- 
macbines  were  buzzing  in  one  of  the  buildings  on  this  site  from  181G  to  1825. 
Next,  Amasa  Whitney  had  a  woolen  factory.  Various  changes  followed,  under 
the  management  of  George  CoflBn  and  William  Vose.  The  Seamless  Garmebt 
Company  occupied  the  building  a  few  3'ears ;  there  are  now  on  the  ground  five 
or  six  buildings,  some  of  which  are  lar<re.  Machinery  is  made  in  one ;  wood- 
ware  in  another;  faucets  in  a  third ;  and  saddle-trees  in  a  fourth. 

Down  stream  some  fifty  rods  is  the  large  tannery  formerly  owned  by  the 
late  Isaac  ^lorse,  Es(i[.  It  has  been  iii  the  possession  of  Nelson  &  Sice  and  the 
late  Mr.  George  Brown,  but  is  now  owned  by  lion.  Thomas  Rice  of  Shrews- 
bury. At  the  same  place,  the  late  Ephraim  Murdock,  Esq^.,  had  a  shop,  and 
his  son.  Col.  William  Murdock,  now  occupies  one  much  larger  as  a  machine- 
shop.  M.  T.  Nash  formerly  made  mop-handles  and  castings  at  this  privilege. 
This  spot  has  great  capabilities. 

At  Spring  Village  there  was  a  saw-mill;  then  a  woolen  factory  was  set  ap 
by  Sylvanus  Holbrook  in  1826.  The  cotton  business  took  its  place  in  1831. 
Deacon  Joseph  White,  and  his  son,  NelsonD.,  became  interested  in  the  estftb- 
liishment  in  1843.  The  first  factory,  built  of  wood,  was  burned  in  1854.  Tba 
next  year  the  present  fine  building  was  erected.  It  is'  of  brick,  lai^e  and 
convenient,  in  the  modem  style  of  factory  architecture,  with  neat  8urroand|ngt^ 
Mr.  Nelson  D.  White  has  had  the  management  since  1845,  and  been  the  princi^. 
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pal,  and  latterly  tho  sole  owner.  His  sons  are  engaged  in  carrying  eo  the 
business.  The  annual  product  in  <^ood  times  is  about  $300,000  in  value.  Tlie 
cotton-roill  of  Hon.  Baxter  D.  Whitney,  in  the  Village,  is  worked  by  Air. 
White  also,  and  is  capable  of  producing  cotton  fabrios  of  the  value  of  $75,000 
annually. 

The  pioneer  in  the  making  of  wood-ware  by  machinery,  seems  to  have  been 
the  late  Hon.  Elisha  iSInrdock,  who  l>egan  in  Wutervillc,  about  fifty  years  ago. 
The  invention  of  the  cylinder-saw  made  it  possible  to  cut  and  fit  staves  of  any 
desirable  curve  with  great  rapidity.  Mr.  Murdock  built  up  a  Lirgo  business. 
His  elder  brother,  Capt.  Epbraim  Murdock,  Jr.,  then  began  the  career  in  the 
wood-ware  business,  in  which  ho  became  the  acknowlcd;2:ed  chief  in  the  countrv. 
In  1849  Maj.  Sidney  Fairl>anks  was  taken  into  partnership  in  this  lino  of 
DiaQufacture,  and  has  continued  in  the  connection  to  the  present  time.  Several 
other  establishments  have  been,  and  now  are  engaged  in  this  branch  of  business. 
The  successors  of  Elisha  Muixlock  have  been  his  son-in-law,  William  W.  Whit- 
ney,  and  James  Whitman.  The  latter  has  recently  retired.  Mr.  Orlando 
Mason  has  done  an  extensive  business  at  his  piill  below  Waterville.  Other 
enterprising  men  have  helped  to  make  Winchendon  the  metropolis  of  the  wood- 
ware  Imsiness,  as  William  Woodcock,  William  Beamnn,  Irving  E.  Weston,  the 
Messrs.  Aldrich,  the  Sibloys,  and  others  still. 

There  are  three  machine-shops  in  the  Village.  The  first  in  origin,  and  tho 
most  extensive,  wsis  started  by  Col.  William  Murdock,  in  1839.  It  was  a 
wonder  tl^cn  that  be  had  a  machine  by  which  he  could  shave  iron.  Ho.has 
turned  out  a  great  variety  of  work.  In  1846  the  lion.  Baxter  D.  Whitney 
Ix^gan  his  works  by  building  a  dam  where  tho  railroads  now  cross  tho  river. 
In  1852.  a  flood  swept  away  everything.  Since  then  all  the  buildings,  includ-r 
ing  machine-shop,  foundry,  wooden-ware  shop,  cotton-mill,  blacksmith  and 
carriage-makers'  shops,  have  been  ercctqd.  Tho  power  is  one  of  tho  liest  in 
the  county.  Mr.  Whitney  makes  machinery  for  working  wood,  and  in  favor-  % 
able  seasons  turns  out  work  valued  at  $75«000  per  annum.  The  third  machine- 
shop  has  been  owned,  since  18G0,  by  Goodspecd  &  Wyman.  The  recent  death 
of  the  latter  dissolved  the  firm.  This  establisshment  has  sent  out  a  great 
variety  of*  lyork. 

The  making  of  faucets  may  not  strike  the  reader  as  a  large  business,  yet  by 
industry  and  shrewd  management,  it  has  helped  make  tlie  handi^omo  property 
of  Mr.  Charles  A.  Loud.  The  above  is  a  mere  glance  at  the  results  of 
mechanical  ingenuity  in  the  shops  and  factories  of  Winchendon  in  the  past  and- 
present.  Space  would  fail  to  toll  of  the  measures  of  Dea.  Reuben  Ilydo;  the  sleds 
and  carts  for  children  of  Ezra  Hyde  ;  the  boxes  and  beds  of  the  Messrs.  Chase ; 
the  moulding-boards  of  the  elder  Mr.  Loud ;  and  tho  numerous  articles  made 
by  Messrs.  Kendall,  Robbins,  Harris,  Parks,  Nash,  and  Ca)v!n  Whitman. 

At  present  there  are  about  thirty  establishments  in  the  town,  of  dififerent 
magnitude,  working  in  wood,  iron,  cotton,  and  turning  out  a  great  variety  of 
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articles  of  necessity  and  convenience.  Besides  those  mentioned  above,  are  the 
works  of  Ozro  &  John  Hancock,  W.  P.  Claik  &  Co.,  Edwflftl  Loud,  G.  S. 
Loud,  Raymond  &Rice,  Day  State  or  S.  R,  Nye  Horse  Rake  Company,  George  B. 
Stone  (wool-cleanser),  S.  &  N.  W.  Wyraan,  Daniel  Piper,  Michael  B.  White, 
Alvin  Streeter,  Q.  S.  Backus,  George  II.  Wood  &  Co.,  George  B.  Raymond 
and  others.  In  tk  word,  the  northern  part  of  the  town  is  a  bee-hive  in 
industry. 

Among  the  ingenious  inventors  of  Wincbendon  may  be  numbered  the  follow- 
ing.^— Richard  Stuart  was  a  contriver  in  mechanics,  and  among  other  things 
conceived  the  idea  of  bending  a  saw  around  the  end  of  a  cylinder,  and  thus 
sawing  circular  stuiT.  The  same  claim  is  made  for  the  lat^  Edward  Loud.' 
Mr.  Lotid  invented  a  revolving  cylinder  for  fluting  wooden  wasbboardfi. 

Dca.  Reuben  Hyde  is  believed  by  many  to  have  been  the  real  inventor  of 
the  cylinder  or  barrel  saw,  of  which  he  had  the  patent  till  it  was  sold  for  the 
trifling  sum  of  fifty  dollars.     There  were  **  millions  in  it.** 

Jacob  Simonds  invented  a  combinatibn  of  saws  of  different  sizes  for  catting 
out  the  fluting  of  washboards.  Lewis  Robbins  invented  the  machine  for  mak- 
ing clothes-plns  with  rapidity.  Edwin  Parks  invented  an  linger  faucet.  Col. 
Willihm  Murdock  invented  a  bobbin  as  well  as  an  improvment  in  jack- 
spools,  both  much  in  use.  The  Parks  Brothers  made  an  improved  jack  spool. 
Stephen  Kctchum  invented  an  ingenious  method  of  screwing  the  ends  of  pipe 
together,  thus  dispensing  with  soldering  and  cutting  apart.  Improvements  in 
the  sewiug-machine,  and  a  new  chopping  machine,  are' his  devices.  Quimby 
S.  Backus  invented  several  things :  one  is  a  vise ;  another  a  machine  to  print 
labels ;  and  another  for  cutting  slate-pencils.  He  makes  bit-braces.  Ljrman 
Jennings  invented  a  machine  for  slicing  oflT,  instead  of  sawing,  veneers.  John 
G.  Folsom  has  made  improvements  in  sewing-machines.  Mason  &  Converse 
make  very  pretty  children*s  tea-sets  of  wood,  by  machinery  invented  by  the 
latter. 

Baxter  D.  Whitney's  first  invention  was  a  contrivance  for  stretching  wrinkles 
out  of  cloth  while  in  the  fulling-mill.  Then  came  a  machine  for  smoothing* 
hard  tvood  after  passing  through  the  ordinary  planer.  This  has  liecn  patented 
in  several  European  countries,  and  is  in  general  use.  A  gauge-lathe,  a 
machine  for  grinding  cylinder  saws,  and  improvements  in  cylinder  planers,  aro 
among  his  inventions.  The  band-saw,  which  is  the  poetry  of  invention,  was 
the  conception  of  a  Frenchman,  but  it  has  been  improved  and  nfiade  practical 
by  Mr.  Whitney.  Improvements  in  machinery  which  cannot  claim  to  bo  new 
principles,  but  which  greatly  fiicilitate  work,  have  been  made  in  largo  number 
by  the  ingenious  mechanics  of  Wincbendon. 

In  the  war  of  the  Rebellion  this  town  did  its  whole  duty.  From  the  day 
when  the  news  of  the  outbreak  at  Fort  Sumter  was  received,  till  the  rebel 
armies  surrendered,  the  citizens  never  lost  heart  or  hope.  The  enthusiasm  was 
extraordinary,  and  the  fires  of  patriotism  glowed  brightly  to  the  end  of  the 
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The  '^h  yt  ^loniocfc  Block''  was  erected  in  the  Tears  1875--6,  hw  C^pL 
Epfaraioi  Mordock,  Jr..  in  aflectinoate  aBcmorial  of  his  onlj  child,  Mr.  Isaac 
McFTse  Mordocfc,  who  died  in  earij  bat  matore  manhood,  a  few  years  since.  It 
will  interest  many  readers  to  hare  a  brief  description  of  the  boihlin^ :  **  BniM- 
iog  75^  feet  deep,  54  feet  front.  The  front  width  extending  back  30  ieet ;  ths 
reaiaioder  51 1  feet  deep;  width,  411  feet.  Front  eieration,  35  feet.  Street 
or  groond  floor  is  occupied  by  an  entrance  and  stairs  to  an  npper  rocNn,  and 
two  stores*  The  floor  abore  the  stores  is  occupied  f  >r  a  hall  and  two  parlors, 
two  dressing^'rooms  oi-er  the  parlors,  with  gallcnr  orcrlnokiog  the  hall.  Pur- 
I'lrs  and  dressing-rooms  fronting  on  the  street.  Too  basement  next  under  tho 
stores  is  occupied  for  lunch-rooms,  and  cupboards  connected  with  the  lunch* 
rooms*  It  is  also  used  in  connection  with  the  stores,  and  far  storing  coal,  and 
for  gas-pump,  &c*  Two  8iil>-cellars  under  the  lunch-room,  used  in  connection 
with  the  stores*  Closets  and  water  in  each  story.  The  whole  lighted  with 
gas*  ''Tbe  building  is  constructed  of  the  Ixh^t  inaterinls:  granite-trimmings, 
pressed  lirick,  plate-glass,  slated  roof,  copper  gutters.  Inside  finish  of  Canada 
asb,  filled  and  rubbed  down.  Furniture, — folding  settees  and  chairs  suflK^ient 
fnr  six  hundred  people.  Stairs,  parlors,  dressing-rooms  and  halls  leading  to 
tho  same,  carpeted.**  In  erecting  this  structure,  which  is  a  memorial  of 
parental  aficctioil,  tho  severe  taste  of  the  owner  has  excluded  all  ornamental 
devices,  but  the  massive  and  elegant  exterior,  and  the  convenient,  costly  and 
perfectly  finished  interior,  make  the  whole  combination  a  thing  of  beauty. 
The  ball,  parlors,  rooms,  and  all  the  conveniences  nre  freely  given  for  the 
social',  literary,  benevolent  or  religious  uses  of  tho  congregalion  of  the 
•^Churdi  of  tbcUnity.'' 

Tho  AVinchcndon  National  Bank  has  a  capital  of  $200,C00,  and  a  surplus  of 
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$72,000..  Tho  president  is  Henry  Fairbank;  the  cashier  Charles  L.  Bcals. 
The  Wincbendon  Savings  Bank  holds  deposits  to  the  amount  of  $460)000. 
Orlando  Mason  is  the'  president  and  Charles  L.  Deals  the  cashier*.  The  bank 
building  is  au  ornnmont  to  tho  village. 

Lodges  (){  Masons,  Odd  Fellows,  Sons  of  Temperance  and  Good  Templars 
have  existed  in  the  town.     There  are  one  or  more  Masonic  Lodges  at  present. 

The  Winchendon  "Courier**  and  the  Winchendon  ** Journal"  well  supply 
the  demand  for  local  news. 

The  list  of  clergymen^  lawyers,  doctors,  graduates  and  successful  busiuess 
men  who'were  natives  or  residents  of  Winchendon  would  fill  moro  space  than 
can  be  allotted.  The  names  (»f  several  of  the  ministers  have  been  given 
alretldy.  They  have  been  cf  spotless  reputation,  and  their  influence  has  been 
pure  and  elevating.  The  first  lawyer  was  Benjamin  Bridge.  The  second  was 
Samuel  Tiiatchcr,  who  went  to  Maine,  became  eminent,  and  had  a  seat  in  Con- 
gress. Daniel  Henshaw  was  a  man  of  ability,  but  more  distinguished  as  an 
editor  than  as  a  lawyer.  Horatio  G.  Newcomb  removed  to  Greenfield.  lie 
was  a  member  of  both  i)ranche8  of  the  Legislature.  The  present  lawyers  aro 
Frank  Spaltcr,  L.  W.  Pierce  and  Hon.  Giles  II.  Whitney.  The  latter  has  been 
in  the  State  Senate,  and  has  been  moderator  of  town  meetings  mwy  yearsr. 

Among  the  numerous  physicians,  mention  should  bo  made  of  Dr.  Israel 
Whiton,  eminent  in  his  day,  and  father  of  llcr.  Dr.  Whiton,  and  other  well- 
known  descendants.  The  late  Alvah  Godding,  M.  D.,  lived  in  the  town  from 
1826  till  a  few  years  since.  His  practice  was  extensive,  and  his  influence  was 
strong  in  favor  of  every  good  cause.  As  a  pioneer  in  tho  temperance  reform 
and  the  anti-slavery  cause,  he  is  worthy  of  special  honor.  His  partner  during 
several  years,  Dr.  Ira  Russell,  is  still  in  vigorous  activity  as  a  practising  phy-t 
sician.  He  acquired  distinction  as  a  surgeon  in  the  war  of  the  Rebellion. 
With  his  son,  Dr.  Frederick  W.  Russell,  he  has  the  care  of  many  patients  in  a 
private  hospital. 

Among  the  graduates  of  college  are  the  Hon.  William  B.  Washburn, 
Emerson  Whitney,  Esq.,  William  W.  Godding,  M.  D.,  Jacob  B.  Harris,  Esq  ^ 
John  Nelson  Murdock,  E^q.,  Isaac  M.  Murdock,  Charles  Edward  Bigclow,  P* 
W.  Russell,  M.  D.,  Charles  Wheeler  and  William  Do  WiU  Hyde.  Many 
young  ladies  are  graduates  of  the  higher  female  seminaries. 

It  will  not  1)0  considerc  d  invidious  to  refer  to  one  or  two  men  who  have  been 
conspicuous  in  the  pursuits  of  business.  One  was  Phinehas  Whitney,  who 
died  many  years  since,  but  is  rememl>ered  as  one  of  the  most  capable  men  ever 
raised  in  the  town.  Tlie  other  is  Ephraim  Murdock,  Jr.,  who  in  a  vigoron 
old  age  exhibits  the  activity  of  earlier  years. 

The  author  is  indebted  to  Bethuel  Ellis,  Esq.,  for  information  in  regard: to 
business  establishments.  ... 
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nRST  SRTTLEHENT  AT  QUINSIOAMOND  —  THE  ANCIENT  HIOHWAT — SARI.T  GRANTV 

TO  PROPRIETOBS  —  niSTOUT  OF  THE  PtACE  —  COM^IISSIONERS'  ALLOTMENTS 

INDIAN   DEED  —  FORTIFICATIONS  —  INDIAN  DANGERS  —  PROGRESS KAJOS   OF 

TOWN  —  SERJENT'S    31CCDER  —  ADDITIONAL  SETTLERS  —  THE    SCOTCH-IRISH. 

Only  a  little  more  than  two  hundred  years  ago  the  iufreqneDt  wayfiirer  who 
Journeyed  westward  from  Boston  toward  Springfield,  after  leaving  the  settled 
liient  nt  &IurllK)rongh  and  plodding  some  ten  miles  further,  crossed  Lako 
QuIuilKauiond  near  its  northern  end,  and,  surmounting  a  scries  of  hills  on  its 
Wtfiili»rn  alioro,  turned  southward  through  what  is  now  Lincoln  Street^  nearly 
lu  hhiooln  Square.     At  a  point  near  Henchman  Street  he  turned  westward  to 
OHMS  th«i  little  Ktream  flowing  at  his  right,  and  following  it  for  a  short  distance 
liirnod  Apiin  to  the  west,  and  passing  over  the  little  rise  on  the  "*  Jo  Dill  Road," 
Atuiid  hlniiiolf  lu  another  valley,  where,  taking  a  southerly  course,  now  perhaps 
|iii|iiimIIiIo  to  tnu*o,  he  came  to  what  is  now  called  New  Worcester ;  there, 
AillowhiK  for  II  while  the  water-courses  towards  their  sources,  our  traveller  soon 
lolV  IipIiUmI  lilni  the  region  where  he  had  seen  no  traces  of  a  white  person,  but' 
iilioro  now  NlamU  Wokckster,  with  its  population  of  more  than  fifty  thousand 

■oill4«  • 

•   lim  ••  llUtiiry  of  \V(irr««iiror  from  its  earliest  settlement  to  September,  183),''  a  Tolome  of  384 

«.«  ^M  wiltli'ii  l>y  Willium  Liucoln,  Esq.,  aud  publMlicd  by  Moses  D.  Phi Uips  d&  Co.,  book« 

lljiWiii  la  llio  !««*".  **"*'  •*"'  imprint  IS:J7.    Mr.  Lincoln's  \^ork  was  compiled  with  seal,  fidelity 

iii|  «U«ci«'MoH.  mni  ln'»tnl  tli«  snbji'ct  in  an  exhaustive  manner,  which  left  bnt  little  for  later 

'^Wawi^m  «»  •*•'••  ■""'"  ''*'***•    '^^'^  liistory  was  re-printed  in  1SG2,  by  Charles  Hcrsey,  who  added 

H^^    |U»'M  •!"»>  ■•<»M*llt»  f<»r  tht)  prricMl  which  had  inturToued  sinco  1*^33.    The  '* Reminiaeeoees of 

l!r***\*l*»i  0«aii  I  b««  I  -m  ii«"»t  lVri"<l»  Historical  and  Genealogical,  with  notices  of  early  aettlcn  and 

^^*Un»M»i»MI*i'»i«i  »o>«l  ilriMTlptlons  of  old  landmarks  and  ancient  dwcUings,  accompanied  by  a 

^^^aiikU  wMiMHMHis  lUimlratlotis,  by  Caleb  A.  Wall,"  appeared  in  ISH,  and  is  a  valuable  addition 

TILk  kiWIMfMVhjV  «•"  •  !•*  plttco.    Mr.  Albert  A.  Lovell  compiled  an  excellent  history  of  *•  Worcester 

^!w  MUSHMlf  WlllAb  was  publiHhcd  in  1876.  .  In  tho  same  year  an  account  of  the  municipal' 

**"  iMinlal  Anniversary  of  the  Declaratiou  of  Independence,' publishetl  bytbe* 

loal  siui  cliroDological  notes,  compiled  by  Mr.  Nathaniel  Faina.   The 
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In  the  early  distribution,  by  tbo  Coainionwcnlth«  of  its  vast  unoccupied  tracts 
in  the  interior,  3,200  acres  fell  to  Increase  Nowell,  of  Cbarlestown,  iu  1657, 
I9OOO  acres  to  the  church  in  Maiden  in  IGG2,  and  250  acres  to  Ensign  Thomas 
Noycs,  of  Sudbury,  in  1664.  These  were  all  subsequently  located  in  tbo 
nei<^hborbood  of  the  lake  from  which  the  settlement  here  derived  its  original 
name  of  Quon>igamo:ig,  or  Quinsigamond.  In  1665,  on  petition  of  the  pur- 
chasers of  Noweirs  right,  the  General  Court  appointed  a  commission  to  view 
the  region,  and  determine  ^  if  there  be  a  meet  place  for  a  plantation."  The 
death  of  one  of  the  commission  (Lieut.  Noyes),  and  disturbances  in  the  bod^'' 
politic,  prevcnted;them  from  attending  to  their  duty;  but  a  new  commission, 
appointed  two  years  later,  held  a  view  in  1668,  and  made  their  return,  which 
is  of  sufficient  interest  to  reproduce  here,  in  full.  The  reader  of  to-day  will 
be  amused  at  seeing  this  city  described  as  a  tract  ^  about  twelve  miles  west-- 
ward  from  Marlborough''  (or  Maurlborrow) ,  and  as  one  capable  of  supplying 
thirty  or  perhaps  sixty  families :  — 


»'-i 


"  We  have,  according  to  the  Court's  order,  bearing  date  15th  May,  1667,  viewed  the 
place  therein  mentioned,  and  find  it  to  be  about  twelve  miles  westward  from  Mad- 
borough,  near  tbe  road  to  Springfield,  and  that  it  contains  a  tract  of  vcrj'  good  chesnut 
tree  land ;  a  large  quantity :  but  the  meadow  we  find  not  so  much ;  because  a  very 
considerable  quantity  of  meadow  and  upland,  about  five  thousand  acres,  is  laid  out 
unto  particular  persons,  and  confirmed  by  this  Court,  as  we  are  informed,  which  falls 
w'itbin  this  tract  of  land;  viz;  to  Ensign  Noyes  deceased  and  his  brethren,  three 
thousand  two  hundred  acres :  unto  tbe  church  of  Maiden,  one  thousand  acres :  unto 
olbers,  five  hundred  acres,  bought  of  Ensign  Noyes ;  but,  all  tbis  notwithstanding,  we 
conceive,  there  may  be  enough  meadow  for  a  small  plantation,  or  town,  of  about  thirty' 
families:  andiftbose  farms  be  annexed  to  it,  it  may  supply  about  sixty  families'. 
Therefore,  tre  conceive  it  expedient,  that  the  honored  court  will  be  pleased  to  reserve 
it  for  a  town,  being  conveniently  situated,  and  well  watered  with  ponds  and  brooks^'' 
and  lying  near  midway  between  Boston  and  Springfield,  about  one  daj^'s  journey  Arom 
either :  and,  for  the  settling  thereof  we  do  ofier  unto  the  Court  that  which  follows  ;viz^ 

^^  Tbat  there  be  a  meet  proportion  of  land  granted  and  laid  oat  for  a  town,. in  the 
best  form  the  place  will  bear,  alK)ut  the  contents  of  eight  miles  square : 

^'Tbat  a  prudent  and  able  committee  be  appointed  and  empowered  to  lay  it  ont:  to 
admit  inhabitants,  and  ot'der  tbe  afiairs  of  tbe  place,  in  forming  tbe  town,  granting  loti, 
and  directing  and  ordering  all  matters  of  a  prudential  nature,  until  the  place  be  aetUcd 
with  a  sufllcient  number  of  inhabitants  and  persons  of  discretion,  able  to  order  tbe 
afifairs  thereof,  in  tbe  Judgment  of  tbe  Court : 

*'  Tbat  due  care  be  taken  by  the  said  Committee,  that  a  good  Minister  of  God's  Word 

histories  of  somo  of  the  charcbet,  seminaries  and  public  institutioDs  trero  written  at  aboat  tlie* 
same  time.  To  oil  of  these,  to  tbe  annaal  reports  of  tbo  different  departments  of  tho  eity  govern* 
mcut,  to  tbe  tiles  of  local  newspapers,  tbe  public  records,  and  to  many  Irag^entary  pamphlets' 
ami  addresses,  preserved  in  tbo  Antiquarian  Hall,  tbo  present  T^riter  baa  referred,  and  from  tbem' 
has  drawn  frerly  for  materials  for  hfs  work«  Tbe  limits  assigned  to  him  have  compelled  bhn  to 
bo  brief,  and  he  has  aimed  to  bo  impartioL  An  early  vote  of  tho  proprietors  aatigncd  to  Jothini 
Rice  "  thirty  acres  on  both  sides  of  tho  country  road  one-hnlf  mile  west  of  Capt.  T/ing'a  mLl 
plaoe^"  —  vhich  establishes  tho  fact  that  the  Jo  Dill  road  was  a  part  of  the  country  road. 
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*> -'  -^Ge  placed' there,  as  soon  as  Aay  be :  thai  socli  people  as  majT  be  there  plaoled  miyr 
live  like  lambs  in  a  /arpw  place  \  \  .  i 

*^  Tiuit  there  l>e  tiro  or  three  buDdrcd[;acrcs  of  land,  witli  a  propbrtioo  of  meMkHr,  ui 
aomo  conrenient  place,  aW^  discretion  of  the  ComjnitUe,  reserved,  aod  laid  oot  Ibr 
the  Qommonwcdltli  f  and  the  O^mitlce  to  have'powcr  and  Itbertr^o  settle  inhabitants 
thereupon,  for  liv^  or  times,  dpon  a  small  rent,  to  be'paid ^^fter  the  first  seven  years. 


'  v^/     y     **  Dakikl  GooKnr. 
^  -'  '  ^   -"*    ,*  •\-.  Edward  Jomesosr. 

^    f    AxDSEw  Belcbab.** 


4'' 


V  >  ♦^  -tUe 


\** 


The  committee,  in 'i^ontftiMihip^  ^^\i  labors,  — r.for  their  report  was  accepted  by 

.  e  (jrencraLGourt,  — were 'embarrassed  Kjr  tfae'groviob's  ^nts  which  had  been 

mode.of  the-territory« '  The  dirm  takcti  in[>  by  the  MulUcn  church  embraced  a 

hundred  aiHrcs  dut  \)f'0^y  three. buDurcdjof  ^ i&<ij;ida\«^j  or  ,gru^s-laiid  in  tho 

^\  /    wholo'tcrrifory:^*"^^^  €urtisi.a  young  cmai^JmH^-in  Sudbury  ,*•  had 

'^        succeeded  to  tho  rights  of  Eusign  Noyes,  and  two  or  three  hundred  acres  had 

been  reserved  for  the  Commonwealth.     The  first  tracd,  granted  on  condition 

that  it  be,  imprpvfiyd  .wHhiu  three  years;  hod  remained  six  years  without 

improvement;  Curtis  bad  naturally  taken  a  good  slice  of  the  grass-land,  and 

the  Commonwealth  would  be  entitled  to  another  portion.     Tho  Committee, 

therefore,  begged  the  General  Court  to  remove  these  serious  obstructions  to 

tho  settlement  of  the  place,  that  a  new  division  of  the  lands  might  be  made, 

which  olwuld  iptfk;o^  more' dci^ii^iible  fd)'  settlers  to  take  up  their  residence 

^here.     The  clkiBTof  the  Xommoi^ wealth  was  abondonek],  but  it  was  not  until 

J674  that,  on-iy|i6  renewed  petition  Qf  tbe'cominittejD^  MK  Curtis*  farm  was 

;/     reduced  to^fiffy  at^r6s,  wirile,  as  a  recompense,  he  .was.  allowed  to  take  up  250 

.»  \     ■  acrcS:  in  sortie  quarter  outside  the  town.     In  the  previous  year  thirty  house- 

'   y^   lots  hiad  b^D  laid  out  for  as  iqaoiy  settlers, 'tonae  of  ;^hdi|i  began  to  build  and 

»      tO^ilHivafe  in  diftcrdnt  quarters  ^f^bo-tow^d.  '\A-      V    '   * 

'V  IIpoiT/iwan!lionit,-'8againoi5p  of  Pakaclioag,  gave,  a  dceU  ^(^Jbc  tfeight  miles  square 
w&ich  h^d  beon  set  oflr/t)y  the:  ^t^o,  lr{(]  lyhicb  ccii^pri^ec^.  part  of  Holdeu 
(ihcorppraiCj^'iiil^  a  separate  tovrn  ia  17.40)  and«tho  noAh  phrt  of  Auburn  (set 

.,        '  otf  b  1778).     The  deed  ran -to  "  :     ;  '    \\  '         ';•    . 

•  ^^Danicl  Gookin,  Thomas  P{>entice,  Daniel  Hi nchfDati.'^'^lliohard'.Be^rs,  and  ve  rest  of 
the  people  admitted,  orl?ri>e  acfmittcd,  by  ye  sd  committee  to  be  inhabitants  of  yt  new 
plantation,  and  to. tUcir. heirs,  executors,  admrs,  and  asf^ignsfor  cvof,"in  fee  simple,  all 
and  every  pt  of  our  civili  or  naturall  right,  in  all  and  singular  tbe  broken  up  land  and 
woodlands,  woods,  trees,  rivers,  brooks,  ponds,  swamps^,  meadows,  minoralU,  or  any 
other  thing,  or  things  whatsoever,  l^'ingand.  being  within  that  tract  of  land,  conteyning 
eight  miles  square  or  the  contents  thereof,  to  be  layd  out  by  ye  sd  persons  or  their 
order  in  time  convenient.    To  have  and  to  hold  the  premises,  and  every  pt  thereof,  unto 


s 
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tbem  the  sd  Daniel  Gookin,  Thomas  Prentice,  Daniel  Ilinebman,  and  Richard  Beers, 
and  all  \e  rest  of  ye  sd  Inhabitants  admitted  or  to  be  admitted  planters  there,  and  unto 
yra  and  yr  heirs  forever,  freely  and  absolutely,  without  any  lelt,  molestation,  or  dis- 
turbance, of  us,  or  any  of  our  kindred  or  people,  or  any  claiming  by,  from,  or  under  as, 
for  evermore,  as  our  heyrs  or  assigns ;  and  wee  do  promise,  upon  tho  finishing  ye  pay- 
ment to  make  full  and  ample  deeds  and  writings  for  the  same,  according  to  law.** 

One  of  the  first  garrison-bouses  —  ''the  old  Indian  fort" — was  built  between 
Grovo  and  Lincoln  streets,  near  the  fording-place, — a  wooden  castlo,  two 
stories  in  height,  built  of  timber!*,  with  loop-holes  for  musketry  and  ports  for 
cannon.  Another  was  on  the  west  sido  of  Main  Street,  near  Chatham, 
another  near  tho  head  of  Exchaugo  Street,  and  another  north  of  Adams  Square. 
These  were  erected  at  diffiTcnt  times  in  the  early  history  of  the  town,  and 
some  of  the  first  settlers  built  their  houses  with  a  view  to  withstand  any  hos- 
tile attack  of  the  red  men. 

The  precautions  taken  by  tho  first  settlers  to  secure  tho  good-will  of  the 
Indians  were  favorable  for  peace  ;  but  the  war  begun  with  King  Philip  led  that 
chieftain  to  secure  tho  co-operation  of  the  Nipmuck  tril)cs  to  which  the  Worces- 
ter Indians  belonged,  and  most  of  them  were  too  weak  to  refuso  to  join  his  stand- 
ard. Thoy  accompanied  him  in  his  expedition  against  Brookfield  in  July,  1G75, 
and  in  December  of  the  same  year  they,  or  their  more  warlike  allies,  burned 
the  buildings  of  the  white  settlers  here,  who  had  fled  early  in  the  year  to  places 
of  greater  safety.  The  war  ended  with  tho  death  of  Philip  in  the  summer  of 
1076,  and  found  Quinsigamond  occupied  only  by  a  few  Indian  women,  children 
and  men  too  old  to  bear  arms ;  for  tho  warriors  had  either  fallen  in  buttle  or 
fied  to  Canada  or  the  West  to  escape  tho  ])unishment  which  they  felt  would  be 
administered  to  them  by  an  outraged  Province. 

The  commission  to  whom  the  care  of  establishing  a  settlement  here  had  been 
assigned,  continued  faithful  to  their  charge.  Dec.  o,  1677,  they  bought  of  the 
heirs  of  sagamore  Paunasunet,  who  probably  lived  on  or  near  Wigwam  Hill, 
and  who  had  not  joined  in  the  former  deed,  all  his  right  in  the  territory.  In 
March,  1678,  at  a  public  meeting  in  Cambridge,  Gookin,  Henchman  and  Pren- 
tice of  the  committee,  with  sixteen  others,  signed  a  paper  expressing  their 
intent  and  purpose  to  endeavor,  either  in  their  persons  or  h*/  (heir  relations  or 
bj/  their  purses^  to  re-settlo  the  plantation  in  the  summer  of  1680.  But  none  of 
these  three  means  effected  the  desired  end,  and  in  October,  1682,  the  commit- 
tee were  spurred  to  renewed  activity  by  the  threat  of  tho  General  Court  that 
unless  speedy  measures  were  taken  to  form  a  plantation,  their  grant  would  be 
deelared  forfeited.  A  general  survey  was  made  in  1683,  and  in  the  following 
spring  a  plan  was  adopted  for  a  central  settlement,  which  wos  soon  after  made 
on  the  site  of  what  was  long  the  central  part  of  the  village  of  Worcester,  lying, 
generally  speaking,  l>ctween  Lincoln  Square  and  the  common.  The  name  of 
Worcester  (from  the  Saxon  Wegera-ceaster^  or  war-castle)  was  given  lo  the 
place  by  the  General  Court  in  September,  1G84,  and  the  scUloment  followed 
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soon  after.  Daniel  Gookin,  Daniel  Henchmttn  and  Cnpt.  John  Wing«  irbo 
had  iieen  added  to  the  committee,  were  aniong  the  settlers  at  this  time,  who 
included,  in  all,  some  twenty-five  ndult  men;  It  is  not  prohahle  that  the  set- 
tlement increased  much  in  size,  and,  at  the  Itcginning  of  tho  I8th  century,  all 
the  white  inhabitants,  save  one  Digory  Scrjciit  and  bis  family,  fled  from  the 
little  town  in  fear  of  the  re-awakened  hostility  of  the  Indian  trilies.  Serjent, 
who  had  settled  on  Sagatal):$cot  Hill,  in  the  south-east  part  of  the  town  (on  or 
near  Winthrop  Street) ,  remained  at  his  home  unm<ilested  through  the  summer 
of  1702  or  1703,  but,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  an  armed  furce  of  twelve  men 
was  sent  by  the  committee  to  compel  bim  to  remove  to  a  place  of  safety.  Tho 
thrilling .  story  is  graphically  told  by  Lincoln.  In  brief,  the  rescuing  baud 
arrived  at  Serjeut's  bouse  only  to  find  the  owner  stretched  in  blood  upon  tho 
.floor,  and  no  living  being  near.  His  eldest  daughter  Martha,  returning  after- 
ward from  Canada,  where  she  bad  l)een  carried  with  her  brothers  and  sisters, 
told  the  Htory  of  the  attack,  the  defence  in  which  her  father  lost  his  life,  the 
hurried  flight  of  the  savages  fearing  pursuit,  the  assassination,  by  a  chief,  of 
her  fainting  and  faltering  mother  as  they  climbed  the  Tatnuck  Hills,  and  the 
tedious  journey  to  the  wilds  of  Canada,  where  she  was  detained*  for  seven  years 
in  captivity.  She  married  Daniel  Shattuck,  and  received  her  father's  estate  by 
will.  There  she  probably  lived  for  a  time  in  ^  D.  Shattuck's  hovel,  made  of 
the  stuff  of  said  deceased's  old  house,**  but  afterwards  moved  to  Westborough, 
.  where  five  children  were  bom  to  them. 

In  1709  Joseph  Sawyer  and  fifteen  others  petitioned .  the  General  Court  for 
aid  in  the  re-settlement  of  the  town.  The  council  appointed  a  committee,  bat 
the  lower  branch,  believing  the  time  unfavorable,  refused  to  concur.  A  socond 
(petition,  in  1713,  met  with  a  favorable  answer,  and  on  the  14lh  of  June,  1714, 
a,  detailed  report  was  presented  by  this  committee  of  their  proceedings  in 
adjusting  the  claims  of  the  former  settlers  and  promoting  the  prosperity  of  the 
'future  plantation.  After  giving  notice  to  all  interested  and  making  a  journey 
to  Worcester,  they  bad  allowed  thirty-one  rights  of  ancient  inhabitants,  and 
admitted  twenty-eight  persons  more  to  take  lands  on  condition  of  paying 
twelvepence  per  acre  for  their  planting  or  house  lots  only,  lieing  tho  amount 
collected  of  the  original  planters,  and  of  building  and  dwelling  on  each  right 
whether  acquired  by  purchase,  grant  or  representation.  It  was  recommended 
that  the  provision  made  for  support  of  the  ministry  and  schools  be  accepted 
instead  of  the  reservation  to  the  Commonwealth  in  16G8. 

A  lot  of  forty  acres  was  assigned  to  each  of  the  committee  as  compensation 
for  their  time  and  their  past  and  future  labor.  Jonas  Rice,  a  planter  of  tho 
second  settlement^  returned  in  the  autumn  of  1713,  and  built  upon  Sagatabscot 
Hill,  occupying  part  of.  the  Serjent  Farm.  To  him  was  born,  Nov.  7,  1714, 
Adonijah,  the  firt^t  male  native  of  the  town.  Some  of  their  descendants  are 
still  inhabitants  of  the  city.  Gershom  Rice,  brother  of  Jonas,  the  second  set- 
tler, came  from  Marlborough  in  the  spring  of  1715,  and  settled  on  Pakachoa^i^ 
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Hill,  in  (bo  present  limits  of  Auburn,  and  in  1718  tbe  population  had  increased 
to  about  two  hundred  souls,  Tbe  Indians  had  <^eascd  to  trouble  the  inhabi- 
tants, but  wild  animals,  poisonous  reptiles,  and  feathered  marauders  annoyed 
the  husbandman,  and  for  many  years  war  was  waged  against  wolves,  bears, 
wild-cats,  rattlesnakes,  blackbirds  and  jays,  for  whoso  destruction  bounties 
were  offered,  varying  from  threepence  for  birds  to  four  and  afterwards  eight 
pounds  for  the  head  of  a  wolf. 

The  fii*st  arrival  of  foreign  settlers  occurred  about  the  year  1718,  when  a 
party  of  "  Scotch-Irish  *'  Presbyterians  came  to  the  new  town.  Most  of  these 
were  descendants  of  a  colony  which  had  removed  from  Argyleshire  to  Londdn- 
derry,  in  the  north  of  Ireland,  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  Failing  to  enjoy  there 
the  full  liberty  of  worship  which  they  desired,  they  came  to  Massachusetts, 
accompanied  by  some  native  Irish  families  with  whom  they  wore  connected  hy 
social  or  religious  ties.  They  held  thoir  first  religious  services  sometimes  in 
the  open  air,  and  sometimes  in  the  old  fort  north  of  Lincoln  Square,  and,  after 
a  little  while,  began  the  erection  of  u  place  of  worship  on  the  west  side  of  Lin- 
coln Street,  just  north  of  the  Paine  estate.  But  the  religion,  and  perhaps  the 
mode  of  life  of  tbe  foreign  colony  were  distasteful  to  some  of  the  older  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  partly-6nished  meeting-house  was  secretly  destroyed  by  violence 
under  the  cover  of  night.  Some  of  the  emigrants,  discouraged  by  siich  treat- 
ment and  by  other  mark«  of  prejudice,  left  the  town,  and  joined  larger  bodies 
of  their  countrymen  who  had  established  settlements  at  Pelham,  in  the  county 
of  Hampshire,  and  at  Londonderry,  N.  H.  That  succulent  esculent,  the 
potato,  was  brought  to  Worcester  by  these  people,  and  at  first  received  *a  wel- 
come no  heartier  than  that  extended  to  its  introducers.  A  goodly  number  of 
these  people  remained,  ho\tever,  and  in  time  assimilated  with  the  other  inliabi- 
tants.  The  list  includes  the  ancestors,  in  the  sixth  generation,  of  Gen.  George 
B.  McClellan,  and  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  George  T.  Bigelow,  and  of  the  . 
McFarlands,  Caldwells,  Barbers,  Ilamiltonst  Youngs,  Crawfords  and  other 
families  of  the  present  day. 


CHAPTER  n. 

INCORPORATION  OP  THE  TOWN  —  A  OOUNTT  FORMED  —  FIRST  PDBIJO  BUILD* 
INGS  —  TOWN  HALL  —  THE  COMMON  —  THE  OLD  BURTIKQ-GHOUNiy-'-— jUTCIEKT 
TRAINING  FIELD  —  FIRST   DIRECTORY. 

In  the  month  of  June,  1722,  the  General  Court  passed  a  resolve  granting  a 
charter  to  the  town  and  ordering  a  town  meeting  for  organization  on  the 
last  Wednesday  of  Septeml)er.  The  first  selectmen  were,  Deaeon  Nathaniel 
Moore,  Nathaniel  Jones,  Benjamin  Flagg,  Jonas  Rice  and  John  Gray.  Jonas 
Bice  was  town  clerk,  Daniel  Ilcy wood,  treasurer ;  Nathaniel  Jones,  Jonas 
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Rice  and  Henry  Leo,  assessors ;  Jonathan  Moore  and  John  Hubbordt  coDstobles ; 
Daniel  Digelow  and  Thomas  Haggilt,  highway  survoyors;  James  Holding  and 
Jacob  Holmes,  tytbing-mrn ;  William  Gray  and  Richard  Word,  fence  Tieirera ; 
Nathaniel  Moure,  clerk  of  the  market;  John  Gray »  sealer  of  leather;  and 
Robert  Pceble.and  Aaron  Adams,  Iiogrecvcs. 

On  the  establishment  ^f  the  county  of  Worcester,  which  took  effect  July 
10,  1731^  Worcester  was  made  the  shire  town,  a  good  fortune  which  it  owed 
to  its  Qpntral  iK)i(ition  rather  than  to  it$  sizcj  for  Sutton^  Lancaster,  Mcudon 
and  Brookfield  were  larger,  and  from  the  size  ^oflthe  net^  county  it  was  urged 
by  many  that  t^jo.  should  be  fwo  -shires,;— ^I)ancilster  am}  Worcester.  But 
this  fiNTopositjon  was  resisted,  especially  by  the  worthy  Joseph  Wilder  of 
LancaM^^f  who  urged  that  t|ie  administration  of  justice.  ili>his^ town  would 
corruptitbo  morals ^jll^e.  people, — ^a^theory  lyhich  did«not  deter  his.. towns- 
men  at  a  later  period  from,  renewing  the  attempt ;  nor  di^  it  prevent  the  good 
people  of  Fite&1ba%vluMer  years,  from  askhl^and  obtaifling  ttjiS*  privilege  of 
having  some  of  the  terms  of  court  held  there,  or  even  from  clamoring  for  a 
division  of  the  county;  ^hich  lobt  proposition — ungranted  as. yet  —  let  us 
hope  a  cooler  reflection  and  a  just  pride  in  the  history  and  character  of  the 
historic  old  county  may  lead  its  people  ever  to  resist. 

The  history  of  Worcester  for  the  remainder  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
embracing  the  period  of  the  French  and  Indian  wars  and  the  struggle  of  the 
Revolution,  is  chiefly  of  a  military  nature,  so  far  as  it  presents  any  features  of 
importance,  and  will  bo  treated  at  a  later  stage  in  this  narrative.  The  advan- 
tage accruing  to  tbq  town  from  the  holding  of  the  courts  and  the  location  of 
the  county  o£Bce%,  as  well  as  from  its  central  iK>sit.ion  iir  the  county  and  tho 
Commonwealth  —  it  being  also  upon  tho  great  highway  of.travel  —  brought  it  a 
steady  increase  of  prosperity  and  pop:^lation.  Young  ndlcu,  having  fitted  them- 
selves  fv;r  the  legal  or  medical  profes9iAi(is,  and  bthera  who  desired  jto  engage  in 
mercantile  pursuits.. oi^ In  manufaettifcs^J  came  |(>^Worccstcr  as  to  a  wider  and 
more  promisin|ffiQl|l  of  labor  thaiVAvas  offered  at-^iheir  homes,  ilj^igting .hero 
with  our  native  population,  they  faelpcy  to  foi'm  li  society  which^  .leavened  by 
the  higljir'ch£^ra(.;|e^  and  Uavning  of  ihc  t^lor^^,  acquired  a  tone  like  that... for 
which  flof&opC  the  oth€x  larger  io?irii$  of  Massachusetts  h;iv&  Jieen  qotcd;  and 
which,  b6.tli.tl|et^and1lei?e,  Jjas  bci&n^.retiiiiied  td  the.  present  day  ..^  ... 

For  die  firist  century  of  its  history, 'thiA-e  was  nO  building  owned  by  tho  town 
and  set  apart. e_xclusively  for  16x^(1  m^cfings  nnd-forpublix^^ofScy?.  As  tlie  first 
(or  Old  Southy  church  was  thcprope5ftj^oTrtiQ''t<^'^n  in  its  i>arochial-capacity, 
the  meetings  for  the  transaction  of  business  were  naturally  held  there  at  first, 
and  it  continued  to  bo  the  scene  of  the  town  meetings  until  a  building  was 
erected  cxpressij'' for  town  uses.  It  was  not  until  tho  annual  **  March  meeS- 
ing**  in  1824  that  steps  were  taken  which  resulted  in  the  building  of  tho 
main  part  of  w^hat  is  now  the  City  Hall.  A  committee  chosen  at  this  time 
reported  at  an  adjourned  meeting  in  May,  and  their  plan,  somewhat  modi- 
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fiedy  was  adopted  at  another  meeting  two  weeks  later.  It  provided  for  a 
bricl(  building,  not  to  exceed  G4  feet  in  length  by  54  feet  wide,  and  not  to  cost 
over  $7,000.  .A  wooden  building  standmg  upon  the  site,  owned  by  Samuel 
Flagg  and  used  as  a  store,  was  purchased  and  removed.  The  corner-stone 
of  the  hull  was  laid  August  2  of  the  same  year,  when  the  largo  concourse  of 
citizens  who  had  assembled  were  addressed  by  Samuel  M.  Burnside,  Esq.  At 
the  dedication.  May  2  of  the  following  year,  an  address,  reviewing  mf>re  fully 
the  history  of  the  town,  was  delivercd  by  Hon.  John  Davis.  The  basement 
was  occupied  by  a  fire-engine  and  a  store.  The  first  floor  contained  a  hall  for 
public  meetings  and  rooms  for  the  town  offices.  The  upper  story  was  divided 
into  two  smaller  halls,  one  of  which  was  leased  to  the  Freemasons,  and  the 
other  was  for  general  use.  In  1841  an  extension  of  fifty  feet  was  made  upon 
the  east  side,  and  the  whole  upper  story  was  thrown  into  one  hirge  hall  for  town- 
mecting.-^,  lectures  and  public  gatherings.  Here,  for  several  years,  were  held 
the  State  conventions  of  the  politic:il  parties ;  and  it  was  the  scene  of  many 
a  spirited  caucus,  notably  during  the  summer  of  184S,  when  our  late  honored 
townsman,  Hon  Charles  Allen,  returned  from  the  convention  at  Philadelphia 
which  had  nominated  Zachary  Taylor  for  President,  —  a  nomination  which 
Judge  Allen  and  Henry  Wilson,  also  a  delegate,  had  repudiated  upon  the 
spot  as  one  made  in  **  subserviency  to  slavery."  A  political  strife  arose  at  this 
time  which  continued  for  several  years ;  and  which  at  the  outset  gave  rise  to  a 
bitterness  of  feeling  almost  or  nearly  equal  to  that  which  prevailed  here  at  tbo 
outbreak  of  the  Revolution.  It  was  natural  that  the  men  of  that  day  who  bad 
shared  in  the  triumphs  and  had  been  honored  with  the  buflrages  of  the  old 
Whig  party  should  cling  with  pardonable  conservatism  to  its  organization. 
Some  of  our  most  honored  citizens  continued  to  act  with  it  until  its  final 
extinction,  but  the  prevailing  sentiment  sustained  Judge  Allen,  and  from  that 
day  to  this,  in  all  elections  where  national  issues  have  been  involved,  Worcester 
has  given  a  plurality  to  the  candidate  of  the  ^^free  soil,^  or  Kepublicao  party. 
The  Town  Hall,  which  had  become  a  City  Hall  in  1848,  was  altered  in  that 
year,  again  in  1852  and  1857 ;  and  finally  in  186ti,  the  changes  wore  made 
which  gave  it  its  present  internal  appearance. 

The  Common  was  set  aixtrt  as  a  training-field  and  for  a  school-house  at  a 
very  early  period.  In  the  year  1719  a  parish  church  (to  replace  a  rude  one  of 
higs,  which  had  been  built  two  years  previously,  near  Trumbull  Square)  was 
erected  on  this  common  land,  by  the  town,  acting  in  its  municipal  capacity. 

In  17G3,  this  church  was  torn  down  and  was  replaced  nearly  upon  the  same 
site  or  perhaps  a  few  feet  further  south,  —  bj*  the  Old  South  Church  of  the 
Kcvoluiionary  period,  which  was  extended  twenty-five  feet  southerly  iu  1834, 
and  has  been  otherwise  altered,  without  and  within,  at  diflferent  times.  Until 
some  forty  years  ago  two  highways  crossed  the  common  diagonally.  In  the 
eastern  portion,  where  now  stands  a  grove  of  trees,  was  the  town  burial- 
ground,  used  for  the  purpose  from  1730  to  1795.      This  was  originally  aur- 
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rouuded  by  a  Btone  wall,  which  was  removed  about  the  yoar  1843,  and  some 
ten  years  later  a  earcful  plao  of  the  cemetery  was  made,  bounds  were  set, 
the  iuscriptions  copied  from  tho  jrrarestoncs,*  these  stones  buried  under  tlie 
surface  and  upon  the  graves,  and  the  ground  put  in  the  neat  condition  which 
it  now  presents*  A  *^  pound  for  the  reclaiming  of  disorderly  beasts,**  33  feet 
square  and  seven  feet  high,  was  built  upon  tho  ea<^t  side  of  the  common  in 
1723,  where  it  remained  for  over  a  century.  The  subsequent  location  of  the 
pound  was  on  tho  south  side  of  Shrewsbury  Street,  some  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  Washington  Square*  The  cannon-house  of  the  artillery  company,  the 
hearse-house  and  a  hook-and-ladder  house  long  occupied  the  centre  of  the 
common,  a** scven-by-nine"  school-house  built  in  1800  was  on  the  south-east 
^omer,  aud  a  two-story  brick  school-liouse,  adapted  to  four  schools,  on  tho 
north-east  corjier^  The  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad  ran  across  tho  com- 
mon  for  over  thirty  years,  and  the  Providence  aud  Worcester  Raihroad  for  a 
few  years  after  its  completion,  so  that  until  within  a  short  time  the  tract  has 
bc^n  a  ** common**  in  the  full  sense  of  the  word.  But  now, -» with  all  the 
buildings  except  the  church  and  City  IIuU  removed,  the  trees  which  thoughtful* 
hands  have  planted  in  the  past  yielding  their  grateful  shade,  the  monument 
which  ,a  grateful  people  has  erected  to  tho  memory  of  those  who  fell  in  the  late 
intc;rnal  strife,  the  broad  malls,  and  the  fostering  care  of  a  Commissioner  who 
is  continuing  to  render  to  the  community  valuable  servicQ,  such  as  it  has  re- 
ceived in  various  ways  fi*om  four  generations  of  his  family,  this  little  inclo- 
8ore — cut  dotvn  from  its  original  size  to  about  seven  acres-— has  become  a  real 
ornament  to  the  city. 

.  Ip  this  connection  it  may  be  mentioned  that  the  reservation .  of  **  about 
twenty  acres  for  a  training  place  and  to  set  a  school-house  upon,**  provided  by 
the  qommittee  of  settlement  in  1G69,  was  probably  never  fully  made.  It  cer- 
tainly was  not  adhered  to.  Daniel  Gookin,  on  his  petition  in  1732,  was 
granted  a  building-place  ^  not  to  exceed  half  an  acre  at  or  near  the  little  knoll 
near  the  church,  whore  Rev.  Mr.  Burr  began  to  dig  a  cellar.^  His  lot  meas- 
siired  seven  rods  on  Main  Street  by  ten  rods  deep,  and  was  noi*th  of  the  south 
line  o^  Park  Street.  It  is  doubtful  if  he  ever  built  there;  Joshua  Rice  had. 
owned  ten  acres  immediately  south  of  this  spot,  which  he  sold  to  Daniel  Ward 
and  Daniel  Hey  wood.  At  about  the  same  time  Moses  Rice  was  allowed  from^ 
the  common  land  a  lot  ten  rods  on  the  street  and  eleven  rods  deep  immediately  , 
south  of  the  present  line  of  Mechanic  Street,  ^  in  consideration  of  some  third 
division  land  due  him."  A  committee  of  the  proprietors,  appointed  to  make 
a  survey  of  the  common  land  near  the  meeting-house,  reported  in  November, 
1734,  that  they  fqund  eleven  acres  and  140  rods  including  the  burial-plaee^ 
and  the  road  through  the  common.  The  plan  accompanying  their  report  gives  the 
north-western  corner  at  ji  point  11|  rods  north  of  Moses  Rico*s  lot  (above  do- 

*The  work  of  trauscribiug  the  inscriptions  and  publishing  them  in  pam{>hIot  form  h*:d  aln*a<]j  . 
beeu  df>ue  as  a  labor  of  4uvu  by  the  present  Citj  Treasurer,  William  Sumner  Bartou,  Esq. 
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scribed).  Tlie  line  running  southerly,  passes  around  the  Rice  lot  to  Main 
Street,  and  continues  southerly  83  rods  to  the  Gookin  lot.  Following  aroUnd 
the  north  and  east  sides  of  the  latter,  it  strikes  to  the  east,  running  45  rods* 
Fro!u  the  first  point  (opposite  Elm  Street)  the  line  runs  easterly  about  to  'the 
present  Norwich  Street,  from  thence  about  south-east  to- a  point  near  the  cor- 
ner of  Front  and  Carlton  streets,  then  easterly  by  the  north  line  of  Front 
Street  to  about  the  east  line  of  Church  Street,  and  so,  'south  by  east  t6  the  ifi* 
tersection  with  the  line  first  described,  probably  near  the 'corner  of  Park  a'nd 
Ordugo  streets.  The  land  lying  north  of  this  tract  was  called  indiscriminately 
ministerial  land  and  school  land.  Moses  Rice  opened  a  hotel  upon  hid  lot,  but 
sold  it  m  December,  1738-9  to  Cornelius  Waldo,  who  in  turn  sold  to  John' 
Chandler,  Jr.  A  joint  committee  of  the  proprietors  and  the  inhabitants  sold 
the  land  between  this  lot  and  Front  Street  to  Chandler  in  1750,  for  £4.  The 
proprietors,  Feb.  10,  1748-9,  sold  to  Chandler  a  lot  in  rear  of  bis  Rice* 
lot,  extending  east  to  the  ministerial  laud.  Tho  last  two  lots  constituted  Mr. 
Chandler's  home  estate.  On  the  confiscation  of  bis  property  this  estate  was 
assigned  as  part  of  his  wife's  dower,  and  by  a  resolve  of  the  Legislature,  passed 
after  her  death,  her  dower  lauds  were  granted  to  her  children  instead  of  jxis- 
sin^  to  the  State.  The  first  encroachment  6tk  the  school  land  north  of  the 
common  was  made  in  1753,  when  a  lease  was  given  to  Palmer  Colliding,  Jr., 
of  "so  much  of  the  public  land  north  of  the  road  (i.  e.  Front  Street)  as  .Is 
needful  for  erecting  a  malt-house,  with  needful  yard  ro6m  and  place  for  a  well.** 
This  lot  remained  the  property  of  the  towrt  until  1814.  In  1784,  the  town 
sold  to  Daniel  Goulding  and  John  Stanton,  a  lot  nine  rods  wide  and  eleven 
rods  deep  just  west  of  tho  malt-house  lot.     In  tho  same  year  Mechanic  Street 

was  located,  and  lots  on  either  side  were  laid  out  and  sold,  reserving' 'the 

■       t 

latelv  abandoned  burial-ffrourid.     A  second  sale  was  made  in  178C.     The  tttict 
thus  sold  was  bounded,  generally,  by  Mill  Brook  on  tho  east,  the  abandoned 
location  of  the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  on  the  north,  and  by  Main  Stteot* 
and  the  Chandler  estate  on  thb  west.      The  common  was  fenced  in  1834.     In ' 
1850,  the  east  lino  was  straightened,  reclaiming  a  portion  from  the  stfeet. ' 
Tho  old  pound  and  the  hear^c'-house  were  sold  and  removed  in  18 19. 

Before  the  use  of  steam  to  increase  the  facilities  of  commutiication,  and  he- 
fore  tho  great  increase  of  population  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State,  tho  proj-^ 
ect  of  removing  the  capitol  from  Boston  to  some  inland  town  was  frequently 
discussed.  Worcester  was  naturally  the  point  to  which  attention  was  drawn 
in  tho  event  of  such  a  change.  A  subscription  amounting  to  £1,434,  was  made' 
in  1793,  by  the  citizens  hero  to  secure  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  for  tho 
State  offices.  The  project  was  mooted  at  various  times  afterwards,  but  when 
all  the  railroads  had  come  to  lead  to  *^the  modem  Athens,**  it  was  abandoned. 
At  the  present  time  the  centre  of  population  of  the  State  is  almost,  if  not 
quite  within  the  present  limits  of  Boston. 

The  "^  Worcester  Village  Register,''  printed  April  28,  1828,  by  Griffin  A 
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Morrill,  palAUben  of  tbc  *  National  JEigv^^^  wis  prnhably  Ik  int  dintbarj 
prioted  io  the  town.  It  was  stmpljr  a  li^  of  Ibe  names  of  150  to  160  bwmees 
and  professiooal  people.  Of  tbe  lawyers^  tbe  Hoo.  I»ae  Davis,  who  lowg 
sioee  retired  fron  pnctiec,  is  now  (Oetolier,  1879)  tbe  only  one  liri^. 
Heory  W.  Miller  was  tbe  only  **  merchant  *  wbo  continues  in  bosiness.  Kooo 
of  tbc  doctors  of  thnt  time  are  now  Utio^.  Daniel  Goddard  and  Joeqih  Boj« 
den,  watcbmakers;  Cbrcndon  Ilarrts,  bookseller;  and  Levi  A.  Dowley  (now 
of  Xew  York),  dealer  in  boots  and  sboes,  are  probably  tbe  only  otber  tudeia 
of  that  day  wbo  bare  sarvired. 

In  1838,  tbc  Boston  and  Xew  York  mail  left  Worcester  at  5  p.  x.,  arriTinj 
|n  Boston  at  midnigbt.  It  left  Boston  at  1  p.  m.,  and  Worcester  at  8  p.  m.  for 
Kcw  York.  Stages  with  mails  also  left  at  8  a.  x.  daily  for  Boston  and  for 
Ck^idcttce,  for  Lowell  three  times  a  week,  for  Norwich  and  Kcene  on  Hoo- 
days  and  Fridays,  for  Albany  diily  by  way  of  SpringBeld,  and  three  times  a 
week  via  Amherst ;  for  Athol  and  f<»r  Boy;ilston  once  a  week.  Post-riders 
cfuricd  the  newj^papcrs  weekly  on  scTcral  other  routes  to  different  parts  of  the 
county^  and  c|id  an  express  Imsincss  for  the  people. 

The  ^Worcester  Village  Directory,"  with  an  accompanying  map,  published 
by  Clarendon  Hnrris,*  in  1829,  gave  the  situation  of  all  the  buildings  in  the 
Centre  district,  and  the  names  of  their  owners  and  occupants.  It  shows  only 
aboiit  thirty  streets  and  lanes,  hardly  one-twelfth  of  the  number  in  the  present 
populous  part  of  the  city.  At  that  time  the  **  Jo  Bill  road,"  Pearl  and  Pleasant 
streets  were  the  only  roads  running  west  from  ^lain  Street;  Uoion  Street  ran 
from  ^larkc't  to  Thomas  Street;  Market,  School,  Thomas,  Central  and 
Mechanic  streets  were  tbe  ouly  ones  (except  Union)  between  Lincoln  Sqtiare 
and  Front  Street.  South  of  Front  Street  and  east  of  Main,  wore  South  Street 
(now  Park),  Church  Street,  Quinsigamond  (now  Spring),  Crof=g  (now  Bridge 
Street  south  of  Mechanic),  Green,  Fmnklin,  Temple,  Grafton  and  Water 
streets.  Prospect  and  Shrewsbury  streets  were  the  only  oues  between  Bel- 
mont  and  Grafton  streets. 

In  1842-3,  a  '^Worcester  Business  Directory  and  Advertiser,"  printed  in 
Boston,  was  published  by  A.  W.  Congdon.  In  1844,  Henry  J.  Ilowland  (who 
was  for  many  years  the  principal  pr  only  book  printer  here,  and  who  still  lives 
and  works  at  his  trade)  published  the  ''Worcester  Directory, "  in  pamphlet 
form,  containing  1,249  names.  Its  publication  was  continued  annually  by 
Mr.  Ilowland  for  28  years,  the  volume  for  1871  containing  12,G20  names. 
Every  year  showed  an  increase  over  the  preceding  one,  except  1858,  which 
followed  the  ''hard  times"  of  1857,  and  1802,  the  second  j'car  of  the  w^r.  . 
The  directory  has  now  been  published  for  eight  years  by  Messre.  Drew,  Aliis 
&  Co.     The  number  of  names  in  the  current  volume,  not  counting  those  of  . 

•  For  many  yean*  the  leacliDg  bookseller  of  the  town ;  Secretary  of  the  State  Mntnal  Life 
AMurancc  Company  from  its  organizution  in  1844;  Treasurer  of  the  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank 
from  1635  to  1672. 
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persons  who  have  died  or  moved  from  the  city  during  the  year  preceding 
puitlicatiou,  is  19,116.  The  number  of  voters  registered  for  the  November 
election,  1879,  was  9,879. 


CHAPTER   in. 

ff 

NEW    FORM     OP     GOVERNMENT  —  CnT    CHARTER  —  PAVTNO    STREETS  —  RAPID 

GROWTH  OF  THE  PLACE. 

The  rafpid  growth  of  the  town  in  population,  and  the  developed  necessity  of 
a  stricter  form  of  government  than  was  practicable  under  a  town  organizattpp, 
led  the  people  to  ask  for  a  city  charter.  At  a  town  meeting,  held  Nov.  8, 1847, 
on  motion  of  John  Milton  Earle,  a  committee  of  which  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  was 
chiiirman,  was  chosen  to  petition  for  a  city  charter,  which  was  granted  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  Feb.  29,  1848.  A  legal  meeting  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, held  on  the  18th  of  March,  voted,  1,02G  to  487,  to  accept  the  charter. 
The  town  was  divided  by  the  Selectmen  into  eight  wards.  A  city  election 
was  held,  at  which  a"* citizen's  ticket"  was  put  forward  with  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln 
(Whig)  as  candidate  for  mayor,  and  the  nnnaes  of  five  Whigs  and  three Demo- 
eruts.  An  oppo;5ition  ticket,  called  the  ^temperance  ticket,''  was  put  forward 
with  Rev.  Rodney  A.  Miller  as  the  candidate  for  mayor.  Levi  Lincoln 
rcc  eived  836  votes,  and  Mr.  Miller,  G53.  The  city  government  convened  on 
the  17th  of  April,  when  the  oath  of  office  was  administered  to  the  new  mnyort 
by  Hon.  Pliny  Merrick,  justice  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

The  affairs  of  the  new  body  corporate  were  at  once  arranged  on  business 
principles.     The  liablities  of  the  town,  of  the  centre  school  district,  and  tile 

aqueduct  corporation,  amounting  to  $99,677,  were  assumed.     The  cityhal| 

» '  •    •• 

was  ro-arranged  for  the  needs  of  a  city  government,  and  new  streets,  .mucl\.. 
needed,  were  projected.  Charles  A.  Hamilton,  who  had  been  town  ckrk  from 
1636,  was  city  clerk  until  1855;  John  Boyden,  town  treasurer  for  two  years, 
was  city  treasurer  the  first  year;  George  Jones  was  city  marshal  for  five 
years.  The  number  of  polls  in  1848,  was  3,872 ;  total  valuation,  $8,721,100; 
rate  of  taxation,  $5.34  per  $1,000.  The  number  of  polls  in  1879,  is  13,935'; 
valuation  :  real  estate,  $30,703,100 ;  personal  estate,  $8,877,258 ;  rate  of  tiz« 
ation,  $15.60;  city  debt,  $2,507,100. 

The  matter  of  paving  a  portion  of  Main  Street  was  first  broached  in  1846. 
A  committee  appointed  April  6,  made  a  report  on  the  27th,  which  was  inde- 
finitely postponed  by  the  town.  Another  comnaitteo  was  appointed  December 
26,  who  rei>orted  in  March,  1847,  through  Gov.  Lincoln,  that  the  probable 
cxiK-nse  of  paving,  from  Front  Street  to  Lincoln  Square,  would  bo  $12,000. 
At  an  adjourned  meeting,  in  April,  they  made  a  supplementary  report,  rccoaii* 
mending  the  use  of  square  blocks  of  granite.    The  first  work  was  done  io. 
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1849,  wbeo  Main  Street  was  paved  from  Front  Street  to  Exchange  Street. 
During  the  next  year  Front  Street  was  paved  from  Slain  Street  to  the  rmilruad 
crossing,  and  the  pavement  of  Main  Street  was  extended  Bortheriy. 

The  development  of  the  different  departments  of  the  city  and  its  public 
institutions,  keeping  pace  with  the  increase  of  population,  wilF  appear  in  the 
succeeding  chapters  of  this  narrative. 


-     -      \*  -  iCHAPTER  ^IV.^       ?      ,  ,\\ 

THE  HILLS  AM>  TALLETS  OF  WORCESTER —-^AKH^  QgiySTQAMQ  jW  ■  ''BCIDQES 
AKU  ST^EAMH  ~  EAUIitjr  SfcABCH  FOB  MIKES' — TIIE  OHI*. '  VERC  —  ia5ilPAXT 
FOB  WOBKING   IT  — -'  BRICK  AND  PEAT  -^tSRAftlTE  QUARBTIXO  —  SLATE  BEDS. 

The  hills  of  Worcester  are  nntnerons  ana  beautiful.  The  chief  business 
portion  of  the  city  lies  in  a  narrow  valley  cxtei)din<;  north  and  south,  while 
the  dwellings  of  the  people  are  built  in  great  mea.surq  ,upon  the  hilU  which  rise 
U|K>n  either  side.  The  diversity  in  the  landscape  presents  a  pleasing  view  to 
the  spectator,  whether  he  takes  up  his  position  upon  any  one  of  the  many 
eminences,  or  whether  in  his  walks  or  drives  he  now  ascends  and  descends 
another,  or  if,  again,  in  winding  around  the  base  of  a  third,  Afresh  woods  and 
pastures  new  ^  presents  thcm.sclves  to  his  vision.  Winter  Ilill,  lying  |)artly 
in  Holden,  extends  some  two  mile's  into  the  city,  is  ahont  midway  between  the 
eastern  and  western  boundaries,  and  lies  between  tho  old  road  to  lloldcn,  and 
the  newer  one  which  skirts  the  Westvn  shore  of  North  Pond.  Paine  Hill  and 
Green  Hill,  to  the  east/of  Lincalif  Street,  arc  flankccV  on  the  south-east  by 
Millstone  Hill.  South  of  the  latter  (ionics  QmnUlcr  Hill,  748.37  feet  above  tide 
wuter'and  278  feCt  above  the  level  of  Norwich  Street.  .F.i^rthcr  tothe  south, 
across  ''Pine  Meadow,"  is  Oak  Ilifl,  an4  to  the  south  t)f  thi^  is  Sairatabscot 
Hill  which /extends  southerly  into  Milfljirry.  jjucfet  from  Sasrataliscot,  and  at 
the  aiiglc  of  that  iK>rlion  of  ferritorjn^et  offH'cV'h^lp  fbrm  An}>uin  a  ipentury 
ago,  stands  Pakachoag;  Vhile  nloiig  the'weiitcrn  bomidafy  of  thacityt  stretches 
Tataesset  (or  Tatnuok)  tlill?  TbbW  aire -the  chiofiaiiis,  but  Hinny  a  lesser 
eminence  rears  its  Uead  between, — sbme  rugged  and  rocky,  some  graceful  and 
grass-grown.  ,  .  , 

Prof.  Hitchcock,  in  his  report  on  the  Geology  of  Massachusetts,  says :  — 

**  This  valley  possesses  precisely  those  features  which  art  is  capa)>lo  of  rendering 
extremely  fascinating.  And  there  is  scarcely  to  be  raet  with,  in  this  or  any  other 
conntr}',  a  more  charming  landscape  than  Worcester  presents  from  almost  an\'  of  the 
moderately  elevated  hills  that  surround  it.  The  high  state  of  agriculture  in  every  part 
of  the  valley,  and  the  fine  taste  and  neatness  exhibited  in  all  the  buildings  of  this 
flourishing  town,  with  the  great  elegance  of  many  edifices,  and  the  intermingling  of  so 
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many  and  fine  shade  and  fruit  trees,  spread  over  the  prospect  beauty  of  a  high  order, 
on  which  the  eye  delights  to  linger.  I  have  never  seen,  in  a  community  of  equal 
extent,  so  few  marks  of  povert}*  and  human  degradation  as  in  this  valley  ;  and  it  is 
this  aspect  of  comfort  and  independence  among  all  classes  that  enhances  greatly  the 
pleasure  with  which  every  true  American  heart  contemplates  this  scene,  since  it  must 
be  considered  as  exhibiting  the  happy  influence  of  our  free  institutions." 

Lake  Quinsigamond,  extending  along  the  eastern  boundary  between  "Worces- 
ter and  Shrewsbury  for  about  four  miles,  its  banks  covered  with  wood  and  its 
waters  studded  with  islands,  always  appreciated  by  the  lovers  of  nature,  has 
now  become  a  favorite  resort  for  the  people,  and  has  acquired  a  national  repa- 
iation  from  the  college  regattas  which  were  held  there  for  several  years  and 
which  were  attended  bv  students  and  their  friends  in  lar/a^e  numbers.  The 
early  travellers  from  the  east,  finding  the  lake  unfordable, — for  it  has  a  depth 
in  some  parts  of  eighty  feet,  — wound  around  the  northern  end  in  their  course, 
but  when  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Turnpike  was  incorporated,  in  1806,  the 
straight  course  adopted  by  the  engineers  brought  them  to  a  point  where  the 
lake  was  wide  and  too  deep  for  an  ordinary  bridge.  A  floating  bridge  was 
constructed  and  soon  sank  in  its  place ;  but  a  second  one,  more  skilfully  built, 
proved  successful.  The  turnpike  was  abandoned  in  1841,  and  the  county 
commissioners  were  petitioned  to  lay  out  a  county  road  over  the  route.  The 
sentiment  of  the  town  opposed  even  the  maintenance  of  a  town-way,  on  account 
of  the  expense  of  keeping  the  now  dilapidated  bridge  in  repair.  The  commis- 
sioners, however,  in  1845,  ordered  a  town  road  to  be  laid  out,  which  compelled 
the  town  to  rebuild  the  bridge.  But  in  1861  the  bridge  was  removed,  and 
thousands  of  cartloads  of  gravel,  carted  fron  the  hillsides  on  the  east  and  on 
the  west  and  dumped  into  the  lake,  formed  a  solid  causeway  over  which  both 
man  and  beast  may  cross  without  fear.*  The  turnpike,  leaving  the  lake* 
ascended  the  steep  slope  of  Millstone  Hill  and  descending  again  on  the  west 
(the  line  of  Belmont  Street),  crossed  the  valley  of  Hermitage  Brook  by  a 
causeway,  and,  cutting  throuirh  a  high  hill  west  of  Fountain  Street,  came 
down  into  Lincoln  Square.  The  toll-gate,  just  east  of  the  square,  was  sur- 
mounted by  a  lofty  arch  on  which  was  the  wooden  effigy  of  a  goose.  Disre- 
spectful wits  pronounced  it  a  fit  emblem  for  the  enterprise  which  had  selected 
so  difficult  a  route. 

Weasel  Brook  enters  the  city  at  the  north-eastern  part  by  two  branches  from 
Holden,  and,  near  the  north-east  corner  of  North  Pond,  is  re-enforced  by  the 
waters  of  the  latter.  Taking  now  the  name  of  Mill  Brook,  it  flows  south 
through  Northvilie,  where  it  supplies  two  factories  with  power,  and  after  serv- 
ing the  Washburn  and  Moen  Manufacturing  Company  through  Salisbury  Pond, 
it  is  joined  by  Paine's  Brook.  But  a  few  years  ago  Mill  Brook  was  seen  on 
either  side  of  Lincoln  Square,  and  just  north  of  the  square  was  a  small  island 

^  The  two  cnibaukments  met  Jane  27, 1862 ;  the  first  penoD  to  ctom  was  I>r.  John  Green ;  the 
cost  of  the  caiiKcway  was  $*<Ki,000.  The  order  of  the  eoonty  commissioiiers  provided  for  •  Ibot* 
path  on  the  south  side,  bnt  this  has  not  been  ImUi. 
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dhridiog  the  stream.  Here  once  stood  the  first  dam  trailt  by  hmnam  faaads  io 
Wbroester.  Capt.  John  Wing  erected  a  grist-mill  and  saw-mOl  hers  in  1683 
or  1684,  and  the  waters  of  the  stream,  restrained,  flowed  hack  over  the  low 
land  and  nearly  to  the  line  of  Lincoln  Street.  The  dam  was  taken  down 
in  aJFter  years,  but  another,  a  few  rods  south  from  the  square,  built  at  a  later 
period,  stood  until  a  rery  few  years  ago.  The  brook  from  Lincoln  Square 
nearly  a  mile  southward  is  now  straightened  in  its  course  and  converted  into  a 
corered  sew^r.  Pkt^scott  Street,  continued,  and  the  new  kication  of  Union 
Street,  afford  no  su^^picion  of  the  ouce  imjiortant  stream  which  they  corer,  and 
a  &rebay,  also  concealed  from  view,  comi>cn3ates  the  owner  of  the  ancient 
privilege  in  some  degree  for  the  sacrifice  which  he  has  made  for  the  general 
welfiire. 

The  only  tributary  «of  North  Pond  of  any  size  is  a  brook  coming  from  HoW 
den,  flowing  into  the  most  northern  comer  of  the  pond  and  called  North  Pood. 
Brook. 

Between  Millstone  and  Green  and  Paine  hills  flows  Bear  Brook.  A  portion 
of  its  waters,  conveyed  in  an  aqueduct,  supply  the  Asylum  for  the  Chnmic 
Insane  on  Summer  Street ;  the  remainder  flowing  through  the  valley  eastward 
of  Summer  Street  to  Laurel  Street,  turned  eastward  and  joined  Mill  Brook 
just  south  of  School  Street.  A  reservoir  at  the  north-west  comer  of  Laurel 
and  Hanover  streets  for  many  years  supplied  water  for  a  small  dam  on  the  west 
side  of  Summer  Street,  where  Mr.  William  Hovey  in  later  times  carried  on  the 
maugfacture  of  hay-cutters.  A  pond  near  the  south-east  comer  of  School 
and  Union  streets  supplied  power  for  the  machine^hop  which  still  stands  on 
that  site.  From  this  point  Mill  Brook  meandered  through  the  plain,  and,  near 
the  junction  of  Grafton  and  Water  streets,  received  the  waters  of  Pine  Meadow 
Brook  coming  from  the  north-east  part  of  Chandler  Hill.  Flowing  through 
the  pond  of  the  "Red  Mills,"  and  receiving  Piedmont  Brook  in  the  ** island 
district/'  it  continued  to  South  Worcester. 

Beaver  Brook  rises  in  Holden,  flows  westward  of  Winter  Hill  and  east  of 
the  **  Stone-house "  ranc^e  thronnh  Peat  Meadow,  where  it  receives  several 
tributaries,  next  receives  Lincoln  Brook  (rising  in  a  spring  at  the  corner  of 
Elm  and  Russell  streets),  near  'May  Street,  and  is  joined  byTatnuck  Brook  jn 
Coes^s  lesser  pond.  Tatnuck  Brook  also  rises  in  Holden,  flows  southward 
along  the  eastern  base  of  Tataesset  Hill,  receives  numerous  small  tributaries 
and  passes  through  several  reservoirs  to  its  junction  with  Beaver  Brook. 
Kettle  Brook  comes  from  Paxton  iiito  Leicester,  and,  turning  eastward  after 
crossing  the  great  road  to  the  latter  town,  flows  beside  the  road  for  some  two 
miles,  and  receiving  Lynde  Brook  in  Cherry  Valley,  soon  turns  southward  into 
Auburn,  receiving  Parson's  Brook  near  the  town  line.  Eastward  from  Stoue- 
ville  it  is  joined  by  Ramshorn  Brook,  and  returning  into  the  city  as  '^Paka- 
choag  Brook,"  flows  into  Curtis's  Pond.  The  waters  from  this  and  Coes's  ponds 
uniting,  flow  eastward  from  New  Worcester  through  South  Worcester,   and 
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uniting  at  the  north-east  base  of  Pakachoag  Hill  with  Mill  Brook  form  the  Black* 
stone  Kiven  The  waters  of  Lake  Quinsigamond,  with  other  streams  from 
Shrewsbury  and  Grafton,  form  the  Little  Blackstone  River,  which  flows  through 
Grafton  and  empties  into  the  Bhickstone  in  the  southern  part  of  that  town. 

The  discovery  of  certain  sparlding  metals,  which  proved  to  be  salts  of  iron, 
arsenic  and  lead,  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  in  1754,  led  to  the  belief  that 
a  valnablo  mine  of  silver  existed  in  the  hillside.  A  comjDany  was  formed  to 
explore  the  spot,  furnaces  and  smelting-houses  were  erected,  shafts  were  sunk 
and  galleries  run ;  but  the  cunning  superintendent,  when  he  had  carried  the 
profitless  task  as  Air  as  it  was  safe  to  try  the  credulity  of  his  employers, 
departed,  ostensibly  to  consult  a  person  of  larger  experience ;  and,  as  he  never 
returned,  the  mine  was  abandoned.  Traces  of  the  forsaken  work  are  still 
visible  a  few  rods  east  of  the  Nashua  Railroad,  just  beyond  the  two-mile 
post;/ 

To  the  west  of  Plantation  Street,  near  its  junction  with  Lincoln  Streef,  li^s 
the  "  Coal  Mine,"  where  it  is  believed  by  many  that  a  valuable  deposit  ol 
anthracite  coal  exists,  which  will  some  day  be  brought  to  our  markets.  Say# 
Lincoln:  — 

^'  It  was  long  converted  into  a  paint  under  the  name  of  black  lead,  and  furnished  a 
cheap  and  durable  covering  for  roofs  and  for  the  exterior  of  buildings  exposed  to  the 
weather.  In  1826,  it  Was  partially  explored  and  began  to  be  worked  by  Col.  Amos 
Binney.  It  was  found  to  be  a  valuable  combustible,  suitable,  even  in  the  impure  state 
presented  by  the  upper  strata,  for  fbrnaces  and  places  where  intense  heat  and  great 
fires  were  required.  Engagements  of  business  and  local  circumstances  induced  him  to 
suspend  the  prosecution  of  the  undertaking.*' 

The  Worcester  Coal  Company  was  incorporated  in  February,  1829,  for  tfaer 
purpose  of  mining  the  coal,  with  leave  to  hold  real  estate  to  the  amount 
of  $400,000,  and  $200^000  personal  property.  In  the  following  month. 
Samuel  B.  Thomas,  William  E.  Green,  and  Isaac  Davis,  with  their  associates, 
were  incorporated  as  the  Worcester  Railway  Company,  with  a  capital  of 
$50,000  «ind  authority  to  build  a  railway  fi*om  the  mine  to  the  waters  of  Lake 
Quinsigamond,  and  auQther  to  the  banks  of  the  Blackstone  Canal.  The  owner 
of  the  farm  in  which  the  great  mass  of  the  coal  was  supposed  to  lie  demanded 
so  high  a  price  for  his  land  that  the  coal  company  refused  to  purchase,  an^  the 
enteq^rise  was  abandoned. 

The  clayey  soil  of  many  parts  of  the  city  has  proved  suitable  for  the  manu- 
facture of  brick,  which  has  been  an  industry  of  some  importance  for  many 
years.  Peat  has  been  taken  in  considerable  quantity  from  the  South  Meadow, 
on  the  east  side  of  Sagatabscot  Hill,  and  from  Peat  Meadow,  west  of  the  town ; 
but  the  Worcester  Peat  Company,  organized  some  twenty-five  years  ago,  never 
declared  a  dividend  from  its  earnings. 

Millstone  Hill  furnishes  an  abundant  supply  of  dark  granite,  which,, though 
not  popular  for  the  walls  of  buildings,  is  admirably  suited  for  foundaCioQS* 
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The  rock  is  composed  chiefly  of  gray  quarts  and  white,  folbfeed  feldspar,  with 
only  traces  of  mica,  hut  with  enough  iron  to  cause  the  surfiee  to  blacken  cm 
exposure  to  the  air.  The  proprietors  of  the  town,  in  September,  1733,  roied 
**that  one  hundred  acres  of  the  poorest  land  on  Millstone  Hill  be  left  common 
for  the  use  of  the  town  for  building  stones."*  In  accordance  with  this  vote  the 
stone  has  been  quarried  from  that  time  to  the  present  by  such  persons  as  have 
chosen  to  do  so,  and  the  rights  of  the  people  in  the  premises  have  Ijeen  at&rmed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Commonwealth. 

The  ^  South  Ledge,''  near  the  southern  end  of  Sagatabscot  Hill,  furnishes  a 
light-colored  granite,  which  has  lieen  much  used  in  former  years.  The  fronts 
of  Butmau  Row  aud  Granite  Bow,  :md  the  west  wall  of  the  main  part  of  the 
stone  court  house,  are  built  of  this  granite.  It  has  also  been  much  used  for 
curb-stones,  posts,  steps  and  other  purposes.  ^ 

Argillaceous  slate  is^  abundant,  and  is  much  used  for  walls  and  foundations. 
The  buildings  of  the  Oread  Institute  are  built  of  this  stone,  quarried  on  the 
spot. 


I 
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OHUKCH     HISTORT  —  PREACHI50     OF     WHITCFIBLE)  —  PASTORAL     8U0CE88IQV 

INGRESS    OP    UXITARIAX    VIEWS  —  THE    BAPTIST    DENOMINATION^  —  CATHOUC 
PARISHES  —  3IETHODIST,   ^S'BfESm'y   iPISCOPAL    AND    UNIYERSALIST  SOdBTIEB 

—  cnr  MISSIONS.  ;>        " 

The  early  history  of  the  towu  is  in  some  measure  id^nQfied  with  the  history 
of  the  church,  for  the  "affhirs  of  both  were  either  magged  at  the  general 
raeetiugs  of  the  inhabitiiuts,  or  wore  sbttled  by  coucurrc^lit  votes  of  the  church 
aud  the  town.  The  first  regularly  settled  pastor  was  B^v.  Andrew  Grardner, 
who  was  ordained  iu^UicgaiiJumii  of  ill9  in  the-tlewly-exe^tcd  church  on  the 
common.  He  was  altiiaii  ofecccutric  disposition,  foml  of*  sports  and  the  chase 
—  a  man  too  worlulj'-miii^td,  in  the'oi^iuion  of  many  of^  his  flock,  whose  ideas 
of  a  religious  teacher  were  associated  with  a  diflereut  stamp  of  character.  Mr. 
Gardner  had  his  grievances  also,  for  the  grant  made  on  his  accepting  the  office 
was  not  forthcoming,  and  his  annual  salary  was  constantly  in  arrears.  The 
close  association  of  church  and  state  at  this  time  is  further  shown  by  the  fact 
that  the  Legislature  was  petitioned  for  aid  and  relief.  Failing  to  get  help 
from  that  source,  an  ecclesiastical  council  was  convened,  but  this  also  was 
powerless  to  solve  the  difficulty.  On  further  petitions  to  the  General  Court 
that  body  passed  a  resolve  recommending  the  same  council  to  proceed  to 
Worcester,  with  a  view  to  establish  peace  in  the  town.  The  fear  of  Indians 
led  the  council  to  meet  at  Dedham,  and  by  its  advice  Mr.  Gardner  was 
dismissed,  Oct.  31,  1722.     After  enjoying  the  ministrations  of  two  or  three 
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other  clergymen,  temporarily  engaged,  the  church  elected  Rev.  Thomas  White 
as  their  pastor  in  August,  1724,  but  the  town  refused  to  concur.  Rev.  Isaac 
Burr  (au  uncle  of  Vice-President  Aaron  Burr),  ordained  Oct.  13, 1725,  filled  the 
pulpit  until  March,  1745.  His  ministry  was  generally  acceptable,  but  in  the 
minds  of  some  he  failed  as  an  *'  exhorter,"  and  it  was  terminated  by  the  mutual 
desire  of  himself  and  the  church. 

George  Whiteficld,  the  inspired  preacher,  whose  fervent  eloquence  stirred 
the  souls  of  men  in  an  almost  unparalleled  manner,  visited  Worcester  on  his 
second  visit  to  this  country,  in  October,  1740.  He  was  accompanied  by  Gov. 
Belcher,  who  had  become  deeply  interested  in  Whitefield.  They  spent  the 
night  of  their  arrival  at  the  house  of  Col.  Chandler.  An  extract  from  the 
preacher's  diary  will  be  of  interest  here :  — 

^^  Wednesday^  Oct.  15.  Perceived  the  governor  to  be  more  affectionate  than  ever. 
After  morning  praj-er,  he  took  me  by  myself,  kissed  me,  wept,  and  exhorted  me  to  go  on 
stirring  up  the  ministers ;  ' for/  said  he,  ^reformation  mast  begin  at  the  house  of  Grod.' 
As  we  were  going  to  meeting,  says  be,  *'  Mr.  Whitefield,  do  not  spare  me  any  more  than 
the  ministers :  no,  not  the  chief  of  them.'  I  preached  in  the  open  air,  on  the  common, 
to  some  thousands ;  the  word  fell  with  weight  indeed  ;  it  carried  all  before  it.  After 
sermon,  the  governor  said  to  me,  *  I  pray  God  I  may  apply  what  has  been  said  to  my 
own  heart.  Pray,  Mr.  Whitefield,  that  I  may  hunger  and  thirst  after  righteousness.* 
Dinner  being  ended,  with  tears  in  his  eyes  he  kissed,  and  took  leave  of  me.  Oh,  that 
we  may  meet  in  heaven.  I  have  observed  that  I  have  had  greater  power  than  ordinary 
whenever  the  governor  has  been  at  public  worship.    A  sign,  I  hope,  that  the  Meet 

High  intends  effectually  to  bring  him  home  and  place  him  at  his  right  hand 

Was  enabled  much  to  rejoice  in  spirit Preached  at  Leicester,  in  the  after- 
noon, 6  miles  from  Worcester,  with  some,  though  not  so  much  power  as  in  the 
morning." 

Whether  the  diminished  effect  of  his  exhortations  at  Leicester  should  be 
traced  back  to  himself  or  should  be  laid  at  the  doors  of  his  audience,  it  is 
difficult  at  this  distance  of  time  rightly  to  determine.     • 

In  the  interval  between  the  dismissal  of  Mr.  Burr  and  the  settlement  of  his 
successor,  the  town  instructed  its  committee  to  consult  the  Rev.  President  and 
Professors  of  Harvard  College  as  to  whom  they  should  engage  in  a  proba- 
tionary way  —  a  custom  which  has  not  prevailed  in  later  times. 

A  church  covenant  was  adopted  Sept.  22,  1746. 

Rev.  Thaddeus  Maccarty  of  Boston  was  installed  as  pastor  June  10,  1747. 
He  was  styled  by  John  Adams,  **  though  a  Calvinist,  not  a  bigot.**  His  minis- 
trations continued  until  his  death,  July  20,  1784.  During  this  period  the 
''Congregational"  style  of  singing,  in  which  each  singer  employed  the  tune 
which  he  considered  best  adapted  to  the  hymn,  or  the  one  with  which  be  was 
most  familiar,  ^avc  place,  by  a  recorded  vote  of  the  town,  to  the  system  of  a 
regular  choir,  who  were  ordered  to  sit  in  the  front  seats  of  the  gallery.  The  seats 
in  the  church  were  assigned  at  first  according  to  rank,  the  town,  in  1788, 
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iriictiMi  of  P^'^^  wMgiftBio  Ibt  Aider  of 

I)iftft»e»wMAa»wtietWwl^gie»lriihgfttepw^ 
ffortotid  tbt  MttkflMnt  of  A  ifweeMor  to  Mr*  IbcaBftf  aalfl  Sift.  aOj,  1190i» 
nfcm  tbt  Eer.  Smad  AiMtiB  wm  iattaDed*    Ai  tUs 
oortwt  wort  odopted^  b  iriiid  the  doeiiiat  of  the  Tkioitf ,  Ulhato 
Miorcd  ty  tbo  OMgofUj,  woo  clearly  ■— iiiiteil     Dr. 
Miti}  1S15«  wfaeo  he  remored  to  Burliogtoo,  Yt.,  to  eemne  the  oCee  of 
Jest  of  the  Uvirerrity  of  TemMmt,  ttoagh  Ue  conoectioa  with  Oe  peifak 
set  defloiteljr  tenDinetod  imtil  December,  1818.    Hie  mme  ie  pcfpefawbd  here 
to  the  MfftlUAUm  cf  Anetio  Street,  which  rune  on  the  eooth  nde  of  Ae 
wUdi  he  oceopied  doriiig  the  greater  part  of  hie  mloietrf.    DoiiBg  hb 
^Ofoe  here  hie  theologj  wee  of  the  etrieteet  eott,  but  after  Ue  leBOfal  to 
beeuDO  more  liberal  iu  hie  riewe,  ae  ie  ehown  bj  hie  later  writings    - 

BeT«  (%ariee  A.  Ooodricfat  ordained  at  firet  ae  edleegoe  with  Dr.  Anelto, 
^Qet  9t  1816t  aeked  and  receircd  diemieeioD  Oct.  14, 18S0.  Bar.-  Aivtiaa  B. 
.Boll  wee  paetor  from  Haj  S3,  1821,  until  hie  deeth,  which  occurred  May  17, 
18S8#  Hie  eocceeeor,  Ber.  Bodnej  A.  SlGller,  paetor  from  June  7, 1827,  to 
April  1 2|  1844,  continued  to  reeide  in  Worceeter  for  a  portion  of  eadi'yeir 
jantil  bin  death,  which  occurred  ut  Troy,  in  September,  1876.  The  socceedii^ 
mini«ter4  of  tbts  church  have  licen:  Rer.  George  P.  Smith,  ^larch  19,  1845, 
until  his  dcatli,  Sept.  3,  1852 ;  Rev.  Horace  James,  Feb.  3,  1853,  to  Jan.  8, 
1803,  when  bis  relutions  were  tevcred  on  account  of  bis  absence  with  the  army 
aeOiapluiii  of  the  25th  Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers ;  Rev.  Edtrord  ▲. 
Wallcer,  July  2,  1863,  to  Sept  20,  1865;  Rev.  Royal  B.  Stratton,  Jan.  2, 
1867,  to  April  25,  1872;  Rev.  Nathaniel  Mighill,  Sept.  15,  1875,  uhtiltho 
epriog  of  1877,  and  .Rev.  L.  B.  Voorbees,  who  was  installed  as  tbo  thirteenth 
pastor  June  15,  1877,  but  whom  ill  hetfltb  has  recently  compelled  to  resign  bis 
office. 

The  society  worshipping  at  the  Old  South  Church,  as  well  as  all  tlioso 
orthodox  societies  which  have  existed  in  Worcester,  have  carried  on  their 
ministry  and  government  **  after  the  Congregational  way.**  Since  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  Prosbyteriau  church  above  referred  to  there  has  been  no  society  iu 
Worcester  afBliated  with  that  school  of  church  government. 

Rot.  Aaron  B;incroft,*  a  native  of  Reading,  was  invited  to  supply  tiie  Old 
South  pulpit  during  the  illness  of  Rev.  Mr.  Maccarty  in  the  summer  of  1783. 

*  Ths  thirteen  ebildrea  of  Dr.  nnncroft  ond  Lncretis  Chandler,  his  wife,  included  Eliss,  wife  cC 
Hoa«  John  Dsvis,  sad  Qeuige,  the  diplomat  and  historian. 
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He  preached  again  as  a  candidate  for  the  vacancy  which  bad  arisen,  in  tbo 
autumn  of  1784.  The  following  January  he  came  again,  and  at  a  meeting  held 
in  March,  a  motion  was  made  to  settle  him  as  the  minister.  But  the  majority 
of  the  parish  were  Trinitarians,  while  Mr.  Bancroft  held  Unitarian  views,  aiid 
the  motion  failed.  His  supporters,  who  included  many  families  of  influence 
and  weight,  requested  permission  of  the  town  to  form  another  society,  but  this 
was  refused.  "Under  these  circumstances  (in  the  language  of  a  iuemoilal 
subsequently  addressed  to  the  Legislature),  seeing  no  prospect  of  union,  desir- 
ous of  a  minister  whose  sentiments  they  approved,  wishing  the  same  indulgence 
to  those  diflferiug  from  them,  weary  of  unprofitable  contention,"  the  minority 
withdrew,  and  on  the  third  Sunday  of  March,  1785,  began  to  hold  meetings 
in  the  coqrt-house,  where  they  continued  to  meet  until  Jan.  1^  1792.  At 
this  time  thfBy  took  possession  of  the  church  building  erected  for  their  use  on 
Summer  Street,  —  a  building  subsequently  converted  into  a  hotel,  but  for  thirty 
years  past  used  as  a  school-house.  The  new  organization  met  with  little  sympathy 
in  the  neighborhood  or  in  the  State.  At  the  ordination  of  Dr.  Bancroft,  Feb. 
1,  1786,  the  only  two  clergymen  of  the  county  whom  it  had  been  considered 
^fe  to  ask  to  assist,  were  Rev.  Timothy  Harrington  of  Lancaster,  who  g&ve 
the  charge  to  the  people,  and  Rev.  Zabcliel  Adams  of  Lunenburg^  who  extended 
the  right  hand  of  fellowship,.  The  old  parish  contimied  to  demand  the  payment 
of  ministerial  rates  from  the  associates  in  the  new  one,  and  stontly  resisted  the 
efforts  to  effect  a  legal  separation;  but  in  November,  1787,  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion was  obtained  from  the  Legislature,  and  from  that  time  the  society  has  Iieen 
known  as  the  Second  Parish.  Dr.  Bancroft  was,  for  the  first  years  of  hit 
, ministry,  almost  ''a  stranger  in  a  strange  land."  Ilis  religious  views  were 
unpopular  with  very  many  of  the  townspeople,  and  the  number  of  clergymen 
anywhere  with  whom  he  could  exchange  pulpits  was  very  limited.  In  time, 
however,  the  Unitarian  denomination  increased  throughout  the  State,  and  more 
leniency  was  shown  them  by  those  of  a  more  rigid  faith.  He  continued  to 
minister  to  his  flock  for  the  long  term  of  fifty-three  and  one-half  years,  unitil 
their  mutual  relations  were  severed  bv  his  death,  Aus:.  19, 1839.  Rev.  Ahmto 
Hill  *  was  ordained  as  colleague. with  Dr.  Bancroft  March  28, 1827,  andretaiiied 
his  connection  with  the  society  nearly  forty-four  years,  of  until  his  de:ith,  Feb. 
1,  1871.     Rev.  Edward  H.  Hall,  installed  as  colleague  with  Dr.  Hill,  Feb.  10, 


*  Dr.  Hin  jras  bom  at  Harvanl,  June  20, 1800,  and  was  jp^duated  at  Hnrranl  CoUego  in 
He  xras  for  more  than  twenty-five  years  »  member  of  the  scbool  committee.  He  roceivocl  tbo 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Divinity  at  Cambridge  in  1851.  His  cbaructcr  is  woll  sammed  op  in  a  resola- 
iotion  pa^iscd  by  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  of  which  ho  was  recording  secretary,  bearing 
"  testimony  to  the  fact  that,  as  a  patriotic  citizen,  and  as  the  lieloycd  iiaMor  of  one  of  the  principal 
chnrches  in  this  city  for  more  than  forty  years,  Dr.  HiU  was  eminently  faitliful  iu  the  fnlfilweni 
of  every  duty ;  that  lie  was  remarkable  for  his  nufailiu^  kiudufHs  and  geniality  of  mannert  and 
feeling  to  all  classes  of  people,  whether  parishioners  or  only  nci<:hl>orH  and  fcllow-citizens,  and 
fbr  the  earnestness  and  ability  with  which  he  advocated  every  incnsnre  for  the  promotion  of 
edneaiion  and  good  morals — continuing,  until  the  last  moment  of  cousciousuess,  tonuutifeat  tlio 
interest  in  the  welfare  of  others  tlia$  marked  and  distinguished  liis  life." 


f 
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1869,  continues  to  fill  the  iKH»itioii  of  paator-at  the  present  time.  The  aoeietj 
moved  from  Summer  Street  in  August,  1820,  to  a  new  brick^hanji  whkh  had 
been  erected  on  Court  Hill.  Thi.s  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  the  eTenir.g  of  Aug. 
24,  1849,  and  the  present  edifice,  built  of  brick,  covered  with  mastJCy^T 

'dedicated  March  20,  1851. 

The  establishment  of  the  Second  Parish  and  society  was  followed  in  NoTeni- 
ber,  1812,  by  tbit  of  the  first  Baptist  Society.  James  Wilson,  the  frther 
of  the  movement,  came  to  Worcester  from  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  in  1795.  BMs 
he  found  three  sympathizers  with  bis  religious  tenets,  and  in  process  of  tuno 

;  accessions  we^c  made,  either  from  new  arrirnls  or  from  those  members  <^  D^ 
Austin's  pari:«h,  who  had  become  clisaflfected  by  reason  of  his  political  sentimeatSy 
which  he  had  expressed  in  terms  too  strong  for  their  taste.  Elder  Williaiti 
Bentley,  who  came  from  Tiverton,  B.  L,  was  installed  as  pastor  of  tho  new 

.  society,  the  services  being  held  in  the  Unitarian  Church.  The  ntunber  of 
original  members  was  twenty-nine.     The  first  church  of  the  society,  bnilt  opoD 

.  the  site  of  the  present  one,  was  erected  in  1813,  enlarged  in  1827,  and  Iqinied 
in  1836.  A  new' church  was  )>egun  at  once,  completed  in  the^ljbwfng  sum- 
mer, and  enlarged  in  the  winter  of  1867-8  to  its  present  dimensiolis.  £3der 
Bentley  remained  but  three  years.  His  successor.  Rev.  Jonathan  Going, 
settled  in«(KovembQsr,  1815,  remained  for  sixteen  years,  during  which  time  hm 

-taught  the  Latur school  for  one  year,  lal>ored  efficiently  in  the  cause  of  school 

{education,  and,  it  is  saiB,  established  the  first  Sunday-school  in  the  county. 
His  successors  have  bcen^  ^Rev.  Jonathan  Aldricb,  Oct.  27,  1835,  to  May, 

;1838;  Bev.  Samuet  B.  Swain,  A^ril,  1839,  to  May  4,  1854;  Rev.  J.  D.  E. 
Jnnes,  April  1, 1855^  to  April,  185D;  Hev.  Lemuel  Moss,.  Aug.  30,  1860,  to 

'September,  ISGi';  Eeyl  Ilirani  K.  Pervear,  May,  1865,  to  January,  1873  ;  and 
Rev.  Benjamin  D.  Marshall,  the  present  pastor,  installed  Muy  .16,  1873. 

\     The  second  serious  r^et-ession  from  the  Old  South  Cbuncfr  took  pjace  in  Jan- 
nary,  1819.     The  Calvinist  Chuvch  was  constrtutcd  Aug.  17.  1820,  and  on .tlie- 
8th  of  February^  1822,  the  Cilviniat  Society  was  organized,  the  first  ipeeting, 
for  worship  being  held^jn  lh|5  court-iJiouse  on  the  first  Sunday  of  ApriTv  182^?. 
ReVi  Loammi  h'.es  Hoaclley,  who  Jjad  supplied  the  puli>it  frfr  some  tinie  prt- 
viously,  was  ordained  as  pastor  Oct.*  15,  1823,  on  occasion  of  the  dedication  6f 
the  flew  church,  the  gift  of  Hbn.  Daniel  Waldo.     On  the  28tbpf  June,  1828i 
tiic  meml>ers  of  the  01(J  South  and  Calvinist  churches  united  in  the  sacram^iA 
of  communion,  ill  token  of  the  re-e'stablishment'of  Christian  fellowship-and^in, 
remenif)rance  of  their  'common  Redeemer.     Mr:  Hoadley,  whose  illneS^  coiin- 
pelled  him  to  seek  a  dismissal  ifi  May,  1829,  was*  succeeded -Jan.  28,  1830,  by 
Rev.  J.  S.  C.  Abbott.     Rev.  David  Peabody  was  pasTor  from  May,  1835,  to- 
1838 ;  B£S^  Seth^\\;««ts^  •   fPo«  Dee-.  19,  W38,  tmtil   his   dcathrr-Marcli 

•  Dr.  Sweetser  was  bom  at  Xewbnrvport,  March  15,  1807,  and  p'aduated  at  Harvard  College  in 
1827.  He  taiij;lit  school  fur  two  y«^ars  at  Genesco.N.  Y.,  and  was  for  two  years  tutor  at  Cambridge. 
Fitting  for  the  miuistrj  at  Andover  Theological  Seminary,  ho  began  liui  pastoral  life  as  home  miA- 
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24,  1878 ;  Rev.  FTorace  E.  Barnes,  colleague  of  Dr.  Sweetser  from  Nov.  19, 
1874,  to  May  3,  1876 ;  and  Rev.  Daniel  Merriman,  Feb.  13,  1878,  to  the 
present  time.  The  name  of  this  society  was  changed  by  act  of  the  Liegislature 
of  1879  to  •*  The  Central  Societv  in  Worcester." 

The  first  an'ival  of  Catholic  believers,  in  any  number,  was  about  the  year 
1826,  when  Irish  laborers  came  to  the  town  to  work  in  digging  the  Blackstone 
Canal.  In  1834,  Rev.  James  Fitton  (now  pastor  of  a  church  at  East  Boston), 
laid  the  foundations  of  a  church  on  Temple  Street.  The  church,  which  was  of 
wood,  was  afterwards  enlarged,  and  some  twenty  j^ears  later  a  largo  brick  edi- 
fice, the  present  St.  John's  Church,  was  built  just  east  of  the  original  one. 
Father  Fitton's  successors  have  been  Revs.  A.  Williamson,  Matthew  W.  Gib- 
son, J.  A.  McAvoy,  John  Boyce,  Patrick  T.  O'Reilly  (now  Bishop  of  this 
diocese),  and  Thomas  Griffin  and  Thomas  J.  Conaty,  the  last  two  being  the 
present  rector  and  curate. 

The  first  Methodist  Episcopal  Society  formed  in  Worcester,  was  organized  in 
1834.  Rev.  J.  A.  Merrill  preached  for  three  months  in  the  spring  of  that 
year,  and  in  June,  the  Rev.  George  Pickering  was  assigned  to  the  charge  by  the 
New  England  Conference.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  following  year  by  Rev. 
John  T.  Bnrrill,  during  whose  ministration  the  first  church  was  built,  on  the 
south  side  of  Exchange  Street  (then  called  Columbian  Avenue),  just  easterly 
of  Union  Street.  This  church  was  destroyed  by  fire  Feb.  19,  1844,  and  a  new 
one,  of  brick,  was  built  on  Park  Street,  facing  the  common.  This  church  was 
sold  in  1869,  to  the  French  Catholics,  and  the  society  moved  to  their  new  edi- 
fice. Trinity  Church,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Chandler  streets.  The 
frequent  changes  in  the  pastorate  of  Methodist  churches,  made  in  accordance 
with  the  code  of  discipline  peculiar  to  the  denomination,  render  it  impracti* 
cable  to  give  a  complete  and  accurate  list  of  all  who  have  been  stationed  over 
this  and  the  other  Methodist  churches  here.  The  present  pastor  of  Trinity 
Church  is  Rev.  John  A.  Cass. 

The  first  regularly  conducted  services  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
in  Worcester,  were  held  by  Rev.  Thomas  H.  Vail,  the  present  Bishop  of  Kan- 
sas, on  Dec.  13,  1835.  The  society  for  a  long  time  was  slow  of  growth,  and  il 
was  not  until  the  year  1846,  that  a  church  was  built  for  their  use  on  the  sou^h 
side  of  Pearl  Street,  —  enlarged  in  1864,  1868  and  1871,  and  destroyed  by  fire 
April,  7,  1874.  Their  beautiful  new  place  of  worship,  AH  Saints  Church,  at 
the  corner  of  Pleasant  and  Irving  streets,  was  dedicated  Jan,  4,  1877.  Bishop 
Vail's  successors  have  been  the  Revs.  F.  C.  Putnam,  George  T.  Chapman, 
George  H.  Clark,  Nathaniel  T.  Bent,  A.  M.  Morrison,  Wm.  H.  Brooks,  D.D., 
A.  C.  Patterson,  E.  W.  Hagar,  and  William  R.  Huntington,  the  present  |xi8- 

sioDarr  at  Gardiner,  Mc,  wbero  he  was  ordatuecl  iu  l&iG.  Ho  receive<l  the  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Divinity  from  Amherst  CoUego  in  1632.  lie  tras  for  twelve  years  a  piember  of  the  school  committee, 
and  has  been  prouonnced  by  tho  President  of  the  Free  Institute  to  be  ''  the  lather''  of  that  inati- 
totion.  His  convictions  were  lirm,  bat  he  was  liberal  towards  alL  His  life  was  a  benediction  to 
the  community  where  it  was  passed. 
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tor,  ordained  Dec.  3,  1862,  and  the  loogest  settled  minister,  save  one,  in  tha 
city. 

The  Society  of  Friends  had  long  maintained  a  meeting  at  ^lulberry  GroTe, 
in  the  north  part  of  Leicester.  The  families  of  that  denomination  who  came 
hither  from  that  town  and  eUowbcro  about  1816  and  in  subsequent  years, 
continued  to  repair  to  Leicester  for  worship  until,  1837,  when  they  obtained 
leave  to  hold  bnindi  meetings  here,  occupying  a  room  over  Boyden  &  Feono's 
jewelry  store  in  Paine*s  Block.  These  meeting:^,  save  when  some  minister 
from  abroad  visited  tliem,  were  gcnenilly  ^silent.**  In  1846,  the  society  built 
their  present  meet  ing-house  on  land  given  by  two  of  their  num1>er,*  at  the 
comer  of  OxH^rd  and  Chatham  streets,  and  from  that  time  the  meeting  has 
been  independent  of  the  one  at  Leicester.  The  latter,  in  fact,  is  now  given 
up,  on  account  of  the  removal  or  death  of  its  former  members.  The  Friends 
have  no  ^settled'"  minister  to  whom  they  pay  a  salary,  but  enjoy  the  minis- 
tcatlQqs  of  such  of  their  number  as  are  called  by  the  Spirit  to  the  work  and 
are  approved  by  the  body  of  miuisters  and  elders  of  the  district  or  **  quarter  " 
to  which  they  l)clong.  Several  **  accepted  miiiisters"  are  now  resident  here, 
who  are  held  in  high  esteem  ))y  the  denomination. 

A  Universalist  society  was  formed  Juno  3,  1841,  and  the  church  was  organ- 
ized in  due  form  Nov.  21,  1843.  A  plain  wooden  church,  two  stories  high, 
the  lo^er  story  fitted  for  stores,  was  biiilt  in  that  year  on  the  south-east  comer 
of  Main  and  Foster  streets.  From  this  the  society  removed,  June  28,  1871, 
to  their  more  iqiposing  and  substantial  edifice  on  Pleasant  Street,  at  the  foot  of 
Chestnut  Street.  Their  pastors  have  been  Revs.  S.  P.  Landers,  Albert  Caae« 
6.  11.  Tillotfon,  J.  G.  Adams,  L.  M.  Burrington,  B.  F.  Bowles,  T.  E.  St. 
John,  and  Moses  H.  Harris. 

The  **Secoud  Adveutists,"  then  generally  known  as  **Millerites,''  began 
holding  mccliugs  in  1840.  A  cluirch  was  regularly  organized  in  1850;  their 
present  house  of  worship  is  on  the  north  side  of  Central  Street. 

The  Disciples  of  Chcist,  organized  in  1860  by  Elders  W.  A.  S.  Smyth  and 
Parritt  BlaisdcU,  have  a  church  on  the  south  side  of  Thomas  Street. 

In  the  autumn  of  1834  a  peaceable  secession  from  the  two  existing  Orthodox 
societies  took  place,  twenty-seven  ))ersons  from  the  Old  South  and  nineteen 
from  the  Calvinist  Church  being  dismissed  and  recommended  to  the  new  one. 
These,  with  seventeen  others,  united  to  constitute  the  Union  Church,  Feb.  3, 
1836,  The  6rst  parish  meeting  was  held  March  5,  183G,  and  the  brick  church, 
built  on  the  north  side  of  Front  Street,  facing  the  common,  was  dedicated  July 
6,  1836,  the  opening  and  closing  prayers  i)eing  given  by  the  pastors  of  the 
Baptist  and  Methodist  churches  respectively.  Rev.  Jonathan  E.  Woodbridge, 
installed  as  pastor  a  few  months  later,  was  succeeded  in  1838  by  Kev.  Elam 
Smalley,  and  he  in  turn,  in  1855,  I)y  Rev.  Ebenczer  Cutler,  D.  D.,  who 
resigned  in  February,  1878,  since  which  time  Rev.  George  H.  Gould,  D.  D^, 

*  Samuel  H.  Coltou  aud  Autbou j  Cliaae. 
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bas  been  the  acting  pastor.  During  the  present  year  (1879),  the  church  build- 
ing has  been  taken  down,  and  a  more  modern  and  imposing  one  is  going  up  6n 
its  site. 

•  The  Salem  Street  Church  was  organized  Jt-ne  14,  1848,  with  Rov.  Geoi^e 
Bushnell  as  pastor,  succeeded  in  1858  by  Rev.  Merrill  Richardson,  and  he  in 
1S71  by  Rev.  Charles  M.  Lamson. 

Plymouth  Church,  organized  July  7,  1869,  settled  Rev.  George  W.  Phillips 
as  their  pastor  Dec.  28,  1871,  and  moved  into  their  stone  church  at  the  head 
of  Pearl  Street  April  29,  1875.  i 

Piedmont  Church,  organized  Sept.  18,  1872,  engaged  Rev.  Dr.  Gebi^  H. 
Gould  as  acting  pastor  until  July  1, 1877.  Their  church,  at  the  corner  of  Main 
and  Piedmont  streets,  was  dedicated  Jan.  30,  1877.  Their  present  pastor, 
Rev.  D.  O.  Mears,  was  installed  July  3,  1877. 

'  The  Mission  Chapel  Society,  constituted  as  a  church  Dec.  23,  1864,  occupy 
the  building  on  Summer  Street,  the  gift  of  the  late  Ichabod  WashbumVili 
which  a  free  mission  had  been  Sustained,  largely  at  his  expense,  since  aboiit 
the  vear  1855. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  Unitarians  in  Worcester,  and  the  growth  of 
the  town  in  a  southerly  direction,  led  to  the  formation  of  a  second  society, 
which  was  organized  as  the  "Church  of  the  Unity,"  Jan.  31,  1846.  Thfey 
built  a  church  on  the  north  side  of  Elm  Street,  near  Main.  Their  first  pastor, 
Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale,  remained  with  them  until  1856,  when  he  rembvctl 
to  Boston.  His  successor.  Rev.  Rush  R.  Sbippen,  installed  Dec.  22,  1858, 
resigned  in  1871  to  become  secretary  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association. 
The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Henry  Blanchard,  was  settled  ]^Iay4,  1873. 

Prior  to  the  destruction  of  the  original  Baptist  Church,  it  had  been  consid- 
ered expedient  to  form  a  second  society.  An  act  of  incorporation  was  obtained 
April  6,  1836,  and  a  site  was  purchased  on  Elm  Street,  but  on  account  of  this 
fire  which  happened  soon  after,  the  separation  did  not  take  place  at  that  time,- 
the  whole  body  of  the  denomination  giving  their  suppoi^t  to  the  erection  of  a 
new  edifice.  Five  years  later,  however,  the  time  seemed  to  have  come  for  a 
separation,  and  the  Second  (or  Plieasant  Street)  Baptist  Society  was  formed 
Decf.  28,  1841.  Their  church  was  dedicated  Jan.  4,  1844.  The  pastors  have 
been  Revs.  John  Jennings,  Charles  K.  Colver,  D.  W.  Faunce,  Jl  J.  Tucker, 
David  Weston,  I.  R.  Wheelock  and  S.  R.  Holman.  The  Third  (or  Mhin 
Street)  Baptist  Society,  organized  in  July,  1853,  has  had  for  its  pastors.  Revs. 
H.  L.  Wayland,  Joseph  Banvard,  George  B.  Gow,  F.  W.  Bakeman  and  George 
E.  Horr.  The  Dewey  Street  Chapel,  founded  in  1871,  as  a  non-sectarian  place 
of  worship,  came  into  the  control  of  the  Baptists  in  the  following  year.  Its 
pastors  have  been  Revs.  L.  M.  Sai^gent  and  D.  F.  Lamson. 

The  second  Methodist  Society  was  organized  July  20,  1845,  and  bas  its 
church  on  Laurel  Street,  opened  for  worship  in  1848.  Zion's  Church,  especially 
for  colored  people,  was  organized  in  1846 ;  its  place  of  worship  is  on  Exchange 
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Street.  Webster  Square  Church  was  organized  in  April,  1860.  The  Betfiel 
(also  for  colored  people)  was  organized  in  18G7.  Grace  Church,  organized 
May  5,  18^,  is  on  Walnut  Street ;  and  the  Coral  Street  Church  was  organ- 
ized in  1872. 

Other  Catholic  churches  are  St.  Anne's  Church,  on  Shrewsbury  Street,  estab- 
lished in  1855,  with  Rev.  John  J.  Power  as  pastor.  Soon  after  the  establish- 
ment, in  1869,  of  St.  PauFd  Church  (the  imix>sing  edifice  on  Chatham  Street), 
of  which  he  coutfnues  to  be,  rector,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  brother.  Rev.  Wm. 
A.  Power,  and  the  latter  by  Rev.  Dennis  Scannejl?*^  In  1869  was  also  organ- 
ized  tbp  Chujch  of  Notre  Dame  des  Canadicnsou  rark  Street,  of  which  Rey. 
J.  B.  Primcau  is  jmstor ;  and,  jn  1874,  the  Cbi/f cb  of  the  Immaculate  Concep- 
tion ^  on  Prcscott  Street,  Rev.  Robert  Walsh,  p:istor(^>  Catholic  services  are 
held  regularly  at  the  chapel  of  the  Sisters  of  Xotre  Dame  on  Vernon  Street, 
b]^: the  priests. olF  St.  John^s  parish^  and  .at  tjieX^lege  of  the  Holy  Cross  by 
tm  Jeiuit  fathers  in  charge  of  that  institlitioiu  'Another  churdi,  of  brick,  to 
seat  eight  hundred  worshippers,  is  in  probess  of  constrnotion  on  Cambridge 
Street,  a  little  west  of  the  railroad  to  Providence ;  it  is  styled  the  Church  of 
the  Sacred  Heart. 

St.  Matthew's  Chnpel  at  South  Worcester,  dedicated  Sept.  21,  1871,  was 
built  upon  land  purchased  by  communictuits  at  AH  Saints  Church,  from  a  mis- 
sion fund  established  hy  the  ladies  of  the  latter  church  in  1869,  which  was 
increased  by  subscriptions  from  the  members  of  All  Saints  and  from  people  of 
South  Worcester.  Rev.  John  Gregson  was  the  first  officiating  minister.  In 
May,  1874,  an  independent  parish  was  formed  under  the  name  of  St.  l^Iat- 
thew's  Church,  withH4  L.  Parker. and  M.  J.  Wbittall  as  wardens;  Sampson 

'  m 

Austin,  James  L.  Ballantyntf,  Wm.  Lancaster,  AVmi^R. -Hamilton  and  Sumner 
Cummin^  as  vestrymen."^'  The  rectors  have  beorf,  KcvS^  Henry  Mockay,  Amos 
Skeclc,  A4cx.  Mack-ay  Smith  and  Rev.  George  O.  Osgooil.  During  the  current 
year  (187il)  the  church  and  land  have  been  deedetH'Aefc  from  debt,  to  the  par- 
ish, by  Sumner  Pratt,  Esq:  > 

The  North  End  Baptist  Mission  was  established  Aug.  lldSTS^as  the  nucleus 
pf-a%new  Baptist  society  at  the  north  part  Yjf  the  city.  *  - 

The  Central  Churoh  for  many  years  maintained  a  mission  in  the  west  part  of 
thQ.city,  ort  Jolin  Street,  and  during  the  present  year  hj^vo  dedicated  a  chapel 
atr4he  corner  of  Hiirblaud  and  Bovnton  streets.  , 

Tt  is  not  within  the  scppo  of  the  writer's  task  to  pay  the  tribute  which  would 
bfe  meet,  to  the  tnemory  and  worth  of  the  ^grcat  body  of  the  clergjmen  who 
have  ministered  to  the  people  of  Worcester.  ^Vit bin- their  number  has  been 
comprehended  an  amount  of  talent,  culture  and  erudition,  such  as  can  be  found 
identified  with  very  few  communities.  !Many  of  them  gave  the  best  por- 
tion of  their  lives  to  the  churches  here,  and  lent  their  aid  to  every  effort  for 
the  education  and  moral  improvement  of  the  people.  Respected  and  beloved 
while  here,  their  departure,  whether  to  enter  on  other  fields  of  labor  or  upon 
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ihe  new  life  for  which  they  had  striven  to  prepare  their  flocks,  was  keenly  felt, 
and  the  loss  was  considered  a  public  one ;  for  sectarian  lines  have  rarely  caused 
any  division  in  society  here. 


CHAPTER   VI. 

INDIAN    THREATENING8  —  THE     FRENCH    WAR  —  EXPEDITION    TO    LOUISBUBO-* 

VARIOUS   ENLISTMENTS. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  early  settlers  in  Worcester  were  harassed  by 
the  attacks,  real  or  threatened,  of  their  Indian  neighbors.  King  Philip*s  war 
in  1675-6,  and  ''Queen  Anne's  war,"  from  1704  to  1713,  caused  the  little 
settlements,  twice  founded,  to  be  abandoned.  From  1713  to  the  incorporation 
of  the  town  in  1722,  the  people  were  unmolested ;  but  in  the  latter  year  the 
incursions  of  the  French  from  Canada  stirred  up  many  of  the  Indians  remain- 
ing in  the  State  to  join  their  banner,  and  Worcester  furnished  five  men  for  a 
company  of  scouts,  under  command  of  Major  John  Chandler.  The  name  of 
Chandler  was  for  several  generations  most  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  Worces- 
ter. In  the  autumn  of  the  following  year  seven  men  enlisted,  and  served 
through  the  winter,  five  of  them  being  posted  at  Rutland.  In  the  spring  of 
172t  hostile  Indians  were  seen  lurking  in  the  woods  close  at  hand,  and  the 
selectmen,  in  view  of  the  danger  and  the  isolated  position  of  the  place,  —  the 
nearest  towns  on  the  north  being  Lancaster  and  Rutland,  —  petitioned  Gov. 
Dummer  **so  far  to  commiserate  their  distressed  state  as  to  send  some  soldiers  to 
strengthen  the  front  garrisons  and  to  scout  the  woods.**  Six  weeks  later  Gersbom 
Rico  addressed  a  letter  to  John  Chandler  (then  promoted  to  be  colonel),  laying 
before  him  '*  the  distressed  condition  of  this  poor  place.**  He  represented  that 
his  townsmen  were  constantly  under  surprising  fears  of  an  attack,  though  none 
had  yet  been  made:  '*the  last  night  our  town  was  alarmed  by  (as  one  of  our 
inhabitants  says)  discovering  an  Indian,  so  that  this  day  (Sunday)  we  have 
but  a  thin  meeting,  —  the  more  because  some  dare  not  stay  from  home.    •    •   ^ 

He  continues :  — 

'^We  have  an  expectation  npon  your  honor  to  be  a  father  to  us,  and  we  hope 
the  countr}'  will  not  see  us  stand  here  waiting  to  be  a  prey  to  oar  enemies.  We 
are  informed  that  it  is  objected  against  our  having  assistance,  that  Brookfield,  Ratland 
and  Leicester  defend  us ;  but  let  any  one  consider  that  understands  the  ground.  It 
is  aflirmcd  to  me  by  those  that  should  he  best  able  to  know,  that  it  is  fourteen  miles 
from  Brookfield  to  Rutland,  and  tliat  a  line  drawn  from  BrookOcld  to  Rutland  will  be 
fifteen  miles  off  our  settlement.  As  to  Leicester,  the  people  there  more  need  help  ftom 
OS  than  are  able  to  render  us  any,  as  likewise  do  Shrewsbury  and  Hassanamesit. 
Rutland  and  Brookfield  being  well  garrisoned  and  manned,  what  is  more  common  than 
for  them  (the  enemy)  to  go  a  little  further  for  advantage  in  weaker  spots?    The  late 
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« 

loitttm  at  HatflaM,  ■•  Will  a«  maaj  oChin  09n^ 

IT  wWaumot  be  aapportod  now  about  our  barreiit,  ve  mutt  be  atarrad  out  of 
Inttaad  of  aasiatance,  ve  cannot  bat  lamind  jroor  honor,  ih«t  ve  oav  ham  tm  of  oar 
aoldiera  at  Rutland  la  the  senrloe.  We  are  informed  bj  rnmor,  we  are  aUowad  tm 
adUUere,  fior  whieh  we  are  thankftal;  hot  piaj,  it  be  poeeible,  that  the  nmidierinight  be 
donbled,  and  that  thejr  n^^t  be-eent  ae  ^eedily  as  possible.  I  am  ashsmed  I  detain 
joor  honor  so  long.  I  shall  oonclnde  bgr  wisijing  yoa  all  prosperitjr*  I  am  y ont  Ikmmx^ 
to  eoomaiid,  Obbsbok  RbcbJ"* 

-Althoogfa  these  two  petitions  ^ere  atrenoualy  supported  by  Col.  Chandler, 
the  nqmber  of  similar  demanda  preTenfed  a  prompt  compliance  with  the 
laqneat ;  but,  in  the  month  of  Jtilj,  Col.  Chandler  was  directed  to  impreaa 
twenty  mea  for  frontier  serrice.  A  portion  of  these,  with  detadimenta  flrom 
ofher  regimonta,  —  a  total  force  of  nineteen  men,  acting  aa  independent  gonrda* 
«-«*were  atationed  at  Wotcester,  where  they  remained  nntil  disbanded;  OcC  29, 
17t4.  The  Indians,  who  had  retired  to  Canada  for  the  winter,  made  tlieir 
way  aoothward  again  in  the  following  spring.  April  80, 1725,  the  selectnwm 
again  addreased  GoV.Dunmier,  esqiweasing  thoir  apprehension  that  unlesa  tlMjy 
wweuifforded  some  relief,  ^'the  com  cannot  be  planted,  the  earth  tiUed,  the' 
harresta  gathered  or  food  provided,  and  that  die  settlements  in  the  town  will 
be  entirely  broken-  up,**  and  asking  for  ^  some  sptedy  assistance  of  soldiers,  to 
defend  us  and  acout  tiie  woods."  This  request  was  complied  with  during  the 
ftMowiag  month ;  but,  although  there  were  frequent  alarms,  and  Indiana  wtew 
aeen  prowling  occaaionally  in  the  neighborhood,  no  actual  conflict  took  plaoe, 
and  the  conclusion  of  a  peace  in  the  enauing  .winter  freed  the  inhaUtflUita  fitmii 
fnrtber  fear  of  invasion,  and  allowed  them  to  plant  their  com  and  gather  their ' 
harvests  without  dread. 

In  the  army  of  four  thousand  men  which  the  Massachusetts  Colony  fitted 
out,  undier  Gen.  William  Pepperell,  in  1745,  for  the  conquest  of  Capo  Breton,' 
Worcester  was  represented.  What  was  her  exact  quota  is  not  known ;  bat 
ono  of  bcr  citizens,  Benjamin  Gleason,  fell  before  the  walls  of  Louidburg« 
then  styled'  **  the  Gibraltar  of  North  America,''  and  Adouijab  Rice,  the  first 
native  of  the  town,  served  during  the  campaign  which  resulted  in  the  Burrcn- 
dcr  of  the  stronghold. 

Sept.  23,  1746,  a  town  meeting  here  was  disturbed  by  the  arrival  bf  a 
messenger  sent  by  Gov.  Shirley  to  carry  the  alarm  of  the  French  invasion. 
Before  sunset  the  whole  military  force  was  collected  and  ready  for  the  march, 
which  a  second  messenger  pronounced  unnecessary. 

Eight  scildiers  from  Worcester  formed  part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Masaa- 
chusetts,  at  Williamstown,  then  called  Hoosick,  from  December,  1747,  to 
March,  1748. 

In  the  summer  of  1748  a  company  of  fifty-three  soldiers  from  Worcester, 
under  Major  Daniel  Heywood,  joined  a  force  detailed  to  drive  the  marauding 
Indians  back  to  Canada.  They  returned  after  an  absence  of  seventeen  days, 
during;  which  time  the  red-skins  withdrew  without  venturing  to  give  battle. 
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In  1754  thirteen  Worcester  men  were  in  service  at  forts  on  the  Kennelieo 
Biver. 

In  1755  seventeen  soldiers  from  this  town  were  in  the  British  service  in  tfova 
Scotia,  and  seventeen  at  Fort  Cumberland.  Adonijah  Rice  and  another  took 
part  ih  the  first  expedition  against  Crown  Point  in  August,  and  in  September 
fourteen  so)diers  were  impressed  for  the  arm3\ 

Of  the  .unfortunate  people  of  Acadia  who  were  driven  from  their  homes  by 
New  England  soldiers,  acting  under  royal  command,  in  1755,  eleven  were 
billeted  upon  Worcester,  where  their  distressed  condition,  excited  sympathy, 
and  their  character  and  habits  respects  The  elder  ones  of  thesQ  exiles  died  of 
old  age  and  broken  hearts.  The  survivors  Joined  their  countrymen  in  Canada, 
after  a  sojourn  here  of  about  twelve  years. 

A  goodly  number  of  soldiers  enlisted  here  in  1756,  to  swell  the  army  raised 
to  act  agaii)st  Crown  Point.  Regimental  head-quarters  were  establish^  beret 
the  troops  living  in  tents  which  whitened  the  hillsides.  James  Putnam,  onesof 
the  greatest  lawyers  of  the  day,  afterwards  jittorney-general  of  the  p^rovinde, 
led  the  militia  compauies  of  the  town,  with  other  levies,  westward,  setting  out. 
on  the  30th  of  September.  They  halted:  at  Weslficld  to  be  joined  by  the: 
troops  of  Hampshire ;  but  before  the  latter  were  ready  to  move,  word  came 
that  their  services  would  not  be  needed,  and  they  returned. 

|n  1757  the  appearance  of  a  French  fleet  off  the  coast  at  one  timei  and  tit' 
another  the  siege  of  Fort  William  Henry  kept  the  colonists  continually  in  a - 
state  of  military  preparation.      On  the  fall  of  the   fort  two  companies  of 
Worcester  militia,  —  one  of  fifty-six  men,  under  Col.  John  Chandler,  und 
another  of  fifty-four  men,  under  his  brother  Gardner  Chandler,  — mardied  to 
Sheffield,  in  the  western  part  of  the  province,  to  support  the  regular  troops  in 
resisting  the  French,  should  they,  as  seemed  probable,  invade  the  State.    In 
the  same  campaign  eight  of  our  men  served  in  a  troop  of  cavalry,  under  Lieut. 
Jonathan.  Newhall  of  Leicester,  which  joined  the  regular  army  at  Fort  Edward^ 
and  ten  others  enlisted  and  served  in   the  army.      Altogether,  Worcester' 
furnished  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  in  this  year,  the  largest  number  in  any  ^• 
one  year  prior  to  the  Revolution.    The  militia  who  went  to  Sheffield  were 
soon  dismissed. 

In  1758  Worcester  furnished  twenty 'men  for  duty.    In  1759  twenty-three. 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  served  in  a  company  of  whidi  Danriol  * 
McFarland  was  lieutenant,  and  afterwards  captain,  in  the  campaign  of  Gen. 
William  Amherst;  and  the  whole  number  from  the  town,  doing  military  duty, 
was  forty-three.     In  17G0  the  number  was  seventeen,: twenty-six  in  1761,  and 
only  eight' in  1762,  the  closing  year  of  the  war  which  wrested  from  France  all  . 
her  American  possessions  east  of  the  Mississippi,  except  sotne  fishing  stations 
near  Newfoundland. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

T^E  WAR  OF  THE  RETOLUTIOX  —  POPULAR  DEMAKD8  —  FEMALE  ACTlOSlf  — 
DIFFICUtTT  WITH  COURTS  —  WATCHING  OF  TORIES  —  THE  EXPUNGED  RECX>RD 
—  HU3IILIATION  OP  ROYALISTS  —  THE  ALARM  OP  CONCORD  AND  LEXINGTON  — 
RECEPTION  OF  THE  DECLARATION  —  A  WARM  CELEBRATION  —  CONSTITUTIOX 
RATIFIED  —  REJOICINGS  AT  PEACE. 

Worcester  has  ever  been  loyal  to  the  government  so  long  as  that  govern- 
ment,  by  its  course  of  policy,  has  commanded  her  respect;  but  tho  first 
Qianifcstions  of  injustice  or  tyranny  have  always  met  with  her  indignant  pro- 
test or  her  sturdy  resistance.  When  in  1754  a  bill  was  proposed  in  the 
Colonial  Legislature,  imposing  an  excise  duty  on  wines  and  spirits,  and  con- 
taining the  extraordinary  provision  that  every  householder  should  render  an 
account,  tmder  oath,  of  the  amount  of  such  liquor  used  iu  his  family,  not 
porchased  of  a  licensed  vendor,  and  should  pay  a  duty  thereon,  a  town  meeting 
here  unanimously  resolved  that  it  was  ^  contrary  to  the  mind  of  the  town  "  that 
the  bill  should  become  a  law,  and  John  Chandler,  the  towu's  representative, 
wa^  instructed  to  oppose  it. 

The  famous  "*  Stamp  Act,"  passed  by  the  British  Parliament  March  22,  1765, 
to'take  cffcet  November  1,  excited  the  same  indignation  here  that  it  did  through- 
out the  Colonies,  and  at  a  town  meeting  held  Oct.  21,  Capt.  Ephraim  Doo- 
little,  the  representative,  was  instructed  to  join  in  no  measure  countenancing 
the  act. 

That  the  government  which  they  had  helped  with  their  blood  and  treasure  to 
maintain,  should  be  one  of  equitable  "  laws  aud  not  of  men,"  had  now  become 
a  fixed  idea  with  the  people  of  Worcester.  At  the  town  meeting  in  May,  176G, 
the  representative,  Capt.  Doolittlc,  was  instructed  to  use  the  whole  "of  his 
influence  and  endeavor,  that  uo  person  holding  any  fee  or  military  office,  what- 
ever, 1)0  chosen  into  the  Provincial  Council ;  that  the  General  Court  be  hehl  in 
an  open  manner;  that  a  new  fee-table  be  established,  not  giving  to  any  officer 
except  the  Governor  "more  or  less  than  you  would  l)e  willing  to  do  ihc  same 
sei^vice  for,  yourself";  that  one  man  be  not  invested  with  more  than  one  office 
at  a  time,  except  it  be  compatii)le  with  the  true  interests  of  the  people ;  that 
the  excise  law  ho  repealed  ;  with  other  instructions  breathing  a  similar  spirit. 

At  the  May  meeting  in  1767  the  town  issued  instructions  to  Joshua  Bigelow, 
its  representative-elect,  the  first  two  articles  of  which  were  as  follows :  — 

**1.  That  30a  use  voiir  influence  to  maintain  and  continue  that  barmonv  and  grood 
will  between  Great  Britain  and  tliis  province  [which]  may  be  most  conducive  to  the 
prosperity  of  each,  b}*  a  steady  and  firm  attachment  to  English  liberty  and  the  charter 
rights  of  this  province,  and  [that]  you  willingly  suffer  no  invasions,  either  through 
pretext  of  precedency,  or  any  other  way  whatsoever :  and  if  30U  find  any  encroachmenls 
on  our  charter  rights,  that  you  use  your  utmost  ability- to  obtain  constitutional  rcdiess. 
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**  2.  That  3-0U  use  your  influence  to  obtain  a  law  to  put  an  end  to  that  unchristiaa 
and  impolitic  practice  of  making  slaves  oftbe  human  species  in  this  province;  and  that 
3*ou  give  your  vote  for  none  to  serve  in  his  majesty's  Council,  who,3'ou  may  have  reason 
to  think,  will  use  their  influence  against  such  a  law,  or  that  sustain  any  office  incom- 
patible with  such  trust :  and  in  such  choice,  prefer  such  gentlemea,  and  such  only,  w1k> 
have  distinguished  themselves  in  tlic  defence  of  oi|r  liberty.' 


f» 


Pic  was  also  instructed  to  nso  bis  influenco  to  redtice  the  fec-tnblc  oftbe 
Province;  to  relievo  the  people  from  siistaiuing  so  many  Latin  grammar- 
fchools;  to  inquire  into  the  general  neglect  of  the  militia,,  and  ** endeavor  ft 
redress"  oftbe  grievance,  ^without  which,  wo  apprehend,  in  time  wo  may. be 
made  an  easy  prey  of  by  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain";  to  take  special  caro 
of  the  liberty  of  the  press,  and  endeavor  to  make  tbis  Province  reciprocally 
happy  with  our  mother  country. 

The  lepeal  oftbe  Stamp  Act  bad  been  followed,  in  June,  17G7,  byameasaro 
oven  more  odious,  —  the  act  imposing  duties  on  paper,  glass,  tea  and  other 
commodities  imported  into  the  Colonies.  While  the  majority  of -tbc  people 
were  restive  under  the  harsh  measures  inaugurated  by  the  mother  country, 
many  of  the  more  influential  citizens,  including  the  Chandlers,  Paines,  James  * 
Putnam  and  others  were  loyal  to  tho  British  Government,  and  sustained  its 
measures.  At  a  town  meeting  in  ^larcb,  17CS,  an  attempt  to  endorse  the 
resolves  oftbe  Legislature,  encouraging  domestic  manufactures,  and  dis^ntidingf 
the  people  from  purchasing  the  articles  subject  to  import  duty,  failed,  through^ 
^'parliamentary  tactic3."  But  a  paper  was  soon  after  put  in  ciroulation  and 
geherally  signed,  in  which  the  subscribers  solemnly  promised  and  engaged, 
"tacb  with  the  other,  to  give  all  possible  cnconnigeroent  to  our  own  manufac- 
tures :  to  avoid  paying  the  tax  imposed  by  faid  act,  by  not  buying  any  Eur6« 
pean  commodity,  but  what  is  absolutely  necessary  ;  that  wc  will  not,  at  funerals, 
use  any  gloves  except  those  made  here,  or  purchase  any  articlo  of  moumiug^ 
on  such  occasion,  but  what  shall  be  nlisolntely  necessary';  and  wo  consent  to 
abandon  tho  use,  so  far  as  may  be,  not  only  of  all  tho  articles  mentioned  in  the  < 
Boston  resolves,  but  of  all  foreign  teas,  which  are  clearly  superfluous,  our  owot 
fields  abounding  in  herbs  more  healthful,  and  which  wo  doubt  not,  may,  hy^ 
use,  be  found  agreeable :  we  further  promise  and  engage,  that  wo  will  not 
purchase  any  goods  of  any  persons,  who  preferring  their  own  interest  to  that 
oftbe  public,  shall  impoit  merehaiidize  from  Great  Britain,  until  a  general 
importation  takes  place ;  or  of  any  tiadcr  who  purchases  bis  goods  of  such, 
importer:  and  that  we  will  hold  no  intercourse,  or  connexicm,  or  corrcs[K>Qd«* 
once,  with  any  person  who  bliall  purchase  goods  of  such  importer  or  retailer  ;, 
and  we  will  hold  him  dishonored,  an  enemy  to  the  liberties  of  bis  countiy  and 
infamous,  who  shall  break  this  agreement.'' 

The  patriotic  ladies  oftbe  town  held  the  first  **  woman's  rights*  meeting* 
recorded  in  our  annals,  and  agreed  to  give  up  tho  use  of  tea,  substituting  a 
native  shrub  —  ^  Labrador  tea  "  —  in  its  plaoe.    Tho  royalists,  however,  con- 
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▼cued  anoUier  assetnMy •  which  rcooosidercd  the  adioo  of  the  fenale  patriots ; 
but  public  sentiment  vas  stronger  than  tea«  and  those  who  insisted  oa  iodu]|gin^ 
in  tho  cheering  cup,  did  so  by  btealth  and  in  secret. 

During  tho  fire  years  suececding  176S  stirring  events  took  place  in  Booloo« 
and  in  other  [lorts  of  tho  Colonics.  Worcester  was  nndoobtedly  represented 
at  tho  conrcniion  of  ilclcgates  from  the  diflTcrcnt  towns  whMi  met  in  Boston  on 
Sept.  22,  17C8|,  called  on  account  of  **a.prerailing  apprehension  of  war  with 
Fmncc."  Tho  landing  of  two  reginlcnts^of  troops  at .  Bostoi^  a  few  days  later* 
tho  adjbummcnt  of  the  As^mbly  to  Cambridge,  by  Got.  Bernard,  in  tho 
followio^j^F,  and  tho  ^'Stato  Street  J^fassncre"  in  1770,  helped  ^o^kcep  tho 
public  miiid  inflanlcd. ;  A  towu  mcctii^'was  held  in  March,.  1773,  to  consider 
tho  ** Boston  Pumph1c(,**1n  which  a  largo  committee  of  the  popokr  Jeoders  of 
that  town  had  recited  (ho:  <rricvanc<ts  which 'Xlassaclmsctts^  hdO' suffered  since 

m  '       -  -'.  .»•-  *■» 

the  accession  of  the  reigning  sovereign^  In^accordancc  with  its  suggestions, 
William  Young,  Timothy  Bigclow,  aud  John  Smith  were  chosen  a  **  Commtttco 
of  Corros|>ondeucc,"  to  correspond  with  similar  committees  in  other  towns  in 
the  Province. 

**Tho  American  Political  Society '^  was  formed  Dec.  27,  1773,  to  advise  with 
each  other  on  prui)er  methods  to  bo  pursued  respecting  their  common  rights 
and  lil»crtics,  civil  aud  religious.    Tbirty-ono  respectable  citizens  joined  this 
Siiciety  at  the  outset,  aud  tbo  number  was  afterwards  increased  to  seventy-one. 
Its  proceeding^  were  strictly  secret,  and  much  of  the  business  of  tho  town 
meetings  was  **  cut  ami  dried  **  by  this  society  during  tho  two  and   one-half 
years  of  its  existence*  '  Tbo  term  of  ibo  Sui>cri()r  Court  for  the  county  of 
Worcester  was  to  be  held  in  April,  1774.     Tho  chief  jusUce,  Peter  Oliver,  had 
Ijecn  presented  for  impcacbmcnt  by  the  Assembly,  because  be  bad  confessed 
to  receiving  (be  bounty  of  Ibc  crown,  independently  df  the  gmnts  of  tbc  Genend 
Court.     It  w;i9  believed  tbat  bo  \^ou Id,  be  present  to   bold  tbc  court.     Tho 
openUions  of  the  society  and  its  mystcrioils  ability   to  prognosticate  future 
eTcnts  aro  well  shown  by  its  vote  of  April  4,  17*74  :  -^       «      -    -  . 


*^Tbis  society  will  each  one  beariind  pay  their  equal  part  of  the  fine  and  charges 
that  may  bo  laid  oa  Messrs.  Joshua  I^igclow  and  Timothy  Bigelow,  for  their  refusal  to 
1)0  empannelcd  upon  the  Grand  Jwcv  at  .our  next  Superior  Court  of  Assize,  for  ihe 
county  of  Worcester,  if  tbcy  shall  be  chosen  into  that  oflice,  and  their  refusal  is 
foundetl  upon  the  principle,  that  Ihcy  cannot,  consistcnth'  with  good  conscience  and 
order,  serve,  if  Peter  Oliver,  Esq.,  is  present  on  the  bench  as  chief  justice,  or  judge  of 
said  court,  before  lie  Is  lawfolly  tried  and  acquitted  froni  \hc  high  crimes  and  charges 
for  which  he  now  stands  impeached  by  the  honorable  House  of  Representatives,  and  the 
major  part  of  the  grand  jurors  for  the  ^hole  county  join  them  in  refusing  to  ser%'e  for 
the  reasons  aforesaid." 

By  what  to  tbc  uninitiated  would  appear  a  remarkublo  coincidence,  tho 
Messrs.  Digclow  were  chosen,  and  a  majority  of  tbo  jurors,  to  tbc  number  of 
fifteen,  joined  tbcui  iu  oflcriug  a  paper  at  tbc  opening  of  tbc  Court,  giving 
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their  reasons  in  detail  for  refusing  to  serve.     Fortunately,  Judge  Oliver  failed 
to  appear,  and  so  the  jury  consented  to  serve. 

At  ihc  monthly  mecling  c(  Iho  Political  Society  in  June,  it  was  voted  to 
sign  a  covenant  not  to  purchase  any  English  goods  until  the  port  of  Boston 
was  opened,  and  to  discontinue  intercourse  with  those  declining  to  subscribe. 

In  August,  it  was  voted,  '^that  Nathan  Perry  he  moderator  of  our  next  town 
meeting,  if  he  should  bo  chosen :  in  case  he  should  refuse,  then  Josiah  Pierco 
shall  preside."  The  selectmen  were  directed  f  rthwith  to  examine  the  town's 
stock  of  ammunition,  and  ascertain  its  quality  and  quantity.  A  committco 
was  chosen  to  present  to  the  inhabitants  an  obligation  to  be  completely  armed, 
and  to  enforce  its  execution.  December  5lh,  Joshua  Bigelow  was  instructed 
to  lay  before  the  County  Congress  the  refusal  of  Gardner  Chandler  to  sign  tho 
Solemn  League  and  Covenant.  Sept.  5,  1775,  a  committee,  consisting  of 
Samuel  McCrackcn,  Josiah  Peircc,  David  Bigelow,  Samuel  Woodbum  and 
Nathan  Baldwin,  was  chosen  to  inspect  tho  Tories  going  and  coming  from 
Lancaster  or  any  other  way. 

Many  of  tho  most  active  and  intelligent  members  of  this  patriotic  leagno 
bad  entered  the  army,  and  the  influence  of  the  Loyalists,  or  ** Tories"  bad 
become  very  much  diminished.  For  these  causes  and  on  account  of  some  petty 
dissensions  in  their  own  ranks,  the  society  was  dissolved  in  the  spring  of 
1776. 

At  the  town  meeting  in  March,  1774,  a  resolution  was  adopted,  refusing  to 
buy,  sell,  or  in  any  way  to  be  concerned  with  India  teas  of  any  kind,  until 
the  act  imposing  such  duty  be  repealed ;  and  also  resolving  to  break  oflf  all 
commercial  intercourse  with  those  persons,  in  this  or  any  other  place,  who 
should  act  counter  to  these  resolutions;  and  further  rrsolving  that  ^  we  bare 
an  inditiputable  right,  at  this  time,  and  at  all  times,  boldly  to  assert  our  rights 
and  make  known  our  grievances,  being  sensible  that  the  freedom  of  speocb  and 
security  of  property  always  go  together. ** 

A  protest  against  tho  resolution,  signed  by  twenty-six  Royalists,  is  spread 
upon  the  town  records. 

Joshua  Bigelow,  elected  to  tho  Legislature  in  May  of  this  year,  was 
instructed  not  to  be  intimidated  by  any  acts  of  the  crown ;  to  resist  the  most 
distant  approaches  to  hlavery,  and  also  any  attempt  to  compensato  the  East 
India  Company  for  the  loss  of  its  tea :  to  aim  at  securing  a  strict  union  of  tho 
Colonies  and  the  formation  of  a  general  Congress ;  also  to  endeavor  to  prose* 
cute  the  impeachment  of  Peter  Oliver,  the  obnoxious  judge.  A  most  streDaous 
effort  was  made  by  the  Royalists  to  defeat  the  passage  of  these  instructions  | 
but  they  were  out-voted  by  tho  Patriots,  or  Whigs.  The  former,  persistent, 
sent  a  petition,  signed  by  forty-three  freeholders,  to  tho  selectmen,  asking  for 
another  meeting,  to  reconsider  the  action  of  the  former  one  and  to  examine 
into  the  proceedings  and  conduct  of  **  certain  persons  styling  themselves  the 
Committee  of  Correspondence  for  the  town.**    Tho  meeting,  held  June  80, 
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of  a  TCij  ftanny  utnre ;  but,  after  a  lo^g  dobeito,  a  majuritjr  vatod 
tiUogany  action  upon  the  matton  contained  in  the  petition.  A  prataift 
e^goed  bj  fiftjr«two  inhabitants  -^  nbont  ono-fiAb  uf  the  whole  nnniber  of  vaten 
-^was  preeented  and  reruicd.  Qarlc  Chandler*  E«q.,  the  tovm  elerlc  at  tlujk 
time*  himself  one  of  the  most  lojal  of  all  the  Tories,  entered  a  eopy  uiion  the 
toim  records ;  bnt,  in  aeeonlance  with  a  vote  of  the  town,  pasMd  at  a  mpeCiog; 
rallod  for  the  pnrpose  and  held  on  the  2  Jd  of  An;;uat,  and  by  adj^mmment 
im  the  S4th,  the  oflendiog  clerk  was  compelled  to  obliterate  and  defiieo  with 
litis  pen  the  obnoxioos  record :  an  act  to  which  he  gare  tho-coirjfHfe-^itHa'by 
dipping  Us  Ihigers  in  the  ink  and  drawing  them  across  the  p:^**  Tho  protest 
baa  been  handed  down  to  the  present  time,  however :  for  it  bsd  already  been 
prfaited  m  tho  ^'Boston  Kews  Letter**  and  the  ''Massachnseits  Osaottb."  Tbo 
J-ienment  is  a  sufficiently  cnrions  indication  of  the  views  of  the  cooservativo 
party  of  the  time  to  jnstifjr  its  reproduction  In  full,  as  it  oppcared  tu  prints  — 

**JfiMiri.  Prhaeni-^tt  yen  please  yen  may  givs  the  Mtowing  protestation  of  oa  a 
Ibw  Meads  of  truth,  peace  and  order,  a  place  io  your  popci*:  for  it  Is  bslicrcd  that  wo 
aad  paoy  others  through  tbc  Province,  hare  too  I019  alrcfuly  licld  our  iieace; 

^JLt  amceting of  tbo  inhalntonts of  the  town  of  Worcester,  held  there  on- the  SOth' 
<lay  of  June,  ▲•  D.,  1774,  pursuant  to  an  application  made  to  the  Selectmen  hy  4S 
voters  and  firecliolders  of  tho  tamo  town,  dated  the  20th.  day  -of  May  last,  thetein 
smong  other  things,  declaring  tbeir  Just  apprehensions  of.  tbo  fatal  eonsequenrea'thaS 
n^ij  IbDow  the  i9any.Tiotcos  and  seditious  acUont  that  have  of  late  times  been 'Hone 
and  .perpetrated  in  divers  pbces  within  this  Province ;  tbo  votea  and  proceedings  of 
wUdi  meeting  are  by  us  deemed  irregular  and  arbitrary :  Wbcrefore  wo,  some  of  os 
who  were  petitioners  for  tho  said  meeting,  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  town,  henednto 
subscribing,  thinking  it  our  indispensable  duty,  In  these  times  of  cUscohl  and  confusion 
iu  too  many  of  the  towns  within  this  Province,  to  bear  testimony  in  the  most  o[)en-  and 
unreserved  manner  against  all  riotous,  disonlerl}'  ami  seditions  practicos,  mnst  tbt^rcfore 
now  declare,  that  it  is  with  tho  deei^est  concern  for  public  |)eacc  ani.)  order,  that  we 
iK'hold  so  many,  iihom  wc  useil  to  esteem  sober,  peaceable  mch,  so  far  deceived, 
deluded  ami  lod  astraj*,  bj*  the  artful,  crafty  and  insidious  prnctides  of  somo  evil- 
mhidcjd  and  ill-dis[X)sed  persons,  who,  under  the  disguise  of  patriotism,  am?  falsely 
sty'^in^  themselves  the  friends  of  liberty,  some  of  them  neglecting  their  own  proper 
iMislncss  and  occupation,  in  which  they  ought  to  be  employed  for  tho  support  of  their  . 
fhmilies,  spending  their  time  In  discoursing  of  matters  they  do  not  understand,  raising 
ami  '{[Propagating  falsehoods  and  calumnies  of  those  men  they  bok  up  to  with  envy,  ami 
on  whosts  fall  and  ruin  they  wish  to  rise,  intend  to  reduce  all  things  to  a  state  of  tuoHilt, 
distord 'and  confusion.    And  in  pursuance  of  those  evil  purposes  and  practices,  thoy 
have  Imposed  en  the  understanding  of  some,  corrupted  the  principles  of  olbers,  and 
distracted  tho  minds  of  many,  nho  under  tbo  influence  of  this  delusion,  have  bcca 
tempted  to  act  a  part  that  ma}-  prove,  and  that  has  already  proved,  CKtremclv  iinjudicial 
to  the  Province,  and  as  it  may  be,  fatal  to  themselves ;  bringing  into  real  danger,  and 

*  The  tboroiighness  with  which  tbc  work  of  obliteration  was  cIodc  may  l>o  seen  by  an  inspcctioa 
ef  the  volnnie  at  the  oflico  of  tbc  city  clerk.  A  reduced  fae  sioiUc  of  onu  of  the  jKngcs  in  given  ia 
the  EUstorical  Notes  of  Katlumiel  Paine,  Esq. 
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in  nmny  instances  destroying,  that  liberty  and  property  we  all  hold  sacred,  and  which 
they  vainl}'  and  impiously  boast  of  defending  at  the  expense  of  their  blood  and 
treasure.  .**  • 

'^  And,  as  it  appears  to  us,  that  many  of  this  town  seem  to  be  led  aside  by  strange 
opinions,  and  arc  prevented  coming  to  such  prudent  votes  and  resolutions  as  might  lie 
for  the  general  good  and  advantage  of  this  town  in  particular,  agreeably  to  the  request 
of  the  pelitioncrd  for  this  meeting, — 

**  And  as  the  town  has  refused  to  dismiss  the  persons  styling  themselves  the  Com* 
mittce  of  Correspondence  for  the  town,  and  has  also  refused  so  much  as  to  ball  on 
the'm  to  render  an  account  of  their  past  dark  and  pernicious  proceedings,— 
'  *^  We  therefore,  whose  names  arc  hereunto  subscribed,  do  each  of  us  declare  and 
protest,  it  is  our  firm  opinion,  that  the  Committees  of  Correspondence  in  the  several 
towps  in  this  Province,  being  creiturci  of  modern  invention,  and  constituted  as  ttey 
be,  are  a  legal  grievance,  having  no  legal  foundation,  contrived  by  a  Junto  to  serve  par> 
ticular  designs  and  purposes  of  tiieir  own,  and  that  they,  as  they  have  been  and  are  novr 
managed  iti  this  town,  are  a  nuisance.  And  we  fear,  it  is  in  a  great  measure  owing  to 
the  baneful  influence  of  such  committees,  that  the  teas  of  immense  value,  lately  belong- 
ing to  the  East  India  Compan}*,  were  not  long  since,  scandalously  dcsttoyed  in  Boston, 
and  that  man}'  o'.her  enormous  acts  of  violence  and  oppression  have  been  perpetrated, 
whereby  the  lives  c;f  many  honest  worthy  persons,  have  been  endangered  and  their 
property  destroyed. 

*^lt  is  by  these  committees, also,  that  papers  have  been  latel}*  published,  and  arc 
now  circulating  through  the  Province,  inviting  and  wickedly  tempting  all  persons  ti 
jjia  them,  fully  implying,  if  not  expressly'  denouncing  the  destruction  of  all  Xhai 
refuse  to  subscribe  those  unlawful  combinations,  tending  directly  to  sedition,  dvil  war, 
and  rebellion. 

^*  These  and  all  such  enormities,  we  detest  and  abhor,  and  the  authors  of  them  wo 
esteem  enemies  of  our  King  and  country*,  violators  of  all  law  and  civil  liberty^  Ui^ 
malevolent  disturbers  of  the  peace  of  society,  subverters  of  the  established  constitotioo, 
and  enemies  of  mankind." 

The  names  of  the  signers  were  also  printed. 

At  the  same  town  meeting  n  counter-protest  was  passed  ;  the  signers  of  tho 
first  were  declared  unworthy  of  holding  any  town  office,  or  honor,  lintilfb^y 
should  make  public  satisfaction  for  Ibeir  offcnco ;  tho  thanks  of  the  toivn  wer^ 
given  to  tho  Committee  of  Correspondence;  and  tho  oflending  clerk  was 
exhorted  to  l>c  nioro  circumspect  in  the  duties  of  his  office,  tbiat  the  former 
good  opinion  of  him  might  bo  restored.  Forty-three  of  the  protesters,  oo  a 
hint  fiom  the  Committee  of  Correspondence,  met  on  the  evening  before  the  fir^t 
meeting  and  signed  a  recantsition  of  the  document.  Tho  mimes  of  five  others 
(including  J:imes  Putnam  and  Dr.  William  Paine)  were  mentioned  in  tho 
counter-protest  as  not  having  given  satisfaction,  **tbat  they  might  be  known  in 
future.**  Of  the  remaining  four,  one  afterwards  retracted  bis  signature,  a':d 
it  is  probable  that  the  other  thk-oo  were  non-residents,  and  therefore  superior 
to  the  people's  indignation. 

The  Hon.  Timothy  Paine  (father  (^  Dr.  William)  hod  been  one  of  Ibo  mcMi 
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Ughly  esteemed  citizens  of  the  towo  up  to  this  period.  Besides  other  officers 
of  trust,  which  he  held  from  time  to  (inio,  he  was  for  six  years  clerk  of  courts, 
register  of  probate  and  register  of  deeds  together.  Ho  receired,  in  1774*  a 
commission  as  one  of  the  roaud:imus  councillors  of  the  king,  an  office  which, 
wavering  between  bis  loyalty  to  (he  sovereign  and  hiii  respect  for  the  feelings 
of  the  people,  he  unwillingly  accepted.  A  committee  from  a  large  concourse 
of  inhabitants  of  the  county  who  bad  assembled  at  the  call  of  the  committee  oT 
'Correspondence,  waited  upon  Mr.  Paiue  at  his  residence  and  obttincil  from 
him  a  written  resignation  of  bis  office  us  councillor.  lie  was  then  compelled 
to  go  before  the  people  and  read  his  resignation  with  uncovered  bend.  Many 
of  the  signers  of  the  Loyalist  protest  were  forced  to  imss  through  tho  same 
crowd,  and  listen  to  the  reading  of  their  confession  of  recantation.  Some  of 
the  Royalists,  led  by  this  scene  to  fear  violence  at  tho  hands  of  the  excited 
people,  withdrew  from  the  town  to  Stone-house  Hill  in  the  sonth^westcm  |)9rt 
of  Iloldcn,  carrying  arms  and  provisions,  but  after  a  sojourn  of  two  or  'three 
weeks,  during  which  they  had  remained  unmolested,  they  returned  to  their 
homes. 

The  time  had  now  come  when  the  idea  of  armed  resisfanco  to  the  encroach-- 
ments  of  tho  king's  power  began  sericnisly  to  present  itself  to  the  minds  of 
men.     A  com|niny  of  **  miiiute-nien  "  was  enrolled  by  Capt.  Timothy  Bigclow, 
'  A  imtriotic  blacksmith  and  leading  citizen ;  four  cannon,  bought  by  tbo  town, 
were  secretly  taken  out  of  Boston  and  brouglit  to  AVorcestcr,  and  n  traia  of 
artillery  was  organized  under  Capt.   Edward  Cnifis.      The  justices  of    tho 
Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  who  came  on  the  6(h  of  Soptcmlier  to  hold 
tlie   court,  were  compelled  to  adjonni  at  once,  and  to  make  dcclanitioa   in 
writing  that  they  would  not  attempt  to  exercise  their  authority  in  opposition 
to  the  will  of  the  people.     Worcester  bL*C:nno  one  of  tho  depots  of  provisions 
and  munitions  of  war  established  by  tho  Massachusetts  Coramiltee  of  Safctyl 
*   Wo  have  seen  that  the   town  A\*as  wont,  in  its  early  history*  to  instruct 
lis  leprcsentativcs  as   to   their  conduct.     When  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow  was 
chosen,  Oct.  4,    1774,  a  delcnatc  to  the  Provincial  Conzross  which  was  to 
assemble  at  Coneoi\l,  tho  town  gave  him  a  code  of  instructions,  in  which  occurs 
this  striking  passage  : — 

^' "  If  all  infractions  of  our  rights,  b}'  acts  of  tho  British  Parliament  bo  not  redressed, 
and  wc  restored  to  the  full  cnjayracnt  of  all  oar  privilcgos,  containcl  in  the  charter  of 
this  province,  granted  by  their  late  majesties,  Kin:;  William  and  Queen  Mary  to  a 
punctilio^  before  the  day  of  your  meeting,  then,  and  in  that  case,  yon  arc  to  consider 
the, people  of  this  province  as  absolved,  on  their  part,  from  t!ic  ohligation  tliorein  con- 
tained, and  to  all  intents  and  piuposes  reduced  4.0  a  state  of  nature :  and  yo:i  are  to 
exert  yourself  in  devising  ways  and  means  to  raise  from  the  dissolution  of  tho  old 
constitution,  as  from  the  ashes  of  the  Plienix,  a  new  form,  wherein  all  olliccrs  shall  l)0 
d«»pendcnt  on  the  snfTragcs  of  the  people  for  their  existence  as  such,  whatever  nnfavor- 
able  constructions  our  enemies  may  put  npon  such  procedure.  Tho  exigency  of  our 
public  afloirs  leaves  us  do  other  allernative  from  a  state  of  anarchy  or  slavery." 
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Tliprc  is  little  doubt  that  an  excpcditioq  against  Worccstor  was  contemplated 
by  Gen.  Gage,  like  that  against  Concord,  to  capture  the  military  stores  knoivn 
to  be  collected  here.  The  report  of  two  British  officers  who  visited  the  town 
in  citizen's  dress,  to  examine  the  .  roads  thither  and  make  topographical' 
sketches,  was  found  in  Boston  after  the  hasty  evacuation  of.  that  town. 

On  the  memorablo  19th  of  April,  1775,  (ho  arrival  of  a  messenger* 
riding  a  white  horse,  and  cr3'^ipg,  ''To  arms!  jto  arms!  the  war  has  bogu^  !'• 
— the  pmmpt  ringing  of,  the  church-bells,  and  the  discharge  of  cannon — -sum- 
xnoned  the  citizens  together.  The  "minute-men**  paraded  promptly  upDD 
ihr^  common,  and  after  pniyer  by  Rev.  Thaddeus  Maccarty,  the  pairish  cler- 
gyman, tor)k  up  thqir  line  of  march  under  Capt.  Timothy  Bigelow,  sdvonty-nioe 
men  all  told,— a  force  whom  regular  drill  had  brought  to  a  state  of . discipline 
wliit'h  received  the  commendations  of  the  superior  officers,  who  aftertrardi 
reviewed  them  at  Cambridge,  ant)  of  Gen.  Washington  himself.  Capt.  I}cnj.' 
Flngg,  with  a  companj'  of  thirty-ono  men,  soon  followedr  Receiviog  intelli- 
g:>nce  of  the  retreat  of  the  British,  the  two  companies  marched  to  Cambridge* 
whero  most  of  the  men  enlisted  in  the  army  which  was  at  once  organized, 
Gipt.  Bigelow  becoming  mnJDr  in  the  regiment  of  Col.  Jonathan  Ward,  aad 
fifty-nine  men  enlisting  in  a  company  under  Capt.  Jonas  Ilubbard  in  the  samOi 
regiment.  Four  commissioned  officers  and  one  private  joined  Col.  Crafti^ 
regiment  of  artillery,  and  seventeen  others  enlisted  in  othqr  organizations 
duiini?  the  rear. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence,  now  constituting  a  tribunal  of  almost 
UMlimited  sway,  kei>t  the  Loyalists,  who  did  not  flee  to  Boston  at.  the  opening 
of  the  war,  under  cai*eful  surveillance.  0:i  the  21st  of  April,  the  committco 
summoned  those  remaining  in  tqwn  before  them,  and  took  their  assurances 
that  they  would  not  leave  town  without  permission,  of  the  selectmen.  On  ths 
8tb  of  May  the  committee  repotted  that  William  Campbell,  who  had  broken  hit 
agreement,  should  be  arrested  and  sent  to  Watertown  or  Cambridge,  to  be  dealt ' 
with  as  Congress  or  the  commander-in-chief  should  decide ;  also  that  anoppor* 
tunity  (fhould  be  given  the  other  Royalists,  of  whom  nineteen  were,  mcntioiied 
by  name,  to  redeem  their  character  by  jt|ining  the  American  troops,  orCndipg 
others  to  serve  in  their  stead.  The  opportunity  thus  oflcredwas  not  omliraoed* 
and  accordingly,  some  two  weeks  later,  twenty-nine  persons,  duly  summpned 
by  the  (rheriff,  were  disarmed  and  again  forbidden  to  leave  the  town. 

In  this  month  (May,  1775,)  fifti^^n  British  prisoners*of-war  were  sent  to  bo 
confined  in  the  jail  at  Worcester,  and  other  instalments  came  during  the  year. 
Some  of  these,  allowed  libcKy  under  parole,  were  permitted  to  work  for  the 
citizens,  thus  supplying  the  pinces  of  those  who  were  iu  the  patriot  army.  In 
the  unfortunate  expedition  against  Quebec,  led  by  Col.  Arnold  through  the 
wilds  of  Elaine  and  Canada,  M:ij.  Timothy  Bigelow,  Capt.  Jonas  Hublxird  and 
twelve  soldiers  from  Worcester  took  a  part.  Capt.  Ilubbard  and  Timotbj 
Wesson  perished  from  wounds  received  in  the  attack,  Sergt.  Silas  Wesson  . 
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killed  y  and  Maj.  Bigcluw  and  tbo  rest  were  made  prisoners  and  held  as 
captives  until  Novcaiber  of  the  following  ycur. 

In  January,  1776,  the  town  assumeil,  for  the  time,  the  prerogative  of  a 
State,  by  cleetiug  Samuel  Curtis  and  WiHiaei  Young  to  act  as  justices  of  tbo 
peacpfor  tbo  ]f>re8crvatiou  of  ryfdcr  a&d  thepunistbuicnt  of  crime.  In  tlio  same 
monfh  itBrrty-two^  men  were  drafted  to  nM*nforco  the  army  investing  Boston. 
On  the  23d  of  ^^y«  iu  town  meeting,  it  was  voted  unanimously  that  ''if  the 
Continental  Congress  should  declare  the  American  colonies  independent  of 
Great  BritoJUt  w<)  will^  snppK>rt'  the  measure  with  our  lives  aiid  fortunes."  In 
June  the  {Seneral  QniKt  made  a  requisitiou  upon  tb^  to^  for  fifty-HX  men 
irom  the  alarm  an^trai iiband* lists,  i^kI  early |n  July  augtEef  fofeVVry  twenty- 
fifth  InsSft*  upon  tbo  lists;  £ir  service  in  the  ni^rlbc^'  departmeiuta.  The  bounty 
of  tt^sJIiners  fronvibis  town  was  fixed  *at  nine  pounds,  in  addition  to  tbo 
allowance  from*tbc,-C9Jcuiy..-,    .    ^._  .     .  ^Ir  ..^     >     ^ 

Bnt  Worcester's  red-ictter  day  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  Saturday,  tbo 
13th  of  July,  1776,  when  the  messenger  bearing  a  copy  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  towards  Boston  stopped  to  bait  bis  borscv  and  it  was  read  to  a 
hastily  assembled  throng  by  Isaiah  Thomas,  Esq.,  from  the  west  ponb  of  the 
Old  South  Meeting-House.  It  was  read  again,  in  the  church,  on  tbo  next  day* 
at  the  close  of  service,  and  was  printed,  for  the  first  time  in  New  England,  in 
the  ••  Massachusetts  Spy  '^  •  of  tbe  1 7tb. 

On  tbo  22d  of  tbo  mouth  a  formal  celebration  of  tbe  great  event  was  held, . 
which  is  tbus  reported  by  tbe  **  Spy  **:  — 

^On  Monday  last  a  Dtrmberof  patriotic  gentlemen  Qf  this  towin  aoimatsrl^with  a 
love  of  tbeir  country,  and  t6  show  their  approbation  of  the  mcasiurcs  lately  takctl  j>y  the 
Grand  Council  of  America,  assembled  on  the  Green,  near  the  libcrty^pqjc,^  where,  after 
having  disi>laye(l  the  colars  oC  iUc  thirteen  confederate  colohics  of  ^h^erlca,  the  hells 
were  set  ringing  and  the  drums  a  beating:  After  which,  the  Dcclarat(qp  oC  Indcpentl- 
eoce  of  th"?  pnited  States  was  read  to  a  large  aii(K respectable  body,  anto^g  wbom  were 
the  sclectfeen  and  committee  of  corrc9iX)ndenee,  assembled  on  thj  occasion,  who 
testifl^d  tljpir  approbjatiou  b\'  repeated  huzzas,  firing  of  musketry  and  cafinoi,  bonfires 
and  other  demonstrations  of  joy  ;  Wlrcn  the  arm*  of  that  lyr^t  in  Britain.  George  the 
III.,  of  execrable  memgry,  wliich  in  foctni^r  nmerf decorated,  but  of  fate  disgraced  the 
eourtjiouse To  this  towin,'were  comipitted  to  the  flames  and  consumed  to  ash^s;'^ficr 
which,  a  select  company  of  the  sons'of  freedom,  repaired  to  the  tavern,  Jately  j^nowh  by 
the  sign  of  the  King's  Arm?,  which  odious  signature* of  despotism  was  trtkcH^down  by 
order  of  the  people, ^whidi  was  cheerfully*  complied  wiiU  by  the  imrkceixjr,  where  the 
following  toasts^  were,  dra^nk  ;  ai^d  ,the  evening  spent  with  joy,  oq  the  comfaicucement  of 
the  happ3'  era "  - 

Amon^:  tho  toasts  were  the  followinsc :  — 

*•  George  rejected  and  libert}- protected.     Sore  eye^  to  all  tories,  and  a  chestnut  burr 

•  A  fac-similo  of  this  nnnibor  of  the  "  Spy*'  is  bonnd  iu  with  Mr.  Paiue's  **  Historical  Notes."  In 
tho  same  nnuil>or  Messrs.  Slicpb:T(l  and  iliiut  iDforui  tho  public  that  thu  copartucrship  between 
Ibeni  uud  Dr.  William  T^iiUu  i^i  '*  dcoolvcd.^ 
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for  on  eye  8toDe.  Perpetual  itchiag,  without  the  beneOt  of  scratchiog,  to  the  eoeniies 
of  America.  Mav  the  enemies  of  America  be  laid  at  her  feet.  Mav  the  freedom  aod 
iudependency  of  America  eudure,  till  the  sun  grows  dim  with  age,  and  this  earth  returns 

to  chaos 

*^  The  greatest  decency  and  good  ofder  was  observed,  and  at  a  suitable  time  each 
man  returned  to  his  respective  home/* 

At  a  town  meeting,  held  September  30,  the  town  declined  to  act  upon  the 
proposition  to  form  a  State  government. 

In  the  autumn  and  early  winter  of  this  year,  Worcester  res]M>nded  to  fre- 
quent calls  for  troops.  Besides  those  in  other  or;;auizations,  fifty-four  men 
served  in  Capt.  William  Gates's  company,  in  New  York,  and  twenty-four  in 
Col.  Crafts'  artillery  regiment. 

Early  in  1777  Worcester  answered  a  draft  of  one-seventh,  and  in  August  a 
draft  of  one-sixth  of  its  male  inhabitants  above  the  ago  of  sixteen.  Some  of 
these  marched  through  Dennington  towards  Ticonderoga,  but  were  ordered 
back  to  rc-enforeo  Gen.  Stark,  and  arriving  at  Benuinglou  on  the  day  after  the 
battle,  performed  tbo  duty  of  guarding  tho  British  prisoners.  In  August 
seventy-three  men,  including  Licut.-Col.  Benjamin  Flogg  and  Capt.  David 
Cbadwick,  advanced  to  Iladlcy  on  tho  way  to  Albany,  to  resist  Gea.  But^oyue, 
but,  the  danger  being  over,  returned. 

In  January,  1778,  the  town  voted  unanimously  in  approval  of  the  articles  of 
Confederation  of  tbo  United  States.  In  April  the  State  Constitution  approved 
by  the  General  Court  was  rejected,  receiving  but  eight  votes  in  its  favor  out  of 
fifty-eight.  Tho  act  banishing  forever  such  citizens  as  had  left  the  State  and 
joined  the  enemy  included  tbo  names  of  John  Chandler,*  James  Putnam,  Rufus 
Chandler,  William  Chandler,  Adam  Walker  and  William  Paine,  from  Worcester. 

In  March,  1779,  £2,000  was  assessed  to  support  tho  war,  and  later  in  the 
year  £5,200  was  borrowed  to  pay  bounties.  A  town  meeting  in  August 
endorsed  tho  action  of  a  convention  previously  held  at  Concord  to  consult  on 
measures  for  the  relief  of  tho  people  from  the  distress  exiKsrienced  from  the 
depreciation  of  tho  currency,  the  exorbitant  price  of  necessaries .  and  the 
distrust  of  credit.  Kesolutious  were  passed  condemning  the  '^regrators  in  tho 
public  markets,  forestallers,  engrossers  of  the  produce  of  the  country  and 
higlers,"  pronouncing  them  *' pestilential  mushrooms  of  trade,"  and  declaring 
that  such  persons  should  not  be  admitted  to  take  pail;  in  any  mercantile 
consultation. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Joseph  Allen  and  David  Bigelow*  were  elected  delegates  to 

*  John  Chandler,  like  his  fntber  and  grandfather  of  the  saoM  name,  held  Jndicial  and  manj 
fidaciary  ollices.  Ilo  was  father  of  acTenteen  children,  inclnding  Rufoa  and  WilUmm  above 
named.  Ilu  left  estates,  which  were  confiscated,  valued  at  the  very  larg^o  snm  of  £147,GuU;  yet, 
in  presenting  liis  claim  to  tho  British  commission  appointed  to  mako  (compensation  to  tho  exiles, 
Jio  rctnmed  a  schedule  of  but  £ll,0o7  in  real  and  personal  estate,  and  his  indirect  losses  et  aboat 
£G,GOO  more ;  a  comjiensation  so  exceptionally  moderate  that  he  received  the  name  of  **  the  honetl 
refagoo." 
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tho  convculicm  for  framing  a  Stale  Constitutioo.  Tbis  Cuustitulion  was  ratified 
by  tbc  |>cop!c  of  tho  State  in  the  spring  of  1779,  though  aooie  of  its  articles 
wore  rtjcctcd  by  the  people  of  Worcester.  At  tho  first  election  of  State 
officers,  in  ^ptcmlicr,  Hancock  received  50  votes  for  governor  and  Bowdoia 
SO ;  for  lieutenant-governor,  James  Warren  23  and  Artemas  Ward  28. 

Tho  record  for  the  remaiuiiig  years  of  the  war  is  one  of  frequent  reqaisilioos 
for  soldiers,  blankets  and  supplies,  of  raising  money  for  expenses  and  tKmuties. 
The  wbolo  numlier  of  men  from  the  town  who  were  in  tho  scnrioe,  including 
both  those  in  tho  regular  line  and  those  called  out  for  short  periods  of  duty,  is 
given  by  Lincoln  as  folbiws:  1  colonol,  2  lieutenant-colonels«  2  majors,  7 
eaptiins,  10  lieutenants,  5  ensigns,  20  sergeants  and  3S9  privates. 

The  eight  long  3*ears  which  had  tried  the  souls  of  tho  people,  and  had 
com[Kllcd  them  to  oficr  many  sacrifices  and  to  undergo  countless  privalionsy 
wero  at  last  ended.  On  tho  7th  of  May,  17t^S,  tho  rctuni  of.i>eaco  was  cele- 
brated by  ringing  the  church  bells  and  a  salute  of  thirteen  gtins  at  sunrise  and 
sunset,  a  dinner  at  the  Sun  Tavern,  at  which  thirteen  ** sentimental  toasts* 
werp  given,  o;ich  accompanied  by  a  discharge  of  cannon ;  and  a  ball-  in  the 
evening,  **  where  tho  ladies  made  a  brillbnt  appearance,  and  heartily  joined 
fbeir  expressions  of  joy." 


t« 
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afteh   the    REvoLunox  —  shays'  iNSURREcnox  —  Washington's    visit    nr 

1789 — TOE     WOnCESTER    MILITARY  —  WAR  OF   1812  —  VISIT   OP  LAFAYETTE 
—  THE   WAR   WITH   MEXICO. 

;  DuniNO  the  great  struggle  of  the  Bevolution  tho  mass  of  the  people  had 
stood  together  in  support  uf  the  common  cause ;  but  the  heavy  burdens  which 
that  struggle  had  imposed,  the. relaxation  of  manners  and  morals,  the  decay  of 
tfndo  aud  manufactures,  and  the  fearful  depreciation  of  "the  dollar  of  our 
fathers"  caused  a  restlessness  aud  distress  which  iravc  rise  to  |>opular  clainor 
and  iusurreclion.  Tbe  county  conventions,  held  in  1782,  1784  and  17b6,  to 
give  voice  to  the  comphiiuts  of  tbe  disaffected,  aud  the  armed  uprisin<»'* 
called  ''Shays' Rebellion"  from  the  name  of  its  leader,  have  been  treated  in 
another  pait  of  this  work.*  The  people  of  this  town  gave  but  little  sup|>ort 
to  these  manifestations ;  aud  when  Ihc  insurgents  gathered  to  prevent  tho 
assembling  of  the  courts  iu  December,  178G,  the  two  Worcester  companies  of 
militia,  mmiberrng  one  hundred  and  seventy  men,  under  Capt.  Joel  Howe, 
turned  out,  and  marching  down  Main  Street  from  the  Old  South  to  the  Hancock 
Arms  Tavern  in  Lincoln  Street,  di&lodged  the  insurgent  force  which  had  formed 
across  the  street,  near  the  court-house.     In  January  an  army  of  four  thousand 

•  Vol.  I.,  page  99,  ei  teq. 
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fnHrbumlrcd  men  was  raised  by  tbo  State  to  criisb  tbo  rcbdlion.  For  tbU 
force  Worcester  furiiisbcd  twenty-seven  men  in  Capt.  Joel  Howe's  eompany, 
f irty-lbi*ce  in  Capt.  Wm.  Treadwell's  company  of  artillery,  nineteen  under 
Capt.  Pbinebus  Jones,  and  seven  dragoons.  Only  two  or  tbrec  of  all  our 
townsmen  joined  tbe  forces  of  Sbays. 

Wben  President  Wnsbiugton  passed  tbrougb  tbe  town  in  1789,  on  bis  way 
to  Boston,*  be  was  received  berc  wilb  tbe  same  deserved  testimonials  of  gniti- 
tude  and  respect  whicb  marked  every  stage  of  bis  journey.  Tbe  account  puli^ 
limbed  in  tbe  **  Sjiy  "  says :  — 

*'*'  Information  being  received  on  Thnradnj'  evening  [October  22],  that  bis  i|tgbiie88 
wou}(l  be  in  town  the  nest  morning,  a  nnmber  of  respectable  citizens,  about  forty, 
pafade<i  before  sunrise,  oii  horseback,  and  went  as  far  as  Leicester  line  to  welcome  him, 
and  escorted  him  into  town.  Tlie  Worcester  company  of  artillery,  comnnnded  by  MaJ. 
Tread  well,  vrert  already  assembled;  on  notice  being  given  that  his  lllighncss  was 
approaehing,  Ave  cannon  were  fired,  for  the  five  New  England  States;  tlirOo  f6r  tlio 
three  in  the  nnion ;  one  for  Vermont,  which  will  speedily  be  admitted^  and  one  as  ft 
call  to  Rhode  Island  to  be  ready  before  it  be  too  late.  When  the  President  General 
arrived  in  sight  of  the  meeting-house,  eleven  cannon  were  fired ;  he  viewed  with  attend 
tion  the  at  tiller}'  company  as  he  passed,  and  expressed  to  the  inhabitants  his  sense  of 
the  honor  done  him.  lie  stopped  at  the  United  States  Arms,  and  breakfasted,  and 
then  proceeded  on  his  journey.  To  gratif^^he  inhabitants,  he  iK)1itely  passed  through 
the  town  on  horseback,  dressed  in  a  brown  suit,  and  pleasure  glowed  in  everj'  connto- 
nanee ;  eleven  cannon  were  again  fircd.  The  .^ntlemen  of  the  town  escorted  him  a 
few  miles,  when  they  took  their  leave.' 


M 


During  tbe  preparations  for  national  defence  from  an  anticipated  nttock  by 
tbe  French  in  1798,  a  company  of  sixty,  commanded  by  Capt.  Thomas  Cbap« 
dier,  and  called  tbe  Worcester  Volunteer  Cadet  Infantry,  was  niised,  which 
was  held  ready  to  march  on  the  reception  of  orders^  The  local  comi'ianjr  of. 
artillery  joined  tbe  forces  collected  in  tbo  south  part  of  tbo  county,  but  foi^ 
tunatcly  neither  corps  was  called  into  battle.  Tbe  Worcester  Light  Infantry 
(organized  in  1804  and  still  flouribbiiig)  volunteered  their  services  in  1807  ami 
again  in  1808,  to  march  at  a  moment's  warnings  to  chastise  and  repel  tbo  Brit- 
ish should  they  invade  tbe  counlry.  Tbe  company  of  artillery  under  Captor 
Curtrs,  the  infantry  companies  commanded  by  Capts.  Harrington  and  Jobs*  • 
son,  and  the  cavalry,  Capt.  Goulding,  made  similar  oDers. 

For  tbe  war  of  1812  several  citizens  of  tbo  town  enlisted  and  served  io  tbo 
ormy  and  navy.     Tbo  Light  Infantry,  commanded  by  Capt.  John  W.  Lincbin 

*  Gen.  WashiDgton  left  Philadelphia  Jane  21, 1775,  to  aasamo  command  of  tho  American  army  , 
at  Caiubrid<;e.  At  New  York  he  receiTcd  news  of  the  battle  at  Bnukrr  Illll  and  preMnd  on  with 
speed.  At  Brookflcld  he  was  met  by  a  company  of  horsemc^n  from  Worcester, '  commandcfVby 
Capt.  James  Cbadwick,  irho  escorted  him  hither,  where  lio  motle  a  brief  halk  This  was  July  1^' 
1775.  Mrs.  Washington,  in  her  own  conveyance,  a  coach  and  fonr,  with  black  postillions  in  scarlet 
and  white  liveries,  passeil  throngh  town  early  in  December  of  the  same  year,  going  to  Join  lisf 
husband  in  his  winter  qoartcn. 
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(afterwards  bigb  sherifT)  and  tbo  Worcester  Artillery,  Ca{)t.  Samuel  Graves, 
marched  to  South  Boston  Sept.  14,  1814,  where  they  rcmaioed  m  camp  for  the 
defeoce  of  the  co:isi  until  the  close  of  the  following  oiontb. 

The  Yisit  of  Greu.  Lafayette  to  Worcester,  Sept.  3,  1824,  was  the  oocaaioo 
of  an  enthusiastic  dcmon^st ration  of  ix>pular  favor.  The  armngeoients  were  in 
diargo  of  a  committee  of  citizens  whose  chairman  was  Judge  Lert  LiiiooIq. 
(afterwards  governor) ,  who  entertained  the  General  at  his  own  house*  lie 
was  met  at  West  Boylston  by  a  company  of  cavalry  under  Gipt.  James  Esla- 
brook,  and^  at  the  town  line  by  the  committee  of  arrangements.  At  Clark's 
tavern,  a  mile  or  two  from  the  village,  a  regiment  of  liglit  infantry,  uudcr 
I^ut.  Col.  Ward,  was  added  to  the  escort.  At  tbo  ejitrance  to  Dr.  William 
Painc*s  estate,  on  Lincoln  Street,  an  arch  of  flap^s  was  erected  over  the  street; 
another  ovcr.Coui-t  Hill,  decorated  by  the  ladies  of  the  town.  The  children 
of  the  public  schools  wore  aiTanged  on  each  side  of  Main  Street,  and  Ibrcw 
branches  of  laurel  lieforo  the  carriage  of  Lafayette.  Another  arch  of  flags 
was  erected  on  Main  Street,  near  the  Worcester  Bank.  On  the  arrival  of  the 
pn>cessiou  at  Jndgo  Lincoln's  house,  tbo  judge,  in  behalf  of  the  committee  of 
arrangements,  delivered  an  address  of  welcome,  to  which  the  General  replied. 

The  war  with  Mexico,  in  1845-7,  was  generally  unpopular  in  the  northern 
States.  It  is  not  known  that  any  Worcester  men  went  out  in  the  Massachu- 
setts regiment  of  volunteers  commanded  by  Caleb  Cushing.  The  remuant  of 
the  regiment  passed  through  the  city  on  their  return,  on  a  very  hot  day  ia  the 
summer  of  1847,  and  many  of  our  citizens  gathered  at  the  station  to  gazeupoa 
and  to  commiserate  their  sorry  plight. 


CHAPTER  IX.* 

THE   GRETAT  REBELLION  —  MOVEMEXTS   IX   WORCESTER THE   SEVERAL   ORG  AX— 

IZATIOXS RECEPtlOX    OF     RETCRXED     REGIMENTS  —  THE     WAR     YEARS     AT 

HOME RELIEF     COMMITTEES  —  LADIES*     WORK  —  DRAFT     OF     RECRUITS  

UXIOX    LEAGUE — HOSPITAL    EXTERPRISE  —  NEWS   OF   DEATH    OF   LINCOLN 

CELEBRATIOX,    JULY   4,    18G5 — THE   SOLDIERS'  MOXUMENT   DEDICATED. 

In  a  republic  every  intelligent  man  is  a  patriot.  Where- the  most  wide- 
spread intelligence  prevails,  the  dcepcbt  interest  is  taken  in  the  aflairs  of  stiitc. 
As  Worcester  rallied  to  protect  the  Colonies  against  the  French  and  ludian 
invasions,  and  again  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the  mother  country,  when  it  had 
become  too  galling  to  be  borne,  so  she  rallied  again,  in  these  latter  days,  to 
crush  the  jrisranlic  rebellion  which  arose  in  the  South. 

Although  the  outbreak  of  hostilities,  —  the  attack  on  Fort  Sumter  April    12. 


*  Mucli  of  the  iiiformatioQ  iu  this  cLapter  wub  derived  £rum  Rev.  A.  P.  Alarvin'«  **  Worcester  ia. 
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18t51,  —  ctxmo  14)011  the  people  of  Iho  Norlh  like  a  thuncler-cliip,  the  rebellion 
itself  was  not  wliolly  iincxpcctccl.  Tlie  two  local  companies  (»f  militia  —  thd" 
City  Guards,  Co.  A  of  the  Third  Battalion  of  RiHes,  and  tlirf' Worcester  Light 
Infantry,  Co.  B  of  the  Third  Battalion  of  Infantry  —  bad  been  for  eouie  time 
drilling  and  recruiting  their  ranks.  On  the  evening  of  the  sixteenth  n  crowded 
meeting  of  citizens,  the  first  of  a  scries  6f  spirited  public  gatherings  which  took 
p!aco  during  the  war,  was  held  at  the  city  hall,' the  mayor;  lion.  Isaac  Davisi 
presiding.  Spirited  and  patriotic  addresses  were  made  by  men  of  both  politi- 
cal  parties,  and  it  was  voted  to  ask  the  city  council  to  appropriate  $1,000  in 
aid  of  the  families  of  such  troops  as  should  be  called  into  the  service,  ancl  to 
provide  uniforms  and  supplies  for  such  as  should  need  them.  On  the  same 
evening  the  Light  Infantry  received  orders,  attaching  them  as  a  flank  company 
to  the  Sixth  Regiment,  and  directing  them  to  proceed  at  onct)  to  Boston.  They  ' 
left  on  the  next  forenoon,  under  command  of  Harrison  W.  Pratt.  George  W. 
Pronty  was  1st  Lieut ;  J.  Waldo  Denny,  acting  2d  Lieut. ;  Thomas  S.  Wash- 
burn, John  A.  Lovell,  J.  Stewart  Brown,  Charles  II.  Stratton  and'  James  A. 
Taylor,  Sergts. ;  and  Joel  II.  Prouty,  B.  P.  Stowell,  Edward  S.  Stone  and 
Wm.  II.  Ilobbs,  Corpls.  Thtre  vrovo  eighty-five  privates.  The  regiment' left 
B.ibton  on  the  17th,  passing  through  Worcester  in  the  evening,  and  gree(ed  nt 
every  station  with  the  firing  of  cannon,  the  ringing  of  church  bells,  illumina- 
tions and  cheers.  On  Friday,  the  ISKh,  it  marched  through  Baltimore,  where  .. 
it  met  with  a  bloody  reception  from  the  rowdy  element  of  that  city,  and  was' 
the  first  armed  regiment  to  reach  the  capital.  There  they  were  quartered  in' 
the  Senate  Chamber,  which  was  their  headquarters  for  about  two  weeks,  when 
they  went  into  camp  at  Elk  Ridge  Landing,  near  the  Relay  House,  occupying 
the  heights  which  command  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  its  Washing* 
ton  bi-anch.  On  the  ISth  of  May  they  were  transferred  to  Federal  Hill,  in 
Baltimore;  but  the  Light  Infimtiiy  were  subsequently  assigned  to  special  duty 
at  the  Relay  House  again.  On  the  4th  of  Jufy*the  regiment  received  a  hand- 
some silk  banner  from  ^thc  loyal  citizens  of  Baltimore.'*  T)uring  t^eir  serviop 
they  were  constantly  engaged  in  important  duty,  keeping  open  the  lino  of 
communicxition  with  the  capital,  seizing  contraband  goods  and  keeping  dowp. 
the  rebel  clement.  On  the  29th  of  July,  eight  days  after  their  term  of  sorvice 
had  expired,  the  regiment  broke  camp  and  started  for  Massachusetts.  .The 
Infantry  went  to  Boston,  where  they  were  mustered  out,  and  thence  to  Lowell, 
the  headquarters  of  the  regiment,  and  reached  Worcester  late  on  the  night  of 
the  2d  of  August.  Tl>o  next  morning  they  were  ti-catcd  to  n  generous  break-  * 
fast  at  Horticultural  Hall,  after  which  they  were  reviewed  upon  the  Gommon  by 
Alayor  Davis  and  ex-Gor.  Lincoln,  and,  after  giving  an  exhibition  skinkiish-  '  ^ 
drill,  were  dismissed  to  their  homes. 

The  3d  Battalion  of  Rifles  elected  Charles  Devens,  Jr. ,  as  their  major  00 
the  evening  of  April  15.  Tho  Emmett  Guards  were  a  military  association  of 
citizens  of  Iribh  parentage  or  nativity,  and  on  tho  18th  they  received  a  chariti 
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constituting  tbcro  a  part  of  the  regular  militia,  as  Co.  C  of  the  Sil  Bntfalion. 
Tbo  liattilion  now  comprised  tbrco  full  companies,  with  Co.  B  of  Uoldea ;  awl 
a  com|Kiny  froiu  B«>9ton,  under  Capt.  Dtnld,  was  added  as  Co.  D.  Its  offioors 
were :  Major,  Cbarles  Doveus,  Jr. ;  Adjutant,  John  M.  Goodhue ;  Qoartciv 
m;istcr,  James  E.  Estahrook ;  Surgeon,  Oramel  Marliri ;  (2uartormaster-Sei^gt«« 
Oc<irgo  T.  White ;  Sergeant- .M:ijor,  Nathaniel*  S.  Li^<^mb.  Officcrs-of  Co.  A : 
Capt.,  A.  B.  It.  Sprague;  Lieuts.,  Josiah  Pickett,  George  C.^  Joslid;  Orsoo 
Moultoii,  E.  A.  IIaikHc«s;  Sei^ts.,  Elbridgo  0.  Watkins,  Walter  lS.  Bogbee« 
George  Ar  Johnson,  Charles  A.  Ward ;  Gorpls.,*  Jas.  M.  [lervcy^  ^oraoo  W. 
Poolt^  Calria N.  ILirriugtiin,  Geoi^e  Burr;  Musicians, 'Wm.tlL  HeywocMl, 
Jas.  Stewart.  Edvard  Dtvens,  of  Wor!;:est<M',  went  as  3d  Lteu(^  of  Co.  B, 
and  Katliau^:  CoUum  as  Sergt,  Officers  t>r Co. 'Cr  Capt.^licbacl  McCon- 
▼ille;  Licuts.,  MiehnrcV  O'Dri^eoil,  M.  J.  M&Cilfcrty,  Thomas  O^eill,  Morris 
Melayen ;  Scrgto«,  William  jQcdoy ,  Pa(riek  Qurran, J?atrick.ILi3'cs«  J^Lirtin  Hayes ; 
Corpls.,  Nicholas  Powers,  Thos^  Fiiin,  Jas.  Doberty,  J.  J.  CGormau.  Ten 
privates  in  Co.  B  were  fnim  Worcester ;  Co.  A  had  G3  privates,  and  Co.  C  C4. 

The  3d  Biittdion*. folio  wed  close  upon  the  Light  Infantry.     On  the  afternoon 
of  Saturday,  April  20,  escorted  by  the  past  members  of  the  City  Guards  and 
Light  Infantry,  they  marched  to  Mechanics*  ILill,  where  Mayor  Davis  bade 
them  God-si>eed,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alonzo  Ilill  odTcred  a  prayer,  and  IHIijor  Dcvcns 
made  an  appropriate  address.     The  cars  bore  them  si>eedily  to  New  York, 
where  on  the. following  evening  thoy  embarked  on  the  steamer  ''Ariel,'*  which 
took  them  to  Annapolis,  where  they  did  guart^uty  over  the  groun:1s  of  tho 
Naval  ScbObl;.    On  the  seccmd  of  May  thcj'  went  by  water  to  Fort  McIIcniy, 
in  BaUimoVid  harbor,  which  was  their  headquarters  until  July  30.     Duriiiq  their 
stay  they  wfjrc  cngngcd  in  fatigue  duty  and  on  special  expeditions  of  iinpor- 
tuice,  anO,  like  the  Sixth  Rej^iment,  were  all  tho  time,   by  their  presence, 
kcepiijg  down  any  uptf sing  of  the  rebels,  and  maintaining  open  communiiatioa 
iKJtweeu  tl^  capital  an^Vtlic  Xorlh.    •Tho^bat(:]^iQn  jcachcd.A\OT«estcr  qu  tho 
morning  of  Aug.  2,  having  over.staid  its  Viiuc  by  Siiecial*  request  of  Gciif.  Di.^. 
Major  I?)c\'<^i3  had  left  t^etn  on  tbc  15th  of  July,  to  take  comnjapd  of  the  15th 
Regt.,  and  Uio.iiattalion.canic  horno'uiKlpr; command  of  Capt-.  Spragiic.      They 
were  received  \x\{]\  lidirty  enlhiisiasm.     A  mflilary  Escort,  consi>tiu^of  the 
veteran  mcifibers  oHhc  Qi'y  Gntirds,. Light-Infantry  and  Einraett  GnnrJis  and 
sevcrirTcompa flics  of  the  loth  and  2Vst  Rcgts.,  which  were  formings  here,  tho 
whole  commanded  by  Lieut.  Cpl./^Vard,  of  tho  15th,  led  them  to  tiio  City  Ilall 
for  breakfast.     A  street  |xii*ado  followed,  ondAhontho  battalion,  drawn  up  on 
the  common,  was  wclconietl  home  by  Mayor  Davis,  in  behalf  of  the  people. 
Acting-M:ijor   Spraguc  made  a  fitting  response,    and  read    a  farewell    letter 
from  the  late  commander,  whotvas  prevented  by  other  duty  from  being  present. 
Tho  battalion  was  mustered  out  of  service  on  tho  following  day. 

Large  numbers  of  the  ** three  mouths'  men**  enlisted  again,  some  of  them 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
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A  camp  of  instruction  was  laid  out  early  in  June,  ISHl,  upon  tbc  Brooks 
farm  at  South  Worcester,  under  direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  Gccirgc  H.  Ward,  of 
the  State  Militia.  It  was  called  Camp  Scott,  in  honor  of  the  genenil  com- 
manding the  army  of  the  United  States. 

The  15th  Regt.  of  Massachusetts  Vohinteers  (enlisted  **  for  three  years  or 
for  the  war")  took  possession  of  Camp  Scott  on  the  28th  of  Juno.  Gov. 
Andrew  and  staff  visited  the  camp  (which  continued  in  charge  of  Gen.  Ward) 
on  the  12th  of  July,  and  the  oath  of  allegiance  was  administered  to  tho 
regiment.  On  the  26;h  Major  Devens  was  duly  qualified  as  Colonel,  Gen. 
Ward  as  Lieut.  Colonel,  and  Capt.  John  W.  Kiriiball  as  j\Iajor.  On  the  7th 
of  August  the  ladies  of  the  city,  by  the  hands  of  Hon.  George  F.  Ilo.nr,  gave 
the  regiment  a  flag.  The  regiment,  numbering  1,046  men,  left  tho  city  on  tho 
following  day,  by  way  of  Norwich,  for  the  scat  of  war.  Besides  the  colonel  anci 
lieutenant-colonel,  the  following  officers  were  from  Worcester:  Quartermastefi 
Church  Howe;  .Surgeon,  Joseph  N.  Bates;  Assistant-Surgeon,  S.  Foster 
Haven,  Jr.;  Quartermaster- Sergeant,  Wm.  R.  Steele;  Band-Master,  N.  P. 
Goddard ;  Hospital  Steward,  Henry  Decring.  Of  tho  line,  Co.  D  from  Wor- 
cester was  commanded  by  John  M.  Studley,  with  Edwin  P.  Woodward  and 
John  Wm.  Grout  as  Lieutenants.  Capt.  George  C.  Joslin,  of  Worcester, 
commanded  Co.  I  of  Webster,  and  Amos  Bartlett  was  2  J  Lieut.  Tho  regi- 
ment reached  Washington  on  tho  10th  of  August,  and  campcl  for  two  wocks 
at  Meridion  Hill.  They  then  moved  to  the  vicinity  of  Poolsvillc,  Md.,  wbero 
they  ivcre  occupied  in  picketing  the  Potomnc  River,  until  the  disastrous  battio 
of  Balls  Bluff,  which  occurred  on  Monday,  Oct.  21st. 

In  thi:j  engagement  tho  gallant  Fifteenth  took  six  hundred  and  twentj"-fivo 
men  into  battle,  and  came  out  with  only  three  hundred  and  eleven  left  Gt  for 
duty.  Of  the  Worcester  men,  Lieut  Grout  was  killed,  Lieut.  Col.  Ward  was 
wotmded  in  the  leg,  requiring  amputation,  and  Capt.  Studley  was  taken 
prisoner.  Tho  regiment  remained  at  Poolsville,  after  the  bittle,  until  the  2l8t 
of  February,  18G2.  Afur  spending  a  month  at  Harper's  Ferry  and  in  tho 
Shenandoah  Valley,  they  were  sent  to  Washington,  from  whence  they  went  to 
Hampton,  Va.,  and  were  soon  after  engaged  in  the  biege  of  Yorktown,  lK4og 
one  of  tho  first  regiments  tci  enter  the  fortifications.  During  tho  siego,  CoK 
Pevens  took  his  leave,  having  been  promoted  to  be  brig.ndier-genenil.  Tho 
regiment  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  tho  battio  of  Fair  Oaks,  May  31,  losing 
five  killed  and  seven  wounded.  Beturning  in  August  to  the  Potomac  Valley, 
it  was  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Antietiim,  into  which  it  entered  with  six  hundred 
and  six  men,  and  out  of  whirh  it^camo  with  but  two  hundred  and  sixty-tbrco. 
Among  those  who  received  their  death-wounds  in  this  cng:igemcnt  was  Lieut. 
Thomas  J.  Spurr.  Tho  regiment  spent  the  winter  at  Falmouth,  Va.,  and  wot 
engaged  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  in  which  their  l)eloved  sttrgeon,  S. 
Foster  Haven,  Jr.,  fell.  It  liorc  a  conspicuous  part  in  tho  grotii  battio  of  Gettys- 
burgt  in  the  first  week  of  July,  18C3.    At  tho  last-named  placo  it  wont  into 
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tho  6gbt  with  eighteen  offioers  ami  two  handred  and  twcnty*ooo  ettlisted  men,  mod 
doriiig  the  time  day*'  action,  loak  throe  officen  killed  and  eig^t  wonnded^  titid 
aipelccn  cnliated  men  killed  ami  etghty-flre  woonded.    Tbo  brave  CeU  Wnd; 
who  liad  rcsunicd  eomniand  .fire  montha  befure,  and  waa  now  acting  brigadier-  ^ 
geneml,  loat  hia  life  in  thb  battle.    The  remnant  of  the  regiment  followed  the 
retreating  reliels  into  .Virginia,  and  apent  the  remainder  of  the  year  in  marchea# 
akiirmiahea,  and  |){cket  duty.    One  hnndrpd  and  fifteen  drafted  rccruita  Joined 
the  riuika  in  Auguat,    The  regiment  went  into  winter  qnartcra  in'  Devembcr, 
18<i8f  near  jStcTenalnirg,  Va.    By  the  addition  of  raw  reemita  during  tho 
wintfT  and  apring;  and  the  ro-enliatment  of  old  membera,  the  atrength  of  tho 
Fifte«*nth  waa  brought  up  to  -about  three  hundred  officcra  aM  metf  in  May; 
18G4.    Theao  went  into  tho  battlea  of  the  Wildemesa,  in  which  thercgiment 
loat  almut  one-half  of  ita  number,  cither  killed  or  wounded.    June  22,  tho 
regiment,  numlierii^  five  offioera  and  about  aerenty  men,  met  the  enemy  beforo 
reteralNirg,  and  fuur  officQra  and  aixty-fire  men  were  taken  prisoners.     Tho- 
term  of  tho  regiment  as  a  liody  had  expired.    One  company,  which  had  a  few    * 
week0  to  aenre,  and  those  who  had  re-)Hilistcd,  were  transferred  to'  the' 
Twentieth  Regiments     The  remainder  rotumcd  to  Worcester,  where  they  « • 
arrived .  July  SI,  and  on  the  following  day  were  greeted  with  a  moat  hearty 
reeepdon,  in  which  Got..  Andrew  and  his  staff,  tho  Independent  CSorpa  of 
Cadets,  tho  Gty  Government,  the  Eire  Department,  tho  State  Guard  and  other    • 
oiganixationa  took  part.  • 

The  camp  of  tbo  Twenty-First  Bcgiment  was  formed  on  the  grounds  of    ' 
the  Agricultural    Society,-  July  10,   18GI,  and  was    placed    in  chaige   of    = 
Mfljcjr  Gen.  Augustus  Morse,  of  the  State  militia,  who  was  appointed  colonel 
of  tho  regiment.     **In  honor  of  the  Prcsideut  of  tbo  United   States,   tbo 
distinguli^Iicd  historical  position  of  tho  name  of  Lincoln,  and  especially   in 
hoiu^r  cif   our    vcncrablp    patriot   and  worthy    fcllow-citizcn,    cx-Goycrn6r 
Lincoln,*'  tb.o  c*amn  was  designated  as  Camp  Lincolu.     Five  weeks  later,  Aug. 
:?3,  a  licaiitifiil  flag,  Ibo  gift  of  Worcester  ladies,  was  entrusted  to  the  regiment 
by  Hon.  Alexander  II.  Bullock,  in  a  stirring  speech.     George  F.  Thuropsou 
of  Woir^csicr,  was  quartermaster  of  the  regiment,  and  W.  Ilonry  Valentino, 
8cp:caiit-n;nj*»r.     Gimpany  F  was  tho  only  Worccc^tcr  company.     Its  ofliccra 
wore,  li.  I'Vank  Uc^gcrs,  captain,  and  Charles  K.  Stoddard  and  Samuel  O.  ' 
Lafori-cst,  lientonaiits..  .  Thomas  S.  Washburn  was  captain*  of  company  '^K  "    • 
Tbo  rcprirocnt  i-eachcd  Baltimore  Aug.  25,  and  Annapolis  on  tho  SOth.     Jan\  G, 
]trC2,  it  emimrked  upon  tho  Burnsido  expedition  to  North  Carolina,  and  bore 
a  hriliiant  purt  in  tbo  lyittlo  of  Rounoko  Island,  where  its  loss  in  killed  nnd 
wiinndrd  was  firty^seven.     It  lost  tho  same  number  atNewl>crn,  on  tho  14th 
of  March.     At  Camden,  in  April,  it  lost  one  man  killed  and  fourteen  wounded. 
In  August  it  wai  ivitb  tiio  Ninth  Army  Coqis  on  tbo  Rapidan.     It  took  part  in 
tho  second  Imtllc  of  Bull  Run,  and  at  Cbantilly  met  with  a  very  heavy  loss.     ' 
At  South  Mountain,  at  Antietam  and  at  Fredericksburg  it  fought  with  credit 
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and  with  very  heavy  loss.  At  the  end  of  the  year  it  went  into  camp  at 
Falmouth,  Vu.,  having  lost  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  by  death,  besides  tbode 
ivbo  had  been  discharged  for  wounds  or  disability,  or  who  had  been  taken 
pusouers.  The  j'ear  18G3  was  spent  in  Kentucky  and  Tennesdc,  in  marching, 
watching,  starving  and  fighting.  Ilalf-barefooted,  half-clothed  and  half-starved, 
for  much  pf  the  time,  they  uphold  the  fame  of  their  State  by  their  bravery  and 
good  discipline.  ^  In  the  woods  of  Tennessee  (says  the  report  of  the  Adjiitant-' 
General  of  Massachusetts),  on  the  29lh  of  December,  the  proposal  was  made 
to  tjbe  regiment  to  re-enlist  for  a  new  term  of  three  years,  and  in  thirty-six 
hours  all  l>ut  twenty-four  had  re-enlisted.^  Furloughed  rn  January,  1864,  the 
regiment  returned  to  Worcester,  where  it  had  a  brilliant  reception  Feb.  1.  It' 
returned  to  Annapolis  to  join  the  Niiith  Corps,  and  fronii  that  time  it  expe- 
rienced heavy  fighting  in  the  Wilderness,  at  Spottsylvania  and  at  Petersburg. 
On  the  18th  of  August  it  was  ordered  that  the  re-cnirsted  members  of  the 
regiment  should  be  consolidated  with  the  Thirty-Sixth,  and  the  rest  returned 
home.  Its  total  losses  had  been  eleven  commissioned  officers  aild  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men  killed,  twenty-four  officers  and  three  hundred  and  eighty-threo 
men  wounded,  and  seventy-eight  missing. 

The  Twenty-Fifth  regiment  was  emphatically  a  Worcester  County  oi^anisa- 
tion.  Seven  companies '  were  from  Worcester,  and  one  each  from  Milford, 
Fitchburg.and  Tomplcton.  It  was  organized  at  Camp  Lincoln  in  September 
and  October,  and  left  for  the  field  Oct.  31.  Many  members  of  the  Light 
infantry  and  the  Third  Datlalion  bore  commissions,  or  marched  in  ihe  ranks  of 
Ihis  regiment.  Edwin  Upton  of  Fitchburg  was  colonel,  and  the  field,  staff  and 
line  officers  from  Worcester  were :  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague,  lieut.-colonel ;  M. 
J.  McCaficrty,  major ;  Elijah  A.  Ilarkness,  adjutant ;  J.  Marcus  Rice,  surgeon ; 
Horace  James,  chaplain;  Charles  II.  Davis,  sergeant-major;  E.  G.  Watkins, 
commissary-sergeant ;  Samuel  Flagg,  hospital-steward  :  captains,  Josiah  Pickett^ 
A;  Cornelius  G.  Atwood,  C;  Albert  II.  Foster,  D;  Thomas  O'Neill,  E; 
Louis  Wagcley,  G;  Orson  Moulton,  H;  J.  Walilo  Denny,  K;  lieutenants, 
Francis  E.  Goodwin  and  Merritt  B.  Besscy,  A;  James 'Tucker  and  Merrick 
F.  Prouty,  C ;  Geo.  S.  Campbell  and  Geo.  II.  Spaulding,  D ;  Wm  Daley 
and  Henry  McConville,  E ;  Henry  W,  Richter  and  Fred  A.  Wiegand,  G ; 
David  M.  Woodward  and  Nathaniel  II.  Foster,  II ;  Samuel  Harrington  and 
James  M.  Drennan,  K.  Company  E  w*as  made  up  of  Iris!)  citizens,  and'com- 
pany  G,  of  Germans.  Many  of  the  officers  received  gifts  of  horses  and  equip- 
ments from  their  friends  and  associates.  A  flag  was  given  to  the  regiment  by 
the  ladies  of  Worcester,  through  William  S.  Davis,  Esq.  The  regiment 
reached  Annapolis  Nov.  3,  and  on  Jan.  7,  18C2,  embarked  with  the  Bumsido 
expedition  for  North  Carolina,  and  bore  a  prominent  part  in  tbo  battle  of 
Boanoke  Island,  where  its  loss  was. six  killed  and  fort^M wo  wounded.  At 
Newbem  the  regiment  was  in  the  front,  and  some  rebel  flags,  captured  by 
company  E,  were  sent  back  to  Worcester  by  Major  IS^IcCafferty  (who  was 
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boDorabljr  di^cbarged),  and  gireu  to  the  Public  Library.  The  Iciss  of  men  in 
tbis  engagement  wa«  miraculously  small,  being  but  four  killed  and  stxteea 
wounded.  During  the  reason,  Lieut.  CoU  Sprague  was  promoted  to  be  colonel 
of  the  Fifty-Firi^ty  and  Col.  Upton  resigned  on  account  of  bis  bcalth*  promot- 
ing Mojor  Pickett  to  the  office  of  co!oncL  Various  expeditions  and  skimiishes 
occupied  tbo  time  until  the  winter,  which  was  passed  at  Newbern.  The  i»am« 
'met  of  18G3  saw  them  similarly  occupied,  always  brave  and  always  a  credit  to 
their  State  and  their  homes.  Dec.  14,  the  regiment,  which  had  gone  to 
Fortress  Monroe  six  weeks  liefore,  to  join  a  projected  but  abandoned  move* 
ment»  weiit  into  camp  at  Newport  News.  While  there  two-thirds  of  tbo  regi- 
ment re-enlisted,  and  were  allowed  to  go  home  on  furlough.  Here  they 
tcceived  a  generous  welcome. 

The  remainder  took  part  in  Gen.  Butler's  un.^uccessful  expedition  agniost 
Bichmond  and  returned  to  Newport  News,  where  they  were  joined  in  the  last 
week  of  March  (1861)  by  their  comrades  returned  from  furlough.  In  April, 
the'  regiment  was  sent  to  North  Girolina,  but  returned  at  once  to  Gcttys! 
Station,  Va.,  and  was  attached  to  ILickman^s  brigade.  An  engagement  at 
Port  Walthall  Station,  in  which  the  regiment  lost  3  killed  and  14  wounded, 
waA  followed  by  the  buttle  of  Arruwiicid  Church,  in  which  the  loss  was  1 
officer  and  11  iben  killed  and  2  c»iSccrs  and  47  men  wounded.  In  this  action 
the  23d,  25th  and  27th  iVLissachusetts  regiments  were  pitted  agsiinst  the  23d^ 
25th  and  27th  regiments  of  South  Caroliua,  and  whipiKd  them  handsomely. 
A  few  days  later,  at  Drury's  DIuflT.  a  lung  and  spirited  contest  took  placrc,  in 
which  the  regiment  lost  11  killed,  1  officer  and  52  men  wounded,  and  73 
missing.  At  Cold  Harbor  the  legimeut  bad  4  officers  and  23  men  killed,  11 
officers  and  128  men  wounded,  and  2  officers  and  47  men  missing.  Col. 
Pickett  and  M;ij()r  Atwood  were  wouiidcJ,  Lieut.  Col.  Moulton  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  adjutant  Henry  McConvillc  was  wounded  mortally.  Tbo  bnive 
Capt.  O'Neill  fell,  asking,  as  ho  died,  to  have  "bis  face  turned  towards  the 
enemy."  At  Point  of  Rocks,  Co.  A,  under  command  of  Orderly  Sergeant 
Samuel  II.  Putnam,  captured  two  12-pound  Napoleon  guns  with  caissons. 
One  man  was  killed  in  the  rerriracnt,  and  1  officer  and  17  men  were  wounded. 
During  the  next  five  weeks  tbo  regiment  was  constantly  under  fire,  and  suf- 
fered heavy  loss.  But  the  10th  of  September  saw  the  remnant  of  the 
regiment  back  at  Newbern,  and  on  the  20th  of  October,  the  portion  whoso 
term  of  service  had  expired,  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Worcester.  The 
remainder  were  consolidated  into  a  battalion  of  four  companies  under  Capt. 
James  Tucker,  which  was  engaged  in  picket  duty  and  active  service  in  North 
Carolina,  uiltil  July  13,  18G5,  when  it  was  ordered  home.  "Its  colors  were 
never  yielded  to  the  enemy." 

The  Thirty-Fourth  Regiment*  was  authorized  by  general  orders  dated  May 
29;  1862^     June  3,  **  Camp  Wool  "  was  opened  on  the  Fair  Grounds  by  Lieut. 

*  See  History  of  the  Thirty-Fourth  Begimeut,  by  Wm.  S.  Lincoln.      '     ;      ^ 
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Col.  William  S.  Lincoln.  July  11,  a  flag  was  given  the  regiment  by  tbp,  ladies 
of  the  city,  in  a  speech  by  Col.  Alexander  H.  Bullock.  On  the  15lb  of  August 
the  regiment,  1,015  strong,  commanded  by  Col.  George  D.  Wells  of  Green- 
field, left  the  city.  Wm.  S.  Lincoln  was  lieutenant-colonel ;  Harrison  W. 
Pratt,  major ;  and  Samuel  F.  Woods,  adjutant.  William  B.  Bacon,  Dexter  F. 
Parker  and  Alexis  C.  Solcy  were  amono:  the  captains ;  John  A.  l-iovell  apd  All)ei*t 
C.  Walker,  first  lieutenants,  and  Lavi  Lincoln,  Jr.,  Henry  Bacon  and  John  \y^ 
Stilos,  second  lieutenants.  The  regiment  moved  first  to  .AIoxapdria«  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  the  j'car  in  garrison  and  picket  duty  in  front  of  Wash- 
ington. From  May  2,  18G3,  to  June  2,  it  was  on  duty  at  Upton  HilU  From 
that  time  to  July  9  it  was  in  Washington,  and  was  then  ordered  to  HarpePs 
Ferry.  It  was  among  the  fir^t  troops  to  enter  tlie  town,  and  on  the.  18th  of 
October  attacked  the  ft»rco  of  Gen.  Iml)oden  near  Berrysville.  capturing  twen- 
ty-one prisoners  and  killing  and  wounding  sixty-nine  of  the  enemy.  At  New- 
Diiarket,  May  14  and  15,  18G4,  out  of  five  hundred  in  action,  one  ofiicer  and 
fwent3'-seven  men  were  killed,  and  the  total  loss  was  two  hundred  and  twentj^ 
one.  Acting'Col.  Lincoln  was  wounded  in  the  shoulder  ai\d  foil  into  tbp 
eneihy's  hands:  Capt.  Wm.  B.  Bacon  was  killed.  At  Piedmont  the  loss  yyas 
fifteen  killed  and  ninety-two  wounded ;  at  Lynchburg,  five  killed  and  one 
officer  and  forty-one  men  wounded  The  year  shows  a  record  of  forced  marches, 
skirmishes,  short  rations  and  hardships.  At  Winchester,  out  of  three  hundred 
rocn'engagcd,  one  officer  and  eight  men  were  killed  and  six  officers  and  ninety- 
four  men  tii'oundcd;  at  Fisher's  Hill,  three  days  later,  the  loss  was  nineteen 
wounded.  Maj.  Harrison  W.  Pratt  was  mortally  wounded  by  the  accidental 
discharge  of  a  musket  on  the  night  following  the  splendid  victory  of  Win<;hes- 
tcr.  The  two  battle's  of  Cedar  Creek  followed,  in  each  of  which  the  pegioicnt 
fought  hard  and  lost  heavily.  In  the  second  battle  it  was  the  only  regiment 
which  preserved  its  formation  entire.  In  Dccemlier  they  were  transferred  to 
the  Army  of  the  James.  The  opening  of  early  spring  saw  them  pccupied  in, 
the  advance  upon  Richmond ;  April  2,  they  took  part  in  the  brilliant  capture  oi 
Battery  Gregg  in  front  of  Petersburg,  losing  four  killed  and  thirty-six  wonnded.- 
The  regiment  entered  Richmond  April  25,  and  the  original  members,  were 
mustered  out  on  June  16.  The  remainder  were  transferred  to  the  24th  regt* 
ment. 

The  Thirty-Sixth  Regiment,  commanded  by  CoU  Henry  Bown^in,  left 
Worcester  Sept.  3,  1802.  Arthur  A.  Goodell  and  S.  Henry  Bailey  went  as 
captains;  Fi*ar.cis  B.  Rice,  as  quartermaster;  Joseph  W.  Gird,  Edwin  A.| 
Morse  and  Kdward  T.  Raymond,  as  first  lieutenants :  Julius  M.  Tucker  and 
Henry  W.  Daniels,  second  lieutenants.  The  regiment  went  from  Boston  to 
Washington  by  steamer  and  joined  McClellau's  nrmy  In  Western  Maiyhind. 
Following  the  fortunes  of  that  army  through  the  year,  it  saw  its  first  battle  at 
Fredericksburg  Deceml>er  12,  and  soon  after  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Falmouth,  Va.     February  10,  it  left  for  Netvport  News,  and  six  weeks  later 
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was  orderctl  to' the  West  in  Gen.  Bum4ide*«»  depart m6nt4  A^nioat  1.1 
campaign  followed,  wor^e  tbaifv would  have  been  half  a  dp^n  battles  in  a 
moderate.  c^m|)aign.  The  report  nt  the  close  of  18G3  sbowcd^bat  tbo  regi* 
ment^imd.  ifiSDrchcd  1,013  miles,  i^nd  been  transported  4,328;  J  hat  only  eight* 
een  officers  and. one  hundred  and  ninety-two  enlisted  mcih  wefc  left  fit  for 
dutjc;  that  8iii^*e  they  left  Jiomo  ijin^  oflElcer  and  fcven  melt  b^id  iieen  killed 
or  had  4il^  of  wounds,  three  ofScera' and  ^seventy-nine  men  lisid  died  of 
disea^,  twelve  officers  aujj^ono  hliudrcdrand  thirty  men  had  l)eQn  discharged, 
twenty*two  transferred,  tKijrty<4hre^' wounded  in  action,  andT  ci^teen  taken 
prisoners^  Winter  Iifou^t  nif>  rest  and  no  allcyiayon  of  •ttxe  hard  Tortnno  of 
vilis  marching',  fighting  regimefit*  "*  Mor^  21,  ISClytlie^  l)l^[aii  a  Inarch  of  one 
hundred  and  ninety-eight  miles  over  the  Cuqalierland  Mountdin^Trom  Knox- 
ville,  Tetiur,  to  NicboltfB^rille,  lCy.,"from  which  place  the  ca^bjire  them  to 
Annapolis..  .  Hero  Ihcyj^er^  ^!ti:eate€l  to  the  Ijiixur je^  joif  gc^pd  food  and  new 
clothing.  But  only  seventeen  days  rest  was  vouchsafed  to  them,  when  they 
were  ordered  into  Virginia.  At  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  at  Spottsylvaoia 
Giurt-IIouse,  Bcthesd:i  Church,  Petersburg;  Poplar  Grove  Church,  and  in 
other  lesser  engagements,  the  regiment  bore  a  conspicuous  part.  The  losses 
for  the  year  were :  four  officers  and  fifty-one  men  killed,,  six  officers  and  two 
hundred  men  woundeil,  sixteen  missing.  The  regiment  was  at  Fort  Bice  near 
Petersburg  during  the  winter  of  18G4-5,  and  in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's 
works,  April  2,  lost  one  man  killed  an(d  four  wounded.  Then  it  resumed  its 
old  programme,  —  incessant  marching  and  skirmishing.  It  was  mustered  out 
at  Alexandria  June  8,  and  was  ordered  to  Rcadvillo,  Mass.,  to  receive  its  pay. 
A  hearty  reception  was  given  to  the  rcgimenf  by  the  city  JuncjlS,  and  on  the 
2I3J  it  was  i)aicl  off  iu  camp  at  Ready Ulo  and  dwraisscd. 

The  Fifty*First  Regiment  was  (hg  first  Worcester  County  regiment  of  nine 
raontha'.  troops*     It  was  recruited  at  Camp  Wool,  which  weos  liirubarge  of  Col. 
G^or;?o  n.  Ward.     Of  Ihc  ficlJ'aitil  stiiff  officcr.-i  Woi'cester  furnishetPCol.  A. 
B.  p.  Spragiie,  Lieut.  Col,. Jbhn'M.  Studlcy,  Maj.  Elijah  A.  IJarkness,  Adju- 
taiU  J.  St^iSrart  Brown,  and  Q6hrtcrmaster  Bcnj.  D*.  DwincU ;  of,4hc  lino, 
Lapts.  J^hn  S.  Uakhvin,  Edwin  A.-  Wood,  Horace  Ilobbs,,  Wnf.  F.  Wheeler, 
George  W.  Prouty  y  Licuts.  John  D.  Goodell,  Charles  II.  Ecck,  Luther  H. 
Bigclow,  Samuel  3.  E^ldy,  Calvin  N.  Harruigton,  and  Joel  tl.^ Prouty.     The 
rcgimertt  Icffl  for  Boaton  ^Jqy,  :2y^;  \S>^^\  and  embarked  for  Nfew^rn,  N.  C, 
whcre-it  reported  Jo ^cn.  Foster.     Its  ser^4ccs  in  the  fir^t.s[x^  weeks  were 
recognized  in  a  general    order   authorizing   thq   names   King>5ton7^VhitehalI 
and  Goldsodrough  to  be  iijiacribed  on  its  colore*.     In  tfic  early  months  of  1803 
the  disease  cercbro-spinal  meniugilis  raged  in  the  ranks,  carrying  off  about 
twenty  men.     After  hard  service  in  North  Carolinii^the  regioicnt  was  ordered 
to  Cuml>erland,  Va.,  at  the  end  of  June.     Reporting  to  Gen.  Dix   at  the 
White   House,  that   oflBcer,  learning   that    its   term    of   service    had    nearly 
expired,  directed  it  to  return  to  Fortress  Monroe.     Arriving  at  the  fortress 
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June  28,  Col.  Sprague  offered  bis  services  to  support  the  Army  of  tbo 
Potomac,  and  proceeded  to  Baltimore,  where  heavy  fatigue  and  guard  duties 
awaited  the  men.  Ten  days  later  they  were  on  Maryland  Heights,  and  July 
12  started  on  an  all-night  march  for  Bdouesborough  to  assist  in  cutting  off 
Gen.  Lee's  retreat  from  Gettysburg.  As  the  rebels  bad  made  good  their 
retreat  and  the  time  of  service  of  the  regiment  bad  passed,  it  was  ordered 
home,  where  it  arrived  July  21,  1863,  with  eight  hundred  men  out  of  niuo 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  who  were  mustered  in.  A  hearty  reception  and  a 
collation  were  given  to  the  heroes. 

The  Fifty-Seventh  Regiment,  a  three  years'  organization,  was  raised  in  tbo 
spring  of  1804.  It  was  commanded  by  Col.  Wm.  F.  Bartlett  of  Pittsfiold. 
Among  the  officers  who  served  with  the  regiment  wore  Capts.  Julius  M.  Tucker, 
Joseph  W.  Gird,  John  L.  Goodwin,  Henry  C.  Ward,  George  E.  Barton; 
Lieuts.  E.  Dexter  Cheney,  Albert  M.  Murdoek,  Henry  M.  Ide,  Edward  I.  Coo 
and  Charles  II.  Pinkham.  The  regiment  left  the  State  in  April,  18G4,  and 
fought  its  way  from  the  Wilderness  to  Ilatcber^s  Run,  l>earing  a  part  in  nearly 
every  battle  which  occurred  between  those  tno  points.  From  Jan.  1, 1865,  to 
March  25,  the  regiment  was  for  most  of  the  time  in  the  lines  before  Peters* 
burg.  From  this  time  to  the  surrender  of  Lee  the  regiment  was  marching  and 
fighting.  It  was  on  provost  duly  near  Tenallytown,  Md.,  until  August^  and 
was  discharn^ed  at  Readville  August  9. 

The  Second  Regiment  of  Heavy  Artillery  included  Lieut.  Col.  A.  B.  R. 
Sprague;  First  Lieuts.  Stephen  E.  Greene,  Benj.  D.  Dwinell,  Henry  W. 
Reed  andRol)ert  B.  Sinclair;  Sc'cond Lieuts.  George M.  Rice,  Jr.,  and  Myron 
S.  Sanford,  and  ninety-four  men  from  Worcester.  The  regiment  left  the  State 
by  detachments  between  September,  1863,  and  January,  1864,  and  served  iu 
North  Carolina  and  at  Fortress  Monroe  until  September,  1865. 

The  Fourth  Heavy  Artillery  contained  about  two  hundred  and  thirteen  men 
from  Worcester.  Cnpt.  J.  Orlando  Bemi^,  First  Lieut.  Ch:irles  N.  Hahr,  and 
Second  Lieuts.  Augustus  Stone  and  Charles  II.  Ileywood  were  among  tbo 
officers. 

In  the  First  Heavy  Artillery  Worcester  was  represented  by  sixty-five  men ;  in 
the  Second  Cavalry,  fifty-six,  including  Second  Lieut.  Edward  W.  Wellington; 
in  the  Fourth  Cavalry  about  twenty-four,  including  First  Lieut.  Warren  A.  Ful* 
ler ;  in  the  Fifth  Cavalry  (colored) ,  twenty-five ;  in  the  Twenty-eighth  Infantry* 
thirty  men,  with  Surgeon  Peter  £.  Hubon,  Capt.  James  Olveefe,  Capt.  John 
Treanor,  and  Lieuts.  Nicholas  J.  Barrett,  James  E.  E^tabrook,  and  Greoige  S, 
Campbell ;  in  the  Forty-Second  Regiment  about  thirty,  with  Capt.  Frederick 
G.  Stiles,  Capt.  Edward  B.  Washburn,  and  First  Lieuts.  Augustus  Ford  ai.d 
Luther  Caprou,  Jr. ;  in  the  Fiftieth  about  seventy,  with  Capt.  Nicholas  Powers 
and  Lieuts.  J.  J.  O'Gorman  and  Martin  Hayes. 

Rev.  Ji)>eph  C.  Cromnck,  of  the  L:iurcl  Street  Methodi>t  Churcbt  was 
chaplain  of  the  20tb  Regiment,  aud  Rev.  U.  L.  Wayland  of  the  Third 
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Cbiircb,  of  the  7th  Couiiccticut ;  George  W.  Baldwin  was  adjutant  of  tl^  ISlli 
'Begimcnt  and  assistant  adjuUint  general ;  Charles  II.  DavH  was  commissaij 
of  subsislenco  with  the  rank  of  brevet  major;  Horace  Mecomey  wus  tMsisU 
ant  surgeon  of  the  25th  Bcgiment;  Geoi^e  F.  Allen  was  captain  ia  the 
U.  S.  colored  troopa ;  and  Gcorgo  M.  Woodward  captain  in  the  55th  Regi- 
ment. Alauson  II.  Ward  was  captain  in  the  61st  Regiment^  and  Be^januo  A. 
Boll  in  the  3d  Heavy  Artillery. 

Nearly  every  Massachusetts  regiment  or  battalion  included  Worcester 
men.  Many  enlisted. or  received  commissions  in  the  regiments  of  otbcr 
States.  In  the  navy  were  Lieut-Comniander,  Dsmcrofi  Gberardi;  acting  Mas- 
ters, John  C.  Dutch  and  George  D.  Upliam ;  SIaster*s  Mate,  George  M.  Rice, 
Jr. ;  midshipman,  Charles  P.  Blake ;  paymaster,  Wm.  II.  Hathom ;.  carpcnter^s 
mate,  Cornelius  D.  Kecd,  and  (perhaps  others. 

Promotions  were  rapid  during  the  war,  especially  in  those  regiments  wfaidi 
were  most  exposed  to  loss.  The  materials  for  a  complete  list  of  those  who 
Iwire  commissions,  are  wanting.  The  roll  of  honor,  printed  on  another  pag^, 
c<»ntains  the  names  of  some  who  rose  from  the  ranks  to  the  line,  and  of  eoooe 
who  were  commissioned  in  other  States.  It  is  not  the  place  here  for  their 
eulogy.     Their  lives  and  actions 

^SaieU  sweet  and  bloflsom  io  the  dost. " 


Attention  must  now  be  given  to  the  manner  in  which  the  years  of  the  war 
passed  at  home. 

During  the  four  long  years  of  War  the  people  of  Worcester  were  constant 

in   good  works.      The  pulpit,  the  press,  and   eloquent  men  uttered    words 
tif  cheer  for  the  departing,  of  welcome  for  the  returning,  and  of  eulogy  for 
the  dead.     The  ladies  were  ever  aclive.     Tbey  early  organized  a  Soldiers* 
Ilelief  Committee^  which  did  a  great  work  in  sending  supplies,  which   were 
mticb  ftecdcJ,  to  cliOTercnt  points,   and  in  assisting  the  Sanitary  Commission 
and  the  Chriotian  Commission  with  material  aid.     Levees,  fairs  and   private 
theatricals  were  held  for  ihc  samo  purpose.     The  '^S^Idicrs'  Rest"  was  opened 
netir  ihc  Central  Enilroad  Station,  July  7,  18G2,  and  entertained  about  2,500 
ilK  wounded  or  furloughed  soldiers,  on  their  homeward  journeys.     Several 
ladies  went  to  the  great  hospitals  to  serve  as  nurses.     A  society  of  ladies  fur- 
ni>hed  a  large  amount  of  aid,   in  the  form  of   money,   clothing  and  other 
necessaries  to  the  liberated  or  escaping  slaves. 

July  11,  ISfiS,  702  citizens  were  drafted  to  meet  a  call  for  347  men.  Of 
these  many  were  pronounced  exempt  for  physicial  reasons;  a  few  joined  the 
army;  103  paid  the  commutation  fee  of  $300;  53  procured  their  own  sub* 
bliiutes.     Fifty-nine  enrolleJ  citizens  sent  subslilui(  s  previous  to  the  draft. 

Soon  after  the  departure  of  the  first  troops,  the  honorary  and  past  members 
of  the  Light  Infantry  and  of  the  City  Guards  formed  companies  to  serve  as 
Home  Guards  and  to  serve  as  schools  of  training  for  recruits.     In  May,  1863, 
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tbc  State  Guard  was  chartered  by  the  Legislature^  and  organized  with  Ivers 
Piiiliips  as  captain,  Dana  H.  Fitch  nnd  John  R.  Green,  lieutenants.  The 
original  call  contained  101  names.  The  State  Guard  served  most  acceptably 
as  escort  at  the  obsequies  of  deceased  soldiers,  and  for  i^eturning  regiments. 
Sixteen  members  were  detaile^d  to  do  guard  duty  for  the  provost-marshal  at 
the  time  of  the  draft,  and  the  whole  company  were  on  duty  for  three  or  four 
days  in  charge  of  the  rough  ehanictors  enlisted  from  New  York  a^  substitutes. 
The  act  creating  the  ^tate  Guard  was  repealed  in  1866,  but  a  new  charter  i^as 
obtained  in  1867,  and  soon  after  a  battalion  of  two  companies  was  formed. 
Their  lost  pdraide  was  made  on  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of  ^e  ^oldi^rs* 
Monument,  July  15,  1874. 

While  the  war  was  carried  on  at  a  distance  from  our  own  soil,.. Worcester 
was  for  part  of  the  time  without  any  armed  military  organization,  ^s  mem- 
bers of  the.  police  force  or  of  the  fii*o  department  enlisted  in  the  army  thoir 
pl:;ces  were  at  once  filled,  so  that  the  city  was  constantly  protected  against  any- 
ordinary  disturbance  of  the  {icaco  and  against  the  ravages  of  fire.  -When  the 
draft  began,  on  the  11th  of  July,  1863,  the  ^  State  Guards,"  although  organized* 
were  unprovided  with  efficient  arms  and  ammunition.  Two.  days  later  the 
terrible  **  draft  riots  **  in  Now  York  l>cgan,  and  the  excitement  and  alarm 
spread  through  the  northern  cities.  An  impression  prevailed  that  the  city 
authorities  were  remiss  in  their  duty  of  preparing  for  the  trouble  which  an 
hourly  expected  band  of  marauding  ruffians  from  New  Y<»rk  were  to  create. 
But  ample  preparations  were  made,  although  they  have  not  hitherto  heien  pulv 
lished.  Immediately  upon  the  first  indication  of  trouble,  Mr.  Frank  Wesson, 
rifle  manufacturer  of  this  city,  called  upon  the  mayor,  Hon.  D.  Waldo 
Lincoln,  and  tendered  the  free  use,  if  required,  of  from  300  to  400  carbinesi 
with  the  necessary  fixed  ammunition,  which  for  security  he  had  removed  fft>m 
his  factory  to  the  cellar  of  his  house.  Mayor  Lincr>lu  sent  for  the  .c^iicf 
cngiiieer  of  the  fire  department,  Mr.  Alzirus  Brown,  to  whom  he  explainecl 
the  situation,  requesting  him  to  sound  the  officers  and  members  of  his  force,  to 
see  if  they  could  be  relied  upon  in  an  emergency  as  a  posse  to  aid  the  civil 
authorities,  and  if  necessary,  to  use  the  arms.  Mr.  Brown,  after  investigation, 
reported  that  he  would  guarantee  the  readiness  and  fidelity  of  every  man  of 
his  force.  Here,  then,  was  a  band  of  250  men,  united,  harmonious,  and  with 
all  the  esprit  de  corps  characteristic  of  the  organization,  who  stood  ready  to 
turn  out,  on  a  preconcerted  signal  to  be  given  by  the  chnrch  bells,  at  a 
moments  warning.     Fortunately  the  emergency  did  not  arise.^ 

The  *^ Union  League,**  which  played  an  important  part  in  the  war  of  the 
rVliellion,  bad  a  chapter  here,  which  was  organized  in  the  summe^  of  1863. 
City  Marshal  Pratt  and  Chief  Engineer  Brown  were  members  of  the  organ- 
ization, and  the  same  signal  which  was  to  summcm  the  fire  department  at  a 
military  posse,  was  to  call  out  the  members  of  the  league. 

*  Gathered  fitun  MSB.  of  Hon.  D.  Wakto  Linooln. 
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In  October,  1864,  the  (United  States)  **D;ilo  Hospital "  was  opened  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Female  College  on  Providence  Street,  and  was  cobtinucHl  until 
after  the  close  of  the  war. 

The  news  of  the  fall  of  Hichmond,  the  last  stronghold  of  the  Robellion, 
Teceived  by  telegraph  April  3,  1865,  caused  the  deepest  joy  and  grutititdc. 
On  the  afternoon  of  the  7th  additional  victories  incrcasied  the  excitement,  wbi«h 
found  vent  in  the  firing  of  cannon,  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  screeching  f»f 
steam-whistlcs.    At  night  the  city  was  generally  illuminated.   Near  midnight  of 
Sunday,  the  9th,  the  church  bells  rang  again  for  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Ijce.    The 
streets  were  filled  at  once  with  })eoplo,  and  bonfires  were  kindled  at  the  iflroct 
CfTners.     Prominent  citizens  were  visited  by  extemporized  proocssious  and 
'  were  told  the  welcome  news,  to  which  they  made  appropriate  response.     Tlie 
celebration  continued   through   the  following  dny,  the  fire  dcimrtmcnt,   the 
'German  societies  and    other  organizations  parading,  and  the  evening   saw 
-another  general  and  elaborate  illumination  of  the  city. 

In  marked  contrast  with  these  demonstrations  of  joy  was  the  scene  a  few  dsiys 
later.    At  about  midnight  of  April  14  the  church  bells  began  to  toll.     A 
ciitumstance  so  unprecedented  could  have  but  one  cause.     The  people  again 
poured  into  the  streets,  to  learn  of  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln.    The 
city  council  were  called  together  by  Mayor  Bail,  at  seven  o'clock  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  a  public  meeting  was  convened'  by  him,  at  Mechanics'^  Hall,  at  ten. 
Hon.  Alexander  H.  Bullock  presided  at  the  latter,  and  religious  exercises  were 
conducted  by  Bcv.  Dr.  Sweet ser  and  Bev.  MeiTill  Bichardson.     On  the  19th 
of  April,  the  day  of  the  funeral  solemnities  at  Washington,  business  here  wa^ 
suspended,  and  the  city  draped  in  mourniog.     Religious  services  were  held  in 
the  churches  and  the  courts  were  adjourned.     In  accordance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  successor  of  the  martyred  president,  services  were  again  held 
in  many  of  the  churches  on  the  first  day  of  June,  and  a  public  gathering, 
convened  by  the  city  council,  in  Mechanics'  Hail,  was  addressed  in  eloquent 
terms  of  eulogy  by  Hon.  Alexander  11.  Bullock. 
,  The  fourth  of  July,  18G5,  was  celebrated  here  as  never  before.     A  joint 
committee  of  the  city  government  and  the  citizens  arranged  a  celebration, 
which  included  an  ovation  to  the  returned  soldiers  and  a  grand   procession 
exhibiting  the  industrial  pursuits  and  resources  of  the  city.     Besides  a  very 
general  and  elaborate  decoration  of  the  city,  a  grand  triumphal  arch   was 
erected  across  Main  Street  near  Front,  a  memorial  arch  in  front  of  the  Central 
Exchange,  and  a  rustic  arch  opposite  School  Street,  all  under  direction  of  the 
committee.     Elegant  arches  were  erected   by  private  hands  at  other  points. 
James  B.  Blake,  Esq.,  was   marshal  of  the  day.     Every  regiment  that  went 
fmm  tin?  county  was  represented  in  the  long  procession  which  moved  throuirh 
the  streets  in  the   forenoon.      The  school  children,  numbering  over   6,000, 
arranged  in  double  line  along  the  route,  sang  patriotic  airs,  cheered  and  waved 
their  tiny  flags.      The  soldiers   were  finally  escorted  to  Mechanics'  Ilall   for 
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tered  ])latforin  which  had  been  built  upoa  the  common,  a  few  rods  west  of  the 
mouumeut. 

The  procession  was  escorted  by  the  lOth  regiment,  M.  V.  M.,  the^  5th 
battery  of  light  artillery,  and  the  Worcester  State  Guard,  platoons  represent- 
ing the  Gtb,  15th,  21st,  25th,  34th,  36tb,.51st  and  57th  regimento  of  Mass. 
volunteers ;  Post  10,  and  twenty  other  posts  of  the  Grand  Army  from  this 
county,  the  Odd  Fellows,  Knights  of  Pythias,  German  Turners,  the  Society 
and  Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians^  St.  Jean  Baptiste  Society,  and  the  Worcester 
fire  department.  The  invited  guests  who  were  present  included  Vice*Presidout 
Henry  .Wilson,  Maj.  Gen.  Ambrose  E.  Burnside,  Hon.  George  S.  Soutw^ll, 
U.  S.  Senator;. and  Gen.  John  W.  Kimball,  commander  of  the  State  depart- 
ment of  the  Grand  Army.  The  formal  exercises  of  dedication  began  at  one 
o'clock,  p.  M.  After  a  voluntary  by  the  Germania  Band  of  Bo3ton,  prayer 
was  ofi*ered  by  the  Rev.  William  R.  Huntington,  rector  of  All  Saints  Churcb. 
The  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thomas  of  Boston  read  an  original  ode ;  and  George 
Crompton,  Esq.,  chairman  of  the  committee,  made  a  few  introductory  remfirks, 
reciting  the  history  of  the  enterprise.  Then  the  drapery  which  had  concealed 
the  chief  portions  of  the  monument  fell,  revealing  the  beautiful  ma3terpieee 
to  the  thousands  of  spectators.  The  band  played  **  Keller's  American  Hytpn,** 
and  the  artillery  fired  a  national  salute.  The  addresses  *  of  Goy.  Bullock  apd 
Gen  Devens  followed.  Mr.  Crompton  then  surrendered  the  monument  to  the 
Hon.  Edward  L.  Davis,  Mayor,  who  received  it  in  behalf  of  the  city;  and 
after  the  multitude  had  jr>incd  in  singiug  ^  Old  Himdred,**  a  bonedictton  was 
invoked  by  the  Rev.  Edward  H.  Hall,  pastor  of  the  second  parish  church, 
and  late  chaplain  of  the  44th  Massachusetts  volunteers* 

The  entire  height  of  the  monument  is  ^ixty-five  feet.  Upon  buttresses, 
from  each  corner  of  the  second  die,  stand  figures  in  bronze^  represeotijig 
Infantry,  Cavalr}',  Artillery  and  Navy ;  on  the  second  die«  the  profiles  ii^  h^ 
relief  of  the  late  President  Lincoln  and  Gov.  Andrew,  the  dying  soJdioi;,.  io 
bass-relief,  and  the  inscription, —  .  ^ 

**  ERECTED' BT   TDB  PEOPLE  OF   WORCESTER   TO    THE  MEHORT    OIt'HeR  SOXS  \VH0'  DIED 

roR  THE  Unitt  of  toe  Republic  A  D  iSGl-lSSd.^ 

On  the  third  die  are  the  arms  of  the  United  States,  the  arms  of  the  Sbite  ot 
Massachusetts,  and  the  seal  of  the  city  of  Wurces^ter ;  also  the  crossed  swords 
and  laurel  wreath  representing  the  army.  A  Corinthian  cap  upon  a  Roman 
column  supports  a  semi-globe,  upon  which  the  Goddess  of  Victory  is  in  the 
act  of  alighting,  with  sword  aloft  in  the  right  hand  and  a  palm  in  the  loft. 
On  the  first,  or  lower  die,  the  names  of  397  fallen  soldiers  are  engrav^  on 
ftmr  bronze  plates.  At  each  of  the  four  corners  of  the  sub-baset  stand, 
inverted,  four  bronze  cannon,  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the  war. 

*  Theae  addreaset  are  given  in  fall  in  tlie  aecoont  of  the  dedication  printed  by  order  of  iho 
eommiitee  on  the  monnment. 
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'The  fcillowiug  names  are  inscribed  upon  tho  monument:*— 

Sd  Raiment.  —  John  G.  (yConnen. 

9lh  Reffhneht,  — Aiiilrew  Conlon,  Jobn  KcUey,  Charles  Thompsoa. 

Wh  Rcgi'metit.  —  Uaior  Dexter  F.  Parker, 

I  fth  Rfff'fhehr,  —  Philip  Farley. 
.  12ih  Regiment  —  Isaac  Kaio. 

16th  ReghnetU.  —  CoL  George  U.  Ward,  Brevet  Bri^.  Gen.  U.  S.  Vols. ;  Satgeom  8. 
Foster  Haven;  Adjt.  Dwii^bt  Newbiir>';  Limits.  J.  Wm.  Gruut,  Thomas  J.  Sporr; 
Sergts.  Gror<!^o  E.  Bamanl,  Frnncin  McCarahridire,  Bcnj.  Tnft:  Corpls.  Warren  A. 
Alger,  Charles  Dax*is.  Edfrin  D.  Jordan,  Wm.  D.  Oakloy,  Charles  W.Uphara :  Prirates 
Amlrew  A«kli9on,  Alfreil  A.  Bachelor,  John  T.  Bixby,  Eclnin  K.  Blake,  William  M. 
lUcdgett,  Thomas  Cassidy,  Hiram  A.  Chambers,  Andi*ew  S.  Cobb.  Bcmanl  Cooncy, 
Stillroan  L.  Cummin^,  John  II.  Cnrran,  Calvin  J.  Eat'^n,  Fran(*i^  W.  Eaton,  Patrick 
Finnegan,  Blichael  Flinn,  William  H.  Folgcr,  Joseph  Freoman,  Ilarloir  D.  Getc-iirlU 
Daniel  Guiir»3lc,  Daniel  Harris,  William  Hart,  Charles  IleafI,  Patrick  Hoy U  Cyrus 
Learned,  Edson  T.  Leiand,  Thomas  Magomer^*,  Blarttii  McBridge,  Albert  Mcgao« 
Charles  J.  Morrinm,  John  Morrissoy,  Francis  H.  Novcs,  Lenud^r  J.  Oirms,  Gcorsc 
P&rspnsy  Jnmes  Perry,  Calvin  A.  Rocktrood,  John  Skirrington,  John  W.  Smith.  John  F. 
Stafford,  Charles  H.  Stiles,  Alexander  Thompson,  J.  F.  Thomion,  Melville  Walker, 
David  Welch. 

16th  Regiment.  — Thomas  Wbalan. 

Jf^h  Regiment.  —  Gideon  P.  Hero,  Henr>'  Parmenter. 

20th  Regiment. —  Henry  W.  Brewer,  John  Dip[X)lt,  Jonathan  Francis,  Patrick 
MeCullough,  J  >hn  SL*hilling. 

2l8t  Regiment.  —  Corpls.  James  H.  Wilson.  Charles  9.  Wilder ;- Privates  Aoslin 
Barton,  Francis  Bnllard,  John  Davis,  Patrick  R*Fay,GeorgcII.  French,  William  Frost, 
Carlos  II.  Goodrich,  William  McLean,  JcfTcrson  Paine,  Emerson  Phillips,  Otis  Potter, 
James  Slater,  John  Wells. 

2otJi  Rejiment.  —  Capts.  Thomas  O'Xeill,  William  Daly ;  Adjt.  Henry  McConrillo  ; 
Li^nts.  Henry  Mathews,  Charles  II.  Pelton  ;  Ser£cts.  Orlando  Ilodirkins,  Thomas  J.  M^ 
Keon ;  Corpls.  George  A.  Bixby,  Warren  O.  Collester,  Jerome  II.  Fuller,  Warreu  C. 
Hardy,  Andrew  J.  Iluse,  Cua'les  E.  Jollv,  Frank  F.  Knapp,  JoIju  E.  Lowis.  Daniel  B. 
^cCrea,  Patridt  McDononcrh,  Alfrcfl  Pi;x»r,  Walter  II.  Riclinr  Is.  Samuel  Tiiurston  ; 
Privates  John  Q.  Adams,  William  U.  Abxandor,  Sidney  J.  Atkinson,  I-klward  L.  Barnard, 
Gardner  F.  Barnes,  Hiram  II.  II.  Billings,  IVtrr  Brady,  Michael  Brosnihan.  Georp:o 
Burr,  Patrick  Burke,  Daniel  Cnnovan,  Ruberr  C.irson,  AVillinm  R.  Chapman.  Robert  T. 
Chapman,  Charles  W.  Childs,  George  A.  Coffin,  Patrick  Con  Ian.  Patrick  Cuddy,  Charges 
F.  Curtis,  Georgo  K.  C  urlis,  John  Daly.  Richard  II.  Danieh,  Chauncy  P.  Demoucl,  John 
II.  Dcvcreaux,  Elward  D")nclan,  Levi  L.  Eafncs,  Stanley  W.  E  Iwards,  Robert  Eini>ev, 
James  R.  Estcy,  Charlos  F.  Fisher,  Michael  Fitzi):itri<*k,  Eu'zcnc  Gantner.  Davi<l  Gard- 
ner, Samuel  Glcn«!on,  Henry  Gould ing,  2d,  John  D.  Gr:icc.  Benjamin  C.  Green,  Samii-^l 
T.  Hall,  Joseph  Ileaton,  Patrick  Ilugan,  William  E.  llolmau,  Jvihn  Howard,  William 
Hudson,  Olis  II.  Knight,  Patrick  Lamb,  William  Latham,  Ira  Lindsav.  Franci-j  Loxnelcv, 
Edward  F.  May,  William  McDcvitt, Charles  A.  McFarland,  William  J.  Mclntire.  Silas 
H..McKoy,  Michael  McMahon,  John  ^lihnn,  Benjamin  Millrr,  Tlioraas  O'Boyle,  Derjnis 
O'Connell,  Joseph  Orfall,  Camille  L.  Ouimette,  George  F.  Penniman,  William  IVrkius, 
Jehu  Perry,  Eli  Pike,  Charles  L.  Rice,  John  Ryan.  John  B.  Savage.  Andrew  i>hiw, 
Ephiaim  Smith,  Edgar  A.  Stone,  James  Stewart,  Benjrimiu  D.  Thayer,  William  II. 
Wardwell,  Marshall  E.  Wanen,  George  Werner,  James  White. 

27th  Regiment.  —  Milo  Pasco. 

2Sth  Ucijiment.  —  Lieut.  Nicholas  J.  Barrett;  Sergt.  Thomas  Carroll;  Corpls.  Wi'- 
liam  II.  ScoHcId,  James  Sweeney;  Piivatcs  Thomas  Ilackelt,  James  Uoldeu,   Daniel 
O'SuUivan,  AVilliam  O'D'TiUoII.  Austin  Vcldon. 
'    20th  Reffiment,  —  William  Klinklor.  Ilezekinh  S.  Sar2:enf. 

3l6t  Reyimeut.  —  Cor^l.  Cuailes  A.  Johubuuj  Private  Ilcury  Young. 
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32(1  ncgtmenL --WiW'iam  W.  Bangs,  John  Tobiri,  Charles  Welch. 

34fh  R'fjiment.  —  M:ij  r  Ilnrrison  W.  Pratt;  Capt.  William  B.  Bacon;  Dents. 
Samuel  F.  Woods,  Albert  C.  Walker;  Sergt.  Joseph  W.  Webber;  Corpl.  Georffc  H. 
Gilbert;  Privates  William  A.  BuUou,  Edwin  W.  Barlow,  Ziba  A.  Blodj^ctt,  Dahiei 
B;)\ie,  Charles  W.  Burbanjc*  Edwin  D.  Burgess,  Patrick  Casey,  Arthur  L.  Fox,  IIar\*ey 
Gilbert,  Daniel  Hurlc}',  George  T.  Johnson,  Lincoln  L.  Johnson,  John  A.  Lci?is, 
Timothy  Mojnihan,  George  Moran,  John  Morton,  John  A.  Needham,  Edwin  W.  Pieroei 
Albert  JVI.  Stewart,  Harvey  D.  Stone,  Harvey  £.  Truesilell,  Alfred  D.  Washburn,  James 
AVclch.      . 

3i3th  Regiment T^Jjycut.  Henry  W.  Daniels;  Sergts.  Almon  F.  Bailey,  Charlbs  H. 
Bf)swcll,  George  E.  Freeman ;  Corpls.  Fanning  T.  Merritt,  Henry  H.  Rice,  Clark 
Kobiuson;  Privates  Solomon  S.  Bigelow,  James  S.  BoswoU,  Lewis  M.  Brooks,  Hiram 
E^  Chambers,  Merrick  B.  Converse,  Myron  M.  Daniels,  Dwight  J.  Dison,  Franklin  8'. 
Kt  llev,  Michael  Loughlin,  Daniel  H.  Park,  Charles  W.  Parker,  Lucius  A.  Reynolds^ 
Frederick  Ruth,  William  A.  Smith,  Hartwell  C.  Twichell. 

42(1  Rcrfiment.  —  William  T.  Cutler,  Henry  H.  Lowell,  George  G.  Harrington,  Samuel 
J.  Stone,  Buckley  Waters. 

49th  Regiment. — James  Cressor. 

50th  Regiment.  —  Sergt.  John  Hincs ;  Corpl.  Michael  McDonald;  Privates*  Martin 
Fitzgerald,  Patrick  Murphy,  Charles  P.  O'Rourke,  James  A.  Power,'  Nicholas  Sk^mett^ 
Ov\cn  Treanor.  * 

5! St  Regiment. '^  Corp\s.  Edwin  H.  Bliss,  Charles  IL  Cutting ;  Privates  William  O. 
B  ►otman,  Tliomas  J.  Gilbert,  Seth  B.  Gordon,  William  F.  Gordon,  Ciiarles  W.  Haven, 
Henry  J.  Kendall,  Henry  G.  Longiey,  Solomon  Pai'sons,  Jr.,  Melville  V.  Ransom, 
Charles  S.  Smith,  Eugene  W.  Stratton. 

54th  Regiment '•^^lohn  U.  Johnson.  ^ 

56lh  Regiment.  —  John  Swan. 

57th  Regiment.  —  Capt.,  Joseph  W.  Gird;  Lieuts.,  Samnel  M.  Bowman,  E:I)estCT 
CLency,  Jamqs  M.  CJiilds,  Edwin  I.  Coe,  Albert  M.  Murdoclv ;  Sergts.,  Dwight  D*. 
Allen,  James  B.  Freeman,  J.  Henry  Fuller,  William  C  Park.  Samuel  Souther;  Corple.,- 
Henry  L.  Park,  George  W.  Willanl,  Charles  E.  Youn£»;  Privates,  Jeremiah  Buckley, 
Thomas  Burke,  Micjiael  Cadigan,  Silas  N.  Cater,  Elisha  C.  Davenport,  Charles^  F* 
Eveiett,  Albert  S.  Etring,  Charles  A.  Fitts,  Charles  W.  Frclick,  Michael  Gillin,  John/ 
Handloy,  Georixc  F.  Hood,  Daniel  Ilooley,  Martin  L.  Jordan,  M.irtin  Eiley,  Joho' 
Leary,  Samnel  M.  Lovering,  Daniel  Maghnie,  Lewis  Moore,  William  K.  Moore,  MicbacV 
Moriis,  Daniel  0*Connor,  William  E.  Richards,  Charles  H.  Rugg,  Eugene  Smith^ 
James  M.  Stetson,  EJward  A.  Walton,  James  J.  Willard. 

5  Sth  RegimeiU.  —  Isaac  G.  Whi  te. 

69th  Regiment.  —  Silas  A.  Coolidge. .  . 

Gist  Regiment.  —  Henry  H.  Fletcher. 

62d  Regiment.  —  Culler  Soaver. 

Jst  Cavalry. — James  E.  Estabrook. 

2d  Cavalry.  —  Coq^l.,  Jesse  E.  Hunt ;  Privates,  James  McSrath,  Oliver  A.  Smith. 

5.'h  Cavah'y.  —  Sergt.,  Henry  G.  Garner;  Private,  John  Cheesman. 

.Vd  Dfttalion  Rifles.  —  Piivale,  Amos  H.  Gilbert. 

2:1  Jlc'tvy  Artillery.  —  Sergts.,  George  C  Butler,  George  S.  Duckworth,  John.M. 
White:  Corp'ls,  Henry  K.  Hill,  Henry  T.  Jennison,  Jonas  C.  Koyes,  Charles  A.  G. 
Rice,  Henry  T.  Wheeler;  Privates,  Charles  E.  Bsm^,  Loverett  S.  i3ui!cr,  Richard  D. 
Clark,  I-dmund  Congdon,  Thomas  W.  Edwards,  George  G.  Ga3%  Peter  J.  McXulty, 
George  W.  Sampson,  James  H.  Spanllinqr,  Elwin  M.  Staples,  Averv  Sylvester,  John 
Tnnnicliffe,  Luther  P.  Webber,  George  W.  Wellington,  Lewis  £.  Wilder,  Hobort  H. 
Wootlbur}*. 

3d  Ueavy  Artillery.  —  Private,  David  Maxim,  Jr. 

4th  Heavy  Artillery.  —  Privates,  George  E.  Cutler,  A.  Miltoo  Seaver,  Samael  W. 
Stratton,  James  Wbitehonse.  * 

Isi  Battery.  —  Private,  Albert  F.  HalJ; 

7t/i  BcU/ery.  —  Private,  John  W.  Forb^ 
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:  (kker  OrffatuzaUoHB.  —  Samuel  L.  Bigelow,  Brigade  Siirgeoo ;  Maj  >r  BenJsjDln  W« 
Flerkins,  Qaartcnnastcr ;  Francis  A.  (>>Dant,  Medical  Dopt.  U.  S.  A.;  Lieat.  Col. 
Wm.  N.  Green,  173il  NcirYorlc:  Capt.  Theodore  Burdick,  7th  ConDeetlcut ;  CspC 
William  E.  Haclccr,  Ist  Marvlaml ;  Lient.  Francis  Bacon,  102d  Neir  York ;  Lieut. 
Heor^'  Holbrook,  3d  IL  I.  II.  A. ;  Lieut.  John  D.  Mirick,  ZHh  U.  S.  Colored  Troops ; 
Victor  W|iittera'<re«  1st  Maine  Cavalrr ;  James  Davis,  2d  New  Hampshire ;  George  If. 
Kidder,  4th  N.  II. ;  Walter  W.  Smith,  6th  N.  H. ;  George  W.  Haskell,  1st  Vennont 
Cavalry ;  BInnrice  Iliggins,  Michael  P.  Scannell,  John  B.  Warner  and  Lvmao  WliiN 
comb,  S<1  Rhode  Island ;  Sergt.  Alvah  A.  Hoar  and  private  C.  Perlej  RasselU  Clh 
Omnecticat;  John  Holden,  Amos  S.  Wilkins  and  James  Welch,  5th  N.  T.  Cavalry; 
AngiistOH  D.  C.  Guild,  9th  Nqiv  Tork ;  Sergt.  Herbert  J.  Kendall,  filst  N.  T. ;  Jolia 
Powers,  73d  N.  Y. ;  Charles  A.  McKoy,  12th  Marylanil ;  John  31.  Fitzpatrick,  1st  U. 
S,  Infantry  <  Michael  OTi^ole,  Sd  U.  8. 1. ;  Francis  M.  Atherton  and  Josiah  S.  Elsta- 
brook,  nth  U.  S.  L ;  William  J.  Stamp,  18th  U.  S.  I. ;  William  H.  Hector,  8th  U.  S. 
IT.  Artillery ;  Darius  Starr,  2d  U.  S.  Shar^ishooters ;  Cornelius  D.  Roed,  Carpcoter's 
Mate,  U.S.  N. 


CHAPTER  X. 


XAnrrEKAKCE  of  schools  —  EARLT    PROVISION  —  FIHST  SCHOOL-HOUSE  —  THE 
^OTBBSEERS*  BOARD'*  —  FEMALE  EDUCATION — HIGH  SCHOOL  T—STATISnCS. 

'  WoEOEStEE  htB  ever  been  prominent  in  maintaining  public  schools  for  the 
education  of  ber  owd  children,  and  private  institutions  for  the  bene6t  of  those 
who  might  be  sent  hither  for  instruction.  It  is  of  the  first  class,  chiefly,  that 
the  writer- is  called  upon  to  treat.  The  original  committee  fur  tho  settlement 
of -the  town  agreed,  in  IGGO,  that  a  lot  of  land  of  twenty-five  acres  shduld  be 
appropriated  for  the  mninteuanco  of  a  school  and  schoolmuster,  to  remaiu  for 
that  use  forever.  At  the  second  settlement,  1G84,  a  similar  agreement  was 
made,  and  it  was  enjoined  '^tbntcare  be  taken  to  provide  a  schoolmaster  in 
due  season.*^  But  the  bard  lot  of  the  first  settlers,  and  their  martial  way  of 
living,  niititated  against  carrying  into  execution  the  good  intentions  of  the 
founders.  It  is  not  until  172G  that  we  find  any  record  of  public  action  iu  the 
way  of  providing  education,  —  an  article  in  the  warrant  for  a  town  meeting  in 
the  previous  December,  ''to  sec  if  the  town  would  provide  a  writing-master  to 
instruct  ye  youth,"  having  been  passed  without  notice.  But  on  the  4lh  of 
April,  1726,  it  was  voted  "that  ye  selectmen  forthwith  take  care  &  provid 
sufiieiant  schoole  for  ye  Education  of  Youth  in  sd  Town  of  Worcester"  ;  and 
theroupon  the  selectmen  agreed  "with  Mr.  Jonas  Rice  to  be  ye  schoole-master 
for  sd  Town  of  Worcester  and  to  teach  sudi  Children  and  Youth  as  any  of  yo 
Inhabitants  Shall  Send  to  him  to  read  &  to  write  as  ye  Law  Directs  —  to  keep 
Sucli  schoole  untill  yo  fifteenth  Day  of  Dcciraber  next  Ensuing  ye  Date  bcarof : 
8:iid  Schiiolc  to  [be]  Snported  at  the  Towns  Charge."  The  new  enterprise  for 
soiuo  reason  was  not  popular,  for  on  tho  I9th  of  "Decimbcr,"  on  the  qucstiou 
whether  the  town  would  take  care  to  provide  a  schoolmaster,  "  it  past  in  ye 
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dinner,  and  were  welcomed  by  Mayor  Ball,  Col.  Pickett,  their  roarshni, 
Chaplain .  George-  S.  Ball,  Col.  \yilliain  S.  Lincoln  and  Col.  Sprague  made 
appropriate  addresses.  The  afternoon  procession,  more  than  two  miles  Ipiig, 
included  the  Fire  Department,  the  Irish  Societies  and  the  German  Turners, 
and  most  elaborate  representations  of  the  trades  and  manufactures  of  the  city^l 
The  evening  witnessed  n  grand  and  general  illumiuation^ 

The  Soldiers*  Monument  forms  a  worthy  subject  of  consideration  at  this 
point. 

The  city,  which  hud  cheerfully  done  fts  duty  in.  sustaining  the  soldiers  in 
the  field,  and  had  received  with  open  arms  the  returning  brave,  was  prompt  io 
taking  measures  to  commemorate  the  fallen.     The  lion.  James  B.  Blake,  on 
taking  his  seat  as  mayor,  Jan.  1,  18GG,  invited  the  cfty  government  to  inaugti* 
rate  such  measures  as  would  enable  them,  as  recipients  of  the  voluntary 
contributions  of  the  people,  to  erect  a  monument  to  the  glorious  army  of 
martyrs.     This  suggestion  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  who  convened 
a  general  meeting  of  citizens  February  10,  when  a  committee  of  twenty-eight 
gentlemen  was  appointed  to  co-operate  with  a  committee  of  the  city  govern- 
ment in  receiving  popular  subscriptions.     The  work  of  canvassing  the  ci^ty  for 
subscriptions  began  at  once.     The  subscribers  to  the  fund  were  called  together 
Sept.  5,  18G7,  when  it  was  reported  that  the  amount  of  subscriptions  was 
$11,242.40.     A  committee  of  twenty-eight  was  appointed,  who,  wilh  e^ucbas 
the  city  council  might  join,  should  continue  the  colloction  of  sui)scriptions,  and 
should  have  full  powers  to  choose  a  site,  select  a  design  and  erect  a  monuments 
Three  aldermen  and  six  councilmen  were  joined  to  the  committee.     The  joint* 
committee  organized  by  choosing  James  B.  Blake  as  chairman  and  Chjtirles  A•^^ 
Chase  secretary.     An  executive  committee  was  chosen  to  procure  plans  and 
choose  a  site.     It  consisted  of  James  B.  Blake,  £•  B.  Stoddard,   George.. 
Crompton,  Oliver  K.  Earle,  David  M.   Woodward,  R.   M.  Gould;  M.   St.r 
AlcConville,  Charles  A.  Chase  and  Jx>8eph  Chase.     The  first  plan  accepted  hj 
the  committee  (resembling  in  its  general  features  the  fiimous  Arc  de  Triompbe'' 
de  I'Etoile,  at  Paris),  was  estimated  to  cost  not  less  than  $90,000;  and,  as  »  . 
large  apps  opriation  from  thfs  city  treasury  would  be  required  to  secure  its 
erection,  the  citizens  were  asked  to  vote  upon  the  plan  at  the  municiiml  cleclioa 
in  Deceml)er,  18G8.     It  was  rejected.    June  2j,  1871,  the  general  committee, 
were  again  called  together,  and  George  Crompton,  Esq.,  was  fleeted  chairiDan, ., 
in  place  of  Hon.  James  B.  Blake,  deceased.     Edward  L.  Davis  and  Henry  A. 
Marsh  were  added  to  the  executive  committee  to  fill  vacancies  caused  by  the  * 
deaths  of  Messrs.  Blake  and  Earle.     A  model,  prepared  in  clay  by  Randolph 
Rogers  of  Rome,  was  adopted  by  the  executive  and  general  committee.     The 
wishes  and  tastes  of  the  surviving  soldiers  of  the  war  had  been  constantly  kept 
in  view.     They  were  repi*osented  lx>th  upon  the  general  and  the  executive 
committees,  and  the  local  po^t  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  was  invited 
to  inspect  and  sipprovc  the  models  submitted  for  examination.    The  cost  of  the' 
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Here  John  Adams  the  Aucce^^jsor  of  Washingtcui  in  the  Presidency,  tnu«^t  the 
gnimmar  school  from  August,  1755,  to  October,  1758.  This  lot  was  salise- 
quently  exchaugcd  for  one  on  the  west  side  of  Summer  Street,  wl)|ero  n  sdiool- 
house  of  about  the  same  proportions  was  built,  which  has  cmly  latej^  -been 
demolished.  At  the  same  time  (A.  D.  1800)  a  similar  one  wasbuib  on  a  ledge 
in  front  of  the  site  now  occupied  bv^the,]§|rst  Baptist  Church.^  This  schooMioms 
was  removedi^sortlefihyycarsft^,tbthe  south-cast  corner  of  the  buiial^i^roiiad 
on  the  comiiiogt,  jiist  9orth  of  the' present  maH.  '^\^        ^ ''  • 

In  March,  1740,  tlioVsnm  oCr£100  was  appropriated  for  sc^ook^' £5v  to  be 
applied  towards  keeping  ^  gram  mat  school  and  £50  di^idccf^  Mooq^j^'^e  quar- 
ters or  s^t*ts  as  usual,  provided:  the  body  of  the  town  keep  a  graiuifl&r^^^diool 
the  year,  and  save  the  town  from  presentment ;  and  provided  the  skirts  Ho  in 
the  whole  have  12  months  schooling  of  a  writing  master,  and^atall  the  schools 
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In  March,  1742,  it  was  voted  ''that  nin&  months  of  Ae  schooling  be  divided 
among  the  four  quarters  of  the  town  equally  —  the  school  to  be  kept  at  Dr. 
Moore's,  Thomas  Parker's,  Henry  Lee*s  and  Elisba  §mith*s ;  the  other  three 
months  in  the  schooUhouse.'* 

In  1745,  a  committee  appointed  to  recommend  a  school  system,  reported 
the  following :  — 

*^  I.    Ii0£  for  support  of  schools. 

^^  IL  That  a  number  of  inhabitants,  Uvin  remote  .from  the  fl^ho61*honse  have  the 
benefit  of  such  sums  as  they  shall  be  assessed  toward  re  11 0£  —  to  support  Suitable 
schools  to  instruct  and  teach  their  children  in  the  best  manner' they  may  be  able.** 
[Here  follows  a  list  of  the  families  to  l>e  so  assessed.] 

"  III.  The  Remainder  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  town  living  within  the  aforesaid 
familys  to  make  up  by  a  subscription  or  some  other  method  a  sudlcient  sum  including 
their  part  of  said  tax  to  maintain .  and  liieep  a  grammar  [High]  school  at  ye .  school* 
house  in  sd  town ;  so  that  ye  town  may^'not  \f%  at  any  time  presented  for  want  of  ye 
same.  "   ;"  '  >*•'- 

"IV.  The  aforesaid  families,  freed  from  paying  to  the^otrn  s^hoole  as  aforesaid^ 
shall  and  may  at  any  time  send  smy  of  their  children  t6'l>e  schooled  at  ye  schobl-bonse, 
without  pajipg  anything  therefor. 

"  V.  Some'  suitable  persons  to  be  appointed  by  the  town  to  take  effectqal  care  that 
the  money  so  assessed*be  layd  olit  in  such  way  and  manner  as  is  proposcil.*' 

A  committee  .appointed  in  1748  to  fix  the  town.pjlat  (j.  ^.  ihe  centre  dia- 
trict)  and  to  determine  tbo  places  for  school-houses  in. the  fowrquarter^  of  the 
town,  made  a  report  which  was  accepted,  fixing  the  outlying  school-houses  as 
follows  :  '^East  quarter,  between  Bcnj.  Flugg's  k  Maltbias  Steams  ;  west,  ye 
crotch  of  the  path  between  old  Mr.  Johnson  &  his  sou  Solomon ;  south,  on  3-0 
hill  between  Xatbl  Moore  Jr.  &  Wm.  Elder's ;  north,  near  Lt.  Fisk's.** 

It  early  became  evident  that  a  more  thorough  and  more  constant  system  of 
education  was  required  for  the  children  of  the  central  portion  of  the  town  than 
was  practicable  in  the  outer  and  sparsely  settled  districts.     At  the  request  of 


UMWBMoi  ov  I.  H.  WAUtn,  w«toB«nu>,  x 


EDUCATIONAL  PROGRESS.  609 


the  inhabitants  of  the  central  district,  or  of  many  of  them,  it  was  voted  in 
1752  ^that  inhabitants  in  the  centre  of  the  bow  extending:  one  mile  and  a  half 
round  the  school-house  have  allowed  them  their  proportion  of  money  for  ye 
support  of  schooling,  provided  they  do  bona  fide  Keep  a  grammar  school  ye 
whole  year,  and  if  their  proportion  of  the  money  will  procure  a  school  master 
more  than  12  weeks,  the  usual  time  they  have  of  late  had  schooling  there,  any 
person  may  have  liberty  to  send  their  children  after  said  12  weeks."  In  1763, 
James  Putnam,  John  Chandler  and  others  were  granted  leave  to  set  up  a 
school-house  on  such  portion  of  the  town  land  as  the  selectmen  should  think 
proper.  A  one-story  house,  with  two  rooms  on  the  floor,  was  erected  on  the 
ministerial  land,  easterly  from  Main  Street,  south  of  the  site  of  the  Worcester 
Bank  block.  "During  the  Revolution,"  says  Lincoln,  "it  was  converted  into 
a  dwelling,  and  remained  until  modern  improvements  swept  away  the  ancient 
house  and  the  venerable  elms  that  embowered  its  lowly  roof."  In  1769  the 
proprietors  of  this  school  were  allowed  £16  by  the  town,  "they  engaging  that 
the  school  shall  be  free  for  all  persons  in  the  town  desirous  of  learning  the 
languages,"  i.  e.,  Latin  and  Greek.  Among  those  who  were  fitted  for  college 
(Harvard)  in  this  school  were,  probably,  Rufus,  Nathaniel  and  William  Chan- 
dler, sons  of  the  second  judge  John  Chandler,  Dr.  William  Paine  and  his 
brothers  Samuel  and  Nathaniel,  James  Putnam,  Jr.,  and  Daniel  Bigelow  (after- 
wards comity  attorney). 

The  appropriation  for  schools  in  1781  was  £4,000 ;  in  1782,  £100.  The 
former  sum  was  in  Continental  money,  the  latter  in  redeemable  currency. 
The  town  was  again  presented  in  1785  for  not  maintaining  a  grammar  school, 
and  the  committee  on  public  schools  were  instructed  to  agree  with  the  proprie- 
tors of  the  private  institution  to  exempt  the  town  from  future  fine.  A  second 
association  of  gentlemen,  uniting  in  a  stock  company,  hired  a  lot  of  land 
(which  they  afterwards  purchased),  just  north  of  the  present  State  Mutual  Life 
Assurance  Company's  building,  and  erected  a  school-house  in  1792.  Here  two 
schools  were  opened,  — one  for  the  common  elementary  studies,  and  the  other 
for  the  highest  branches  of  academic  education.  These  schools  were  founded 
by  the  proprietors  especially  for  the  advantage  of  their  own  children;  and, 
when  these  had  grown  up  and  entered  college  or  engaged  in  business  affairs, 
the  schools  began  to  languish,  and  in  July,  1801,  the  building  and  land  were 
sold  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  centre  district.  The  building  was  moved  back 
about  fifty  feet  from  the  street,  and  occupied  by  schools  until  some  thirty-five 
years  ago,  when  a  new  school-house  of  brick  was  built  just  north  of  the  old 
one,  and  the  latter  was  sold,  moved  forward  to  its  original  site,  and,  its  front 
having  been  covered  with  a  brick  wall,  converted  into  stores  and  offices.  The 
second  ^ centre  school-house"  was  occupied  about  twenty  years,  when  it  was 
sold  to  David  S.  Me^singer  (in  18C7),  and  converted  into  stores  and  dwellings. 
The  original  brick  school-bouse  in  Thomas  Street  was  built  in  1832,  on  land 
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'  devised  to  the  city  bj  Isaiah  Thomas.    It  stood  immediately  in  finont  of  the 
present  building. 

We  have  seen  that  the  town,  from  time  to  time,  appointed  a  special  oommit- 
tee  to  hire  a  teacher  or  to  manage  the  schools, — a  duty  which,  without  sudi 
action,  vested  in  the  selectmen.  It  was  very  early  felt  that  different  qualifica^ 
tions  were  necessary  for  the  management  of  schools  than  for  the  general 
administration  of  town  affairs.  In  1823  a  committee,  of  which  Samuel  Bf. 
Bumside  was  chairman,  was  appointed  at  a  school  meeting  of  the  centre  dis- 
trict to  report  upon  the  general  concerns  of  the  district.  The  report  of  this 
eommittee  *  contains,  besides  other  recommendations  of  importance,  the  fol- 
lowing :  — 

'  ^^In  the  Hiird  plaee^  Tear  Conmxittee  recommend,  that  a  board  of  twelve  overseers  be 
dmefa  annually  by  ballot,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  in  conjunction  with  the  Selectmen, 
to  determine  upon  the  quali6cations  of  instructors  and  to  cootract  with  them  for  their 

'  serrices ;  —  to  determine  upon  the  attainments  of  scholars,  to  be  admitted  into  said 
Schools  respectively : — to  prescribe  the  course  of  instruction  therein,  and  all  necessary 
mles  and  regulations  for  the  government  thereof;  —  to  determine  upon  all  complaints 
of  instructors,  of  parents  or  of  scholars,  which  may  arise  in  relation  to  said  schools,  or 
either  of  them ;  —  to  visit  and  examine  said  schools  respectively,  at  stated  periods  dnr> 
ing  the  year ;  —  to  encourage,  in  ever}-  suitable  manner,  both  instructors  and  scholars 

s  in  the  performance  of  their  relative  duties ;  and  to  make  a  report  in  writing  annoa)ly 
to  the  District,  of  the  condition  of  said  Schools  during  the  period  of  their  office." 

The  recommendations  of  the  report  were  adopted.  Mr.  Boruside*s  asso- 
ciates on  the  committee  making  the  report  were  Aaron  Bancroft,  Jonathan 
Going,  Levi  Lincoln,  Otis  Corbclt,  and  Samuel  Jcnnison.  The  first  board  of 
overseers  included  all  the  members  of  the  committee  except  Mr.  Jcnuisou, 
with  Aretius  B.  Hull,  Lo.nmmi  Ives  Iloadley,  John  Davis,  Theophilus  Wheeler, 
Enoch  FInirg,  Benjamin  Cbapin,  and  Frederick  W.  Paine.  In  accordance  with 
other  recommendations  of  the  report,  the  schools  of  the  di?trict  were  graded, 
and  special  anthority  was  ()I)tained  from  the  Legislature  to  raise  money  by 
assessment  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  district.  Three  years  after  the  date  of  the 
report,  Mr.  Bnrnsidc,  being  sent  to  the  House  of  Iteprescntativcs,  embodied 
his  plnn  of  a  special  board  of  public  officers  to  have  charge  of  schools  in  ''A 
bill  to  further  provide  for  the  instruction  of  youth,"  and  procured  the  passa<^ 
of  the  same  by  the  Legisbiturc.  The  practice  of  vesting  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  pul)lic  schools  iu  a  committee  elected  directly  by  the  people  is 
believed  to  have  boon  first  adopted  here,  and  its  extension  over  the  whole  State 
was  due  to  the  etioits  of  Mr.  Burnside. 

The  report  of  the  '^Overseers"  for  1828  shows  that,  in  addition  to  the 
[Latin]  grammar  school  which  was  supported  by  the  town,  and  which  was  fc^ 
boys  only,  eight  permanent  schools  and  one  temporary  one  had  been  established 
by  the  district.     They  comprised  the  north  and  south  infant  schools,  kept  in 
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the  smnll  school-houses  built  in  1800,  and  situated  respectively  on  the  west 
side  of  Summer  Street,  find  on  the  south-east  part  of  the  common ;  the  north 
tmdr&outh  primary  schools  (both  kept  in  the  centre  school-house)  ;  the  second 
female  school  and  the  Engli<?h  school  fpr  boj^s;  and  the  female  high  school, 
which  corresponded  to  the  Latin  grammar  school,  except  that  English  branches 
only  were  tanglit;  the  African  school,  situated  on  the  eastern  corner  of  the 
Pine  Street  burial-ground,  which  had  just  been  established,  and  which  wos 
maintained  until  1854 ;  and  the  apprentices'  school,  kept  for  three  months  in 
the  winter  for  apprentices  and  clerks. 

A  recommendation  made  by  Dr,  Bancroft  was  adopted  Feb.  23,  1825,  and 
it  was  ordered  **  that  at  two  oVlock  of  the  afternoon  of  the  Saturday  which 
closes  the  scholastic  year,  a  public  address  be  annually  delivered  in  one  of  the 
houses  for  public  worship,  hj^  some  person  appointed  by  the  board  ;  the  propu* 
nent  objects  of  which  shall  be,  to  illustrate  the  importance  of  good  education 
and  the  best  method  of  acquiring  and  extending  such  an  education;  and  gire 
to  the  district  assembled  a  just  view  of  the  manner  in  which  their  schools  are 
and  should  be  conducted.  Let  this  address  be  followed  b}'  prayer.  Let  proper 
measures  bo  taken  to  insure  a  full  audience  from  the  District,  and  let  the  pupils 
of  each  school  be  seated  together,  with  their  txjachcr  at  their  head.  Fnrther 
pageantr}',  the  committee  think,  would  bo  unnecessary  and  useless.**  This 
pleasant  custom  was  continued  until  about  the  year  1840,  when  the  increase  pf 
population  had  rendered  it  impossible  to  collect  all  the  school  children  of  the 
town  in  a  single  church.  The  first  three  addresses  were  delivered  by  meixibert 
of  the  first  board  of  overseers,  —  Aiaron  Bancroft,  Samuel  M.  Burtiside,  atfd 
Jonathan  Going. 

On  the  incorporation  of  the  city  in  1848,  there  were  eight  infant  schools^ 
five  primar3%  three  grammar,  the  high  school  and  the  African  school  in  the 
centre  district,  and  fifteen  schools  in  the  thirteen  outer  districts.  AH  these  at 
once  came  under  the  charge  of  the  city. 

In  1844  public  sentiment  had  so  far  advanced  here  that  it  was  deemed  hotii 
desirable  and  safe  to  give  a  classical  educrition  to  girls,  and  a  town  meeting 
oVdcred  the  establishment  of  the  "Classical  and  English  High  School,**  which 
should  be  open  to  scholars  from  the  whole  town,  and  be  capable  of  accommb- 
dating  at  least  sevent^'-fivc  boys  and  one  hundred  girls.  The  sum  of  $12,000 
was  appropriated  for  the  erection  of  a  new  building,  and  a  committee,  of  which 
Samuel  F.  Haven  was  chairman,  was  appointed  to  build  and  start  the  school. 
A  substantial  brick  building,*  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  half  basement,  was 
erected  on  the  sotith*we<it  comer  of  Walnut  and  Maple  streets.  A  large  school* 
room  on  the  first  floor,  with  which  two  recitation-rooms  connected,  was  devoted 
to  the  Engliikh  department,  and  there  were  similar  accommodations  in  the 
second  story  for  the  classical  department.  Elbridge  Smith  (now  master  of  the 
Dorchester  high  school)  was  the  first  principal,  continuing  from  Aug.  5,  ISiS^ 
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the  opening  day,  to  September*  1847.  His  first  sssislant,  wbo  had  ^Auucge  cl 
the  lower  scbool-rooro,  was  Hashrouck  D:ivis»  second  son  of  Got.  Dm^ia.  Hm 
other  assistants  were  ilartba  K.  Baldwin  and  Anna  F.  Brown  (tbe  late  ^Irs. 
Charles  Washburn).  William  E.  Starr  succeeded  Mr.  Davis  in  September, 
184C,  and  continued  in  charge  of  the  English  de|>artment  for  ten  years.  The 
other  principals  have  l>ecn :  Nelson  Wheeler*  George  Capron,  L.  D.  Chapin 
(for  one  mouth),  Osgood  Johnson,  Homer  B.  Sprague,  Harris  R.  Greene, 
J.  F.  Clailtn,  Ellis  Peterson  (for  two  periods),  Abner  H.  Ihivis,  Joseph  W. 
Fairbanks,  and  S:imucl  Thurbcr.  Among  the  as:>istants  have  l)cen :  George  P. 
Fbher  (now  of  New  Ilavcn),  James  M.  Whitou,  Phiueas  W.  Catkins,  Jumes 
EL  Lombard,  and  others  wbo  have  nttaincd  to  fame.  Of  the  present  corps, 
one  is  in  her  fifteenth  year  of  service,  aud  another  in  her  twelfth.  Changes  in 
the  internal  arrangements  of  the  high-school  building  were  made,  from  year 
to  year,  to  accommodate  the  increasing  numl>cr  of  pupils,  but  it  was  impossi- 
ble to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  rapidly-increasing  population.  The  report 
of  the  school  committee  for  the  year  18G5,  written  by  Rev.  Rush  R.  Sbippen, 
expressed  the  hope  that  the  building  might  be  turned  into  a  grammar  school, 
and  a  more  convenient  and  suitable  building  bo  erected  for  the  high  school. 
This  recommendation  was  afterwards  renewed  by  ^layor  Blake  and  Superintend- 
ent Marble.  In  February,  180!),  the  school  committee  referred  tho  subject  to 
the  sub-committee  on  school-houses,  who  made  a  favorable  rej^ort,  and,  a  month 
later,  a  petition  for  a  new  high  school,  signed  by  a  thousand  and  six  citizens, 
endorsed  by  the  school  committee,  wtis  referred  to  tho  City  Council.  The  lat- 
ter body  placed  tho  matter  in  the  hands  of  its  joint  committee  on  education. 
A  lot  of  land,  south  of  tho  old  building  and  cast  of  the  girls'  playground,  was 
bought;  a  design,  furnished  l)}-  Ganihrill  &  Richardson,  architects,  of  New 
York,  was  adopted ;  and  a  contract  was  made  with  the  Messrs.  Xorcross 
Brothers  for  the  erection  of  the  building,  under  the  supervision  of  Earle  & 
Fuller,  architects,  of  this  city.  The  now  building  was  erected  upon  the  old 
playgrounds,  the  land  in  front  being  raised  to  form  a  terrace.  The  exercises 
of  dedication,  which  were  attended  by  a  large  number  of  invited  guests  from 
abroad  as  well  as  from  this  city,  were  held  Dec.  30,  1871.  Mayor  Dlakc,  to 
whom  the  enterprise  owed  much  of  its  success,  had  died  in  December,  1670, 
and  the  Hon.  Edward  Earle,  mayor  in  1871,  presided  at  the  dedication.  lie 
reviewed  the  history  of  the  new  building,  and  described  its  structure.  The 
Hon.  P.  Emory  Aldrich,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  high  school, 
receiving  the  keys  at  the  mayor's  hand.<,  gave  the  history  of  the  school  itself. 
Other  addresses  were  made  by  Abner  II.  Davis,  master  of  the  school  ;  Albert 
P.  Marble,  superintendent  of  schools ;  the  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Bullock,  Hon. 
John  Eaton,  Jr.,  United  States  commissioner  of  education,  and  other  Gen- 
tlemen.* 

Tho  first  principal  of  tho  high  school,  Mr.  Smith,  gave  a  course  of  public 

*  A  fuU  report  of  the  exercises  is  preserved  iu  pamphlet  form. 
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lectures,  Ihe  proceeds  of  which,  supplemented  by  a  liberal  gift  from  the  Hon. 
Stephen  Salisbury,  were  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  philosophical  apparatus. 
In  1859  the  Hon.  Alexander  II.  Bullock,  while  mayor,  gave  (he  city  $1,000 
(which  was  $400  more  than  his  salary)  as  a  fund,  the  income  of  w*hich  should 
be  appropriated  for  the  encouragement  of  scholarship  and  deportment.  For 
seven  years,  twenty  silver  medals  were  annually  distributed  among  as  many 
scholars  designated  by  a  committee  of  citizens  chosen  for  the  purpose.  In 
1868,  with  the  consent  of  the  donor,  the  name  of  the  fund  was  changed  to 
the  Bullock  fund  ifor  the  library  and  apparatus. 

A  fine-toned  bell  and  two  fountains  for  the  terrace  were  given,  on  the  com- 
pletion of  the  new  building,  by  William  Dickinson,  Esq. ;  a  large  tower-clock 
and  twelve  smaller  ones  in  the  school- rooms  by  Mayor  Earle,  and  a  grand  piano 
by  the  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury.  No  less  than  sixty-four  graduates  or  students 
of  the  school  served  with  the  northern  army  in  the  last  war,  and  fourteen  gave 
their  lives  to  their  country.  The  building  and  the  additional  land  cost  nearly 
$180,000.  It  is  one  of  the  very  finest  buildings,  architecturally,  in  the.  city, 
but  its  site  is  unfortunate,  for  there  is  no  easily  accessible  point  from  which  its 
beauty  can  be  fully  appreciated.  The  whole  number  of  sittings  in  the  high 
school  is  502.  Six  male  teachers  and  seven  female  teachers  are  employed. 
The  average  attendance  of  pupils  during  the  twelve  months  ending  Nov.  80, 
1878,  was  441.1.     Salaries  paid  to  the  thirteen  teachers,  $13,660. 

The  present  number  of  school-houses  in  the  city  is  36,  with  sitting3  for 
8,997  pupils.  The  average  daily  attendance  last  jear  was  7,124,  which  was 
93.9  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  belonging  to  the  schools.  The  whole  number 
of  teachers  was : — for  the  day  schools,  191 ;  evening  schools,  11  males  and  14 
females ;  free  evening  drawing  schools,  3  males.  Of  the  school-houses  twenty- 
seven  are  of  brick,  several  of  them  of  fine  appearance.  The  buildings  are 
valued  at  $595,500  and  the  land  devoted  to  them  at  $246,017  more.  Of  the 
7,873  children  belonging  to  the  public  schools  at  the  close  of  the  fall  term  in 
1878,  the  birth-places  were  as  follows: — United  States,  7,418  ;  Ireland,  131 ; 
Canada,  116;  England,  104;  Germany,  9;  Scotland,  29;  France,  If  New 
Brunswick,  3  ;  Nova  Scotia,  7  ;  Sweden,  30 ;  Norway,  1 ;  Denmark,  2 ;  Wales, 
3 ;  Italy,  5 ;  Africa,  1 ;  Belgium,  3 ;  Azores,  2 ;  West  Indies,  1 ;  Poland,  1. 

The  excellence  of  the  public  schools  of  Worcester  has  alwa^-s  been  a  barrier 
to  the  success  of  private  schools  to  any  great  extent,  and  has  had  the  effect  to 
keep  the  standard  of  the  private  institutions  very  high.  For  several  years 
past  schools  have  been  maintained  by  the  parish  of  St.  John's  Church,  under 
the  instruction  of  the  Sisters  of  Notre  Dame,  with  an  httendance  of  about  one 
thousand  pupils.  About  one  hundred  pupils  attend  the  State  Normal  School, 
and  the  number  in  the  private  schools  is  about  ninety-seven.* 

The  cost  of  schools  in  the  centre  district  for  the  year  ending  April,  1839, 
was  $4,200.99.    The  cost  for  the  other  districts  was  probably  a  less  sum.  The 

*  Bee  the  Coimtj  liietory  in  the  fint  ]^azt  of  tfiis  work. 
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ftinoant  paid  on  account  of  tho  schools  in  tho  whole  city  in  1878,  was  $141,- 
678.49.  Of  the  one  hundred  and  niucty-ono  regukir  teachers,  one  handred 
are  graduates  of  the  State  Normal  Schools,  or  of  tho  Worcester  Traintog  School, 
which  was  maintained  for  six  years  previous  to  the  establishment  of  the  Normal 
School  in  Worcester,  which  was  opened  in  September,  1874. 

Tho  art  of  drawing  is  taught  in  all  the  schools.  In  October,  1870,  free 
evening  drawing  schools  were  established,  open  to  all  residents  of  Worcester 
over  fifteen  years  of  age  who  do  uc^  attend  school.  In  1872  the  upper  rooms 
of  the  Walnut  Street  school-house  were  assigned  to  the  use  of  these  schoob, 
and  the  sum  of  $2,00Q  was  appro^iriated  for  the  p'urchiisevof  casts  of  master- 
pieces of  sculpture,  which  was  judiciously  expended.  Exo^ent  results  have 
been  obtained  frdm  the  tuition  given  in  these  schools. 

The  school  system  of  Worcester  was  represented  at  the  world's  fair  held  in 
Vienna,  in  1872^  .  The  contribution  comprised  a  largo  prbted  chart,  showing 
statistics  of  population,  valuation,  school  attendance,  &c«  t  the  gradesi  and  sub- 
grades  of  ecbools,  topics  of  instruction  for  each  grade,  tfumber  of  schools;  of 
teachers,  male  and  female,  and  their  salaries ;  of  pupils,  male  and  female,  and 
their  average  ago  for  each  grade;  and  facts  aliout  th^  other  educational  and 
benevolent,  institutions  of  the  city;  also  an  album  of  ^otogcaphs,  showing 
the  exterior  of  twelve  or  fifteen  school-houses  and  their  interior  arrangement, 
and  all  the  other  instit4itious  of  learning  about  the  city,  fncludihgtiie  free 
public  library  and  the  Antiquarian  Hull ;  with  these  was  a^rief  description  of 
each ;  andlastly  eight  volumes  of  .catalog;ues  and  pamphlob  relating  to  edoca- 
tion  in  the  city.     The  contribution  was  honored  with  adiplopa  of  m^rit.     A 
fuller  exhibition  was  m^dQ  at  the  Ceutenmal  Exposition' at  Philadelphia   in 
1876.  ^         •  ^  •  »  -        - 
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CHAPTfi^  XI. 

THE  BEGCs'NIXO  OF  RAILROADS  IN  WORCESTER  —  THE  BOSTON  AND  WORCESTER 
—  THE  WESTERN  ROAD  —  THE  NGinVICH  AND  WORCESTER — THE  PHOVI- 
DENCE  AND  WORCESTER  —  THE  WORCESTER  AND  NASHUA —  THE  BOSTON, 
BARRE  AND  GARDNER  —  THE  WORCESTER  AND  SHREWSBURY  —  THE  WORCESTER 
HORSE    R.\ILR0AD. 

The  first  raiIro»id  station  in  Worcester,  built  for  the  first  railroad,  the  Boston 
and  "Worcester,  occupied  the  site  of  tho  prescDt  "Worcester  Bauk  Block  ou 
Foster  Street.  The  bell  Avhich  gave  wnrning  of  the  departure  of  trains,  was 
suspended  from  a  tree  near  the  corner  of  Main  Street.  The  cars  were  small 
and  of  the  English  pattern,  built  after  the  fashion  of  stage-coaches,  iu  two 
compartments  with  doors  at  the  sides.     The  brakeracu  sat  upon  the  **  driver's 
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seat"  on  top,  and  the  conductor  passed  from  car  to  car  by  a  platform  running 
along  the  sides. 

The  engines  were  small  affairs,  some  of  them  imported  from  England. 
There  were  at  first  three  passenger  trains  daily,  on  week  days  only,  and  the 
time  occupied  in  the  journey  was  from  two  and  onc-bulf  to  three  hours.  The 
first  through  train  arrived  in  Worcester,  July  4,  1835.* 

Of  the  five  oriiriual  conductors  on  this  road,  Thomas  Tucker  of  West- 
borough,  and  George  S.  Howe  of  this  city,  survive.  The  total  receipts  of  the 
road  for  the  first  six  months  of  its  existence  were : — from  passengers,  $72,- 
912.12;  from  freight,  $18,828.21;  net  income,  $51,272.67.  Whole  number 
of  passengers  conveyed,  72,558. 

April  25,  1838,  Daniel  Waldo,  Stephen  Salisbury  and  Levi  Lincoln  were 
incorporated,  with  their  associates,  under  the  name  of  the  Worcester  Branch 
Railroad  Company,  with  authority  to  build  a  railroad  from  Lincoln  Square  to 
the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad  (through  the  valley),  and  also  with  the 
consent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  the  County  Commissioners,  to 
build  a  line  from  Lincoln  Square  through  Main  Street  to  a  position  near  the 
passenger  station  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  Railroad.  The  road  was  built 
upon  the  first-named  route  about  the  year  1841.  It  followed  the  line  of  Unioo 
Street  for  the  whole  or  greater  part  of  its  course,*  and  was  only  abandoned 
after  the  opening  of  the  Worcester  and  Nashua  Railroad.  The  original  charter 
provided  that  only  horse-power  should  be  used,  but  this  was  modified  to  allow 
the  use  of  steam.  The  road  was  a  great  convenience  to  the  manufacturers  along 
its  line.  A  large  brick  freight-house  was  erected  at  the  junction  of  Lincoln 
Square  with  Summer  Street,  for  which  there  could  be  little  use.  The  building 
was  afterwards  purchased  by  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  and  has  since  been  used 
as  a  boot-factory  and  a  store-house. 

By  a  resolve  passed  June  14,  1827,  the  governor  was  authorized  to  cause 
the  survey  of  a  railroad  route  from  Boston  to  the  State  line  of  New  York,  and 
with  the  permission  of  the  New  York  Legislature  to  the  Hudson  River. 

The  Western  Railroad  was  incorporated  March  15,  1833,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  a  railroad  from  the  western  termination  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester 
Railroad  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  State.  Of  the  original  stock,  $3,000,- 
.000,  the  Commonwealth,  which  is  still  a  very  large  stockholder,  took  one-third. 
As  '^the  western  termination'*  of  the  Boston  railroad  was  near  Main  Sti*ect,  it 
was  for  many  years  claimed  by  Worcester  people  that  the  Western  road  should 
have  its  eastern  terminus  at  that  point.  It  was  fixed,  however,  at  Washington 
Square.  But  to  comply  with  the  spirit  of  the  charter,  and  to  bring  passengers 
into  the  centre  of  the  town,  all  the  passengers  trains  were  **  switched  **  at  the 
Square,  and  arrived  at  and  departed  from  the  Foster  Street  station  for  several 
years,  or  until  the  establishment  of  through  express  trains  to  Now  York  led  to 
the  abandonment  of  this  practice.    Regular  trains  to  Springfield  began  running 

*  See  Ceuity  Hiskvj,  pp.  63  «<  Mf • 
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Oct.  1,  1839,  the  through  time  from  Boston  bemg  a  little  more  tbao  nix 
hoars. 

Trams  began  to  ran  regularly  oyer  the  Norwich  and  Worcester  Railroad 
(chartered  in  March,  1833),  April  1,  1840.  To  secure  a  **  union  station,"  that 
of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road  was  moved  a  few  rods  easterly,  forming  the 
east  wing  of  the  new  building,  for  which  a  south  wing  was  built  to  accom- 
modate the  Norwich  cars,  and  a  central  portion  contained  the  ticket-of&ce, 
.waiting  and  refreshment  rooms,  while  the  second  story  was  occupied  as  a 
dwelling.  The  opening  of  this  road,  in  connection  with  a  line  of  small  steam- 
boats running  from  Norwich,  furnished  the  first  continuous  steam-line  between 
Boston  and  New  York.  The  famous  Cunard  lino  of  steamsbii^s  to  England, 
originally  rau  ouly  between  Liverpool  and  Boston.  Leaving  Liverpool  on 
Saturdays,  and  occupying  frequently  fifteen  days  for  their  trip,  they  often 
arrived  at  Boston  on  Sunday  morning.  The  eagerness  of  passengers  bound 
South  to  reach  their  destination,  and  the  desire  of  New  York  merchants  to 
obtain  their  fortnightly  foreign  mail  without  loss  of  time,  together  with  the 
enterprise  of  the  newspaper  publishers  of  New  York,  led  to  the  running  of  a 
special  train  over  this  route  on  such  occasions,  an  event  which  drew  a  large 
concourse  of  citizens  to  the  station.* 

On  the  completion  of  the  Long  Island  R^iilroad  from  Brooklyn  to  Greenport* 
the  first  ''through  by  daylight"  line  between  New  York  and  Boston  was  formed, 
passengers  taking  the  ferry  to  Brooklyn,  and  being  conveyed  from  Greeni>ort 
to  New  London  by  a  swift  steamer.  From  the  latter  point  they  came,  via 
Norwich,  to  Worcester,  and  so  On  to  Boston.  This  route  was  quite  popular 
for  a  time,  but  the  completion  of  a  railroad  from  New  York  to  Spriugtield  via 
New  Haven  furnished  an  all-rail  route  which  dispenrsed  Avith  all  water-carriage, 
and  the  Long  Island  Hue,  as  a  through  route,  was  a))au(loncd. 

The  Providence  and  Worcester  Railroad  had  for  its  first  conductors  William 
H.  Jourdan  and  John  E.  Taft,  the  latter  of  whom  has  continued  to  act  as 
conductor,  except  for  a  brief  interval,  to  the  present  time.  Foster  Street  was 
the  railroad  centre  of  the  town  at  the  time,  and  by  arrangement  Aviih  the 
Norwich  and  Worces^ter  Company,  the  Provic^^uce  road  occupied  the  station 
of  the  former  jointly,  for  a])out  a  year.  From  that  time  until  Feb.  IG,  1S77, 
the  Providence  cars  ran  to  Green  Street ;  they  now  run  to  the  Union  Station. 

•  The  Cuuard  Company  afterwards  boiran  to  make  weekly  trips  altcraaioly  to  Boston  and  Xew 
York.  Oil  the  coinplctinu  of  tiio  tcloirmnli  to  IlaHfax,  .'in  :il)5>tract  of  tho  foreign  ucws,  prepared 
by  tbe  agent  at  Liverpool  of  tb'^  Anierirnn  Assoi  iateil  Press,  was  telegraphed  fmm  Halifax  to  tho 
daily  newspapers  belonging  to  the  a>sociarion.  Later  on,  n  similar  abstraet  brought  by  a  liuo  of 
steamers  running  to  Quebec,  was  t^ent  on  t>lioro  at  Fatlier  l\»int  (Ptunt  anx  Peres)  on^  the  St- 
Lawrence,  from  whence  it  was  trlogrnphed  in  the  same  way.  Th.-  ni  :.t  stt  p  takeu  by  the  cuter- 
prirting  newsmen  was  to  have  the  news  despatch,  enelostd  in  a  wattr-tight  tin  e:i^c,  i  i:i  ui'»::!;ted 
by  t\  red  Hag,  t brown  overboanl  from  tho  westward-bound  steamers  as  they  ncarcd  Capo  Race  to 
tako  a  new  departuro  Routhwaril.  Ve]iture<ome  fishermen  cruised  in  b^anh  of  tUrso  l>acka;je*, 
stimulated  by  the  reward  attcudinc:  iheir  safe  delivery  at  the  station  at  Cai>c  Kacc.  Tlio  comply- 
tioQ  ot  tlio  sabmarino  Atlantic  tclegfaph-cable  superseded  all  Ibcso  iu«jcuious  devices. 
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Although  Worcester  people  had  lent  their  aid,  by  subscribing  to'  the  stock 
of  the  railroads  which  had  previously  been  built,  the  first  one  which  was 
'especially  a  local  enterprise  was  the  Worcester  and  Nashua,  opened  Dec.  18, 
1848.  The  companj',  by  purchase,  obtained  the  rijrht  to  u$e  the  north  track  in 
the  Boston  and  Worcester  station,  And  continued  to  do  so  until  1877,  when  the 
•trains  began  to  run  to  the  Union  Passenger  Station.  For  some  time  after  the 
opening  of  the  road,  passengers  and  baggage  for  the  West  Avcro  transferred  by 
coaches  until  an  extension  of  the  tracks  was  made  to  the '*  Junction,"  whero 
cxchanircs  were  made  with  the  Western  and  the  Providence  roads. 

Among  the  railroad  routes  to  the  west  first  discussed  in  5Ia?«sachusett8,  one 
over  the  Hoosac  Mountain  was  prominent.  As  one  link  in  the  proposed  chain, 
the  Boston,  Barre  and  Gardner  Railroad,  which  wouUl  practically  bo  a  continu- 
ation of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  road,  was  chartered  in  1848.  The  building 
of  the  Western  Railroad  gave  a  check  to  the  enterprise,  for  nobody  was  so  wild 
at  that  time  as  to  think  that  more  than  one  route  would  ever  bo  required.  The 
charter  was  kept  alivo,  however,  by  successive  acts  of  the  legislature ;  first, 
because  it  might  prove  wise  to  build  it  merely  as  a  local  road,  and  secondly, 
l)ecauie  the  project  of  tunneling  the  Hoosac  Mountain  soon  began  to  l)e 
agitated  afresh.  The  subsequent  beginning  and  assured  completion  of  ttio 
latter  enterprise  gave  ncAV  life  to  the  dormant  charter,  and  the  road  to  Gardner 
giving  connection  with  the  tunnel  route  was  opened  Sept.  4,  1871.  This  rail- 
road was  largely  built  by  the  municipal  aid  of  the  towns  upon  its  route.  Tho 
city  of  Worcester  subscribed  $260,000  to  tho  enterprise. 

The  depression  in  business  which  prevailed  through  the  country  since  1878 
seriously  aficctcd  the  Nashua  and  the  Gardner  railroad:?,  which  had  assumed 
burdens  not  contemplated  in  their  original  charters.  iMcasurcs  of  S^licf, 
through  scaling  down  tho  interest  on  their  indebtedness,  have  been  adopted, 
"which  it  is  hoped  will  bo  cflcctual. 

The  Worcester  and  Shrewsbury  Railroad,  chartered  in  1873,  was  built  upon 
the  narrow-gauge  plan,  and  was  opened  to  traffic,  for  passengers  only,  as  far 
as  Lake  Quinsigamond,  the  pres(Mit  terminus,  in  the  same  3'ear.  The  road 
begins  on  Shrewsbury  Street,  north  of  the  Union  Station,  follows  the  line  of 
that  street  and  East  Worcester  Street,  and,  running  parallel  with  the  Boston 
and  Albany  Railroad,  climbs  the  ledge  througlj  which  the  latter  is  cut,  and  by 
a  Ions:  curve  descends  to  the  level  of  the  lake.  Hon.  E.  B.  Stoddard  has  been 
president  of  the  road  from  the  beginning  until  the  present  autumn  (1879).  Ho 
is  succeeded  by  Col.  A.  George  Bullock.  The  receipts  of  the  road  for  the 
year  ending  Sept.  30,  1879,  were  $10,473.09.  A  little  settlement,  called 
Lake  View,  has  sprung  up  on  the  eastern  slope  of  the  hill,  near  the  lake,  and 
a  school-house,  in  which  religious  services  are  held  on  Sundays,  has  been  built 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  i^eople. 

The  Worcester  Horse  Railroad,  incorporated  in  1861,  was  built  in  1863 
from  tho  comer  of  Ldncoln  Street  and  Harrington  Avenao  to  Webster  Square, 
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with  braocbes  tbron^  Front  Street  to  Wasbington  Sqatn,  and  thxoi^ 
Pleasant  Street  to  the  junction  of  the  latter  witb  West  StreeL  lis  president 
was  Jame«  B.  Blake.  The  bea^y  operating  expenses  ci  die  first  tew  jtsn 
caused  the  road  to  (miss  into  the  bands  of  the  bondholders,  and  it  was  sokl  to  a 
new  corporation,  the  Worcester  Street  Railway  Company,  chartered  in  1869, 
of  which  Augustus  Seeley  of  New  York  is  president.  The  road  is  a  great 
pn.blic  convenience,  and  is  now  a  good  investment.  The  Pleasant  Street  ^nr 
was  taken  up  after  a  few  years. 


CHAPTER  Xn. 

BIOGRAPHIOAL  8KCTGHXS  : — DANIEL  HENCHMAN  —  JOHN   CRAKULKSL TOfOTHT 

PAINB — TIMOTHT     BIGELOW  —  JOHN    GREEN  —  LEVI    LINOOLN,    8R.  LETI 

LINOOLN,     JB.  —  CHARLES     ALLEN  —  JAMES     PUTNAM  —  FRANCIS     BLAKE  — 
'    SAMUEL    M.   BURNSIDE  —  ALFRED    D.   FOSTER JOHN   DAVIS — JOHN    C.    BAN- 
CROFT—  intlORY    WASHBURN  —  IRA    M.    BARTON SAMUEL    B.    WOODWABD-^ 

STEPHEN     SALISBURY DANIEL    WALDO  —  ISAIAH    THOMAS  —  FLINT    MERRICK 

-i-  CHARLES  DEVEN8  —  GEORGE  F.  HOAR  —  HENRY  CH.VPIN  —  PETER  C.  BACON 
— 'JOHN  S.  C.  KNOWLTON  —  GEORGE  W.  RICHARDSON  —  ISAAC  DAVIS ALEX- 
ANDER H.   BULLOCK — WILLIAM   W.    RICE  —  P.   EMORY  ALDRICH DANIEL  W. 

*  LINCOLN  —  PHINEHAS  BALL  —  JAMES  B.   BLAKE  —  EDWARD    EARLE GCOROB 

F.   TERRY  —  CLARK  JILLSON  —  EDWARD  L.    DAVIS  —  CHARLES  B.    PRATT. 

It  is  not  witliin  the  scope  of  this  history  to  enter  largely  upon  the  biographic 
aeld.  The  labors  of  genealogical  societies  and  the  pens  of  descendants  taking 
d  just  pride  in  the  character  and  achievements  of  their  distinguished  ancestors, 
6aTe  perpetuated  the  memory  of  many  of  our  former  citizens.  Wo  can  onlv 
make  allusion  to  some  families  and  some  individuals  who  have  been  especially 
prominent  in  municipal  or  political  atfairs. 

Daniel  Henchman,  a  prominent  pioneer  in  the  settlement  of  the  town,  built 
upoii  the  west  side  of  Lincoln  Street,  near  Henchman  Street.  Capt.  Ileiicbman 
was  not  long  a  resident,  but  one  of  his  sons,  Nathaniel,  lived  there  for  manv 
years.  On  the  death  of  the  latter,  Capt.  Henchman's  granddaughter,  Lvdia 
Hancock,  wife  of  Thomas  Hancock,  obtained  the  property  by  inheritance  and 
by  purchase  from  the  other  heirs,  and  on  her  death  it  passed  to  Gov.  John 
Hancock,  the  leader  of  the  Revolution,  who  built  an  elegant  mansion  on  the 
land,  which  he  frequently  occupied  as  a  summer  residence. 

The  first  clerk  of  the  judicial  courts  for  this  county  was  John  Chandler, 
son  of  John  Chandler  of  Woodstock,  then  a  town  of  this  county.  His  father 
was  the  first  Judge  of  Probate,  first  justice  of  the  Courts  of  Coinraon  Pleas 
and  General  Sessions,  and  colonel  of  the  regiment  of  militia,  offices  which  lie 
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retained  until  his  death  in  174^:  John  Chandler  of  Worcester  came  to  the 
town  from  Woodstock  in  1731 »  and  continued  to  be  clerk  until  1754.  It  was 
common  at  that  time  for  one  man  to  hold  several  public  offices,  a  custom  which 
the  increased  duties. of  the  positions,  together  with  |>nblic  sentiment  and*  in 
some  cases  the  provisions  of  Iaw«  have  to  a  considerable  extent  rendered 
obsolete.  We  find  that  our  John  Chandler,  besides  holding  the  office  of  clerk, 
was  register,  of. probate  to  1754,  register  of  deeds  to  1762,  sheriff  from  1751 
to  17G2,  selectman  from  1732  to  1736  and  from  1741  to  1754,  and  representa- 
tive from  1735  to  1740.  On  the  decease  of  his  fsither,  he  succeeded  to  the 
higher  offices  of  judge,  colonel  and  councillor.  **His  talents,"  says  Lincoln, 
**were  rather  brilliant  and  showy  than  solid  or  profound.  With  manners 
highly  popular,  he  possessed  cheerful  and  joyous  disposition,  indulging  in  jest 
and  hilarity,  and  exercised  liberal  hospitality.  While  Judge  of  Probate,  he 
kept  open  table,  on  court  da^'s,  for  the  widows  and  orphans  who  were  bro^g^t 
to  his  tribunal  by  concerns  of  business.     He  died  at  Worcester  in  1763-'* 

John  Chandler,  son  of  the  last-named,  was  born  Feb.  26_,  1720.  He,  suc- 
ceeded, as  if  by  inheritance,  to  the  military,  municipal  and  some  of  the  judicial 
offices  of  his  father,  and  was  a  man  of  high  character,  but  became  unpopular 
with  his  fellow-citizens  on  account  of  his  warmly  e>pousing  the  cause  of  the 
kins:  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Bevolution.  Ills  intc/rritv  of  character  was  shown 
by  his  course,  to  which  allusion  has  previously  been  made,*  on  preseutiug_bis 
claim  to  the  British  Government  for  loss  sustained,  bv  the  coniiscaticm  of  bis 
estates  in  this  country,  the  extreme  moderateness  of  which  gained  him  the  title 
of  •^the  honest  refugee."  The  blood  of  the  Chandlers  still  flows  iu  the  family 
of  Dr.  George  Chandler  and  of  others  who  have  received  it  on  the  maternal 
side,  among  them  being  the  Lincolns  and  Paines,  H.  G.  O.  Blake,  Mrs.  Geoi^e 
T.  Rice  and  the  children  of  the  late  Mrs.  [Governor]  John  Davis. 

Timothy  Paine,  previously  mentioned  in  .these  pages, f  the  youngest  son  of 
Nathaniel  Paine  of  Bristol,  R.  I.,  came  to  Worcester  with  his  father  at  the  age 
of  eight  years,  in  1738.  Graduating  at  Harvard  College  in  1748,  he  married, 
in  the  following  year,  the  daughter  of  the  last  Judge  Chandler.  A  short  time 
before  the  breaking  out  of  the  Revolution  he  began  to  build  the  mansion  on  the 
west  side  of  Lincoln  Street,  now  known  as  the  "Oaks,"  the  completion  of  which 
he  was  obliged  to  defer  until  more  peaceful  times.  The  place  has  continued  in 
possession  of  the  family  for  five  generations.  Timothy  Paine  was  ancestor  of 
the  Paines  now  living  in  the  city,  of  Mrs.  W.  W.  Chamberlin,  Mrs.  William 
Kinnicutt,  and  of  Thomas  and  Miss  Harriet  B.  Kinnicutt.  His  eldest  son, 
William,  graduated  at  Cambridge,  studied  medicine  and  bcgim  to  practise  here 
in  1771.  With  Drs.  Shepherd  and  Hunt  of  Northampton  he  opened,  in  1772, 
the  first  apothecary's  shop  in  the  county.  Visiting  Europe  in  the  interest  of 
his  business  and  his  profession,  ho  landed  in  Salem  on  his  rotuni  in  X775,  to 
find  that  war  had  been  decbired  and  that  he  bad  been  denounced  as  a  loyalist 
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absentee.  He  therefore  returned  to  Earope,  completed  hte  ftodies  and  enteved 
the  army  as  apotheeary,  serving  in  that  cai>0city  and  as  saigeon  until  tbe  close 
of  the  war.  He  lived  for  awhile  at  the  island  of  Le  T£te,  grantad  bj  tiie 
British  Government  as.  a  reward  for  hie 'services,  and  afterwards  at  St.  Jdbn. 
N.  B.,  frdin;  which  place  he  was  elected  member  of  the  assembljr  of  New 
Brunswick^  Ii>  4787,  by  permission  of  govemmcqt^.jhef  i^taroed  to  this 
country,  remaining  at  Salem  until  tbe  death  oC  his  iathef  ia  ^1793,  when  he 
^^Oturucdlo  ^Tno  Oak$«^  which  his  father  haillcft  to  a  younger  son,  Nathaniel, 

'^  in  trust  for  William,  who  only  came  into  full  possession  of  the  propcrtj  when 

"  *the  leprislaturo  of   1812  consented  to  his  hcin<if   naturalized  .  as   a   citizen. 

*  Frederick  WiUiam  Paine,  J^io  j-icningcst  of  Dr.  Paine's  five  children,  bom  in 
"jS^ilem  in  178(8,  is  well  remembered  for  (lie  prominctit  part'which  he  took  in 
town^afiairs.  Besides  being  representative  to  the  legislature  and  assessor, 
he  wasibr  ten  years  one  of  the  selectmen,  and  forftvc  years  chairman  of  the 
boafd.  He  was  presidcot^jof  th^yrprcester  Mutual.  Fico  Insurance  Company 
from  IBS  1  to  1852,  and  its  tre^urcr  until  his  death  in  1809. 

Nathaniel  Pniue,  brother  of  Dr.  William,  was  graduated  at  Cambridge  in 
1775,  was  county  attorney  from  1789  unlil  ISOl,  and  judge  of  probate  for 
thirty-five  years  following.  He  died  Oct.  7,  1840.  His  grandchildren  now 
resident  here  are  Nathaniel  Paine  and  his  sister.  Miss  Annie  E.,  and  their 
cousin,  Mrs.  W.  W.  Cbamberlin. 

Col.  Timothy  Bigclow,  a  prommcnt  hero  of  the  Revolution,  was  th^  fonrth 
child  and  3'oungcst  son  of  Daniel  Bigelow,  a  substantial  farmer  who  came  to 
Worcester  from  Watertown  and  settled  in  that  jwrt  of  the  town  called  Boga- 
choa<?,  which  was  afterwards  set  off  to  Ward.  lie  tt.is  born  Auij.  12,  1739. 
Having  been  apprenticed  to  a  mechanic's  trade,  he  built  a  forge  on   the  south 

-  sidd  of  ;Lin^n  Square,  alid  from  that  titnc  was  prominent  in  the  aO^trs  of  the 
*  town  and  the-nation.     The  want  of  a  liberal  cdncation  was  in  hu'^c  •"measure 

supplied  by,  careful  reading,  and  a  stufly  of  tlio  besit  English  rflill^rs^gmrc  him 
a-commartd  of  Iangu:ige  and  a  correctness  of  8ty']c'"wb{ich  served^  &ii|)  xrcll  in 
the  spirited  debates  which  suli6cqueiiftJy4;ook''placq' between  Whr&s  and  Tories 
in  toTvn  mcetinir?;  and  \\\  the  political  sociQtics  niid  pKibs.  As  a  i^etfili^r  of  the 
famous  ^  Whi^  Chi!)"  which  met.iii  Boston,  he  was  the  associato*  of -WTarrcn 
•I  IiIkI  Otis.  He  was  a  dcleirat'O  to  the  lir^t  and  second  sessions  of^tlie  Provincial 
"  _.  .     Congi-ess.     Leading   bi:j   thoroughly  disciplined   company  pjF  "ininuto^nien* 

\    forth' from  rWorccster  "on  the  IDth  of  April,  1775,  o\\  arrivii>g  a(^ .Ofmbfidire 

:  he  joined  the  arrfy  as  captain^  and  was  soon  promoted  by  Congress,  to  ^  ippjor. 
J^^kiin^r-thc  UnforlunQte  expedition  ai^ainst  Quebec  in  the  autumn  of^JT75;  he 

^  was  ngadc  aprisencr  in  the -atti^cE  upon  that,  stronghold  and  held  until  an 
exchange  was  effected  in  the  ftrHtm-inir  sumnic'r.  Tii  February,  1777.  he 
became  colonel  of  the  15th  reirimcnt  of  the  ilassachusctts  lino,  and  when  he 
had  tilled  his  ranks  and  discii)rmcd  his  men  he  led  them  to  join  the  northern 
army  under  Gen.  Gates  in  New  York.     lie  and  his  regiment  figured  i>romi- 
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nently  at  Saratoga,  Verplanck's,  Robinson's  Farms,  Peekskill,  Valley  Forge, 
and  West  Point.  On  the  disbanding  of  the  army  he  continued  for  a  time  in 
the  service,  and,  after  a  short  term  of  service  at  West  Point,  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  national  arsenal  at  Springfield.  Obtaining  a  release  from 
this  post,  he  returned  to  Worcester,  erected  a  trii>hammer  and  other  iron- 
works near  his  former  shop,  and  resumed  his  early  avocation.  But  the  changed 
condition  of  the  times  was  unfavorable  to  the  successful  prosecution  of  his 
business.  He  remained  in  Worcester  for  a  few  years,  where  bis  tall,  com- 
manding figure,  his  martial  air,  his  diirnificd  address,  and  his  military  reputa- 
tion commanded  the  respect  of  those  who  saw,  as  did  his  character  the  regard 
of  those  who  knew  him.  At  that  time  the  settlement  of  new  lands  began  to 
engage  the  attention  of  the  people,  and  Col.  Bigclow,  with  others,  obtained 
the  grant  of  a  tract  of  23,040  acres  in  Vermont,  upon  which  ho  founded  the 
town  of  ]\Iontpelier.  He  died  March  31,  1790,  at  the  comparatively  early  age 
of  fifty-one  years. 

The  six  children  of  Col.  Bigelow  were :  Nancy, 'who  married  Hon.  Abraham 
Lincoln,  long  selectman  and  representative  of  the  town,  and  member  of  the 
CoCincil  at  the  time  of  hij?  death  ;  Timothy,  Jr.  (H.  U.,  1786),  a  brilliant  law- 
yer; Andrew,  whose  death  in  1787,  at  the  ago  of  eighteen,  was  one  of  the 
causes  which  hastened  the  death  of  his  father ;  Luc}'',  who  mamcd  Luther 
Lawrence  of  Groton  ;  Rufus,  a  merchant  at  Baltimore ;  and  Clara,  who  married 
Tj  ler  Bigclow,  of  Watcrtown,  and  was  thus  the  mother  of  George  Tyler 
Bigclow,  late  chief  justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 

Katharine,  eldest  daughter  of  Timothy  Bigelow,  Jr.,  was  married  to  Hon. 
Abbott  Lawrence  of  Boston.  Their  son,  Timothy  Bigelow  Lawrence,  desirous 
of  perpetuating  by  a  visible  token  the  memory  of  his  distinguished  ancestor, 
obtained  a  grant  from  the  city  in  1859  of  a  lot  twenty  feet  square,  embracing 
the  hero's  grave,  near  the  western  limit  of  the  old  burial-ground  on  the  com- 
mon, and  this  lot  was  forever  dedicated  and  appropriated  to  tho  purpose.  The 
cite  is  enclosed  with  a  light  iron  fence  on  a  granite  plinth,*  from  which  a  slope 
of  turf  leads* to  a  solid  block  of  granite  nine  feet  square,  on  which  the  monu- 
ment is  erected.  Tuc  style  is  English  Gothic  of  tho  thirteenth  century;  tho 
material  white  Italian  marble.  The  formal  ceremonies  of  dedication  were  held 
on  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  18G1,  tho  eighty-sixth  anniversary  of  Col. 
Lincoln's  departure  on  news  of  the  march  of  the  British  towards  Concord,  and 
a  day  itself  most  memorable  in  the  annals  of  our  country.  A  committee  of 
twenty-five  citizens,  with  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln  as  chairman,  co-operated  with  the 
committee  of  the  city  government  in  the  aiTangements  for  tho  ceremony.  The 
Worcester  Light  Infantry,  with  full  ranks,  specially  attached  to  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment of  Volunteer  Militia,  had  left  the  city  two  days  previously,  and  during 
tho  dedicatory  exercises  here  was  marching  through  Baltimore.  Tho  attack  by 
the  *^ plug-uglies"  of  that  city  upon  the  regiment  aroused  the  whole  North  to 
action.     The  other  military  companies  were  making  active  preparations  to  fol- 
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low  their  oomndet.  The  proceation  which  was  formed,  therefore*  had  no 
other  escort  than  the  veterau  members  of  the  light  iufanlry,  commanded  by  a 
former  captain,  D.  Waldo  Lincoln,  and  the  Cadets  of  the  Ilighland  Mili- 
tary Academy.  The  city  government  and  invited  guests,  the  fire  depart- 
ment, the  Father  Matbew  Temperance  Society,  the  German  Turners,  and 
citizens  generally  followed.  The  guests  of  the  day  included  Col.  Lawrence, 
Tyler  Bigelow,  E*q.,  of  Watertown,  nephew  and  son-in-law  of  Timothy 
Bigclow ;  Grcorge  Tyler  Bigelow,  Jr.,  son  of  the  chief  justice ;  Rev.  Andrew 
Bigelow,  D.  D.,  and  Hon.  John  P.  Bigclow,  grandsons  of  Col.  Bigelow. 
Arrived  at  the  monument,  it  was  formally  cousigucd  by  Cul.  Lawrence, 
with  appropriate  remarks,  to  the  custody  of  the  city.  The  Hou.  Isaac  Davis, 
mayor  of  the  city,  received  the  trust  in  eloquent  terms,  llio  Hon.  Levi 
Lincoln  bore  testimony  to  the  praiseworthy  conduct  of  Col.  Lawrence  in 
erecting  the  mouument,  and  gave  interesting  persoual  rcmiuiscences  or  the 
hero  whom  it  commemorates.  Col.  Bigelow*s  relatives  and  the  Hon.  Ben« 
jamin  F.  Thomas  followed  in  eloquent  and  patriotic  strains,  the  startling 
events  of  the  time  furnishing  a  theme  for  exhortation  and  invocation. 

Less  than  four  months  later  another  **  Fifteenth  Regiment  of  the  Massa> 
chusetts  line,  commanded  by  Col.  Charles  Dcvcns,  Jr.,  —  a  regiment  and  a 
Commander  whose  brave  deeds  rivaled  those  of  their  prototype,  —  was  drawn 
up  'Hear  the  monument,  to  receive  a  flag  from  the  ladies  of  Worcester,  through 
the  hands  of  the  Hon.  George  F.  Hoar,  in  response  to  whose  appeal  CoL 
Devens  said  :  .  .  .  *  This  symbol  shall  be  returned  untarnished.  Defeat,  dis- 
aster and  death  may  come  to  us,  but  dishonor  never.'" 

Dr.  John  Green,  grandson  of  Capt.  Samuel  Green  of  Leicester,  came  to 
Worcester  about  1757  and  settled  on  Green  Hill,  Avhich  is  still  occupied  by 
his  descendants  and  is  owned  by  his  great-grandson,  Andrew  H.  Green, 
Esq.,  of  New  York  City.  Dr.  John  Green's  oldest  son,  Johu,  built  the 
brick  house  on  JIain  Street,  altered  and  now  occupied  by  Dr.  L.  B.  Nichols, 
and  his  oldest  son,  John,  a  doctor  like  all  his  ancestors  above  naracd,  was 
born  and  died  there.  Of  the  last-named  Dr.  Johu  Green,  ^the  good  phy- 
sician," we  shall  speak  in  another  place.  lie  died  childless;  but  bis  name 
and  professional  skill  are  continued  in  the  person  of  his  nephew,  Dr.  John 
Green,  now  resident  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Among  the  other  childreu  of  the 
second  Dr.  John  Green  were  Eunice,  mother  of  George  G.  and  the  late 
James  L.  Burbank;  Meltiah  B.  ;  James  (father  of  Dr.  John  of  St.  Louis, 
Samuel  S.,  librarian  of  the  Free  Public  Library,  and  James,  an  attorney- 
at-law)  ;  and  Elizabeth  R.,  widow  of  Benjamin  F.  Ileywood,  who  was  him- 
self for  many  years  a  leading  practitioner  of  medicine  and  a  prominent 
citizen. 

William  E.  Green,  son  of  the  first  Dr.  John  Green,  born  on  Green  Hill  Jan. 
31,  1777,  where  he  died  July  27,  1865,  a  lawyer  by  profession,  was  the  father 
of  William  N.  Green,  who  was  for  many  years  a  trial  justice  hero   and  was 


THE.LINCOLNS.  ©id 


judge  of  the  police  court  from  1848  to  1868.  Of  his  other  childrea,  Julia  E«, 
Dr.  Samuel  F.  and  Martiu  reside  here  at  the  preseut  time. 
.  Levi  Lincolu,  first,  the  third  son  of  Enoch  Lincoln  of  Hinghum,  graduatiog 
at  Harvard  College  in  1772,  and  having  studied  law  with  Joseph  Hawley  of 
Northampton,  was  admitted  to  tho  Hampshire  bar;  but  immediately  rcmoTcd 
to  "Worcester,  where,  except  when  absent  on  the  public  service,  he  passed  tho 
remaiudLT  of  his  days.  He  was  clerk  of  courts  from  December,  1775,  to 
January,  1777,  and  from  that  time  judge  of  probate  until  1781.  Beside 
other  important  trusts,  ho  was  representative  to  the  General  Court  and 
imembcr  of  the  State  Senate,  representative  to  Congress,  for  nearly  four  years 
attorney-general  in  President  Jefferson's  Cabinet,  lieutenant-governor  of  tho 
State  in  1807  and  1808,  and  acting  governor  after  the  decease  of  Got. 
Sullivan.  In  1811,  President  Jefferson,  who  had  with  regret  accepted  his 
resignation  as  attornej'-gcneiTiI,  tendered  him  the  nomination  of  justicojof 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  an  appointment  which  was  con6rmed, 
bnt  which  failing  vision  compelled  him  to  decline.  He  died  April  14,  1820^ 
aged  71  years.  Mr.  Lincoln  married  Martha  Waldo,  daughter  of  Danie) 
Waldo,  Sr.  Of  his  children,  Levi,  Jr.,  occupied  a  position  in  public  life 
even  more  prominent  than  was  his  own  ;  Daniel  Waldo  was  county  attorney  of 
Cumbciland  County,  ^le.  Martha,  who  married  Hon.  Leonard  M.  Parker  of 
Shirley,  was  the  mother  of  Mrs.  Francis  H.  Kinnicutt  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Mason 
of  this  city.  John  Waldo  was  senator,  county  commissioner  and  sheriff, -^w 
pronounced  by  Judge  Thomas  to  be, ''in  clear,  vigorous  understanding  and 
£rra  will  and  purpose,  the  equal  ^  of  his  brothers.  Enoch  was  I'epresentativo  in 
Congress  from  Maine  for  seven  years,  —  from  1819  to  1826,  —  and  governor 
of  that  State  for  the  three  years  following;  and  William,  the  historian,  scholar 
and  wit,  succeeded  to  the  paternal  estate,*  which  he  embellished  add  adorned, 
so  that  "* Lincoln's  garden"  was  a  favorite  resoit  for  the  admirers  of  the 
beautiful  things  in  nature  and  the  decorations  of  art. 

Levi  Lincoln,  Jr.,  better  known  as  Gov.  Lincoln,  bom  Oct.  25,  ITSS, 
gr.iduatcd  at  Cambridge  in  1802,  and  married  Penelope  Winslow  Sever, 
descendant  of  one  of  the  Pilgrim  fathers  and  granddaughter  of  the  last  Judge 
Chandler.  Of  their  seven  children  the  oldest,  Levi,  died  Sept.  1,  1845,  aged 
35  years.  William  Sever,  a  graduate  of  Bowdoin  College,  was  lieutenant- > 
colonel  and  colonel  of  the  34th  Massachusetts  regiment  in  tho  late  war;  was 
breveted  brigadier-general;  has  been  city  marshal  and  alderman,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  trustee  of  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum.  Daniel  Waldo,  grada-' 
atcd  at  Harvard  in  1832^  was  representative  to  the  General  Court  in  184)6, 
mayor  of  the  city  in  1863  and  18G4,  and  is  president  of  the  Boston  and  Albany 
Kailroad  Corporation.  Of  his  daughters,  Mrs.  Penelope  Can6eld  resides  in 
Worcester;  Anno  Warren,  died  July  24,  1846,  aged  27.  Capt.  George 
Lincoln,  fifth  child  of  Gov.  Lincoln,  entered  the  regular  army,  and  served  as. 

*  The  HcneliiiUHi  pises,  now  ewaed  in  part  bfF.h,  Moen,  Esq. 
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first  lieQienant  ia  tbo  closing  sceues  of  tha  Seminole  trar.  At  the  outbreak 
of  the  war  with  Mexico,  ho  went  with  the  first  troops  to  the  scene ;  and  after 
dis^-inguishiiig  himself  in  the  sanguinary  Imttlos  of  Palo  Alto  and  Reaaca  do  la 
Palma«  was  killed  In  the  b:ittlo  of  Bucna  Vista,  while  bearing  tho  orders  of 
Gen.  Wool,  on  whc»sc  staff  ho  was  serving  as  assistant  adjutant-general.  The 
reports  of  Gen.  Taylor  and  Gen.  Wool  and  the  letters  of  his  associate  oflicers 
bore  tribute  to  his  bravery  and  his  manly  worth.  Edward  Winslow  Lincoln 
(n.  U.,  1839),  is  the  youngest  son  of  Gov.  Lincoln :  editor  and  owner  of  the 
'^National^is^'iii  1847  and  1848«  postmaster  from  1849  to  1854,  and  for 
many  years  commitjsioiier  of  public  grounds  and  secretary  of  the  Worcester 
County  Horticultural  Society,  — his  writings  and  his  lalxirs  have  commanded 
the  admiration  of  the  people. 

.  I^Iajor  Samuel  Allen,  who  died  Feb.  18,  1863,  in  his  74th  year;  Hon. 
Charles  Allen,  who  died  Aug.  5,  18G9,  aged  72  years  less  four  days ;  aiid  the 
yenerablo  and  Rev.  George  Allen  who  survives,  had  for  their  grandparents 
James  and  Mary  Adams  of  Boston,  the  last-named  being  a  sister  of  Samoet 
Adams  tho  patriot.  Their  father,  lion.  Joseph  Allen,  moved  from  Boston  to 
Ld^icester  in  1771,  and  came  to  Worcester  on  receiving  the  appointment  of 
clerk  of  courts  in  1776,  an  office  which  he  laid  down  in  1810  against  the  wishes 
of  the  court.  He  served  as  representative  in  Congress,  in  the  Executive 
Council,  and  was  twice  one  of  the  electors  of  president.  He  was  of  high 
character  and  of  scholarly  attainments.  Major  Samuel  Allen  was  for  many 
years  secretary  of  tho  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  His 
wife  was  sister  of  Hon.  Pliny  Merrick ;  and  his  surviving  daughter,  Frances 
W.,  is  wife  of  Samuel  F.  Haven,  LL.  D.,  librarian  of  tho  American  Anti- 
quarian Society.  Rev.  Georg(j  Allen,  horn  Feb.  1,  17i)2,  a  graduate  of  Yale 
College  in  1S13,  was  minister  in  Shrewsbury  from  1823  to  1839;  after  which 
time  he  was  for  nearly  twenty  years  chaplain  at  tho  State  Lunatic  Hospital, 
He  has  retired  from  his  profession  to  find  tho  delight  in  literature  of  which 
Cicero  tells.*  Hon.  Charles  Allen,  after  being  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1818, 
practised  at  Now  Braintreo  for  six  years ;  and  then  returned  to  Worcester, 
where  ho  was  law  partner  with  Hon.  Jolm  Davis  until  1831.  Representative 
and  senator  for  several  terms,  ho  was  judge  of  tho  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
from  1842  to  184-1,  elector  in  1844,  reprcscntativo  in  Congress  from  1849  to 
1853,  and  chief  justice  of  the  Superior  Court  from  1858  until  18G8.  The  part 
which  ho  had  in  the  creation  of  the  "free-soil  party"  of  1848  has  been  alreadv 
described.  He  was  one  of  tho  Titans  of  tho  Worcester  bar.  On  the  bench 
ho  was  respected  for  his  learning ;  and  his  decisions  were  received  with  rcadv 
acquiescence. 

James  Putnam,  who  was  conspicuous  as  a  Loyalist  here  during  the  excitin*^ 
times  preceding  the  Revolution,  was  born  in  Salem  in  1725,  graduated  at  Cam- 
bridge in  1746,  and  began  the  practice  of  tho  law  in  Worcester  in  1749.      Chief 

*  *'  Hctc  iiudia    ....    ienectiUem  oblectantJ* 
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Justice  Parsons  said  of  him,  '^He  was,  I  am  iucliucd  to  think,  the  best  lawyer 
of.  North  America."  He  succeeded  Jonathan  Sewall  as  attorriey-general  of  the 
province ;  but  was  compelled  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Revolution  to  take  reftige 
in  Boston.  He  embarked  for  England  in  177G,  where  he  remained  until  the 
peace  of  1783.  In  1784  he  was  appointed  member  of  the  Council  and  judge  of 
the  Supreme  Court  of  New  Brunswick,  and  retained  the  latter  office  until  his 
death  in  1789.  He  was  married  in  1754  to  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Judge 
John  Chandler,  a  sister  of  "the  honest  refugee."  Of  their  three  chirdren« 
the  youngest,  Ebenczer,  married  Elizabeth,  the  seventeenth  child  of  the  last 
Judge  Chandler,  and  died  at  St.  John,  N.  B.,  in  1798  at  the  age  of  85.  His 
widow  afterwards  came  to  Worcester,  where  she  died  Jan,  18,  1820,  Their 
oldest  son,  James,  who  died  Aug.  18,  1810,  was  also  buried  in  Worcester. 
Of  their  other  three  children,  none  settled  here.  The  Putnams  now  resident 
in  Worcester  are  descended  from  cognate  branches  of  the  family. 

Francis  Blake,  the  fifth  son  of  Joseph  Blake  of  Rutland,  was  bom  Oct.  14, 
1774,  and  removed  with  his  father  to  Hingham  in  1779.  He  graduated  at 
Cambridge  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  and  was  called  to  the  bar  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
beginning  practice  in  his  native  town,  where  he  continued  to  live  until  1802, 
when  he  came  to  Worcester,  where,  after  serving  two  years  in  the  State  Semite, 
and  one  year  as  clerk  of  courts,  he  died,  Feb.  23, 1817.  In  court,  says  Judge 
Thomas,*  *'he  was  'the  observed  of  all  observers';  he  won  by  his  sweetoe^, 
and  commanded  bv  his  divinity ;  his  learnins:  and  lo<ric  convinced  ;  his  wit  and  ' 
humor  convulsed  bench,  bar  and  jury;  his  passion  roused  to  indignation  or 
melted  into  tears."  Mr.  Blake's  wife,  Elizabeth  Augusta,  was  daughter  of 
Gardner  Chandler,  and  granddaughter  of  the  last  Judge  Chandler.  Three 
of  the  children  of  Mr.  Blake  are  now  living  in  Worcester,  Francis,  Hani- 
son  G.  O.,  and  Elizabeth  Chandler,  widow  of  the  late  George  T.  Rice,  and 
mother  of  George  T.  and  Francis  Blake  Rice. 

Samuel  M.  Burnside,  son  of  Thomas  Bumside  of  Northumberland,  N.  H., 
was  of  Scotch  extraction.  His.  father,  at  first  a  merchant  of  Londonderry, 
took  an  active  part  in  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  at  their  close  became 
the  first  settler  of  Northumberland.  Young  Burnside,  graduating  at  Dart- 
mouth College  in  1805,  began  the  practice  of  law  in  1810,  at  Wcstboroughf 
but  80()!i  removed  here.  He  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  great  scholar,  xuid  deeply 
interested  ia  the  schools  and  other  institutions  of  the  town.  The  part  which 
be  took  ill  framing  the  school  system  has  been  already  descril)ed.  He  mar-  ' 
ried  a  daughter  of  Hon.  D wight  Foster  of  Brookfield.  His  handsome  estate 
at  the  north-west  corner  of  Elm  and  Chestnut  streets  is  still  in  the  possessioo 
of  his  children.     lie  died  July  25,  1850,  aged  sixty-seven  years. 

Alfred  Dwight  Foster,  son  of  Hon.  Dwight  Foster  of  Brookfield,  after 
graduating  at  Cambridge  in  1819,  studied  in  the  ofBce  of  his  bnithei^iu-law, 
Mr.  Burnside,  and  was  his  layv  partner  from  1825  to  1827.     He  eairly  retired 

^Addratt  before  the  Worcester  Fire  Sodeiy,  January,  187a. 
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from  practice ;  but  was  always  a  prominent  citizen.  Of  bis  children,  Dwi^ 
has  been  judge,  of  probate,  attorney-general,  and  an  associate  jnstiee  of  the 
Supreme- Judicial  Court.  His  widow,  daughter  of  John  W.  Stiles,  st8I  ooen- 
^ries  the  homestead,  next  north  of  the  Bumside  estate,  on  Chestnut  Street. 

** Honest  John"  Davis,  son  of  Deacon  Isaac  Davis  of  Northboroi^b,  was 
graduated  at  Yale  College  in  1812.  He  was  admitted  to  the  liar  in  December, 
1815;  came  to  Worcester  in  the  following  year,  and  was  successively  Htw 
partner  with  Gov.  Lincoln,  Charles  Allen  and  Emory  Washburn.  He  was 
representitive  in  Congress  from  1824  to  1834 ;  governor  of  the  Commoowealth 
in  1834  and  1835 ;  U.  S.  sonator  from  1835  to  1841,  and  from  1845  to  1853. 
He  died  April  19,  1854.  Gov.  Davis  marricil,  ^larch  28,  1822,  Eliza,  third 
child  of  Rev.  Dr.  Bancroft.  Their  five  sons  were :  John  Cbandler  Bancroft, 
who  was  secretarv  of  the  American  Le<:ration  at  London  from  1849  to  Decern- 
ber,  1852,  assistant  secretary  of  State  under  President  Grant,  afterwards 
U.  S.  commissioner  at  Geneva  and  U.  S.  minister  to  Pnissia,  and  is  now 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Claims;  Hasbrouck,  who  studied  theology  and 
preached  for  a  few  years,  !«erved  with  distinction  as  general  in  the  late  war, 
and  was  lost  by  the  wreck  of  the  **  Cambria,**  off  the  northern  coast  of  Ireland, 
Oct.  10,  1870;  George  H.,  who  has  lieen  a  resident,  as  a  merchant,  in  San 
Francisco,  from  184D  until  the  past  few  years,  which  he  has  spent  in  Paris; 
Horace,  now  living  in  San  Francisco,  a  member  of  Congress  for  the  term 
1877-9 ;  and  Andrew  McFarland,  also  resident  at  San  Fnincisco.  Mrs.  Davis, 
fiEimiliarly  known  in  later  life  as  '^  Aunt  John,**  was  always  a  potent  factor  in 
the  society  of  Worcester.  After  she  had  passed  the  allotted  term  of  three- 
score years  and  ten,  she  was  very  prominent  in  lier  exertions  in  behalf  of  the 
northern  soUlicrs  in  the  ticM,  and  led  in  many  an  undertakin2^  for  their  benefit. 
•She  died  in  Worcester,  Jan.  24,  1872,  aued  80  years  11  months. 

Emory  Wushhurn,  son  of  Josepli  Waslil)urn  of  Leicester,  graduated  at  Wil- 
liams College  in  1817,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  of  Berkshire  in  1821,  and,  after 
practising  six  months  at  Charlemont,  returned  to  his  native  home,  where  he 
remained  until  March,  l.'<28,  when  he  removed  to  Worcester.  He  represented 
Worcester  in  the  lower  branch  of  the  Leirislature  in  1838,  and  in  the  Senate  in 
1841  and  1842,  He  was  judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  from  1844 
until  December,  1847,  irovernor  of  the  Commonwealth  in  1853,  and  in  185G 
was  appointed  professor  in  the  Cambridge  Law  School.  Removing  with  his 
family  to  Cambridge,  he  continued  to  hold  the  professorship  until  his  death, — 
March  18,  1877.  He  was  the  author  of  standard  works  upon  law,  and  of  an 
excellent  history  of  his  native  town.  He  was  an  indefatiirable  worker  and 
most  hiirhlv  esteemed  hv  all  with  whom  he  was  hrouirht  in  contact. 
•.  Ira  M.  I>:u*ton,  horn  in  Oxford,  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1819  and 
practised  in  Oxfonl  imtil  1834,  when  he  removed  to  Worcester.  He  repre- 
sciited  his  native  town  in  the  Legislature  in  1830,  1831  and  1832,  and  was 
State  Senator  in  1833,  1834.     In  January,  183G,  he  was  appointed  judge  of  pro- 
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bate,  and  held  the  office  until  1844.  He  owned  and  occupied  the  Chandler 
house,  which  stood  on  the  present  site  of  TayIor*s  block,  opposite  the  common. 
This  house  was  built  by  Sheriff  Gardner  Chandler,  brother  of  ihe  last  Judge 
Chandler,  who  fled  with  the  other  Roj'alists  in  1775.  His  confiscated  estate, 
comprising  thirty  acres  in  that  neighborhood,  was  subsequently  owned  by  John 
Bush  and  his  sons,  Jonas  and  Eichard  P.  Bush,  and  the  late  Dea.  Benjamin 
Butman.  The  homestead  estate  was  sold  by  Deacon  But  man  in  1825  to  Calvin 
Willard,  sheriff  of  the  county,  who  sold  it  to  Judge  Barton  in  1834.  Judge 
Barton,  after  retiring  from  his  office  of  judge,  figured  prominently  at'  the  bar 
for  many  years,  and  until  his  death,  July  18,  1867,  gave  chamber  counsel  to 
a  large  circle  of  clients,  who  reposed  fullest  confidence  in  his  learning  and 
judgment.'  Of  his  children,  the  oldest,  William  Sumner  (B.  U.,  1844),  is  city 
treasurer,  and  the  3'oungest  living,  Edmund  j\I.,  is  assistant  librarian  at  the 
Antiquarian  Hall.  His  youngest  son,  George  £.,  served  with  distinction  as 
captain  in  the  late  war,  and  died  May  29,  1878. 

Samuel  Bayard  Woodward  was  son  of  Samuel  Woodward,  of  Torringford, 
Conn.  He  practised  medicine  with  his  father  for  a  few  years,  when  he 
removed  to  Wethersfield,  where  he  practised  for  twenty-two  years,  and  in  Jan- 
nary,  1833,  came  to  Worcester  to  fill  the  place  of  superintendent  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Hospital,  then  newly  erected  on  a  site  given  by  the  town  to  the  Common- 
wealth. Dr.  Woodward's  labors  here  were  confined,  except  in  the  way  of 
consultation,  to  the  walls  of  the  institution  under  his  charge,  but  bis  reputation 
with  the  faculty  was  high  and  wide-spread.  Retiring  July  1,  1846,  he  removed 
to  Northampton,  where  he  died,  Jan.  8,  1850,  aged  64  years.  Of  his  sons, 
Rufus  (H.  U.,  1841)  is  city  physician,  and  Samuel  and  Henry  are  well-known 
citizens. 

Stephen  Salisbury,  1st,  came  to  Worcester  from  Boston  in  1767,  and  in  1770 
erected  the  "Salisbury  Man^^ion,"  now  standing  on  the  north  side  of  Lincoln 
Square.  The  son  of  Nicholas  and  Martha  Salisbury,  he  married  Elizabeth, 
daughter  of  Edward  Tuckerman,  and  died  in  1829,  at  the  age  of  83.  Madame 
Salisbury,  as  his  widow  was  nlways  called,  survived  him  until  1851.  Mr.  Sal- 
isbury was  a  trader,  doing  business  first  in  a  small  building  east  of  his  residence, 
and  afterwards  in  the  cast  part  of  his  dwelling-house.  His  son,  Stephen,  bom 
March  8,  1798,  graduated  at  Cambridge  in  1817,  in  the  class  with  George 
Bancroft,  his  schoolmate,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  but  never  practised 
bis  pi'ofession,  finding  occupation  in  the  management  and  improvement  of  the 
large  estate  inherited  from  his  father,  and  in  travel,  study  and  good  worira. 
He  has  been  president  of  the  Worcester  Bank  since  1845,  and  was  for  over 
twenty-five  years  president  of  the  Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings, 
flo  has  been  President  of  the  American  Antiquarian  Society  since  1854,  and  of 
the  Worcester  Free  Institute  of  Industrial  Science  from  its  establishment  in 
1866.  To  each  of  the  last  two  institutions  he  has  been  a  most  liberal  bene* 
finctor. 
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Daniel  Waldo  (son  of  the  early  settler*  Cornelius )t  a  merchant  of  Boatoo, 
after  residing  for  a  few  years  at  Lancaster,  came  to  Woroester  in  1782.  He 
first  lived  in  the  old  hotel  building,  at  the  comer  of  Lincoln  Square  and  Bd- 
niont  Street.  He  built  for  his  store  the  first  brick  block  in  Worcester,  on 
the  site  now  occupied  by  Henry  W,  Miller.  Ho  was  the  first  president  of  the 
Worcester  Bank,  orsranizcd  in  1804,  but  resiirned  the  office  after  a  few  months, 
and  was  succeeded  by  hi?  sou,  Daniel,  Jr.,  who  held  it  for  fovty^ane  yean. 
A  chaise,  owned  by  the  older  Waldo,  is  said  by  Lincoln  to  havo  been  the  first 

'  pleasure  carriage  in  the  town.  *  In  1806«  Daniel  Waldo,  Jr.  built  a  brick 
dwelling-house  on  the  site  of  the  present  Centrnl  Exchange,  with  quarters  in 
the  south  rooms  of  the  first  floor  for  the  Worcester  Bank.  In  1828  he  built  a 
more  stately  mansion  just  south  of  the  last,  which  was  moved  back  to  Waldo 
Street  in  1854,  to  make  room  for  Mechanics*  Hall.  Mr.  Waldo,  on  retirii^ 
from  active  business  about  the  year  1821,  sold  his  store  to  his  two  apprentice, 

'  Henry  W.  Miller  and  the  late  George  T;  Rice.  The  former  continaes  the 
business  at  the  same  place.  Mr.  Waldo  died  July  9,  1845,  at  the  age  of  82 
years.  He  was  never  married,  but  his  name  is  perpetuated  as  a  Christian 
name  by  the  descendants  of  his  cousin,  tbo  late  Gov.  Lincoln. 

Isaiah  Thomas,  the  youngest  son  of  Moses  Thomas  of  Boston*  was  bom  Jan. 
19,  1749.  When  ho  was  three  years  old  his  fjUlier  died,  leaving  his  family  in 
destitute  circumstances.  Before  ho  had  reached  the  age  of  seven  years  young 
Thomas  was  bound  apprentice  to  Zcchariah  Fowic  of  Bostou,  a  printer  in  a  small 
way ;  and  the  printing-office,  with  a  dictionary  and  a  Bible  as  its  only  library,  sup- 
plemented, however,  with  a  few  books  purchased  from  the  scanty ''perquisites* 
fallin«r  to  him  and  a  few  others  loaned  bv  interested  friends,  was  his  oulv  school 
and  college ;  and  well  did  it  educate  him.    Before  he  had  finished  his  appreotice- 

'  ship  the  spirit  of  resistance  to  the  exactions  of  the  British  government  had 
begun  to  previiil,  and  he  carried  this  spirit  with  him  to  Halifax,  where  he  went 
at  the  age  of  seventeen,  finding  employment  in  the  oiHoe  of  the  '^Halifax 
Gazette."  The  manairement  of  this  sheet  was  entrusted  to  him  by  the  easy- 
going proprietor;  hut  the  appearance  of  several  articles  in  its  columns  airainst 
the  st.inip  act,  and  tlic  imitation,  by  the  Halifax  paper,  of  a  copy  of  the 
"Philadelpliia  Journal,"  which  came  dressed  in  mourning  and  aiiuouncinir  it^ 
own  decease  from  a  complaint  called  the  stamp  act,  made  the  loyal  old  town 
too  hot  for  the  young  Whig,  and  in  March,  17()7,  he  repaired  to  Portsmouth, 
N.  H.  After  trying  his  fortunes  there  and  at  Wilmington,  N.  C.,  and 
Charleston,  S.  C,  he  returned  to  Boston  in  1770.     On  the  17th  of  Julv  in 

•  Eveu  down  to  a  few  years  before  Worcester  became  a  city,  the  only  private  carriages  drawn 
by  two  horsi's,  ami  havinjj  a  coaclirnan,  were  those  of  Madanio  Salisl)ury,  Gov.  Lincoln  and  the 
Waldo  family.  Mr.  Charles  Xason,  now  mail-aqeut  at  the  Union  Station,  was,  for  many  vcam, 
coaclimnn  for  the  Wahh>.<«.  A  receipt.  dattMl  July  17,  ITr:*.  for  £00  ."^v.,  given  by  Ben.;ainin  WiUard 
to  Isaiodi  Tiiomns,  for  *' a  fall-hack  Cluus<»  m.ade  by  Naihaiiicl  Preutict^  of  Cambridij*),  an4l  rcc'd 
above  twflv<»  nmnths  since,"  seems  to  miliiate  aj^ainst  th«;  claim  above  made  in  behalf  tif  Mr. 
Waldo.    It  was,  i)erhaps,  Cornelius  Waldo  who  first  indulged  himself  in  the  luxury. 
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that  year  appeared  the  first  or  sample  number  of  the  **  Massachusetts  Spy,** 
subscriptions  for  which  would  be  ^  taken  in  by  Zechariah  Fowle,  printer,  in 
Back  street,  and  by  Isaiah  Thomas,  printer,  in  School-house  lane  near  the 
Latin  School.**  His  copartnership  with  Fowle  ladled  but  for  three  nionths,.and 
after  a  8omewh»<it  irregular  appearance  during  the  winter,  the  paper  reappeared 
as  a  weekly  March  7,  1771.  The  paper,  at  first  neutral  in  its  profession3,  was 
very  soon  of  a  pronounced  Whig  complexion,  and  Mr.  Thomas  received  the 
co-operation  of  some  of  the  ablest  writers  and  thinkers  of  that  school  of 
politics.  The  power  of  the  government  was  exerted  to. crush  lum  in  vain. 
Threats  and  legal  summonses  were  alike  disregarded.  The  yeuerable  James 
Otis,  though  he  had  withdrawn  from  active  practice,  tendered  the  offer  of  his 
services  if  they  should  be  needed.  John  Hancock,  under  date  of  April.  4, 
1775.,  addressed  him  as  the  '"supporter  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of  mankind.** 
At  this  jimcture  the  Whigs  of  Worcester  made  overt  ures  for  him  to  publish  a  news- 
paper here,  and  a  few  days  before  the  battle  of  Lexington  he  privately  packed 
up  a  press  and  type,  which  on  a  dark  night  were  taken  across  the  river  to 
Charlestown,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Warren  and  Col.  Timothy  Bigelow. 
From  Charlestown  they  were  removed  to  Worcester,  and  set  up  in  the  base- 
ment of  Col.  Bigclow's  house.  Mr.  Thomas  repaired  to  Lexington  on  the  19th 
of  April,  and,  musket  in  hand,  bore  a  part  in  the  repulse  of  the-  British 
soldiery.  The  next  day  found  him  in  Worcester,  and  on  the  3d  of  May  his 
paper  reappeared,  —  the  first  printing  done  in  any  inland  town  of  New 
England.  This  number  contained  his  own  account  of  the  battle  of  Lexington, 
of  which  he  might  have  well  said :  '*  Quceque  ipse  vidi  et  quorum  pars  niapna 
fuiJ"  The  circumstances  of  the  removal  to  Worcester  as  well  as  the  relations 
of  his  paper  to  the  Provincial  Congress  are  set  forth  in  the  following  letter , to  a 
^^  delegate,"  of  which  the  original  is  in  the  possession  of  the  American  Anti- 
quarian Society :  — 

^  WoBGESTSB,  October  2,  177ft. 

^'  Sm, —  I  have  the  honor  of  receiving  two  letters  f^om  yon  Which  yoa  sent  by  Order 
of  the  Hon.  House,  desiring  me  to  send  no  more  papers  to  them  onaooountof  the 
Colony.  In  your  last,  bir,  you  mention  ^  that  it  is  thought  highly  improper  to  continoe 
the  papers  if  tbey  were  to  be  paid  for ;  but  that  it  was  |X)ssible  you  had  been  misinformed 
and  that  the  Printers  inteudeil  those  papers  as  a  present,  as  you  till  of  late  supposed.* 
I  will  agreeable  to  your  request,  inform  yon  of  the  true  state  of  the  matter  and  bombly 
submit  it  to  consideration. 

''  A  few  days  before  the  late  memorable  Battle  of  Lexington,  I  applied  at  Coocord, 
to  a  member  of  the  Hon.  Dclagates,  then  sitting  in  Congress,  among  whom  was  the 
lion  President,  to  a<:k  their  opinioo,  if  it  was  not  proper,  as  public  matters  then  were, 
for  me  to  remove  m}*  Printing  Office  out  of  Boston,  as  I  found  the  Liberty  of  the  Frsss, 
in  that  devoted  Capital,  daih'  declining  and  myself  growing  more  and  more  obnoxioas 
to  the  Enemies  of  our  once  happy  Constitution,  and  more  particularly  so  to  cor  then 
JlilUary  Mcutera  (some  of  whom  had  carried  their  Resentment  so  far,  as  ZWios  to 
endeavor  to  assassinate  me,  for  no  other  reason,  as  I  humbly  o(»ioeive,  than  doing  the 
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little  in  my  power,  in  the  way  of  my  Ptofession,  towards  sopporting  the  Rights  and 
FHvileges  of  my  coantrj'men.)  The  Hon.  Gentlemen  informed  me  that  they  thought  it 
was  highly  requisite  I  should  immediateiy  remote  myself  and  printing  materials  out  of 
Boston,  as  in  a  few  days  it  might  be  too  late.  I  accordingly  went  and,  as  sooo  as 
coald  be,  paclced  up  my  Press  and  types,  and  in  the  dead  of  night  eioU  them  oat  of 
town.  Two  nights  after  this  the  Troops  went  to  Lexington,  and  the  next  evening 
Boston  was  entirely  shut  up :  —  I  escaped  myself  the  day  of  the  battle  and  left  erery- 
thing  m}*  tools  excepted  behind  me.  Some  of  the  dclagatcs  of  the  Hon.  Congress,  in  a 
day  or  two  after  desired  me  to  get  my  Press  ready  for  Printing  as  they  had  seTeral 
things  to  be  done.  I  informed  them  of  my  unfortunate  cifcumstaneeB  at  that  tinne — 
fleeing  from  Boston,  witbont  any  money  to  purchase  stock ;  (I  had  just  labored  throogh 
another  year  with  my  paper,  and  it  being  the  custom  for  subscribers  to  pay  yearly,  all 
that  I  should  at  that  time  have  possessed^  was  then,  and  is  noto,  in  the  hands  of  mj 
linmerous  subscribers  now  scattered  tlironghout  the  Continent,  to  the  amoont  of  above 
Three  Thousand  Dollars.)  The  Hon.  Committee  of  Supplies  were  so  kind  as  to  order 
me  paper  for  a  present  supply,  as  something  was  due  to  me  from  the  Ftovince,  and  I 
was  requested  immediately  to  continue  the  publication  of  the  Massachnsetts  Spy, 

^*  In  a  few  days  after  this,  I  was  ordered  with  my  tools  to  Concord,  thither  I  directly 
went  myself,  but  before  my  tools  could  possibly  arrive,  the  Congress  had  adjourned  to 
Watertown,  and  it  was  told  me  by  several  of  that  honorable  bod\%  that  it  iras  hest  for 
me  to  continue  for  the  present  at  Worcester.  As  none  of  the  Boston  printers  then 
published  a  paper,  or  were  like  to  do  it,  myself  excepted,  I  was  desired  by  many  gentle> 
men,  both  in  the  Congress,  the  different  committees,  and  the  army,  to  forward  mine  to 
them ;  and  several  who  I  imagined  knew  my  circumstances,  told  me  I  should  send  a 
number  to  the  Congress  and  to  the  head  Quarters :  —  I  immediately  Established  a  Post 
to  the  army  to  bring  me  intelligence^  and  carry  my  Papers  to  the  Hon.  Congress  and 
the  army.  As  matters  were  then  in  much  disorder,  together  with  my  residing  at  sudi 
a  distance,  added  to  the  desire  I  ever  have  had  of  doing  my  Country  all  the  service  in 
my  power ^  I  did  what  my  superiors  bade,  without  ever  inquiring  —  TFTfo  teas  to  retcard 
mef  —  And  as  it  was  thought  I  could  serve  my  country  best  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Printer,  I  went  on  publishing  my  paper,  although  at  that  time,  I  had  not  200  subscribers 
exclusive  of  what  I  sent  to  the  Hon.  Congress,  the  Cooamittees  and  Army.  I  never 
meant  to  make  any  great  profit  by  the  papers  I  have  sent,  and  have  only  charged  one 
Penny  for  each  paper,  which  is  hardly  what  it  cost  me  for  the  Stock  and  Ldbor, 
exclusive  of  any  emolument.  If  the  Hon.  House,  after  this  detail  (for  the  length  of 
which  I  humbl}*  crave  3'our  forgiveness,  as  I  thought  it  best  to  be  particular)-  should 
think  I  was  tooforicard  and  do  not  merit  any  pay y  either  for  the  papers,  or  any  part  of 
the  Postage,  I  shall  content  myself  with  their  determination. 

"  Your  candor  Sir  will  excuse  the  inaccuracies  of  this  Letter,  wrote  in  haste,  as  I 
have  just  now  an  opportunity  of  transmitting  it  to  you. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

"  your  obliged, 

^^  humble  servant, 

"IsA.  Thomas, 
"P.  S. 

"I  have  sent  weekly,  since  my  publishing  in  this  place  100  papers  to  the  Hon. 
Congress  while  they  sat,  and  afterwards  the  same  number  to  the  Hon  House  —  80  to 
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the  Head  Quarters  in  Cambridge  —  GO  to  Headquarters  iu  Rosbury — 16  to  the  Hon 
Council,  16  to  the, Committee  of  Supplies,  and  16  to  the  Committee  of  Safety.    In  the 
whole  288  papers,  weekly  for  which  I  have  only  charged  6s  per  week  postage.        ^ 
^^ 288  papers  for  twent}-  weeks  at  Id  each  and  6d  per  week  postage    £31. — 10.,, 

A  post-office  was  established  in  the  town  for  the  first  time,  Nov.  15,  1775, 
Mr.  Thomas  receiving  the  commission  of  postmaster  from  Benjamin  Fraokliu, 
and  retaining  it  until  1801.  Mr.  Thomas  established  a  newspaper,  the  '^EUsex 
Gazette,"  and  a  printing-office  at  Newburyport  in  1773,  a  newspaper, the- **  Farm- 
er's Journal,"  at  Brookficld,  and  printing-offices  in  other  places.  At  one  time, 
under  bis  own  direction  or  that  of  his  partners,  sixteen  presses  were  in  constant 
motion  ;  three  newspapers  and  one  monthly  magazine  were  issued ;  a  paper-mill, 
established  by  himself  at  Quinsigamond  Village  in  the  south-east  part  6f  this 
town,  and  a  book-bindery  were  in  operation ;  and  five  bookstores  were  main- 
tained  in  this  State  and  one  each  in  New  Hampshire,  New  York  and  Maryland. 
He  was  also  a  partner  of  Dr.  Joseph  Trumbull  in  a  drug-store  here  in  1780, 
and  for  some  time  after. 

As  Mr.  Thomas  had  opposed  the  stamp  act  as  a  restraint  upon  the  liberty  of 
the  press,  be  naturally  chafed  under  an  act  of  our  own  Legislatui^e  in,  1785, 
imposing  a  tax  on  advertisements.  An  old  receipt  bpok,  now  in  the  present 
writer's  possession,  has  the  following  in  the  handwriting  of  the  great  printer:-^ 

^'' Worcester jDeer.  16th,  1785.  .  Rec'd  of  Isaiah  Thomas  the  sum  of  Three  poundsjn 
fhll  for  Dutj  on  advertisements  from  the  first  of  August  to  the  24th  Xov'r  inclusive. 

^'Caleb  Ammidowk,  Collector  of  Excise  Duties,  dco. 

>  * 

*^  N.  B.  This  is  the  first  duty  I  ever  paid  Grovernment  for  Liberty  of  Printing  n 
news-paper —  the  first  shackle  laid  on  the  Press  since  Independence,  and  laid  on  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts  only !  I  ! " 

Mr.  Thomas  retired  from  active  business  in  the  year  1802,  being  succeeded 
by  his.ouly  son,  Isaiah,  Jr.  His  still  active  mind  could  not  remain  unemployed. 
He  compiled  and  published  an  exhaustive  *' History  of  Printing"  in  two  ocUivo 
volumes  (recently  reprinted  by  the  American  Antiquarian  Society),  which 
received  the  commendation  of  all  who  read  it.  With  rare  foresight  he  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  establishing  an  institution  which  should  embrace  tho  airhole 
country  and  which,  preserving  tho  history  of  the  past  and  the  literature  of  tho 
present,  should  hand  them  down  to  future  time.  He  became  the  founder  of 
the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  which  he  endowed  with  his  valuable  collec- 
tion of  books,  pamphlets  and  newspapers,  with  a  large  lot  of  land,  a  brick 
building  for  the  library  and  legacies  to  help  maintain  it.  He  was  its  president 
for  nineteen  years,  until  bis  death  April  4,  1831. 

Mr.  Thomas  gave  the  land  for  the  brick  eourt-honse,  and  contriboted 
largely  to  the  erection  of  a  stone  bridge  at  Lincoln  Square.    In  1806,  be  made 
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m  street  and  gave  it  to  the  town ;  it  was  christened  with  mtlitarjr  and  odier 
ceremonies  as  Thomas  Street.  Dartmouth  College  gave  him  the  degree  of 
Master  of  Arts  in  1814,  and  Alleghany  College  that  of  Doctor  of  Laws  in 
1818.  He  was  a  justice  of  the  Court  of  Sessions  from  February  18 12^  to  Jane, 
1814.  A  memoir  of  his  life,  by  his  'grandson  Judge  Thonias,  has  been 
published.  v^ 

Mr.  Thomas  was  three  times  married.  By-ins  first  wife,  ^fary  Dill  of  Ber- 
muda, he  had  two  cbildreu,  Mary  Anne  and  Isaiah.  The  latter  succeeded  his 
&ther  in  business,  and  i^moved  to  Boston  proba\>ly  in  the  fall  of  1814.  He 
had  i>reviously  married  Mary  MTcld  of  Bosto|^,.hv  whom  he  liad  eleven  children. 
Of  these  tho  eldest,  ^lary  Qebeccat  married  the  late  Judge  Pliny  Merrick. 
The  j'oungest,  and  the  last  sur\4vor,  received  a  name  which  combined  that  of 
two  men  of  the  Revolutionary  period  whose  vocations  were  the  same  and  whoeo 
characters  were  strikingly  similar;  Benjiimia  Franklin  Thomas,  bori:  IVb.  12, 
1813,  removed  to  Worcest^.with  ills  mother  a^the  age  of  six  years.  Ho  was 
graduated  at  Brown  Univer^ty  in  1830,  was  fQao^ted  to  the  Worcester  bar  in 
1833,  was  judge  of  prc>l|aU^  from  1844  to  I^48»  judge  of  tho  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  from  1853  &>T83d,  and,  having  l^moved  to  Jamaica  Plain,  was 
chosen  representative  ^rtdongr^s  in  1861»  wh|lre.«-ihe  served  for  one  term. 
He  afterwards  moved  into  the  city  of  Bostou,.aad  cliedNat  his  conntrjr  seat  on 
the  Beverly  sl^oro  Scpf.'jSr,  ^78.  Be  was  a  scholar,  an'Ottitor  and  a  gentle* 
man,  all  in  thoihighest  degree.  *    ,  :       > 

Isaiah  Thomas  wxrs  buried  in  the  only  tomb  ever  erected  in  ^e  Mechanic 
Street  burial-ground',  a^  solid  strueturo  of  herwu  granite  blocks  erected  by 
himself  in  1817*  The  cxtensipu  of  foster  Street  througli  this  burial-ground, 
rendered  the  removal  of  tho  toaib -ueccssary,  and  it  was  taken  down  in  May, 
1878,  and  set  up  in  the  Rural  Cemetery.  The  whole  structure  was  found  to 
be  in  good  order,  and  its  contents  appeared  ^to  ha^c  been  undisturbed  siuce 
tho  last  interment  took  place.  Three  sides  of  the  floor  are  occupied  by  brick 
receptacles,  one  at  each  side,  and  one  at  the  rear,  designed  to  receive  coffins, 
each  covered  by  a  slate-stone  slab  inscribed  with  an  epitaph.  At  the  rear  cud 
are  two  upright  tablets :  one  of  slate-stone,  quite  elaborately  sculptured  on  its 
semi-circular  top  with  wreaths  and  mortuary  emblems ;  tho  other  of  white 
marble.  Both  were  probably  originally  erected  over  the  graves  in  Mr. 
Thomas's  lot,  which  was  tho  second  lot  east  of  the  Mechanic  Street  ^tewav 
to  the  cemetery.  * 

•  The  iDscriptiona  on  the  several  slabs  are  as  foUows  :  i— 

"Isaiah  Thomas  LL.  D.,  author  of  tho  History  of  Printing,  founder  and  first  President  of  the 
American  Autiiiuariau  Societv.  Ardcutly  attached  to  tho  Independence  of  His  Country,  his 
efforts  were  idcnlilied  with  its  cause,  aa«l  through  life  his  Pre5.s  courributed  hir^ely  to  tho  policy 
and  literature  vf  his  age.     Burn  Jan.  30th,  1749  ;  died  April  4th,  1S31 ;  aged  bi" 

"Mrs,  Mary  Thomas,  consort  of  Isaiah  Thomas.    Died  Nov.  IGth,  1S18.    ^U  67  yrs,  5  mos." 

"Mrs.  Eliza  T.  Kuox.  died  Dec  t23d,  l^i."),  aged  41." 

**A  sincere  Christian  triumphs  o'er  the  tomb.    Beneath  this  stone  are  the  remains  of  Mn. 
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Public  services,  instituted  by  the  city  government,  incident  to  the  re-inter- 
ment of  the  remains  of  Mr.  Thomas,  took  place  on  Monday,  June  24,  1878, 
with  impressive  ceremonies.  Mr.  Thomas  was  a  prominent  Freemason,  and 
that  organization  took  a  conspicuous  part  in  the  exercises  of  the  day.  A 
procession,  under  the  marshalship  of  Gen.  Josiah  Pickett,  including  the 
Worcester  County  Commandery  of  Knighls  Templar,  the  Morning  Star  Lodge, 
of  which  Mr.  Thomas  was  at  one  time  Master,  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Grand 
Lodge  of  Massachusetts,  and  other  Masonic  bodies,  escorted  to  Mechanics* 
Hall  Judge  Thomas  and  family,  the  Maj'or  and  city  government,  the  American 
Antiquarian  Societ}^  the  Franklin  Typographical  Society  of  Boston,  and  other 
invited  guests.  At  the  hall  prayer  was  offered  by  Rev.  Edward  11.  Hall, 
pastor  of  the  First  Unitarian  Church,  which  Mr.  Thomas  was  influential  in 
forming.  His  Honor,  Charles  B.  Pratt,  mayor*  addressed  the  large  assembly 
in  words  fitting  the  occasion.  The  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  president  of  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society,  bore  a  fitting  tribute  of  praise  to  its  wise, 
liberal  and  far-sighted  founder,  and  set  forth  the  good  work  which  the  society 
has  accomplished.  The  Hon.  John  D.  Baldwin,  senior  editor  and  publisher 
of  the  **  Massachusetts  Spy  "  (and  of  the  daily  edition  from  which  it  is  now 
compiled) ,  reviewed  the  history  of  Mr.  Thomas  and  his  newspaper.  H.  O. 
Houghton,  Esq.,  of  the  Riverside  Press  at  Cambridge  (a  son-in-law  of  William 
Manning,  who  was  one  of  Mr.  Thomas's  apprentices),  Hon.  Marshall  P. 
Wilder,  president  of  the  Massachusetts  Genealogical  Society,  and  Hon. 
Charles  W.  Slack  of  Boston,  made  appropriate  remarks;  and  letters  from 
several  gentlemen  of  distinction  in  other  cities,  expressing  their  regret  at  being 
unable  to  attend  the  exercises,  were  read  by  the  mayor.  The  procession, 
forming  again,  moved  to  the  cemetery,  and  the  re-interment  took  place  with 
masonic  ceremonies. 

Pliny  Merrick,  bom  at  Brookficld,  Aug.  2,  1794,  the  son  of  Hon.  Pliny 
Merrick  of  that  town,  was  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1814.  He  was 
admitted  to  the  Worcester  bar  in  1817,  and  practised  at  Worcester,  Charlton, 
Swansey  and  Taunton  until  June,  1824,  when  he  returned  to  Worcester.  He 
was  county  attorney  from  July,  1824,  until  May,  1832,  when  he  was  appointed 

Bebecca  FoiFle,  mother,  of  Mrs.  Mary  Thomas.    Boro  in  Boston,  Dec  27th,  1727.    Died  Jnlj 

17th,  1803. 

"  Life's  tbcatro  m  yet  U  shut*  and  dcaUi, 

Strong  dcaib  olono  can  bcavc  the  mtwty  bar, 

This  froM  tmpcdiment  of  claj  mnor*. 

And  make  us,  cmbryoa  of  cxUtcnce,  frtM.** 

<«In  memory  of  Mrs.  Fidelity  Bhickman,  bom  ou  Long  Island,  aged  60;  mother  of  iMiah 
Thomas.    Died  Jan.  14th,  1708." 

Besides  those,  there  is  resting  on  the  slab  at  the  rear  of  the  tomb,  an  Tinaneloted  ooiBa,  whi€lt 
is  said  to  contain  the  remains  of  Mrs.  Hcmmenwny,  a  daughter  of  Isaiah  Thomas. 

The  Mrs.  Knox  here  interred,  is  said  by  Rev.  George  Allen  to  have  been  the  widow  of  Qmendt 
Knox  of  Kevolationary  fame,  first  Secretary  of  War  in  the  e:ibtnet  of  George  Washington. 

The  opening  of  the  tomb  was  witosied  by  the  Mayor,  the  Comndttee  of  the  City  Council  on  tlM 
removal  of  the  bodies  from  the  cemeteiy  and  several  members  of  the  Woieettar  Sociely  d 
Antiquity. 
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MtMkt  ftttoniey,  and  held  tho  httor«fiMi  until  1848,  wbn  ht^im  wde  Jad{ge 
ofthe  Cuurt  of  Gominon  Pleas.  Ha  MBignad  tka  lattar  «Aea  in  18<8t  bnt  ^waa 
laappoiiitcd  in  1850,  and  was  prcmiotad  to  tha  benak  of  tha  Supaaaui  JmHaial 
GoQft  in  1858. .  Ho  roproaeuted  Wor€a«tar  in  lioth  branoiiaaof  tlia  Legjalatia^ 
aad  waafor  two  yeara  praudent  of  tlia  Wcmettar  and  Naihaa  Bailniad.  BBa 
aama  ti  prominent  among  tlioae  wlio  bave.givon  a  liigh.  dmnctar  to  tlia  Wbtoa^ 
tfr  bar.  Ha  remorcd  to  Boiton  in  1855,  and  died  there  Jan.  81. 1867. 
.  |^iRi<ea  DeTcns  waa  bom  at  Charieetoirn»  AiMril  4,  I82O9  aad  giadaatad  afeHaiw 
ailQ  CMIcgD  in  1838.  He  practised  biir  in  FraukHn  Goanty  until  1819,  when  ha 
waakppointed  United  States  marshal  fur  the  dintriet  of  Jlassaehoaetta  by  Prca- 
idMifrTaybr.  Ho  resigned  tho  office  in  the  spring  of  1853,  and  in  Mqr.tif  the 
filhiwiug  year  resumed  the  practice  of  law  at  Woroeater,  which  is  atill  hia  lawfnl 
kpoie. ,  On  thoni^t  of  April  20, 1861,  he  left  Woroestor  as  msjor  oommandi^g 
the  8d  battalion  of  rifles,  with  whoiA  hoacrvod  until  July  11,  whenhe  returned 
to  take  command,  of  the  15th  Massachusetts  regiment  of  ▼olnnteen,  the  first 
thasa  years*  r^ment  raised  in  the  county.  In  Ainril,  186S,  ho  was  pnmioted 
tube  brigadier-general,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  war  did  galhuit  and  brilliant 
aarrioe.  He  was  wounded  at  Bairs  Bluff,  Eur'  Oaks,  ChancelkinsTille  and 
Obld  Harbor.  He  was  commissioned  major-gMieral  by  bra¥et  for  gallantly 
•aMl^gOod  conduct  at  the  capture  uf  Richmond,  where  the  troops  of  his  diviaii m 
weiw  tbsk  Jrst  to  occupy  the  enemy's  works.  He  was  mustered  .out  in  J«ne, 
186jk  i.In  April, ;1867,  ho  was  appointed  a  judgcof  the  Superior.  Court  of  thia 
CUaidMnwealth,  and  in  Octolier,  1873,  an  associate  .justice  of  tho  Supremo 
Jadiaial  Court.  In  March,  1877,  ho  waa  called  to  the  cabinet  of  Pktsaideiit 
Hayes  as  attorney-general  of  the  United  States,  and  now  holds  that  position. 

Geoige  F.  Hoar,  son  of  Hon.  Samuel  Hoar,  was  born  at  Concord,  Aug.  29^ 
1826,  and  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  184G.  He  was  admitted  tci  the 
Worcester  bar  in  1849,  was  representative  in  1852,  and  senator  in  1857.  lie 
represented  Ibis  district  in  Congress  from  1869  to  1877,  when  iic  was  choaen 
United  States  Senator. 

Francis  H.  Dewey,  son  of  Hon.  Charles  A.  Dewey,  was  bom  at  Northain|>> 
ton,  July  12^  1821 ,  and  was  graduated  at  Williams  College  in  1840.  lie  began 
the  practice  of  law  here  in  1843^  and  was  partner  with  lion.  Emory  Washburn 
for  one  year,  and  with  Hon.  Hartley  Williams  (now  justice  of  the  Central 
District  Court)  from' 1850  until  18G9,  when  he  was  api>ointcd  judgo  of  the 
Superior  Court,  which  position  he  still  holds.  He  was  State  Sonatoi^  in  1856 
and  1869. 

Adin  Thayer,  son  of  Caleb  Thayer  of  Mendon,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1854.  He  was  one  of  the  original  ^  freesoilers,"  and  has  ever  been  conspicu- 
ous in  the  i>oIitics  of  the  city,  county  and  State.  He  has  been  trial  justice,  col- 
lector of  internal  revenue  and  State  Senator,  and  was  appointed  Judge  of  Pn>- 
bate»to  succeed  the  late  Judge  Chapin. 
.  .Henry  Chapin,  the  second  mayor  of  Worcester,  held  the  office  for  two  temat 
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from  April,  1849,  to  April,  1851 ;  and  on  tho  death  of  Mayor  Blake  in  Docem* 
ber,  1870,  held  the  office  ad  interim  until  February,  1871.  Mr.  Cbapin  was 
son  of  Elisha  Cbapin  of  Upton ;  was  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1835, 
and  began  the  praetico  of  law  here  in  1838.  He  practised  for  a  few  yeara  in 
Uxbridge,  but  returned  hero  in  1846,  and  in  1849  was  appointed  commissioner 
of  insolvency.  He  repi*e8ented  Uxbridge  in  tho  Legislature  of  1845,  and 
Worcester  in  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  1853.  In  1858  he  was  ap- 
pointed judge  of  the  Court  of  Probate  and  Insolvency,  and  held  the  office  until 
his  death,  Oct.  13,  1878,  at  tlic  age  of  sixty-seven  years  6ve  months.  He 
received  the  honorary  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  his  alma  mater.  Judge  Chapin 
enjoyed  the  confidence  of  his  clients  and  his  wards  in  the  Court  of  Probate.    • 

Peter  C.  Bacon  was  the  third  mayor,  entering  upon  his  office  in  April,  1851. 
Under  a  revision  of  the  city  charter,  the  next  municipal  year  was  made  to  begin 
with  January,  1852,  and  Mr.  Bacon  served  his  second  term  in  that  year.  He 
was  born  in  Dudley,  Nov.  11, 1804  ;  the  son  of  Jephthah  Bacon ;  was  graduated 
at  Brown  University  in  1827,  and  practised  law  in  Oxford  until  Jan.  1,  1844, 
when  he  removed  to  Worcester,  where  ho  continues  in  practice,  the  honored 
and  esteemed  Nestor  of  tho  bar  of  this  county.  Ho  represented  the  city  in  the 
Legislature  of  1848,  was  made  a  doctor  of  laws  by  Brown  University  in  1857, 
and,  on  tho  re-enactment  of  the  United  States  bankrupt  law  in  18G7,  ho  was 
appointed  register  of  bankruptcy,  an  office  which  he  still  holds,  for  tho  settle- 
ment of  the  many  cases  which  accumulated  prior  to  tho  repeal  of  the  law. 

John  S.  C.  Knowlton,  foui*th  mayor,  held  tho  office  in  1853  and  1854.  Mr. 
Knowlton,  who  came  to  Worcester  from  Lowell,  conducted  tho  ** National 
Republican,''  and  its  successor,  the  "Worcester  Palladium/'  from  Jan.  1, 1834, 
until  his  death,  July  1,  1871.  He  was  State  Senator  iu  1852,  and  was  elected 
for  1853,  but  resigned  to  l^ecome  mayor.  Ho  was  appointed  high  sheriff  In 
1857,  and  served  until  his  death.  He  was  an  able  writer,  and  a  man  of  great 
firmness  of  character,  whom  the  good  respected  and  the  bad  feared. 

George  W.  Richardson,  fifth  mayor,  served  in  1855>  and  1857.  He  is  tlie 
son  of  John  Richardson  of  Boston,  deceased  ;  was  graduated  at  Harvard  Col* 
l^e  in  the  class  of  1829,  and  begxui  the  practi(;e  of  law  in  Worcester  in  1884. 
He  served  as  aid  on  the  staiT  of  Gov.  Davis,  and  iu  1853  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Clifibrd  sheriff  of  the  county,  holding  the  office  for  four  years*  He  WM 
president  of  the  City  Bank  from  its  establishment  in  1854  until  the  summer  of 
1878.     He  is  residing  at  present  at  St.  John,  N.  B. 

The  bixth  mayor,  Isaac  Davis,  son  of  Phinehas  Davis,  was  bom  at  North* 
borough,  June  2,  1799 ;  graduated  at  Brown  University  in  1822;  studied  law 
with  his  uncle,  Qor.  Davis,  and  %vas  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1825.  He  was  the 
first  chief  engineer  of  the  fire  department  on  its  establishment  in  1835 ;  mam- 
ber  of  the  Executive  Council  in  1851-2 ;  State  Senator  in  1854 ;  mayor  io  1856t 
1858  and  in  1861 ;  and  was  president  of  Worcester  Academy  for  forty  yetrs 
from  its  foundation  iu  1834.     He  has  been  a  director  of  the  Qutosigaoiaod 
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Bank  from  its  iocorporatioD  in  ISSS,  and  was  its  president  from  1836  to  1842, 
and  from  1854  to  1879.  Ho  received  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  from  Columhia 
Collie,  Washington,  in  1846,  and  from  Brown  University  in  I860.  Ho  has 
filled  a  large  number  of  other  offices  and  plaues  of  trust,  nearly  all  of  which  he 
has  recently  resigned. 

Alexander  H.  Bullock  was  the  seventh  mayor  of  the  city,  serving  in  the  year 
1899.  He  was  born  at  Royalston,  ^larch  2,  1816;  the  son  of  Rufus  Bullock ; 
was  graduated  at  Amherst  College  in  183C,  aud  was  admitted  to  the  bar  ia 
1841.  In  the  same  year,  he  served  as  aid  upon  the  staif  of  Grov.  Davis.  He 
served  for  ten  terms  as  representative  in  the  Legislature,  the  first  in  1844, 
and  the  hist  six  from  18(30  to  1865,  inclusive,  being  S[>caker  of  the  House  for 
the  last  four  years  of  his  service.  He  was  State  Senator  in  1849,  and  Judge  of 
Insolvency  from  1856  to  1858.  In  1866  he  was  elected  Grovemor  of  tho  Com- 
monwealth, and  was  re-elected  in  1867  aud  1868.  Gov.  Bullock  has  always 
been  an  able  and  a  popular  speaker.  For  several  years  past,  his  services  as 
din  orator  have  been  in  constant  demand,  and  his  orations  before  colleges, 
literary  societies  and  other  assemblies  would  fill  a  large  volume.  Tho  sound 
l^c,  origiuality  of  thought  and  pureness  of  diction  by  which  they  are  charao- 
ferized  entitle  them  to  preservation  for  posterity. 

^  William  W.  Rice,  son  of  Rev.  Benjamin  Rice  of  Deerfield,  was  bom  March 
7,  1826,  and  graduated  at  Bowdoiu  College  in  1846.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  1854,  and  succeeded  Gov.  Bullock  as  Judge  of  Insolvency  in  1858,  serv- 
ing for  a  few  months  until  the  courts  of  Probate  and  lusolvency  were  uuitcd. 
He  served  as  the  eighth  mayor  of  the  city  in  1860.  He  was  represeutativc 
to  tho  General  Court  in  1875,  and  was  elected  representative  to  Congress  in 
the  autumn  of  1876,  and  airaiu  in  1878. 

P.  Emory  Aldrich,  the  ninth  mayor,  a  native  of  Xew  Salem,  in  this  State,  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  iu  1846.  He  practised  first  at  Petersham,  but  removed  to 
Barre  in  December  of  that  year,  where  he  lived  until  1854,  when  he  came  to 
this  city.  In  January,  1855,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  Peter  C. 
Bacon,  which  continued  until  bis  elevation  to  the  bench  of  the  Superior  Court 
ia  1873.  He  represented  Barre  in  the  Couslitutioiial  Convention  of  1853,  and 
Worcester  in  the  Leirislaturcs  of  1806  and  1867  ;  was  district-attorney  for  the 
middle  district  from  1853  to  1855,  and  from  1857  to  1866,  and  was  mayor  io 
1862.  He  has  written  some  able  addresses  upon  subjects  of  general  interest, 
and  continues  to  hold  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Superior  Court. 

The  succeedinir  mayors  have  been  :  — 

lOth. — Daniel  Waldo  Liucohi  (18G3,  1864)  son  of  Governor  Lincoln,  born 
Jan.  16,  1813,  graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1831,  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1834.  He  early  devoted  himself  to  horticulture,  but  represented  the  town 
in  the  Legislature  of  1846.  On  the  union  of  the  Boston  and  Worcester  and 
Western  Kailroad  cori>orations  in  1867,  he  became  vice-president  of  the  new 
company,  the  Boston  and  Albany  Eailroad,  and  has  been  its  president  since 
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1876.  During  bis  term  of  office  the  long-iiecded  increase  in  the  wfiter-supplj 
of  the  cit}'^  was  effected,  by  constructing  the  Worcester  water-works  f^om 
Lyude  Brook  in  Leicester. 

nth.— Pbincbas  Ball  (1865)  was  born  at  Boylston,  Jan.  18,  1824.  He 
studied  surveying  with  an  uncle  in  Woonsocket,  and  in  1841  began  thq  practice 
of  ficld-survojMng  in  Bojiston  and  its  neighborhood.  In  August,  1846,  he 
moved. to  Worcester,  and  studied  drawing  in  the  office  of  Wm.  Brown,  afcbi- 
tcct.  In  1847  he  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  K.  Kirby,  architect,  wjiich 
connection  lasted  but  eight  months.  He  was  engaged  in  building  the  railroad 
to  Nashua  in  1847  and  1848,  and  in  April,  1849,  formed. a  partnership  with 
Elbridge  Boy  den,  architect,  which  continued  eleven  years.  Among  the  build- 
ings built  under  direction  of  the  firm  were  the  Taunton  Hospital  for  the  Insane, 
Mechanics'  Hnll  and  the  jails  at  Greenfield  and  Fitchburg.  In  1848  he  made 
a  plan  for  the  Bell  Pond  aqueduct,  in  1849  set  grades  for  the  first  block-paving 
put  down  in  the  rity,  and  in  1850  laid  the  first  sewer.  In  1854  he  made  the 
first  surveys  for  increasing  the  water-supply,  under  direction  of  AI.  B.  Inches, 
of  Boston  ;  was  water  commissioner  from  February,  1863,  to  April,  1867^  and 
city  engineer  from  that  date  to  September,  1872;  constructed  the  Worcester 
water-works  in  1864,  and  began  the  system  of  sewers  in  1867.  In  the  autamn 
of  1872  he  acted  as  consulting  engineer  in  the  .matter  of  the  Mil ler*s  River 
nuisance  in  Cambridge  and  Somervillc,  and  in  the  following  spring  went  to 
Springfield  as  chief  engineer  of  the  water-works  there,  which  he  built  in  1874 
and  1873.  He  has  originated  several  ])ateuted  devices  connected  with  w^ter* 
supply,  and  those  which  he  invented  with  Benaiah  Fitts  led  to  the  establisbr 
ment,  in  1868,  of  the  Union  Water-Meter  Company  of  this  city. 

12th. — James  B.  Blake  (1866  to  1870,  inclusive)  was  the  son  of  James 
Blake  of  Boston,  where  he  was  born  Juno  19,  1827.  Graduating  from 
^Chauncy  Hall  School,'"  he  studied  engineering  with  the  firm  of  Blake  &  Dar- 
racott,  and  came  to  Worcester  in  their  service,  they  l>eing  contractors  for  the 
gas-works  in  this  city.  He  was  appointed  agent  of  the  Worcester  Gas-Ligbt 
Company  in  January,  1852,  and  superintendent  of  their  works,  and  held  that 
position  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  On  entering  upon  the  cfflEice  of  mayor,  be 
was  evidently  impressed  with  the  fact  that  not  only  had  the  city  outgrown  its 
conveniences,  but  also  that  a  greater  future  was  in  store,,  and  that  extensire 
im])rovements  were  required  to  bo  j^romptly  made ;  not  only  to  promoto  its 
growth,  but  also  to  secure  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants.  Though 
all  the  improvements  which  took  place  during  his  administration  may  not  have 
originated  in  his  own  mind,  yet  by  the  readiness  with  which  be  adopted  snch 
•as  his  judiiuient  approved,  and  by  the  energy  and  tact  with  which  he  set  them 
in  execution,  he  seemed  to  make  them  his  own  ideas.  Among  these  were  the 
enlargement  of  the  water-works,  the  elaborate  and  admirable  system  of  sewer- 
age, the  extension  of  the  sidewalks  into  scores  of  streets  where  they  were  sadly 
needed,  the  idea  of  the  soldiers'  monument,  and  the  magnificence  of  the 
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sdiool  building.  On  the  evening  of  Friday*  Deo.  16,  1870, — just  after  he 
had  been  elected  to  a  sixth  term  of  his  office  of  mayor,  —  he  Tisited  tbe  gas- 
works to  inspect  some  repairs  which  had  been  made  daring  his  brief  abaence 
from  the- city.  Approudiins:  the  pnrifying-house  with  the  foreman,  who  carried 
a  lanteri\,  the  giis  which  had  escaped  from  a  stop-cock,  accidentally  left  open, 
exploding^  demolished  the  building  and  seyerely  bnnicd  Mr.  Blake  and  his 
attendant.  '  He  died  ;ithi3  resideifce  on  Sunday  morning,  about  thirty-six  hours 
after  the  accident.  The  l>elU  of  the  city  were  tolled  (loni  12  to  1  o'clock. 
Public  obsequies,  under  direction  of  the  cit^  goTemmont^  were  held  at  Mechan- 
ic8*  Hall  on  the  ^Thursday  following.  Set^n  former  mayors,  with  John  C 
Mason,  Esq.,  offiqiatcd  ns  palUbearers.  'Addresses  yr^re  made  by  Rev.  Eklward 
£•  Halo  of  Boston,  who  had  l>oen  his  former  pastor  at  tbe  Church  of  £be  Unity 
here,  and  by  Hdn.  Alexander  H.  Bullock.  *  A  long  procession^  aceompaniod 
his  remains  to  the  Rural  Cemetery,  where  a  monument *to  his  memory,  has  since 
been  erected,  by  order  of  the  city  g(tvernment.  :•  :'- 

13th. — ^Edward  Earle,  the  son  of  Timothy  Earlc  of  I/eicester,  came  to 
Worcester  in  1832,  and  engaged  in  the  wholesale  flour  business  with  his  cousin, 
Robert  Earle.  In  1835  he  entered  into  the  iron  business  with  Joseph  Pratt, 
continuing  until  1848.  He  then  became  partner  with  his  half-brother,  Timothy 
K.  Earle,  in  the  manufacture  of  card-clothing.  He  represented  the  Legishiture 
in  1851,  was  alderman  in  1853,  and  mayor  in  1871.  He  was  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Indian  Peace  Commission,  constituted  by  President  Grant,  and 
for  several  years  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities,  being  chairman  for 
some  time  previous  to  bis  death,  which  occurred  May  19,  1877,  at  the  a^  of 
66  years. 

14th.  George  F.  Veny,  boru  in  Mcndon,  July  14,  1826,  was, admitted*  to 
the  bar  Sept.  -s,  1851,  and  is  senior  memljer  of  the  firm  oi\yerry^'&  Gaskell, 
enjoying,  a  Jprgo  ;Uk1  hieriitive  practice.  '  He  was  mi\jpr  in  IjP^?,  and  State 
Senator  in  1874  ancj  1875.  ^    "^        --•  :\:     •>    ^  • ," 

15th.  Clark  Jillson,  a  nati\'^e  of  Whitiu<sham.  Vt.,  \Vas  clerk  of  the  Police 
Court  and  its  successor,  the.Mnnicipal  Coiitf,  from  1858  to.  July,  1871,  when 
he  was  appointed  judge  of  thq  First  District  .CoH^t  of  Southern  Worcester. 
Ho  was  mayor  in  1873,  1875  "and  187G.  -  He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the 
Society  of  Antiquity>  and  has  one  (^f  the  most  valuable  private  collcctioos  of 
rare  old  books,  especially  of  Bibbs,  in  the  city.  -  ' 

16th.  Edward  L.  Davis,  second  son  -cff  Hon.  Isaac. Davis,  was  born  April 
22,  1834,  and-gradiiatcd  at  Brown  University  in  1854.  Was  mayor  iii  1874, 
and  State  Senator  in  187(1.^  -Jlr.  Davis  has  been  for  sevefat  years  treasurer 
of  the  Washburn  Iron  Company,  havinir  left  the  bar,  to  which  he  was  admitted 
in  1857.  He  has  succeeded  his  father  as  President  of  the  Quinsigamond 
National  Bank  and  in  other  oiBces  of  trust. 

17th.  Charles  B.  Pratt  is  now  (1879)  in  his  third  vear  of  service  as  mavor. 
Mr.  Pratt  was  born  at  Lancaster,  Feb.  14,  1824.     His  early  life  was  devoted 
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to  the  business  of  Hubmarine  explorations,  in  which  connection  he  engaged  in 
some  important  undertakings.  He  established  his  home  at  Worcester  in  1840. 
He  represented  the  city  in  the  Legislature  in  1859,  wa.s  a  member  of  the  Common 
Council  1856,  1857,  and  1859,  and  an  alderman  in  1861-3,  resigning  in  the  lost 
year  to  accept  the  office  of  city  marshal  under  flavor  Lincoln.  Mr.  Pratt  has 
for  several  years  been  president  of  the  Worcester  Agricultural  Society,  and  is 
president  of  the  First  National  Fire  Insurance  Company. 


CHAPTER  Xra. 

BURIAL  PLACES  AND  CEMETERIES  —  3IILITARY  COMPANIES  —  A  POLITICAL 
SQUABBLE  —  GRAND  ARMY  OF  THE  REPUBLIC  — LlBFJiRlES — MECHANICS' 
ASROCIATIOX — WORCESTEU  COUXTY  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  —  WATER-WORKS  — 
BREAKAGE  OF  A  RESERVOIR  —  FIRE  DEPARTMENT  —  TELEGRAPHIC  ALARM  — 
Cnr  HOSPITAL  —  POOR  FARM  —  POLICE  —  ASYLOI  FOR  INSANE  —  RETREATS 
AND  HOMES  —  BANKS  —  BOARD  OF  TRADE  —  SECRET  SOCIETIES. 

The  civil,  military,  and  municipal  institutions  of  Worcester  are  next  to  be 
considered. 

The  earliest  burial-place  in  the  town  was  in  a  grove  of  oaks,  at  the  comer  of 
Summer  and  Thomas  streets.  Twenty-eight  persons  were  buried  here  between 
1717  and  the  establishment  of  the  graveyard  on  the  common,  in  1730.  The 
Mechanic  Street  burying-ground  was  set  apart  from  the  ministerial  land  by 
vote  of  the  town  in  1784.  The  one  at  '^Pine  Meadow"  was  bought  and  laid 
out  in  1828.  In  1834  the  town  purchased  two  other  tracts  for  public  cemete- 
ries. Of  these,  one  of  six  acres  was  on  **  Raccoon  Plain"  (on  the  north  side  of 
Cambridge  Street,  west  of  the  Norwich  Railroad),  and  the  other,  of  a  little  more 
than  twenty-two  acres,  was  on  the  south  side  of  Pleasant  Street,  extending 
from  Newton  Street  to  a  point  equidistant  between  Mason  and  Bellevae 
streets.  The  latter  was  sold  in  1842,  and  the  former  in  1863.  "Fifty  years 
ago,  the  village  churchyards  of  New  England  were  neglected,  uninviting  spots. 
A  desire  for  a  l)ettcr  state  of  things, — for  a  resting-place  which  should  be 
permanent,  where  members  of  the  same  family  might  I>e  laid  side  by  tide,  to 
remain  nnmolestcd  by  man  forever, — led  several  citizens  of  this  town  to  form 
the  "Rural  Cemetery  Association,"  which  was  incorporated  Feb.  23,  1838,  and 
authorized  to  receive  the  gift  of  nine  acres  of  land  on  Grove  Street^  which 
Daniel  Waldo  had  purchased  for  the  purpose.  Later  purchases  have  enlarged 
the  cemeterj'  to  about  fifty  acres. 

In  1851  fifty-three  acres,  southward  from  New  Worcester,  were  boQgbt  by 
the  city  for  $1,850,  and  laid  out  as  *' Hope  Cemetery."  Hon.  Levi  Lincoln, 
the  first  president  of  the  Bural  Cemetery  Association,  was  first  chairman  of 
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th6  trustees  of  tlie  new  cemetery,  which  now  comprises  sixty  eeyon  acres. 
About  nineteen  hundred  lots  had  been  sold  at  the  close  of  last  3*ear«  and  the 
good  taste  of  tho  trustees  is  making  the  grounds  picturesque  and  attraethre. 

The  Worcester  [heavy]  Artillery  was  formed  about  the  year  1783»  its  first 
Mptain  being  Mnj.  William  TreadwelU  one  of  tho  most  gallant  officers  of  the 
army  of  the  Revcilution.  Its  two  guns  were  kept  in  the  gun«hoase  upon  the 
common ;  but  gun-house  and  company  ceased  to  exist  at  nearly  the  same  tinie, 
about  the  year  1840. 

The  Worcester  Rifle  Corps  existed  from  1823  to  1835. 

Besides  the  volunteer  companies,  there  were  also  companies  of  militia,  under 
the  laws  which  prevailed  during  tho  first  part  of  thi.^  century.  In  183G,  besides 
the  vohniteer  company  of  infantry  and  one  of  artillery,  thero  were  two  large 
companies  of  militia,  with  a  force  of  more  than  two  hundred  men. 

One  of  the  oldest  military  organizations  in  the  State  b  the  Worcester  Ltigfat 
Infiwtry,  which  was  chartered  in  ISOl,  and  paraded  for  the  first  tinae  in  May 
of  that  year,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Levi  Thaxtcr. 

The  memorable  political  campaign  of  1840,  with  its  log-cabins  and  hard- 
cider,  its  ''Tippecanoe  and  Tj-ler  too,**  is  not  forgotten  by  anybody  who  was 
then  above  six  or  eight  years  of  age.  Both  Whigs  and  Democrats  began, 
early  in  spring,  to  prepare  for  a  political  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July,  and 
each  party  desii-edthe  services  of  the  Light  Infantry,  the  only  military  com- 
pany in  the  town,  as  an  escort.  Col.  John  W.  Lincoln,  anticipating  formal 
action  by  the  Whigs,  gave  a  verbal  invitation  to  the  commander,  Capt.  D. 
Waldo  Lincoln,  to  perform  the  service,  but  this  was  followed  in  a  few  days  by 
a  written  invitation  from  Levi  A.  Dowlcv,  chairman  of  a  regularly  appointed 
Democratic  committee.  The  commimiciUioii  of  these  two  invitations  to  the 
company  caused  an  explosion  as  if  a  blazing  brand  had  been  thrown  into  a 
powder  magazine.*  An  earnest  debate  followed,  and  it  was  decided  by  a  strict 
party  vote,  to  accept  the  invitation  of  tho  Democrats.  The  Whig  members 
declared  thtit  they  would  never  perform  another  da\''s  duty,  and  their  Whig 
ommanJer,  although  himself  retaining  the  command  until  after  the  Fourth  of 
uly,  procured  their  discharge.  This  rupture  in  the  company  was  tho  imroe* 
tiate  cause  of  the  formation  of  the  Worcester  Guards,  and  for  several  vears 
he  infantry  recruited  their  ranks  from  the  Democrats,  while  none  but  Whiirs 
nlistcd  in  the  Guards.  Worcester,  after  all,  was  not  the  scene  of  the  rival 
elebrations.  They  were  transferred  to  Barre,  where  the  Whigs,  with  Daniel 
^Vebster  for  orator,  and  a  Fitchburg  company  for  escort ;  and  the  Democrats, 
escorted  by  the  Worcester  Liirht  Infantry  with  its  Whig  captain,  and  havino^ 
George  Bancroft  for  orator,  met  upon  the  common, — one  of  the  most  memor- 
able Mtherin^s  ever  assembled  in  tho  countv. 

The  outbreak  of  the  civil  war,  in  1861,  found  the  light  infantry  ready  for 
duty.     Its  dci)arture  and  experience  as  the  left-flank  company  of  the   sixth 

•  The  accouDt  of  this  episode  is  gathered  from  MSS.  by  Hon.  D.  Waldo  LincoUu 
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regiment,  have  been  described  in  the  foregoing  pages.  The  present  officers  of 
the  conapany  nre : — F.  Linus  Child,  captain ;  Winslow  S.  Lincoln  and  Frank 
H.  Sprague,  lieutenants. 

Naturally  enough,  the  company  formed  here  in  1840,  first  took  the  name  of 
''Harrison  Guards,"  which  in  a  few  years  was  changed  to  Worcester  Guards, 
and  again,  a  few  years  later,  to  Worcester  CitN"  Guards.  A  few  years  previous 
to  the  war,  the  company  were  armed  with  rifles,  and  the  third  battalion  of 
rifles  was  organized,  which  followed  close  upon  the  light  iiifantrj'  to  the  scene 
of  war.  Edwin  R.  Shumway  is  the  present  captain,  and  William  J.  Stamp 
and  George  II.  Cleveland,  lieutenants. 

In  the  spring  of  1869  a  section  or  platoon  of  light  artillery,  with  two  guns, 
was  organized  here  and  designated  as  the  Fifth  Battery^  Its  appearance,,  under 
Capt.  Henry  W.  Reed,  at  the  September  muster,  was  so  creditable  that  author- 
ity was  given  to  increase  its  force  to  a  full  battery  of  four  guns,  and  it  was  re- 
organized as  such  in  November  of  the  same  year.  It  was  unattached  until 
187G,  when  a  battalion  w^as  formed  from  this  company  and  cne  in  Law- 
rence, when  the  Worcester  company  took  the  designation  of  Battery  B. 
A  re-organization  of  the  militia  during  the  winter  of  li378  left  the  company 
again  unattached.  John  S.  llico  was  captain  until  July,  187G,  when  be  was 
succeeded  by  Capt.  George  L.  Allen,  the  present  commander.  This  battery 
has  always  stood  at  the  head  of  similar  organizations,  which  has  been  due  in. 
part  to  the  fitness  of  its  officers  and  the  character  of  the  men,  and  in  part  to 
their  long  service  together. 

The  "Worcester  Continentals"  were  ororanizcd  in  the  spring  of  1876,  withi 
a  view  to  taking  part  in  the  celebration  of  the  Fourth  of  July.  They  adopted 
the  costume  of  the  oflicers  of  the  Continental  army,  and  large  numbers  joined 
their  ranks.  Their  parades  arc  always  attractive,  and  their  annual  excursions 
are  very  pleasant.  The  Legislature  of  1879  gave  them  a  charter,  and  they  are 
now  organized  as  a  battalion.  W.  S.  B.  Hopkins,  who  has  been  the  cota^. 
roander  from  the  start,  is  Lieut.  Colonel;  E.  A.  Wood,  Adjutant;  W.  F. 
Pond,  Quartermaster;  F.  II.  Kelley,  Surgeon.  The  captains  are:  E.  J. 
Russell,  Nathaniel  Paine,  W.  F.  Ewell,  and  F.  A.  Leland. 

The  local  Post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  organized  April  IS, 
1867,  is  the  largest,  and  was  the  tenth  in  the  order  of  organization,  in  this 
Commonwealth.  It  occupies  Brinley  Hall,  which  was  for  many  years  the 
favorite  place  for  lectures,  balls  and  other  gatherings.  It  has  a  carefully 
guarded  relief  fund,  to  which  additions  are  annually  made  by  the  exertions  of 
the  members  through  dramatic  representations,  fail's,  or  by  other  means.  The 
Post  has  the  warmest  sympathy  of  the  community,  who  readily  respond  at  any 
time  to  its  calls  for  assistance  made  in  this  agreeable  form. 

A  *^  Social  Library ''  was  formed  here  in  1793,  but  little  is  now  known  at  its 
history. 

A  library  was  established  for  the  circulation  of  books  by  the  Worcester 
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Coanty  AtbefiaBoni,  ao  associfttion  incorporated  March  12, 1830.  Rev.  George 
Allen  was  president ;  Frederick  W.  Riine,  treasurer,  and  William  IjineoUu 
secretary.  The  books  wore  stored  in  a  room  of  the  Antiquarian  Hall,  and 
could  be  taken  only  by  shareholders.  The  association  became  extinct  after 
some  eight  or  ten  years,  and  their  collection  became  blended  with  that  ci  the 
Antiquarian  Society. 

The  Worcester  Lyceum  *  was  formed  Xov.  4,  1829,  for  mutual  instrtiction 
and  improvement.  Jonathan  Going  was  the  first  president,  and  Anthony  Chase, 
secretary.  A  circulating  libmr}*  was  soon  established,  which  was  accessible  to 
all  who  purchased  tickct.s  to  the  annual  course  of  lectures.  The  Ijceum  lec- 
tures are  still  maintained  bv  the  Worcester  Lvceum  and  Natural  History 
Association. .  The  library  has  been  merged  in  the  Free  Public  Liibrary  ni 
Worcester. 

Dr.  John  Green, f  on  Dec.  27,  1859,  gave  to  the  city  a  choice  library  of 
about  7,000  volumes  in  trust  for  the  free  use  of  the  citizens  forever,  as  a  librarv 
of  consultatiou  and  reference,  to  be  used  only  in  the  library  building'.  The 
conditions  of  his  gift  required  that  the  library  should  be  managed  by  twelve 
directors,  elected  by  the  city  council,  and  that  the  city  should  furnish  a  suitable 
building,  to  be  kept  warmed  and  lighted,  and  should  pay  the  salary  of  a  libra- 
rian. The  Lyceum  and  Library  Association  seconded  Dr.  Green  by  givii^ 
their  library  of  about  4,500  volumes  to  the  cit\'at  the  same  time,  as  the  nucleus 
of  a  circulating  library.  In  1865  upwards  of  $10,000  was  raised  by  popular 
subscription  as  a  fund  for  the  maintenance  of  a  free  reading-room.  The  library 
building  on  Elm  Street,  which  is  generally  well  adapted  to  its  uses,  was  erected 
by  the  city  in  l^GO.  Dr.  Green,  who  had  supplemented  his  original  gift  bv 
constant  adJitional  ones,  aniountiiiiz  to  4,968  volumes,  died  in  the  autumn  of 
1865,  leaving  $30,000  and  the  rcvei-sion  of  certain  trust  funds  to  the  citv. 
with  careful  provisions  for  the  custody  and  appropriation  of  the  whole.  In 
brief,  oue-fourlli  of  the  income  is  to  he  added  annually  to  the  fund,  and  thi-ee- 
fourths  to  the  purcliase  of  books  for  the  reference  department.  The  Citv 
Council  has  shown  conau)endable  discretion  in  the  selection  of  the  directors, 
and  the  city  is  fortunate  in  receiving  the  services  of  Mr.  Samuel  S-  Green  as 
librarian,  ^vhose  oriizinal  ideas  as  to  tlic  proper  u^^e  and  real  end  of  a  public 
library  have  not  only  made  our  own  institution  a  potent  factor  in  the  education 
of  the  whole  people,  hut  have  also,  through  his  writings  and  his  example,  pro- 
duced the  same  etlect  in  many  other  cities  of  the  country.  It  is  this  librarian's 
theory  that  visitors  coming  for  information  should  he  encouraged  and  not 
repelled;  that,  by  personal  attention,  every  facility  should  he  given  thera  to 
obtain  the  exact  information  which  they  need.  Putting  this  theory  into  prac- 
tice, the  great  mine  of  information  contained  in  the  li1)rary  is  thorou^-hlv 
worked  and  its  wealth,  extracted  with  intelligence,  steadih'  enriches  the  brains 
of  the  people.     The  stati:5tics  for  the  year  1878  show  that  on  an  avoraixo  oi^^htv- 

•  See  Vol.  I.,  page  137.  t  See  pa^e  622. 


MECHANICS*  ASSOCIATION.  643 

three  volumes  a  day  were  given  out  in  the  ^  reference  department"  for  serious 
inquiry,  and  in  the  circulating  department  four  hundred  and  thirty-one,  to  be 
taken  to  the  homes  of  applicants.  The  number  of  volumeis  in  the  library 
at  the  close  of  the  year  v/as,  Green  Library,  18,628 ;  Intermediate  Depart- 
ment (from*  which  books  can  be  taken  under  certain  restridtions),  8,939 ; 
Circulating  Department,  17,588.  The  circulating  department  is  closed  on 
Sundays  and  legal  holidays,  the  reference  department  on  legal  holidays  only, 
and  the  newspaper  reading-room  is  open  every  day  in  the  year.  The  hours  on 
Sunday  are  from  2  to  9  p.  m.  The  average  attendance  on  Sundays  in  1878 
was  two  hundred  and  forty-eight,  and  the  average  number  of  volumes  delivered 
on  Sundays  for  use  within  the  building  was  forty-eight.  A  large  number  of 
reference-books,  such  as  dictionaries,  lexicons,  encyclopaedias  and  the  like  are 
placed  in  reach  of  visitors ;  and  no  account  is  made  of  the  use  of  these.  The 
Green  Library  fund  amounted,  Nov.  30,  1878,  to  S37,49G.14. 

Nov.  27,  1841,  a  meeting  of  active  mechanics  and  of  those  interested  in 
their  welfare,  was  held  in  the  town  hall,  to  consider  the  subject  of  forming  a 
Worcester  County  Mechanics'  Association.  Ichubod  Washburn  presided, 
Albert  Tolman  was  secretary  ;  and  a  committee,  of  which  Anthony  Chase  tvas 
chairman,  was  chosen  to  report  a  constitution.  The  constitution  was  adopted 
Feb.  5,  1842,  when  William  A.  Wheeler  was  elected  president ;  Ichabocl 
Washburn,  vice-president;  Albert  Tolman,  secretar}^  and  Elbridge  G.  Par- 
tridge, treasurer.  Courses  of  lectures  have  been  given  nearly  every  year  to 
the  present  time.  The  first  Mechanics*  Fair  was  held  in  September,  1848. 
Others  have  been  held  in  1849,  1851,  1857,  aiid  one  or  two  in  later  years.  An 
act  of  incorporation  was  obtained  in  1850,  giving  authority  to  hold  real  estate 
to  the  amount  of  $75,000  [increased  to  $125,000  by  an  act  of  185G],  and  per- 
sonal property  to  the  value  of  $25,000.  In  May,  1854,  Ichabod  Washbom 
offered  to  give  $10,000  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  erection  of  a  boilding, 
if  a  like  sum  could  l)e  raised  by  subscription.  The  Waldo  estate  on  M:dQ 
Street  was  purchased,  ground  was  broken  in  July,  1855,  and  the  corner-Btone 
was  laid  with  impressive  ceremonies  on  the  3d  of  September.*  The  building 
was  completed  and  dedicated  March  19, 1857.  It  is  100  feet  5  inches  front' by 
145  feet,  with  a  height  of  85  feet  to  the  apex  of  the  pediment.  On  the  first  floor 
are  four  stores.  On  the  second  floor  arc  a  reading-room,  library'  and  ofliccs, 
and  "Washburn  Hall  "*  (named  for  Dea.  Ichabod  Washburn),  which  is  50  by 
80  feet  and  17  feet  high.  "  Mechanics'  Hall,'*  on  the  third  floor,  80  feet  by  131 
and  40  feet  high,  will  seat,  in  round  numbers,  2,000  persons.  The  burden  of 
carrying  the  building  enterprise  forward  to  completion  proved  almost  too  great 
for  the  association  to  bear,  but  the  generous  contributions  of  citizens,  many  of 
whom  were  ineligible  to  membership,  enabled  it  to  I'cdeem  and  hold  the  prop» 
erty.  Its  debt  is  now  but  $21,000,  which  is  secured  by  a  mortgsigc.  Th6 
number  of  members,  in  April,  1879,  was  1,147 ;  of  whom,  15  were  honorary, 

«  See  an  "  Historical  8f etch  "  pobUabed  by  tbe  AmodatUm  Jolj,  1801 
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169  life,  807  actire,  and  156  apprentice  members.  Tbe  fibrarTy  from  whidi 
members  aiid  their  families  can  take  books  to  be  raid  at  bome,- contained  5,299 
▼olomes.  For  several  years  a  drawui^s:*sclK>o]  for  apprentices  was  oudiitahied 
daring  the  winter  months,  but  tbe  generous  [At>rision  made  br  the  citjr  for 
instruction  in  mochanical  and  free-band  drawing  has  rendered  it.  nnneceeearr 
for  thf  associfition  taf urnish  it  longer.  Tbe  fears*  of  twenty-fiTe  .years  ago« 
that  tbe  luiilding  ^^hs  project^  on  too  grand  a  ^tele;  hare  prored  groundless. 
Already  the  larger  hall  is  prbndnnccd  too  small  for  -certain  oscs,  but  as  a  rule 
it  admirably  .mee^  the  publqp  need. .  ».    ->—- 

Tbe  .Worce^er  C6unty  Historical  Society  was  incorporated  Feb,  19,  1831, 
for  tjie  purpose  of  df>]Iocting.  statistics  for  a.iiiH  hidlory  of  the  connty.  The 
Hon.  John  I>avi9  was  president  dnrfnV  its  existence  of  some  sereh  or  eisfat 
years.  *  The  centeuHiol  anniversary  of  the  erection  of  tfie  county  iras  celebrated 
by  this  societvwithan  addi*es^  from  Mr.  Davis"  and  other  ceremonies.  The 
field  of  ]a1>or  which  this  society  aimed  to  cover  is  now  well  occupied  by  the 
Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity.* 

The  Legislature  of  179$  autUojrized  Daniel  Groulding  to  bring  water  from  a 
spring  on  bis  own  land  to  bis  bmldings  on  Front  Street,  for  the  accommodation 
of  himself  aud  other  inhabitants,  and  also  authorized  the  selectmen  to  take  water 
from  bis  pii)es  for  the  cxtini;ui^hment  of  fires.  Xo  trace  of  such  an  aqueduct 
can  now  be  found,  nor  is  it  rememl>ercd  by  those  of  our  fellow-citizens  who 
were  active  in  town  affairs  a  half  century  ago.  Several  private  aquedacts« 
vaiying  from  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  two  miles  in  length,  have  been  laid  at  dif- 
ferent times,  and  some  of  them  are  still  in  service.  The  lousiest  one,  built  bv 
Ethan  Allen  in  1848,  e.ttcudcil  from  the  farm  of  Capt.  Lewis  Barnard  on  Burn- 
coat  Street,  to  Mr.  Allen's  house  on  Main  Street,  opposite  the  city  hall.  The 
court-houses,  and  several  private  residences  and  stores  were  supplied  from  this 
aqueduet.  It  was  subsequently  purchased  by  Harrison  Bliss,  Esq.  Since  the 
conversion  of  ]Mill  Brook  at  Lincoln  Square  into  a  sewer,  the  Allen  Aqueduct 
has  been  discontinued  south  of  that  point.       .    >  ;  .      . 

Lx  ^sovemT)er,  1842,  the  town  appointed  a  committee  to  consider  the  matter 
of  ohtaiuing  a  supply  of  water  lor  i)rotection  against  6re.  In  the  followinir 
summer ,the  water  of  ''  ClatUleV  Pond"  was  analyzed  by  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson 
ofliostoji,  who  pronounced  it  purer  than  any  of  our  commdn  well  waters.  In 
November,  1843,  the  sijlcctmen  were  authorized  to  buy  the  pond  at  an  expense  not 
exceetling  $300,  and  to  construct  an  rfqueduct  at  a  cost  not  to-eX^cibect  $12,000. 
Without  c.'WTving  oiit  this  order,  the  town  Toted,  Apnl  1,  1844,  to  pay  $500 
yearly  to  any  indivldu^  or  any  company  who  should  bring  in  the  waters  of  the 
pond.  On  Feb.  28,  1845,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Centre  District  were  incor- 
porated as  the  Worcester  Aqueduct  Company.  "  Bladder  Pond  (says  Lincoln) 
has  the  shape  described  by  its-appellation.  It  is  situated  on  the  north-cast  part 
of  Chandler  Hill,  and  contains  five  or  six  acres.     The  surface  has  been  j?radiiallv 

•  See  Vol.  I.,  page  13G. 
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diminiBhing  as  the  roots  of  vegetation  have  stretched  themselves  over  its  waters, 
forming  a  floating  belt  around  on  which  it  would  he  dangerous  to  tread.**  This 
sheet  of  water  was  renamed  ^  Bell  Pond  "  (an  appellation  which  its  shape  in  some 
measure  describes).  Stephen  Salisbury^  Isaac  Davis,  William  A.  Wheeler, 
Henr}'  W.  Miller  and  Samuel  Davis  were  appointed  a  committee  of  managers 
of  the  new  company ;  and  on  May  24,  1843,  the  town  voted  to  surrender  its 
own  rights  in  the  pond,  and  either  to  pay  the  company  $400  yearly  as  long  as 
the  aqueduct  should  be  efBciently  maiutaiued,  or  to  pay  $500  a  year  until  the 
net  income,  including  this  sum,  should  exceed  six  per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  build- 
ing and  maintenance,  when  the  excess  should  be  applied  to  reimbursing  the 
town.  The  company  accepted  the  latter  offer.  The  work  of  construction  was 
completed  in  1845,  and  the  selectmen  reported,  March  2,  1846,  that  the  water 
had  been  twice  successfully  used  in  the  extinguishment  of  fires.  The  act  incor- 
porating the  city,  passed  Feb.  29,  1848,  authorized  the  city  to  purchase  the 
rights  and  property  of  the  Aqueduct  Company,  and  the  purchase  was  completed 
oi>  the  8th  of  June  following.  June  2,  1851,  the  aqueduct  commissioners 
reported  that  there  were  fifty-six  water-takers,  using  22,000  gallons  daily.  At 
this  time  it  was  evident  that  a  larger  supply  was  needed.  In  1854,  on  recom- 
mendation of  Mayor  Knowlton,  Mr.  M.  B.  Inches  of*  Boston  was  employed  to 
make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  sources  in  and  around  the  city  from  which 
an  additional  supply  could  be  obtained,  and  his  elaborate  report,  filling  a  pam- 
phlet of  about  forty  pages,  was  presented  to  the  city  council.  During  the 
autumn  of  1855  and  the  following  winter,  a  daily  supply  of  about  16,000  gal- 
lons was  obtained  by  pumping  from  Mill  Brook,  near  Exchange  Street.  In 
the  summer  of  1856,  Mr.  Inches  w*as  employed  to  make  a  special  survey  of  the 
country  around  Henshaw  Pond  in  Leicester,  with  a  view  to  store  up  its  own 
waters,  and  those  of  Kettle  Brook  to  bo  conducted  into  it  by  artificial  means. 
The  question  of  adopting  such  a  plan  was  submitted  to  popular  vote  at  the  fol- 
lowing municipal  election,  and  was  lost  through  an  informality  in  the  vote  of 
one  ward.  During  the  winter  of  1858-9,  the  pumps  wepe  again  employed.  lu 
the  summer  of  1860,  the  valley  of  Lynde  Brook  was  examined  by  order  of  the 
city  council.  The  survey,  and  an  analysis  of  the  water,  made  by  Dr.  Jackson 
of  Boston,  were  favorable,  and  the  mayor  was  authorized  to  petition  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  right  to  take  the  waters  from  that  stream.  Lynde  Brook  is  by  nature 
a  small  and  quiet  stream,  rising  in  the  south-easterly  part  of  Paxton,  and  flowing 
west  of  Tataesset  Hill  in  a  southerly  course  until,  crossing  the  county  road  to 
Leicester  in  the  village  of  Cherry  Valley,  it  unites  with  Kettle  Brook.  Near 
its  terminus  it  flows  through  a  deep  ravine  whose  sides,  in  time  of  heavy  rains 
or  thaws,  pour  down  a  sudden  copious  supply,  and  it  was  apparent  that  a  dam 
across  the  southern  end  of  the  ravine  would  catch  and  hold  for  ose  a  very  lai^ge 
amount  of  water.  But  the  successive  city  governments  were  oonservative,  and 
the  water  came  not  in  of  its  own  motion.  The  need  of  action  was  laid  before 
the  city  by  Mayor  D.  Waldo  Lincoln  in  his  inaugural  address  in  1863,  and  a 
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petition  representing  seTernl  million  dollars  of  taxable  property,  was  sent  in  to 
the  city  goremment,  asking  for  more  water.  Mr.  Pbinebas  Ball,  ^  learned 
engineer,  the  citj^'s  water  commissioner,  was  instructed  to  look  for  a  suf^j, 
and  made  a  report  giving  the  result  of  his  survey  of  the  basins  of  Ltynde  Brook, 
Henshaw  Pond  and  Kettle  Brook.  The  year  passed  without  any  action  in  the 
matter.  The  dam  at  Bell  Pond  was  raised,  however,  three  and  one-half  fiseL 
The  question  of  bringing  water  from  Lynde  Brook  wns  submitted  to  a  popular 
vote  in  January,  186rl,  and  the  people  pronounced  in  its  favor.  Tlie  work  was 
now  begun  in  earnest.  A  dam  was  begtm  in  April,  18G4,  and  finished  in  the 
summer  of  1865.  The  reservoir  thus  created  had  an  area  of  forty-eight  acres, 
and  a  capacity  of  228,000,000  gallons.  Water  was  let  into  the  pipes  Nov.  14, 
1864,  and  the  event  was  celcbraied  on  the  22d  day  of  the  month  by  a  jiarade 
of  the  fire  department  and  a  public  meeting  in  Mechanics'  Hall.  In  1867  a 
distributing  reservoir,  holding  about  3,000,000  gallons,  was  built  in  the  village 
of  Valley  Falls.  The  increased  use  of  the  water  diminished  the  head  in  the  city 
t6  such  a  degree  that  upon  Union  Hill,  and  near  Grant  Square,  the  pipes  were 
sometimes  nearly  empty.  Accordingly,  in  1873,  an  independent  main  was  laid 
from  "Xipnet  Pond"  (the  name  given  to  the  storiog  reservoir  by  the ci^  coon- 
cil  of  18G4),  to  the  high  lands  on  the  east  side  of  the  city.  The  cost  of  this 
^high  service^  Wiis  $231,597.35.  The  dam  had  been  raised  five  feet  in  1870, 
and  ten  feet  in  1871,  giving  a  storage  capacity  of  about  560,000,000  gallons. 
On  the  afternoon  of  Thursday »  March  30,  1876,  —  after  two  or  three  days  of 
public  anxiety  on  account  of  the  increasing  size  of  a  leak  which  had  been  for 
some  time  existing,  —  the  whole  structure  of  the  dam  was  carried  away.  The 
extent  of  the  damage  caused  by  letting  loose  this  vast  amount  of  water,  with 
the  impetus  which  it  derived  from  its  high  storage  ground,  is  thus  described 
in  a  report  of  the  committee  on  water  to  the  city  council,  written  by  Hon.  Clark 
Jillsoo,  who  was  mayor  at  that  time  :  — 

"  Dams,  bric'ges,  mills,  roads  and  dwellings  were  swept  away,  but  no  lives  were  lost. 
The  Orst  building  destroyed  was  the  new  barn  at  the  Ilodges  place,  near  where  Lvndc 
Broolv  crosses  the  Leicester  road.  This  barn  was  entirely  destroyed,  and  the  house  near 
it  greatly  injured.  The  dam  at  the  mill  of  J.  A.  Smith  &  Co.  gave  way,  and  the  L  part 
of  the  building,  containing  the  ollice,  occupied  at  the  time  by  the  telegraph  operator, 
was  destroyed,  and  communication  with  the  city  ceased.  Two  tenement-houses,  one 
occupied  by  two,  and  the  other  by  four  families,  were  swept  off.  Next  below  was  the  mill 
of  Wright  Bottomly,  standing  on  the  southern  bank  of  the  stream  ;  and  nothing  was  left 
to  show  that  any  structure  ever  occupied  the  spot.  The  large  brick  mill  of  Ashworth  & 
Jones  was  ver}-  seriously  injured  by  the  washing  away  of  its  rear  part.  Two  clams 
belonging  to  this  company  wore  demolished,  together  with  the  lx>iler-room  and  <ras- 
works.  The  boiler  was  found  half  a  mile  below.  At  the  Hunt  mill  considerable  damage 
was  done,  the  dye-house,  boiler-house  and  dam  being  mostly  swept  away  At  James- 
ville  the  dam  was  destroyed,  and  a  part  of  the  brick  mill  carried  away.  About  000 
feet  of  the  track  of  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  was  taken  off,  and  the  embankment 
washed  away.     At  Stoneville  the  dam  was  carried  off  and  considerable  other  damage 
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was  (lone.  The  arch  bridge  under  the  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad  [al  New  Worcester] 
was  damaged  so  that  reconstruction  was  neccssaiy.  Curtis's  dam  -at  New  Worcester 
gave  wa\-,  and  a  portion  of  the  north  end  of  Curtis  &  Marble's  mill  was  carried  off.  Tlie 
bridge  just  below,  under  tho  Boston  &  Albany  Railroad,  gave  way  and  was  totally  de- 
stroyed. At  one  time  the  water  came  within  fifty  feet  of  the  horse-car  track  at  Webster 
Square.  The  dam  at  Hopevillc  was  carried  away,  and  the  mill  badly  flooded.  Still- 
water bridge,  under  the  Norwich  &  Worcester  Railroad,  was  badly  damaged  and  has 
beeli  rebuilt.  The  railroad  embankment  in  the  vicinity  of  this  bridge  was  much  washed. 
The  Wicks  Manufacturing  Com^^any  had  a  part  of  their  mill  destroyed,  and  the  S6uth- 
bridge  street  bridges  were  carried  off.  A  large  part  of  the  Island  District  was  flooded, 
several  houses  having  their  fir&^t  stories  filled  with  water.  The  stone  arch  bridge  at 
Quinsigamond  [village]  was  much  injured  and  in  great  danger  of  hemg  entirely  de- 
stroyed, though  but  little  damage  was  done  below  that  point.  The  Boston  &•  Albany 
Railroad  Company  were  obliged  to  run  their  trains  over  the  Boston,  Barre  &  Gardner 
Railroad  to  Winchendon,  and  thence  to  Palmer  over  the  Ware  River  Railroad,  nntil 
temporary'  structures  could  be  erected  where  the  road  had  been  damaged." 

The  iiatural  flow  of  the  brook  was  tamed  into  the  pipes  a  few  days  after  the 
disaster,  and  on  the  3d  of  April  the  waters  of  Parsons  Brook  were  diverted  to 
.the  **  Hunt  ^  or  distribiitinsc  reservoir.  The  use  of  the  water  of  Tatnuck  Brook 
and  its  reservoirs  was  obtained*  and  a  steam-pump  was  set  in  operation  at  the 
pond  of  Loring  Goes,  iu  New  Worcester,  May  5.  A  second  one  was  started 
July  9  ;  and  from  July  22  to  Jan.  16,  1877,  the  whole  supply  of  the  city  was 
obtained  by  pumping.  By  order  of  the  city  government  specifications  for 
rebuilding  the  dam  were  made  by  Wm.  J.  McAlpiue  of  Albany.  The  work 
was  comi)leted  May  31,  1877,  at  an  expense,  including  the  cost  of  pumping 
and'  the  dam  at  Parsons  Brook,  and  not  including  damages,  of  $112,528.64. 
The  capacity  of  Nipnet  Pond  is  now  681,000,000  gallons.  There  arenow 
76.36  miles  of  main  pipe,  and  41.2  miles  of  service  pipe. 

At  a  town  meeting  in  March,  1786,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  report 
upon  the  cost  of  a  fire-engine  for  the  town;  but,  although  the  committee 
rei>orted  in  fsivor  of  the  purchase,  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  the  town  decifined 
to  make  the  purchase.  In  1790  four  fire-wardens  were  appointed,  and'subse- 
quently  an  engine  was  bought  by  private  citizens,  and  known  as  the 
"proprietors'  engine.*'  Jan.  21,  1793,  "for  the  more  eficctual  assistance  of 
each  other  and  of  their  townsmen  in  times  of  danger  from  fire,*'  twenty-two 
gentlemen  associated  themselves  as  the  Worcester  Fire  Society.  Each  one  of 
its  members  was  supplied  with  two  leather  buckets,  in  which  were  kept  two 
stout,  capacious  bags,  a  bed-key  and  a  screw-driver,  and  on  an  alarm  of  fire 
they  repaired  to  the  scene  with  their  equipments.  At  the  quarterly  meeting, 
in  April  of  the  same  year,  six  ladders  were  ordered  to  be  purchased,  and  these 
were  distributed  at  central  and  easily  accessible  points  on  or  near  Main  Street. 
Tho  organization  is  still  maintained,  and  the  members,  limited  in  number  toibifty, 
are  required,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  proeure  and  keep  in  good  oider  the  ei{uip» 
mcnts  originally  required.    The  senior  member,  who  has  seen  fifty-five  years 
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of  jBerricet  in  Hon.  Stcpben  SaKsbury.  The  present  list  iadadeB  the  attomeT- 
general  of  the  United  States,  an  ex-govcrncir  of  the  State,  a  aenator  and  a 
representative  in  Congress,  a  judge  of  the  U.  $.  District  Court,  a  justice  of 
the  Superior  Court,  and  three  ex-ma jors  of  the  city.  Quarterly  meetings,  of 
a  social  and  literary  character,  arc  held ;  but  for  many  years  the  efficiency  of 
the  regular  department  has  rendered  it  unnecessary  for  the  members  to  turn 
out  in  case  of  fire.  The  "*  Mutual  Fire  Society,"  formed  in  July,  1822,  and 
the  **  Social  Fire  Society,"  established  in  April,  1840,  were  similar  institutions, 
which  flourished  for  a  while,  but  which  have  long  been  at  rest. 

In  the  same  year  that  the  fire  society  was  formed,  an  engine  was  booght  by 
the  town  ;  but  it  was  not  until  1835  that  a  regular  tire  dc|>arment  was  created. 
Isoac  Davis  was  chosen  chief  eiii;inecr,  Lewis  Bisrelow,  assistant,  and  Ichabod 
Washburn,  clerk.  Steam  firc-eugincs  were  introduced  in  18^,  when  the  first 
steamer,  called  "  Gov.  Lincoln,"  was  l>ought  at  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y.  It  was  of  a 
rude  pattern,  but  a  most  efficient  engine.  The  department  now  owns  fifteen 
horses,  five  steam  tire-engines,  one  mounted  Babcock  fire-extinguisher  of  large 
size,  seven  four-wheeled  hose-earriages  (additional  to  those  belon^ng'  to  the 
steamers),  and  three  hook-and-ladder  trucks,  —  all  the  apparatus  being  of  the 
first  class.  The  fii-st  steamer  owned  by  the  city  (the  old** Gov.  Lincoln"), 
and  one  hook-and-ladder  truck,  are  kept  in  reserve,  and  the  Mount  Vernon 
Hose  Company,  with  its  head-quarters  on  Catharine  Street,  is  an  independent 
association,  of  which  E.  F.  Tolroan  is  foreman.  The  manual  force  of  the 
department  consists  of  a  chief  engineer  and  four  assistants,  forty-tnvo  members 
of  steamer  companies,  thirty  mcral>ers  of  hook-and-ladder  companies,  fifty-eisrht 
members  of  hose  companies,  and  four  members  of  the  extinguisher  companv. 

The  fire-alarm  telegraph  was  introduced  here  in  the  summer  of  1871.  There 
are  now  forty-eicrht  ^^ignal-boxes  at  iliirerent  points  about  the  city,  at  any  one  of 
which  an  alarm  may  be  ^iven  which  at  once  automatically  founds  the  number  of 
the  box  upon  a  large  alarm  bell  on  the  Oxford  Street  school-house,  and  upon 
three  of  the  church  bells,  and  al»o  on  gongs  at  the  office  of  the  department, 
the  engine-houses,  the  police  office  and  other  places.  The  chief  eus^ineer's 
office  also  communicates  by  telephone  with  several  of  the  engine-houses,  ena- 
bling a  ''still  alarm"  to  bo  given  at  any  time  without  disturbing  the  city. 

The  "Insurance  Fire  Patrol,**  incorporated  May  19,  1875,  have  a  wason 
drawn  by  two  swift  horses,  and  their  special  mission  is  to  protect  personal 
property  from  damage  by  lire  and  water.  They  carry  two  Babcock  Extiniruish- 
erd,  forty  large  india-rubber  covers,  and  other  appliances,  and  render  most 
valuable  service  in  case  of  tire.  The  patrol  was  oriranizetl  by  the  insurance 
companies  located  or  doing  business  here ;  but  at  present  one-fourth  of  the 
expense  is  borne  by  the  city.  Four  men  arc  constantly  on  duty,  and  four 
more  respond  to  calls,  while  at  night  the  whole  force  are  at  the  wagon-house. 
All  but  one  are  ex-firemen,  the  captain,  Hiram  Williamson,  having  served 
seven  years  in  the  regular  department. 
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.  Simon  E.  Combs  is  in  his  seventh  year  of  service  as  chief  engineer  of  the 
fire  department,  and  William  Brophy,  first  assistant-cugincer,  is  superintendent 
of  the  fire  telegraph.  The  expenditures  on  account  of  the  department^  in  1879, 
were  $41,070.09;  receipts,  $1,166.(57. 

The  City  Hospital  was  established  by  a  city  ordinance  passed  June  26,  1871. 
An  appropriation  of  $10,000  was  made,  and  the  institution  was  opened  to  the 
public  in  the  Bigelow  mansion,  on  Front  Street,  in  the  following  October.  In 
the  month  of  March,  1872,  the  late  George  Jaques*  gave  the  city  three 
acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  Prince  Street,  for  a  hospital  site,  stipulating 
that  within  three  years  the  citv  should  erect  suitable  buildinsfs  on  the  land,  for 
at  least  twenty-five  patients ;  and  failing  to  do  this,  should  pay  Mr.  Jaques  or 
his  legal  representatives,  $200  a  month  for  twenty-five  years,  or  until  the 
accommodations  should  be  furnished.  The  deed  was  accepted,  an  appropria- 
tion of  $25,000  was  made  and  set  apart  as  a  hospital  fund,  and  plans  were 
obtained  from  prominent  architects.  The  death  of  Mr.  Jaques  soon  followed 
(Aug.  24,  1872),  and  it  was  found  that  he  had  supplemented  his  generous  gift 
by  willing  nearly  the  whole  of  his  property  to  the  city,  in  trust,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  hospital.  A  single  relative,  who  threatened  to  contest  the  will,  was 
bought  out  by  the  city.  Although  the  deed,  with  its  heavy  penalty  for  delay, 
had  been  accepted,  the  city  council  now  began  to  have  doubts  as  to  the  fitness 
of  the  prescribed  location,  its  northern  exposure  and  the  shade  which  in  a 
measure  kept  ofi*  the  sun,  being  objections  which  carried  weight.  The  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  being  petitioned,  refused  to  release  the  city  from  the  obliga- 
tions of  the  deed.  The  hospital  was  removed  to  the  Jaques  homestead  in 
January,  1874,  and  is  now  fitted  to  accommodate  twenty-five  i)atients.  During 
the  year  ending  Dec.  1,  1878,  two  hundred  and  ten  patients  were  admitted  to 
the  hospital,  of  whom  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  were  males,  one  hundred 
and  thirteen  were  medical  patients,  and  ninety-seven  surgical.  The  daily  aver- 
age number  was  fourteen.  Most  of  those  admitted  are  free  patients;  but  the 
whole  or  partial  payment  of  board  is  required  when  circumstances  admit.  The 
average  price  paid  during  the  last  year  was  $7.37  per  week.  When  jiatients 
having  a  legal  settlement  in  other  towns  are  received,  the  pay  of  $10  per 
week  is  required.  The  State  aids  in  the  support  of  those  having  no  l^gal 
settlement  in  Massachusetts.  The  funds  of  the  institution,  and  the  large 
landed  estate  left  by  Mr.  Jaques,  are  now  in  the  hands  of  a  commission  coo^ 
sisting  of  three  gentlemen,  created  by  a  city  ordinance  of  1877.  The  real 
estate  was  appraised  in  1873  at  $181,000.  The  Jaques  fund  (peraonal  pro- 
perty)   amounted,   Nov.   30,    1878,    to    $32,143.16;    Isaac    Davis  fund  to 

*  Mr.  Jaqncs  was  bom  at  Brooklyn,  Conn .,  Feb.  18,  Idl  G.  He  ttub  bod  of  Abiel  Jaqnes  (H. U.,  1807), 
who  was  a  civil  eogincer  aud  niatbcmaticiao,  and  who  cauo  to  Worcester  in  1833,  and  booght  a 
largo  part  of  tbo  Cbandler  Farm,  most  of  which  bis  sou  George  iuherited.  The  son  was  grmduatad 
at  Brown  University  in  183C,  taught  school  for  several  years  in  Virginia  and  hers;  was  especially 
interested  in  horticnltore  and  in  the  schools,  the  hospital,  public  library  and  Horticoltnral  Society 
aaa  was  a  valnable  member  of  the  community  dnring 
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$1,446.60;  Albert  Curtis  fuud,  $1,076.29;  John  B.  Shair  faud,  $64.27.  J. 
Ikrtlett  Rich,  M.  D.  is  supcrinteudeut  and  resident  phTsiciiin.  The  mecfiod 
staff  includes  three  consulting  pbysicinns  and  twelve  visiting  phy»icimis,  wHk 
Pr.  L.  S.  Dixon  as  oculist  and  aurist,  and  Dr.  Wm.  II.  Workmaa  as  p«tiiol- 
ogist.  The  gordian  knot  of  a  location  of  a  permanent  hospital  haa  not  j6t 
been  cut. 

The  poor-farm,  now  consisting  of  304  acres,  in  the  north-east  part  of  the 
city  and  partly  in  Shrewsbury  and  Boylston,  is  in  charge  of  the  overseers  of 
the  poor,  under  the  direct  supcrintendeucu  of  B.  F.  Parkhurst.  Here  also  is 
maintained  a  school  for  the  i*eform:ition  of  habitual  truants.  The  Jenuison 
farm  was  purchased  by  the  town  iu  1817,  and  the  mansion  at  the  west  comer 
of  Lincoln  and  BoyUtou  streets,  was  occupied  ns  a  poor-house  until  1855.  The 
present  poor-house,  begun  in  1854,  was  completed  in  1855,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$25,000.     The  land  is  valued  at  $20,500  and  the  buildings  at  $38,500. 

The  police  department  iuchules  a  city  marshal  (or  chief),  two  assistant  mar- 
shals, a  night  captain,  one  roundsman,  one  detective  and  forty-six  patrolmen. 
W*  Ansel  Washburn,  the  city  niarifhal,  is  iu  his  sixth  term  of  office.  Two 
truant  officers  are  employed  by  the  school  committee.  Six  constables  for  civil 
business  and  nine  for  criminal  business  arc  appointed  by  the  mayor. 

The  iirst  hospital  for  the  insane,  then  called  the  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  built 
by  the  State,  was  established  at  Worcester,  and  was  opened  Jan.  18,  1833, 
under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Woodward.  A  tract  of  land  -was  secured 
for  the  pur[>ose,  on  the  east  side  of  Summer  Street,  and  later  purchases  took 
in  another  large  tract  in  the  rear  for  a  garden,  and  the  south  portion  of  Chan- 
dler Hill  for  pasturacre  aud  raowinir.  Dr.  Woodward  was  succeeded,  July  1, 
1846,  by  Dr.  George  Chandler,  who  eontiiuu'd  to  be  superinteiideiit  f<.r  tea 
years,  and  was  snccocdcd,  July  IG,  I^'jG,  ])y  Dr.  Merrick  Remis,  wht)  \ras 
superintendent  until  July  2.5,  1872.  Dr.  Barnard  D.  Eastman  was  sni>erin- 
teodent  until  March  1,  1S79,  and  was  succeeded  l>y  Dr.  John  G.  Park.  On 
the  opening  of  a  similar  asylum  at  Northampton,  the  name  of  the  institution 
here  was  cliangcJ  to  Worce-ier  Lanaiic  Hospital.  Others  were  afterwards 
established  by  the  State  at  Taunlon  and  Danvers,  Ixit.  slill  t!ie  institution  here 
Ixjcnrae  uncomtortably  full,  and  a  large  tract  of  land,  about  300  acres,  was  pur- 
chased on  the  eastern  slope  of  Millstone  Hill,  extending  to  the  shores  of  Lake 
Quinsigamond,  on  which  a  vast  asylum  was  built,  which  was  completed  and 
occupied  in  1877. 

The  Legislature  of  1877  established  an  asylum  for  the  chronic  insane,  and 
appropriated  for  its  use  the  old  buildings  of  the  lunatic  hospital  on  Summer 
Street,  of  which  possession  was  taken  Oct.  23,  1677.  Dr.  John  G.  Park  was  the 
first  superintendent,  receiving  his  appointment  October  1st.  and  ou  his  transfer 
to  the  new  hospital  he  was  succeeded  by  Dr.  Ilosea  M.  Quimliy. 

A  private  retreat  for  the  insane  is  maintained  by  Dr.  Merrick  Bemis,  form- 
erly superintendent  of  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  at  "Herbert  Hull**  oa 
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Salisbury  Street,  a  pleasant  situation  about  one  mile  northerly  from  the  court- 
house. 

The  '* Home  for  Aged  Females  "  was  founded  bj' the  Hon.  Ichabod  Wash- 
burn, who,  at  his  decease  in  1868,  bequeathed  to  it  $25,000,  and,  upon  the  death 
of  his  widow^  his  homestead  and  $42,500  additional.  In  order  to  realize  the 
design  of  Mr.  Washburn  more  speedily,  Mrs.  Washburn  bought  the  right  of 
reversion  in  tlie  homestead  early  in  the  year  1873,  for  $11,000.  An  estate  on 
Orange  Street  was  purchased  and  fitted  up,  at  a  cost  of  $28,000,  and  by  a  spe- 
cial act  of  the  Legislature,  seven  trustees  were  made  a  corporation,  who,  with 
their  successors,  have  charge  of  the  property.  These  trustees  annually  choode 
twenty-four  visitors,  one-half  at  least  women,  who  have  the  interior  manage- 
ment of  the  home  and  the  control  of  admissions.  The  invested  fluids  amount 
to  $12,000.  Each  inmate  pays  an  entrance  fee  of  $100,  and  thus  secures  a 
pleasant  home  for  the  rest  of  her  life. 

An'*  Old  Men's  Home"  was  incorporated  in  1876.  It  had  no  endowment 
at  the  start,  but  soon  received  from  Mr.  Albert  Curtis  the  gift  of  a  valuable 
and  pleasantly  situated  estate  at  New  Worcester,  which  can  be  fitted  and  used 
when  sufficient  funds  are  in  the  directors*  hands.  The  late  Judge  Chapin  left  a 
useful  bequest  to  the  institution. 

The  **  Memorial  Hospital "  for  which  the  late  Hon.  Ichabod  Washburn  left 
an  endowment  fund,  has  not  yet  been  built.  A  free  dispensary  has  been  for 
some  time  maintained  from  the  fund,  in  the  ^Biirclow  Mansion"  on  Front 
Street.  The  terms  of  the  will  allow  the  trustees  complete  freedom,  and,  if  it 
should  be  thought  advisable  to  create  a  ho^spital  for  special  instead  of  general 
uses,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  a  city  hospital  has  been  generously  endowed  from 
another  source,  the  trustees  will  be  at  liberty  to  carry  out  such  plans  as  expe- 
diency may  dictate.  *   ' 

The  national  banks  of  Worcester  (with  one  exception)  are  the  direct  suc- 
cessors of  State  banks  which  existed  when  the  national  banking  law  p^sed 
Congress.     It  is  proper  to  treat  them  as.  historically  the  same  institutions. 

The  oldest  bank  in  the  city  is  the  Worcester  Bank,  chartered  March  7,  1804; 
Daniel  Waldo  was  the  first  president,  Levi  Thaxtcr,  cashier,  and  Rol)ert  B. 
Briirham,  accountant.  The  cashier  and  accountant  were  sent  to  Boston  to  be 
instructed  for  four  months  in  their  duties.  Daniel  Waldo,  Jr.,  succeeded  bis 
father  as  president  Oct.  3|  1804,  and  held  the  office  until  his  death  July  9, 
1845.  He  was  succeeded  by  Stephen  Salisbury,  who  continues  to  hold  ther 
office  and  has  been  director  for  forty-seven  years.  For  many  years  the  loans 
were  upon  notes  with  one  or  more  sureties  payable  in  fifty-seven  days  and 
grace.  When  due,  a  payment  of  one-fourth  the  loan  was  rcquired,.and  the 
remainder  was  renewed.  Loans  were  also  made  on  pledge  of  the  bank  stock 
or  on  bond  and  mortgage  running  for  one  year,  with  interest  payable  at  the 
end  of  the  time.  The  practice  of  discounting  business  paper  was  not  adopted, 
to  any  extent,  until  1835.     When  the  ""  Sufiblk  bank  system"  of  redemptioD 
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of  the  bob  of  country  banks  was  establitthed  in  1820^  it  was  earnestly  opposed 
by  the  Worcester  bank,  and  an  attempt  to  cocrco  it  iras  stoutly  resisted. 
Afterwards,  however,  the  system  was  generally  adopted  and  proved  Tety 
advantageous.  .  The  present  capital  of  the  bank  is  $500,000.  Wm.  Ooas  it 
vice-president,  and  James  P.  Hamilton  cashier. 

The  Ceutral  Bank  was  incorporated  March  12,  1838.  Capital^  $300,000. 
John  C.  Mason  is  president,  Henry  A.  Marsh  cashier. 

Quinsigamond  Bank,  incorponited  Marih  23,  1833.  Capital,  $250,000. 
Edward  L.  Davis  is  president,  Alden  .\.  Howe  cashier. 

.  Citizens'  Bank,  incorporated  April  9,  18^i6.  Francis  H.  Slinnicutt  is  presi- 
dent, Lewis  W:  Hammond  cashier.     CapitaU  $150,000. 

Mechanics'  Bank,  incorporated  April  21,  1848.  President,  Harrison  Bliss; 
cashier,  George  £.  Merrill.     Capital,  $350,000. 

City  Bank,  incorporated  in  March,  1854.  Calvin  Foster  is  president  and 
Nathaniel  Paine  cashier.     Capital,  $400,000. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  formed,  under  the  United  States  banking  law, 
June  5,  1863,  and  begun  business*  on  the  3d  of  October,  beforo  any  of  the 
existing  banks  in  the  city  changed  from  State  to  national  institutions.  Eld  ward 
A*  Groodnow  is  president  and  A.  H.  Waite  cashier.     Capit:il,  $300,000. 

The  Worcester  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company  received  its  firsit  charter 
from  the  State  as  tho  Worcester  Safe  Deposit  Company  in  March,  1868,  and 
its  second  in  May,  1869.  It  has  a  capital  of  $200»000.  It  is  a  bank  of  deposit 
but  not  of  issue,  and  pays  interest  on  the  daily  balances  of  customers  at  the 
annual  rate  of  two  per  cent,  per  annum.  The  company  leases  small  safes 
enclosed  in  burglar-proof  cases  to  which  tho  renter  alone  has  access,  thus  offer- 
ing a  place  of  security  against  tire  ur  thieves,  for  honds,  notes  and  other  arti- 
cles of  value.     Gcorire  M.  Kice  is  president  and  Edward  F.  Bisco  secretarv. 

The  Worcester  County  Institution  for  Savings  was  incor[>oratetl  Feb.  5, 
1828.  Hon.  Daniel  Waldo  was  president  until  July  9,  1845,  Hon  Stephen 
Salisbury  until  April,  1871,  and  lion.  Alexander  H.  Bullock  has  been  presi- 
dent since  the  last-named  date.  Tlic  instituii^jn  for  more  than  half  a  ceuturv 
has  had  but  two  treasurers :  Samuel  Jonnir^on  to  Octul)cr,  1853,  and  Cliarles 
A.  Hamilton  (who  had  previously  been  cashier  of  the  Quinsi^mond  Bank  for 
tho  twenty  years  since  its  formation),  for  twenty-six  years  prcccdino^  his 
decease,  Oct.  30,  1879.  At  the  close  of  the  tirst  year's  business  there  were 
one  hundred  and  tivc  depositors  and  a  deposit  of  $6,2<]3.  In  April,  1S61,  the 
deposits  amounted  to  $2,742,833.50  and  the  number  of  depositors  was  12,408. 
Present  deposits  $6,959,342.06.  Charles  A.  Chase  was  elected  tre:isurer  Nov. 
10,  1879. 

.  The  Mechanics'  Saving  Bank  was  incorporated  ^Liy  15,  1851.  Harrison 
Bliss  is  president ;  and  Henry  AVoodward  has  been  treasurer  since  July  10, 
1854.     Amount  of  deposits,  $2,803,761.74. 

The  Five  Cents  Savings  Bank  was  chartered  April  7,  1854,  and  began  busi- 
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ness  July  1,  1855.  Clarendoo  Harris  was  treasurer  until  1872^  and  has  been 
its  president  for  the  past  year.  George  "W.  TTheeler,  city  treasurer  for 
twent3'^-two  j-ears,  is  treasurer  of  tlie  bank.     Deposits,  $1,925,337.28. 

The  People's  Savings  Bank  was  incorporated  May  13,  1864.  Charles  M. 
Bent  has  been  treasurer  from  the  beginning.  Hon.  Lucius  J.  Knowles  is 
president.     Deposits,  $3,044,790.97. 

The  Worcester  ^lutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
State^  was  incorpoi-ated  Feb.  11,  1823.  Its  presidents  have  been:  Rejoice 
Newton,  1824  to  1831,  Frederick  \V.  Paine  to  1852,  Anthony  Chase  to  1879, 
and  Ebenezcr  Torrey;  secretaries,  Henry  K.  NcTrcomb,  1824,  TVm.*  D. 
Wheeler,  1824  to  1827,  Isaac  Goodwin  to  1832,  Anthony  Chase  to  1852, 
and  Charles  M.  ^liles.  The  compan}*'  confines  its  business  to  risks  of  the  first 
class,  and  returns  at  the  expiration  of  policies  a  dividend  of  sixty  per  cent,  on 
the  premiums  paid. 

The  People's  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  was  organized  in  1847,  and 
in  1865  was  converted  into  a  stock  company.  The  great  Boston  fire,  in  1873, 
compelled  this  company  to  wind  up  its  business,  paying  its  policy-holders  a 
dividend  of  73.6  per  cent.  Among  the  original  officers,  E.  H.  Hemenway  was 
president,  and  Oliver  Harrington  was  secretary.  ^Ir.  Hemenway  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Henry  Chapin  as  president,  and  Samuel  H.  Colton  as  treasurer. 
Mr.  Harrington  was  succeeded  by,  Augustus  N.  Currier  as  secretary. 

The  Bay  State  Fire  Insurance  Company,  organized  Jan.  1,  1861,  and  having 
a  capital  of  $200,000,  and  the  Central  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  organ- 
ized a  few  years  later,  were  also  compelled  to  suspend  business  on  account  of 
the  Boston  fire.  Of  the  former,  Wm.  S.  Davis  was  president,  and  U.  C; 
Crosby,  secretary.  Of  the  latter,  Wm.  T.  Merrifield  was  president,  L.  C. 
Parks,  vice-president,  II.  K.  Merrifield,  secretary,  and.  Albert  Tolmao, 
treasurer. 

The  Merchants  and  Farmers'  Mutual  Insurance  Company  has  conducted  a 
successful  business  since  1846.  Isaac  Davis  is  president,  Elijah  B.  Stoddardt 
secretary,  and  William  Dickinson,  treasurer.  Its  assets  are  $212,589,  and  its 
liabilities,  $111,345. 

The  First  National  Fire  Insurance  Company  has  a  capital  of  $200,000,  and 
assets  of  $293,977.  Charles  B.  Pratt  is  president,  R.  James  Tatman,  secre- 
tary, and  Hartley  Williams,  treasurer.  Of  the  above-named  insuraoce  com- 
panies, the  Worcester  ^lutual  had  no  risks  in  Boston  at  the  time  of  the  fire ; 
the  Merchants  and  FarmeiV,  and  First  National,  were  enabled  to  continue 
their  business,  by  making  assessments;  the  former  on  their  premium  notes, 
and  the  latter  on  the  capital  stock. 

The  Manufacturers'  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company  was  chartered  in  1834, 
and  began  the  business  of  insuring  manufacturing  property.     After  a  tem-^ 
porary  suspension,  it  was  re-organized,  and  in  1861  was  merged  with  the 
Mechanics*  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company,  under  the  name  of  the  Worcester 
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Ifaoufiicturers*  Mutual  Fire  Insurance  Company.  Hon.  George  M.  Sice  is 
president,  and. Samuel  K.  Burton,  secretary.  Assets,  $177,241 ;  liabilities, 
$68,757. 

The  State  Mutual  Life  Assurance  Company  was  organized  in  1845*  under  t 
perpetual  charter  from  the  State.  For  twenty  years  it  carried  a  guarantee 
capital  of  $100,000 ;  but  since  that  time,  the  stock  having  been  nHired,  the 
company  hub  been  purely  mutual.  The  company  has  ever  been  managed  upoo 
conservativo  principles,  and  experience  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  such  t 
course.  The  interest  realized  on  its  invested  funds  has  paid  all  the  death  losses 
of  the  compauy  from  its  or^ranizution.  Policy-holders  receive  a  generous  divi- 
dend upou  their  anuual  premium,  which  gives  them  a  safe  iusurauce  at  a  loW 
rate.  Not  a  dollar  of  its  a:$$cts  has  ever  been  lost.  Clarendon  Harris  has 
been  secretary  from* the  beginning.  Isaac  Davis  is  president,  and  William 
Dickinson,  treasurer. 

Among  the  societies  and  clubs  of  Worcester,  the  Worcester  Association  fur 
Mutual  Aid  in  Detecting  Thieves,  organized  Xov.  16,  1795,  maintains  its 
organization,  although  the  service  of  the  police  and  the  aid  of  the  telegraph,  and 
now  the  telephone,  have  made  the  ofnce  of  ^  pursuiug  committee  **  a  sinecure. 

The  Worcester  Board  of  Trade  was  incorporated  in  1875.  Joseph  H. 
Walker  is  president,  and  Charles  A.  Chase  secretary.  The  Board  has  main- 
tained pleasant  rooms  for  social  gatherings  and  business  meetings  ;  and  many 
addresses  on  topics  of  interest  have  becu  given  by  members  and  others.  A 
lack  of  iuterest  on  the  part  of  the  meuiliers  has  led  the  executive  oouncfl  to 
give  up  the  lease  of  the  rooms  for  the  present. 

The  introduction  of  water  by  an  aqueduct  was  followed,  four  years  later,  bv 
the  introduction  of  jras.  The  subject  wa:<  tirst  broached  by  Dr.  Joseph  Sar«n*nt, 
now  president  of  the  Worcester  Gas-Light  Company.  The  company  was 
organized  June  22,  1840,  with  a  capital  of  $45,000.  John  W.  Lincoln  was 
the  president,  and  Warren  Lazell,  a^rent.  Land  for  the  works  was  purchased 
on  Lincoln  Street,  near  Belmont,  and  gas  was  supplied  to  subscribers  in  the 
month  of  Xovember  following.  The  company  was  incorporated  in  1851.  The 
works  were  enlarged  in  18o4  and  18G0 ;  but  in  1870  they  were  removed  to  a 
large  tract  of  land  on  Brook  Street,  near  the  "Junction''  station,  where  new 
buildings,  admirably  adapted  to  the  purpose,  were  erected.  Mr.  Lazell  was 
succeeded  as  agent  in  1852  by  James  B.  Blake,  who  held  the  position  until  his 
death,  Dec.  18,  1870.  Dr.  Jusei)h  Sargent  is  president,  James  H.  Rollins  is 
agent,  and  the  capital  of  the  company  is  i?.')00,000. 

The  Worcester  Co-operative  Saving  Fund  and  Loan  Association,  incorporated 
Oct.  19,  1877,  is  a  successful  institution,  patterned  after  similar  ones  which 
have  proved  most  beneticial  in  Philadelphia  and  elsewhere.  The  president  is 
D.  S.  Goddard. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association,  organized  in  June,  1864,  w^s 
incorporated  June  4,  18G8.     It  maintains  a  free  reading-room  and  does  a  lar<»'e 
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amount-  of  missiou  work.     Its  membership  embraces  representatives  of  the 
various  evangelical  religious  societies  in  Worcester. 

The  Worcester  Children's  Friend  Society  was  organized  in  1849.  Mrs. 
^  Jonas  M.  ^liles,  the  first  superintendent,  had  previously  become  deeply 
interested  in  the  condition  of  j'oung  orphans  who  were  left  dependent  upon  the 
world,  and  had  taken  several  such  into  her  own  family.  Enlisting  the  sym- 
pathy of  other  benevolent  ladies,  the  society  was  formed  after  a  few  years  of 
unorganized  effoi-t,  and  has  continued  its  good  work  to  the  present  time.  A 
commodious  house  on  Shrewsbury  Street  was  given  to  the  society  fey  Col.  John 
W.  Lincoln,  soon  after  its  organization,  and  In  18G6  a  pleasant  home  was 
purchased  at  the  corner  of  Slain  and  Benefit  streets,  the  present " Orphan's 
Home.**  The  members  of  the  society  are  from  all  Protestant  denominations, 
and  some  of  the  managers  have  been  in  the  service  from  the  beginning.  It 
depends  for  support  upon  annual  contributions  and  upon  the  income  of  a 
modest  fund,  made  up  from  legacies  and  fees  for  life-membership.  The 
matron.  Miss  Tamerson  White,  has  had  charge  of  the  Home  since  its  first 
establishment,  and  to  her  skill  and  experience,  and  her  love  for  her  work,  ore 
due  ipuch  of  its  success  and  usefulness. 

The  Masonic  bodies  include :  Morning  Star  Lodge,  chartered  in  1793 ; 
Montacute  Lodge  (1859),  Athelstan  Lodge  (18G7),  Qninsigamond  Lodge 
(1871),  Worcester  Royal  Arch  Chapter  (1823),  Eureka  Royal  Arch  Chapter 
(1870),  Hiram  Council  R.  and  S.  Masters  (182G),  Worcester  County  Com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templar  (1824),  Knights  of  the  Order  of  Rome  and  the 
Red  Cross  of  Constantinople  (1872),  St.  John's  Conclave  (1874),  Grand 
Lodge  of  Perfection  (18G3),  Goddard  Council  P.  of  J.  (1870),  Lawrence 
Charter  of  Rose  Croix  (1870)  ;  also,  the  Grand  Chapter  and  Stella  Chapter 
No.  3,  Order  of  the  Eastern  Jtftar,  and  a  Masonic  Relief  Association. 

Of  the  Odd  Fellows  there^are,  Quinsigamond  Lodge,  organized  in  1844; 
Worcester  Lodge  (1814  and  1870),  Central  Lodge  (1874),  Wachusett 
Encampment  (1845  and  1809),  Mt.  Vernon  Encampment  (1877),  Worcester 
Union  Degree  Lodge  (1873)  ;  also  Xaomi  Lodge  Daughters  uf  Rebekah 
(1872),  and  the  Odd  Fellows'  Mutual  Relief  Association  (1871). 

Integrity  Lodge  of  the  Grand  United  Or  ler  of  Odd  Fellows,  and  the 
Household  of  Ruth,  are  composed  of  colored  citizens. 

There  are  two  divisions  of  Sons  of  Temperance,  — the  Worcester  (instituted 
in  1858)  and  the  Washingtonian  (1805);  of  Good  Templars,  Rising  Star 
Lodge  (1863)  and  Charity  Lodge  (1864)  ;  Palestine  Council  of  Select  Tern- 
plars  (1871)  ;  Worcester  Temple  of  Honor  (1870),  Olive  Branch  Temple 
(1872),  Mt.  Vernon  Social  Temple  (1878);  also,  the  Praj-ing  Women's' 
Temperance  Union  (1874),  the  Christian  Temperance  League  (1874),  the 
Worcester  Reform  Club  (1870),  and  the  Worcester  Temi>crance  dub. 

There  are  here  a  division  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers,  and 
a  lodge  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Firemen ;  a  lodge  of  Knights  of 
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.  Tha  diflnmt&ve^  races  r^prsented  in  Worcester -bare  their  own  clisrit»> 
1^  amoaaiSo^.-'  ^hosc  of  Ibe  Iri«b  race  arc  of  cotorsc  most  numeroos.  m 
ftat  imee  inolu^  Acut  oncri&ird^of  tbc  present  jx^Iatioo  of  tbe  rilj.  Of 
Qt^Anrignt;  OVdci^of  HiheroKiDs  there  nrc  four  diri-^ioas,  aad  od«  companr  of 
Kbergjaa  G<*rdKv  TIio  IH'^lt  Cithnlic  Beucvolect  Socictr  wa^s  dgaaaij 
fa  IMS.  Hie  Jat^r  Matliew  Mutii:il  Henctit  Tutal  Abstineoce  Society  wv 
cnudafl  Kor.'4, 184?.  auH  i[K-oqx>raIeU  March  17,  1863.  Tbe  Wonottt- 
C«M>l{eTetfqpenuica^\<^K-nti^n  Tvif^'orgntiizoil  in  )678. 

Ottwif  Ir^'so^tSps  are  tbc  EiSifiPtt  A-=socrale3.  Gnttau  Uterary  SociHf 
(1867).  UoMgomer;  GrinnU  (1S78)  and  Swsficld  Gaanls  (1874).  Tb©  bat 
taro  u«  militiuy  vrguib^tioQ?.  ' 

.ThaJSngliab  luTfiji'rioco  Cpnmrt^Lodgc  of  (be  Sobs  of  St.  G«orga.  t>r^i>> 
iud  in  18^2  ;  and  their  Scolcb  brethren  hare  .St.  Andrc$r'a  BeneTolent  Sorietr. 
•  ^iftG«fiiufflpi;gnouatl(jii9  iuclude  tbe  sinsuigr  society.  Frobsinu.  or^atz^ 
'S^BKb  18>  185»f- -^  TuniTcroiu  (April  3.  IS'iU);  and  Eiai^kett  I^odgc  of 
tifci  Secret  (l}eite^1etit)  Order  of  ILirupari  (Xovcmber.  1833). 

Iha  Fmidi  Canadians  haTe>tbcR"Socictd  St.  Jeau  BeptUte,  organised  ^a, 
-l,fll6&..'  .-".    -  ■   ■      ^       _-   .:,   .-  ,  -■.. 
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FIBST    iitiia  —  WATBE   eoWER — rKESiEVOIM CLOTH    UANUFACTURB  IBOX 

WOKJilNGS  —  AME^^LOW    CiJ^II■ASr  — * ICUABOD   ^.tSIUttl&X TUE    WASHBUES 

AXD    MOeX    COME*ST'-^CHAIc''uA'Xi:TACn7EE CEOJIPTOX    I003I    irOSES  — 

cROUEcpx  cm:i;et  jcoiiFAST — lcch:s  j.-  ksowles— |-osoooo  bradixt  — 

THE   QQ£8  BROTHERS  —  AIAEftT  Ct^mS  —  OTHEB  3IAN1>FACTUS£RS.' 

The  commRtee  '^f  settlement,  appointed  by  the  General  Court  in  166o. 
awarded j^n  acre  of  laad  "for  tbc  encoiira^cmeiit  of  building  n  com  and  saw 
miQ  at  on^  place  on  Mill  Brook,  not  far  from  the  old  Indian  fort."  This  site 
(jupt  iiorlh  of  Lincoln  Square)  was  taken  up  by  Capt.  John  Wing,  of  Boston, 
who  bUo  l»ecanic  owner  of  a"trtlcl  OTTfTacrcs  to  the  north  and  ooHit-west, 
which  afterwards  bocantc  tbe  projiorty  of  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury. 

George  Danson,  a  baker  of  Coston,  obtained  a  grant  of  200  acres  on  tbc 
west  side  of  tbc  same  stream,  north  of  the  fort,  and  exteodiog  to  Xorth  Pond. 
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A  mill-site  at  Quinsigamond  village  was  granted  to  Nathaniel  Jones,  but  he 
forfeited  it  by  not  building,  although  it  subsequently  came  into  his  hands. 
Elijah  Chase  built  on  the  spot  the  first  corn-mill  in  the  town,  which  was  the 
only  one  for  many  years,  Mr.  Wing's  being  devoted  to  sawing  lumber  only. 

Works  for  making  potash  were  cj^tiblished  in  the  north  part  of  the  town 
about  the  year  1760,  and  buildings  for  similar  purposes  were  afterwards  erected 
in  various  parts  of  the  town.  The  hill  over  which  Pleasant  Street  (the  original 
county  road  leading  westward)  runs,  was  called  Potash  Hill  down  to  a  time 
within  the  memory  of  many  now  living. 

In  1780  an  association  was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  spinning  and  weaving 
cotton.  The  site  of  the  factory  was  on  Mill  Brook,  just  north  of  School  Street. 
The  first  piece  of  corduroy  made  there  was  taken  from  the  loom  in  April, 
1780.  In  May,  1790,  Samuel  Brazcr  advertised  for  sale  fustian,  jean, 
•corduroy,  federal  rib  and  cotton,  all  made  here.  The  enterprise  was  abandoned 
soon  after,  and  the  factory-building,  moved  to  the  west  side  of  Main  Street, 
south  of  Market  Street,  (once  called  Pig  Lane),  was  long  known  as  the  Old 
Green  Store.     It  gave  way,  a  few  years  ago,  to  the  present  Parker  block. 

The  two  mill-sites  at  Quinsiiramond  villa^re,  and  a  larsre  tract  of  land  in  the 
neighborhood,  became  the  property  of  John  Chandler,  the  •*  honest  refugee." 
Confiscated  by  the  State,  the  property  was  sold  to  Isaiah  Thomas,  who,  in  1794, 
erected  a  mill  for  the  manufacture  of  paper.  The  business  was  afterwarda 
carried  on  by  Gardner  Burbauk,  who,  in  1834,  was  succeeded  by  the  Quinsig- 
amond Paper  Company.  The  privilege  was  purchased  in  1846  by  Ichabod  and 
Charles  Washburn,  and  has  since  been  used  by  the  Washbuni  and  Moen  Manu- 
facturing Company  and  its  predecessors  in  the  same  business,  as  a  rolling-mill 
for  the  manufacture  of  coarse  wire. 

The  water-power  of  the  town  has  been  trebled  during  the  present  century  by 
the  establishment  of  reservoirs  ;  but  there  is  hardly  a  factory  at  the  present  time 
which  does  not  employ  steam  as  an  auxiliary  power,  and  probably  80  per  cent, 
of  the  vast  amount  of  manufactures  annually  produced,  has  the  aid  of  steam 
power  alone. 

Daniel  Denny  began  the  manufacture  of  cards  for  cotton  and  wool  in  1808. 
William  Stowell  carried  on  the  same  business  at  about  the  same  time. 

In  October,  1804,  Peter  Stowell,  and  his  brother  El)enezer,  began'  the 
weaving  of  carpets  and  plaids,  and  at  one  time  had  six  looms  of  their  own 
invention  and  manufacture  in  operation. 

Abel  Stowell  was  celebnited  as  a  maker  of  church  and  tower  clocks  at  the 
close  of  the  last  century  and  the  beginning  of  this  one.  The  town  clock  of  the 
Old  South  Church,  removed  but  a  few  years  ago,  was  made  by  him  in  1800, 
and  several  house  clocks,  bearing  his  name,  are  still  in  use  and  are  treasured  as 
heir-looms  by  the  families  in  which  they  have  been  preserved. 

Obadiah  Ward  from  ^larlborough,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers,  built  a  aaw- 
mill  00  the  present  site  of  the  Crompton  Loom  Works  on  Green  Street.    The 
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^ite  was  afterwards  for  many  yean  occupied  by  the  **  Old  Red  Mills,*  which 
gave  way  to  Mr.  Cromptou's  works  some  twenty  years  ago. 

SamacI  Andrews  Imilt  a  tannery  on  the  south  side  of  Lanooln  Square  ciflj 
in  the  last  century,  and  in  1749  erected  a  house  (lately  stancling  on  Proepeet 
Street)  opposite  the  old  court-house.  His  orphan  daughter,  Aooa,  married 
Col.  Timothy  Bigelow,  who  occupied  the  mansion,  which  was  afterwanls  owned 
by  Dr.  Abraham  Lincoln^  Col.  Bigelow's  son-in-law. 

Capt.  Palmer  Gouldinp:,  a  cordwainer,  built  a  house  on  Front  Street*  between 
Salem  Square  and  Trumbull  Street,  previous  to  1731.  He  early  moved  into 
the  north  precinct  (Ilolden),  but  his  son.  Palmer  Goulding,  Jr.,  and  grandsoo 
Daniel  occupied  the  house,  and  carried  on  an  extensive  business  in  the  way  of 
tanning,  making  malt,  curing  hams,  &c.  Their  works  were  on  the  north  skleof 
Front  Street,  opposite  the  house,  on  a  lot  sliced  out  of  the  ministerial  land.  Tlie 
Goulding  house  w:vs  converted  into  ""The  Elephant  Hotel**  in  1820  by  Nathaniel 
Saton,  aud  was  kept  as  such  by  different  parties  for  about  twenty-five  years. 
It  now  stands  on  Tremont  Street.  The  late  John  Gouldiug,  a  saccessfid 
inventor  of  woolen  machinery,  was  a  nephew  of  Palmer  Goulding,  Jr. 

Prdbiibly  no  city  in  the  country  has  so  great  a  variety  of  manufactures  in 
proportion  to  its  size  as  Worcester.  Even  before  the  introduction  of  railroads 
there  was  a  goodly  variety,  and  with  the  em  of  s>team  communication  b^an  t 
development  gf  manufacturing  interests  which  has  steadily  increased  to  the 
present  time.  The  machinery  used  in  the  large  factories  of  vari<ius  kinds,  is 
hi  great  part  made  here,  and  similar  machinery,  or  that  adapted  to  special  indos- 
tries  is  made  in  shops,  some  employing  hundreds  of  hands  aud  others  of  lesser 
size.  A  peculiarity  of  the  manufacturing  system  of  Worcester  is,  that  it  is 
conducted  in  larixe  deirrce  i)y  private  capital,  the  larire  corponitious  being 
but  few  in  number.  There  are  several  companies,  however,  organized  under 
the  general  corporation  hiws  of  the  State,  in  which  the  stock  is  wholly  or  in 
great  part  held  l)y  those  who  have  an  active  part  in  the  conduct  of  affairs. 
But  the  city  offers  special  facilities  for  mechanics  with  small  means  to  prose- 
cute their  lal)(>r,  to  run  machines,  or  carry  on  processes  of  their  own  invention, 
or  to  ply  the  trades  of  which  they  are  masters.  For  the  accommodation  of 
this  class  the  largo  machine-shops  erected  and  owned  by  Mr.  AVilliam  T. 
Mcrrifield  on  Union  Street  and  its  neighborhood,  arc  admirably  adapted.  The<c 
buildings  are  on  the  site  of  others  which  were  erected  thirty  years  ago  aud  were 
destroyed  on  the  1  Uh  of  June,  1854,  by  the  most  disastrous  tire  that  ever 
visited  the  city,  the  loss  being  nearly  half  a  million  dollars.  Here  the  mechanic 
can  hire  any  desired  amount  of  room,  whether  large  or  small,  with  the  neces- 
sary steam-power.     Similar  privileges  can  be  obtained  at  other  establishments. 

In  1836  there  were  two  mills  here  manufacturini;  broadcloths,  six  maldu*^ 
satinets,  one  for  cotton  sheeting  and  shirting,  two  for  satinet  warps,  one  for 
peli-^se  wadding,  two  for  paper,  seven  extensive  establishments  for  buildini! 
machinery,  a  wire  factory,  an  iron  foundry, — manufactories  of  sashes,  doors 
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and  blinds;  lead  aqticduct-pipe ;  paper-hangiugs ;  cabinet  furniture;  chairs; 
brushes ;  trunks  and  harnesses ;  plows ;  hats ;  shoes ;  watches ;  umbrellas ; 
cutlery ;  pianofortes ;  and  many  other  articles  of  utility  or  ornament. 

.  The  iron  foundry  established  by  William  A.  Wheeler  on  Thomas  Street 
in  1,825,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  famous  in  the  State.  The  first  station- 
ary engine  employed  in  the  State,  west  of  Boston,  was  erected  here,  In  1835 
he  began  the  manufacture  of  hot-air  furnaces  after  a  pattern  which,  with  some 
fc,w  modifications,  is  still  in  use  and  is  very  popular.  He  also  engaged  in 
brass-founding,  and  his  business  came  to  include  castings  of  almost  every 
description.  Mr.  Wheeler  was  one  of  the  projectors  of  the  Worcester  and 
Nashua  Kailroad,  which  was  built  under  his  supervision ;  first  president  of  the 
.Mechanics*  Association,  and  a  valuable  and  valued  citizen.  His  foundry  is 
now  carried  on  by  Messrs.  Heald  &  Britton. 

.^  The  extensive  works  of  the  Washburn  Iron  Company  on  BloomingdaleBoad, 
are  employed  in  rolling  car-rails  and  in  the  manufacture  of  car-wheels.  The 
business  was  founded  by  Nathan  Washburn,  now  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Mr. 
Washburn,  who  had  obtained  a  patent  for  an  improved  car-wheel,  came  to  the 
city  in  1848  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  these  wheels  with  E.  A.  Con- 
verse, under  the  firm-name  of  Converse  &  Washburn,  the  partnership  continu- 
ing for  six  years.  In  1850  he  obtained  another  patent  for  the  **  Washburn 
Car  Wheel,"  which  is  now  in  general  use.  Mr.  Washburn  has  removed  to 
Hartford,  Conn.,  the  Washburn  Iron  Company  continuing  the  large  business 
which  grew  up  here  from  his  early  beginnings.  Edward  L.  Davis  is  treasurer 
of  the  company,  and  George  W.  Gill  is  manager. 

The  building  of  paper  machinery,  as  now  represented  by  the  Rice,  Barton  & 
Fales  Machine  and  Iron  Co.,  was  started  by  Henry  P.  Howe  and  Isaac  Gk)d- 
daird  nearly  50  years  ago.  George  !^I.  Rice  was  admitted  a  partner  in  June, 
1846.  Mr.  Howe  died  in  1847,  and  in  1848  George  S.  Barton  and  Amos 
Stevens  were  admitted,  the  style  of  the  firm  being  Goddard,  Rice  &  Co.  Mr. 
/Stevens'  interest  wjis  afterwards  acquired  b}'  E.  A.  Goddard,  son  of  Isaac.  In 
1862  the  film  dissolved,  and  George  M.  Rice,  George  S.  Barton  and  Joseph 
E.  Fales  formed  a  co-partnership  as  Rice,  Baiion  &  Co.  In  1867  they  obtained 
an  act  of  incorporation  as  the  Rice,  Bartcm  &  Fales  Machine  and  Iron  Company, 
with  a  capital  of  $l50/)00.  Since  1866  they  have  enlarged  their  works,  and 
ipade  their  own  iron  and  brass  castings.  Their  machinery  is  largely  represented 
in  the  paper-mills  of  Holyoke  and  vicinity,  and  generally  throftghout  the 
United  States.  They  have  shipped  machinery  to  Germany,  France,  Japan, 
Mexico  and  Canada ;  and  have  also  built  a  large  portion  of  the  calico  printing 
and  bleaching  machinery  in  use  in  this  country. 

The  Arcade  Malleable  Iron  Foundry,  of  which  Warren  McFarland  is  pro- 
prietor, has  for  many  years  been  in  successful  operation  at  the  juDctkm  of 
Grafton  Street  with  the  railroad. 

Other  foundries  are,  those  of  the  Junction  Fonodiy  Company,  the  Wheeler 
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Foundry  Company,  and  C.  &  J.  A.  Cohrin.  Jason  CSispiii  and  Li«  H.  Wdb 
have  brass  foundries,  and  some  of  the  largo  mauufiustarerB  of  machineiy  ban 
foundries  of  their  own. 

On  the  site  of  the  old  forge  of  Col.  Timothy  BIgelow  (south  of  Lioeoln 
Square),  Dniper  Ruirgles,  Joel  Nourse  and  John  C.  Mason  began, in  1836,  the 
manufacture  of  plows.  The  rude  and  imperfect  implement  of  that  time 
was  developed  andJmnroved  by^eQX.to.aui^h  degree  as  tfiLRuke  it  almost  per- 
fect. The  buildings,  oWtied  by  lion.  Stepbcu  Salisbury,  were  enlai^ed  from 
time  to  time  to  meet  the  increase  in  their  business,  which',  from^  a  product  of 
about  one  hundred  plows  during  the  first  year,  developed  in^twenty  3'ears  to 
an  annual  product  of  thirty  thousand  plows  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  difTerent 
, forms.  The  firm  of  fiuggles,  Xourse  &  Mason  was  suoceedeS",  April  1,  1856, 
by  that  of  Nourse,  Mnson  &  Co.,  of  which  the  membets  were  Peter  Hanrej, 
J6el  Nourse  and  Samuel  Davis,  with  Messrs.  Sana(i)80n  &.  Tanpan  as  silent 
partners.  In  1860  the  establishment  i)assed  into  the  bifndaor  Oliver  Ames  t 
Sons  of  Easton,  by  whom  it  is  still  conducted  nqder  the  name  ^f  the  *^Ames 
plow  Company."  In  1876  the  business  wastremovedito  a  largo,  and  spacious 
factory  erected  by^Ir.  Salisbury  on  Prescott  Street,  and  the  old  buildings  were 
dem<ili^ied  to  accommodate  the  new  location  of  Union  Street.  They  now 
make  nearly  a-hundrcd  varieties  of  cast-iron  plows,  and  half  as  many  with  steel 
mould-board*?,  which  arc  ospccially  adaptetftCTtbe  rich  toil  of  the  West. 

The  Richardson  Maunmcturing  Company,  in  a  lai^  building  next  to  that  of 
the  Ames  Plow  Company,  turn  out  a  large  product  of  mowings-machioes  and 
other  agricultural  implcmputs. 

Icbabod  Washburn',  born  ai  Kingston  Aii^.  11,  1798,  was  of  Puritan  oriirin 
on  his  g rami  father's  si'le  hiid  of  Huguenot  stock  on  the  side  of  his'grandmoiher. 
His  father,  of  the  same  name,  a  sea-(^iptain,  ^o  intended  to  /reir  his  son  to 
the  same  profession,  died  when  that  *son  and  bi3;:tvvin  brother,  Charles,  were 
abbut^wo  mofttbs  t)l(l.  At  the  age  of  nine  ye:^s'he  was  bound  apprentice  to 
a  chaise  aud  harness  maker  in  Puxhiir}-.  In  the  si)rmg  of  18t4ihe  was  entered 
as  apprwitioerwith  Jonathan  and  David  Trask  6f  L^ij&ester.     He  remained  with 


Worcestoiv  JUi  IS^^^^Jio  we^t  into  business  wM\  ^W44imll•^.— Howard,  manu- 
facturing* woolen  machinery  and  lead-pipe.  Mr.  Howard  Icavinsr,  he  soon 
afterward  took  Benjamin  Gotlclard  as  partner.  The  new  firm  made  the  first 
woolen-condenser  and  loaig-roll  spinniug-j^iek  ever  made  in  the  countv.  Soil- 
ing out  this  business,  they  erected  works  at  Northvillo  for  the  manufacture 
of  wire  and  wooden  screws.  In  1S34  he  continued  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing wire  on  his  own  account  at  the  "Grove  ilill,"  built  for  him  hv 
Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury.  His  brother  Charles  was  partner  with  hira  from 
1842  to  1849,  and  was  subsequently  part  owner  of  the  rolling-mill  built  ;.t 


t/eXu.tiL<:.^i^L.rii(^A^*^ 
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Quinsigamond  Village.  His  son-in-law,  Hon.  Philip  L.  Moen,  became  hia 
partner  in  1850,  and  is  now  president  and  treasurer  of  the  Washburn  & 
Moen  Manufacturing  Company,  which  was  incorporated  in  1868  and  has  a 
capital  of  $1 ,500,000.  In  1850  he  began  experiments  which  resulted  in  the  inven- 
tion of  a  process  of  making  steel  wire  for  the  strings  of  pianofortes,  —  an  under- 
taking which  he  pronounced  the  greatest  success  of  his  mechanical  life. 
Wire  for  sewing-machine  needles,  for  crinoline  skirts,  and  galvanized  wire 
for  telegraph  lines,  were  among  the  forms  of  manufacture  which  he  invented 
or  carried  on.  The  machine  for  drawing  wire,  first  used  by  Washburn  & 
Goddard  in  1831,  was  capable  of  drawing  about  fifty  pounds  a  day.  They 
at  once  improved  upon  the  rude  apparatus  so  as  to  increase  its  product  ten- 
fold, and  soon  substituted  the  drawing-block,  which  has  never  been  improved, 
and  which  enables  one  man  to  draw  twenty-five  hundred  pounds  in  a  day. 
Mr.  Washburn  was  a  man  of  marked  piety  and  a  public-spirited  citizen. 
About  the  year  1836  he  engaged  with  others  in  maintaining  a  Sunday  school 
in  the  ^  African^  school-house  at  East  Worcester,  and  in  1855  the  Mission 
Chapel  on  Summer  Street,  built  with  his  money,  was  dedicated.  He  was 
active  in  securing  the  establishment  of  a  Sunday  school  at  the  house  of  cor- 
rection, which  has  been  maintained  for  more  than  forty  years.  He  gave 
$25,000  towards  the  erection  of  Mechanics'  Hall.  To  every  charity  that  ap- 
pealed for  aid  he  was  a  generous  giver.  The  noble  endowment  by  Mr. 
Boynton  of  the  School  of  Industrial  Science  was  largely  supplemented  by 
Mr.  Washburn ;  he  gave  money  for  the  endowment  and  erection  of  the 
machine-shop,  which  plays  an  important  paii;  in  the  good  work  of  the  insti- 
tution. By  his  last  will  ho  founded  the  Home  for  Aged  Women  and  a  free 
hospital ;  the  latter  in  memory  of  his  two  daughters,  whom  be  survived.  He 
died  on  the  30th  of  December,  1868. 

The  company  founded  by  Mr.  AVashbum,  at  their  two  establishments, 
produces  every  known  kind  of  wire,  among  the  varieties  galvanized  telegraph 
wire,  pianoforte  wire  and  the  i);itent  steel-barb  fencing  being  specially  prom- 
inent. The  enormous  works  of  this  company,  on  Grove  Street,  constitute  a 
small  village  in  themselves.  Charles  F.  Washburn  is  vice-president  and 
secretary. 

In  honor  of  Hon.  Alfred  D.  Foster,  a  warm  personal  friend  of  Icbabod 
Washburn,  the  latter  gentleman  gave  to  the  son  of  his  only  sister  the  name  of 
Alfred  D.  Warren.  The  large  product  of  wire  for  the  hooi>-6kirts  which 
attained  such  generous  dimensions  some  fifteen  }'ears  ago,  drew  Mr.  Wash- 
burn's attention  to  the  manufacture  of  cotton-thread,  and  in  1865  he  gave  the 
nephew  a  start  in  the  latter  business  with  a  capital  of  $7,000.  The  enterprise 
soon  outgrew  the  accommodations  offered  by  the  Washburn  &  Moen  mill,  and 
a  building  erected  by  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  on  Prescott  Street,  was  hired 
and  occupied  until  Oct.  1,  1879,  when  an  advantageous  ofier  of  still  more  room 
at  a  very  low  rate  led  to  the  removal  of  the  business  to  Ashland*    Tbe  daUj 
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product  had  reached  five  thousand  dozen  spools  of  cotton  (of  200  yarda  ca^), 
employing  two  hundred  and  fortjr  operatives,  of  whom  three-foorUia  wen 
females,  with  an  average  business  of  $1,200  per  diem,  and  a  montfalj  paj-nH 
of  $5,000.  The  bosioess  was  owned  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Warren  io  penon, 
though  carried  on  under  the  name  of  the  Warren  Thread  Company. 

The  Worcester  Wire  Company  have  extensive  works  on  Cambridge  Street 
(Riverside),  on  the  site  formerly  occupied  by  Ichabod  Washburn  and  Benjamin 
(}oddard  for  the  same  purpose.  Wire  and  wire  products  iu  various  forms  are 
here  tunied  out  in  large  quantities,  and  of  a  quality  that  has  a  wide  reputation. 
Mr.  William  £.  Bice,  who  has  had  a  practical  experience  of  many  years,  is 
president  and  mantiger  of  the  company. 

The  manufacture  of  wire  goods  has  long  been  carried  on  here  to  a  consider* 
able  extent.  The  business  is  now  practically  consolidated  in  the  hands  of  the 
National  ALmufacturing  Company,  in  the  old  hotel  building  on  the  corner  of 
Main  and  Thomas  streets. 

The  first  manufacturer  of  card-clothing  in  the  country  was  Pliny  Earle*  of 
Leicester.  He  was  engaged  by  Samuel  Slater  of  Pawtuckct,  the  originator  of 
cotton-factories  in  America,  to  furnish  the  c;ird-clothing  required  for  his  nulls. 
The  first  process^  compared  with  the  present  one,  was  rude  enough.  Mr. 
Earle,  with  no  other  machinery  than  two  needles,  made  holes  in  the  leather  for 
the  teeth,  which  he  set  in  the  cards  with  his  fingers.  He  next  arranged 
machinery  for  punching  the  holes,  and  other  machinery  for  making  the  teeth, 
which  must  still  be  inserted  by  hand.  The  two  machines  were  afterwards 
combined  in  one,  and  Mr.  Earle  and  his  son,  William  B.,  made  improrements 
which  brought  the  carcl-sottinjr  machine  to  its  present  state  of  perfection.  Mr. 
Earlc's  business  is  continued  here  by  his  nephew  and  successor,  Timothy 
K.  Earle,  who  with  his  son-in-law,  Edwin  Brown,  constitute  the  widelv-known 
firm  of  T.  K.  Earle  &  Co.  In  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Plinv  Earlc's  ensra^ement 
in  making  machine-cards  he  did  not  use  more  than  a  dozen  calf-skins.  The 
present  firm  use  over  thirty  thousand  cow-skins  annually,  which  are  tanned 
expressly  for  them  —  figures  which  will  give  an  idea  of  the  vast  business  of  the 
concern. 

The  Sargent  Card-Clothing  Company,  which  also  was  founded  by  Leicester 

•  Among  the  children  of  Pliny  and  Patience  Biiffum  Earlo  were  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  dlstin^ished 
as  a  successful  physician  to  the  insane,  and  now  superintendent  of  the  State  Tlospital  at  North- 
amptou ;  the  lato  lion.  John  Milton  Earle,  who  waa  for  many  years  editor  and  publi>;bc*r  of  the 
"Spy/*  member  of  the  legislature  ami  senator,  and  i>ostmastor  under  President  Lincoln,  aod  tb« 
lato  Thomas  Earlo  of  Philadelpliia.  an  able  lawyer  and  author  of  legal  works,  who  was  candidate' 
of  the  Liberal  party  for  Vice- President  in  1>  lO,  Of  Pliny  Earle's  four  daughters,  the  eldest.  Lydia, 
married  Anthony  Chase  of  Worcester.  Mr.  Chaso  and  Jobn  Milton  Earle  were  associated  in 
biisiuesa  here  from  181G  until  1>J:?,  at  lirst  in  a  "couniry  ^ton'/•  ;iud  lar.T  iu  publishing  the 
*'Spy."  Mr.  Chase  was  tbo  first  local  agent  of  the  Blackstone  Canal,  was  counry  treasurer  from 
1831  to  ISGo,  secretary  of  tho  Worcester  Mutual  Firo  Iiusurauce  Company  from  1S32  to  16T»2,  and 
its  president  from  that  time  until  his  death,  Aug.  4,  1S79.  lie  was  Jirst  secretary  of  the  Lycentn, 
was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Mechanics'  Association,  and  held  scyeral  ofQces  of  tmafc  during 
his  life  of  over  68  yean. 
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men,  have  a  large  factory  on  Southbridge  Street,  which  turns  ont  a  large 
annual  product  of  card-clothiug  and  also  of  haud-cards,  for  which  there  is  a 
great  demand  at  the  South. 

The  firm  of  Howard  Brothers  is  also  largely  engaged  in  the  manufacture. of 
card-clothing. 

The  manufacture  of  envelopes  is  a  prominent  industry  of  Worcester, 
employing  a  large  number  of  operatives.  Dr.  liussell  Hawes  of  this  city 
invented  an  envelope-folding  machine  and  began  the  manufacture,  which  was 
developed  by  Messrs.  Joseph  P.  Trumbull  and  George  F.  Hartshorn,  and  later 
by  Messrs.  Hill,  Dcvoe  &  Co.,  and  is  now  conducted  by  Mr.  W.  H.  HiH. 
Another  largo  house,  that  of  G.  Henry  Whitcomb  &  Co.,  establish.^d  in  1864, 
has  a  capacity  for  producing  one  million  envelopes  daily.  They  employ 
machines  invented  by  Henry  D.  and  D.  Wheeler  Swift,  their  foremen.  A 
large  proportion  of  all  the  envelopes  used  in  the  country  is  made  in  Worcester* 

The  manufacture  of  wood-working  machinery,  established  for  the.  first  time 
as  a  separate  branch  of  industry,  in  1836,  by  J.  A.  Fay  and  Edward  Joslin,  at 
Keene,  N.  H.,  was  soon  aftenvard  introduced  into  Worcester.  .  In  1852 
Ephraim  C.  Tainter  began  the  manufacture  of  Daniels  Planers  at  the  **  Junction 
Shops."  A  branch  of  the  Keene  house  had  been  established  at  Norwich, 
Conn.,  and  in  1853  J.  A.  Fav  &  Co.  became  the  owners  of  the  Taioter 
establishment  here.  In  1802,  after  the  discontinuance  of  the  business  here, 
Mr.  Horace  A.  Richardson,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  Worcester  firm 
since  1858,  formed  the  firm  of  Richardson,  Mcrriam  &  Co.,  the  other  partners 
being  Rufus  N.  Merriam,  William  B.  Mclver  and  Samuel  F.  Bond,  all  of 
whom  had  been  engaged  in  the  work  of  the  old  firm.  Mr.  Merriam,  who  was 
a  practical  draftsman  and  designer,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth  College  (1844), 
introduced  several  improvements  in  the  style  of  the  machiyery,  for  which 
letters  patent  were  ^^ecured.  From  a  small  beginning  the  business  increased 
to  a  trade  of  nearly  $200,000  per  annum,  giving  employment  to  one  huadred 
men.  Mr.  Bond  retired  from  the  firm  in  January,  1873^  and  died  in  the  same 
month.  Financial  embarrassments  threw  the  firm  into  insolvency  in  1876.  In 
February,  1877,  Mr.  Mclver,  with  his  brother,* John  C,  purchased  the  stock 
and  good-will  from  the  receivers,  and  the  business  is  continued  under  the  firm- 
name  of  Mclver  Bros.  &  Co. 

The  requirements  of  the  immense  Union  army  in  the  war  of  the  Rebelliou 
created  a  great  demand  for  camp  furniture,  and  Mr.  Edward  W.  Vaill,  who  in 
1862  was  conducting  a  successful  furniture  business  in  Worcester,  began  the 
manufacture  of  a  folding  camp-chair  which  was  readily  tnmsportable,  and 
which  met  with  general  favor.  Having  obtained  a  patent,  ho  devoted  himself 
in  1863  entirely  to  the  nuinufactDre  of  these  chairs.  The  prospect  of  [)eace  led 
him  to  develop  the  original  idea  inta  a  form  suitable  for  general  use,  and  the 
folding  chaii-s  of  his  patterns  are  now  made  in  a  thorough  and  elegant  style,  and 
have  bccdme  a  staple  article  of  furniture,  adapted  for  the  drawiuff-roomi 
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librazy,  veranda,  church,  public  ball,  seaside  and  shipboard.  He  now  has  no 
less  than  eeyenty-five  patents  for  the  various  priaeiples  and  cnmhinatiDos 
involved  in  the  construction  of  more  than  one  hundred  different  pattema  ad 
siaes.  The  development  of  the  business  until  it  was  scattered  throagh  a  num- 
ber of  buildings  on  Main  Street,  covering  30,000  feet  of  floor  room,  led  him  to 
seek  for  new  quarters,  and  in  January,  1877,  ho  removed  to  the  largo  fivc-etory 
building  on  Union  Street,  constructed  by  Hon.  Stephen  Salisbury,  with  an  acre 
and  a  half  of  floor  room.  The  greater  portion  of  his  frames  are  made  in 
Asbburnbam,  Templeton,  and  the  northern  towns  of  the  county,  giving  employ- 
ment .to  nearly  200  people.  At  the  factory  here,  they  arc  put  together  and 
upholstered,  giving  employment  to  nearly  a  hundred  oi)eratives.  The  factory 
turns  out  an  annual  product  doul)le  that  of  any  similar  one  in  the  coantry^  the 
yearly  sales  amounting  to  ^ome  $300,000.  The  folding  principle  of  the  duurs 
larjgely  facilitates  convenience  in  shipment,  and  they  are  sent  to  every  qnaiter 
of  the  world. 

The  £rm  of  Witherby,  Bugg  &  Richardson,  on  Salisbury  Street*  is  tiie 
direct  successor  of  the  first  establishment  in  Worcester  for  the  productum 

« -  

of  wood-working  machinery.  The  various  **Woodworth,*  ''Daniels*  and 
''Richardson  ^  machines  are  among  their  products. 

Iron-working  machinery  is  made  by  David  W.  Fond,  P.  Blaisdell  &  Co.,  and 
at  the  Washburn  Machine-Shop  connected  with  the  Free  Institute. 

Machine  screws  and  screws  of  every  kind  are  made  by  the  Worcester  'M'iy4>inf^ 
Screw  Company. 

William  Crompton,  a  native  of  Preston,  England,  came  to  this  country  in 
1836,  settling  in  Taunton.  He  at  once  devised  and  built  a  loom  for  the  manu- 
facture of  fancy  cotton  goods,  obtaining  a  patent,  Nov.  23,  1837,  for  a  design 
which  contained  the  germ  of  the  loom  which  has  since  been  brought  to  a  high 
state  of  perfection  by  his  son,  George  Crompton  of  Worcester.  In  1839, 
William  Crompton,  at  Lowell,  adapted  his  loom  to  the  manufacture  of  fancy 
woolens.  In  1841  he  sold  to  Messrs.  Pbclps  &  Bickford  of  Worcester,  the 
right  to  build  his  looms  under  a  royalty,  and  in  1841  removed  his  family  here. 
In  1851  George  Crompton  entered  into  partnership  with  M.  A.  Furbush,  and, 
obtainin;?  an  extension  of  his  father's  patent,  cnsrasrcd  in  the  manufacture  of 
fancy  looms.  The  partnership  continued  until  1859,  since  which  tim^  Mr. 
Crompton  has  been  proprietor  and  manager  of  what  luis  now  become  the  very 
extensive  business  of  the  Cromiiton  Loom  Works.  Many  improvements  and 
modifications  in  the  original  loom  have  been  made,  and  Mr.  Crompton  has  taken 
out  about,  fifty  patents  for  his  own  inventions.  For  about  six  years  past  Horace 
Wyman,  superintendent  of  the  works,  has  been  associated  with  him  in  the 
invention  and  issue  of  patents,  and  by  purchase  and  assignment  !Mr.  Crompton 
has  secured  control  of  some  fifty  other  patents  relating  to  his  business. 

In  the  summer  of  1870  George  Crompton  associated  with  f»ther  gentlemen  to 
form  a  corporation  nnder  the  name  of  the  Crompton  Carpet  Company,  and 
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purchased  a  tract  of  land  with  an  old  water-privilego  at  South  Worcester,  on 
which  buildings  were  erected  and  filled  with  machinery  for  the  manufacture  'of 
carpets.  In  the  autumn  of  1871  a  mill  was  built  by  this  company  and  leased 
by  Mr.  Crompton  for  the  manufacture  of  worsted  yarns,  under  the  name  of  the 
Pakachoag  Mill.  In  1875  another  mill  was  built,  and  leased  to  the  Wicks 
Manufacturing  Company  for  the  manufacture  of  worsted  goods.  In  June^' 
1879,  the  Crompton  Carpet  Company  ceased  the  manufacture  of  carpets,  sellitig 
its  machinery  to  Messrs.  Wm.  James  Hogg  &  Co.,  of  Philadelphia,  who  took 
a  lease  of  the  mills  which  had  been  operated  by  the  Carpet  Company,  and  con- 
tinued the  manufacture  of  carpets.  Mr.  Crompton  has  recently  built  an  addi- 
tion to  the  Pakachoag  Mill  and  purchased  additional  machinery,  thereby 
doubling  the  previous  production  of  yam. 

Mr.  Crompton  has  never  sought  for  public  office,  but  as  an  alderman  he  took 
a  prominent  part  in  the  introduction  of  the  waters  of  Lynde  Brook  into  tbd 
city,  and  was  chairman  of  the  commission  appointed  to  superintend  the  rebuild- 
ing  of  the  dam,  which  was  carried  away,  with  disastrous  results,  a  few  years  ago. . 
He  is  director  in  the  Worcester  Bank,  was  chairman  of  the  committee  which  ' 
built  the  Soldiers'  Monument,  and  is  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

Lucius  J.  Knowlcs,  a  native  of  Hard  wick,  engaged  in  the  manuftcture  of 
looms  at  Warren,  with  bis  brother,  F.  B.  Knowlcs.  In  1866  this  branch  of 
his  business  was  removed  to  Worcester,  where  it  has  since  been  conducted/ 
The  looms  first  made  by  the  firm  were  constructed  to  weave  narrow  fabrics, 
which  still  constitute  an  important  part  of  the  product  of  the  firm.  In  1863 
Mr.  L.  J.  Knowles  took  out  his  first  patent  for  an  open-shed  fancy  cassimere 
loom,  which  he  has  recently  adapted  to  the  weaving  of  many  new  fabrics,  and 
be  has  devised  mechanisms  by  which  alibost  every  kind  of  fancy  textile  fabrics, 
whether  of  cotton,  wool  or  silk,  can  be  readily  produced.  Mr.  Knowles  has 
an  inventive  genius  which  has  produced  other  importimt  inventions  besides  bis 
looms.  He  has  been  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen ;  and' 
the  Knowles  Steam  Pumps,  which  he  manufactures  hi  large  quantities  at 
Warren,  have  a  world-wide  reputation.  He  has  been  State  senator,  alderman, 
president  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  is  now  president  of  the  People's  Savings 
Bank  and  a  trustee  of  the  Free  Institute. 

The  Gilbert  Loom  Company  (Charles  W.  Gilbert,  manager)  manufacture  a 
variety  of  looms,  and  have  a  high  reputation  for  their  work. 

The  oldest  car  factory  in  America  is  that  of  Osgood  Bradley,  on  Oraflon 
Street,  next  south,  and  across  the  railroad  from  the  foundr}**  of  Mr.  McFarlaod. 
These  works  cover  an  acre  or  more  of  ground,  and  give  employment  to  an 
average  force  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  men. 

Loring  and  Aury  G.  Coes,  natives  of  Worcester,  began  the  mannfaoture  of 
the  ^  Coes  Wrench  "  here  in  1841 «  with  the  assistance  of  Henry  W.  Miller.  In 
May,  1845,  they  mode  their  first  purcbaee  of  land  at  New  Worcester.  In  1853, 
with  Levi  Hardy,  they  began  the  manufacture  of  shear-bladee  and  hay-cntter 
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knives.  Prior  to  tho  dissolution  of  their  partnership  in  1869  tbey  had  become 
the  owners  of  large  tracts  of  lands,  mills  and  other  buikUogs,  and  hod  created 
a  lai*ge  additional  reservoir  for  their  \vater-iK>wer.  The  firm  of  L.  Goes  Ji  Go. 
(M«  O.  Whittier)  are  now  en$raged  in  the  manufacture  of  shear-blades  and 
wrenches,  while  the  firm  of  A.  G.  Goes  &  Co.  devote  themselves  to  the  wrench 
business  e8[)ecial]y.  Mr.  A.  G.  Goes  died  in  1875,  and  was  succeeded  bj  iiis 
sons,  John  11.  and  Frederick  L.,  under  the  same  firm- name. 

Albert  Curtis,  graudson  of  Samuel  Curtis,  one  of  the  leading  Whigs  of  the 
Revolutionary  era,  served  as  apprentice  to  Messrs.  White  &  Bo^'deu,  manu- 
facturers of  woolen  machiuory  at  South  Worcester,  aud  engaged  in  the  same 
business  at  New  Worcester,  in  1831,  with  John  Sitnmons  and  Abel  Kimball. 
In  1844  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cotton  sheeting.^,  and  in  1852 
purchased  the  mill  at  TrQwbridgovi:lo  for  the  same  purpose.  In  1857  he 
added  the  manufacture  of  satinets  to  his  othpr  business,  and  in  1802  he  tocik 
as  a  partner  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  machinery  Mr.  l^klivin  T«  ^larhle, 
who  has  special  charge  of  that  department,  while  Mr.  Curtis  sni>erinteods  his 
Oianufacture  of  satinets,  woolens  and  horse  blankets. 

The  manufacture  of  metallic  reeds  for  musical  instruments  is  carried  on  on  a 
large  scale  by  Andrew  H.  Hammond,  who  took  out  his  tirst  patent  in  1859. 
He  has  obtained  additional  patents,  and  has  built  up  a  large  and  profitable 
business. 

The  Munroe  Organ  Reed  Company  do  an  extensive  business,  making  the 
Munfoe  Patent  Organ  Reed  and  other  organ  materials.  They  arc  about  re- 
moving to  a  large  building  erected  for  them  on  Union  Street  l)y  Hon.  Stephen 
Salisbury.  A  very  large  business  is  done  annually  in  the  raannfacture  of  orgnns, 
especially  of  such  as  arc  for  use  in  the  parlor,  school-room  or  hall.  Tho  Lorin'* 
A  Blake  Organ  Co.,  on  Union  Street;  the  Tayl(*r  &  Farlo}"  Organ  Co.,  on  Her- 
mon  Street j  and  the  Taber  Organ  Co.,  on  May  Street,  are  the  principal  iruinu- 
facturers,  employing  a  very  large?  number  of  operatives. 

Tho  steam-engine  which  furnished  power  for  the  great  exposition  at  Paris  in 
1878,  receiving  the  grand  prize,  was  manufactured  by  Jerome  AVheelock  of 
this  city.  Tho  quality  of  his  work  is  attested  by  the  double  compliment 
paid  him  at  Paris. 

Steam-boilers  of  every  dimension  are  made  by  William  Allen  &  Sou^  and 
by  Charles  Stewart  &  Son. 

The  leather  belting  req\iired  in  connection  with  tho  vast  amount  of  machin- 
ery employed  in  the  city,  is  made,  to  a  great  extent,  by  the  Graton  &  Kni^-ht 
Manufacturins:  Co.,  which  have  a  tannery  of  their  own,  and  whose  business  is 
on  a  larije  scale.     H.  O.  Hudson  is  also  a  manufacturer  of  beltinsr. 

The  manufacture  of  boots  and  shoes  has  developed  in  Worcester  to  such  an 
extent  as  to  overtop  nearly  every  other  industry.  Heavy  boots  for  men's  wear 
are  the  special  feature  of  the  trade.  Tho  great  house  of  J.  II.  &  G.  M. 
Walker  have  a  large  factory  at  the  corner  of  Winter  and  Water  streets,  and 
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their  special  brands  are  known  throngh  a  very  wide  range  of  country.  Mr. 
Walker  is  also  the  head  of  the  great  leather  and  tannery  firm  of  Walker, 
Oakley  &  Co.,  of  Chicago.  S.  R.  Hey  wood  &  Co.,  another  large  firm,  are 
building  a  new  factory  opposite  the  Messrs.  Walker's  extensive  works.  Hr  B. 
Fay  &  Co.,  C.  H.  Fitch  &  Co.,  D.  G.  Rawson  &  Co.,  and  E.  H.  Stark  &  Co. 
are  among  the  twent}'-five  or  more  prominent  firms  engaged  in  this  busiuess. 
The  Bay  State  Shoe  and  Leather  Co.  are  the  principal  manufacturers  of  ladies 
shoes.     They  have  a  large  factory  here,  with  headquarters  in  New  York. 

Fire-arms  are  made  in  Worcester  to  a  large  amount.  The  house  of  Fore- 
hand &  Wadsworth  is  successor  to  the  old  fii-m  of  Allen  &  Thurber,  aild  turns 
out  all  sizes  of  revolver-pistols  and  brocch-loading  shot-guns  and  riQes.  Mr. 
Frank  Wesson  manufactures  his  well-known  breech-loading  rifle  and'  the 
Creedmoor  rifle;  and  Johnson,  Bye  &  Co.,  Harrington  &  Richardson,  and  C. 
B.  Holden  make  a  variety  of  small-arms. 

Lasts  are  made  in  large  numbers  by  S.  Mawhinney  &  Co.  and  t!olby  A 
Porter. 

Some  account  of  the  business  of  the  Union  Water-meter  Company  may  be 
gathered  from  the  biography  of  Mayor  Ball  on  a  preceding  page.  Water- 
meters  are  also  made  by  Wm.  E.  Draper  &  Co. 

A  complete  account  of  the'  manufactures  of  Worcester  would  fill  a  voluxne 
by  itself.  Enough  has  been  said  to  give  an  idea  of  their  immense  variety, 
although  but  a  small  number  have  been  named. 

Some  gentlemen,  resident  here,  have  large  interests  in  other  places.  C.  W. 
&  J.  E.  Smith,  sons  of  John  Smith,  late  of  Barre,  who  was  one  of  the  pion^en 
in  the  cotton  manufacture,  have  large  mills  at  Barre,  Shirley  and  Auburn. 

Mr.  Addison  Macullar  was  a  pioneer  in  the  sale  of  ready-made  clothing  here, 
more  than  thirty  years  ago.  Seeking  a  wider  field,  he  established  the  great 
bouse  of  Macullar,  Williams  &  Parker  of  Boston  (now  Macullar,  Parker  A 
Co.,  and  of  which  he  continues  a  member),  and,  some  years  later,  abraneh 
bouse  at  Providence.  lie  re-established  his  home  in  Worcester  a  few  years 
ago,  and,  with  his  son,  has  recently  opened  a  clothing-house  here,  in  Lincoln 
Block. 

Many  of  the  institutions  of  Worcester  are  so  far  related  to  the  county  or  the 
State,  OS  to  bring  them  into  the  field  of  the  county  proper.  Such  will  bo 
found  described  in  the  general  history  in  the  first  volume  of  this  work. 

The  same  causes  which  have  developed  the  village  of  fifty  years  ago  into  the 
Worcester  of  to-day,  still  exists;  and  in  the  new  era  of  general  prosperity 
which  appears  to  have  begun,  wo  may  look  to  see  the  city  take  another  stride 
forward,  and  reap  the  bcilefit  which  cannot  fail  to  accrue  from  the  intelligence, 
skin  and  enterprise  of  its  inhabitants. 
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Aqnednot  Wftter,  S. 

Aerat  in  the  Town,  SL 

AgricnltnreylM. 

AdamSy  Dr.,  hb  Arithmetio,  97. 

Arch  Bridge  of  Stone^  SOL 

Bank,  National,  27. 
"      Savings,  27. 
Baptist  Cbiirchy  Central,  and  Minittei%  94. 
Bascom,  Rev.  William,  12. 
BigeloWy  Abijah,  Esq.,  27. 
Books,  School,  15. 
Boundaries,  2. 
Bontello,  CoL  Timothy,  2& 
Brick,  3. 
Buildings,  Public,  S7. 

Catholic  Congregation  and  pastois,  14-1&. 
Centre  Common,  11, 20. 
Children's  Carriages,  24. 
Chualoom  Pond,  23. 
Clay  and  Sand,  3. 
Committee,  School,  16. 
Conant,  Rer.  Abel,  19-13. 
Congregational  Society  of  Christ,  13, 15. 

*<  (Orthodox)    Society,  and  its 

meeting-hoosesy  13. 

«<  (Unitarian)  Society,  Firsts  13, 

20. 
CoogresBnen,  27. 

Deed  of  Tahanto,  841. 

ETangelical  Sode^,  13. 


Farming  Landi^  S. 
Fertility,  3. 
Fire  Department^  97. 
French  and  Indian 
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Gardner,  Rer.  Fkaiidl%  19. 


G.  A.  R.  Post,  97. 
Geological  Formation,  X 
Ghradcd  Schools,  16L 
Granite  Rock,  SL 
Growing  Familiei,flL 

High  School,  16,  la 
Hills'  Karnes,  SL 
Hills,  Obadiah,  94. 
Homes  ruled  by  loTa,  S. 
Horn-comb-making,  94. 

IncoxporaHon,  9l 
Indians,  6. 
Interrale,  3. 

Johnson,  Asa,  Esq.,  97. 

Kendall,  Jonas  H.,  18-19. 
Kimball,  Eev.  O.  D.,  14. 

Lancaster  wise  in  Affairs,  8. 
Leominster,  2 ;  settled  ficom 
Library,  Town,  97. 
Lodges  and  Societies,  97. 
Location  of  the  Town,  9. 

Manuikctures,  Varlons,  94-96w 
Meeting-house,  first,  10;  second,  11* 
Meeting,  town,  10-IL 
Mcrriam,  Hon.  Charles  H.,  9, 93. 
Methodist  Society,  13-14. 
Military  Company,  And6nt^96L 

"      Spirit,  95-90. 
Money,  School,  dirided,  10. 
Monument,  SoidienP,  91, 96L 

Nashua  Sirer,  8. 
Kcw  (Cemetery,  99i 
New  Grant,  8,  & 
New  Streets,  98. 
KoUa  WiTMi  & 
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▲iMM.  B0T.  UbAkL 

AdTentista,  The,  39. 


BellowB  Family,  3^ 
Book-bindery,  3L' 
Boandaries,  33. 
Bounties,  35. 
Brick-making,  31. 
Bridle-iK&tlis  and  Roads,  3L 
Brooks  and  Resenroirs,  3L 
Button- wood  Tree,  34. 

Cunningham,  Mrs.  K.  F.,  41. 

Days  of  the  Revolution,  34r 

Eagle,  Bald,  35. 
EsUbrook,  Adin  C,  28. 

Fanners'  Clnb,  33-33. 
Fitchburg  set  off,  33. 
Fitch,  John,  captured,  30. 

Gardner,  Rev.  Andrew,  38L 
Garrison  Ilonscs,  30. 
Grant  of  Township,  2& 

Hartwell,  Edward,  29. 


Bnii,ir«Mtei;aoi 

History  of  the  Town,  4L 

Indians,  89. 

Land,  Fertile,  32. 

Library,  40. 

Loom  and  8pinning-wheel,  8L 

Lots,  School  and  College^  89. 

Lowe  Brothers,  39. 

LnnenlHUx^,  23;  named,  90L 

Lyon,  John  £.,35. 

Meeting-house,  38. 
Methodists,  The,  39. 
Militia  ready  to  march,  34. 
Mills,  31. 

Names  of  Soldiers,  1861-6, 85-d. 

Officers,  Town,  Names  of,  40. 
Origin  of  the  Town,  2&  . 
Orthodox  Society,  3d ;  Mmisten,  SOL 

Page,  Samuel,  a  Squattfur,  88. 
Payson,  Rev.  Samuel,  381 
Physicians,  40. 


INDEX. 


671 


Poor,  Provision  for,  39. 

Potash,  31. 

Proprietors,  Names  o^  29. 

Representatives,  41. 
RevolntioD,  The,  cost  o^  34. 
Roads,  31-2. 

Schools,  3G ;  masters,  36-7. 
Settlers,  Firat,  from  Lancaster,  29. 
Shays'  Outbreak,  35. 
Slave  sent  to  War,  34. 


Soldiers  in  the  RerolatioDy  34. 
Spider  Cake,  32. 

Tanneries,  31. 
Town  Hall,  First,  39. 

Unitarians,  The,  38;  Ministexs  d;  39L 
Univerca!Um,  39. 

War  of  1&12 ;  Drafted  Men,  3S. 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  35. 
Woods,  30. 
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Adams,  Dr.  Joseph,  49. 
Absconder,  49. 
Alexander,  Rev.  Caleb,  58. 
Association,  Mendon,  60. 

Ballon,  Rev.  Adin,  59. 

Bills  of  Credit,  43. 

Blacksror.'*  Canal,  60. 

BlackstoiK'  r.-ictury  Village,  66» 

Bonndwvics.  4; J. 

Bonndarv  Liin)  mljnsted,  48. 

Bounty  f .  r  Wolves,  44. 

Bounty  to  Sulilicrs,  51. 

Boyce,  Vv'li.,  School-master,  52. 

Building  a  School-house,  47. 

Burying-yard,  46-7. 

Centennial  Celebration,  5L 
Chauniug,  Rev.  George  G.,  60. 
Clarke  of  the  Writta,  44. 
Col  Crowne,  45. 
Corn-mill,  Nearest,  44. 
Cotton  Mills,  00. 
Crooked  Stick,  45. 

Democratic  till  1861,  61. 
Division  of  the  Town,  1845, 55. 
Doggett,  Rev.  Simeon,  59. 
Dorr,  Rev.  Joseph,  57. 

Education,  52. 
Eight  Miles  Square,  42. 
Emerson,  Joseph,  GC 
£x|>euditures  in  1878,  02. 

Farming  Land,  Excellent,  61. 
Fa  mum,  Welcome,  60. 
Fire-Eugioe,  52. 
Fish  CommiKHioners,  51. 
Y'tah  in  Tawtucki't  River,  46-7. 
FIkIi,  Rev.  rr<*R4T>*04l,  59. 
FrirndM*  Mecting-honse,  60. 
French  War  in  1755-63, 4a 
Fort  William  Henry,  4a 


Grudnates  of  College^  63. 
Grammar  School,  53. 
Grants,  42. 
Great  Sickness,  47. 
Grist-mill,  44. 

Harrison  Hall  a  Town  HaU,  60L 
High  School,  51. 
Hills,  Names  of,  43. 
Home  Indnstries,  61. 
Hospital,  Small-pox,  49. 
Hous  of  Intertaiument^  4a 

InconveniencieB,  44. 
Incorporated,  42. 
Indian  Alarm,  46. 
Inhabitants  killed  in  1675^  43. 

King  Philip's  War,  4a 

Latin  School-master,  52. 
Liabilities  of  t lie  Town  in  1879^  6a 
Licenses  voted  down,  oO-L 
Lock-np  for  Tramps,  62. 

Blatoonas,  43. 
Meddo,  44. 
Meeting-house,  56-7. 
Mendon,  4*2 ;  burned,  4a 
Metcalf.  John  G.,  4a 
Methodist  Society,  60. 
Milford  Incorporated,  4a 
Militia.  Enrolled,  50. 
Mills  and  Shops,  6L 
Mill  River  Precinct,  5a 

Katraocke,  4a 

Kipmock  Indiana,  4a 

Koon-llouse,  57. 

Korth  Congregational  Chorehy  flOt. 

Officer*,  Town,  Oa 

Patriot  inoi,  48^  €L 
Foor^Farm,  51. 
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Silttj  of  tlM  JfiBlrtMv 
fliev-iBill.  Finti  4S. 

■iliBtiiB,  Fintg  44, 
fllm^  BslMOkii.  48L ' 
«xnslllnMn^46b 
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Tid^rtlM  ift  ml,  49;  Im  1181, 

WitfM  «D  ttM  Hi|^in7, 4f • 
WjKBlifi  oat  of  TowB,  48i 
War  of  tho  B«boUio%  a. 
Wsrofl81i;48L 
?raiMd,  Rot.  JoHfb,  88L 
WolYM  kOkd  la  imt  48. 
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Ailitodo,ltooii,64, 

AppwpriottoaolbrMwoiiiML 
Ana  and  AenogOy  64 
ArtOkrj  Coflipanj,  80L 
AjHodaUooa  and  Cocponttom^  Ml 

BaUou,  Bar.  AdiBy  64  i 

Baoka^n^SO. 

BaptiU  Clunch  aad  MhilatWi  m 

Bear  EOI,  67. 

Board  of  Health,  82. 

Boots  and  Shoes,  69. 

Bragg,  CoL  Ariel,  84. 

Brick  Church,  73. 

Broonuhire,  GS. 

BosiDess  EstablishmeDts,  96. 

1111537;  in  1855;  in  1875;  70. 


Catholic  Cemetery,  68.        ' 

"       Church,  76. 
Cedar  Swamp  Pond,  66-7. 
Cemeteries,  d7--8. 
Central  Section,  66. 
Charles  River,  66. 
Chapin,  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen,'  98. 
Chnrches,  71. 

Church  of  Christ,  Congregational,  66, 71-3. 
Claflin,  A.,  Country  Seat,  67. 

«      Hon.  Lee,  74. 
Claflins,  Several,  93-4. 
Co.  A,  Volunteer,  80. 
Conservatism,  71. 
Commons,  66. 
Co.  II,  Volunteer  Militia,  8L 


PlaHnfiilabml  Hon, 
Dlaliica  Oovrt^  89i 
BMrioB  in  Fariah,  Tt. 
Dnaatio  EsUMttaM^  88. 

Twt  wriy  Saction,  V. 
Xdlfleea,Chni^»«» 
SdooatliMi,  8I-8L 
Xainaneaa,  Hii^ilandt  67.  • 
^piaeopal  Chnxeh^  75} 
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Fkimers'  Club,  9a 

Farms  and  Homesteada,  96. 

Firm  for  the  Poor,  84. 

Fauna  and  Flora,  68. 

Father  Cuddihy,  77. 

Fire  Companies  and  Engineo^ 

Friends  of  Progress,  78. 

Frosty  BoT.  Amariah,  65^  71. 

G.  A.  R.  Post  22, 81.- 

Geology,68. 

Granite  Quarries,  68. 

Great  Meadow,  67-8. 

Gneiss  Rock,  63. 

Graduates,  83. 

Growth  of  Town  slow  tiU  18^  6a. 

Guards,  The  Mayhew,  81. 

Halls,  91. 
Heel-Factory,  96. 
History  of  tho  Town,  99L 
Hopedale,  67, 9G-a 

**        Communitj,  78L 

«*        Parish,77. 

«        Village,7a 
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Hotels,  71. 

Hunt,  lion.  £zr»,  92. 

Incorporation,  65. 
Increase  of  Catholics,  77. 
Indcpeudcut  Christian  Society,  73. 
luclnstrics,  Varions,  70-1. 
Industrial  Productions,  G9. 
lufantry.  Ordinary,  80. 

Lafayette  Guards,  80. 
Latitude  and  Longitude,  64. 
Leficl  Turbine-wheel,  97. 
Library,  Town,  83. 
Lodges,  Masonic,  90. 
Long,  Rev.  David,  72. 

Magomiscook  Hill,  67. 
Maps,  99. 

Masi)enock  Pond,  66. 
Medical  Association,  90. 
Meeting-Honsc,  65. 
Methodist  Meoting-Honses,  74. 
Methodists,  74 ;  Ministers  of^  74-5. 
Milford,  64 ;  part  of  Mendon,  64. 

Cadets,  81. 

Centre,  95. 

Journal,  98. 
Military  against  the  Rebellion,  8L 

"        Record,  79. 
Mill  River  People,  e&. 
Money  Spent  in  the  War,  8L 

Nelson,  Hon.  A.  H.,  93. 
"      Rev.  Levi,  92. 
Kipmucks,  64. 


<t 


It 


u 


Officers,  Military,  80-1. 

"     Town,  ea 

Opposition  to  Shays,  80. 
Orthodox  Minister,  G5. 

Ministers,  Names  of^  72. 


i( 


Parties,  Town  and  Parish,  72. 
Piue  Grove  Cemetery,  68. 
Police  Court,  8a 
Poor,  The,  Cared  for,  81. 
Population,  Increase  of^  69. 

**         in  1780,  G5 ;  plucky,  65. 
Post-Offices,  8a 
Precinct  in  1741|  65. 


Pn'ss,  The,  9a 
Printing-offices,  9a 
Private  Schools  and  Academy,  83. 
Professional  Men,  71u 

Railroad,  69;  Branch,  70. 
Railroads,  89. 
Rattlesnakes,  6a 
Rawson,  Edward,  65. 
Religious  History,  7L 
Rich-toned  bell,  7a 
Roads  and  Streets,  85-a 
Rocky  AVoods,  67. 
Roman  Catholics,  67. 
Romantic  Scenery,  6a 

Sawyer  Spindle,  The,  97. 
Scammell,  Dr.,  65. 

"        Gen.  Alexander,  79*80. 
Schools,  e2-a 
'  School  Committees,  83. 
School-houses,  82. 
Screws,  Clinching,  9a 
Sectaries  multiplied,  72. 
Settlement,  Time  of;  64-6. 
Situation  of  the  Town,  64. 
Societies,  many,  90. 
Spinning-rings,  9a 
Spiritualists,  7a 
St.  Mary's  Church,  7a 
Stone  scmi-cathcdral,  76-7. 
Steeler,  Rev.  Adam,  73. 
Surveys  of  the  Town,  99. 

Tanning,  GO. 
Temple  Company,  97. 
Thayer,  Hon.  Jonathan,  92.  • 
Topography,  6a 
Train  band,  80. 
Trinity  Pariah,  75« 

Underwood,  Gen.  A.  B.,  81, 94. 
Univcrsalist  Society,  73;  Preachcrt,  73-i. 

Valuation,  69,  89. 
Volunteer  Militia,  80. 

War  of  1755-9, 79 ;  of  the  Bevolation,  79-80. 
Westerly  Section,  Oa 
Wild  BeaaU  and  Biida,  6a 


TOWN  OF  MILLBURT. 


Academy,  113-14. 

Armory  and  Goodell  VillagSi,  101. 

Armory  Building,  lOa 

Arms— Muskets,  RiOca,  Pistols,  lia 

AtlmnU  Mills,  109. 


Bank  and  Post-Offlce,  101. 
Banks,  115-ia 

Baptist  Church  and  Ministeit,  10& 
Blnckstone  Canal,  102. 
Blackstons  RiTor,  100. 
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Blaoebard,  Tbonuw,  112. 

Booka»  School,  Hymn  and  Tnne,  107. 

Boote  and  Shoes,  UO. 

Bo«idarie8»  100. 

Bnmannlle,  lOL 

Broadcloths,  lOd. 

Bnrbank,  Gen.  Caleb,  107. 

Mills— Bearereloth,  lOd. 


Cam  Motion,  112. 

Cambridge  Platfonn,  103. 

Catholic  Church,  Pastors  o^  lOS. 

Centre  of  Millbury,  101. 

Chaplin,  Rer.  Ebenezer,  103. 

Ckareh  Edifices,  lOL 

Congregational    Chnrch   in  West   Millbnrj, 

formed  and  disbanded,  105. 
Congregational  Church,  Second,  Pastors  of, 

104. 
Congregational  Society,  First,  101. 

^  «       in  West  Millbury,  101. 

Cordis  Mills,  100, 109. 
Cotton  Mills,.109. 
Crane  &  Waters,  106. 

Diplomas,  High  School,  114. 
Dr.  Watts' Hymns,  103. 

Edge-tool  Factory,  109. 
Era  of  Growth,  102. 
Ewell,  Ber.  J.  L.,  104. 

First  Chnrch  in  Millbury,  New,  103 ;  Pastors 
of,  104. 

Gongb,  John  B/s  First  Lecture,  115. 
Gow,  Kev.  G.  B.,  105. 
Grass  Uill,  101. 

Guns  Wrought   by   Hand,    UO;   by  Water- 
power,  HI. 

Hand-filing,  113. 
High  School,  114. 
Holbrook,  Rev.  I.,  11.5. 
Holmau,  Rev.  Sidney,  105. 
Hosiery  Mill,  103. 
Houses  of  Worship,  103-4. 

Incorporation,  lCl-2. 
Industries,  various,  109. 
Irregular  Forms  turned,  112. 
Inventions,  Important,  103. 

Library,  Free  Public,  114. 
Linsecd-oil  Factory,  10:i. 
Location,  100. 
Loilges,  Masonic,  114. 
Lyceum,  The  First,  115. 

Machine  Shop,  lOS. 

Meeting-liouso  removed  to  Bramanville,  104. 


Methodist  Chnrch,  104;  Paston  of,  10l-6w 
MiUbary,  lOa 

"<       against  the  Rabellion,  U6*17. 

*<       Guards,  IIS. 
Millisg  Machine.  IIX 
Mill,  The  First,  106. 
Mines  of  Salisbury,  110. 
Moont  Zion,  103. 

Kaloral  Seeneiy,  100. 

Old  Common,  101,  lOX 

Vwper  Mm,  First,  107. 

Pioneers  of  Temperanee,  11& 

F6nds,  100. 

Post-Office  and  Postmasters,  lid. 

Powder  Mill,  116. 

Print  Goods,  103. 

Prirate  Armories,  111. 

ProdncU  of  Mills,  Total  Anmiml,  110. 

Putnam,  Ber.  George  A.,  104. 


Bailroad  Company,  ProTidenee  sad  W( 

ter,102. 
Bailroad  Stations,  101. 
RepresentatiTes,  117. 

Sash  and  Blind  Works,  108. 
Sathiet  Mill,  109. 
Scythe  Shop,  107,  111. 
Schools,  113-114 ;  Money  for,  114. 
Scott,  Gen.  Winfield,  113. 
Second  Church  in  Sutton,  103. 
Senators,  117. 
Singletary  Village,  101. 
Soldiers  killed,  117. 
Statistics,  117. 
Stockrvell,  George  A.,  100. 
Stores  and  Factories.  101. 

Talcott,  Gen.  George,  113. 
Ticking,  109. 
Town  Hall,  114. 

Meeting,  First,  102. 

Officers,  First,  102. 


<( 


u 


Waters,  Asa  and  Andnis,  110. 
"        Asa,  2d,  110-13. 

Col.  Asa  n.,  HI,  113,  117, 

Dea.  Elijah,  111. 

Henry,  111. 

Horace,  106. 

Samuel,  106. 
Water-supply,  100. 
Wellman,  Kev.  James,  103. 
West  Millbury,  101. 
Wheeler  Cotton-mills,  lOJJ. 
Woolen  Factory,  107  j  Cloth,  109. 


u 
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TOWN  OF  NEW  BRAINTREE. 


Agricnltnre,  125. 

Articles  of  Confederatioo,  123. 

linptism  of  CliiMrcn,  121. 

]>ostoii  tliaiikcd,  122. 

BoniKlarics  and  shape,  118. 

DouikIh  <>stab1isbcdy  125. 

IJouiitits  in  1777,  123;  in  18G1-5, 125-6. 

Bowman,  Hon.  Joseph,  127.  * 

Cheese  Company,  125. 
Church  and  State,  124. 

**       First  gathered,  121. 

'*       Kcorganized,  121. 
Colonels,  127. 

Committee  of  Reference,  124. 
Congregational  Parish,  125. 
Creed  and  Covenant,  121. 

Deacons,  Names  of,  121. 
Delano,  Philip,  119. 
Delegates  to  Congresses,  123. 

Education,  119. 
Embargo  opposed,  125. 

Fees  of  Court,  high,  123. 

Fever,  Spotted,  125. 

First  Fire,  124. 

Fiske.  Kpv.  Dr.  John,  119-20, 127. 

Foster,  Rev.  Daniel,  120. 

Friends  of  Capt.  Shays,  124. 

Graduate  of  Colleges,  119. 
Grammar  School,  121. 
Great  Bridge,  124. 

Harmonious  Community,  119. 

Incorporation,  118. 
Indian  outwitted,  119. 
"      Settlement,  lia 
Insurgents  swearing  allegiance,  124. 

Jealous  of  Rulers,  124. 

Lawsuits  discouraged,  124. 
Lawyens  extortion  ot^  123. 
Lincoln,  Gen.,  124. 


Meeting-house,  First,  New ;  remoilelled,  120. 
Men  and  Horses.  Quota  of,  in  177d,  123. 
Milk,  pounds  of,  125. 
Miuifiter,  Care  iu  choosing,  120. 
Ministers,  Names  of,  121. 
Minute-men  in  1775, 126. 
^lixter.  Hon.  Samuel,  127. 
Monument,  stone,  118. 

Now  Braintree,  118. 

Parade  Ground,  125. 
Plcuro-pneumonia,  125. 
Politics,  119. 
Population,  118. 
Poor,  State,  Support  of,  124. 

"     Town,  "      1*-^  ^  , 

Prominent  Local  OiBcers,  126. 
Powder  and  Lead,  Stock  of,  123. 

Rebellion,  The,  action  against,  125.     \ 

Regulatoi-s,  The,  in  1787, 124. 

Representatives,  126. 

Resolutions  in  1774, 122. 

Revolution,  Tho,  Spirit  of  the  People,  123. 

Ruggles,  Rev.  Benjamin,  120. 

Sabbath  School,  First,  in  1817, 125. 

Sal  a  17  of  Ministers,  120. 

Saltpetre,  125. 

Schools,  1*21-3 ;  School-houses,  12L 

Square  Miles,  118. 

Stoves  iu  Meeting-hotise,  125. 

Supervision  of  Schools,  122. 

Surface,  118.  » 

Temperance  House,  125. 
Town  Clerks,  List  c/,  127. 
Tufts,  George  K.,  lia 
Twelve  3Ieu  slain,  119. 

Valuation,  118. 
Volunteers  in  1861-5, 126. 

Wajres  of  soldiers,  126-7.    . 
Warner.  Capt.  Eleazar,  119. 
War  of  1812-15^  125. 
Winnimissct,  118. 


TOWN  OF  NOBTIIBOROUGH. 


Acreage,  128. 

Allen.  Joseph,  D.  D.,  128, 133. 
Anti-Slavery,  135. 
Appropriation  for  Sebools,  13S. 
Ashley,  Rev.  8.  8.,  135. 


Assabct  River,  12a 

Assembly's  Catechism  a  Creed,  190. 

Bond,  Rev.  H.  P.,  131. 
Bonudarics,  128. 
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Brii^ftm,  John,  139. 
Brooks  and  River,  128. 
Bnrgoyiie's  Army,  129. 

Cboreh,  Baptist,  organized,  131 ;  pastors  and 
meetin(i:-honse,  131. 
^      First,  organised,  130. 
Clotbiers'  Bosinera,  136. 
Comb  BusineM,  138. 
Concord  and  Bunker  Hill,  134. 
Conneticoat  Road,  Old  and  New,  1S9, 
Corset-stitdiiDg,  138. 
Cotton  cloth,  138. 

Davis,  Isaac,  137. 

''      Hon.  Isaac,  139. 

•*         "     John,  139. 
Dntton,  Rev.  Horace,  128. 

Early  Settlers,  Names  of;  129. 
Eminent  Men,  130. 

Evangelical  Congregntionnl  Society,  131;  Pas- 
tors and  Meeting-bouses  of,  131. 

Free-Soil  Party,  Origin  of,  13S. 
FnUing-mUl^  136. 

Gale,  Hon.  Cyrus,  139. 
Garrison  and  Tavern,  129. 
Goodenow,  Thomas,  132. 
Great  Road,  129. 

Healthy  and  pleasant,  128. 
Hides,  137. 
High  School,  132. 
Hildreth,  Hon.  MUo,  138. 
.Hills,  1-29. 
Hydraulics,  wonderful,  137. 

Incorpomtiou,  120. 
ludiaus  disguised,  134. 
Iron  Ore  and  Works,  136. 

Jewelry,  Tortoise-shell,  13d. 

Ladies,  patriotic,  in  1861-5, 135. 


LibrariMy  133. 
Location  of  Town,  ISO. 
LyeaoMylSS. 

MannfiMtnring  Company,  137. 
Martyn,  Rev.  John,  130. 
Meeting-honse,  129-3L 
Milk-train,  13a 
MiUs  and  Shops,  137. 
MiU-work,  13u. 

Ministers  of  First  Chnich,  t^O. 
Minnte-men,  134. 
Monument,  Soldiers',  136. 

Northboroogh,  12d. 

Oldest  Settlers^  129-39. 

Parsonage,  Orthodox,  132. 

Ponds,  126L 

Post  of  G.  A.  R.,  136. 

Potash,  13G. 

Primeval  Lake,  129. 

Salary  of  First  3Imister,  130. 
''       Schoolmaster,  132. 
Satinets,  13d. 

Schools,  132 ;  First  School-honse.  132. 
Seminary  Association,  132. 
Shoe  and  Boot  Business,  1117, 
Sqnadron.^,  132. 

Tanning  and  Carrying,  137. 
Tea,  Bags  of,  burnt  in  1773.  134. 

Teachers,  132. 
TiUson,  Eov.  J.,  131. 
Tories,  1U4-5. 

War  of  the  Rebellion,  135. 
War,  Revolutionary,  134. 
War,  Old  French,  134. 
Whitney,  Rev.  Peter,  136. 
Woman  Casting  Bullets,  134. 
Wool-carding  by  Machinery,  l:J7. 


TOWN  OF  NORTHBRroGE. 


Air,  salubrious,  140. 

Barefooted,  145. 

Batcheller,  Maj.  D.ivid,  142-3. 

Blackstoue  liivor,  I4U,  144. 

Bliss,  Kev.  Aaroti.  141. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Bui»iuess,  145-6, 

Boundaries,  140. 

Bounties,  154. 

Brick-mill,  144. 

Business,  Rise  of,  144. 

Carey,  Rev.  Seth  C,  151. 


Chuich,  Catholic,  151. 

Church  in  WhitinsviBe,  150. 

Church,  First,  organized   in   178:J,    141,  149; 

ministers  of,  150. 
Clark,  Dr.  R.  R.,  153. 

"       Rev.  L.  F.,  141-2, 146,  149. 
Cloth  Company,  144. 
Continental  Con;xress,  141. 
Cooperinir,  141. 
Cost  of  the  lat«»  War,  154. 
Cotton  Gi>o<lsl44;  Spiiiuini;,  141. 

'*       ^luuui'actures,  147. 
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Cotton  used,  155. 

Crane,  Rov.  John,  142;  Charactor  of,  142. 

Deacons,  Names  of,  151. 
Bwellings,  neat,  elegant,  148. 

Edacation,  151. 
Emmons,  Rev.  Dr.,  142. 

Farming,  144. 

Fertility  of  Soil,  140. 

Firm  of  Wbitios  dissolved,  148. 

Fletcher,  Ezra  W.,  156. 

"       Miss  Sarah,  156. 

"        Miss,  Wife  Col.  Whitin,  147. 
ForeigD-bom  Element,  151. 
Foundry  in  1790, 144. 
Four-room  School-house,  153. 

Geological  Formation,  141. 
Grain  and  Saw  Mills,  144. 
Granite,  141. 

Haunters  of  Taverns  unknown,  144. 
High  School,  153. 
Holbrook,  Sylvanns,  144. 

Incorporation,  14(K-1. 
Intervale,  140. 
Iron-ore,  141. 
Iron-works,  144. 

King  George,  discarded^  143. 

Library,  Social,  Free,  156. 

Linwood,  149. 

Liusccd-oil  Mill,  144. 

Location  and  Extent  of  Town,  140. 

Lyceum,  Lecture  Course,  156. 

Machine-shops,  large,  148, 155. 

Mechanics,  144. 

Meeting-honse,  First,  149;  new,  151. 

"  Friends',  143. 

Methodist  Meetings,  151. 

**  Church  organized,  151. 

**  Parsonage,  151. 

Meetings  in  Uxbridge,  14L 
Memorial  Hall,  156. 
Men  in  the  Army,  143. 
Mill  at  Linwood,  156. 


MUl  Rockdale,  155. 

"  Whit iusville,  155. 
Mumford  River,  140, 155. 

National  Bank,  155. 
"Niffger"  Shoes,  145. 
Northbridgo,  140. 

Patriotic  Spirit  in  1774, 142r3. 
Pine-Grove  Cemetery,  156. 
Preaching,  141. 
Presbyterian  Church,  15L 
Population.  148. 
Public  Duildings,  149. 

Quakers,  Families  of,  143. 

Rebellion,  suppressing  the,  153. 

Religious  Wants,  141. 

ReRcr>'oir8, 141. 

Riverdale,  149. 

Road  to  Prosperity,  147. 

Rockdale,  144, 149. 

School  Committee,  153. 
Schools  and  School-houses,  151-3L 
Soldiers  iu  the  Revolution,  143. 
Spring,  Col.  John,  141, 
Springs  and  Streams,  140. 
State  Aid,  154. 
Support  of  the  Gospel,  14L 
Surface,  140. 

Tanners  and  Curriers,  145. 
Taft,  Israel,  143. 
Thurston,  Rev.  John  R.,  150. 
Thompson,  Rev.  J.  L.,  151. 
Town  Meeting  in  1776, 14L 

Volunteers,  154. 

Whitin,  Col.  Paul,  144,  146-7 ;  hU  iont,  147, 
149. 

"      Charios  P.,  14a 

"     James,  14& 

"      John  C,  Inventor,  147, 155. 

"      Paul,  Jr.,  147. 
Whitinsville,  140, 145-6, 14a 
Whitney,  Rev.  Peter,  141-3. 
Woolen  Goods,  144. 


Abstinence,  total,  168. 

Bnckns,  Rev.  Dr.,  16a 
Rapt  izing  Children,  16a 
Boarding  round,  167. 
Boots  and  Shoes,  164. 


TOWN  OF  OAKHAM. 


Boundaries,  157. 
Baildiugs,  public,  15a 


Church,  Congregational,  165 ;  Deaeona  of,  1C7. 
"       Methodist,  107. 
«       Presbyterian,  16a 


CSimtftlMiitf  CoRCMMidsooit  Idi* 
CnBgrMi,  CoQtiMtttalv  lOP^ 
CoortttntioB,  State,  dlwttHtA  181 
Cnnrtad,WilUMi,UM. 

Doetnt  8cbool«Ho<ne%  107* 
Ddgfitaa  to  FrofiacM  C^ayw^ 

EcelatiMticia  Hlstoty,  165-6L 
EdnditibBy  1C7. 

FkMulc,  3IiJor  Jolm  &,  IfiL  ' 
Fwm  Fkodnctt,  164. 
Rdag  Pricea,  Itt. 
IliBti^  P^iwderand  IiMd,  16L 
Fobaa,  Dr.  Seth,  164. 
FoMaaf  Pablie  Opbikm,  VSL 
l\»aiga4iQni,  164. 
167. 


GBocy  and  Frida  of  tta  Towa,  ]6Bi 

HaQiday,  Bar.  J.  C,  167. 
Ballf  IfeflMrial,  16S. 
HfaDOBt  Bar.  Aaa»  166. 
Bouaa-BaiUUiig,  ISa 
Hanaaai  Kuabar  of;  164.    . 

Ineacpwatiop,  156. 
Ibdepandanca,  161^ 
la  Hia  IXi^Jatt  j'a  Nama  no  kmgari  161. 
InapaetioD  of  SchooUy  167. 

Kimball,  Bar.  James,  1C7* 

Laws  of  Fioance,  fixed,  163. 
Liberally  educated  Sods,  167. 
LiqaoFy  Wiuo  aud  Lemons,  166. 
Location  of  Town,  157. 

Meeting-Honse,  159, 166. 
Memorial  for  Peace,  164. 
Mineral  Springs,  157. 
Minister,  First,  Salary  of,  165. 
Ministers,  several,  called,  166. 


16L 

Ifoay  lalwd  ia  tta  BafoJali—, 
llortaB,  Bar.  A^iMi  107. 


Va^pif^  ladiaa  Bi 
Kctiek  Iadiaai»  1S7. 


wr. 


Odkfcaa  ia  tta  airU  War,  lii. 

«*      Frida  aad  Glorr  oi;  1681 
OUaan,  Xawn,  ehaaeav  150l 
Oaa  Sabbatb*^  Fkeae^plag  fiir  £196^  IJBIL 

npar  aUnpad,  16L 
Pdaabaty  Bar.  F.  2L,  167. 
FdpalatioB,  161 
Ftodaaft»  Fetitioa  Hok,  188. 

«<       MeatiBff/FifatiMiOL 
Fifalij  I  if  I  mill  1561 
Foiahaaaiai  Kamaa  ol^  Ui7.  ' 

Baralettoa,  Tba,  150-163^ 

<iabbath8chaoi,167. 
Sahaala,  ]iG7-& 
Sebaolt  aalaet>  167. 
BaaCeh-Xrlah,  l.''i6. 
Baotcbmaa'a  Bimail^  16&. 
Sattlcia,  First,  Naaiaa  o^  15a 
Son,  fertile,  157. 
Balfliera  in  tha  Barolntioa,  UB. 
Strickland,  Bar.  John,  UK*. 
SnrflMo  nnaraa. 


TIflaa  to  Land,  Origin  ^  lo7« 
Tomlinaon,  Rev.  Daniel,  1G4, 166w 
Toriea  nndcr  the  ban,  1G2. 
Town  as  a  Parisb,  IG^ 
**    Meeting,  Firsts  lod. 

Yalnation,  164. 

Yalne  of  Products  in  1875,  164. 

War  of  tha  Bevolntion,  163. 

« .  of  1612,  lJ:;-4. 

**  ofthoEebollion,164. 
Warrants,  Artidlea  o^  159. 
West  Wing,  159. 


TOWN  OF  OXFORD. 


Acreage,  188. 
Adams' Army,  179. 
Agriculture,  161. 
Allen,  D.iniel,  171.    * 
Ayer,  Oliver,  179. 

Ballon,  Eev.  Hosea,  179. 

Bank,  167. 

Baptist  Society,  179 :  Pastors  of,  179. 

Barton,  Hon.  Ira  M.,  161.  ^ 


Beef  for  tbe  Armyln  177B,  177. 

Bemon,  Gabriel,  170, 173. 

BillofRiglits,177. 

Black,  James,  1G9. 

Boudot,  Daniel,  171. 

Boundaries,  ISO.  ' 

Bounty  to  Soldiers  In  1777, 177. 

Brookn,  Rov.  Dr.,  179. 

Bnirnmsvillc,  1^:2. 

Batler'a  Tavern  and  Bar-room,  178. 
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Campbell,  Rev.  John,  174, 187. 

Church  Edifice,  179. 

Church  Formed,  174. 

Colony  prosperous  iu  IGOZ,  171. 

CoDgregatiouul  Society,  178 ;  Pastors  of,  178. 

Coustitutioual  CouvcutioDs,  Members  of,  18G. 

Contiucutal  Cougrcss,  175. 

Cro>m  Poiut,  Soldiers  at,  176. 

Daniels,  George  F.,  169. 
David,  Capt.  Edward,  175. 
"     Samuel,  175. 
George  L.,  181. 
Deed  of  Division,  170. 
Do  Witt,  Hon.  Alexander,  188. 
Directors  of  the  Bank,  181. 
Division  of  Lands,  173. 
Doeskin  and  Broadcloth,  183. 
Dudley,  Joseph,  169. 

Edict  of  Nantes,  170. 

Eliot  and  Gookin,  169. 

Emmons,  Rev.  Amri  B.,  178. 

English  Settlement,  171. 

Episcopal  Church,  179. 

Epitaph  ou  Rov.  John  Campbell,  187. 

First  Survey,  170. 

Fort   William   and  Henry,  Soldiers  for   its 

.Relief,  175, 
French  and  Indian  War,  175. 
French  River,  180. 

George  IIL,  176. 
Glove-leather,  171. 
Grant  by  Proprietors,  172. 

the  General  Court,  169-70. 


tt 


Hills,  180. 

Hoilges,  Mr.  George,  179. 

Hodges,  TiUage,  183. 

House  of  Worship,  178. 

Huguenot  Burying-yard,  Meeting-Houae,  Mill 

'   and  Fort,  171. 

Huguenots,  170. 

Independence  declared,  176-7. 
Indians,  hostile,  in  1094, 171. 
Indian  Settlement,  169. 
Industries,  various,  182. 
Isaac  Bertraud  Du  Tufleao,  171. 

James,  Rev.  John,  173. 

Johnson,  John,  munlcred  by  IndianSi  171 ; 
his  children,  liin  inrife,  eaoaped,  17L 

• 

King  PhUip,  170. 


Lamb*s  Privilege,  185. 
Learned,  Col.  and  Gen^  183. 
Library,  Public,  181. 
Location  of  Oxford,  180. 

Manchaug,  169. 

Massacre  in  1696, 17L 

Memorial  Hall,  181. 

Mceting-nouse,173;  New,  174. 

Men  of  Note,  187-8. 

Methodist  Church,  179;  Meeting-House  and 

Parsonage,  179. 
Methodist  Ministers,  179. 
Militia  reorganized,  176. 
Mill  Sites,  182. 
Ministerial  People,  174. 
Ministers,  Names  of,  174. 

Names  of  Soldiers,  186. 
New  Oxford,  170. 
New  Praying  Towns,  169. 
Nipmuck  Country,  169. 
North  Oxford,  183. 

Phosnix  Yillage,  184. 

Physical  Outlines,  180. 

Population,  18a 

Proclamation  of  the  ProprietOTB,  172. 

Protection  Mill,  184. 

Provincial  Congress,  Delegates  to,  176. 

Representatives,  186. 

Ru volution,  Soldiers  in,  177. 

Rice,  Col.  Nathan,  17a 

Rockdale,  164. 

Rogers,  Richard,  18& 

Rum  sold,  17a 

Ruins  of  Hugoenoi  Fort,  17L 

Satinet  Mill,  184. 
Schools,  181-2. 
School-house,  ITS. 

"      Master,  175. 
Scythes,  Axes  and  HoM,  182. 
Senators,  186. 
Settlements  delayed,  170. 

«  by  English,  173. 

Ship-stores,  171. 
Shoemaking,  181. 
Sigoumcy,  Andrew,  17a 
Square  Miles,  170. 
State  Aid  and  Bonntiea,  18a 
Statistics,  18a 
Stockwell,  George  A.,  168. 
Stone,  Miss  M.  £.,  183. 
Stoughton,  William*  169. 
St.  Roeh'a  Catholic  Chnreb,  179. 
Support  of  the  Goapel  by  the  Town,  174. 
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Tertile  Fabrics,  18L 
Thompaon,  Robert,  170. 
Tbmd  Botinem,  183-aL 
Town  Meeting,  Firrt,  173L 
•*    OIBcen  eboaen,  173. 


UniTaraaliat  Sodetj, 
United  Btatea  ConTcntaon 

Yaloation,  188. 

WQdor,  Cbariea  W^  ua 


oi;m. 


12& 


TOWN  OF  PAXTOX, 


Agrienltore,  196. 

Agreement  of  tbe  Minnte-men,  193. 
Anniversarx,  Centennial,  198. 
Aanebnmakit  Hill  and  Lake,  19S. 
19a 


Barrel  of  Gonpowder,  192. 
Beef  for  tbe  Army,  194. 
Bigelow,  Eer.  Dr.  Jobn  F.,  196L 
Biglow,  R«T.  Silas,  197. 
Bill,  Ledyaid,  197. 
Boots  and  Sboes,  196. 
Bounded,  189. 
Bonntiea  for  Soldiers  in  1781, 194. 

"  1861-^197-8. 


u 


u 


u 


Caxda,  Mannfsctnre  of,  196w 

Ceutie  of  tbe  County,  189. 

Centre,  Tbe,  of  tbe  Towo,  19S. 

Cbnrcb  organized.  196 ;  Pastors,  197. 

Clotbing  for  Sokliers,  193. 

Cole,  Ber.  Otis,  197. 

Committee  on  Public  AfEairs,  19S. 

Deed  of  Burying-ground,  194. 
District :  its  Poxvers,  192. 

on  Public  Affairs,  192. 


« 


Equipping  Minute-meu,  193. 

Fasting  and  Prayer  in  1774, 192. 
Fife  and  Drum,  193. 
First  Town  Meetin<;,  191. 

"        "      Town  Officers,  19L 
Founders  of  tbe  Town,  189. 

Gospel  Ministers,  106. 
Granite  Shaft,  Soldiers',  198. 
Grants  for  a  Cburcb,  191. 

Hancock  for  Governor,  194. 
Hill,  Forests  and  Intervale,  195. 
Ilills,  mgged  and  wooded,  169. 
Howe,  Dr.  A.  J.,  198. 


Inoorporation,  189-00. 

Indian  Com:  Price  per  Bnahrl,  194. 

Lakes  and  Ponds.  19&. 
lAud  Surface.  19S. 
Library,  Public,  197. 
LtTermore,  George  W.,  198. 

^         Jobn  and  Sona,  193. 

«         Mrs.,193L 
189. 


Meettng-bonae,  196L 
Minute  Company,  198. 

""      Men,  Names  ot,  19^ 
Money  for  Soldiera  in  1779, 194. 
Monument,  Soldiers',  19S. 
Moore,  Ci^t.  Willard,  193. 

Negio  Seat,  196. 

Old  People'a  Seata,  196. 

Paxton,  Cbarles,  190;  Effigy  of;  190. 
Paxton  in  tbe  Berolution,  19i-S. 
Pbipps,  Rev.  TTilliam,  197. 
Place-hunter,  191. 
Precinct  Privileges,  190-L 

Bepresentatives,  196L 

Schools,  197. 
School,  Grammar,  197. 
Springs  and  Eivulets,  198. 
Standing  Company,  192. 
Statistics,  lOS, 
StockTvell,  George  A.,  189. 

Tax  on  Glass,  &c.,  191. 

Thayer,  Kev.  Alexander,  194,  107. 

Town  Four  Miles  Square,  190. 

Valuation,  198. 

War  of  the  Revolution,  197. 
War,  The  Rebels',  197. 


TOWN  OF  TETERSHAM. 


Adonai  Shomo,  209. 
Attacked  by  the  Indians,  20L 


Baptist  Church,  First,  209 ;  Present,  SOS ;  Pas- 
tors of,  20a 
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Barrels  pf  Cider :  a  Load,  002. 
Beof  for  tLe  Army  in  1780,  204. 
BouDdarics,  214. 

BonDtics  to  Soldiers  io  1770-7, 203. 
Brooks,  Francis  A.,  214. 

Cemeteries,  213. 

Cbnrcb,  Congregational,  202 ;  List  of  Minis- 
ters, 207. 
Cbnrch,  Orthodox,  ^linistersrof,  208. 
Clark,  Kov.  L.,  206. 
Clothing  for  Soldiers  in  1778,  204. 
Committee  of  Insi^cctiou,  203. 

on  Public  Worship,  203. 


i< 


Democratic  Shrewdness,  204. 
Dennis,  Rev.  Samuel,  20^*. 
Doolittle,  Col.  Ephraim,  20^-3. 

Families  settled  in  1750, 200 
Farms,  210. 
Federal  Trick,  204. 
Fire,  The  Great,  213. 
Flagg,  Elisha,  203. 
Foster,  Kev.  Festns,  207, 
Fuller,  L.  C,  209. 

Gates,  Samuel,  203. 

Gleason,  Joseph,  203. 

Gore,  Peter,  207. 

Graduates  of  Colleges,  211-12. 

Grout,  Col.,  203. 

Growth  of  Nichewaug,  202. 

Guns  indispcnbable,  201. 

Hapgood,  Seth,  210. 
Hastings,  Daniel,  203. 
Heroes  of  the  Town,  202. 
His  M^sty  discarded,  208. 
How,  George  W.,  lOS. 
Houghton,  Col.  Jonas,  202. 

'<         Madame,  200. 
Howland,  Frederick  T.,  209. 

Incorporation,  201. 
Independence  declared,  203. 
Indians,  Fear  of,  201. 
Indians :  Land  paid  for,  200. 

Keith,  Rev.  Ephraim,  207. 

Lands  granted  by  the  General  Court,  200. 


Lee,  Mother  Ann,  209. 
Lil)rari<'s.  Sunday-Bchool|  814. 
Library,  Free  Public,  214. 
List  of  Tories,  203-4. 

Master  Mnnn,  209. 
Meeting-houses,  201,  204, 207. 
Merrill,  Rev.  E.  W.,  20a 
Methodists,  20a 
Minute-men,  202. 
Money  raised  for  Soldiers,  204. 
MudgV,  John  G.;  210, 214. 

Niche  wang,  109. 

Patriot  ism  and  Pluck,  204. 
Petersham,  109;  Beauty  of,  214. 
Population,  209. 
Products,  210. 

Reed,  Rev.  Solomon,  settled,  204, 207. 
Representatives,  210. 

Revolution,  Tbe :  .Action  of  the  Town,  403. 
Richards,  Asa  F.,  209. 

Salt  Kettles,  204. 

Saltpetre  and  Sulphur,  203. 

Scenery,  Autumnal,  214. 

Schoolmasters,  Early,  209. 

Schools,  204, 209. 

Shakers,  208-0. 

Sbays'  Rebellion  collapsed,  212-213. 

Smnll-i)ox  Hospital,  203. 

Soldiers  who  died  in  the  Civil  War,  206. 

Spooner,  AVilliam  B.,  213. 

Spotted  Fever,  213. 

Steams,  Ephraim,  203. 

Town  Clerks,  210-lL 
«     Ofilcers,  214. 

Universalists,  20& 

Valuation,  210. 

Village  Improvement  Society,  914. 

War  of  1812-15, 204. 

**    the  KebeUion,  fi04-& 
Whitney,  Rev.  Aaron,  203, 207. 
WUlani,  Deo.  Cephas,  813. 
Willsou,  Rev.  Edmond,  214. 
Woman,  The  handsomest,  902. 


Agriculture,  224. 
Amnsing  Incidents,  223-4. 

Baker,  Charles,  215. 
Baldwin,  Loammi,  218. 
Bassett,  C.  C,  218-19, 834. 


TOWN  OF  PinLLIPSTOX. 


Bounded,  215, 
Bowkcr,  Dr.  H.  L.,  987. 
Brooks  and  RiTnleti,  88nw 

Chickering,  Ber.  Joseph,  91& 

Chniohy  Congregatloniil,  918 ;  Ifinlslen  o^  Sia 


ess 


INDEX. 


Ghorch  Controveny,  218. 

Clerks,  Town,  22a. 

Cotton  and  Woolen  Mills,  234. 

Dietiooary  of  Gen.  A.  Wasd,  218. 

Edncation,  231. 

Enoch  Sawtell's  geoerons  Offer,  218. 

Farm  BaiUlin^  and  Prodncts,  224. 
Farmers,  succosfu),  :^24. 
Federal,  Wbi^^  und  I^piiblican,  226. 
Fnnd,  ParWb,  caused  Tronbla,  2t9L 

Gerry,  Elbrid^,  216. 

"     exchaogea  to  PbiUipston,  220-21. 
Gingerbread,  Showers  of,  SS4. 
Gonlding,  Col.  Igiiutias,  236. 
"         Hon.  Jas«»n,  235^ 
Gradnates  of  College,  321. 

*<  Mount  Holyoke,  221. 

Gracing  Lands,  234. 

Incocporated,  216. 

Jones,  James,  216-17. 
**      Kahum,  217. 

library,  PhiUips  Public,  22L 

Marble,  Kev.  W.  H.,  220. 
Meeting-house,  317-18;  captured  by  Metho- 
dists, 219. 
Meeting-house,  Methodist^  219. 


Men  and  Money  agaiatit  the  Bebenkm,  29X 

**    of  Promioence,  22C. 
Methodist  Ministers  and  Pftfacliing,  S18-aa 
Monument,  Soklien*,  2sSS. 

Newton,  Jeremiah  L.,  227.' 

Offloert  first  chosen,  216. 

Perlcins,  Ect.  A.  E.  P.,  218. . 
Phillips,  Jonathan,  231. 
Population,  236. 

Powers,  Edward,  226;   Harriet  G.,  227;  di- 
ver, 219 ;  Rev.  P.  O.,  237. 
Preaching,  £100  for,  318. 
Precinct  in  1774, 215. 

Representatives  and  Senators,  225u 
Revolutionary  Soldiers,  Xames  of,  216. 

Sanderson,  Dea.  Courtlon,  226-7. 
Scenery,  grand,  335.  * 

Schools  and  Srbool-honses,  217, 221. 
Stock,  thoroughbred,  334. 
Stow,  Silas,  Legacy  of;  232. 

Townsend,  Paul,  219. 
Tucker,  Rev.  Ebenezer,  21& 

Ward,  Ithamar,  217. 
War  of  1S12-15, 220. 

<*      thti  nebellioo,  223. 
Washington,  Letter  of,  217. 


TOWN  OF  PRINCETON. 


Acres  in  1749.  243 ;  taxed  in  1775,  241. 
A  goodly  heritage,  213. 
Agriculture,  principal  Business,  240. 
Air  clear  and  bracing,  341. 

Baptist  Society  Meetiog-Hooses  and  Minis- 
ters, 240. 
Black,  .James,  233. 
Boundaries,  223. 

Clarke,  Rev.  Samuel,  239. 

Congrejjational  Church,  238;  Majority  left  the 

Parish,  239. 
Crafty  Fox,  232. 

Diuing  the  Indians,  231. 
District  Mectintr,  First.  237. 
District  of  Prince  Town,  236. 
Division  uf  tlir  Tract,  *233. 
D wight,  Pros.,  ou  Princeton,  241. 

East  Princeton,  234. 

Education,  Religion  and  Charity,  240. 

Elevation  of  Land,  238. 


Farms,  The,  236. 
Finest  of  Beef.  340. 
Fuller,  Rev.  Timothy,  238. 

General  Court  of  the  Indiana,  5J31. 

Gill,  lion.  Moses,  his  Seat,  241. 

Grants  to  Rev.  Joseph   Willard   aud  others, 

334. 
Great  Resort  of  Summer  Visitors,  241. 

Harrington,  Rev.  Timothy,  237. 
Harvoy,  Dr.  Zachariuh,  237. 
Hoar,  Mr.  John.  331-3 
House  of  Worship,  340. 
Howe,  Rev.  George  M.,  240. 

Incorporatiou  of  the  Town,  23S. 
Indian  Belle  in  Full  Rig,  331. 
Indians  heconic  hostile,  330. 

"        their  Resort.  3'20. 
Indian  Treaty,  3-21)-30. 

Keyes,  Robert,  his  Lost  Child,  235-6. 
King  Philip,  230-.12. 
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Lancaster  Purcbascrs  of  Land,  '232. 

Mcetiug-Uuuso  built,  2o7. 

"  llill,  grjiileil  to Kov.  Mr.  Priuce, 

i»33. 
Methodist  CLurcb,  MinisterB  and  IIou»c  of 

Wiirebip,  240. 
M<M»rcV  Tav4'ru,  237. 
Monntaiit  iLOgiou,  241. 
Miirdock,  Kev.  Dr.  James,  23d. 

X:i4n;i<r.  Indian  name,  232. 
Xiinnncks,  The,  232. 
Xa.shaways,  The,  22D. 

Plaisted,  Thomas,  Grant  to,  234. 
Population,  241. 

Pot.ish  Farm  granted  to  Gou.  Rngglcs,  2C4. 
Potful  of  Wine  to  Indians,  230. 
Preaching,  First,  at  Moore'.s  T;:Ycni,  237. 
PrcsbytcriaiM*,  their  Ministers,  239. 
Prince,  Rev.  Thomas,  233;  Grant  to,  234. 
Princeton  incoqiorated,  2.3:?. 
Products  of  the  Farms,  241. 

Qneen  of  Pocasset,  231. 
Quinnapiu,  Sagamore,  231-2. 

Iiedem]>tion  Rock,  232. 
Roads  in  17G0,  237. 
RowlaudsoUy  Mrs.,  230-2. 
Russell.  lion.  C.  T.,  228. 
Rutland,  East  Wing,  234. 


Settlement  rapid  in  1750-00, 236. 

Situation,  2'2S, 

Slave,  One,  in  1771,  238. 

Spirit  in  the  Revolution,  242. 

Squaw  Sachem,  231. 

Sunset  Rock,  237. 

Sympathies,  religious  and2)olitical,  242. 

Thankful  homage  to  God,  242. 
Town  as  a  Parish,  233. 

"     The,  calls  a  Minister,  230. 
Turkey  Uill,  2:^3. 


Union  of  Church  and  Society,  230. 
**     of  Religious  Sentiment,  233. 
Unitarian  Views,  238. 

Valuation,  241. 

Wacbusett  granted  to  Rev.  Timothy  Fuller, 

23(5. 
Wachusett  Mountain,  22S ;  Headquarters  of 

Indians,  231. 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  Men  and  Money  tQ«ap> 

press  it,  242. 
Watertown  and  Weston  Grant,  233-4. 
Whitney  Hill,  234. 

Wilder,  Joshua,  Jr.,  House  for  Travellers,  235. 
Willard,  MaJ.  Simon,  his  Heirs, 232. 
Wing,  The,  230. 
Winthrop.  Gov.  Jjbn,  228. 
Woods,  Rev.  Dr.  Leonard,  230. 


TOWN   OF  ROYALSTON, 


Acreage,  244. 

Adams,  Dr.  Frank  W.,  254. 
Dr.  Henry  O.,  2>t. 
Agriculture,  254. 
Animals,  wild,  246. 

Batcheller.  Dr.  Stephen,  2.")4. 

"  Dr.  Stephen.  .Ir.,  2.54. 

Benoni  Moore,  Grant  to,  24:^ 
Beryl  and  other  Minerals,  1145. 
Boundaries,  244. 

Bounties  for  S<ddiers  in  1778-Sl,  24'j. 
Bryant,  Rev.  Alhoii,  255. 
Bullard,  Ri'V.  Ebenezcr,  247. 
Bnlloek  Fund.  240. 
Bullock,  Hon.  A.  H.,  245,  255,  257. 

Hon.  Rufus.  24^,  23G. 

Miss  Candace,  24R. 
Bunch  of  Grapes  Tavern^  244. 

Church,  Baptist,  Ministers  of,  243. 

"        Congregational,  Membership,  2!7. 
''       Second  Congregational,  24J;  Minis- 
ters and  Fund,  248. 


u 


u 


City,  The,  24a 
Clnrk,  Daniel  P.,  255. 
Cushman,  Rev.  John  P.,  247. 

Early  Settlers  Men  of  Chariicter,  24X 
Education,  248-40. 
Enlisted  Men,  18G1-5,  251. 
Estahrook.  Joseph,  Esq.,  254. 

Farrar.  Solomon  S.,  255. 

Feldspar,  245. 

French  and  Indian  War,  244. 

Geological  Structure,  245w 

Gorges  and  Waterfalls,  245. 

Governors,  255. 

Graduates,  240-50. 

Grants,  Four,  243. 

Gregory,  Gen.  Franklin,  254. 

Givnadiers  sent  to  Boston  in  1814, 247. 

Half-Century  Sermon  of  Mr.  Lee,  247. 
Ha pgood\s  Grant,  243. 
Hazcu,  Rev.  Kurman,  5M7. 
Uoilge,  Elder,  248. 


684 


INDEX^ 


Ineorporatlcm,  S44. 
IiMcriptiooa,  9Sja-3. 

Lee,  Ber.  Jo8epl^  247. 

LoU  for  Minwters  and  Schools,  244. 

Mechanics' Hall,  ^KK 
Meeting-House,  247 ;  New,  847. 
Memorial  Tablets,  S5L 
Methodists,  348. 

Old  Parsonage,  847. 
"*  School  Fnnd,  849. 

Peckham,  Bev.  Samuel  H.,  848. 
Perkins,  Cer.  Ebenezer,  847. 
Pierpont's  Grants  843. 
Population,  854. 
Priest's  Grant,  843. 
Purchasers,  Distinguished,  843-4. 

Railroad  Station,  8S5. 
Cajmond,  Joseph,  851. 
Religious  Harmony,  847. 
Representatives,  253. 
Republican  Cascade,  845. 
Riplej,  Mrs.,  857. 


RiTeri  and  Brooka,  214. 
Boyal  Cascade,  24S. 
Rojal,  Hon.  Isaac,  214. 
EojalaUxe,  244. 
Bo jalaton,  Origin  of;  243. 

Sconerj,  Beantiful,  244-& 
Schoola  and  School-Houses,  249. 
Situation  of  the  Town,  843. 
Soldiers,  Bounties  for,  25L 

"       in  the  Bevolation,  Names  of;  246. 
Sonth  Bojalston,  855. 
Spirit  in  the  Berolation,  246. 
StatiaUcs,  254. 

Town  Hall,  256. 

.Town  Meeting,  First,  214. 

Town  Officert,  li&7. 

Union  Society,  248. 

War  of  the  Bebellion,  251. 

Whitney,  Col.  George,  ^i6. 

Willis,  Dr.  Isaac  P.,  854. 

Woolen  Cloth  Made,  85C. 

Wolres,  Wild-cats  and  Panthers,  246. 

Wood,  BcT.  Pliny,  844. 


TOWN  OF  RUTLAND. 


Adrentlsts,  The,  865. 
Agricultural  Town,  2G7. 
Alarm  Men  of  1775,  list  of,  266. 

Beef,  Pork,  Mutton,  dec,  867. 
Bi^^Iow,  J.  Warren,  tl^i. 
Bouudarics  of  rnrchasc,  25S. 

"         of  tbe  Town.  259.  2G1. 
Broad  Street  for  Common,  2oD. 
Brook!*,  2GI. 
Buckmlnster,  Rev.  Joseph,  0G4. 

Campbell,  Daniel,  murdered,  *26d 
Centre  of  the  Town,  Ili^'li.  20-2. 
Chnrch  Duildiu^,  twice  burned,  2C4. 

*'       Con^regatifnial,  pastors  of,  2G4. 
Clark,  Rev.  Joseph,  2G4. 
County  OQiters,  '2{\± 

Dodge,  Rev.  George  E.,  2C1. 

Encampment  of  Burj:jov lie's  Army,  2GG. 
EugageiiK'iJt,  .Soleiuu,  2ur». 

Fish,  Variety  of,  ii»  ponds,  262. 
Fitzpatrick,  Edward,  )1Cp.^. 
Foster,  Rev.  Luke  li.,  2G4. 
Friuk,  Rev.  Thomas,  204. 

Goodrich,  Rev.  Ilezckiah,  2G4. 

Gospel  Privileges,  2r)3. 

Grantees  of  six  miles  square,  2r>9. 


Hardships  in  the  Berolution, 
Healthful  Climate,  862. 
Height  of  Land,  861. 
Hills,  YaUeys,  Phuns,  831-e. 
House  Lot,  863. 

Incorporation,  2G0. 
Indian  Deed  of  Land,  858. 

"      Fight,  260. 
Indians  dangerous,  262. 


Land,  good  grazing,  261. 

Latin  Grammar  School,  262. 

Library,  Public,  267. 

Location  of  Rutland  central,  2G1. 

Lords  of  the  Soil,  23S. 

Mechanics  and  their  Works,  2G7. 

Fleeting-House,  239,  203. 

Methodists,  205. 

Millbrook,  Its  Sonrce,  261. 

Mineral  Springs,  261. 

Minute-Men,  Roll  of,  265-7. 

Moore,  Maj.  Willard,  fell  at  Hunker  Hill,  266. 

Mortal  Sickness  in  1749  and  1756.  x>G5. 

Murray,  Col.  John,  265;  farms  coudscated,  267. 


Naquag,  258. 

Officers,  First  chosen,  860. 
Original  Settlers,  259. 
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Ponds  aDd  Streamii,  2SL 
PopalatioD,  9G3. 
Presbyterian  Element,  264. 
Purchasers  of  Land,  258. 
Putnam,  Gen.  Rufns,  207-8. 

Quota  raised  in  the  ReTolation,  2GG. 

Ri^dland,  2o8. 

Kced,  Benjamin,  fell  at  Bunker  Hill,  200. 

Revolutionary  Spirit,  265. 

Settlement,  rapid,  259. 


Settlers,  where  from,  and  character,  259. 
School  Committee,  First,  202. 
School-houses,  Location  of,  203. 
Schools,  202. 
Soldiers  against  the  Rebellion,  207. 

Trees  in  great  variety,  5J61. 

Ware  River,  201. 

War  History,  205-7. 

Wild  Beasts  numerous,  202. 

Willard,  Rev.  Joseph,  239;  killed,  200,  2«J3. 

Wright,  Capt.  Samuel,  260. 


TOWN  OF  SHREWSBURY. 


Agricnltural  Associates  in  1815,  278. 
Agriculture,  275. 
Allen,  Rev.  George,  279. 
Allotment  of  Lands,  in  1718,  270. 
Ammunition,  273. 
Apple  Orchards,  275. 

Baptist  Society,  Pastors  of,  279. 
Barrel  of  Rum,  278. 
Bernard,  Sir  Francis,  278. 
Boots  and  Shoes,  276. 
Boston,  Sympathy  with,  273. 
Brass  Clocks,  275. 
Brock,  Rev.  Mr.,  His  Sermon,  277. 
Brooks  and  Streams,  275. 

Catholic  House  of  Worship,  280. 
Centre  of  the  Town,  274-5. 
Children,  Whose  baptized  T  278. 
Churches  and  other  Public  Buildings,  275. 
Church  Organized,  277 ;  Pastors  of,  270. 
Committee^s  Farm,  271. 
Committee  of  luspection,  273. 
Common,  The,  275. 
Companies  of  Militia,  in  1774, 273. 
Conventions,  Delegates  to,  274. 
Cashing,  Job,  282. 
"       Eev.  Job,  27a 

Deceased  Soldiers,  Cared  for,  281. 

Ecclesiastical  History,  372. 

Education,  277. 

Epitapb  of  Gen.  A.  Ward,  282. 

Families,  Number  of,  283. 
First.  Restoration  Society,  279. 
Flint,  Dr.  Austin,  282. 

Goddard,  Hon.  Calvin,  282. 

'*  Lather,  ingenioii%  276w 

Grantees,  Names  of,  STCK-l. 
Gan,  atoleD,  272. 


High  School,  277. 

Hills,  275, 

Howe,  Samuel  L.,  269. 

Incorporation,  271. 
Iron  Field-piece,  273. 

Leather,  Annual  Pxx>dact,  276. 
Leg,  The,  Annesed  to  Lancaster,  269. 
Library,  Public,  277. 
Location  of  the  Town,  269. 
Lower  Village,  276. 

Mason,  John,  276. 

Meeting-house,  272,  277 ;  New  One,  278. 

**      Hill,  275. 
Methodist  Society,  Pastors  of,  279-80. 
Monument  to  Soldiers,  281. 
Morse,  Rev.  Ebenezer,  examined,  274. 

Nelson  &  Rice,  276. 
Non-importation  Association,  273. 
North  Parish,  now  Boylston,  278. 

Officers  of  Distinction,  283. 
Old  Haven  Tavern,  277. 
Order  of  General  Court,  270. 
Original  Grant,  large,  269. 

Pastorate  of  Sixty  Yean,  279. 
Pease,  Levi,  282. 

Petition  for  Town  Privileges,  271. 
Pictnresque  and  wealthy,  274. 
Population,  283. 
Post-masters,  277. 

<<    road,  Old,  275. 
Present  Territory,  260. 
Provincial  Congress,  Delegates  to,  273-4.' 

Quinsigamond  Lake,  275. 

Representatives,  281-d. 
Revolution,  The,  273. 
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Cice,  B«T.  OttdDBTy  tm 
Riflo  CMBpuiyv  SK 
SlOe-amkiiig^  ML 
Rnlliitf  Ekkiii  «7& 

BewUcTv  B0T*  Joba  Ifcy  flifll/ 

floeond  Pftriih  of  8lii«w«lHuy,  96^  t74. 

8ettki%  FinTt  98S^-90. 

8lMjr»'  Bvbellloo»  S74. 

Shoe^  The,  Annexed  to  WMtaNn^  MOl 

fflmwabnix,  900^  474.  r 

floidlcn  at  down  Folnl»  97& 

SCafleSt  Foot  a  D«y9  87S. 

Btata  Aid,  S:«L  ' 

Sfeatlitics,  93X 

Steeple  and  Delia,  878. 

Btopiiing  the  Conrte^  in  1774;S7X 

Somner-boiMe,  ieiO. 

8«BMier,  Ber.  Dr.  Jeaeph,  «78-0L 

nnRonndinfti  MBl 


Tiuinlng  aai  OsBjIni.  M» 
Tm  diteaidad  in  1774p  ffX 
Tfclaf  Datactif  Bndcly, 
Tfwn  a  Camp  in  ITUr,  JM. 
TlawnlIall,S77. 
Tawn  OAeaaii  Fliat^  9R. 
•     Sfaettng^Flnt^Sn. 
TMm  dieanned  aai  seiCriatody  S7i. 
Ttaipik%8l& 


yalaatloo,;i83. 

Tie  wins  Caounittaay  S7QL 

Yolaa  of  the  Town  in  1774, 


Waid,  Geo.  ArteflUi^  sn;  978. 

^      EUeha,  ffiOi 
Warof  thaBebellion^ttl?  Soldiein 
Wateb-makingp  S75-6L 
Wafeb,  Old,  in  Antiqaarlan  Hall,  SISb 
Wattif  FiMlBia  and  HyHMy  97& 
Whipping-peat  and  fltodB%  SML 


TOWlir  OF  SOUTHBOBOUGBL 


Agricnltaral  Prodnett,  988. 


Biqitist  Society  and  PMtoia,  900l 
Blogfaphical  Xotea,  no^^ 
Boota  and  Shoes,  987. 
Bonndaries,  9^ 
Brick  Chacvb«  3U0. 
Bridges  and  Roadi^  988. 
Brooks,  2Sa 
BaildiDg!*,  goo<1, 2i%. 
Burnett,  Dr.  Jof<epli,  992. 
•«       Edward,  2de. 

Catholic  Church,  HOO. 

Children  of  Marlimrongb,  The,  2S5« 

Church  Edilice,  Second,  dedirnted,  SOO^  con- 
veyed to  Pili;n*>m  Society,  200. 

Church,  First  Congregational    and   Pat»torH, 
290. 

Cordaville,  why  named,  2?7. 

Mills  Company,  2^. 
Woolen  Company,  2:Jd. 

Cow  Comm(»u,2:J4. 

Decrfoot  Farm,  2S6. 

Episcopal  Chnrch  and  Rectors,  290. 
Excelsior  Butter,  2c;6. 

Factories',  2?7. 
Farms,  Superior,  236. 
Fay  ?3rotbcr.s  2?3. 
"    Col.  F.  B.,  291. 
Fayrille,  3d7. 


li 


if 


Flddla  Kaek,  9& 

fields,  Ordiaids  and  Gaidana,  aOOL 

Granite  Book,  986. 

Hlgh^elwol  Sanaa, 
Hills,  XaaMa  0^988. 
Hoosee,  NttMbsr  •( 

Ineurporated,  984. 
Iron  Springs,  288. 

Library,  Free  Public,  991;  Donationa  to  by 

Col.  F.  B.  Fay,  291. 
Location  of  the  Town,  984. 
Lyceums,  292. 

Manufacture  of  Brick,  288. 

^li'ctiiig-houae,  289. 

^leu  and  Women,  noble,  9D2 ;  Xamea  of,  999-3. 

Milk  end  Butter,  2dG.. 

Millar,  2c7. 

Monument  to  Soldiers,  294. 

Xamea  of  Petitioners  for  Town,  885w 

Newton,  Dexter,  2:$4. 

Newtous,  Fays  and  Brighania,  9S9. 

Oxen  and  Cows,  287. 

Paupers,  only  Five,  257. 
Peters,  Henry  H.,  290-01. 
Peters  Iligh-scbool  House,  291. 
Petition  for  lucoqMratioti,  9S4-S. 
Pilgrim  Evangelical  Society,  niul  Ptetoo  oL 
989-90. 


INDEX. 


687 


Popnlation,  289. 
ProciiriDg  a  MiDister,  289. 

Railroad  Stations,  287. 

Sauford,  Milford  H.,  287. 

"       Mrs.  Cordelia,  287. 
Schools,  290-1. 
Second  Cougregational  Churcb,  290;  Pastors 

of,  290. 
Sboe-factory  in  Fayvillc,  28??. 
Soldiei-s,  Perfect  Record  of,  294. 
Sontbborongb,  284. 

"  Centre,  287. 

Sontbville,  287. 

St.  Mark's  Scbool,  Episeopal,  292. 
Stone,  Rev.  Nathan,  290. 


Stony  Brook,  284. 

Teachers,  290. 

Town  Houses,  Cost  of,  292. 

*'     Meeting,  First,  289. 

"     Officers,  289. 
Trees,  Variety  of,  286, 

ValaatioD,  287. 

Value  of  Mannfactiired  Proflncts,  2r9. 

Villages.  Four,  287. 

Volumes  in  Library,  291. 

Wall  Fences,  28C. 
War,  French  and  Indiau,  293. 
"     of  the  Rebellion,  294. 
Revolutionary,  293-4. 


«i 


TOWN   OF   SOUTIIBRIDGE. 


Agricultural  Products,  310. 
Ammidown,  Holmes,  305,  313. 

"  Hon.  Ebenezer,  312. 

Ashland  Mills,  .302. 

Baptists,  298. 
Baptist  Church,  299. 

"  "       Central,  299. 

"     Deacons,  300. 
.  "     Ministers,  299,  300. 

"     Society,  First,  299. 
Beginuiugs  of  Business,  small,  300. 
Best,  Rev.  E.  S.,  303. 
Boundaries,  290. 
Brick  Church,  beautiful,  304. 
Brocbu,  Rev.  G.  Elz,  304. 
Brooks,  29G. 
Business  Companies,  306-9. 

Carpenter,  Rev.  Eber,  299,311. 
Centre  of  Business,  295,  300. 
Central  Cotton  Mills,  301. 

"        Mills  Company,  301. 
Child,  Hon.  Linus,  312. 
Church,  Congregational,  296-8;    Pastors  of, 

298. 
Columbian  Company,  302, 
Cotton  Business  started,  301. 
Covenant,  Church,  208. 
Cutting,  Dr.  Sewall,  311. 

Danielson.  Rev.  Joseph,  298. 

Deacons  of  Congregational  Church,  298. 

D«'laiues,  Hamilton,  302. 

DiKtnct  Court,  First,  Justices  of,  309. 

DrcKser  Mills,  301. 

Dwellings,  few  in  1811, 297. 

Edncatioii,  30S. 


Evangelical  Church,  Free,  302;  Paators  o( 
304. 

Farmers  the  First  Settlers,  296. 
Fire  Department,  309. 
Foreign-bom,  304. 
French  Catholics,  304. 

Globe  Mill,  301. 

«     Village,  296, 301,  304. 

Hamilton  Woolen  Company,  301-ft. 

Hills,  296. 

Historical  Collections,  313. 

Hive  of  Industry,  296. 

Honest  Town,  296. 

Hotels,  309. 

Incorporation,  296. 

Journal,  Southbridge,  307. 

Kremmen,  Rev.  John  M.,  304. 

Libraries,  Sablmth-echool,  306. 
Library  Committee,  305. 

"       Public,  305. 
Location  of  th«  Town,  295. 

l^Iannfactured  Products,  310. 
Masonic  Lotlge*.  309. 
Marcy  Family,  The,  296. 

"  *  Hon.  William  L.,  310-11. 

«<      Jedediah,  310. 

«*      Moses,  296. 
Meeting-house  in  1797,  296. 
Men.  leading,  Xames  of.  310. 
Methodist  Chnrck  and  Mioistera,  30CI. 

Kaiiiea  of  Varions  Sodetiet,  909. 

t 


\ 
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KoUa,  Blogrmphieml,  SIO-IL 
Kctn  Dmine  Chiucli,  304. 

Opiicml  Compftoj,  308. 

PuDphlets  and  Maps,  Talaabla,  306u 
Periodicmls,  Xamcs  oi;  306-7. 
PlimptoD,  MoseSy  313. 
Fdll  Parish,  '235. 
P6[NilatioD,  310. 
Pma,  The,  3UG. 
Pkofcaaional  3Ieii,  309. 
Protflstanta,  304. 

Qninebaog  EiTer,  29&-0. 

Roman  Catholics,  303. 
BonteofTraTclytS^ 

Sehool  Committee,  309. 
Seboola  and  Schoolmaster*,  30Gw 
Soldien  in  the  CivU  War,  308. 
Soathbcidge  Factory  Company,  301. 


8o«IUrids»  tabea  «mn  tfnre  T 


SquM  lliks  in  tke  To 
Stcaraa,  Bar.  I>r.  O.  ft^StSL 
StoraMoa,  Ber.  B.  Y^  303. 
8tona,Kew  llrick,3ie. 
8L  Peters  Cbarrh,  304. 
Samner,  Dea.  George,  300^ 

«•       WiUiam,  30L 
Svdbce  hroken,  31&-6u 

Tracy,  Rer.  F.  P.,  30X 

UniToaaliats,  Soeiely  at,  303. 

YalnatioD,  3ia 
Yolooies  in  Library,  30Gw 
Yolnnteeriy  Bonntiea  to,  30d. 

War  of  the  Rebellion,  307-^. 
Water-power  great,  297. 
WhiCaker,  George  U.,  307. 
Wolcott  Brick  MiD,  30L 
Wool  Fabrics,  Urat,  30a 


TOWN  OF  SPENCER. 


Aexea  of  Land  in  the  Town,  310. 
Agricnltnre,  332. 
Appropriations  for  Schools,  316. 
Article  of  Confederation  opposed,  325. 

Bank  of  Paper  Money,  3S7. 
Beaveo,  Rev.  Thomas  D.,  331. 
Beef  for  the  Army,  335-0. 
BeuDiugtoD,  SoMitTS  at,  324. 
BemiSy  Capt.  Edward,  322. 

"        Samuel,  Wife  and  Child,  316-17. 
Risbee,  Rev.  F.  A.,  331. 
Boots,  334-5. 

Boston,  Sympathy  with,  323-4. 
Boundaries,  31G. 
Bounties  to  Soldiers  in  1779,  325. 

»*  '*  1861-5, 327-8. 

Bounty  on  Crows,  337. 
Box-makJDc:.  335. 
Bunker  Hill,  .Soldiers  at,  323. 

Catholic  Church,  331. 
Cemeteriisi,  331. 
Centennial  in  1*70,  335. 
Cburcli,  Dapti>t,  331. 

"      Coui:rc;:ational,  Pastors  of,  320-31. 
Clothin*;  for  the  Army  in  1777-cO,  324. 
Clerks  of  Di^rrirt  and  Town,  31(i. 
Coacb,  Old  .Stac:.\  3J0. 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  324. 

''         of  .^afetv,  325-0. 
Constitution  of  ITT:?  rejected,  325. 
Continental  Money,  325-0. 


Coaaon,  Ber.  Jnlins,  3SL 
Cnrtia,  A.  W.,  Eaq.,  314. 

Deht  of  the  Town,  336. 
District  Meeting,  First,  317. 
"      Officera,      "     317. 
Doctors,  Names  of,  336. 
Dog  Fund,  for  Library,  319. 

Early  Settlers,  317. 
Eastern  Portion,  314. 
Eaton,  Kcv.  Joshua,  32  '-30. 
Elevated  Township,  316. 

Fire  Department,  319. 

"  Engine,  337. 

"  Great,  335. 
Fixing  Prices,  324. 

G.  A.  R.  Post,  32^. 

Gifts  for  the  High  School,  318. 

Grievances  in  1785-7,  327. 

Hats,  Palm-leaf,  334. 
Herrick,  Rev.  Austin  F.,  331. 
High  School,  318. 
Hills,  rounded  and  fertile,  316. 
History  of  Town,  by  J.  Drai»er,  339. 
Hotels,  Five  on  Old  Road,  321. 
Houses,  Xunibcr  of,  317. 
Howe,  Elias,  332. 

William,  332. 


<< 


Incorporation  of  Precinct,  315. 
"  of  DUtrict,  315. 
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Independence  declared,  324. 
Indian  Grant  to  Leicester,  314. 
Indian  Prowlers,  316. 
Inventor  of  tlie  Sevring-machine,  332. 
Iron-ore,  316. 

Jenks'  Tavern,  321. 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  336. 

Lamps,  Street,  319. 
Lawyers,  Names  of,  336. 
Library  Association,  319. 
Lines  of  Stages,  thirteei^,  321. 
Lodges,  336. 

Mail  on  Horseback,  320. 
Massasoit  Honse,  321. 
Meeting-honse,  329;  Second,  329. 
"  new  in  1861,  329. 

Memorial  Tablets,  328. 
Men  and  Money  to  put  down  Rebellion,  328. 
^Ictbodist  Society,  331. 
Military  History,  322. 
Minute-men,  323. 
Moose  Pond,  316. 
Musenm  of  Relics,  319. 

Naomie  Cady,  338. 
National  Bank,  335. 
Kegro  Slaves,  Five,  32S-d. 

Occnpations  of  tbe  People,  332. 

Politics  of  the  Town,  337. 
Ponds  and  Streams,  316. 
Pope  Mansion,  The,  321. 

**    Mrs.  Anna,  Great  age  of,  321. 

"    Rev.  Joseph,  321,  330. 
Population,  317. 
Post-office,  321. 
Powder  in  1774, 323. 
"     Mills,  332-3. 
Preaching,  Support  of^  314. 
Projirietors'  Part,  314. 
Provision  for  the  Poor,  338. 

Rebellion  of  Shays  resisted,  327. 

Representatives  and  Delegates,  336-7. 

Road  Commissioners,  318. 

Roads,  317. 

Road,  The  Old  County,  317. 

South  and  North  County,  318. 
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Savin<:;8  Bank,  335. 
School  Money,  318. 
Schools  and  Schoolmasters,  318. 
Scythes,  Hoes  and  Cutlery,  334. 
Second  Precinct,  314. 
Senators,  337. 
Settlers'  Part,  314. 
Seven-mile  River,  315. 
Sidewalks,  319. 
Silver,  316. 
Small-pox,  33a 
Spiked  Gun,  322. 

SiMSUcer,  314 ;  a  Town  in  1775,  315. 
"       Railroad  Company,  320-1. 
Stage  Lines  in  1783, 320. 
Stay  Law,  326-7. 
Stoves  in  Meeting-house,  337. 

Tate  and  Brady,  330. 

Tavern,  Old,  as  seen  by  a  Frenchman,  321. 

Tender,  Legal,  327. 

The  Spencer  Sun,  836. 

Town  Clerks,  337. 

"     Hall,  319, 32a       ^ 

'*     Meetings,  where  held,  318-19. 

"     Pound,  338-39. 
Tories  execrated,  325. 
Tower  and  Cupola,  329. 
Trees,  Shade,  319. 
Trick,  Odd,  320. 
Truss  Wooden  Bridge,  338.  . 

Universalist  Society,  33L 

Valuation,  317. 

Veto  of  Gov.  Shirley,  314. 

Volumes  in  Library,  319. 

Walker,  Rev.  A.  8.,  331. 
Wallace,  Rev.  S;  C,  331. 
Wars,  French  and  Indian,  322. 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  327-a 

*'        "      Revolution,  323-6. 
Washington,  Gen.,  321. 
Watson,  Oliver,  316. 
Watts'  Psalms  and  Hymns, 330. 
Western  Portion,  314. 
<<      Railroad,  320. 
Wire-makiuK,  333-4. 
Wood,  Nathaniel,  3ia 
Woolen  Manufacture,  334. 


TOWN  OF  STERLING. 


Acres,  Number  of,  840. 
Allen,  Rev.  P.  T.,  849. 


Baptist  Church  and  Ministers,  347-8. 
Penman.  Gamaliel,  and  others,  342. 


Blood.  Col.  Thomas  H.,  347,  3j8. 
Bounties  in  18G1-G,  300-1. 
Bridges,  esi>ensive,  343. 
Brooka  and  Lakes,  341. 
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Canker-nish,  344. 

CspeOy  Rer.  Samael,  34G-7. 

Cbocksctt  or  Choxer,  340,  343;  a  Parhh  or 

Precinct,  343. 
Cbarch  Fonnctl,  :i43;  had  rent,  34G;    Miuis- 

tcrs  of,  347. 
Clark,  Rev.  Jnsiah,  347. 
Constitution  of  Uuite<l  States  approved,  314. 
ConvcrMN  Rev.  Otis,  347. 
Covenant  of  tlie  Cliiircii  alten  d,  34:i-7. 

Deaths  in  Sterling  and  «>tlH*r  Towns,  34:1. 
Domestic  Animals.  Valnc  of,  341>. 
Dysentery,  fntal.  343. 

Edncation,  350. 

Elevations,  3U>-1. 

Evangelical  Cbnrcb,  First,  |uid  Miuisfers,  34f^. 

Families,  Patrician.  345. 

Family  of  Mr.  Mellcn,  :VtG. 

Farmers'  Club.  351. 

Fanning,  34S-D. 

French  and  Indian  War,  1755-0,  343. 

O.  A.  R.  Post,  351. 
Goo<ltriu,  I:(aac  nnd  J<»bn  A.,  352. 
Goss,  Rev.  Mr.,  of  Bolton,  346. 
Great  Earthquake,  34:). 

Hatters,  349. 
Henchman.  Cnpt.,  341. 
Historic;;!  Interest,  tender,  341. 
Holcomh,  Rev.  Rnfus,  346. 
Hotel,  Central,  319. 

Improvable  Laud.  340. 
Intoqwration.  344. 
Indian  Figlit.  The,  ni'J-3. 

'*       Ju^ti^e,  3-;2. 

"      Ro-attas.  341. 
Indu>tries,  chief,  'MO, 

Latitiule.  3-10. 

Leather.  :>i9. 

Lihrarv,  riol. 

Loiim'vit\-  and  H(  aith.  ^Vil. 

Lonl  Sferlin-.  314. 

Meetinir-IIoii^e.  First.  34  I :  Stcoml,  :M4. 

Mi-llrn.  Kt  V.  Jnlin.  :U:\.  ::-i.". 

Mile-\^itle  .**iiiii».  "»44. 

Mine,  Old.  ::4l-i. 

Mominir  Action  in  17C.'.  :^!.*.. 


Morak  lelaxod,  1750-80,  aiS. 
Monaraent  to  the  Soldiens  3r>l. 

Naval  Contest  on  Wandiacmtu.  Ml. 
Number  in  tlio  Charch,  ^7. 

Ore,  Silver,  341-S. 

Parallel  Ridges,  340. 
Peck,  Dr.  William  D.,  34a,  STil. 
Perkins,  Rev.  B.  F.,  34S. 
Pew.4.  Seating  the,  34S. 
Philip,  341. 
Population,  349. 
Pottery  Business,  349. 
Prayinjf  Women,  :W7. 
Prescott,  John,  and  others  342. 
Prominent  Citizens,  351-2. 
Putnam,  Rev.  Dr.  George,  3.'>1. 

Redstone  and  other  HilK  34L 
Revolution,^  social,  34o. 

School,  Private,  349. 

Schools,  Public,  350. 

Sebastian  Bible,  352. 

Shays'  Outbreak  opiMwed,  344. 

Sbolan,  3U. 

Silver  Tankards,  352. 

Smith,  SelKistian,  :r>2. 

Soil,  good,  3t0. 

Soldiers  in  the  Rebels'  War,  35d-l. 

Square  Miles,  340. 

Stage  Routes,  Old,  349. 

Sterling  taken  from  Lancaster,  ^0. 

"        in  the  Rev<»lution,  :»4:*.. 

*'       against  the  Rebelliou,  :550-l. 
Surface,  340. 

Tahanto,  Sachem,  342. 
Tanning.  340. 
Thoma**.  Mnscs  G.,  352. 
Town  Hall.  351. 

"       House,  345. 

"      Officers  in  lSGl-5.  351. 

Universal ists.  347. 

Veto  Power  of  the  Clergy,  34G. 

Wansbaeuni  Lakes.  341. 
WhitcomU.  t'ol.  As.i.  V.VX  34.\  :VA. 
Whitr  v<ettlori«.  First.  :UJ. 
Wilder,  Capt.  Kpliraini.  344.  351. 
Wi>ousechoeksett,  340. 


TOWN    OF   STURBRIDGE. 


Acreage  iu  170-2.  3.")0. 
Agricnltnn*.  :'.o7. 
Alkn,  Lilu  r:y.  :;Ti\ 
Augers  antl  Dits,  370-1. 


Biipti.st  Cluireb,  '.h'u>:  Pastors  of,  riTTG. 

'*       Meeting-bouj^e.  :»;k». 
Baptists  barasM.'d.  I^>:  exeuiptetl  from  navin<» 
Parish  Tax,  3CG. 
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Bible  in  the  Indian  Tongne,  353. 
Blacklead  Mines,  3Gd. 
Blunt,  Elder  John,  killed,  365. 
BoKton,  Sympathy  with,  358. 
Brick  School-bouse,  362. 

Church,  Con^rregational,  and  Ministers,  364^. 

Clark,  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph,  364. 

Committee  ou  Public  AfTairs  in  1774,  358. 

Cotton-mills :  Officers,  369-70.  * 

Country  Gore,  359. 

Cushion  for  Minister,  357. 

Cutters  and  Dies,  371. 

Declaration  of  Independence,  358. 
Drawing  Lots  for  Land,  854-& 
Dummer  Tract,  354. 

Education,  361. 

Eliot,  Rev.  John,  353. 

Episcopal  (Orace)  Church,  366-7;  Reoton  of^ 

367. 
Ewing,  Rey.  William,  365. 

Fiskdale  Mills,  356 ;  Village,  366-9. 
Fisko,  Hon.  Josiah  J.,  366-69. 
Fisk,  Henry,  gave  Lead,  35a 

"    James  C,  371. 
Funeral  Carriage,  House  for,  369. 

Graduates  of  Colleges,  363. 
Grammar  School,  361. 
Goody  Lincoln,  the  Witeh,  365.. 
Grist-millfs  356. 

Harnesses,  Carriages,  ^bc,  370. 

Hobbs,  Samuel,  in  Boston  Tea-party,  358. 

Incorporation,  356. 


Land  given  to  Eliot,  353. 

'*     in  Town  good  in  Parts,  355. 
Library,  Public,  and  Committee,  362. 

Marcy,  Moses,  355-6. 
Meddeld  People,  Grantees,  354. 
Meeting-house,  First,  364. 
Meeting  of  Soldiers  in  1774, 358. 
Mills  in  1792,  359. 
Morse,  A.  C,  Esq.,  353. 
Moullon,  Rev.  Ebenezer,  366. 
Mountains  and  Hills,  355. 

New  Lights,  365. 

"    Medfield,S55. 
Hipmuck  Country,  Bounds  ei,  368. 

Old  Cemetery,  360. 


Oldham,  John,  368. 
Orthodox  Minister,  364. 

Paine,    Rev.    Joshua,    gave    Powder^   358 1 

preached  to  Soldiers,  358. 
Parsonage,  3G4-5. 
Petition  for  Town  granted,  356. 

"       to  General  Court  for  Land,  354. 
Petitioners,  Names  of,  354. 
Pioneers,  hardy,  356. 
Pistol  Factory,  37L 
Plumbago,  368. 
Ponds,  large,  355w 
Population,  362. 
Powder,  Lead  and  Flints,  358. 
Promotion  of  Agriculture,  Society  for,  367 1 

Officers  of,  368. 


Quinebaug  Library  AssoeiAtioii,  368. 
River,  856. 


<i 


Ratable  Polls  in  1783,  359. 
Representatives,  Names  of^  360-1* 
Residences  in  1811,  360. 
Richardson,  Rev.  M.  L.,  364. 

Saltonstall,  Gov.  Gurdon,  354. 
School  Committee,  363. 
School'",  3C1-2. 
Settlement  in  1731,  354-5. 
Settlers :  their  Character,  367. 
SdcII  Manufacturing  Company,  STL 
Soldiers  iu  French  War,  35a 

**      in  the  Re  bellion,  362. 

"      in  Revolution,  359. 
Southbridge  sot  off,  360. 
Sturbridge,  Origin  of  Name,  863. 


Teachers,  First  Female,  361. 
Town  Meeting,  First,  356. 

"      Officers,  First,  356-7. 

"  <<       present,  363. 

**     prayed  to  God  in  1774, 
Tudor,  Frederick,  368. 


Unitarian  Moeting-honse,  806b 
"        Ministers,  866. 
"        Society,  366. 

Views,  ExtsDsiTe,  856. 
Volumes  in  Ltbrazy,  868. 

Waterfalls  at  Hskdale,  869L     ' 
Willanl,  William,  Artist,  860. 
Winthrop,  John,  Jr.,  868. 
Witchcraft, 
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AgricQltaral  Town,  3A6w 
An-Ktgbt  Bide  to  CoDeonU  STS. 
AjDmanition  provided,  375w 
Anusby,  Dr.  James  U.,  3d6w 
AttractiTe  Featnret,  373. 


M 


U 


Church  and  FMtoay  3801 
Second,  3SL 
Third,  3SL 

Benedict,  Rev.  W.  A.,  37S. 

Blackstone  Rirer,  373. 

Blauchard,  Thomas,  387. 

Boomer,  Gen.  George  B.,  387. 

Bond,  Rev.  Dr.  Alvan,  387. 

Boots  and  Shoes,  38d. 

Bonnds,  372. 

Breech-Loading  Rifle,  37a 

Building  a  Mcetiug-Honso,  379. 

Business  in  great  Varietj,  384^ 


Chase  Family,  38a 
Chnrch  formed,  379. 

**      Second  Congregational,  380. 
Comb-Making,  3d4. 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  37a 
Congregational  3Iiui&ters,  350. 
Constitntions,  State  and  National,  377. 
Contest  abont  Rifles,  378. 

Disloyalty  Dangerous,  37a 

Elders,  Baptist.  Names  of,  380. 
Episcopal  (St.  John's)  Church,  and  Rectors 
of,  3dl. 

Families  set  off,  372-.3. 
First  Congregational  Society,  380. 
For»;ign  Superiluities,  375. 
Freewill  Baptists,  3S1-2. 
French  and  Indian  War,  375. 
Fruits  of  the  Loom,  3S5. 

General  Distress,  377. 
Grant,  Conditions  of,  373. 
Great  Snow-Storm,  374. 

Hall,  Dea.  Willis,  377. 

**     Rev.  Dr.  David,  379. 
Hand-cards,  3S4. 
Hassan  am  isco,  372. 

Incorporated,  372, 
Independence,  ready  for  it,  376. 
Indian  Dee<l  lost,  072. 
Indians,  friendly,  374. 
Insurgents  of  17*0-7,  377. 

Jov  over  the  Battle  of  Yorktown,  37G. 


TOWN  OP  SUTTON. 

King  Geotsyb  Wai^  374. 

Learned,  CoL  E.,  37a 
Lexington  Fight,  375. 
Lihimiy,  Fkee  PoUk,  3B4. 


Maneliang,3& 

*"  *       Baptist  Chiuch,  388. 
Manufactures  in  eyery  Honaoy 
KUrbleville,  3Sa. 
March.  Dr.  Alden,  386. 
McRinstrey,  Kev.  John,  379. 
Men  of  >lark,  37^ 
Mecting-Honsc,  First,  381. 
Methodist  Chnrch,  382. 
Millbnry  «c*t  off;  373,  380. 
Minister  and  Ministry,  373. 
Minnte-Mon,  37{>. 
Moree,  Moeea  L.,  387. 


Katnral  Fonda,  373. 

Paper-Mill,  335. 
Pioneer  Families,  374. 
Popnlntiou,  rapid  Increase,  374. 
Proprictois  in  1704, 373 ;  First 
Pulsatory,  373. 
Patnam,  Gen.  Enfna,  386. 

Begiment  in  1776,  376. 
"         Second,  376. 

Religions  ITistory,  379. 
Rocky  Formation,  373. 


Salary  of  Minister  Raised  by  Tax,  380. 
Sale  of  Laud  confirmed,  372. 
Schools,  Ui-h.  3d:M. 
Private,  383. 
Public.  3S3-4. 
Settlers,  First.  374. 
Shays'  Emeiite  opposed,  377. 
Sibley,  Caleb.  35d 

"      Hon.  Solomon,  3S6. 

"      Jonas,  3S3. 

"      Jonas  L.,  383. 
Sixty  Rights,  374. 

Soldiers  araiuNt  the  Rebellion,  379. 
Sutton  Pnivbascil.  37*2. 
Sutton  Regiment,  379. 


It 


u 


Toasts,  patriotic  and  spicy,  376. 
Town  fleeting.  First,  374. 
Townshi[>,  large,  372. 

United  Presbyterian   Church  in   Wilkinson- 

ville,  352. 
Uoiversallst  Society,  Z&2. 
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Tolumes  in  Library,  384. 

Wainpas  alias  White,  372. 
War  brongbt  Poverty,  377. 

"   of  tho  Rebellion,  375-6. 

"   of  the  Bevolution,  375-6. 


War  of  1812-15,  377. 
WhitiDg,  Itev.  Samnol  AL,  388. 
Wilkinsonvillc,  385. 
Woodburyviile,  385. 
Wool  and  Flax,  384. 


TOWN   OF  TEMPLETON. 


Acres  in  Township,  397. 

Acres,  400  grown  to  3,000, 393-4. 

Adams,  Rev.  £.  G.,  405. 

Baker,  Capt.,  394. 

Baldwin,  Jonathan,  399. 

Baldwinsvillo,  399. 

Baptist  Church,  405. 

Bates,  Rev.  Lemuel,  405. 

Belcher,  Gov. :  his  Mines,  Ac,  393. 

Blankets  for  Soldiers,  400. 

Bog-iron  Ore,  393. 

Boots,  404. 

Boston  sustained,  399. 

Boynton,  John,  404. 

«       Library,  407. 
Bridge  over  Otter  River,  397-6. 
Broad,  Rev.  J.  P.,  400. 
Bum  the  Woods,  392. 
Bushnell,  Rev.  Gerard,  407-6. 

Capt.  Jack,  400-L 

Catholic  Church,  406. 

Cave,  The,  3U3. 

Centre,  Templeton,  392. 

Chair  Business,  402-3. 

Claimants  of  the  Land,  390. 

Climate,  393. 

Clothier's  Mill,  402. 

Committee  of  Correspondence,  399. 

<<  to  Bound  Township,  392. 

Confessions  in  1775,  399-400. 
Corn-mill,  395. 
Currency,  poor,  40L 

Davis,  Capt.  Joseph,  405. 
Day,  Col.  Gilman,  404. 
Delegates  to  Conventions,  40L 
Division,  First,  394. 

«<       Second,  394. 

"       Third,  395. 

Early  Settlers,  Names  o^  397. 
East  Templeton,  403. 

Factories  in  1879, 405. 

Falesville,  402. 

First  Family  in  Town,  394. 

**    Town  Meeting,  306. 

^       •*     Officers  choteny  396. 


Fight  at  Narragansett,  389. 
Furnace,  402. 
Furniture,  403. 

Geological  Basis,  398. 
Grantees'  Rights,  391. 
Grant,  Original,  389. 

"      enlarged,  390. 

"      Second,  391-2. 

Hatless  and  Reinless,  40L 
Hawkes,  Gen.  George  P.,  406L 
Hemlock  Trees,  404. 
High  School,  406. 
Hills  and  Ponds,  392. 
Hoes.  Scythes,  d:c.,  402. 
Houghton,  Jonas,  Surveyor,  391. 
House-lots  drawn,  393. 

Incorporation,  Act  of^  395-6. 
Irrepressible  Conflict,  398. 

Jonesville,  403. 

Land  for  Burying-place,  397. 
Lane,  Mr.  XL  F.,  406. 
Leo,  Col.  Artemas,  405. 
Legal  Tender,  401. 
Libraries,  406-7. 
Library,  Boynton,  407. 
Locke,  John,  disloyal^  399. 
Lodges,  403. 
Lumber  Factory,  464. 

Meadow  Lots,  394. 

Meeting,  First,  in  Township,  394. 

<<        House  Lot,  393. 

"  "    First,  394,  397  j  New,  402. 

Methodist  Church,  40G. 
Military  Companies,  407-8. 
Mill  Brook,  392. 
Mills,  402. 
Mine  Hill,  392. 

Must  or- field  on  the  Common,  407. 
Musical  Instruments  in  Chnzch,  408. 


Karraganffett  Society,  Ko.  6, 390L 
Nickorton,  Rev.  A.  C,  405. 
Kipmuck  Country,  380. 

Offleeit  and  Soldiers  in  the  Ci^il  War,  4Q6L 
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OmUo,  389. 

Otter  RiTer,  aOt,  400, 401. 

P^ifar  Money,  40L 

PmrkhoiKt,  Vanuiiis  P^  380L 

Partiiage^Ule,  40X 

PMition  for  Preeiiiet, 

PUeefto,  broad,  392. 

Pond,  CeT.  Daniel, 

PofNilation  in  1765^  997. 

Pticee  sUted,  40L     ' 

Plroepect  DUl,  392.     * 

ProrUiona  for  Soklien  in  1774»  390. 

Raflroada,  405. 

Ridge  Hill,  394. 

Retnm  of  J.  Hongliton,  Copj  oi,  30L 

Roada,  394-S,  398, 40S. 

flabin,  Rer.  Dr.  Lewia»  40fr-0L 

8awHmll,  393-4. 

8choola,406. 

8rating  the  Meeting4ionae^  307. 

Seeond  Adrentista,  400. 

Seeond  Precinct  a  Town,  300. 

Smith,  Col.  Henrr,  404. 

Soil  Tariable,  393. 

Soldiers  in  the  ReTolntioo,  400. 

Source  of  opposite  Streama,  399L 

Spariiawk,  Rer.  Ebenezer,  395»  402. 

Sqoailrons,  31H. 


Salphmi  of  Iras, 


Teaipletoii, 
Teaq4e  Town,  396. 
Tflealoo^  II14. 
Townahip,  elevated, 
IWnitarimB  Clmrch, 


T^oot  Rrook,  392. 
Tnba  and  PaiU,  40X 
Torapike  Corporatioii,  409L 

UaiTeiaalist  Society,  406. 


▼alley  of  the  Bamahiii, 
▼olnnteen  at  LexingfeoB 


Wagona,  Ae.,  te  ChildnBy 
Warning  oat,396. 
War  of  1812-15, 402. 

•<      the  Rebellion,  407. 

<"       **    ReTolatioo,  399. 
Water-power,  ehie^  40X 
WeDington,  Rev.  Charlea,  408L 
Whiteomb,  David,  404. 
Whitc-pinc  treei,  404. 
White,  Rev.  Charlea,  406. 
Wilder,  Eliaa,  394. 
Woolen-flull,  403-4. 
Wright,  Ebeneief^  400. 


TOWN  OF  UPTON. 


Acres,  N'umlKT  of.  409. 
Act  of  Inrnri>oration,  411. 
Apples  aud  or  her  Fruits,  417. 
Assets  of  the  Tottu*  4*20. 

Ball,  Rer.  GeorgeS.,  417. 

Baptists  or  Christ iaos.  Elders  of,  41&. 

Bets  Hentlrick.  410. 

Boots  and  Shoes,  417. 

Boundaries,  409. 

Brooks,  409. 

Churches.  4>0. 

Colbum,  Miss  Henrietta,  418. 
Congregational  Church,  412,414;  Pastors  of^ 
414. 

Deb  Brown,  410. 
Debt  of  the  Town,  4*20. 
Doors,  sashes  and  blinds,  416. 
Dry -goods  Stores,  419. 

Emmons,  Rev.  Dr.,  414. 

Famous  Seatt  of  Indians,  409. 
Father  Barrett,  41a. 


Fish,  Rev.  Elisha,  414. 

Foil  Quota  io  the  War  of  Independence,  416^ 

Rebels'  War,  417. 


u 


Grist  and  Saw  Mills,  4ia 
Cans  and  Rifles,  417. 

Harvard  College,  Gift  to,  412. 
Hats  for  Boys,  412. 
Hazeltiue,  John,  411. 
High  School,  4ia 
Hillv  and  rookv,  409. 
Holbrook.  Peter,  411. 
Hopkins  Edward,  411-12. 
Hopkinton.  4l*i. 
Hubbard,  Rev.  Mr.,  415. 

Incorporated,  411. 

Indian  and  Negro  Stragglera,  410. 

"      Com,  417. 

"      fishing-places,  409. 

Knowlton,  Hon.  William,  415. 

Lands,  Lease  and  Common,  412-13. 
Library,  Fme  Public,  416. 
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Library  for  KnowUon's  Faotory,  416. 
Litigation  aboot  *' Lease"  Lands,  412. 
Location,  420. 

Magnncogi  412. 

Makers  of  Straw-goods,  418-19. 
Marsb,  Kev.  Frank  J.,  415. 
Meeting-bouse,  412'ol3;  location  of,  413. 

*'  on  the  Common,  413. 

"  new  in  1848-9,  413-14. 

Methodist  Society  and  Ministers,  415. 
MUl  River,  409. 

Nipmnck  Indians,  409. 

Officers  and  Men  in  the  Civil  War,  417. 
Old  Bnrying-Gronnd,  413. 

Plain  Land,  409. 

Political  Connections  of  the  Town,  420. 

Ponds,  409. 

Population,  420. 

Position  of  the  Township,  409. 

Putnam's  Rangers,  416. 

Records,  Early,  defaced,  416. 
Rents  and  Taxes,  412. 
Resolves  of  the  Town  in  1770, 416. 
Roman  Catholics,  415. 

Sarah  Boston,  410. 


Schools,  416. 

Settlers,  First,  Names  of,  410-11. 

Shoe  Maunfacturers,  417-18. 

Simon  Robinson,  a  ''Guinea  Nigger,"  410. 

Soil,  light,  403. 

Straw-goods  the  great  businesa,  418-19. 

Swamps  reclaimed,  417. 

Taft,  Hon.  Yelorous,  409. 

"    Israel,  410-11. 
Town  Mooting,  First,  411. 
Officers,  411. 


<i 


Unitarian  House  in  the  Centre  sold,  41& 
"  •'      in  West  Upton,  416. 

"         Society,  First,  416. 

Universalist  Society,  415. 

Upton,  409 ;  a  Aiming  town,  417. 

War,  French  and  Indian,  416. 

''     of  the  Revolution,  416. 

"     of  1812-15,  416. 

<<     of  the  Rebels,  41^17. 
Warren  House,  420. 
Waverley  Building,  414. 
Weld,  Rov.  Thomas,  412, 414. 
West  Part  Mills,  41L 
West  River,  409. 

Wood,  Rev.  Benjamin,  414 ;  Sons  o^  414-16i 
Woolen  Mill,  41& 


TOWN  OF  UXBRIDGE. 


Academy  Building,  427. 
Act  of  Incorporation,  423. 
Adams,  Beujamin,  436. 
Anti-Slavery  Resolutions,  429-30. 

Bank,  427. 

Baptist  Society,  428. 
Baylies,  Hon.  William,  436. 
"       Judge  Nicholas,  436. 
Beef  for  the  Army,  426. 
Bible  in  every  Family,  429. 
Blackstone  Bank  of  Uxbridge,  Officen  of;  435. 

"       Canal,  427. 
Boundaries,  421. 
Bounties  in  1776, 426-6. 

Chapman,  Rev.  Hesekiah,  429. 

Chiistiau  Converts,  421. 

Church  Edifice  of  1728, 424. 

Clothing  for  Soldiers  in  1778, 42!^ 

Cobb,  Rev.  William  H.,  430. 

Committee  of  Correspondence,  Names  of,  426* 

**        *'  Inspection,  425. 
CoDgregatioiial  Chnrob  Edifice,  424. 

"*  **    Pftftoxs  o^  4S9. . 


Cotton  and  Woolen  Mills,  438. 
Cotton  Mill,  largest,  42a 

Delegates  to  Provincial  Congreati 
Depot  and  Station-house,  427. 
District  Court,  427, 434. 
Dudley,  William,  Speaker,  422. 


Edifice,  Church,  427. 

Evangelical  Church,  429 ;  Paston  of;  4Sa 

Female  Academy,  434. 

Ferry,  Rct.  Mr.,  423. 

Fish,  letting  them  come  np,  494. 

Great  River,  424. 
Gospel  Minister,  429. 

Hancock  forGoremor,  426. 
High  School,  427. 

**  Building,  487. 

Hiring  Soldiers  in  1779, 486. 


Incorporated,  422. 
Independence  in  May,  1776, 
Indian  Inhabitanta,  48L 
Iionatoae,  427, 429, 433. 
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Library,  Pablic,  427,  434. 
Lieat.-Goveraor's  Damage,  424. 
Location  of  Mceting-hoosa,  423. 
•*       of  Town,  421. 

Ifeetiog-bonso,  423-4. 
Meeting,  First,  in  Town,^123. 
Metboilist  Chiircb  and  Ministers,  431. 
Mills  and  Mill-owuem,  433-4. 
"      "    Water-w«»rk8, 4:I2. 
Money  for  tbe  War,  in  177D,  426. 

Names  of  deceased  Soldiers,  1861-5,  43&-6. 

Now  Town  Hnll,  4^, 

Nipmuck  or  Blackstone  River,  421. 

Nortbbridge  set  off,  425. 

Nortb  Uxbridge,  427-8,  432. 

Baptist  Cbbroh,  and  Pastors 
of,430-L 


Miffilt^m  ^ 


u 


u 


Officers,  ilrst  Town,  423. 
Old  Quaker  Meetin<;-bonse,  430. 
One-borse  Gig  for  Mails,  434. 
Ortbodox  Minister,  422. 
Owners  of  Mills,  432. 

Paget,  Heury,  Earl  of  Uxbridge,  422. 

Polly  and  Dolly  Taft,  428. 

Petition  for  Towji  granted,  421. 

Postmasters,  434. 

Preston,  Rer.  Dr.  Willard,  436. 

Price  for  Service  of  Soldiers,  1780, 426-7. 

Pntnam,  Ju(l<;e  A.  A.,  434. 

Pnrl  and  Flip,  428. 

Qnakers,  Tbe,  Not  to  free,  423. 

Raibroad,  427, 436. 
Rawson,  Abner,  426. 
Representatives,  427,  436. 

<<  and  Delegates  in  1775-9,  426. 

Residences,  bandsome,  428. 
Rivers  and  Ponds,  427. 
Rogerson  Tillage,  428,  432. 


Bonuui  OathoUo  Olnueli,  431; 

Rnm,  flftean  GaUom,  423-4* 

Savings  Bank,  435. 
School,  424. 
Scbool  Dame,  424. 
School-bouse,  handaooM,  434. 
Schools,  graded  and  mixed,  434. 
Spring  Tavern,  428. 
Sqnare  Miles  in  tbe  Town,  487* 
Sqnadron  tbe  Schools,  424. 
Stage  Coaches,  434. 
State  Aid,  435. 
Stocks,  Pair  of,  424. 
Stockwcll,  George  A.,  421. 
Stores,  Location  of,  428. 
Snrface,  nneven  and  mgged,  427. 

Taft's  Twenty^wo  Children,  4281 

Textile  Fabrics,  43L 

Thayer,  Joseph,  436. 

Three  Rivers  give  Wealth*  4S7. 

Three  Silver  Cnps,  429. 

Tories  nndcr  tho  ban,  425. 

Turnpike  Company,  434. 


Unitarian  Society,  430;  PastoiB  of,  430L 
Uxbridge,  421, 432. 

^         Academy,  434. 

**         against  tho  Rebellion^  4^ 

«*         ViUago,^7,429. 

Wacantnck  or  Waentng,  421. 

Wacantnck  House,  428. 

Washington  in  Uxbridge,  428;  Lietter  o^ 

Water-privileges,  431. 

Ways  and  Roads,  424. 

Webb,  Elizabeth  and  Ruth,  429. 

"       Rev.  Nathan,  424, 429. 
Woodward,  George,  teacher,  424. 
Woolen  and  Cotton  Milla,  432:  - 
Woolen  Manufactories,  428. 


TOWN  OF  WARREN. 


Anderson ville^  Prisoners,  452. 
Animals,  wild,  433. 
Area,  437. 
Arrows,  Stone,  433. 
Arsenal,  United  States,  447. 

Baxter,  Rev.  Stephen,  446b 
Bead-eyed  Pappoose,  433. 
Beauty  of  Mrs.  Baxter,  446, 
Bible  tbo  Cliart  of  Life,  443. 
Bliss,  Rev.  Isaac,  450. 
Boots  and  Shoes,  403. 


Bowlder,  greats  439. 
Brooklets  and  Ravines,  438. 
Brown,  Old  John,  452. 
Bruin,  433. 
Buried  sitting,  438. 
Burt,  Rev.  Sylvester,  447* 

Cenotaphs,  45S. 
Cedar  Hill,  439. 
Cboeso  Factory,  454. 
Christ  tbo  Beacon-light,  443. 
Chnzch,  Gongregationaly  450L 
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•Cburch,  Congregational,  iu  West  Wairen,  454. 

ColoncVs  Moautain,  439. 

Cooper,  Ensign  Thomas,  437. 

Cotton-yarn,  447. 

Congregational  Meeting-Hoase,  450. 

Coy's  Hill,  441. 

Cutter,  Dr.  Calvin,  452. 

'*       Miss  Carrie  £.,  452. 

<<       Mrs.  Eunice  P.,  437. 

Dearborn's  Powder-honiy  444. 
Debby  Palmer,  438. 
Descendants  of  the  Pilgrims,  446. 

Early  Settlors,  their  Toils,  441-2. 
Eaton,  Gen.,  447 
Elbow  Tract,  437. 
Elm  of  Col.  Eeyes,  440. 
Emigrants,  armed,  to  Kansaii,  451. 
Engraver  Sykes,  448. 

Families,  Ancient,  454. 
Fasting  and  Prayer,  443. 
Fire  Companies,  454. 
First  Birth,  443. 

'<     Marriage,  443. 
French  Fort,  444. 

War,  1755-9,  443. 


u 


Halls,  454. 

Hills  and  Prospects,  439. 
Home  Improvements,  446-7. 
Homespun  for  Silk,  444. 
Howe,  WiUiam,  449. 

Incorporation,  439. 

Indian  entranced  in  Fnjer,  438. 

<*      Hoes,  448. 

«      Village,  438. 

"      Trail,  440. 
Industries,  Old  and  New,  449. 
Iron,  Quartz,  Clay,  etc.,  441. 
Iron-works,  447-8. 

Johnson,  Miss,  a  Missionary,  450. 
Jones,  Bev.  Isaac,  443. 

Kansas,  armed  Emigrants  to,  452. 
Kellogg,  Capt.  Joseph,  442. 
Key<*s,  Capt.  Solomon,  443. 
Knowles'  Steam-pumps,  453-4. 

Latitude  and  Longitude,  439. 
Library,  Free  Public,  455. 
Location  of  the  Tows,  437. 
Locomotive  Engine,  446. 
Lord  AmberHt's  Camp,  444. 
Love  of  Country  and  Home,  44L 
Loyal  ImtFree^  444. 


Manufactures,  Varioiis,  453. 

Markb*  Mountain  and  Garrison,  437. 

Mattawamppe,  437, 

Meeting-Honse,  First,  442 ;  Second,  446. 

"  *'      Universalist,  449. 

Methodist  Church,  450. 

•*  "      in  West  Warren,  454.  ' 

Mineral  Spring,  441. 
Minute-Men  iu  1773,  444. 
Mothers  and  Fathers,  455. 

Nail  Machine,  445. 

Names  of  Soldiers  in  the  Rebels'  War,  453^ 
Navigation  by  Steam-power,  446. 
Nipmuck  Braves,  439. 

"        Tribe,  440. 
Notable  Men,  455. 

Officers  in  the  Revolution,  444-^ 
Old  Bay-path,  440. 
Old  Mile-stone,  440. 

Patrick,  Isaac,  Esq.,  449. 
Philip,  439. 

Pierce,  Rev.  Dr.  N.  P.,  446. 
Politics  on  StUts,  447. 
Powder,  Lead  and  Flints,  443. 
Powder-mills  built,  447. 
Preaching  and  Schooling,  442. 
Puritan  Faith  and  Practice,  443. 

Qnaboag  Indians,  437. 
"       River,  439. 
"       Seminary,  450. 

Railroad,  Boston  and  Albany,  439L 
''        Opening,  an  Epoch,  460. 
Reed,  Hon.  Nathan,  445. 
Reed  Street,  440. 
Richardson,  Nathan,  465. 
Road  or  Bridge-path,  442. 
Roman  Catholics,  454. 
Route  of  Bnrgoyue's  Army,  440L 
Route,  Old,  Old,  440. 

Scenes  of  Rare  Bean^,  439t. 
Schooling,  443. 
School-house,  443. 
Schools,  High  and  Grammar,  460L 
Shattoquis,  437. 
Shaves  and  Chisels,  448. 
Shays'  Fiasco,  445. 
Small-poz,  444« 
Spear-hcada,  438b 
Stage-coach,  449. 
Stratnm  of  Sand,  44L 
StitMig.  Rev.  Thomaa^  443L 
Sweet  Singer's  Troth,  440. 

Tanning,  44& 


Oaa(n|»tieul  Cbmk  sad  SoaWin  4n- 

Paatora  and  Deoconi  ot,  4CEi. 
Congregational  Meetiug-hooM,  MS: 
Cotton  MsoalkctoriM,  470. 

D{ibletCoiiit,476;  Offleeno^iTS. 
Dts.  Noyc*  sod  Tenn  j,  478L 

E^BM^I  ChnKh,  4SS;  Cbueb  E^Uo*  > 

BMton,4U. 
Fenner^  Millt,  473. 
Tin  Department,  4T7. 
Five  Cents  Savings  Bank,  478. 
E^encli  or  Mulncxit  Eirer,  456. 
"      River  UiU-piirllegea,  470, 

a.A.K.JVMt61,  477. 
Ou-lieht  Company,  477. 
Oteen  Mill,  The,  470. 

Hand*  Employed,  471-S, 
High  School,  4Ga. 
Hotels,  4n. 

Inoorporatlon,  450)  47L 
Industries,  rarioiu,  47flL 
Xnrai,  Eer.  Josepl^  478. 


Centoiaial  eelelxatad,  tTT. 


OOona  and  lien  against  the  KebeUiaa,  41 
"     Tomt,  daring  the  RebaUioai,  ML 
OxAMd,  SoiUIi  Gon,  470i 

Pegan  Indians,  450: 
FopnlatioQ,  458. 
PoatOfflea,  478. 
Fnminent  Uen,  478. 
Frinting-Officff,  477. 

Eailroada,  473, 47a 
Baal  Estate  rising,  478. 
BebnnMl  Uettiodist^  40L 
Bepieaentatives,  45d         -  - 
Beads,  excellent,  457. 

Samoel  Slater  &  Sona,  471-4: 
School  Ditntricts,  4C4-5. 
Sobooln,  4r)T ;  fn^rled  aod  mixed,  «& 
Shoe  BoaineaB,  -173-6. 
Slater,  Oeorge  Q.,  47& 
Samuel,  407-70. 


Blat 


a,ViH. 


Sotdleis  killed  in  the  CirU  War,  407. 
Suaos  dlTwalAed,  4S& 
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TowD  Meeting,  Unt,  4S7. 
«  Officers,  ."  467. 
«     wealthy,  47a 

Union  Mills,  472. 

Uuiversalibt  Society,  463 ;  Ministera  o^  4^ 

Villages,  Four,  458. 
Village,  Depot,  470-L 

«       East,  458, 470-8. 

"        North,  470-1. 
Village,  South,  458, 47L 


Wakefield,  Elder,  463. 

Wakefield  Family,  478. 

War  of  the  Rebellion,  Action  in  Relation  to, 

465-<i. 
Water-works,  477. . 
Webster,  honored  Name,  456. 

how  made  np,  456. 

Steam-power  Compauyi  475-6. 

"Weekly  Times,"  477. 
Woolen  Manufactures,  47L 


44 


II 


it 


Address  in  1772, 486. 

Advent  Church  and  Ministers,  493. 

Agricultural  Society,  495. 

Alarm  List,  487. 

Assabet  River,  480. 

Association,  School,  493. 


TOWN  OF  WESTBOROUGH. 

Heads  uf  Families,  Names  of,  48L 

High  School,  493. 

Hihlrctli,  Rev.  Hosea,  491. 

HiUs,  479. 

Hobomoc  or  Hocomocco  Pond,  479. 

House  of  Worship,  Advent,  493. 


Baptist  Society,  First,  Ministers  oi^  492. 

Bell  and  Belfry,  487. 

Boot  and  Shoo  Manufacture,  496, 

Boston  Hill,  479. 

Boundaries,  479;  in  1717,  481. 

Bounty  List  iu  1781,  487. 

Brigham,  John,  480. 

Bunker  Hill,  Soldiers  at,  48&-7. 

Cemeteries,  The  Present,  489. 

Chauncy  Pond,  47a 

Chauucy,  Rev.  Charles,  480. 

Chrouotype,  496. 

Church  organized,  483 ;  Pastors  of,  491. 

Clock,  4S7. 

Committee  of  Correspondence,  486. 

Congrogatioual  Society,  First,  49L 

CoRtof  Civil  War,  490. 

Creed  of  the  Church,  490. 

Debating  Society,  Young  Men's,  495-6. 
De  Forest,  Rev.  Hemau  P.,  479,  491. 

Educational  History,  493. 
Elmer,  Rev.  Mr.,  482. 
Evuugclical  Society,  49L 

Families  in  1767,  485. 

Farm  Products,  496. 

Fay  Fifrm,  480. 

Field-piece,  486. 

Fighting  with  Hardships,  481. 

Fire  Department,  497. 

First  Families,  Number  of,  48L 

Forbes,  Rev.  J.  P.,  492. 

Goodnow,  Samuel,  Grant  to,  48L 
Good  Reconl  iu  the  Rebellion,  489. 
Urowth  of  the  Town,  487. 


Incorporation,  481. 

Indian  Raids,  480-1.  '' 

Industries,  various,  497-9. 

Library,  Union  Social,  495. 
Little  Brooks,  479-80. 
Lyman,  Hou.  Theodore,  494. 

March  Election,  first,  482. 
March,  The,  to  Lexington,  486. 
Maynard,  Hou.  Horace,  499. 
Mechanics^  Association,  496. 
Meeting-house,  Baptist,  492. 

''  Congregational,  482, 484;  en- 

larged, 485. 
Mcetiug-house,  Methodist,  492. 
Mercantile  Centre,  497. 
Methodist  Cburch,  490 ;  Pastors  of,  49SL 
Military  Ct)m]»anies  organized,  486. 

"         Spirit,  4S5,  488. 
Milk  and  3Iilk  Companies,  496. 
Ministers,  first  settled,  481. 

National  Bank,  499. 

New  Burying  Ground,  489. 

Newspapers,  496. 

Noon-bouse,  437. 

North  Precinct  becomes  Northbaroo^  486w 

Old  Burying  Ground,  489. 
Ordination  Day  a  High  Day,  490. 
Organ,  46S. 
Orthodox  Minister  indiKX>eDSAble,  482. 


Parkman,  Mary  Champney,  484. 

Rf  V.  Elicnezer,  .481, 483»  490. 
Pastorate,  long,  490. 
Paopcriaiiiy  48d 
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Pistol  in  nana,  4<Q-4. 
Popvlattou  in  1791,  487 ;  in  1839, 4891 
Foond  mad  Stocks,  462. 
Powd«r-hoabe,  4ddL 
Powder,  Shot,  Sce^  486. 

Pnoincts,  Two,  481. 

• 

Rsilroad,  Boston  and  Woroaalsry  488-0. 

Rattlesnakes,  431. 

Reform  Club,  496. 

Reservoir,  47t>. 

Restoration,  490. 

Revolntionary  War,  48S> 

Rhnm  and  Syder,  483. 

Rice,  Thomas,  4ti0. 

''    Timothy  a  sachem,  481. 
Robinson,  Mr.  John,  installed,  490. 
Roclcwood,  Mr.  Elisha,  ordained,  490. 
Roman  Catholic  Church  and  Priests,  49^-3. 

Sabbath  School,  First,  490. 
Salary  and  Settlement,  483» 
Sandras  Pond,  479. 
Sayings  Bank,  499. 
School-house,  484. 
School-master,  first,  484. 
Situation,  479. 

Sleighs,  Manufacture  of^  49HL . 
Soldiers  on  Many  Fields,  489-90. 
Soldiers'  Sewing  Society,  489. 


State  Reform  School,  483-6. 

Steam-power,  497. 

Stores,  497. 

Straw  Goods,  498-91. 

Sodbory  River,  480L 

Sar&oe,479. 

Swampy  Land,  479l 

TaTems,  48dL 

Temperance  Reform,  490-L 

The  Old  Arcade,  4SS. 

Thread  Factory,  488. 

Town  Hall,  489. 

Tompike,  Boston  and  Woreester,  488. 

Unitariim  Controversy,  49L 

«"         House  of  Worship,  491;  Mfnistow 

o^  491-2. 

♦        .  . 

Village  Improvement  Soeieij,  496. 
"       of  Chawncy,  480. 
**      The,  how  located,  479. 

War  of  the  Rebellion,  489. 

Wessonville,  488-9. 

Westborough,  part  of  Marlbocoogh,  480l 

Whitney,  Eli,  499. 

WiUow  Park,  485,  483. 

WolvcH  and  Wild-cats,  4dL 

Workhouse,  488. 

Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union, 


TOWN  OF 

Apparatus,  School,  507. 

Baptist  Society,  502;  Pastors  of,  502. 
Beaman  Bridge,  50^). 
Beamau^  £zru,r.l'2. 

Maj.Ezia,  511-12,  516. 

Manufacturing  Company,  506. 

Tavern,  512. 


u 

u 


Bigelow,  Erastua  B.,  513. 
Boot-makiug,  507. 
BouD  claries,  500. 
Bridges,  503. 
Brick  Church,  502. 

Catholic  Society,  502. 

Calvinistic  and  Unitarian,  502. 

Civil  War,  tlio  Town's  Action,  509. 

Clarendon  Mills.  0U3,  50G. 

Cold  Sprin*^,  514. 

Congregational    Church    and    Ministers 

501-2. 
Cotton-mill,  first,  503. 

"         Sheetini^s,  r>04. 
Crane,  Rov.  Alvan  M.,  502. 
Crobti,  Eov.  Joacph  W.,  502. 


WEST  BOYLSTON. 

Derbuel,  Father  A.  J.,  502. 
Dimensious  of  the  Town,  500. 

Elms  and  other  Trees,  512*    • 
Expenses  in  the  Civil  War,  511. 

Fairbank,  Rev.  Francis  J.,  502. 

Fanning  Mills,  505. 

Farms,  50d. 

FerTilo  SoQ,  500. 

Fires,  513. 

Flour-mill,  505. 

G.  A.  E.  Post,  501. 
Graius,  50S. 
Grist-mill,  505. 

Harrisville,  503. 
Harris.  The  Messrs.  503-4. 
High  Schools.  501. 
of,  Holbrook,  E.  W.,  505. 

Hosmer,  Gen.  E.  M.,  509. 
Houghton,  Horatio,  Esq.,  500. 
Hunt,  Dr.  510. 

Incorporation,  500, 511. 


INDEX. 


70r 


Ladies,  patriotic,  511. 
Ladies'  Shoes,  507. 
Liberal  Society,  Tha»  602. 
Library,  Publio,  SOL 
Lodges,  501. 

Mecbanics  in  1808,  50a 

MectiDg-Hoose,  burned,  502, 511. 

Methodist  Charchaud  Ministers,  502. 

Military  Company,  509. 

Milk,  SOe. 

Mills,  bnmed,  503-4. 

Nashna  Elver,  503.' 

Oak  Baskets,  507. 
Oakdale,  507. 
Oak  Tree,  514. 
Officers  in  the  War,  510. 
Organs,  503. 

Pentecost,  Rev.  William,  502» 
Pleasant  Valley,  514. 
Plnnkctt,  Serg't  Thomas,  510. 
Population,  500. 
Precinct,  Second,  511. 

Qoinnepoxet  RiTer,  503. 

Railroads,  510. 
Religions  Societies,  SOL 


Scenery  diversified,  500. 

School-honses,  501. 

Settled  by  white  Men,  first,  500. 

Shoddy,  504. 

Soldiers  raised  in  1861-5,  S09-ia 

StUlwater  River,  503. 

Tenements,  504-^. 
Thomas,  Robert  B.,  512-13. 
Thomas' Hall,  515. 
Tornadoes,  508-9. 
Trough,  Stone  Traterlng,  512. 
Twine  and  ^Vicking,  505. 

Unitarian  Ministers,  503. 
Universalist     "        503. 

Valley  Village,  501. 

Vegetables,  50a 

Villages,  Seven,  500-1. 

Votes  at  different  Elections,  613*14. 

Warfield,  8.  R.,  503 

Water-power,  503. 

West  Boylstou,  Location  O;^  500. 

«  Manufacturing  Co.,  603-4 

Wheeler,  Dr.  510. 
Woolen-mill,  504. 


TOWN  OF  WESTMINSTER- 


Academy,  520. 

Aged  People,  Many,  519. 

Anti-Slavery,  522. 

Bakery,  Cracker,  521. 
Barber,  Rev.  Joseph,  520. 
Beginnings  of  a  Town,  516^ 
Blacksmiths'  Shops,  52L 
Boundaries,  515. 
Bowman,  William,  516. 
Brass  Band,  522. 
Briggs,  Rev.  Levi,  620. 
Business  Men,  525.  ' 

Carding  Machine,  52L 
Chuirmaking,  521. 

Church,  Baptist,  520;  Pastors  of,  520; 
Houses  of  Worship,  520. 
«        Cougregational,  519. 
Cider  Mills,  525. 
Clergymen,  525. 
Coolidge,  Rev.  C.  £.,  619. 

Qyke,  Nicholas,  Anecdote  o^  617* 

Eoonomy  and  Prosperity,  616. 


Estabrook,  Capt.  John,  6t6L 
Rverettville,  519, 

Farming,  520. 
Female  Missionaries,  626. 
Fire-Engiues,  522. 
French  Politeness,  617. 

«      War  in  1758, 616-7. 
Fugitive  slaves,  522. 
Fulling  Mill,  521. 

G.  A.  R.  Post,  523. 
Granite  Monument,  623. 
Graves*  Fort,  510. 
Grist  Mill,  516. 
Good  Templars,  Lodge  <4 

Height  of  Land,  516. 
High  School,  520. 
Home-made  Implements,  58L 
Howling  Wilderness,  516. 
Hudson,  Rev.  Charles,  520. 


Ineoiporated  as  a  District,  S16» 

«  "    Town,  517. 

Independence,  516L 
Idk)  Persons  not  wanted,  616| 
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IndiaiM  lorking  hi  the  Woodi^  ML 
Indncementt  to  settle,  51S. 

Jackson,  Capt.  EUsha,  5ia 

lioseed-Oil  Mill,  SSL 
Location,  518. 
LoDgevity,  519. 

Maon,  ReT.  Cttiis,  519. 
Manofactnres,  580-21. 
Marsh,  Rev.  Elisha,  519. 
Men  of  Mark,  524-5. 
Meetiog-Honse,  515, 519. 
Miles,  Capt  Noah,  5ia 

"     Geo.  Nelson  A.,  523-4. 
Military  Companies  in  the  BeTolntion,  518. 

"       Spirit,  522.     . 
Militia  Companies,  North  and  Sooth,  582. 
Miller,  Jouas,  515. 
MoonUins  and  Hills,  518-9. 

Narragansett,  No.  2, 515. 
National  Bank,  721. 

Oificeis  and  Soldiors  in  the  Boh^Dion,  523L 

Pails,  52L 

Paper  and  Chairs,  52L 
Physicians,  535. 
Popolation,  518. 
P65t-Offico  and  Storefs  52L 
Preparing  for  the  Berolntion,  517-18 
521. 


BeKgiona  Societies,  SHI 
Resolntion  jMuaed  in  1788^  bUL 
Riee,  Rev.  Aaaph,  511. 
Rifle  CompAnj,  50. 

Snw-Mma,  52L 
Seeoery,  518-19. 
Schools,  52a 
Scrabble  Hollow,  SfiL 
Soldiers  on  a  Tramp,  517. 
Stage  and  Post  Ronte^  518. 
Summer  Resort,  518. 
Soperflnities  discarded,  516L 


Railroads,  51& 


52L 

Tavern,  Old,  518. 
Teacliera,  523. 

Teams,  forty  or  fifty  pni  op,  518. 
Temperance  Refiirm.  522. 
Town  Honse  a  Memorial  Hall,  523L 
Troops  and  Supplies  in  the  Revolntion,  518. 

Universal  Restoratumists  and  tbrar  MinisteK% 
520. 

Yillages,  outlying,  515. 
Tiaitors,  Summer,  519. 

Wachusett  Mountain  and  Lake,  S19l 
WachusettviUe,  515, 52SL 
Westminster,  515. 

Bread,  52L 

Guards,  522. 

Hotel,  522. 

South,  52L 
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TOWN  OF  WINCHENDON. 


Academy,  Teachers  of,  533. 
Acres,  number  of,  .''►•2S. 
Adventurers,  few  on  the  ground,  523 

Books,  546-7. 

Baptist  Church  in  New  Boston,  539. 

"  "        in  the  ViUage,  540. 

Berry,  Col.  Thoniuii,  o'2G-7. 
Boston,  Sympathy  with,  in  1774,  530. 
Boundaries,  5*23. 
Bri(l«;es,  534. 
Brooks  and  Springs,  523. 
Brown,  Mrs.,  her  liemark,  529. 

"       Rev.  Joseph,  507,  542. 
Bullardvillo,  537,  542. 
Bulkts,  531. 
Bunker  Uill,  Soldiers  at,  530. 

Cemeteries,  541. 
Centre,  reserved,  526. 
Character  of  the  People,  529. 
Choute,  Capt.  John,  526. 


Church,  Conj^gational,  537 ;    Ministers  of 

"       Xorth  Congregational,  53D>40. 

"  "  "  Ministers   ot 

539-40. 

"        of  the  Unity,  540,  546. 
Claphoards.  dura  Me,  .5*29. 
Clarke,  Rov.  Benjamin  F.,  532. 
Clark,  Ecv.  Ebcr  L.,  5.33. 

"         "      Elam,  533. 
Climate,  severe,  5*29. 
Conditions  of  tUo  Grant,  526. 
Crosby,  Esq.,  531. 

Day,  Eichanl,  527,  530,  537. 
Declaration  uf  Independence,  530. 
Denison  Pond,  5*2S. 
Dome  of  the  Wachusett,  52a 

Edncation,  529. 
Elevation,  great,  523. 

''  of  the  Centre  and  the  Village,  528. 
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Equality  of  CoDdit]OD,529. 
EstahlisbmentSy  thirty,  544. 
Exliaustion  of  the  War,  1775-83,  63L 
Expedition  to  Canada,  626b 

Fairbauk,  Henry,  547. 

"         Mj^.  Sidney,  644. 
Families  in  1761,  627. 
Farms,  543. 
Farming,  541. 
Father  Moran,  540.. 
Fathers  of  the  Town,  Names  oi^  627-8. 
Four-horse  Stage,  535. 
French  and  Indian  War,  627, 

Gardner  takes  a  Slice,  628. 

Graduates,  547. 

Grantees,  Heirs  of,  526. 

Grant  of  Land,  526 ;  Conditions  ot,  626. 

Hale,  Moses,  530,  537. 
Hamblin,  Rev.  J.  S.,  540. 
Hanaford,  Rev.  Mr.,  640. 
Hardships,  529. 
Henshaw,  Daniel,  532. 
High  School,  533. 
Hills,  528. 

HobAon,  Capt.  John,  626. 
Hungry  for  Meat,  529. 

Incorporation,  526-7. 

Indian  Allies  of  France,  527. 

Inducements  to  Settle,  527. 

Industries,  various,  543-<6. 

Ipswich,  526. 

Ipswich  Canada,  526. 

Intoxication  the  Cause  of  Poverty,  636; 

Inventors,  545. 

Isaac  M.  Murdock  Block,  546. 

Lavryers,  647. 

Leaders  of  the  People,  530. 

Libraries,  private  and  public,  542-3. 

Location,  528. 

Lodges,  547. 

London,  Eden,  536. 

Loud,  Charles  A.,  644. 

Lyndcboro'  Hills,  62& 

Machine  Shops,  644. 
Mail  on  Horseback,  635. 
Mason,  Orlando,  544. 
Meeting-house,  626, 629. 

«         "       Second,  637. 
Methodists,  539. 
Military  Company  in  1775, 630. 
Miller's  River,  528, 512. 
MUls  and  Factories,  543-<k 
Minister,  loaxned  and  orthodoxy  890. 


Ministers,  547. 
Minute-men,  530. 
Money  for  Schools,  632. 
Monadnoek,  The  Grand,  528. 
Monomouank  Lake,  528. 
Morton,  Rev.  Daniel  O.,  538. 
Murdock,  Capt.  Ephraim,  Jr.,  644, 547. 

Col.  WUliam,  544. 

Ephraim,  Esq.,  543. 

Hon.  Elisha,  532. 

L  M.,  546. 
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Names  of  Soldiers  in  1775,  630. 
Kaukeag  Ponds,  528. 

North  Congregational  Church,  Mlnistexs  d^ 
539-^0. 

Pails,  Tubs,  Chums,  643. 
Payson,  Edward,  532. 
Pepperell,  Sir  William,  626w 
Physicians,  547. 
Pillsbury,  Rev.  Levi,  63& 
Pine  Forests,  529. 
Plain,  long  and  sandy,  528. 
Poor  People  cared  for,  635^ 
Population  in  1775, 530. 
"  •'  1875,  54L 

Posting  a  Tippler,  636. 
Prominent  Men,  547. 


Railroad,  Boston,  Bane  and  Gaxdncr, 

«        Cheshire,  535. 

^        Monadnoek,  635. 

"        Ware  River,  635. 
Refugees  from  Boston,  530. 
Revolution,  The  Story  of,  630-3L 
Road  to  Earliugton,  533. 
Roads,  first,  ^33;  rongh9.634. 

**     straightened,  534. 
Rocks  and  Swamps,  629. 
Roman  Catholics,  640. 
Royalston  Leg,  528. 

Scenery,  528-9. 
School-house  Meetings,  54L 
Schoolmasters,  531. 
Schools,  531-3. 
Sett  lors,  Names  of,  627. 
Shares,  Sixty-three,  626. 
Shays  and  his  Friends,  63L 
Shingle  Town,  629. 
Six  Miles  Square,  626. 
Smith,  Abijah,  527. 
Spanish  War,  626. 
Spring  Village,  532, 641-2. 
Stiuipaon,  Rev.  Daniel,  629, 614. 
Sarface  very  uneveii,  628. 


Tanneries,  543. 
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TIm  Centre,  54L 
ThofOQgbfare  of  TniTdy  534. 
TOUm,  Lieut.  Abrahaa,  5^0-7. 

Unhappy  Controrenyy  S37-S. ' 
Unitarians :  tbeir  Paaton,  540L 

TiewB,  Extensive,  528. 
Tillage,  The,  533, 543. 
Villagei,  Three,  541-0. 

War  of  the  Rebellion,  545-^ 
Wataties,  The,  523. 
Waterrille,  53*2,  541-3. 
Wheeler,  Bev.  Charke,  640. 


W^n-watered,  588L 
While,  KeUon  D.,  54S-4. 
Whito^,  Hon.  &  l>^  544. 

•*        Phinehas,  53U  547. 
WhRoD,  Dr.  Israel,  52»«  533. 

•*      Eer.  Dr.,  530-3. 
WQder,  Hon.  Abel,  539-00;  5S7. 

**      Thomas,  537. 
Winchendon,  536;  Name ci,  587. 

•*  Tillage,  533,  &4L 

Woods,  Tarietj  of;  539. 
Wood-ware,  543. 
Woolen  Factories,  543. 
Wolres,  539. 
Workhouse,  536b 


CITT  OP  WORCESTER. 


Axeadia,  People  o^  57& 
Adams,  John,  505,  OOS. 

««      Rer.  Zabdlal,  567. 
Addresses,  Patriotic,  in  1861, 589. 
Aldrich,  P.  Emory,  636. 
Allen,  Charles,  5or>,  634. 

«      George,  634. 

'^      8amnel,  634. 
American  Political  Society,  57a 
Ames  Plow  Company,  660. 
Ammunition,  Stock  of,  579. 
Armed  nesistnnce,  583. 
Ancient  Inhalutant^  rights  of,  553. 
Ancient  Order  of  Hil>erDians,  656. 
Arcade  Malleable  Iron  Company,  659. 
Argillaceous  Slate,  5G4. 
Artillery  Company,  5S3. 
Asylum  for  Chronic  Insane,  563,  650. 
Austin,  Samuel,  506. 

B. 

Bradley's,  Osgoo<l,  Car  Works,  665. 

Brass  and  Iron  Castings,  G59. 

Brick  Church  on  Court  Hill,  56a 

Brick-making,  563. 

Broadcloths,  1)53. 

Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engineers,  655. 

"  **  Firemen,  655. 

Brown,  Alvims,  599. 
Building,  Stone,  5G1 
Bullock,  Alex.  PL,  C36. 
Burial  Grounds,  555-6. 

"     Places,  G39. 
Bumside,  Samuel  M.,  555. 
Burr,  liev.  Mr.,  r»5n,  565. 
Bushnell,  George,  .'>71. 
Bacon,  Peter  C,  035. 
Baldwin,  John  D.,  033. 


Ban,  Phinehas,  637. 
Bancrt^  Aaron,  566-7. 
Bank8»  National,  651-^ 

*'     Savings,  651-3. 
Baptist  Chnrch,  First,  and  Paston  o^  568. 

^  **        Second,  and  Paston  oi; 

"      Heeting-honse,  5 

"      Society,  First 
Barton,  Ira  M.,  036. 

**      William  &,  556L 
Battalion  of  Rifles,  589. 
Bear  Brook,  563. 
Beaver  Brook,  563. 
Belcher,  Got.,  565. 
Beutlcy,  Elder  Wm.,  568. 
Bernard,  Gov.,  57c. 
Bethel  for  Colored  People,  573. 
Bigelow,  Timothy,  582,  620. 
Boyden,  John,  559. 
Biographical  Sketches.  618. 
Blackbirds,  Jays  and  Rattlesnakes,  553. 
Blackstonc  Canal,  563. 
"  Eiver,  563. 

Blake,  Francis,  635. 

**      James  B.,  637. 
Blaucbard,  Henry,  571. 
Boanl  of  Trade,  654. 
Boots  and  Shoes,  6G6--7. 
Boston  Pamphlet,  578. 

and  Worcester  Turnpike,  561. 
and  New  York  Mail,  558. 
Bounties  for  Soldiers,  5^54. 
Bounties  for  Wild  Animals,  556. 
Bounties  in  1779,  585. 

C. 

Calls  for  Troops  responded  to,  585. 
Calvin  is  t  Church,  508. 
Camp  Furniture,  663. 
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Camp  Lincoln,  592. 

**     of  Instrnction,  591. 
Common  House,  5r)G. 
Cards  for  Cotton  and  Wool,  tt7» 
Catholic  Belie  vers,  5G9. 
"      Churches,  509. 
**      Priests  and  Corateay  569, 572. 
Cemetery,  Hope,  (539. 

*<        Mcchanle  Street,  639. 
"        Pine  Meadow,  639. 
"       Rural,  (539. 
Central  Church  Mission,  578. 
Chandler,  Col.,  574-5. 
"         Gardner,  575. 
«         John,  618. 
"         John,  Jr.,  6ia 
"         John,  3d,  6ia 
«         Major  John,  573. 
Cbapin,  Henry,  031-5. 
Chaplains,  Names  of,  597-8i 
Chase,  Anthony,  602. 

"      Charles  A.,  54a 
Children's  Friend  Society,  655. 
Choir,  regular,  505. 
Church  Covenant,  565. 

**      of  the  Immaculate  Conception,  572. 
"      of  the  Unity,  571. 
''      Old  Sout  h,  Pastorg  of,  566. 
City  Charter,  Petition  for,  559. 
'*    Debt  in  1879,  559. 
"    Hall,  554-5. 
*'    Hosiutal,  649-50. 
Claims  of  the  Commonwealth,  550. 
Clergymen  of  Worcester,  Tribute  to,  572. 
Clocks,  Church  and  Tower,  657. 
Coal-mine,  563. 
Coos'  Pond,  502. 

**    Wrench,  605-6. 
College  of  the  Holy  Cross,  572. 
Committee  of  Corrcsi>ondence,  578-9. 

<<  '<  Settlement,  551. 

Common,  The,  555. 
Confederation,  The,  approved,  565. 
Congregational  Singing,  5(55. 

"  Way,  506. 

Constitution  of  the  State,  approred,  586. 
Continentals,  f^l. 
Convention  at  Concord,  585. 
Co-operative  Saving  Fund,  (554. 
Coral  Street  Church,  572. 
Corn  and  Saw  Mills,  (556. 
Cotton  Spinning  and  WearingytfST. 
Counter-Protest,  5tfl. 
County  Conventions  in  1782-4-6, 586. 
Court  House,  Stone,  564. 
Court  of  Common  PleM»  562. 
Crafta,  Edwin,  582. 


tt 


u 


Creed  and  Covenant,  new,  56(L 
Cromptou  Loom  Works,  664-5. 
Crown  Point  attacked,  575. 
Cunard  Company,  6ia 
Cunning  Miner,  563. 
Curtis,  Albert,  666. 
CnrUs'  Pond,  562. 
"     Works,  666. 

D. 

Dale  Hospital,  600. 

Dark  Granite,  Supply  of,  563-4. 

Davis,  Isaac,  558,  569, 635-6L 

John,  554, 626. 

J.  C.  B.,  62a 
Declaration  of  Independence  Receired,  584. 
Descendants  of  Scotch-Irish,  Names  ot,  55S. 
Devens,  Charles,  Jr.,  5S9, 634. 
Dewey,  Francis  H.,  634. 
Difference  in  Keligious  Faitbi  566L 
Digory,  Sergent,  552. 

"       wife  of,  killed,  559. 
Directory,  Annual,  55a  ' 

Disciples  of  Christ,  570;  Elders  ci,  670. 
Disorderly  Beasts.  Pound  for,  SSa 
Dollar  of  our  Fathers,  Depreciated,  S&L 
Doolittle,  Ephiaim,  57a 
Drafted  Men,  59a 
Drawing  in  Schools,  614. 
D.  Shattuck's  Hovel,  552. 
Duties  on  Paper,  Tea,  Ae^  677* 

Earle,  Edward,  63a 

"     Pliny,  662. 
Ecclesiastical  Council,  564. 
Education,  OOa 

Emmett  Guards,  559-00 ;  Officers  at,  660-OOL 
English  and  Scotch  Societies,  (jSa 

"       Goods  not  to  be  purchased,  679L 
Envelopes,  Makers  of,  663. 
Episcopal  Church,  569. 

<«         All  Saints,  569. 

''         enlarged,  569. 

"         New,  569. 

«         Rectors  of,  569. 
Excise  on  Wines  and  Spirits,  57a 

F. 

Fall  of  Richmond  caused  Joy,  600L 
Fifth  Battery,  641. 
Fifteenth  Regiment,  591-0. 
Fifty-firht        "         697. 
Fifty-w^venth  "         697 
Fire-Arms,  CGI, 
Fire  Department,  609, 647-9L 
«    Insurance  Companiesy  668L 
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Fin  Society,  64a 

Hist  Hfftvy  ArtiUery,  567. 

Fitch>'fg,554. 

Fitton  Jpamea,  560. 

Flagg,  Uenjaoiio,  o83L 

"     earnncU  554. 
FloatiDg  Bridge,  561. 
Foreign  CroodA  Dincarded^  577. 
Fort  William  Henry,  575. 
Fourth  Heax-y  Artillery,  507. 
Fourth  of  July  Celebration  in  1665^  6Q0^L 
Freemasons,  STio. 
Free-Soil  Party,  555. 
French  and  Indian  Wara^  564 

'<      Catholics,  569. 

"      Fleet,  575. 
Friends,  Society  o^  570. 
Furnaces,  563. 

a. 

Gage,  General,  563<. 
Gardner,  Andrew,  564. 
G.  A.  R.  Post,  64L 
Ganison  Houses,  $5L 
Gas  Worlds,  654. 
General  Court,  549,  560-68. 
German  Organizations,  656. 
Gigantic  Rebellion,  568. 
GUbert  Loom  Company,  665. 
Gleason,  Dei^lamin,  574. 
Goodrich,  Cb;irles  A.,  566. 
Going,  Jonathan,  568. 
Gookin,  Daniel,  550-2. 
Goose,  Efficrv  of,  561. 
Gonid,  George  H.,  571. 
Govern  men  t  of  Laws,  576. 
Grace  Cbiircb,  572, 
Granite  for  Paving,  559. 

"       ligbt-colored,  564. 
Grammar  (Latiu)  School,  610. 

School,  G09. 
Gravestones,  556. 
Green,  John,  6*2*2. 

"      William,  622-3. 
Grist-Mill,  502. 
Gront,  Jobn  W.,  killed,  591. 
Grove  and  Lincoln  streets,  55L 

H. 

Hale,  Edward  Everett,  571. 
Hamilton,  Chas.  A.,  550. 

••  **       "    City  Clerk,  559. 

Harrington,  Timothy,  r)C7. 
Harris,  Clarendon,  o5S. 
Havi  n,  S.  Foster,  Jr.,  killed,  591. 
Heavy  Artillery,  040. 
Henchman,  Daniel,  Old. 
Hersey,  Cbas.,  543. 


Henchman  fltraet,  54& 
Heywood,  Daniel,  574. 
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ponoiug  IndlHH^  874. 


Hibernian  Gnanls,  €50. 
High  Sehool-lMMise  (iiefw), 
Hill,  Alonzo,  5G7. 
Hills  of  Worcester,  560. 
Hist«>ry  of  Worcester,  54a 
Hitchcock,  Prof.  560. 
Hoar,  Geo.  P.,  634. 

"^  ""     (speech  <rf),  50L' 

Homo  for  Old  Men,  ^L 

"  «       Women,  65L 

Hnll,  A.  a,  566. 
Hontington,  Wm.  R.,  560. 


mnminstion  of  City,  600. 
Incorporation  of  City,  559. 
Incursions  of  Preneh,  573. 
Independ<*nce  declared,  584. 
Indians  in  womls,  573. 

''     People  in  fear  o(  S73. 
^     Teasnottobenaed,579L 
Indian  Neighbors,  573. 
Insane  Retreal  (prirate),  65(^1. 
Insurance  Fire  Patrol,  G48. 
lusnrgents  in  Worcester  dislodged,  586u 
Instructions  to  Capt.  Bigelow, — copy  o^ 

^         to  JoshuA  Bigelow,  576-Ol 
Irish  Liiborcrs,  569. 

^    and  German  Companies^  503. 

''    Associations,  656. 

"    Families,  55^ 
Iron  Foundries,  659. 
Iron-working  ^iachinery,  664. 
Island  District,  502. 

J. 

Jaqnes,  Geo.,  649. 

Jillson,  Clark,  638. 

Jo  Bill  Road,  543. 

Jones,  Gi-o.  (City  ^larshal),  559. 

Journey  to  Canada,  552. 

Jouction  Foundry  Co.,  659. 


Kettle  Brook,  562, 
King  Philip,  551. 

"    Pbilip\sWar,573. 
Knights  and  Ladies  of  Honor,  656. 

"       of  Honor,  655-6. 
Knowles  Steuni  Pumps,  665. 
Knowlton,  Jobn  S.  C,  635. 


Labrador  Tea,  577. 
Ladies,  patriotic,  577. 
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Lafayette's  Receptiou,  588. 
Lamsoo,  Cbas.  M.,  571. 
Lai](lBi.'aiM3,  diversity  of,  539. 
La«tis  shoe,  667. 
Latin  Grammar  School,  610. 

"  "  "       opposed,  577. 

Leaj^ne  ami  Coveuaut,  solemn,  579. 
Leather  Belting,  606. 
Libraries,  641-4. 
Library,  Green,  642. 

Historical  Society,  644. 
Meehanies'  AMSociatioD,  643. 
SiKjiety  of  Antiquity,  644. 
"        Social,  (vll. 
**        Worcester  Lyceum,  642. 
Life  Insurance  Company,  654. 
Light  Infantry,  640. 

march  through  Baltimore,  689. 
Officers  of,  589. 
ordered  to  march,  589. 
Lincoln,  Daniel  W.,  636. 
"       D.  Waldo,  549. 
«      Gov.  Levi,  623. 
"      Levi,  1st,  623. 
"      Levi,  559. 
"      Square,  553. 
"       Street,  548. 
"       William,  548,  563. 
Location  of  Mechanic  Street,  557. 
Long  Pastorate  of  Dr.  Bancroft,  567. 
Looms,  665. 

Loyalists,  Copy  of  protest,  581. 
forever  banished,  585. 
or  Tories,  r)77. 
protest  of,  580. 
under  watch,  583. 
Lovell,  Albert  A.,  548. 
Lynde  Brook,  562. 

H. 

Maccarty,  Thaddeus,  565-583. 
Main  Street,  Paving  of,  559. 
Malt  House,  557. 

Manufactures,  Great  variety,  658. 
**  Names  of,  656-<S60. 

Marauding  Ruffians,  Guarded  against,  599. 
Marlborough,  548. 
Masonic  Loilges,  655. 
Bla^jachuftetts  Spy,  584. 
BIcFariand,  Daniel,  575. 
McFarlaud,  Warren,  659. 
Mears,  D.  O.,  571. 
Mechanics'  Association,  643, 
Meeting-house,  Destroyed,  563. 
Memorial  Hospital,  651. 
MerHck  Pliny,  559, 633-4. 
Merrill,  J.  H.,  569. 


« 
it 
li 

ti 


it 
ti 

a 
a 
it 
it 
it 
it 
It 


tt 


<» 


tt 


It 


tt 


tt 


ti 


ti 


Merriman,  Daniel,  569. 

Metallic  Heeds,  606. 

Metals,  Sparl^Iing,  563.  * 

Methodist  Episcopal  Pastors,  569. 

"  Society,  Second,  571. 

Military  Companies.  587-8,  640. 

Heavy  Artillery,  640. 

City  Guanls,  641, 

Continentals,  641. 

Fifth  Battery. 641. 

Guards,  640. 

Harrison  Guards,  64L 

Light  Infantry,  640. 

L'iho  Corps,  640. 
Spirit  in  1708,  587. 
Miller,  Henry  W.  558. 

<•       Rodney  A.,  559,  566. 
Mill-brook,  557,  561. 

''    sites  at  Quiusigaraondyillagey  667* 
Ministerial  Lauds,  557. 
Minute-men.  Company  of,  583. 

''  march  of,  583. 

Mission  Chapel  Society,  571. 
Moeu  Philip  L.,  660. 
Morse,  Augustus,  5i)2. 
Mourning  at  Death  of  President  LineolOy  6001 

N. 
National  ^gis,  558. 

New  Worcester,  562. 

Kipmuck  Tril)es,  651. 

North  End  Baptist  Mission,  572. 

North  Pond,  562. 

Notre  Dame  Church  (Catholic),  572. 

**  Sisters  of,  578. 

Nowell,  Increase,  549. 

Noweirs  Right,  549. 

Now] and.  Wm.  J.,  558. 

Noyes,  Ensign  Thomas,  549. 

Number  of  Men  in  Revolution,  686. 

O. 

Obligation  to  be  Armed,  579. 
Obliterating  a  Record,  560. 
Odd  Fellows  Lodges,  6.^5. 
Old  Indian  Fort,  551. 

<*    Men*s  Home,  651. 

''    Parish,  Resisted  separation,  567. 

"    Pound  and  Hearse  House,  557. 

**    South  Church,  554-5. 
Oliver  Peter,  Chief  Justice,  679. 

**  **     to  1>e  impeached,  579. 

Onrad  Institute.  564. 
Organ  Companiee,  666. 

P. 

Packachong  Hill,  552-3. 
Paine,  Nathaniel,  548, 560. 
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Paines't  Brook,  561. 
Pftino,  Timothy,  581,  6ia 

**  CompeltodtorM41iiiv«lgii»- 

tion,5e^ 
Fftper  machinery,  659. 
«  Ptriiih  Church,  555. 
Ffttriotio  Anembly  on  the  Green,  584. 
Patriotism  stronger  than  Tea,  578. 
Peat  metal,  5<)3. 
Pepperell,  William,  574. 
Pereonal  Estate,  1879, 559. 
Petition  of  Gershom  Bice,  573-4. 
PhiUipH,  Gea  W.,  571. 
Pickering,  George,  509. 
Piedmont  Church,  571. 
Plows  and  Mowing  Machines,  660. 
Plymouth  Church,  57L 
Police  Department,  650. 
Polls  in  1879,  559. 
Poor  Farm,  GiiO. 

Population,  and  Increase  of;  553, 568-9« 
Potash  Works,  657. 
Potatoes  brought  to  Worcester,  553. 
Pound,  556. 
Power,  J.  J.,  572. 
Pratt,  Chas.  B.,  638-9. 

*'       Sumner,  57'2. 
Preaching  on  Common  by  Whitefield,  665. 
Primeau,  J.  B.,  572. 

Prisoners  of  War  in  Worcester  Jail,  583. 
Privations  in  the  ReTQlution,  586. 
Putnam,  James,  575,  581,  624-5. 

Q. 

Qu^n  Anne*s  War,  573. 
Qninsigamond  Lake,  548,  561, 563. 

R. 

Bailroads,  614-18. 

Bailroad,  Boston,  Barre  and  Gardner,  617. 

'*  "       and  Worcester,  614-15. 

<<  Nashua,  563. 

"  Norwich  and  Worcester,  616. 

"  Providence  and  Worcester,  616. 

"  Western,  615-16. 

"  Worcester  and  Nashua,  617. 

<<  "        and  Shrewsbury,  617. 

"  Horse,  617-ia 

Ramshorn  Brook,  5G2. 
Ready-made  Ciotbiug,  667. 
Report  of  Committee,  550. 
Reservoir  carried  away,  646-7. 
Re-settlcmcut  of  ttu)  Town,  552. 
Retreat  for  the  Insane,  Private,  550-1. 
Return  of  Peace  Celebrated,  586. 
Revolution,  War  of,  576. 

Gershom,  552.  , 


Blot^  Jooat,  558. 
"      Wm.  W^  636. 
BiehaidMniy  Gao.  W.,  e3& 

<<  Mannftictnring  CompaBj, 

**  Rer.  MtftUl,  571.     . 

Bifla  Corpa,  640. 
RigfaU  of  the  Indiana,  56a 
RoU  of  Honor,  602. 
Rente  through  Worcester,  548. 
Royalists,  Defeated  1>y  Whiga.  S79« 
"         Protests  of,  579. 
**        Retired  to  Holden,  582. 
"        to  be  impeached,  579. 


8a&  Deposit  and  Trust  Compaay,  668. 
Sagatapscott  Hill,  552. 
Salem  Street  Church,  571. 
Salisbury,  Madame,  628. 
Pond,  561. 
Stephen,  627. 
Sttwyer,  Joseph,  552. 
School  Children,  annual  addreaa  to>  611. 
'^  **        number  ot,  613. 

«       Committee,  first,  607. 
•*       Dame,  607. 
'*       House,  556-^Oa 
**       Honse^  number  o^  613L 
"*       Masters,  first,  606-7. 
"       System,  Committee  upon,  606L 
Schools,  606-614. 

appropriation  for  in  1781, 609. 
Claaaieal  and  English  High,  611. 
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Cost  of,  613-14. 
in  1848,  611. 
Overseers  of^  610. 
Private,  excellent,  613. 
Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians,  553. 
Seats  in  Church  according  to  rank,  565. 
Second  Adveutists,  570. 
**       Regiment  Heavy  Artillery,  597. 
''  »  <<  offlceiB  oi;  §97. 

Seijent  Farm,  559. 
Selectmen,  first  namea  of,  553. 
Shippen,  Rev.  Rush  R.,  571.   . 
Slavery,  opposition  to,  577. 
Social  Library,  &11. 
Boci4t4  St.  Jean  Baptist^  65& 
Society  of  Antiquity,  644.   ' 
«       "  Friends,  570. 

i*       **       »        accepted  Miniaterv  oi;  cm. 
"       «•       "        Heeting-Hoose  of,  570. 
Soldiers'  Monument,  addresses  by  Gov.  Bullock 

and  Geti.  J>evens,  6Q9L 
**  "         Costo(608. 
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Soldien'  Monument  Dedicated,  608. 
"  "         Erected,  601. 

"  '*         Inscription  npon,  608. 

"       Kt  Quebec,  583. 

"       in  last  Frencli  and  Indian  War,  575. 
"        "  1776, 583. 

'*       of  Worcester  at  Hoosick,  574. 
«       petitioucd  for,  573. 
Solemn  League  uud  Covenant,  579. 
Sonth  Ledge,  564. 

"      Worcester,  562,  572. 
Spragne,  Col.  A.  B.  R.,507. 
Stage  Routes,  55a 
St.  Ann's  Church  (Catholic),  572. 
St.  John's,     "  "         560. 

St.  Matthew's  Chaiiel  (Episcopal),  572. 
St.  "  "  "     rectors  of;  572. 

St  Paul's  Church  (Catholic),  572. 
Stamp  Act,  576. 

State  Coustitution  rejected,  585. 
**     Couventions,  5.'i5. 
"     Guard,  The,  509. 
«     Lunatic  Hospital,  650. 
**     Mutual  Life  Assurance  Company,  654. 
'<     Street  Massacre,  578. 
Steam-Engines  and  Boilers,  666. 
Stirring  Events  in  Boston,  57a 
Superior  Court,  Sessions  prevented,  57a 

T. 

Tannery,  657. 
Tatnuck,  550. 

'<   .    Brook,  562. 
Temperance  Lodges  and  Divisions,  655. 

*'  Ticket,  559. 

Thayer,  Adin,  634. 
Theolog>',  Strict,  566. 
Thief  Detecting  Association,' 654. 
Third  Battalion  left  for  the  Field,  590. 
Thirty-Fourth  Reg't,  594. 

"  "         "       Flag  presented  to,  595. 

"  "         "       History  of,  by  Cten. 

Lincoln,  594. 

**  "         "      Oflacers  of,  595. 

«<  u         it  a      and  men  killed, 

595. 
Thirty*Sizth  Reg't,  Campaigns  of,  596. 

"       "       •'        Officers  of,  595. 
Three  months'  men  rc^nliated,  590. 
Thomas,  Isaiah,  628*31-33. 
To  Arms,  To  Arms,  583. 
Toasts  in  1776, 584-5. 
ToU  Gate,  561. 

Town  and  Parish  identified^  664. 
Town  HaU,  551 

"*     Meetini;,  1st,  653. 

"*     Offlcen,563. 
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Training  Place,  556. 
Trinitarians,  567. 
Triuty  Church,  (MetlL),  569. 
Twenty-Fifth  Reg't,  503. 

''      Officers  of,  508. 
^       and  men 
594. 
Twenty-First  Reg't,  592. 

"  "         "     Services  and 

Typographical  Union,  656. 

U. 
Union  Church,  570. 

"  "       Pastors  of,  570-L 

"     League,  599. 
«     Water  Metre  Co.,  667. 
Unitarian  Denominations,  567. 

"         Views,  567. 
Universalist  Society,  570 
Upton,  Edwin,  593. 

V. 

Valley  of  Worcester,  56(KL 
Verry,  Geo.  F.,  63a 

W. 

Waldo,  Cornelius,  557. 

<<         Daniel,  568, 628, 660. 
Wall,  Caleb  A.,  54a 
Ward,  Geo.  H.,  591. 
War  of  the  Revolution,  57a 

"    ofltfl2,587. 

<<    of  the  Rebellion,  589. 

"    with  Mexico,  1^45-7, 58a 
Washburn  and   Moen  Mannfaotaring 

pany,  561. 
Washburn,  Emory,  62a 

Ichabod,  571, 660-L 
'*  Iron  Company,  660. 

Washington's  Reception,  5i37. 
Water  Power,  trebled,  657. 

"     Works,  644-7. 
Weasel  Brook,  561. 
Webster  Square  Church,  578. 
Whitefield,  George,  566. 
White,  Thomas,  565. 
Wilder,  Joseph,  554. 
Wilson,  Henry,  555. 
<<       James,  56a 
Wing,  John,  562. 
W^ire  Company,  661-ft. 

<<    Varieties  of,  661. 
Woodwanl,  Samuel  B.,  605-7. 
Wood- working  Machinery,  668-4*. 
Woonaskochu  Sagamore,  550. 
Worcester,  ( Wegera-ceasterX  66L 
«"  CoalCo.,563» 
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I>B|Nily  ManitioM  oi  War, 
InthoClfUWarpGOaL 

Ltyooani  UbmjTy  OH* 
Mm  in  tlM  K«vy,  8091 
oppoiefl  to  81uif%  867. 
BftUwB J  (^  SOX 
Bal  Letter  Dux.  861. 
Shin  TowBf  851. 
Mdin^  Belief 
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ClTfl  War,  SOa 
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